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CHAPTER   II. 


REVIEW  Of  THE  ANNANS  0]F  THE  LONDON  EAST-INDIA 
COMPANY,  FROM  THE  RESTORATION  OF  THEIR  PRIVI- 
LEGES  BY  KING  CHARLES  II.,  IN  1660-1,  TO  THE  REVOLU- 
TION, 1688-9. 
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INTRODUCTION. 

CX)NTENTS. 

Comparison  of  the  general  aspects  of  Indian  Affairs^  during  the   CHAP.  II. 
^rst  and  second  periods  of  the  Compan%fs  Annals. .....  Sketch  of  the  Iniroduction. 

political  and  commercial  relations  of  England,  from  the  Restoration 

of  King  Charles  IL,   to  the  Revolution,  1 688-9 During  the 

reign  of  King  Charles  II. During  the  Reign  of  King  James 

II Sketch  of  the  political  and  commercial  characters  of  the 

Native  Powers  in  the  Peninsula  of  India,  during  the  Reign  ofAurung-- 

xebe. State  of  the  Mogul  Empire,  at  the  accession  of  Aurung^ 

xehe His  First  ohiect;  or  the  consolidation  of  his  power. 
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2  INTRODUCTION- 

CHAP.  IL   His  Second  object ;  or  the  conquest  of  the  Decan Origin  and 

mtroduciion*  pj.Qgf.gss  of   the  power  of  Sevagee Events  in  the  wars    be- 
tween Aurungzebe  and  Seuagee,  in  the  Decan Origin  of  the 

Siddees State  of  Fisiapore  and  Gokondah,  at  this  juncture 

Progress  of  AurungzebCy  in  subjugating  these  kingdoms His 

persecution  of  the  Hindoos,  the  source  of  their  union  against  the  Mogul 

Government Death  of  Sevagee,   and  accession  of  Sambagee. 

Progress  of  the  wars  between  Aurungzebe  and  Sambagee 

« Aurungzebe  conquers  Ftsiapore  and  Oolcondah •  Death  of 

Sambagee State  of  the  war  after  this  event Accession  of 

Sahogee,   as  Chief  of  the  Hindoo  Confederacy Staie  of  Tan^ 

Jore  at  this  juncture Third  object  of  Aurungzebe ;  or  the  en- 
largement of  the  resources  of  the  Mogul  Empire. 
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INTKODUCTION. 


If  the  Annals  of  the  London  East-India  Company^  frma  chap.  it. 
its  foundation^  to  its  re-establishment  at  the  Restoration^  have  imroduction. 
exhibited  the  enterprizes  and  perseverance  of  a  commercial  oAhegenera 
nation^  the  Annals  of  this  Company^  from  the  Restoration  to  di^afftirs"' 
the  Revolution^  in  1688,  will  open,  on  a  larger  scale,  the  firet"fnd  m- 
progress  of  the  same  commercial  and  political  interests.  of  "the^mr 

In  the  first  of  these  periods,  an  authorised  and  profitable  Sal? ' 
commerce  to  the  realm,  intrusted  to  a  Company  of  privileged 
Merchants,,  has  been  discovered  to  be  exposed  to  opposition 
and  to  oppression,  not  only  by  an  European  ally,  and  com- 
mercial rival,  in  the  East-Indies,  but  by  the  insidious  inter- 
ference of  Private  Traders,  sometimes  licensed,  and,  at  other 
times,  protected  by  the  Crown,  from  which  the  chartered  rights 
and  privileges  of  the  Company  had  issued ;  and  yet  this  Com- 
pany, amid  such  foreign  and  domestic  burdens,  by  its  pru- 
dence, and  by  its  fortitude,  preserved  to  the  kingdom  aright 
to.  a  great  foreign  trade,  and  what,  in  later  times,  will  be 

B  2  deemed: 
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4  INTRODUCTION. 

CHAP.  11.    deemed  more  valuable,  an  extensive  and  productive  outlet  to 

Introduction,  national  enterprize  and  industry. 

In  the  period  which  we  are  about  to  review,  we  have 

to  follow  the  London  East-India  Company,  by  their  exertions 

and  public   spirit,  preserving  the    same  valuable  sources   of 

prosperity  to  their  country,  in  times  when  its  constitution, 

and  when  its  relations  with  the  continental  maritime  powers, 

were  frequently  unhinged  ;  and  when  their  trade  and  foreign 

establishments  were  again  to  be  upheld,  by  their  own  steady 

and  persevering  character,  favoured  by  the  Crown,  which  had 

restored  them  to  their  rights  and  privileges. 

Sketch  of  the  To  bring  under  review  the  Annals  of  the  London  East- 

political  and  ,  ,  •         •  • 

commercial     India  Company,  during  this  eventful  period,  it  may  be  proper, 

relations  of  .  .  ^ 

England,        in  a  general  manner,   to  .  advert  to   the  vicissitudes  of   the 

from  the 

Restoration     European  maritime  powers,    ahd  to  the  political  and  com- 
Chkriesii.to  mercial  characters  of   the  countries  within    the   Companv's 

the  Revolu-  ^  .  "^ 

tion  in  limits,    with  the  object   of  ascertaining  the  wisdom,  or  the 

practicability  of  the  London  East-India  Company's  efforts,  to 
establish,  and  to  maintain,  the  possession  of  their  commercial 
stations,  and  their  connexions  with  the  powers  by  whom  those 
countries  were  governed. 

With  this  preliminary  knowledge,  we  can  continue  the 
Annals  of  the  Company,  and  be  qualified  to  draw  from  them, 
(as  in  the  preceding  Chapter)  political  and  commercial  B;efsults, 
exhibiting  the  real  state  of  Indian  affairs,  at  the  ttira  of  the 
settlement  of  the  constitution  of  Great-Britain. 

In 
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INTRODUCTION.  5 

I. — ^In  adverting  to  the  vicissitudes  of  the  European  chap.il 
maritinie  powers,  during  the  rdgns  of  Chailes  II.  and  James  iairoX^on. 
II.,  the  political  and  commercisd  measures  which  had  beeh 
introduced  during  the  Interregnum,  must  be  kept  in  view ; 
for  they  were  important  in  their  spirit,  however  disastrous  in 
their  sources,  or  however  guilty  the  agents  were,  who  con- 
ducted them : — ^we  shall  thus  understand  the  treaties  which 
r^arded  the  relations  of  the  European  states  with  each  other, 
or  the  Eastern  commerce  of  England,  after  the  Monarch  had 
restored  their  Charter,  and  their  exclusive  privileges  of  trade, 
tp  the  London  East-India  Company. 

It  ought  to  be  recollected,  that  while  the  struggle 
between  Charles  I.  and  the  factions  which  subverted  his 
throne,  continued,  the  political  and  commercial  relations,  be- 
tween England  and  the  maritime  powers  of  Europe,  were  often 
Auspiended,  to.  make  way  for  trUces,  accommodated,  to  the 
predominant  influence  which  each  of  theEurofiean  contenditig^ 
nations^  from  time  to  time,  acquired. 

At  the  d^th  of  Charles  I.,  if  the  English  nation  had  During  the 

^  reign  of  Kin|^ 

not  any  new  political  and  commercial  relaticiins  to  form,  it  had  c^^^rici  ii. 
the  ancient  relations,  of  both  descriptions,  to  accommodate 
to  the  existing  .aspect  of  its  government,  and  to  the  bold  and 
intei^ted  Schemes  of  the  Usurper. 

.  By  the  Navigatiori  Act,  of  1661,  CromweU  gave  a  con- 
sistency to  the  Maritime  Code  of  England,  which  ascertained 
the  ^aramoun^  influence  of  the  English  navy  and  shipping 

over 
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6  INTRODUCTiaN. 

^^^^'3'    ^ver  those  of  the  other  European  maritime  kingdoms  and 
lutufu  grates;  and,  what  is  memorable  i»  this  transaction,  is,  that 
the  establishment  of  power^  in  this  instance,  was  accommo-^ 
dated  to  the  preservation  and  extension  of  commerce.     The 
wisdom  of  this  measure  was  so  positive,  that,  at  the  RestO'^ 
ration  of  the  Monardiy    (which,    with  narrow  and  umn«- 
structed  minds,  would  have  led  to  a  contradiction  of  a  sys- 
tem devised  by  rebels),  it  was  deemed  wise  and  prudient,  as 
one  of  the  first  measures,   to  adopt  this  Navigation  System, 
as  one  which,  in  its  spirit  as  well  as  in  its  practice,  had  been 
the  source  of  the  commercial  and  naval  glory  of  Great-Britain.. 
It  may  be  observed,  however,  that  notwithstanding  the 
political  wisdom  which  could  devise  this  system,  the  Usurper- 
foiled  in  the  means  which  could  carry  it  into  practice ;  for 
Ihtough  jealous  of  the  Dutch,   whose  commercial  encroach- 
ments  in  the  West  and  in  the  East-Indies  had  narrowed^  if 
not  orushed,   the  English  interests  in  both,   he  engaged  in 
wars  with  that  people  (the  natural  ally  of  these  realms);  and 
though  he  obtained  reparation  for  commercial  and  political 
aggressions^  yet,  in  those  proceecHngs,  without  probably  in- 
tending to  da  so,  he  increased  the  means  of  France  (the  na- 
tural  enemy  of  England),  and  aUo^rod  her  to  add  to  her 
northern   frontier,   possessions    wrested  from  Spain,   which 
opened  an  ei^ance  to  her  ships  into  the  Narrow  Seas^,  and 
lessened  the  barrier  against  her  future  aggrandizement.     This 
political  error  is  the  more  remarkable^  from  the  considera- 
tion. 
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INTRODUCTION.  7 

tion,  that  this  barrier  gave  an  outlet  to  the  French  cruisers    ^hapji, 
into  the  North  Sea,  or  gave  them  ports,  on  the  coasts  op-  ^^^roductiou. 
posite  to  England,  from  which  they  could  effectually  distress 
our  coasting  trade. 

This  political  error  was  in  direct  contradiction  to  the 
wise  policy  of  Elizabeth,  which  had  created  and  fostered  the 
IStates  General,  to  keep  in  check  the  preponderance,  -either 
of  the  French  or  Spanish  monarchies. 

It  was  in  this  situation  of  European  relations,  that  King 
Charles  11.  found  his  kingdoms,  on  his  Restoration;  and 
though  his  proceedings,  in  preserving  or  improving  them,  be 
not  a  subject  of  historic  doubt,  it  must  be  admitted,  that  he 
rather  acted  with  levity,  than  on  the  broad  principles  of  po- 
litical or  commercial  wisdom^  so  necessary  for  the  prosperity 
of  the  kingdom* 

One  of  his  first  acts,  regarding  the  political  and  com- 
mercial* relations  of  England  with  the  continent,  or  with  fb- 
reign  powers,  proceeded  from  the  adoption  and  improvement 
of  the  Act  of  Navigation,  of  1651.  The  object  of  this  Act 
was  to  encourage  and  employ  British-built  shipping,  and 
British  seamen  navigating  those  ships,  to  the  exdusion  of 
foreigners,  from  the  carrying  trade  of  British  staples,  or  Bri- 
tish merchandize,  domestic  or  colonial,  to  the  coimtries  with 
which  these  kingdoms  might  have  commercial  intercourse.  <>> 

This 

(1)— Act  for  the  general  Eacoaragement  and  Eacrease  of  Shipping  and  Navigation, 
12  Car.  II,  cap.  xviiL 
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CHAP.  Ji.  This  Act,  or  the  foundation  of  our  nayal  superiority,  will 

Introduction,  be  fouud  hrauchiug  out,  in  its  spirit  and  in  its  provisions,  in 
the  following  treaties  with  the  European  powers. 

It  was  natural  for  the  English  nation,  after  the  disap- 
pointments which  had  arisen,  from  the  predominance  of  fac-* 
tions,  during  the  reign  of  the  unfortunate  Charles  L,  and 
during  the  political  ascendancy,  apd  bold,  bt^t  criminal  mea^ 
sures,  of  the  Usurper,  to  wish  for  the  continuance  of  «uch 
parts  of  these  measures,  as  were  favorable  to  t]md^,;.mid  it 
was  not  less  natural  for  the  King  to  renew  the  pojdtical  aa^ 
commercial  relations  of  the  Crown  with  the  St3.tes'Genegr(d9 
and  to  give  to  those  relations  (as  fpr  as  might  be  practicable} 
the  same  aspect  which  they  possessed,  before  the  subversion 
of  the  Monarchy.  The  King,  thus,  could  gratify  hjis,  sulyects^ 
by  improving  on  those  events  which  might  give  vigor  te  the 
trade  of  England,  because  the  legal  government  of  the  king* 
dom  could  now  sanction  the  foreign  relations  of  his  Crown. 

Philip  IV.  of  Spain  (as  has  been  stated  in  the  Introduction 
to  this  work)  was  the  first  prince  who  acknowledged  the 
restored  sovereign,  and  revived  the  treaties  of  alliance  and 
commerce  with  England,  concluded  at  Madrid  in  1630,  and 
at  London  in  1604.  <"> 

ft 

(1)— Original  Commission  to  Prince  Louis  of  Nassau,  and  others,  dated  5th  Octo- 

ber  1660,  to  conclude  a  Treaty  with  England. Articles  of  Peace  concluded  between 

England  and   Holland,  at  Whitehall,    4th  September  1662.    iPreserved  in  the  State 
Paper  Office.) 
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It  has  been,  also,  noticed,  that  the  States  General,  the  c^aP-^^- 
natural  ally  of  England,  had  so  far  returned  to  the  renewal  iniroduciion. 
of  their  connexion,  as  to  send  Prince  Louis  of  Nassau, 
and  others,  as  envoys,  to  negotiate  the  reTiiral  of  treaties ; 
and,  more  particularly,  the  commercial  relations  with  the 
English  in  the  East*Indies,  and  their  right  to  the  Island  of 
Polaroon  ;  that  is,  the  States  were  disposed  to  re-admit  them 
to  a  participation  in  the  trade  to  the  Spice  Islands.  <^> 

It  became  more  difficult  for  Charles  to  extend  the  Naviga- 
tion Act,  to  the  towns  of  the  Hanseatic  League ;  and  there- 
fore, with  modifications,  accommodated  to  the  Act,  and  to 
their  constitutions,  he  restored,  by  conventions  and  explana- 
tions, the  commerce  with  them ;  but  neither  abandoned  the 
the  spirit  of  the  Act,  nor  depressed  the  trade  between 
England  and  the  Hanse  Towns.  (^> 

The  treaty  with  Sweden,  of  the  21st  October  16&1,  was 
a  confirmation,  or  rather  renewal  of  the  treaty  made  by  Crom- 
well, in  1654,  by  which,  though  the  general  trade  between 
the  two  kingdoms  was  restored,  the  exceptions  of  the  seizure 
of  vessels,  conveying  naval  or  military  stores  to  the  ports 

VOL.  II.  C  of 

(1)— Original  Commisiion  to  Prince  Louis  of  Nassaa,  and  oihen,  dated  5th  Octo- 
ber \G6o,  to  condade  a  Treaty  vith  England.— —  Articles  of  Peace  condaded  between 
England  and  Holland,  at  Whitehall,  4th  September  1662.  (Preserved  in  the  State 
Paper  Office.) 

(2) — ^Drafl  of  Concessions  rektive  to  the  Act  of  Navigation,  dated  in  August  lG6l, 
granted  bj  King  Charles  II.  to  the  Cities  of  Hambuigb,  Dantzic,  and  Lobec.  (Preserved 
in  the  Sute  P^per  Office.) 
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10  INTRODUCTION. 

^HApjrr,    of  the  enemies  of  either,   were  acknowledged  by  each,  and 
Introduction,  the  ships  declared  to  be  lawful  prizes.  <^> 

The.  treaty  with  Portugal,  in  June  1661,  proceeded 
from  a  desire  in  both  Crowns,  to  renew  their  ancient  politi- 
cal and  commercial  connexions,  and,  at  the  same  time,  on  the 
part  of  Portugal,  to  uphold  its  declining  power  in  the  East- 
Indies,  by  an  alliance  with  England,  that  the  English  fleets 
might  assist  in  preserving  the  remaining  possessions  of  Por- 
tugal, or  in  recovering  those  which  that  Crown  had  lost, 
during  its  unfortunate  union  with  Spain. 

To  open  to  view  the  sources  of  this  treaty  with  Portugal, 
in  its  spirit  and  in  its  provisions,  as  far  as  they  regarded  the 
London  East-India  Company,  it  is  necessary  only  to  mention, 
that  the  Duke  of  Braganza  had,  in  1640,  reclaimed  this 
sovereignty  from  Spain,  and  had  been  engaged  in  long  wars 
with  that  power,  seeking  to  wrest  it  from  him. 

As  Charles  I.,  in  the  year  1642,  had  recognized,  by 
treaty,  the  right  of  the  Duke  of  Braganza,  and  as,  in  1650,  a 
part  of  the  fleet,  which  had  retained  its  allegiance  to  Charles 
II.,  had  gone  to  Lisbon,  a  war  was  threatened  by  Cromwell, 
which  terminated  in  a  treaty,  signed  in  July  1 654 ;  its  King  be- 
ing then  unable  to  defend  himself  against  Spain  and  England. 

Soon  after  the  Restoration  of  Charles,  the  connexion  be- 
tween the  two  Crowns  was  strengthened,  by  a  general  treaty  of 

alliance, 

(1)— Original  Treaty  between  Charles  II.  and  Charles  XI.  King  of  Sweden,  dated 
1st  October  i66l.    (Preserved  in  the  State  Paper  Office.) 
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alliaDce,  commerce,  and  marriage ;  in  which  it  was  agreed,  chap.  ii. 
that  all  the  treaties  subsisting  between  Portugal  and  England,  introduction. 
from  the  year  1641,  should  be  confirmed  and  ratified;  that 
Portugal  should  cede  to  England,  its  claims  on  the  city  and 
port  of  Tangier,  and  that  an  English  fleet  should  be  sent  to 
take  possession  of  the  place  \  and  the  more  effectually  to  con- 
solidate the  friendship  between  the  two  Crowns,  that  a  marriage 
should  be  solemnized,  between  Charles  and  the  Infanta  Cathe- 
rine of  Portugal,  who  was  to  have,  as  a  portion,  an  immediate 
payment  of  2,000,000  of  Portugal  crowns.  The  political 
arrangements,  however,  in  this  treaty,  discover  not  less 
sources  of  union  between  Great-Britain  and  Portugal,  than 
of  disputes  between  both  Crowns,  and  the  States  General,  ia 
the  East-Indies. 

By  this  treaty,  the  King  of  Portugal  ceded  the  Island  of 
Bombay  and  its  dependencies  to  the  Crown  of  England; 
granted  permission  to  the  English  to  trade  to  Diu,  Goa,  and 
Cochin ;  agreed,  that  if,  by  their  joint  forces,  Ceylon  should 
be  recovered  from  the  Dutch,  the  English  should  have  right 
to  what  conquests  might  be  made  on  that  island  (the  town  and 
fort  of  Columbo  excepted),  and  that  they  should  have  a  par- 
ticipation in  the  cinnamon  trade. 

By  a  secret  article,  Charles  agreed  to  mediate  a  peace 
between  Portugal  and  the  States  General,  and  to  direct,  that 
the  force  sent  out  to  take  possession  of  Bombay,  should  co-ope- 
rate with  the  Portuguese,  in  defending  their  settlements  j  and 

C  2  that. 
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CHAP^.    that,  from  the  date  of  the  refusal  to  accept  his  mediation^ 

litiioduction.  whatever  places  the  Dutch  might  conquer  from  the  Portuguese, 

the  forces  of  the  King  were  to  assist  in  recovering.  <*> 

Two  leading  objects,  at  this  juncture,  appear  equally  to 
have  guided  the  English  councils,  and  both  were  intimately 
connected  with  the  preceding  treaty :— on  the  one  hand,  Charles 
wished  to  support  Portugal,  in  recovering  its  weight  in  the 
political  balance  of  Europe,  against  any  depression  it  might 
experience  from  Spain  ;  and,  on  the  other,  to  check  any 
farther  encroachments  of  the  Dutch,  on  the  Portuguese 
Asiatic  possessions.  These  objects  were  wise  and  politic, 
considered  in  themselves ;  but  improvident  and  impracticable, 
under  the  political  and  commercial  relations  between  England, 
Spain,  France,  and  the  States  General.  Spain  was  in  posses- 
sion of  the  Netherlands,  and,  in  fact,  of  the  barrier  betweea 
France  and  the  States: — ^France,  at  this  juncture,  had  no 
.Asiatic  interests,  and,  therefore,  no  political  antipathy  to  Por- 
tugal : — the  States  General  had  Asiatic  interests,  and  these 
were  not  more  opposed  to  the  renovation  of  the  Portuguese 
powar  and  trade,  than  to  the  progress  of  the  trade  of  the 
London  East-India  Company: — so  that,  at  home,  Charles 

had 

( I  )-.Origtiial  Ratification,  by  the  King  of  Portagal,  of  the  Treaty  of  Peace  and 
Commerce  between  England  and  Portagal,  and  of  Marriage  between  King  Charles  II. 
and  the  Infanta  Catherine  of  Portugal ;  with  the  Secret  Articles,  relative  to  King  Charles 
mediating  a  Peace  between  Portugal  and  the  State*  General :  concluded  at  Whitehall, 
23d  June  1661.    (Preserved  in  the  State  Paper  Office.) 
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had  the  alternatives,  either  to  support  the  Dutch,  who  were  chap.  li. 
depressing  the  English  power  in  the  East ;  or  to  assist  Spain  in  Iniroauction. 
maintaining  the  Netherlands ;  or  to  unite  with  France,  in  the 
project  of  extending  its  limits   into   this  latter  country,  and 
to  overset  the  barrier,  and  subsequently  to  depress  the  Dutch. 

Amid  these  difficulties,  Charles,  unhappily  for  himself 
ajid  his  kingdoms,  sold  Dunkirk  (which  had  been  taken  pos- 
session of  by  Cromwell)  to  France,  and  thus  opened  to  that 
rival  country,  an  entrance  into  the  Narrow  Seas.  This  event 
took  place  at  the  very  time,  when,  by  his  treaty  with  Portugal, 
he  had  agreed  to  unite  the  forces  sent  to  the  East-Indies  to 
take  possession  of  Bombay,  with  those  of  Portugal,  to  resist  the 
encroachments  of  the  Dutch.  The  narrowing  of  the  Spanish 
barrier  in  Europe,  alarmed  the  Dutch  at  home ;  and  the  ^ 
co-operation  of  the  British  and  Portuguese  forces  in  the  East, 
alarmed  them  abroad,  for  the  safety  of  their  Asiatic  trade  and 
conquests : — ^the  Dutch,  at  once,  foresaw  the  probability  of  a 
war  with  England,  and  this  war,  in  fact,  took  place  in  1665.<^> 

It  was  this  war  which  led  to  an  alliance  between  the 
Dutch  and  France,  in  which  the  object  of  Holland  was  to 
strengthen  itself  against  the  northern  confederacy  between 
England,  Sweden,  and  Denmark,  and  to  keep  in  check  the 
English  maritime  power  ;  while  that  of  France  was  to  call  off 

the 

(l).^rigiDal  TVeaty  for  the  Sale  of  Donkirk  to  France,  27th  October  16S2.— — 
English  Declaration  of  War  against  Holland,  22d  February  1065.  (Preserved  in  the 
Stete  P^per  Office.) 
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14  INTRODUCTION. 

CHAP.  IT.  the  attention  of  England  from  the  necessity  of  the  barrier  of 
Introduction,  the  Spanish  Netherlands,  and  to  facilitate  its  favorite  object, 
of  extending  its  northern  frontier.  The  effect  of  these  trans- 
actions was  the  reverse  of  what  any  of  the  parties  in  them  ex- 
pected ;  for  it  produced  peace  between  Spain  and  Portugal,  by 
the  mediation  of  England ;  and  though,  by  the  memorable 
naval  engagements  between  the  Dutch  and  English,  during 
this  war,  the  strength^  of  both  was,  for  a  time,  diminished, 
the  experience  which  both  acquired  in  naval  affairs,  pre- 
pared them  to  resist  the  subsequent  naval  armaments  of 
France,  to  depress  each.  These  events,  which  affected  the 
commercial  interests  of  the  Dutch  and  English  in  the  East- 
Indies,  will  throw  light  on  the  Annals  of  the  London  East- 
India  Company,  and  explain  the  efforts  of  both  nations,  in 
endeavouring  to  maintain  their  respective  shares  of  Asiatic 
relations  and  trade.(*> 

The 

(l) — ^Treaty  of  Alliance  between  England  and  Sweden,  concluded  at  Stockholm, 
Idt  March  J 665  5  and  original  Ratification  by  the  King  of  Sweden,  of  the  Secret  Arti- 
cle.  English  Declaration  of  War  against  Denmark,    19th  September    1666.— 

French  Declaration  of  War  against  England,  27th  January  1667.—  English  Declara- 
tion of  War  against  France,  gth  February  1667.— •  Original  Treaty  of  Peace  between 
England  and  Spain,  concluded  at  Madrid,  23d  May  I667,  and  Secret  Articles,  and 
King  of  Spain's  Ratifications. Original  particular  Treaty  between  the  Kings  of  Eng- 
land and  Spain,  for  making  a  Truce  between  Spain  and  Portugal  for  forty -five  years, 

concluded  23d  May  1667. Original  Treaty  of  Peace  between  Spain  and  Portugal, 

by  the  Mediation  of  England,  dated  13th  February  1 667-6,  with  the  original  Rati- 
fication of  the  Prince  and  Queen  of  Portugal.  (Presenred  in  the  State  Paper 
Office.) 
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INTRODUCTION.  15 

The  peace,  at  this  juncture,  between  Spain  and  Por-  chap.  ir. 
tugal,  by  the  mediation  of  England,  gave  to  King  Charles  imroductiQn. 
great  influence  on  the  continent,  and  prepared  Europe 
for  the  Peace  of  Breda,  which  was  to  give  tranquillity  to 
England,  to  France,  to  Holland,  and  to  Denmark.  The 
sources  of  the  Treaty  of  Breda  (31st  July  1667)  are  rather 
to  be  perceived  in  the  actual  situation  of  the  belligerent 
powers,  than  in  the  mediation  of  Sweden ;  the  influence  of 
which  could  not  have  compelled  England,  or  the  States 
Grenera],  to  open  the  negotiation,  whatever  effect  it  might 
have  had  in  bringing  Denmark  to  pacific  terms. 

In  order  to  perceive  more  readily  the  nature  and  objects 
of  the  Treaty  of  Breda,  it  may  be  proper,  first,  to  advert  to  the 
substance  of  the  treaty,  between  England  and  the  States  Gene- 
ral ;  next,  to  that  between  England  and  France  ;  and  lastly,  to 
that  between  England  and  Denmark. 

The  treaty  between  England  and  the  States  General 
assumed  two  aspects, — ^that  of  alliance,  and  that  of  commerce ; 
the  substaince  of  the  former  is,  as  follows : — ^The  possessions  of 
the  two  countries  to  be  restored  to  the  basis  on  which  they 
rested  on  the  21st  of  the  preceding  May.  As  the  Island  of 
Polaroon  had,  during  the  war,  been  seized  on  by  the  Dutch, 
it  had  become  the  property  of  the  States  General,  and  all  dis- 
putes, as  well  regarding  the  East-Indies,  as  other  parts,  were 
agreed  to  be  wholly  obliterated  :  Surinam  was  yielded  to  the 
Dutch,  and  New  York  to  the  English,  upon  the  principle  of 

the 
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16  INTRODUCTION. 

CHAP.  II.  the  Uti  Possidetis;    and  the  Dutch  consented  to  pay  the 
htroduciUm.  honoFS  required  to  the  English  flag. 

The  substance  of  the  treaty  of  commerce  was,  in  general ; 
the  repeal  of  all  prohibitory  acts  and  proclamations  issued  dur- 
ing the  war  ; — ^the  explanation  of  the  effect  of  the  Act  of  Navi- 
gation, as  far  as  regarded  the  States  General,  or  that  the  pro- 
duce of  Germany,  brought  by  the  rivers  which  passed  through 
the  territories  of  the  States  General,  should  be  deemed  the 
produce  of  Holland  ; — Commissioners  to  be  appointed,  to  ex- 
amine and  decide  on  commercial  disputes  ; — ^and,  in  the  mean 
time,  the  rule  to  be  (altering  the  terms  so  as  to  render  them  ap- 
plicable to  the  States  General  and  to  England}  the  regulations 
estabhshed,  between  France  and  Holland,  from  the  26th  to  the 
42d  article  inclusive,  or  that  neither  of  the  contracting  parties 
were  to  supply  the  enemies  of  the  other  with  naval  or  military 
stores,  but  might  carry  on  their  commerce  freely. 

The  substance  of  the  treaty  between  France  and  England 
is,  as  follows ; — cessation  of  hostiUties ;— edicts  against  either 
nation  to  be  abrogated  ; — ^the  oblivion  of  injuries ; — ^firee 
navigation  and  commerce; — ^release  of  prisoners,  without 
ransom  ; — ^the  restitution  of  the  Island  of  St.  Christopher's 
to  England,  and  of  the  province  of  Acadia  to  France; — ^and 
restitution,  in  general,  of  the  possessions  of  the  two  Crowns, 
as  before  th^  war. 

The  substance  of  the  treaty  between  England  and  Den- 
mark, was  ;— the  cessation  of  hostilities ; — ^the  restitution  of 

places 
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places  captured  during  the  war ; — and  the   oblivion  of  all   chap.  it. 

injuries*  IntroducUon. 

The  Treaty  of  Breda  was  formally  guaranteed  by  an  Act 
of  tibe  Ambassadors  of  the  King  of  Sweden^  dated  at  Breda, 
27th  August  1667  S') 

This  treaty  bad  scarcely  been  ratified^  when  the  jealousies 
and  opposing  interests  of  the  European  powers  again  in- 
Tolved  tibem  in  negotiations,  and  wars ;  with  this  difference 
only,  that  the  powers  which  had  been  in  alliance,  previously 
to  die  Treaty  of  Breda,  were  to  shift  their  relations,  and  to 
range  tbemselves  under  the  principle  of  maintaining  the  barrier 
of  ithe  Netkerlands,  by  associations,  which,  had  diey  preceded 
the  Tnetfty  of  Breda,  would  have  preserved  the  ancient  line  of 
Flanders,  aad  not  given  an  opportunity  to  Louis  XIV.,  cm  his 
uorthern  froiutier,  io  occupy  portions  of  that  country,  which^ 
MtaAfOr  a  powerful  numarchy,  like  S^pain,  were  necessary  to 
liAlance  the  power  of  France,  to  keep  open  the  commuoi* 
cations  between  JGermany,  die  Netherlands,  and  the  States 
Genendl,  and  to  preserve  €kit  ties  of  ^ronnexion  between  die 
Dutch  anil  Engiifi^,  to  the  exclusion  of  the  French  marine 
from  the  Narrow  Seas. 

It  was  evident,  even  at  this  time,  that  both  the  Spanish  • 
and  French   ships  of  war  could  proceed  against  the  trade, 
VOL.  II.  D  equally 

(l)^Priated  Copy  of  the  Treaty  of  Breda^  between  England^  Holland^  France^ 

tndDenmark,  Slst  Jaly  16^. King  of  Sweden's  original  Guarantee  of  the  Treaty 

of  Breda^  dated  27th  Angnst  1667.    (Preserved  in  the  State  Paper  Office.) 
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CHAP.  II.  equally  of  EDgland  and  the  States  General.  The  urgency  of 
Introduction,  this  circumstance  led  to  the  Triple  Alliance  between  Eng- 
land^ Holland,  and  Sweden^  the  accession  of  which  last 
power  can  only  be  traced  to  so  remote  a  cause  as  the  Spanish 
interests  in  the  Netherlands,  in  which  the  combined  forces 
were  to  repel^  and  keep  in  check,  the  armies  of  France. 

This  event,  or  the  Triple  Alliance,  proceeded  from  the 
conduct  of  Louis  XIV.,  who,  at  the  time  he  was  negotiating 
the  Treaty  of  Breda,  and  publicly  in  alliance  with  Holland, 
was  making  rapid  conquests  of  the  towns  in  Spanish  Flanders, 
and  approaching  the  Dutch  frontier.  This  measure  induced 
England  to  enter  into  a  treaty  of  Defensive  Alliance  with  the 
States  General^  dated  23d  January  1668,  and  with  Sweden, 
(^influenced  by  Spain),  to  stop  the  French  conquests,  if  not 
to  recover  them,  as  forming  a  part  of  the  barrier.  By  this 
treaty,  England  and  the  States  united  those  very  fieets 
against  France,  which  had  improvidently  been  employed  to 
destroy  each  other,  and  stipulated  the  military  forces,  ^six 
thousand  foot  and  four  hundred  horse  each,)  with  which  they 
were  to  defend  the  Netherlands.  To  this  treaty  the  King  of 
Sweden  acceded,  on  the  25th  April  1668.0) 

The 

(l).-^riginal  Treaty  of  Defeosive  AlFiance  between  Charles  II.  and  the  State 
.Creneral^  dated  23d  January  1668,  with  Separate  Articles  and  Ratifications.—- 
Original  Treaty  of  Triple  Alliance,  between  England,  Holhihd,  and  Sweden,  dated  25th 
April  1666,  with  Separate  Articles  and  Ratifications.  (Preserved  ki  the  State  Paper 
Office.) 
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The  treaty  of  Defensive  Alliance  between  England  and  chap.  ii. 
Holland  was  accompanied  by  a  Marine  Treaty,  or  Treaty  of  Iniroduciion. 
Commerce,  dated  l/th  February  1668,  of  which  the  sub- 
stance is ; — that  the  ships  and  vessels  of  the  contracting  powers 
should  have  free  access  to  the  ports  of  the  respective  coun- 
tries, and  be  at  Uberty  to  carry  all  articles,  warlike  stores  ex- 
cepted ;— that,  to  prevent  disputes,  passports,  authorized  by  the 
King  and  the  States  General,  should  be  granted,  the  produc- 
tion of  which  was  to  be  deemed  a  protection  for  the  cargo ; — 
that  the  ships  of  war,  of  either,  power,  were  to  keep  without 
cannon  shot  of  the  trading  vessels  of  each,  and  to  send  an  offi- 
cer only  to  examine  their  passes ; — and  that  these  regulations 
were  to  apply  to  the  vessels  of  both  countries,  even  in  the 
event  of  either  of  them  being  at  war  with  any  kingdom  or 
state,  the  allies  of  the  other*  <^> 

From  thesis  political  and  commercial  circumstances  of 
the  contracting  powers,  it  is  natural  to  infer,  that  they  had 
taken  a  decided  line  of  conduct^  or  that  the  members  of  the 
Triple  Alliance,  and  Spain,  had  determined  to  recover  Spanish 
flanders;  but  the  shifting  politics,  both  of  France  and  of 
England,  at  this  juncture,  distracted  the  views  of  the  other 
powers,  and  led  to  the  treaty  of  St,  Germain-en-Laye,  15th 
April  1668,  between  England,   Holland,    and  France;    and 

D  2  this 

(1)— Original  Treaty  of  Navigation  and  Commerce  between  Charles  II.  and 
the  States  General,  dated  ]7th  February  x66Q,  (Preserved  in  the  State  Paper 
Oflfice.) 
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CHAP.  II.  this  treaty  gare  Spain  the  altematiTe,  only,  of  renewing  itar 
Introduction,  claims  to  the  late  French  conquests^  or  of  narrowing  its  fron- 
tier from  Dunkirk^  in  a  tine  to  the  Bishoprick  of  Leige, 
which  last  alternative  was  accepted  hy  Spain^  by  the  Treaty 
of  Aix-la*Chapelle^  between  France  and  Spain^  2d  May 
1668 :  France^  thus,  gained  the  only  advantage^  while  the 
other  powers  were  left  in  a  narrower  situation^  to  resist  the 
future  aggressions  of  that  Crown.  ^^> 

In  this  state  of  the  European  baknce^  England  formed 
treaties  of  commerce  with  Denmark  and  with  Spain^  to  ad- 
just  the  disputes  in  America^  and  in  the  West-Indies ;  while 
France^  which^  in  the  Treaty  of  Aix-la-ChapeBe^  had  eti- 
dently  no  other  view  Ihan  to  extend  its  fronliery  persuaded 
Charles  into  an  alliance,  for  the  subjugation  and  division  of 
the  United  Provinces ;  still  leaving  the  flimsy  pretext,  of  al- 
lowing the  Spanish  barrier  to  remain:  but  if  this  ccmquest  had 
been  made,  that  barrier  would  no  longer  have  been  of  any  value. 
That  Charles  was  deceived  by  Lotus  XIV.  in  this  transaction, 
appears,  from  the  frivc^ous  reasons  assigned  by  him,  for  the  war, 
viz.  the  irr^plar  proceedings  6[  the  Dutch,  at  Surinam  and 
the  East-Indies,  which  had  obliged  him  to  join  with  France 

ifi 

(1)— Original  Treatj  between  England,  Holland,  and  France,  for  mediating  a  Peace 
be^D^een  France  and  Spain,  concluded  at  St.  Germatn-en-Laje,  15th  April  166S,  with 
Separate  Article  and  Ratifications.——  Original  Treatj  of  Peace  between  France  and 
Spain,  by  the  mediation  of  Holland  and  England,  concluded  at  Aix-la^hapdle,.  ad 
May  1668,  with  Separate  Articles  and  Ratifications.  (Preserved  in  the  State  Paper  Office.) 


Digitized  by 


Google 


X 


INTRODUCTION.  21 

in  Bubrerting  that  teiy  poorer,  in  fiorope,  which^  from  the  rdgA    CStap.  If. 
of  £]i2abeth^  had  been  the  means  of  upholdiiig  the  indepen-  ^ntrodaefkn. 
dence^   and  balandi^   the  powers  of  the  greater  Earopean 
states;  while  the  petext  of  Louis  XIV.  was  ooly^  tbat  his 
ferther  toleration  of  the  interferences  of  the  Dutch  with  the 
greater  powers  of  Europe,  was  inconsistent  with  his  glory,  <*> 

The  war,  of  eavttse,  between  France  and  England  on  the 
one  part,  and  the  States  General,  on  the  other,  took  place. 
In  this  detail,  k  is  necessary  only  to  state,  that  the  Freneb  army 
made  a  conquest  of  the  provinces  of  Gneiderland  and  Utrecht, 
while  the  troops  of  the  Bishop  of  Munster  (the  ally  of  England)^ 
took  possession  of  Oreryssel,  Zutphen,  aend  Groningen,  leaving 
ix^  the  States  General  the  proi^ces  of  Holland  and  Zealand 
only ;  and  that  the  battle  of  Solebay,  whether  considered  as  a 
victory  or  as  a  defeat,  weakened  the  maritime  powers,  whose 
ttnion  and  efforts  had,  hitherto,  averted  the  universal  monar--^ 
ehy  prqected  by  France. 

The  projects  of  Charles  11.  and  Louis  XIV.  ^eve  not      »  *  7  "         /  ^  * 
confined,  at  this  cri^s,  to  the  destruction  of  the  States  Ge-    Vm^a/'  . 
neral,  as  a  sovereignty,  in  Europe,  but  went  to  the  sulrver-    t//    ;  '•; 

sion 

(1) — Original  Ratification  bj  the  King  of  Denmark  of  a  Treaty  of  Commerce  with 
England^  concluded  at  Copenhagen^  ilth  Jaly  i670.—- —  Original  Treaty  between 
England  and  Spain^  relative  to  America  and  the  West-Indies,  concluded  at  Madrid^  ISlh 
July  1670. Original  Treaty  of  Alliance  between  Louis  XIV.  and  Charles  II.,  con- 
cluded at  Whitehall,  12th  February  1672,  with  Secret  Articles  and  ftatifications.  (Pre- 
served in  the  State  Paper  Office.) English  and  French  Declarations  of  War  against 

Holland,  dated  17th  March  and  6th  April  1672, 
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CHAP.iL  ripn  of  their  power  and  commerce  in  the  Eaat-Indies^-^-witb 
Introduction,  tjjjg  view,  a  project  of  a  ^treaty  was  concerted,  for  bringing 
in  the  Prince  of  Portugal  to  be  a  parly  in  the  war,  both  thfit 
he  might  have  the  temptation  of  recoyerin^  the  possessicms 
in  the  East-Indies^  of  which  the  Dutch  had  dispossessed 
that  Crown,  and  that  he  nught  be  secured  against 
farther  losses  of  territories,  or  commercie,  In  that  distant 
quarter. 

By,  this  project,  France  was  to  famish  ten  ships  of  war^ 
England  ten,  and  Portugal  twenty  gallies  and  gallions : — ^the 
fleets  were  first  to  seize  on  the  Dutph  colony  at  Saldanha 
Bay;  they  were  then  to  r^dezvous  at  Goa;  Cochin  and 
Connanore  were  ;to  be  conquered,  and  restored  to  Portugal; 
Ceylon  was  next  to  be  reduced;  Punto  de  Ga]16  .ceded  to 
Englfind,  Negambo  to.Fra;nce,  .and  Columbo  to  Pprtuga],  and 
the  pinnamon  trade  to  foe  ^nally  divided ;  Polaroon  and  Am^* 
boyna  were  to  be  obtained  for  England;  and^  in  the  event 
of  Spain  attacking  Portugal,  France  and  England  were  to 
vnite  their  arms  in  its  defence ;  and  this  treaty  was  to  be  foU 
lowed  up  by  »  commercial  treaty  betwe^en  England  and  Por- 
tugal. This  transaction  was  to  be  kept  secret,  till  the  combined 
fleets  should  put  to  sea.  <^>. 

During 

(1)— Projector  an  Offensive  and  Defensive  Treaty  between  England,  France,  and 
Portugal,  against  the  States  General,  1673. Project  of  a  Treaty  of  Commerce  be- 
tween England  and  Portu^^al,  January  1(^3.    (Preserved  in  the  State  Paper  Office.) 
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During  this  war,  the  united  powers  of  France  and  Eng-    Chap.il 
land  were  opposed  by  the  States  General,  in  consequence  of  the  ii^^roduction. 
assistance  which  they  received  from  the  Emperor,  the  Elector 
of  Brandenburgh,  and  the  Governor  of  the  Spanish  Nether- 
lands, .  till  the   commencement  of  the  year  l&^i ;  when,  by 
the  mediation  of  the  Marquis  del  Fresno,  the  Spanish  Am-^ 
bassador^   a  separate  treal^  between  England  and '  Holland 
was  concluded,  at  Westminster,  on  the  l/th  February  1674, 
of  which  the  substance  is :-— cessation  of  hostilities  vidtbin  a 
limited  period;  satisfaction  to  be  made  to  the  English,  re- 
f^pecting  the   ships  and  property  detained  at  Surinam;   the 
Marine  Treaty  of  1668  to  be  continued,  until  a  new  one  could ' 
be  formed ;   and  the  appointment  of  Commissioners,  to  settle 
dispntes  regarding  the  possessions  and  trade  of  both  countriei^  > 
in  the  East-Indies. 

The  Maritfe  Treaty  with  Hdland,  to  which  reference 
was  made  in  the  eighth  article  of  the  Treaty  of  Peace,  was 
poncluded  at  Westminster,  11th  December  1674,  on  the  basis 
of  the  Marine  Treaty,  of  1668. 

It  was  found  more  difficult  to  settle  the  disputes,  regard- 
ing the  possessions  and  trade  of  the  two  nations,  in  the  East- 
Indies.  The  Commissioners  of  each  nation  ;met,  at  London^ 
agreeably  to  the  ninth  article  of  the  Treaty  of  Peace ;  but 
as  they  could  not  come  to  an  agreement  within  three  months, 
as  specified  in  the  treaty,  it  was  settled,  that  ten  days  farther 
time  should  be  allowed,  that  is,  from  the  9th  to  the  19th 

Decem{>er 
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^,^^^^'  J>aceinter  16^4 :   bwi  it  was  not  m  the  18th  of  March  foU 
iniroductiQfu  ig^^g^  ^}^  ^y  fixed,   Ifk  geoeral  terms,  to  rrffar  die  disputes 
to  an  arbiter,  and  agreed^  that  the  nisath  w^Sck  «f  the  Treai^r 
of  Peace  had  been  (lidfilled/^^ 

These  treaties  dP  peace  and  oommeroe  between  England 
and  the  States,  in  fact,  only  delirered  the  Dutch  from  one  of 
their  most  powerful  opponents,  but  left  the  barrier  of  the 
Ndherkinds  exposed  to  the  armies  of  France ;  and  ^^  it  wai 
followed  by  a  commereial  treaty  between  Charles  II.  and 
L0U4S  XIV.^  an  opportunity  was  giv^en,  to  supply  the  Frendi 
fleet  with  nayal  stores,  to  enable  them  to  combat  wkh,  as^ 
destroy  the  Dutch  navy;  an  evil,  whidi,  had  it  taken  place, 
wo»Id  have  pn^bably  rendered  the  ieet  of  France  superior 
to  thait  €)£  England,  and  not  <mly  destroyed  the  balanee 
among  the  European  powers,  but  endangered  (ihe  marine  and 
commerce  of  Great-Britain.  T%e  maniage,  however,  of  the 
Prince  of  Orange  with  the  Princess  Mary,  the  King^s  nie<jc, 
produced  a  more  strict  afliance  witli  the  States  General  j 
and  the  talents  of  that  Prince,  who  now  began  to  he  oon- 
^  sidered 

(I)— Original  Commission  from -the  Scates  General  to  the  Marjuls  4eJ  Fresno,  t# 

mediate  a  Peace  between  England  and  Holland,    12th  February  1674. Original 

RatHication  of  the  Treaty  of  Peace  between  England  and  Holland,  eoncluded  a€ 
Westm^lter,  nth  December  1674.— -  OngiiM  Mari&e  Treaty  Ivetweea  Sng^and  an4 
HoUand,  concluded  at  Westmiotter^  llth  December  k^A^  wHk  ^e  Batificatioo  ap4 
AgreemenU. Original  Declaration  of  the  English  and  Dutch  Plenipotentiaries^  re- 
specting the  fulfilment  of  the  Ninth  article  of  the  Treaty  of  Peace,  relative  to  the  Eastr 
Indies.    (Preserved  in  the  State  Paper  Office.) 
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sMered  as  the  Preserver  of  the  liberties  of  Europe^  brought   ^(J^^-  "• , 
forward  the  Congress  of  Nim^uen,  in  1678,  for  the  general  ^ntrod^tiw. 
pacification  of  Europe,  under  the  mediation  of  England  and 
Holland. 

The  treaty  between  France  and  HdJLand  was  «gned  at 
Nimeguen,  10th  August ;  that  between  France  and  Spain,  on 
the  17tfa  Septra^ber  1678 ;  and  that  between  France  and  the 
Emperor,  on  the  3d  February  1679.<^> 

It  does  not  appear,  that  Chaiies,  during  the  remainder  of 
his  reign,  made  any  akerations  in  the  relations  established 
by  the  Treaty  of  Nimeguen,  between  England  and  foreign 
powers;  for  though  he  did  not  recede  from  his  partiality 
towards  France,  yet  he  had  either  become  too  indolent,  or 
too  absorbed  in  pleasure,  again  to  risk  the  perilous  results 
of  uncertain  war. 

Tliere  did  not  occur,  during  the  short  reign  of  James  II.,  During  th« 

reigoofKing 

any  event  affecting  theforeign  relations  of  England,  except  the  James  ii. 
treaty  with  Louis  XIV.,  for  a  neutrality  in  America,  dated  16th 
November  1686,  by  which  the  foreign  possessions  of  the  two 
Crowns  (even  in  the  event  of  a  war)  were  to  be  left  unmolested 
by  either ;  and  as  the  French  were,  at  this  time,  beginning  to 
form  a  trade  and  factories  in  the  East-Indies,  this  neutrality 
VOL.  II.  E  was 

(1)— Printed  Copy  of  the  Treaty  Marine  between  England  and  France,  I4tb  February 

1677- Original  Treaty  of  Defensive  Alliance  between  England,  and  for   procuring  a 

general  Peace,  26th  January  rd78  3  with  the  original  Separate  Articles  and  Ratifications  | 
and  printed  Copies  of  the  Treaties  of  Niaaeguen,  1678.  (Preserved  rn  the  State  Faper 
Office.) 
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CHAP.  IL 

Introduction. 


uas  deemed,  by  Louis  XIV.,  favourable  to  his  project  of 
trade  in  the  countries  within  the  London  Company's  limits ; 
anticipating,  that,  as  he  might  there  be  opposed  by  the  Dutch, 
his  relations  with  England  would  be  sufficient  to  afibrd 
protection  to  his  subjects  or  factories  in  that  distant  quarter. 
Tliis  scheme,  however,  as  well  as  the  obvious  intentions  erf" 
France,  to  aggrandize  itself  in  Flanders,  Germany,  and 
Holland,  was  the  source  of  the  league  of  the  German  Princes, 
at  Augsburgh,  formed,  at  this  time,  by  the  Prince  of  Orange ; 
a  measure  which  led  to  the  Revolution,  of  1688,  in  Great- 
Britain.(0 


Sketch  of  the  II. — Having  referred   to  the  political    and    commercial 

political  and 

commercial    relations   of  Great-Britain  yn\\\  the  European  powers,  from 

characters  of     ,       ^  i      -w^  t     • 

the  Native     the  Restoration,  to  the  Revolution,  as  a  necessary  prehmmary 

Powers  in  the  ,  r»      t_        x        j 

Peninsula  of  to   explain  the    sources  of  the  proceedings  of   the    London 

India,  during 

the  reign  of  East -India  Company,  either  in  forming  factories,  or  carrying 

Aurungzebe.  . 

on  their  commerce,  we  have  to  re-assume  the  historical 
abridgment  of  the  actual  political  state  of  the  coimtries  within 
their  limits,  that  from  a  knowledge  of  the  great  facts  regarding 
them,  we  may  measure  the  value  and  the  extent  of  the 
Company's  transactions. 

In 

(1)— Original  Ratification,  by  Louis  XTV.,  of  the  Treaty  of  Nentrality  in  America, 
concluded  at  Whitehall,  J  6th  November  1686.    (Preserved  in  the  State  Paper  Office.) 
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In  the  Introduction  to  this  work,  we  took  a  general  survey  chap.  il. 
of  the  political  character  of  the  countries,  from  the  Cape  of  Imroduaion. 
Good  Hope  to  the  Straits  of  Babelmandel,  and  of  those  bor- 
dering on  the  Gulfs  of  Arabia  and  Persia,  with  the  object  of 
ascertaining  the  practicability  of  trade  with  them ;  and,  ex- 
tending t^is  survey  to  the  Peninsula  of  India,  sketched  out  the 
origin  and  progress  of  the  Mogul  Empire,  from  the  reign  of  Ac- 
bar  to  the  accession  of  Aurungzebe ;  a  period  coinciding,  in  chro- 
nology, with  the  Annals  of  the  East -India  Ck>mpany,  from  their 
establishment,  to  the  Restoration  of  King  Charles  II. ;  and  the 
events,  which  we  have  detailed,  have  illustrated  the.  character 
of  the  chie£ships  to  the  eastwards  of  the  Peninsula  of  India, 
including  Malacca,  and  such  of  the  Eastern  Islands  (the 
Bandas,  Moluccas,  and  Japan)  with  which  the  Europeans 
had  hitherto  temporary  political  and  commercial  intercourse  : 
for,  as  yet,  we  do  not  find,  that  any  direct  trade  had  been 
practicable  with  China ;  on  the  contrary,  that  the  interchanges 
with  that  country  had  come  through  the  connexions  between 
its  junks,  and  the  islanders  in  the  farther  Indian  seas,  and 
.through  them,  in  a  very  inferior  degree,  with  the  European 
traders. 

With  the  object  of  throwing  light  on  the  Annals  of 
the  East-India  Company,  from  the  Restoration  of  Charles 
II.  to  the  Revolution  in  England  (1688),  we  must  con- 
tinue the  general  review  of  the  political  and  commercial 
circumstances  of  the  countries  within  the  Company's  limits  j 

E2  and 
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CHAP.  II.  and,  as  the  reign  of  Axuningzebe  terminated  only  one  year 
Jntroduction.  fcefoTe  the  Union  of  the  London  and  English  East-India 
Companies,  in  I7O8,  it  will  be  necestsary  to  keep  this  detail 
unbrdken,  that  we  may  trace  the  rise  of  those  powers,  in  Ae 
Peninsula  of  India,  which  appeared  during  this  reign,  partly 
from  the  Hindoo  States  and  Princes  reclaiming  their  indepen- 
dence, and  partly  from  the  officers,  who  had  commanded 
in  the  Mogul  Provinces,  beginning  to  lay  the  foundations  of 
those  lesser  sorereignties,  which  we  shall  find  contriButing, 
in  the  sequel^  to  the  -subrersion  of  the  Empire. 
State  of  the  Aurungzebe  became  Emperor,    under   the  title  of  Al- 

Mogul    Em- 
pire,  at  the  lumguire  I.,    in  1659,  and  though  Shah  Jehan  lited  seven 

aoceMioQ     of 

Aurungzebe.  years  after  his  degradation,  he  was  a  prisoner  in  the  castle  of 
Agra.<*> 

Hie  dominions  of  the  Moguls,  during  the  period  of  Shah 
Jehan 's  confinement,  were  considerably  extended  ;  for,  at  his 
death,  in  1666,  they  stretched  from  Cabul  to  the  Nerbuddah ; 
westward  of  this  river,  to  the  Indus,  and,  to  the  eastward, 
comprehended  Bengal  and  Orissa,  and  in  the  intermediate 
region,  or  the  Decan,  the  countries  of  Brampore,  Aurung- 
abad,  Ahmednagur,  and  Beder,  which  had  been  reduced  and 
consolidated  into  one  government,  bounded  on  the  east,  by 

Bahar^ 

(1)— Orme*8  Historical  Fragments,  page  8. Dow*«  History  of  Hindostan  (Edit. 

1803)  page  275. Renners  Introduction,  page  6l. Bernier's  History  of  the  Revo- 
lution in  the  Mogul  Empire. Scotf  s  History  of  the  Decan,  vol.  ii,  page  9,  dates  the 

accession  of  Aurungzebe,  in  l657^ 
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fiahar,  on  the  west,   by  the  hills  of  Concan,    and  on  the  chap.  ii. 
south,  by  Golcondah  and  Visiafiore.  (^>  lntro£cikn. 

Aurungzebe,  after  he  became  Emperor,  affected  the  same 
devotion  which  had  marked  him  in  his  contest  with  his  bro- 
thers^  and  discovered  a  strength  of  understanding,  and  a 
knowledge  of  the  characters  of  the  people  over  whom  he  was 
placed,  which  qualified  him  to  give  a  splendor  to  the  Mogul 
Government,  which  it  had  w>t  exhibited  during  any  preceding 
period  of  its  histwy. 

Three  objects  marked  the  reign  of  Aurungzebe ; — first, 
the  suppression  of  the  parties  which  adhered  to  his  father's 
and  to  his  brothers'  interests ;  next,  making  conquests  in  the 
Decan,  and,  in  general,  the  enlargement  of  his  frontier  j  and, 
lastl  y,t  he  consolidation  of  the  Mogtd  system  of  government, 
and  the  enlargement  of  its  resources. 

The  Jirst  of  these  objects,  or  the  establishing  himself  per-  His  first  ob- 
man^dtly  on  that  throne,  which  his  ambition  had  led  him  to  Consolidation 
seize,  may  be  traced  in  the  following  events.  ^    **  po\^^u 

Aurungzebe's  brothers  had  numerous  adherents  : — ^the 
popular  character  of  Sultan  Darah,  as  well  as  his  residing  at 
the  capital,  recommended  him  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  central 
provinces : — at  Delhi,  in  particular,  he  had  many  friends ; 
and  he  was  not,  as  yet,  so  positively  ruined,  but  the  shifting 
favors  of  fortune  might  again  bring  him  forward,  to  reward 
theattachment  and  fidelity  of  his  adherents : — ^he  had  also  an 

army; 

(i)-*Orme*s  Historical  Fragments^  sect  1.  page  4,  note  ad>  in  which  the  Indian 
authorities  are  enumerated* 
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^^^P^j-  army;  and  his  son,  Soliman,  was  hastening  with  another  to 
/«/ro(/wc/ion.  JQij^  jjjjjj . — ^aware  of  the  active  character  of  Soliman,  Auning- 
zebe  determined  to  destroy  his  army  : — ^he  knew  how  easy  it 
was  to  detach  the  Indian  soldiery  from  their  allegiance,  and  he, 
therefore,  sent  his  emissaries  among  them,  to  work  partly  on 
their  fears,  and  partly  on  their  avarice,  and  succeeded  so  com- 
pletely, that,  in  a  few  weeks,  desertion  became  so  general, 
that  this  army  was  no  longer  formidable. 

This  unexpected  reverse  broke  the  high  spirit  of  Darah, 
who  abandoned  an  advantageous  post,  which  he  had  taken  on 
the  banks  of  the  Bea^  and  retreated  from  the  province  of  La- 
liore/*> 

Sultan  Sujah,  during  these  transactions,  assembled  a 
considerable  force  at  AUahabad,  and  marched  to  meet  the  army 
of  Aurungzebe: — the  conflict  was  long  and  obstinate  : — ^the 
guards  of  the  Princes,  commanded  by  themselves,  in  person,  en- 
countered each  other,  vnth  the  most  obstinate  perseverance: — 
victory  at  last  declared  for  Aurungzebe: — ^after  his  defeat,  Su- 
jah fled  first  to  Patna,  and  next  to  Mongheer,  and  Aurungzebe 
returned  towards  Delhi,  leaving  his  son,  Mahomed,  to  pursue 
Sujah  with  ten  thousand  horse/^> 

Darah,  who  had  passed  the  Desert,  again  made  his  ap- 
pearance at  the  head  of  an  army  :-*-in  his   flight,  he  applied 

to 

(I)— Dow's  History  of  HindosUn,  vol.  iii,  pages  2S6,  290,  292.-—  Bernieri 
History  of  the  Revolution  in  the  Mogul  Empire. 

(2)-— Dow's  History  of  Hindostan,  vol,  iii.,  pages  29O— 30 i,——  Orme's  Historical 
Fi-agments^  note  10.——  Bernier*s  History  of  the  Revolution  In  the  Mogul  Empire; 
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to  Shah  Nawaz^  the  governor  of  the  province  of  the  Guzzerat ;   chap.  ii. 
and  was  joined  by  the  troops  of  the  Maha-Rajah,  who  had  lately  introduction. 
revolted  from  Aurungzebe ;  but  this  chief  was  easily  seduced^ 
and,  in  an  unexpected  and  critical  moment,  deserted  the  cause 
of  Darah.(i> 

Aurungzebe  approached  the  camp  of  Darah,  who  had 
taken  an  advantageous  position  in  Agimere,  which  was 
fortified  and  defended  by  a  small  body  of  European  artillery, 
composed  of  Portuguese,  French,  and  English,  whom  he  had 
collected  for  this  service.  On  this  occasion,  Aurungzebe  had 
recourse  to  stratagem,  and  having  among  his  followers  two 
Indian  chiefs,  who  had  formerly  been  attached  to  the  army  of 
Soliman,  Darah's  son,  employed  them  in  the  scheme  of  sur- 
prizing his  brother's  camp ; — ^these  men  were  sent  to  Darah, 
with  professions  of  penitence  for  their  past  treachery,-  and 
with  an  offer  to  betray  Aurungzebe,  as  a  proof  of  their  new 
sincerity  : — ^Darah  listened  to  the  plausible  tale,  and  confided 
in  their  promises  : — ^it  was  agreed,  that  they  should  march  out 
of  Aurungzebe's  camp,  as  if  they  intended  to  attack  that  of 
Darah^  and  then  throw  off  the  mask,  and  join  his  army  : — 
Darah,  the  following  morning,  beheld  their  approach,  with 
anxious  hopes  of  the  important  change  in  his  favor,  which 
it  would  have  produced : — they  marched  up  to  his  trenches, 
entered  them  without  opposition,  but,  instead  of  turning  on 

his 

(1)— Dow's  HUtory  of  Hindostan,  vol.  iii.^  pages  308 — 315. Orme's  Histori* 

«al  Fragments^  Note  10.«"«»  Bermer's  History  of  the  Revolution  in  the  Mogul  Empire. 
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CHAP.  II.  his  enemy,  opened  a  passage  for  Aurungzebe's  army : — a  com- 
Introduction.  plete  defeat  was  the  consequence ;  Darah's  army  was  dispersed^ 
and  his  misfortunes  were  now  drawing  to  a  close. 

Darah  fled  towards  the  Desert  of  Scindi,  where  his 
friends  forsook  him : — after  a  thousand  hardships,  he  reached 
its  other  extremity,  and  took  refuge  with  Jihc^i-ChoD : — Jihon 
made  fair  promises  to  support  him,  but  secretly  sent  offers  to 
Aurungzebe  to  defiver  him  into  his  power : — ^Aurungzebe  hesi- 
tated not  a  moment  to  accept  this  offer,  and  Darah  and  bis  son 
became  his  prisoners : — as  soon  as  they  were  in  the  tyrant's 
power,  he  conducted  them  to  Delhi,  and  ordered  them  to  be 
led,  with  every  mark  of  ignominy,  in  his  procession  througb 
the  streets  of  that  capital,  and  then  employed  two  Afghans, 
to  enter  Darab's  prison  the  following  night,  and  put  hia 
to  death,  on  the  11th  September  1659/*) 

The  fate  of  Sujah  seems  to  have  been  equally  tragical  :-— 
After  his  defeat,  he  retreated  towards  Tanda,  where  he  bad 
made  a  halt,  expecting  to  be  reinforced  with  troops  whidh 
had  been  levied  in  the  lower  Bengal ;  to  prevent  a  surprke 
on  his  camp,  be  had  collected,  like  Darah,  a  small  tram  of 
European  artillery,  and  hoped,  by  this  expedient,  to  hold  out, 
till  he  should  bein  force  to  meet  his  enemies  in  the  field.  Ma* 
homed,  whom  Aurungzebe  bad  left  to  pursue  his  uneVe,  was 
joined  by  the  Vizier  Jumlah,  and  by  the  greatest  part  of  tiue 

Imperial 

(I)— Dow'i  History  of  Hindostan,  vol.  iii.,  pages  3l6 — 334.——  Orme*i  Histori- 
cal  Fragments,  Note  lO.— —  6eroier*s  History, 
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lnq>0riai  army  ;  the  destruction  of  SigaJb  seemed  now  certain :  chap.  u. 
.aod  was  only  warded  off,  tor  a  short  time^  by  an  incident ;  imrodu^iivi. 
Mahomed,  anterior  to  these  fatal  wars,  btfd  been  the 
lorer  of  Sujah'vs  danghtw;  to  this  Sultan,  therefore,  he 
deserted.  Juinlah,  on  this  occasion,  took  the  decisive  step  qf 
leading  the  iirmy  to  battle :  this,  alone,  could  prevent  thek 
desertiop,  as  individuals,  or  stopithem,  Asabody,  £roin  taking 
part  with  the  IVince. 

The  army  of  Jumlah  wa6  superior  to  that  of  S^jah,  in  disoir 
pline  and  in  tiumbers;— *the  battle  was  bloody,  but  the  viotoiy, 
on  the  part  of  Jumlab,  was  decisive,  and  Sujah  scaped  in  the 
pursuit  :^-«n  t^iis  situation,  Aurungaiebe  i^ain  had  recourse  tp 
'aitifice  wd  to  intrigues :— *he  knew  that  Sujah  was  iiaturadly 
suspicious  And  credulous,  aad  thierjefwe  sent  hk  eovissaries,  to 
tepoitty  thfsA  the  cqnduct  of  Mahomed  was  in  'Cpncert  mth 
hb  father,  and  that  koiik  of  them  bad  formed  a  scheme  fw 
liis  destruction ;  Si;^ah  fell  into  the  anare,  aaid  ^eiaed  on  Ma^ 
homedas A  tnaitor,  and  tieot  hmi  prisoner  to  Aurungasebe, 

The  conduct  c^  Aurungsebe  towards  bis  son,  con<» 
vinced  Sigah,  tibough  too  late,  of  bis  error: — ^the  unfor- 
tunate Mabomed  was  thrown  into  |Hrison,  thene  to  bear  4i 
long  and  unmcsited  punisbment :  Jumlah,  on  the  other  band, 
bad  4;he  highest  encomiums  for  his  wise  and  decisive  conduct 
iiealowed  upon  him ;  for  this  stem  and  unfeeling  officer  was  a 
fit  servant  for  Aurungzebe,  and  his  future  conduct  justified 
the  increased  confidence  which  was  reposed  in  him. 
VOL.  n.  F  Sujah> 
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CHAP.  II.  Sujah,   driven  out  of  the  Bengal  provinces^    fled  into 

Introduction.  Aracan  : — Jumlah,  as  he  could  not  follow  him  into  that  coun- 
try, sent  to  its  Rajah,  and  hy  operating,  partly  on  his  fears, 
and  partly  on  his  avarice,  persuaded  him,  first  to  distress  the 
Sultan,  and  then  to  pursue  him  vrith  a  force,  which  his  few 
followers  could  neither  resist  nor  repel,  and  in  his  flight  he 
was  driven  into  a  river,  where  he  perished.  (^) 

Aurungzebe  had  now  either  enclosed  in  prisons,  or  cut 
off",  the  pretenders  to  the  Crown,  and,  at  last,  considered 
the  possession  of  it  to  be  secure  : — ^he  soon,  however,  found, 
that  the  same  sources  from  which  he  had  drawn  down  misery 
on  others,  were  about  to  pour  it  on  himself  :^-^his  second  son, 
Mahomed  Mauzim,  had  already  secretly  begun  to  indulge  the 
hopes  of  finding  means  and  opportunity  to  dethrone  hi& 
father: — ^Mauzim  had  talents  and  hypocrisy,  equal  to  hi» 
ambition ; — ^for  a  time  he  kept  his  intentions  concealed,  but  as 
they  ripened,  and  were  drawing  near  to  execution,  they  could 
not  escape  the  notice  of  Aurungzebe's  emissaries,  nor  be  con- 
cealed from  himself: — ^the  afiectation  of  forgiveness  in  the 
father,  was  followed  by  pretensions  of  gratitude  in  the  son  : 
-—Aurungzebe,  soon  after  this  evtot,  was  seized  with  a 
fever,  and  this  disorder,  easily  magnified  itself,  in  the  ima- 
gination of  the  Prince,  to  be  dangerous  and  mortal  ;• — the 

nea* 

(l)^'Dow*$  History  of  Hindoitan,  to!,  Ki,  page8  335— 362,— -  Ormc's  Hiatorical 
PrBg;roent8,  fagtSg,  Note  31  .-—^  Beroier'i  History  of  the  Rerolution  in  the  Mogol 
Empire. 
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ttear  and  unexpected  appearance  of  possessing  the  throne^  chap,  il 
convinced  Aurungzebe  that  his  son  was  still  taking  measures  introduction. 
to  seize  on  it  :«^ehan  was  still  alive,  though  in  prison, 
and  Aurungzebe  was  apprehensive,  that  a  war  with  bis  son 
might  draw  <m  a  new  and  serious  contest  $  and,  therefore, 
had  recourse  to  his  usual  address,  and,  instead  of  using  force, 
extricated  himself  out  of  this  difficulty,  by  a  seeming  reconci- 
liation with  his  son.  Shah  Jehan's  death,  soon  after  this 
event,  relieved  him  from  one  of  his  anxieties,  and  lowered 
Mauzim's  hopes; — ^itwas  the  general  opinion,  that  he  died 
by  poison,  administered  to  him  by  Aurungzebe's  orders :  be 
that  as  it  may,  Aurungzebe  made  this  event  subservient  to  a 
scheme  of  recommending  himself  to  his  subjects,  by  preten- 
sions to  filial  affection,  and  compunction  for  his  past  crimes.  (^> 

The  second  object  of  Aurungzebe's  reign  was  to  reduce  His  ficoood 
the  Decan,  and,  in  general,  to  enlarge  the  frontiers,   and,  conqueTt^of^ 
at  the  same  tune,  the  resources  of  his  empure. 

To  trace  the  progress  of  Aurungzebe,  in  his  acquisition 
of  territory,  we  must  take  a  chronological  view  of  his  mixed 
military  and  politicaLprojects.  The  wars  in  the  northern  parts 
of  his  dominions  prevented  this  Prince,  at  his  accession,  from 
prosecuting  his  plan  of  conquest  in  the  Decan,  which  he  had 
originally  projected,  at  the  time  he  was  Governor  of  the 
dependent  countries  of  Brampore,Aurungabad,  Ahmednagur, 
and  Beder^  which  had  been  reduced  by  the  Moguls  into  one 

F  2  government. 

(0— Dow's  History  of  Hin  lostan,  vol.  ut,  pages  358,  359. Bernicr's  Hi»tory  of 

the  RevolQtioD  io  the  Mogul  Empire* 
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CHAP.  IL  govcrnmcDt  As  the  time  approached  wh?ii  he  was  i»  realise 
ivtToduction,  liiis  plao^  a  new  power  wa&  risiilg:  up  in  tind^  ^puirter  of  the 
Fenibsula,  which,  from;  local  eivciiinsba»ees^  or  frmn  the 
niinber  of  its  inhaMtanta,.  £dniishBd  the  meaiks  of  opposing^ 
bis  arm^,  asid,  in  the  se^el,  ^^  Able  to  retaliade,  oo  his  $uc-^ 
"  eessors,  the  injuries  of  his  sword."  ^*> 
Origin  and  This  new  power  too&  its  origin  in  the  actiTe  ttind  and 

progress  of 

the  power  of  t^femtfr  of  Seyagee,  the  fbuhder   of    the  Mahratta  Empire. 

Scvagee.  ^ 

Sevagee  was  descended  from  the  highest  cast  aaiong  the. 
Rajpoot  Tribes^  that  df  Ghitore;  he  had  been  employed, 
with  hia  brothers^  in  the  servicse  of  the  King  of  Yisiapore, 
but  bdlng  suspected  by  the  ministers  of  that  Prince,  had 
retired  with  a  iew  folio  weirs  to  the  mountains  near  the  sea 
coa#t  I — ^tibe  secuiity  of  this  netreat,  and  his  influence  in  the 
army  of  Visiapore,  brinight  numbers  into  his  service,  while 
\Ab  linei^  indticed  many  of  the  Rajpoots  to  attach  themselves 
to  him  : — he  offered  theini  the  plunder  of  the  open  country, 
and  interested  their  religiouls  prejudices,  by  carrying  on 
war  against  their  oppressors,  the  Mahomedans.  The  King 
of  Visiapore  sent  a  considerable  force  against  him,  under  Abdul, 
whom  Sevagee  seduced  into  a  conference,  and,  while  making 
submissions  to  him,  stabbed  him  : — a  body  of  Sevagee's  fol- 
lowers, who  lay  in  ambush^  at  the  moment  rushed  on  the 
retinue  of  this  general,  and  cut  them  to  pieces.  ^^ 

Aurungzebe, 

(1)— Orme'fl  Hiitorical  Fraginent9>  ptge  5. 

(2)— Orme*s  Historical  FragmenU,  pages  5^  6.——  Sootfa  Hiatorjr  oftheDecan 
(SdittoD  1794)  vol.  ii^  page  8. 
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Autnukg^ebe^  who,  at  tlik  time,  eommandbd  in  the  Decaoy  chap,  il 
congratulated  Sevageedo  his  sueeesg  against  Visiapore,  in  the  liu^^^d^n. 
hope  tha^  he  might  render  it  an  easy,  conquest  to  himself ; — to 
add  to  Sevagee's  power,  he  gave  him  two  or  three  forts,  on  the 
limits  of  Visiapore^,  on  bi»  promising  that,  if  he  conquered 
that  eountiry,  h  ewouid  hold  it  of  die  Mogul. 

Sevagee  next  directed  his  arms  against  Pannela,  one  of  the 
i^rongest  fortresses  in  the  Deean,  and  took  it  by  stratagem  : 
he  then  defeated  fiie  army,  sent  s^inst  him,  under  Abdul's 
so!n,  and  persuaded  a  considei'able  body  of  that  general's 
cavalry  to  join  him  :^— he  next  marched  up  to  the  walls  of 
Visiapore,  but  was  obliged  to  fdQ  back  towards  Pannela, 
which  Siddee- Jore,  who  held  the  government  of  Danda-Ra- 
jahpore,  under  the  King  of  Visiapore,  was  then  besieging  : — 
by  another  stratagan,  at  the  moment  this  town  was  disposed 
to  surrender,  Sevagee  got  into  Danda-Rajahpore,  and 
thus,  instead  of  losing  his  former  conquest,  made  a  new  one, 
of  the  capital  of  the  besiegers. 

Sevagee  next  attempted  to  get  possession  of  the  fortified 
island  of  Gingerah  and  of  Rajahpore : — ^it  was  defended  by 
the  heir  of  Siddee-Jore,  who  treated  with  the  generals  of 
Aurungzebe  in  the  Guzzerat  and  in  the  Decan,  and  offered  to 
surrender  it,  and  the  whole  fleet  of  Visiapore,  to  them  :  these 
oflRbrs  were  readily  accepted,  and,  in  return,  he  was  appointed 
Admiral  of  the  Mogul,   with  an  annual  assignment  of  the 

revenues 
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CHAP.  II.    revenues  of  Surat,  and  wa^s  to  be  assisted  in  defending  himself^ 

introiuciion.  in  his  new  jsituation,  against  Sevagee.  (^> 

Affairs  were  in  this  situation,  at  the  accession  of  Aurung- 
zebe ;  so  that,  now,  the  opposition,  which  he  had  dreaded 
from  Visiapore,  had  become  less  formidable  to  him,  and,  in 
1661,  his  schemes  of  conquest,  in  that  quarter,  were  apparently 
more  practicable.  The  King  of  Visiapore  the  following  year 
died,  and  left  his  dominions  to  his  son,  a  minor  :  Sevagee  (as 
we  shall  afterwards  find)  soon  reduced  the  dominions  of  Visi- 
apore, along  the  sea  coast  of  Cioncan,  and,  at  the  same  time, 
encouraged  the  piratical  practices  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
remaining  sea  coast,  and  laid  the  neighbouring  districts  under 
contribution.  Aurungzebe,  who  had  hitherto  considered  Se- 
vagee as  an  useful  instrument,  in  1663  began  to  discover,  that 
he  had  been  fostering  and  encouraging  an  enemy,  who  could 
more  eflectually  check  his  schemes  of  conquest,  than  that 
power  which  he  had  weakened,  and,  in  a  manner,  subverted ; 
Chaest-Chan,  the  maternal  uncle  of  Aurungzebe^  was  there- 
fore sent  to  oppose  him,  with  a  considerable  army.  Sevagee, 
whoha  d  hitherto  been  held  as  depending  on  the  Moguls,  and 
the  enemy  -of  the  King  of  Visiapore,  now  directed  his  attacks 
against  the  Siddee,  who  had  become  thdr  professed  vassal  : 
he  began  his  new  career,  by  laying  waste  the  country  between 
Ahmednagar  and  Aurungabad  : — ^it  was  on  this  occasion,  that 
Aurungzebe  sent  Chaest-Chan  with  instructions  to  stop  Sevagee 
in  his  predatory  incursions,  and,  if  possible,  to  extirpate  him 

and 

<l)    Ormfi's  Historical  Fragments,  pages  7 — II. 
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and  his  adherents ;    Chaest   easily  reduced  Sevagee^s  lesser    chap.  li. 
outposts,  and,  at  last,  besieged  Chagnah,  situated  in  the  open  introduction, 
country,  but  on  a  rock^   inaccessible  by  assault,  which  he 
took  by  stratagem.  <^> 

In  the  next  campaign,  Aurungzebe  reinforced  Chaesf- 
Changs  army,  by  sending  the  troops  of  the  Maha-Rajah  of 
JoudpcMre  to  join  him.  These  generals  were  at  variance  with 
each  other  j — ^the  Maha-Rajah,  to  gratify  Sevagee,  undertook  to 
assassinate  Chaest  : — ^the  murderers  Woke  in  on  Chaest,  who 
escaped  with  a  severe  wound ;  but  his  son  was  slain  :— * 
this  event  checked  the  progress  of  Auruagzebe's  army, 
during  the  remainder  of  the  campaign: — Sevagee  took  this  op« 
portunity  to  form  the  sieges  of  Bassein  and  Chaul,  but  his  real 
object  was  Surat: — he  entered  this^  city  by  surprise,  and 
though  not  able  to  reduce  the  castle,  carried  off  an  immense 
booty.  On  this  occasion,  the  English,,  under  Sir  George 
Oxinden,  defended  their  factories,  preserved  their  prop^ty^ 
and,  as  will  appear  in  the  sequel,  obtained  exemptions  fron^ 
the  payment  of  customs,  and  new  commercial  privil^es/^> 

To  revenge  this  injury,  Aurungzebe,^  m  1664,  sent  the 

whole  6[  the  Decan  army  against  Sevagee's  territories  :   the 

command  was  given  to  Jysing,  the  Rajah  of  Abnir  ,.-^— the 

t  secret 

(1)  — Dow's  Hiitoiy  of  Hindostan,  roLiii,  pages  364—367.^—.  Onne's  Historical 
Tragments^  pages  12^  13,  Notes  10^  II. 

(2)— Orme's  Historical  Fragments,  pages  14—16. Scott's  History  of  the  Decan^ 

ToT.  ii,  page  10.  —^  Letters  from  the  President  and  Conncil  of  Surat  to  the  Courts 
1663^-64.      ' 
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CHAP.  ir.    secret  instructions  of  this  officer  were  to  entice  Sevagee  into 
Introduction,  an  agreement  to  go  to  Delhi : — ^Auriuigzebe^  afterwards^  gave 
him  the  strongest  assurances  of  safety  j  but,  on  Sevagee's  ar- 
rival at  the   capital  of  the  Mogul,-  the  wife  of  Chaest-Chan, 
in  revenge  for  the  defeat  of  her  husband,  solicited  Aurungzebe 
to  put  Sevagee  to  death  :  Sevagee  complained  to  the  Emperor  of 
this  intended  treachery  :  Aurungzebe  renewed  his  assurances, 
and  asked  Sevagee  to  assist  him  in  the  war  against  Candahar^ 
to  which  he  assented,  provided  he  could  bring  his  own  army 
into  the  field,   and  was  allowed  to  send  for  them  :--^hy  this 
escpedient,  be  escaped  iirom   Delhi  io  his  advanced  parties^ 
crossed  the  Jumna^  and  after  a  well  planned  fli^ht^  joined  his 
army  in  the  6uzzer»t,  and  again  pillaged  Surat/^> 

The  campaign  iigainst  Sevagee,  in  1665,  was  opened  by  an 
army,  composed  of  aU  the  troops  in  Aurungabad  and  Ahmed^ 
nagur  : — Sevagee  kept  to  his  original  plan  of  desultory  warWe, 
with  the  object  of  conquering  the  country  'between  the  hiUs 
and  the  sea  : — aflter  so  many  proofe  of  romantic  bravery  and 
political  address,  Aurungzebe  was  satisfied  he  <swdd  neither 
reduce  nor  assassinate  Sevagee,  and  therefore  laid  a 
plan  for  his  destruction,  witii  great  address  ;and  foresight :-~ 
it  was  agreed  with  his  son,  Maiizim^  ihat  he  shoul4 
revdt  and  join  Sevagee,  then  seize  him,  and  send  him  to 
Delhi. 

Mauzim^ 

(1>— Orme's  Historical  Fcagmeoti,  .pages  16^20,  Note  12. — ^  Dow^s  History  of 
ffittdostan,  nol.  lii,  :p9^  3|B8*-*a94« — ^  Scott's  History  of  the  Decan,  vpl.  ji,  pages 
It— 16. 
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Mauzim,  for  this  purpose,  marched  into  the  Decan^  at  chap  if. 
the  head  of  a  large  army,  with  which  he  lay  in  a  state  of  in-  iniroduaion. 
action,  at  the  time  Sevagee  was  sending  his  parties  to  the  gates 
of  Visiapore : — the  Mogul  soldiers  murmured  at  this  apparent 
misconduct  of  Mau/im,    and  their  generals  sent  complaints 
against  him  to  Aurungzebe  : — ^the  Emperor  openly  expressed 
his    suspicions  of    his    son's    intentions,    but  answered    the 
complaints  of  his  generals,    by  ordering  the  most   implicit 
obedience  to  be  paid  to.  Mauzim^  that  his  real  intentions  might 
be  discovered  : — this  dissimulation  was  not  even  suspected,  and 
Mauzim  thought  this  the  time  to  apply  to   Sevagee  for  his 
assistance,  but  Sevagee  was  afraid  of  treachery,  and  was  con- 
firmed in  this  opinion,  not  from  any  intelligence  he  could  collect 
by  his  spies  at  Delhi,  but  from  Aurungzebe's  inactivity ;  though 
the  adherents  of   Mauzim  were    severely   punished  by  the 
Emperor/*> 

The  Persian  frontier  had  always  been  an  object  of  atten- 
tion to  the  Moguls,  and  it  became  particularly  so  in  1666, 
during  the  reign  of  the  Sophi,  Shah  Abbas  11.,  who  threatened 
an  invasion  by.Candahar: — both  nations  were  preparing  for 
the  contest,  when  the  death  of  Shah  Abbas  restored  peace, 
and  left  the  Patau  tribes  of  Pishwar  and  Cabul,  who  had 
engaged  to  take  part  with  the  Persians,  open  to  an  attack  by 

Aurungzebe/^> 

VOL.  II.  6  In 

(l)—Orme*s  Historical  FragmeotSi  pages  21— 37.  "'  x^ 

(2)— Orme's  Historical  Fragmoats,  pages  2^  28.«— •  Dow's  History  of  Htodotlao^ 
Tol.  ill,  pages  399—410. 
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CHAP.  II.  In  1667,  MaAzim  was  removed  from  the  command  of  the 

Introduction.  army>  which  was  entrusted  to  Bahadar  Chan : — Sevagee  was, 
at  this  time,  in  possession  of  the  territory  from  Goa  to  Da- 
maun,  in  length  about  two  hundred  and  forty  miles  : — a  chain 
of  mountains,  at  no  place  more  than  fifty,  or  less  than  thirty 
miles  from  the  sea,  runs  along  this  coast : — these  hills  are  like 
b  coi^nected  waD ;  and  the  GmUSy  or  passages  from  them,  are 
itiaccei^sible,  except  by  winding  and  intricate  paths  : — ^he  Kke- 
Wise  possessed  several  of  the  strongest  towns  j  Pannela,  Saler 
Molier,  on  the  Tapti,  and  Rairee ;  and,  except  Chaul,  which 
was  occupied  by  the  Portuguese,  commanded  the  sea  coast, 
from  the  river  of  Rajapore  to  the  river  Pen/*) 

SeVagee,  in  1669,  appeared  unexpectedfy  before  Surat, 
whicfh  obliged  Aurungzebe  to  reinforce  the  army,  and  to  order 
ships  to  be  built,  to  carry  troops  for  making  descents  on  the 
shores  of  the  Concan ;  and  yet,  in  16/0,  Sevagee  entered  the 
tdwn  of  Rajapore,  and  plundered  the  inliabitants/^> 

feevagee  again  appeared  before  Surat,  in  16^1,  and  levied 
heavy  contributions  on  the  inhabitants  : — ^this  event  produced 
an  order  to  Delhire  Chan,  to  invade  the  upper,  or  northern 
country  of  Sevagee,  who  took  Fenna  Ghaukna  : — ^to  stop  his 

progress,. 

(ly^Orme^g  Historical  Fragments^  pages  28^  30. 

(2)— Orme's  Historical  Fragments,  pages  33—35,  Note  18.——  Scottis  Hiltdry  of 
the  Decan,  vol.  ii,  page  25.——  Letter  from  the  PresideDt  and  Council  of  Surat  to  the 
Court,  30th  March  idto. 
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progress^  Seyagee  threw  suppfie$  into  Saler-Molier,  at  the  time  chajp.  ih 
Delhire  Ch<^  was  expecting  an  attack  from  him  atVenneah:  i^roducthn. 
Sevagee  next  sent  off  the  greatest  part  q£  his  army  to  burn  the 
Mogul  fleet,  ccnnmanded  by  the  Siddee,  at  Surat : — ^in  this  at- 
tempt, however,  his  general,  Morar  Pundit,  failed  : — Sevagee 
wa^  more  successful  himself,  in  seizing  on  the  districts  of 
Grour  and  Ramnagur,  and  in  laying  the  Portuguese  settlement 
at  Damaun  imder  contribution/^^ 

After  a  confinement  of  two  years,  Mauzim  was  again 
entrusted  with  the  command  in  the  Decan,  and  Ddhire  Chan 
accompanied  him,  to  watch  over  his  conduct :— during  this 
stage  of  the  war,  the  hostilities  of  the  European  Powers, 
having  commercial  interests  i,n  liie  Ea^t-Indies,  were  supported 
by  considerable  armaments,  and  their  contests  began  to  appear 
of  consequence  to  the  Native  Powers:— Sevagee,  having  been  ' 
foiled  in  his  prpject  of  capturing  or  destroying  the  Siddee's 
fleet,  looked  to  the  Europeans  for  assistance,  and  the  follow- 
ing events  gave  him  the  opportunity : — 

The  Dutch,  having  narrowed  the  power  of  the  Portuguese, 
were,  in  their  turn,  opposed  in  India,  by  the  united  squadron  of 
France  and  England.  Monsieur  De  la  Haye,  the  French  com- 
mander, attempted  to  form  ^  establishment  at  Trincomal6,  but 
was  repulsed  by  Rickloff  van  Gojens,  Governor  of  Ceylon  r  J>e 

G  2  la 

(1)— Oraie*8  Historical  Fragments^  pages  35--*38.**^  Scott's  History  of  the  Decan, 
vol.  i\,  page  28. 
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CHAP.  II.  la  Haye,  after  this  repulse,  landed  on  the  Coast  of  Coromandd, 
hiraductum.  and  took  St.  Thom6  from  the  King  of  Golcondah ;  and  while  this 
Prince  was  preparing  to  retake  the  place,  Sevagee,  at  the  head 
of  ten  thousand  horse,  attacked  Golcondah,  prepared  for  an 
irruption  into  the  Carnatic,  appeared  before  Hyderabad, 
which  he  laid  under  a  heavy  contribution,  and  with  this  trea- 
sure returned  to  Rairee,  without  any  interruption  from  Sultan 
Mauzim,  then  advancing  from  Aurungabad,  towards  Golcon- 
dah ;  while  the  Siddee,  as  the  officer  of  the  Mogul,  attempted 
to  enter  the  harbour  of  Bombay,  and  to  pillage  the  Corlahs, 
or  districts,  in  its  vicinity •(^) 

The  death  of  the  King  of  Visiapore,  at  this  crisis,  and 
the  assumption  of  the  Crown  by  a  coDateral  Prince  (not  the 
heir  of  the  late  King)  were  events  from  which  Sevagee 
hoped  to  derive  advantage,  by  making  conquests  along  the 
Malabar  Coast : — ^for  this  purpose  he  endeavoured  to  create 
dissention  among  the  dependents  on  the  Crown  of  Visiapore, 
and  then  suddenly  descended  the  Gaut«,  with  an  army, 
into  the  country  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  mountains, 
near  Carwar  and  Goa  : — this  tract  abounded  with  manufac- 
turing villages,  which  traded  to  the  capital  and  to  the  sea : 
— ^the  booty  which  he  carried  off  was  immense : — ^after  con- 
veying his  plunder  to  Rairee,  he  put  in  execution  his  principal 
plan,  or  an  attack  on  the  country,  situated  south  of  Carwar, 

and  still  a  part  of  the  kingdom  of  Visiapore. 

The 

(l)—Orine*8  Historical  Fragments^  pagesSS— 42.— —  Scott's  Historj  of  the  Decan^ 
Tol^  11  pages  31—35. 
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The  Phousdar  of  Carwar,  in  1673,  revolted  from  Visia-   chap.  11. 
pore : — Sevagee  watched  till  the  army  of  that  country  was  sent  iniroduction. 
to  reduce  this  chief,  and  then  made  a  sudden  attack  on  Sat- 
tarah^    which  surrendered  to  him,  and  added,  by  its  being 
a  deposit  of  riches,  to  the  plunder  with  which  he  was  filling 
his  treasury. 

The  next  object  of  Sevagee  was  the  siege  of  Pundah, 
which  was  saved  by  the  strength  of  the  fortifications,  and 
though  he  continued  before  it  till  the  following  year^ 
retired,  after  making  a  kind  of  truce  with  its  governor; 
if  unsuccessful  in  this  attempt,  he  carried  his  general  point, 
of  reducing  all  the  coast,  from  Rajahpore  to  the  island  of 
Bardez,  belonging  to  the  Portugueze,  and  separated  only  by 
the  harbour  from  the  city  and  island  of  Goa. 

It  was  on  this  success,  that  Sevagee  assumed  the  title 
of  King  of  the  Mahratta  NcUions : — he  had  recovered  the 
ancient  territories  to  the  Hindoos,  on  the  sea-coast,  frt>m  the 
Island  of  Bardez,  which  belonged  to  the  Portuguese,  to  the 
river  Tapti ;  though  Chaul,  Bassein,  and  Damaun  stiU  re- 
mained to  them,  and  Surat  wajs  in  ^he  hands  of  the  Mo- 
gul. 0) 

In  this  state  of  power,  the  Mahrattas  made  their  first 
demand  of  the  Chout  from  the  districts  of  the  Portuguese 
roimd  Bassein.  The  Chovt  signified  the  fourth  part  of  the 
revenues  of  the  countries  which  the  Mahrattas  invaded,  and 

was 

(i)^Onne*s  Historical  Fragments^  pages  46«-57>  Note  25. 
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CHAP.  II.    wa^;  paid  to  pjocune  an  exemption  from  Aeir  depredaiions : 

Introduction.  — ^they  founded  this  demand  on  a  pretended  rights  that  these 

districts^  in  ancient  times,  had  bebnged  to  a  Mahratta  Ra« 

jah  :    it  does  not,   however,    appear,  that  the  Grovernor  of 

Bassein  complied  with  the  demand.  (^> 

The  attention  of  Aurungzebe,  in  1675,  was  divided  by 
a  new,  but  not  less  dangerous  enemy,  than  Sevagee,  the  Pa- 
tans  of  Pishwar  and  Cabul ;  who,  in  16/3,  had  cut  off  several 
detached  parties  of  the  imperial  troops,  and  obliged  the  Mo- 
gul Governor  of  Pishwar  to  pass  the  Indus,  with  his  army,  to 
stop  their  farther  inroads ;  who,  instead  of  .effecting  this  ser- 
vice, was,  with  his  army,  surrounded  and  destroyed,  in  the 
defiles  of  the  mountains. 

Enthusiasm  and  pdhtical  intrigue  were  the  distin- 
guishing characters  of  the  Patans,  of  which  they  gave 
frequent  proofs ; — and  to  embarrass  Aurungzebe,  in  his 
plan  of  reducing  them  to  obedience,  they  set  up  a  soldier, 
who  happened  to  resemble  ip  face,  person,  and  manner, 
the  unfortunate  Sujah,  and  published  that  this  Sultan  had 
been  miraculously  preiS^ved  among  them,  and  was  now  to 
re-appear,  and  to  assert  his  just  right  to  the  Crown  of  Del- 
hi : — ^with  this  view,  they  proclaimed  this  adventurer.  King 
of  Hindostw,  and  were  ready  to  support  him  with  a  power- 
ful army :  Aumngzebe,  awave  of  the  danger,  took  the  field 
in  person,  and  requinsd   all  the  Mahomedans  to  join  him; 

and 

(1) — Orme*8  Historical  FragmeDts^  pages  62^  63. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


INTRODUCTION.  4jr 

and  Sultan  Mauzim  was  recaDed  from  the  Decan^  to  take   CHAP.ir. 
eharge  of  the  Government,    during  the  Emperor^s  absence  Introduction. 
from  the  ca{Htal. 

Aurungzebe  conducted  a  formidable  army  beyond  the 
Indus  : — ^his  advanced  guard  tvas  cut  off;  but  when  the  main 
army  advance,  the  Patans  evaded  a  general  engagement, 
and  confined  their  operations  to  the  defence  of  their  posts,  and 
to  assaults  on  his  camp,  daring  the  night,  and  by  this  caution 
protracted  the  war  for  fifteen  months  :-^the  Patans,  at  last, 
retired  from  the  habitable  rallies  to  their  inaccessible  moun- 
tains, to  which  Aurungzebe  found  it  impracticable  to  pur- 
sue them,  and  therefore  established  a  chain  of  posts,  to  check 
their  future  irruptions,  and  returned  to  Delhi,  in  1678,  after 
an  absence  of  twenty-seven  months,  leaving  a  force,  under 
Cossim  Chan,  an  experienced  officer,  to  awe  this  people  into 
obedience.  ^) 

l>uring  Aurungzebe's  absence,    the  state  of  affairs,  on  Continuation 

of  the  wars 

the  side  of  the  Decan,   was  by  no  means  improved  : — ^the  between  Au- 

.  rungzebe  and 

Governor    of   Pundah,    when    he    found  Sevagee  engaged  Sevageeinthe 

Decan* 

in  distant  hostilities,  returned  to  his  dependence  on 
Visiapore  : — ^this  perfidy  Sevagee  punished ;  and,  giving  a 
large  bribe  to  Bahadar  Chan,  the  Imperial  commander,  for 
a  cessation  of  hostilities,  marched  against  Pundah,  and 
got  possession  if  it,  in  April  1675.  Having  secured  his 
principal  object,  he  laid  waste  the  whole  territory  of  Pundah, 

burnt 

(l)«-Orine*s  Historical  Pragmentt^  pages  62,  72,  Ql,  and  92^  notes  31^  32^  and  45^ 
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CHAP.  II.   burnt  the  town  of  Carwar  (the  English  factory  excepted), 
iruroducHon.  rcduced  the  whole  country,  to  the  river  Mirzeon,  the  nor- 
thern limit  of  the  kingdom  of  Canara,  and  then  marched  to 
Rairee.^*^ 

Aurungzebe,   on  his  return,  in   16^5,  from  the  Indus, 
issued  orders  to  Bahadar-Chan  and  to  the  Siddee,  to  prosecute 
the  war  against  Sevagee  with  vigour: — ^Bahadar  sat  down  be- 
fore Gallian : — ^this  place,  with  the  country  below  the  hills, 
stretches  as  far  north  as  Damaun,  and  (the  districts  of  the  Por- 
tuguese excepted)  had  been  reduced  by  Sevagee,  but  lay  exposed 
to  the  Mogul  army ; — to  prevent  the  desolation  with  which  it 
was  threatened,  Sevagee  gave  Bahadar  a  bribe  of  ten  thousand 
pagodas  : — ^the  Siddee  was  not  included  in  this  agreement,  but 
sailed  along  the  coast,  and  burned  the  town  of  Vingorlah,  near 
Goa: — ^to  oppose  the  Siddee,  Sevagee  had  been  equipping  a  fleet, 
which  amounted  to  fifty-seven  sail,  fifteen  of  which  were  grabs, 
the  remainder  gallivats : — this  fleet  sailed  from  Geriah  and  Ra- 
jahpore,  to  meet  that  of  the  Siddee,  who  had  already  proceeded 
to  the  relief  of  Gingerah  :— during  this  interval,  in  1676, 
Siddee  Cossim's  fleet,  which  rode  off  Mazagong,  was  detached 
to  reinforce  Gingerah,  which  Morah  Pundit,   descending  the 
Grants,  was  approaching  with  ten  thousand,  men.  ^^^ 

Sevagee,  in  1677>   marched,    with  his  whole  army,  to 
attack  the  kingdom  of  Visiapore  :    his  route  lay  by  Tripety, 

and 

(l)^Orme*8  Historical  Fragments^  pages  72  and  73. 
(2)— Ibid, pages  74—78- 
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and  he  approached  within  fifteen  infles  of  Madras  :— on  this  ^^JJ'J^- 
occasion  he  took  Gingee  and  Volcondah,.  and  other  forts,  in  ^^^rodttown. 
the  'mdnth  of  July,  while  his  parties  plundered  the  country  of 
Mysore,  as  fiir  as  Seringapatam.  The  Mogul  considered  that 
Sevagee  had  in  yiew  &  predatory  incursion  only  ;  but  he  soon 
found  that  his  rial  ofcgect  was  to  form  a  permanent  establish- 
ment ;  for  he  &ted  On  Gingee,  as  the  capital  oi  his  new 
oonquests,  utid  appmnted  HtU^ee-lRajah  to  be  his  vicegerent, 
and  remained  ita  the  G&rnatie,  till  16/8,  that  he  might  more 
efiectually  consolidate  his  power.  (^) 

It  is  difficttk  to  acooulit  for  the  politics  of  Aurungzebe, 
in  perniitting  Sevagee  td  ifttade  and  establish  himself  in  the 
CaiHatic ;  because  YislapcfiK  be^&lhe  as  strach  e:tposed  to  aU 
tacks  iirom  thai  quarter^  as  it  had  b^n  from  the  Concan, 
whik  the  countiidi  to  the  south  of  thtt  Cotefoon  were  open 
to  tibe  irruptions  of  Sevagee's  troops  frmn  Gmgee ;  and  it  was 
to  repair  this  fault,  that  Aurungzebe  sent  Ddhire  Chan  with 
a  separate  command,  and  orders  to  press  ihe  conquest  igf  Vi. 
siafiore,  if  he  could  not  make  impression  on  the  dominions 
of  his  opponent. 

Sevagee,  if  bo  lodk  advantage  of  every  event  to  aggrandize 

his  own,  and  to  check  the  progress  of  the  Mogul  power,  now 

'Ihofi^bt  it  Ae  proper  time  for  him  to  ofler  his  assistance  to 

the  King  of  yunapore  i-*'^^  this .  address,  he  both  kept  the 

YBii.  II.  H  Mogul 
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GHAP.II.    Mogul  at  a  standi    and  Visiapore  as  a  barrier  to  his  own^ 

Inirpduftion.  dominions.  <^) 

As  the  talents  and  success  of  Sevagee  had  hitherto  been 
the  principal  pheck  on  the  progress  of  the  Mogul,  and  on  the 
operations  of  the  Siddees,  after  the  Visiapore  Government 
had  alternately  leaned  to  the  one  side^^  or  to  the  other,  it  is 
impossible  to  have  a  clear  estimate  of  Aurungzebe's  reign, 
during  thjis  ^o^vp  period  of  it,  but  by  bringing  into  view  the 
characters  of  the  difierent  powers  with,  which  he  had  to 
act,  or  to  contend. 

OHginof  the.  The  Siddees  owe  their  origin  to  a  few  natives  of  Abys-. 
sipia,.  who  having  gaiqed  some  ascendancy  over  a  King  of 
Visiapore,  and  being  Mabomedaos,  had  collected  numbers, 
both  of  their  countrymen,  and  of  the  Cofirees,  firom  Africa, 
and,  by  their  valour  and  enterprize,  had  been  usefiil  in  de- 
fending the  maritime  districts  of  that  kingdom.  When  Se- 
vagee  revolted  from  it,  three  of  its  principal  provinces  were 
govejme4  by  Siddees,  pf  whom  the  admiral  was.  one:-— 
he  had  under  his  jurisdiction  a  considerable  extent  of  coast, 
to  the  north  and  south  of  Gingerah,  at.  the  very  time 
when  Sevagee  got  possession  of  Danda^Rs^ahpore  :— ^-it  was 
from  their  dread  of  Sievagee's  power,  that  we  have  seen  the 
Siddees  putting  themselves  under  the  protection  of  the  Mogul 
Goyemment,  but  reserving  Gingerah  as.  their  parj;icular  re- 

<yeat  : — 

(1)— Orme'B  Historical  Pregments,  pagjcs  94^  95^  ^Jpt^  4^^.— r-*  Scott's  .H^ftwrjr  of 
>he  Decan^  vol.  ilj  pages  46—49. 
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kxeat : — Siddee*Sambolee  was  the  head  of  them^  but  his  eap«    chap.il 
tains  preserved  a  distinct  command  over  their  crews  and  de<-  introiuaum. 
pendents^  and  a  council  of  them  decided  on  the  afiairs  of  this 
singular  association  :-^they  were  considered  as  the  navigators 
of  India,  and  held  th^nselves  to  be  not  inferior  to  the  Euro-* 
peans  : — Siddee-Cossim  commanded  the  fleet,  in  1675,  which 
visited  Bombay,  and  relieved  Gingerah ;  and  Siddee-Sambolee, 
at  the  same  time,  sailed  Irom  Surat,  en  a  cruize  against  the 
Mahratta  coasts.  <^> 

The  Visiaporfe  Government,  we  have  already  sieen,  had 
become  a  common  sacrifice  to  the  ambition  of  the  Mogul, 
and  to  the  succesirful  attacks  of  Sevagee ;  and  was  weakened, 
equaUy  by  its  alliandes^  and  by  its  opposition  to  either: — ^we 
have,  in  particular,  referred  to  its  losses  oh  the  side  of  Seviigee's 
cdttntry,  as  well  as  to  the  acquisitions  which  that  chief  had 
made  from  it,  on  the  side  of  the  Carnatic« 

The  Camatic,    about   1656,    was  divided  bfetweeh  the  S;ato  of  Vi- 

siapore     and 

sovereigns  of  Visiapore  and  Grolcondah :  to  Visiapore,  G?icondah,at 
belonged  Vellore,  and  all  the  fcrts  in  the  valley  of  Viniam- 
hadi ;  it  had  also  the  strong  holds  on  the  hills  on  each  side,  as 
far  as  Darmapuram : — ^from  thence^  eastward,  it  comprehended 
tlie  districts  of  Vokondah,  atid  along  the  river  Vaiara,  on 
which  is  situated  the  town  of  Porto  Novo :  from  thence  it  ran 
along  the  cbast,  to  the  north,  as  far  as  the  Coleroon  : — ^Visi- 

H  2  apore 

*  \i)— Orme'sHistolrkalFfagtiieaU^  pages  f  8— 81. 
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CHAP.  II.   apore  had  also  the  forts  and  districts  between  Conimere  and 
introdu€tUm.  Vellore,  but  it  does  not  appear  that  Tanjore  belonged  to  it. 

Golcondah   comprehended  all    the  hi%  countrjr  vrhick 

stretches  north  of  Vellore^  from  Gundicottaii,  toward  the  aea 

coast,  between  the  rivers  Penar  and  Psalliar,  that  run  into  the 

sea  at  Nellore  and  Sadras.(^> 

Progress  of  Such  were  the  powers  against  whom  Aurungaiehe  had  to 

AuruDgzebe^ 

in   subjuga-  contend ;  and,  from  their  £wee  and  situation^^    it  was  erident 

ting  these 

kiDgdoms.  that  they  might  furnish  him  with  active  scenes,  which  would 
retard  his  favourite  plan  of  enlarging  and  cpnsolidadng  the 
Mogul]  Empire 

The  Siddees,  in  1678,  stiA  Fotained  Gingerah,  and  Idid 
waste  the  Mahratta  coasts  : — as  the  fleet  of  the  Siddee  ha4 
found  shelter  at  Bombay,  a  force  was  sent  to  destroy  his  ships 
in  the  harbour  : — ^this  was  successfully  opposed,  as  will  a^ear 
in  the  sequel,  by  the  Ei^lish  ships,  andby  thegarri^cMi :— r 
Dowlat  Chan,  who  cmnmanded  Sevagee's  ships,  on  this 
occasion,  burnt  several  viflages  in  th«  Portuguese  districts, 
because  the  Governor  of  Bassein  had  released  him  p^mission 
to  cross  to  the  island  of  Bombay,  by  Tannah :  he  sent  also  a 
part  of  his  troops,  by  Pannela  to  Damaun,  and  to  plunder 
round  Surat,  while  Sevagee  himself  conducted  ^e  ineffec- 
tual siege  of  Gingerah/^> 

Aurungzebe, 


(I)— Orme*s  Historical  Fragments^  pages  83—86^  Note  3S. 
(2)'-Ibid pages  9$— -100^  Note  44« 
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Aanmgsebe,  whe  had  so  many  eheuufii  to  nmtt,  took>   chap,  ih 
at  thk  juDcture^  a  line  of  coadiict^  Hvcb  aaaais  hardly  €om«*  ^f^^^^^^^ 
patibie  with  his  pofiejr,  or  to  extirpate  the  inofiensm  wor*  ^J^  ^"^he 
ship  of  the  Hindoos  :~in  this  project  he  protoeedod,  first  by  21;;^^^* 
bribing  a  few  petty  Bajahs  to  embrace  the  Mahomedan  faith,  ^^j'J'^^^ 
and  then  persecoted  the  Hindoos  with  relentless  seTerity,  for  ^^^emf 
wlMt  he  considered  to  be  an  obstinate  adherence  to.  their 
Miperstitiosi  :-^HDiany  of  then,  ta  avoid  thehorrocs  of  martyr-^ 
dom,    left  their  houses  for  dbwoixre  retreats,  and  abandoned 
t^ricnlture  and  the  nsefiil  artB:^*«Jkis  rerennes  were  eonse- 
qnently  diminished^  amd  his  officers  in  the  promncea.  e?qplained 
this  persecution  to  be  the  oanse  of  the  d^ciencks. 

Abnir,  whidi  adjoins  to  the  west  of  the  prorince  of  Agra, 
and  to  the  north  of  Agimera ;  Qiitore,  which  lies  to  the  west 
of  Malwah  ;  and  Joui^pore,  which  is  situated  to  the  west  c£ 
Chitore,  and  extends  to  the  Indus,  were  the  principal  seats  of  the 
Hindoo  religion  z-^^die  Rajahs  of  these  countries  were  able  to 
bring  two  hundred  thousand  fighting  men  into  the  field  :--Jy- 
sing,  the  Rajah  of  Afanir,  and  Jesswont-Sing,  the  R^ah  of 
Joadpore,  had  ccmtributed  to  the  eleration  of  Aurungaebe ;  but 
no  mention,  in  this  transaction,  is  made  of  the  Ranah,  m*  Rajah 
of  Chitore,  who  held  the  first  rank  among  them  ;*— Jysing  was 
poisoned  soon  after  this  pmod,  and  it  was  supposed  by  the 
emissaries  of  Aurungsebe  i**— his  son,  Ram-»Sing,  was  at 
Delhi,  at  the  time  of  his  fatliier's  death,  and  was  obliged  to 
submit  to  a  capitation  tax  in  his  dominions : — ^by  this  con- 
cession 
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CR^J*^\'  cession  Aunmgzebe  held  himself  to  be  his  lord  paramount^  and 
inirodueiion.  proposed  that  Ram-Sing  *^  should  no  lohger  strike  coin  in 
^^  his  own  name;  that  the  Pagodas  should  be  demolished,  or 
^^  converted  into  Mosques ;  and  that  justice  should  be  adnii*- 
^^  nistered  acci^rding  to  the  Alcoran:  if  these  terms  weref 
^^  refused,  his  whole  people  wete  to  be  subjected  to  the  general 
^^  capitation  of  the  Hindoos/'  The  RanaJk  remonstrated^ 
and  pr^ared  for  war  : — ^in  October  1678,  Aurungzebe  took 
the  field  with  two  armifes  ;--K>ne  conducted  by  himself,  against 
Chitore  and  Joudpore ;  the  other  by  Sultan  Mauzim  against 
Sevagee,  who  had  joined  the  confederacy  of  his  country- 
men : — ^the  Banah^  and  the  widow  of  the  Rajah  of  Abnir^ 
called  upon  all  the  Hindoos  to  d^end  their  liberties  and 
their  religion  : — Siiitan  Mauiim  advanced  to  Brampore,  and 
soon  ajpter wards  fixed  his  residence  at  Aurungabad.<^) 

The  conflict  between  the  armies  would  have  been  immediate 
and  bloody ;  but  it  was  averted  by  an  event,,  which  predicted 
ruin  to  ffhe  Hindoo  allies : — Sambagee,  the  so(n  and  hdr  of 
Sevagee,  secretly  corresponded  with  the  Impmalists,  and,  at 
last,  deserted  with  two  thousand  horse,  from  Rairee  to  Au- 
Tungabad  ;  nor  was  this  unexpected  blow  to  Sevagee,  single  <: 
BulluU-Chan,  the  Minister  of  Visiapore,  and  Cowis-Chao, 
one  of  the  Siddees,  had  been  a^assinated,  ai)rd  their  successors 
took  part  with  Sultan  Maxmm  :.  a  mind,  less  intrepid  and 
urigiorous  than  that  which  Sevagee  possessed,  would  have  been 

overset 

(1) — Orme's  Historical  Fragments,  page  t<X>— 106,  Notes  48,  49. 
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.arerset  by  these  dangers  ;  but  they  served  only  to  rouse  him  to  kiap.  ir. 
greater  ex^ertion  : — ^he  detached  a  large  party  to  lay  waste  the  introduction. 
country  round  Surak;  collected  a  fleet  of  twenty  two-masted 
grabs^  and  forty  gallivats^  and  took  possession  of  the  small; 
islands  of  Kenery  and  Henery/  within  a  short  distance  of  the 
harbour  of  Bombay,  to.  force  the  Qoveroor  of  th^t  ]$lan4 
into  a  neutrality. 

Sevagee  next  endeavoured  to  procure  a  passage  for  five 
thousand  men,  by  Bassein,  into  the  Island  of  Bombay,  but  was 
refused  by  the  Portuguese ;  and  a  negotiation  for  peace  was 
<^ned,  between  him  and  the  Gover^ior  of  that  ii$land/^> 

During  these  transactions,  Sevagee  marched  towards  Visi^ 
apore,  at  the  head  of  twenty  thousand  horse  : — a  general  actioa 
ensued,  in  which  his  son  fought  against  him ;  aud  for  the  first 
time,  he  was  defeated,  but  not  conquered : — ^this  misfortune  hp 
endeavoured  torq)air,  by  u^ting  with  the  discontented  Hajah 
of  Berar,  and  they  laid  waste  the  country  between  Aurungabad 
and  Brampore,  and  plundered  the  English  factories  at  Chupra 
and  Dongong,  while  Morah-Pundit,  his  general,  desolated  the 
villages  round  Surat,  aQd  kept  the  field  till  the  dose  of  the 
year. 

Notwithstanding  so  many  adverse  circumstances  to  prevent 
\a&  great  object,  or  the  conquest  and  conversion  of  the  Hindoos, 
Aurungzebe  found,  tiiat  he  bad  to  contend.  \^th  ^  people, 

equally 

4J)«-Onne*9  Historical  Sragii^tf^.  paget  UffmmUff^^--^  Sootfa  Hirtory  qf  the 
I>ecan,  toI,  ii^  page  5]. 
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CHATUL  equaUy  ftuitM  lA  tip^imts,  atnl  intrepid  in  the  field  mth 
i^irodu€ikn.  himself;  and  though  he  pUniied^  with  a  large  foree^ 
the  Ranahy  and  fhe  Rajah  of  Marwar  t&  their  ioaicoes-^ 
sible  mountains  and  defiles^  he  was  himself  inclds^d^  and  in 
danger  of  seeing  his  army  perish  by  iamilie^  or  of  being  tak^n 
prisoner ;  but^  at  this  crisis,  the  Ranah  withdrew  his  troops^  tmd 
Aurungzebe  left  the  army  under  the  command  of  his  sons, 
Aaim  and  Mauzim^  and  retired  to  Agimere,  that  he  might, 
from  tim6  to  time^  send  them  die  ncbessary  instruetites. 

Hie  Mogul  army,  on  the  side  of  Visiapore,  cattied  on 
an  equally  fruitless  war  ;  for  Sambagee,  at  this  tinfe,  abaii*^ 
doned  Aurungzebe,  and,  with  four  hundred  horse  and  a 
thousand  foot,  marched  to  Pannela,  where  he  was  reooneiled 
to  Sevagee,  and  entrusted  by  him  with  the  command  df  thai 
fortress.  <^) 
Death  of  Se-  The  ereuts,  m  1680,  were  equally  indedsire : — the  8iA^ 

V3ff66     And  -^.^ 

AoMsssioQ  of  d^e  and  Dowlat^Chan,  SeTagee^s  luirairal,  had  ^ereral  partial 
am  agee.     ^^^^^,^|;^g  ^  g^^  ]jjj^  ^^^  latter  Still  kept  possession  of  the 

two  small  ii^laoMs  of  Kenery  and  Henery  j  a(nd  a  treaty  Was, 

this  year,  (to^  detailed  in  the  subsequent  annals),  concluded 

between  the  Governor  of  Bombay  and  Sevagee.    It  was  in  this 

lieason,  that  Sevagee  took  a  large  convoy,  with  money  and 

stores,  which  Aurungzebe  had  sent  to  Attrungabad ;  but  hid 

excessive  fatigue,  on  thiis  Excursion,  brought  on  an  infiammtf-* 

tion  in  his  breast,  of  which  he  died. 

The 

(l)-rOnkie'i  Hiftoricil  fVtgtfMsi  page^  t]7---l^^  Notds  51/ 53.*«— <  Scott*0 
History  of  the  Decan,  vol.  ii,  pages  51—53. 
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The  kingdom  of  Sevagee^  at  his  deajth^  comprehended^  otL  CH^.ii. 
the  western  side  of  India^  all  the  coast,  with  the  countfy  ^'^^oducHon. 
stretching  to' the  hills/ from  the  rivar  Mirzeon  to  Yersftl^ 
^^  except  GosLy  to  the  Soiith^  and  Bombay,  Salsette,  and  the 
<^  country  between  Daihaun  and  Bassein/  to  the  North,'^  ahd, 
in  the  whole,  included  a  territory,  about  foiur  hundred 
miles  in  length,  and  one  hundred  and  twetity  in  breadth, 
l^ree  hundred  miles  distant  from  the  s^at  Of  his  govefn? 
ment,  towards  the  Eastern  Sea,  he  was. in  possession  of  half 
the  Carnatic,  which,  at  his  death,  becanie  a  permanent 
sovereignty,  connected  by  language,  custoais,  rdi^on,  uid 
manners,  with  his  other  dominions.  <^) 

Atnrungzebe,   on  hearing  of   Sevagee's   death,   directed  ^J^*^  ^^ 
the  armv^  under  his  son  Azim,  to  make  an  attack  on  Chi*  ^'^^^  ^"-  . 
tore,  which  he  carried: — ^the  Ranah,  on  this  evetat,  removed  Sambageo. 
his  residence  to   Oudepore,    then  deemed  impregnable;  thi6 
Siddees  kq»t  possession  of  the  island  of  Henery  j  and  Dowlatr 
Chan,  the  Mahratta  Admiral,  occupied  Kenery : — several  tui- 
tions took  place  between  thdr  ships,  without  either  obtaining 
any  decided  superiority.  .(^) 

Aunin^ebe,   now  advanced  in  life,  began  to  feel  the 

political  evil  in  the  constitution  of  the  Mogul  Govai:iment,  of 

whidi  he  had. origiiudly  availed  himsdyf,  in  'ascending  the 

voL/n. .'  .1  ,.  thronei 

(O-^rme's  Historical  Fragments,  pages  123^1 34,  Notes  5%,  54,  55,  66.-—^ 
iBcottV History  of  the  Decao,  vol.  ii,  pages  54, 55. 

(2)— Onne*s  Historical  Fragments,  pages  135— 13S, 
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CHAP.  II.  thrQiie;  his  sons^  the  competitors  for  the  succession^  had 
inttqduetim.  those  opposite  qualities,  which  rendered  the  ultimate  success 
of  any  one  of  them  uncertain.  Sultan  Mauzim,  the  eldest^ 
was  tibe  favorite  of  the  army ;  Acbar  was  restless  and  tur- 
bulent, and  disposed  to  embarrass  the  administnLtton.of  hift 
father,  and  to  excaAe  the  jealousy  and  hatred  of/  his  elder 
brothers,  Mau2im  and  Azim: — Acbar^  with  thfe  assistance  of 
thirty  lliousand  Rajpoots,  prelected  to  seize  on  Aurungzebe  iti 
Agimere,  and  then  to  proclaim  himself  Emperor  :---^  superr 
stitious  prejudice,  of  not  commencing,  the  enterprise  till  ia 
fortunate  day,  discovered  the  plot  i-AAttrangsebe,  on  this 
occasion,  addressed  a  letter  to  Acbar,'kdmonishkig  him  of 
his  undutypiil  conduct,  but  this  letter  Acbar  ansWer^,  l^  Oue  of 
defiance  : — ^Mattzim  and  Azim  niad^  rapid  marches  to  support 
their  father's  interests ;  Acbar  fled  to  the  country  pf.  tlie 
Mahb-Rajah,  and  soon  aJBterwards  to  the  districts  adjoining  \A 
the  Guzzerat :  Maudim  was  ordered  to  pursue,  and^  if  jpos- 
sible,  td  take  him^  prisoner ;  but  Acbar  escaped  to  Pawleegiif, 
a  fort  at  the  foot  crf^the  6auts,  opposite  to  Bomba^y,,  and 
afterwards  joined  Sambagee  at  Rairee. 

Aurungrcbe^  alarmed  at  the  support  which  Acbar  was 

receiving  from  Sambagee,  m^e  peace  with  the  Rooahy-  and 

then  prepained  to  attack  Sainbagee  widi  liis  whole  fotce;   for 

ihis  purpose.  Sultan  Azim's  army  rendezvoused  at  Ahmednagur, 

Sultan  Mauzim's  at  Aurungabad,  and  Aurungzebe's  at  Bram- 

pore; 
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poi*e  ;    while  the  Mogul  fleet  was  directed  to  join  the  Siddees    ^JJfJ^JJ- 
atSurat.0)  Intnduciwn. 

The  Siddees,  in  1682,  defended  Gingerah  against  the 
repeated  attacks  of  Sambagee's  fleet,  while  the  army  of  Sultan 
Mauzim  proceeded  to  j(Mn  the  camp  at  Jenneahgur,  and  to  re- 
duce Sambagee's  coniitry,  towards  Salsette  and  Bombay.  Ha- 
ving forced  the  Grants,  at  Deolr,  Mauzim  encamped  at  Gallian, 
in  February  1682.  In  thaus  emoi^ency,  Sambagee,  accompanied 
by  Sultan  Acbar,  returned  to  Rairee,  leaving,  a  considerable 
force  to  continue  the  attack  on  Gingerah;  warned  the 
Governor  of  Bombay  not  tp  shelter  the  Siddee's  fleets,  threat- 
ening, if  he  received  them,  to  fortify  the  island  of  Elephanta; 
and,  with  great  seveity,  reprobated  the  conduct  of  the  Portu- 
guese at  Chauly  and. iordeDedhis<  fleet  at- Raj&fapore  to  take 
possession  of  the  Island  of  Angcdivah,  both  th^  he  might 
obsbTlct'the- <rade  at=  Goa,  and  protect  his  own  at  Garwar^ 
and .  phudiA  £ye>  thousand,  men  .on  the  sbrares  of  the  river  Pen, 
flfteen  thousand  in.the  country  from  Negotan  to  Chaul,  tea 
thotis^d  at  Danda-Rfijahpare,  and:  thirty  dxraaand  on  the 
side  of  the  Gautsj  and'  stationed  twenily  thousand  hone  t6*. 
wtt*^  Sattai^  :-^ambi^ee's  fleet,  at  tfak  time,  amounted  to 
one  hundred  and  twenty  gallivjats  and  fifteen  grabs.  <^ 

The  Mogul  fleet  at  Sumt  was  nearly  equipped  and  readf 

f^'^^':-^o-  ciil?  dfif-  the  odmmxodcstion  with  the  Siddees, 

10.  ■  ;     I  ^  Dowlttt-i 

.(l)—Onne*s  Historical  Fragmentf,  pagei  139—152,  Note  59,  62,  63, 
^   (2)— Ibid pages  152— 159. 
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^^APJii'   Dowlut-Chan,   Sambagee's  admiral^    received  orders  to  iu- 
iniroduciion,  y^j^  Bombay : — ^tbe  militia  were  embodied^  and  ready  to  op- 
pose him,  when  he  offered  to  enter  into  a  treaty  with  the 
Governor. 

Daring  the  negodaticm,  the  Siddee's  fleet  laid  waste  tibe 
eorlahs.  on  the  island ;  and  that  of  the  Mogul^  in  conse-* 
quence  of  a  recommendation  irom  the  Presidedt  at  Surat^ 
sailed^  in  November,  into  the  harbour,  and  landed  three 
tlidusand  men. at  Mazagong  : — ^the  Mogul  fleet,  after  leaving 
Bombay,  made  several  ineffectual  descents  on  Sambagee's 
coasts,'  while  thiatof  the  Siddee  kept  cruizing  to  protject  Giu- 
gerah. 

Sambagee,  disappointed  in  his  scheme  <^  taking  posses- 
sion of  the  Island  of  Angedivah,  descended  the  Gauts,  at  the 
head  of  thirty  thousand  men,,  and  invested  Chafil.  The 
Viceroy  of  Groa  led  out  an  army  of  twelve  hundred  Eu- 
ropeans and  twenty-five  thousand  native  troops,  to  oppose 
him  ; — ^with  this  force  the  Viceroy  laid  siege  to  Pundah,  and 
would  have  reduced  it,  had  not  Sainbagee  and  Sultan  Acbar 
advanced  from  the  ne^hbourhood  of  Cbaul,  tQ  its  relief:-^ 
the  Portuguese  army  was,  in  the  sequel,  defeated,  an4  re- 
treated to  Groa;  and  this,  event  furnishes « the  first  example  of  a 
Vfar  between  the  Europeans  and  Mahrattas.  . 
,  It  appears  to  have  been  Sambfi^ee's  intention  to  hai^e 
taken  Goa  from  the  Portuguese;  and  Aurungzebe  resolved 
to  prevent  its  falling  into  his  hands^  foreseeing  that  the  addi- 
tion 
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tion  it  would  maJke  to  the  power  of  the  Mahrattas^  and  to  chap.  ii. 
the  pretensions  of  Acbar^  might  be  of  material  weight  in  the  introducHon. 
issue  of  tlie  war.  Fifteen  thousand  men,  however,  passed 
the  GautSy  in  December,  and  laid  waste  the  Portugiieze 
country,  between  Bassein  and  Damaiin ; — ^it  was  at  this  junc* 
ture,  that  the  Mahratta  gaUivats  took  possession  of  the  Por- 
tuguese Island  of  Caranjah,  situated .  at  the  bottom  of  the 
harbour  of  Bombay.  0) 

Aurungzebe,  thftt  he  might  more  effectually  check  the 
growing  power  of  Satnbagee,  sent  Sultan  Mauzim  with  a 
large  ariby,.  of  which  forty  thousand  were  cavalry^  to  act 
against  hin^  z-^Mauzim,  desc^iding  the  Gauts,  almost  sur* 
rounded  Sambagee's.  army,  at  Rajahpore,  and  desolated  the 
whole' country  between  Goa  and  the  river  Gary,  destroying 
the  )»godag,  and  sacking  Vingorlah,  for  .haying  given  refuge 
to  Sultan  .'Acbar  i-i^Hthe  Mogul  fleets  to  co-operate  with  the 
army,  attempted  to  ]^netrate  into  the  harbour  of  Goa^  and 
to  get  possession  of  the  city: — ^this  attempt  required  time; 
and  as  the  provislotis  of  the  Mogul  fleet  were  exhausted  by 
tile  month  of  March^  Mauzim.  was  compelled  to  repass  the 
Gauts^ ; — ^he  took,  however^  a  station,  frmn  which  he  could 
eitib»  join  the  atjuy  of  Azim,  acting  against  Visiapore,  or 
return^  and.  carry ''Cti  the  war  against  Sambagee  : — ^these 
eftents  disposed  the  Portuguese  to  ofier  terms  to  Sambagee, 
and  to  abandon  the  Mogul  interest ;  but  their  offers  were  re- 
jected^ 

(l)^0rine'8  Historical  Fragments/  pages  l6l— ISO* 
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CHAP.  II.  jected,  unless  they  would  pay  a  ransom  of  five  millions  of 

Introduction*   njpees.  ^^^ 

Aurangzebe  The  countrv  of  Mysore  had  been  divided  between  the 

conqaers  Vi- 

G2P°"d  h^  Kings  of  Visiapore  and  Golcondah  : — it  had  been  subjected 
this  juncture,  to  several  rajahs^  of  which  that  of  Seringapatam  was  the 
chief;  but  had  paid  irregular  tributes  to  Visiiapore  :-^the 
arms  of  that  country  were  now  no  longer  aUe  to  compd  thfs^ 
chiefs  to  payments  ;  it  was,  therefore,  agreed,  that  the  King 
of  Golcondah  should  possess  the  tract  fromCrundicotta^  and 
its  frontier,  to  the  south-west,  and,  in  refcum,  that  this  go* 
vernment  should  pay  a  large  sum/ to  Visiapore,  and  another^ 
to  induce  Sambagee  to  act  against  r the. Moguls^  Who  were 
continuing  their  invasions  of  this  country.  '        « 

Sultan  Mauzim,  while  this  arrd^ngement'  was  made,  re« 
mained  with  his  army  near  the  Gauts  of  Ooa,  and  Saxningee 
desolated  the  country  to  the  west  of  diat  city^  and  attempted 
to  reduce  Bassein.  The  Emperor  had  now  armies  in.  ev^ry 
quarter  of  this  large  field  of  war : — ^Aunmgzebe  himself  wafi 
at  the  foot  of  the  Gauts,  about  one  hundred  and  thirty  nulsB 
to  the  south-west  of  Samb^ee ;  wd  Sidtan  Admi' was  in  iJte 
northern  division  of  Viziapore,  where  be 'took  die  ^traog  foit 
of  Solapore  by  treachery  : — ^Mauzim,  OriilMs  event,  advanced 
towards  Visiapore,  and  took  Gocuck,  Hubely,  andthesftrdng 

:    citadel 

(I)— Orme's  Historical  Fragments,  pages  I89— 198. Scott's  History  of  the 

Decan,  vol.  ii,  page  5Q, 
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citadel  of  Danv^ac  ;-~but  fifteen  thousand  horse,  from  the  main    chap.  ii. 
army  of  Sambagee,  hung  on  his  rear,  to' cut  off  his  convoys.      introduction, 

Sultan  Azim  advanced  from  Solapore,  but  was  twice  de- 
feated :-— these  checks  obliged  Aurung2ebe  to  order  a  cessa* 
Him  of  hostilities,  till  he  should  liiioself  take  the  command.(^> 

In  December  1685,  a  j^unction  was  formed  between  the 
armies  of  Aurungaebe,  Mauzim,  and  Azim  : — ^Mauzim  was 
^tached  against. Golcondah,  and  began  hia  operations  with 
the  redubtioii  of  Mahjuer,  the  principal  barrier  of  the  capital: — 
the  king  was  next  forced  to  take  refuge^  with  twelve  thousand 
of  his  best  troops,  in  the  titf, 

Aunmgzebe,.  by  a  like  successful  progress^  made  himself 
master  of  -  Visiapore  i^r-the  other  forts  of  that  coimtry  submit- 
ted^ as  sckm  as  they  knew  that  the  capital  could  no  longer 
support  tfaein ;  and  the  King  npw  became  a  prisoner,  and  ap- 
pealed, in  silver  cfaakis,  before  the  conqueror.  Sambagee, 
during  these  calamitous  reverses  of  his  allies,  had  sent  a  force 
across  the  TaptI  and  Nerbnddah,  and  had  taken  Broach  : — ^to 
embarrass  the  schemes  of  Aurungzebe,  Sultan  Acbar  was 
poclaimed  Mogul : — Sambagoe,  however,  was  forced  by  the 
iSoubahdar  of  Ahmedabad  to  retreat  towards  Rairee : — ^the 
success  of  the  Emperor  convinced  Acbar,  at  last,  that  he  in 
vain  looked  for  the  crbwn,  through  the  efforts  of  Sambagee, 

and  therefore  he  retired  into  Persia.  (^) 

The 

(l)--Onne't  Hislorical  Fragments,  pages  igS— 206,  Notes  6g,  fO. 
(2) --Orme's  Historical  Fragments,    pages  208—211,  Notes  7l«-73.^-«  Scott's 
History  of  the  DecaD,  vol.  ii,  pages  62,  63. 
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^HARTi.  The  event  of  Acbar's  flight  lessened  the  importance  of 

introduciion.  the  WOT  against  Sambagee,  and  induced  Aurungzebe  to  break 
the  treaty,  lately  made  by  Sultan  Afouzim,  with  the  Kittg  of 
Golcondah,  who  fled  into  the  fortress.  Aurungzebe  fijied  his 
quarters  at  Hyderabad  : — ^the  siege  was  long,  for  it  continued 
till  April  1687  : — ^the  capture  of  the  place  would  have  been 
impracticable,  had  not  Azim,  to  whom  the  enterprize  was 
committed,  corrupted  some  of  the  officei*s  in  the  fort,^  and 
having  scaled  the  walls  in  the  night,  reduced  this  capital,  and 
made  the  King  a  prisoner.  <'> 

Sambagee,  during  these  revolutions,  prepared  for  vigorous 
exertions,  for  he  could  no  longer  look  for  terms  from  a 
monarch  who  had  no  feelings,  and  no  principles,  to  influence 
or  direct  him.  The  conquests  which  Sambagee  and  his  father 
had  made  in  the  Camatic,  it  was  evident,  would  becoikie  the 
next  object  of  Aurungzebe's  arms ;  for  Visiapore  and  Gcd- 
condah  had  fallen,  and  no  powers  now  remained,  with  whom 
he  could  league,  either  to  divert  or  to  divide  the  storm' : — col- 
lecting, therefore,  troops  from  the  garrisons  of  Sattarah,  Pan- 
nela,  and  Pundah,  Sambagee  made  a  successful  attack  on- 
the  western  frontier  of  Visiapore,  and  detached  twelve"  thou- 
sand horse  to  Gingee,  with  secret  orders  to  seize  on  Hai^gee 
Rajah,  who  had  governed  that  country  from  the  time  it  hM 

been 

(I)— Ormc's  Hislorical  Fragments/ pagc§  211—218.—  Scotfi  History  of  the 
Decan>  vol.  iij  pages  60— 72* 
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be^i  conquered  by  Sevagee,  but  whose  fidelity  he  began  to   chap.ii. 

suspect.  Introduction,, 

AurungzebCy  alarmed  at  this  oqpedition^  detached  an 
army  from  Golcondah^  by  the  west  of  the  Camatic  moun- 
tains, which  invested  and  took  Bangalore : — ^the  Mahratta 
generals^  for  a  moment,  were  reconciled  to  each  other,  and 
Hargee-Rajah  conducted  himself,  in  this  affair,  with  the 
most  politic  prudence  > — ^to  conciliate  Sambagee,  he  sent  two 
generals,  at  the  head  of  eighteen  thousand  horse,  to  make 
an  irruption  into  the  Mysore  country,  at  the  time  when 
Aurungzebe  detached  a  force  to  reduce  the  maritime  provin- 
ces, from  Masulipatam  to  Ganjam. 

Sambagee,  in  person,  conducted  the  war  on  the  side  of 
Visiapore : — ^the  coimtries  south  of  Pannela  submitted  to  him, 
and  his  army,  at  the  close  of  the  year,  had  advanced  among 
the  mountains,  beyond  the  Gauts,  to  the  westward.  (*> 

Early  in  1688,   Aurungzebe  left  Delhi,    determined  to  Death  of 
conduct  the  war  against  Sambagee,  and  sent  another  army  by    ™  ^' 
Cttdapah : — ^in  its  progress  it  took  Chittapet  and  Coverpauk, 
but  the  troops  of  Hargee-Rajah  still  retained  possession  of  the 
country  to  the  north  of  the  Palliar  : — ^the  army,  at  last,  moved 
on  from  Golcondah  into  the  Carnatic,  under  the  command  of 
Mahomed  Sadick: — ^it  consisted  of  twelve  thousand  Mogul 
cavalry,  and  a  great  number  of  irregular  infantry:— on  its 
VOI..II.  K  approach, 

(l)«-Ornie's  Historical  FragmeniSj  pages  219-»225.-^-^  Soott't  History  of  the 
Decan^  vol.  ii^  pages  7^^7^» 
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CHAP.  II.  approach^  the  Mahrattas  retreated  from  Conjeveram,  Iwt  oc- 
Introduction.  cupied  the  posts  on  each  side  of  the  Palliar : — after  strengthen- 
ing the  garrisons  of  Poonamalee  and  Vandevash,  the  Moguk 
encamped  near  this  last  place^  and  sent  detachments  to  the  gate» 
of  Madras  : — ^the  Mahratta  army  was  at  Chittapet ; — ^botb 
armies  seemed  cautious  of  risking  a  general  engagement^  and 
wasted  their  time  in  frequent^  but  indecisive  skirmishes : — ^Au- 
rungzebe  had  remained  at  Visiapore^  to  watch  the  motions, 
of  Sambagee ;  and  though  he  reduced  the  towi^  in  the  open 
country,  the  stnH^  holds  among  the  mountains  remained 
to  the  Mahrattas.  Pannela  was  next  invested  by  Aurung- 
zebe,  but  in  vain ;  seeing^  therefore^  no  probability  of  the 
war  being  terminated  in  the  fields  he  resorted  to  the  project 
of  getting  Sambagee  betrayed  into  his  power  :^-one  of  hisr 
generals  accepted  a  bribe^  and  delivered  Sambagee  to  the  Em« 
peror,  who  ordered  him  to  be  put  to  deaths  <^> 
^**tfte^  v^  '^^  events,  towards  the  close  of  the  reign  of  Aurungzebe^ 

event.  cannot  be  so  fully  ascertained,  from  the  authors  who  have 

written  on  Indian  History,,  as  the  recent  period  in  which 
they  happened,  would  have  led  us  to  expect : — ^it  will  ap-* 
pear,  however,  from  the  documents  on  which  the  Annals 
of  the  London  East-India  Company  proceed,  that  after  he 
had  conquered  Golcondah  and  Visiapore,  and  had  mur*^ 
dered  Sambagee,  he  either  considered  his  favourite  scheme,  of 

enlajging 

(i)—0rme*9  Historical Fragmenti,  pages  225—238,  Note  78.—  Scott*s. History 
of  the  Decao,  vol,  iL  pagei  77>  7^* 
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enlarging  the  Mogul  empire,  to  have  been  accomplished,  or    chap.  ii. 
that,  worn  out  with  active  and   dangerous  expeditions,    he  introduction. 
directed  his  attention  to  his  plan  for  improving  the  empire,  or 
consolidating  his  power,  by  introducing  a  regular  system  of 
administration  in  its  widely  extended  provinces. 

Hie  death  of  Sambagee  by  no  means  eflfeoted  the  change 
which  Aurungzebe  expected  it  would  produce,  or  the  dis- 
solution of  the  Mahratta  power,  which,  on  the  contrary,  in- 
creased, though  not  with  so  rapid  a  progress  as  during  the  reign 
of  its  founder,  Sevagee,  or  that  of  his  son ;  and  this  increase 
became,  subsequently,  one  of  the  principal  causes  of  the  fall  of 
the  Mogul  empire. 

Sambagee  was  succeeded  by  his  son,  Sahoo,  or  Sahogee,  Awession  of 
whose  vigour  of  mind,  and  long  reign  of  fifty  years,  enabled  ^^^  *^t 
him  to  give  consistency  to  the  empire  which  the  Mahrattas  ^«d«"«y- 
had  established.      Sahogee  possessed  the  talents  of  Sevagee, 
and  the  enterprizing  spirit  of  Sambagee ;   and  Aurungzebe  was 
soon  made  sensible  of  the  character  of  this  Rajah,  and  could 
not  but  observe  the  national  aversion  of  the  EUndoos  to  their 
Mogul  masters,  which  events  had  confirmed  into  a  fixed  hatred 
and  abhorrence  : — ^this,    indeed,   was  a  natural  eflfect  of  Au- 
rungzebe's  cruelty  to  Sambagee ;  instead,  therefore,  of  being 
able  to  return  to  Delhi,  the  Emperor  was  obliged  to  keep  the 
field  in  Visiapore,  for  a  considerable  time  after  the  death  of 
his  Hindoo  rival. 

There  must  have  been  produced,  in  the  mind  of  the  new 
Mahratta  Rajah,  a  fixed  attention  to  every  incident  in  the 

K  2  situation 
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CHAP.  II.  situation  of  the  Moguls^  which  could  be  seized  on,  or  turned 
Jniroduction,  to  the  re-establishment  of  the  Hindoo  interests  j  and  the 
disputes  between  Aurungzebe's  sons,  for  the  succession,  af- 
forded one  of  the  events  which  Sahogee  watched  for,  and 
steadily  improved  on  : — ^in  the  sequel,  Sahogee  mingled  in 
their  disputes,  and  thus  preserved  his  influence  cm  the  side  of 
the  Camatic,  as  well  as  extended  his  dominions  on  the  west  of 
the  Peninsula. 
State  of  Tan-  The  Hindoos,    anterior  to  this  period,    had  established 

jore    at   thii 

juocture.  themselves  at  Tanjore,  under  Eccogee,  a  broliier  of  Sevagee : 
— ^Eccogee  had  held  a  command  at  Visiapore,  before  the  fall  of 
that  kingdom,  and  had  marched  with  a  body  of  troops  to  the 
assistance  of  the  Naig  of  Tanjore,  then  at  war  with  the  Naig 
of  Tritchinopoly :— after  defeating  this  chief,  he  seized  on 
Tanjore,  which  he  had  been  called  to  d^end  : — ^the  pretext 
was,  to  collect  the  money  required  for  defraying  the  expences 
of  the  war.  Eccogee  mu^  have  been  King,  or  Rajah  of  Tan- 
jore, at  the  time  when  Sambagee,  his  nephew,  was  put  to 
death ;  but  it  is  doubtful,  whether  he  was  acting  as  a  member, 
or  as  an  officer,  of  the  Hindoo  confed^acy :  he  continued, 
however,  superior  of  this  district  to  his  death,  and  was 
succeeded  by  his  son,  Shahgee,  the  ancestor  of  the  Rajahs 
of  Tanjore.(*> 

This  establidbment  of  the  Hindoos  in  Tanjore,  and  the  con* 
tinuance  of  their  vicinity  to  the  other  parts  of  the  Camatic; 

discovers 

( I )  «.  OrfDe^ft  Historic^  Pragraentf,  Note  76. 
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disooyers  an  important  fact,    or  the  basis  on  which  their  in-   chap.ii. 
t^rests  were  placed,  after  the  death  of  Aurungzebe.    Such  huroduetwn. 
seems  to  have  been  the  situation  of  Aurungzehe^s  conquests  in 
this  part  of  India,  that  they  required  his  personal  presence  to 
preserve  them ;   for  he  was  kept  almost  always  in  the  field, 
during  the  last  years  of  his  Ufe. 

The  frequent  and  long  absence  of  the  Emperor  from  the 
seat  of  gDTernment  produced  an  irr^ukurity  in  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  Empire,  and  this  drcumstance  gave  a  beginning  to 
diose  disorders,  which  afterwards  contributed  to  its  subversion. 
The  Ra^oots  of  Agimere  first  rebelled,  but  were  checked,  in 
what  has  been  termed  the  second  rebeUion  of  the  Bj^poots : — 
the  Patans,  towards  the  Indus,  renewed  their  attacks,  and 
wae  rather  resisted  than  subdued : — a  new  race,  the  Jats, 
appeared  in  the  province  of  Agra,  and  from  having  been  a 
banditti,  were  becoming  a  considerable  people.<^> 

The  talents  of  Aurungzebe,  however,  supported  his 
empire,  as  ihey  were  fitted  for  his  situation.  He  died  in 
1707,  after  a  reign  of  fifty  years,  leaving  the  Mogul  empire 
ID  the  full  measure  of  its  extent : — His  authority  reached  from 
the  tenth  to  the  thirty-fifth  degree  of  latitude,  and  nearly 
as  much  in  longitude,  with  a  revenue  exceeding  thirty-two 
miflionis  sterling.^** 

The 

(l)-^Reoners  Introdoctioiij  page  63. 

(2)— Scott's  Memoirs  of  Eradut  Khan,  page  10.— —  Scotfg  History  of  the  Decan, 
vol.  ii^  page  123.——  Rennet's  Introduction,  page  63* 
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CHAP.  IL  The  MtVrf  great  object  of  Aurungzebe's  reign  seems  to 

Th^°d "b^*t  ^^^^  heen  the  consolidation  of  the  Mogul  system  of  govem- 
*^ebe*^or*fhe  ™^^*>  ^^^  ^^^  enlargement  of  its  resom*ces. 
of^thfre-"^  It  does  not  appear^  from  any  of  the  authorities  which 

Mon^Em^*  have  reached  Europeans^  that  Aurungzebe^  though    he  was 
P**^®-  continually  new-modelling  the  branches  of  his  administration, 

ever  attempted  to  alter  die  genera!  character  of  the  govem- 
ment  established  by  Acbar,  but'  rather  liiat  he  held  any  other 
system  as  incompatible  with  the  permanency  of  the  Mogul 
power  : — ^the  same  divisions  of  the  provinces  which  had  been 
introduced  by  Acbar^  the  same  forms  of  justice  which  that  wise 
Mogul  had  established,  and  the  same  ultimate  appeals  to  the  de- 
cision of  the  sovereign,  were  continued  : — ^the  provinces  which 
had  been  subdued  in  the  Decan,  were  placed  under  Soubah- 
dars,  and  their  subordinate  Nabobs,  or  Hindoo  Rajahs,  were 
allowed  to  retain  their  stations. 

The  copies  of  the  Phirmaunds  for  a  Duan's  commission ; 
for  dfte  gift  of  a  Jaghire ;  for  a  grant  to  a  Zemindar ;  for  a 
Phirmaimd  to  a  Cazi,  or  superior  judge ;  for  one  to  a  Cutwal^ 
or  magistrate  of  a  city ;  for  the  Perwannah  to  a  Crorie,  who 
had  the  superintendence  of  the  inferior  officers  of  revenue  and 
police ;  and  to  the  Chowdries,  the  Canangoes,  &c.  were  all  kept 
in  the  ancient  and  fixed  forms : — ^the  difference,  therefore,  be- 
tween the  administration  of  Aurungzebe  and  of  his  predeces- 
sors, seems  to  have  rested  entirely  on  the  superiority  of  his 
understanding,    and  on  his  energy,    which  never  lost  sight 

4^f 
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of  the  two  great  objects  of  a  soTerdgn,  the  preservation  of  chap,  il 
the  established  system  of  gOTemment^  and  the  strict  application  Introduction^ 
of  laws  in  courts  of  justice 

The  capacity  of  Aurungzebe  for  the  administration  of 
government^  must  not^  in  an  estimate  of  his  reign^  be  con* 
founded  with  the  defects  of  the  political  system  of  which  he 
was  the  head :  it  bad  been  raised  on  conquests^  and  it  could 
only  be  supported  by  an  established  military  force :  a  religion^ 
difierent  from  that  of  the  vanquished^  was  to  be  engrafted  on 
this  system : — ^and^  to  these  points^  the  whole  of  the  Emperor's, 
effiirts  were  directed. 

In  all  the  transactions  of  Aurungzebe,  he  appears  to  have 
had  a  perfect  knowledge  of  his  subjects: — ^in  his  choice  of 
governors  for  the  provinces,  he  selected  men  of  capacity,  but 
on  no  occasion  trusted  to  their  integrity,  being  himself  a 
stranger  to  that  quality :  and  he  spared  no  money  ta  procure 
the  most  certain  intelligence  of  the  conduct  of  his  civil  and  mi- 
fitary  officers : — ^he  established  roads  from  Cabul  to  Aurun* 
gabad,  and  from  the  Guzzerat  to  Bengal,  and  maintained  spies 
in  every  department; — ^in  public  affairs,  he  portioned  out  his 
time  in  a  manner  that  was  suited  to  give  him  a  proper  knowledge 
of  them  : — ^in  the  morning,  business  of  lesser  moment,  as  the 
disposal  of  offices,  was  brought  before  him :  in  the  evening, 
he  entered  the  Gussel-Chana,  or  bathing  chamber,'arraDged 
the  important  concerns  of  the  state,  and  issued  his  orders  to 
the  various  departments  of  it. 

The 
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CHAP.  II.  The  laws,  as  well  as  the  maxims  of  jurisproxfence,  ihtro- 

iniroAicAm.  duced  by  Aurungzebe,  seem  all  to  hare  arisen  from  the  circum* 
stances  in  which  he  was  placed,  and  from  his  knowledge  of 
the  prevailing  passions  of  the  various  orders  of  his  sub- 
jects : — ^he  had  early  been  trddned  in  habits  of  observation 
by  Shah-Jehan,  whom  he  always  attended,  while  that  Empe* 
ror  sat  distributing  justice,  and  by  whom  he  was  appealed 
to,  though  then  at  a  period  of  life  at  which  young  men 
are  scarcely  beginning  to  discriminate :— when  Emperor,  he 
not  only  sat  every  day  himself  to  administer  justice,  but  was 
attended  by  those  who  were  the  most  distinguished  for  their 
knowledge  of  the  laws : — men  of  learning  made  up  reports 
of  the  cases,  but  the  Emperor  himself  examined  them,  before 
he  pronounced  judgment  :— that  he  might  diffuse  the  ad- 
ministralion  of  justice  over  the  whole  Empire,  he  had  an 
officer  in  the  principal  courts  in  the  provinces ;  and  whenever 
he  received  any  complaint,  respecting  the  conduct  of  a  judge, 
he  brought  the  accused  before  lum,  put  the  accusation  in 
his  hands,  and  if  he  found  him  guilty,  degraded  and  badished 
him; 

Aurungzebe  was  equally  attentive  to  the  sources  of  his 
revenue  :  that  arising  from  the  lands,  in  a  particular  manner, 
was  under  the  strictest  regulations  : — he  allowed  of  no  varia- 
tion from  the  ancient  tenures^  but  held  it  to  be  a  maxiin,  that 
the  raising  of  the  rents,  on  those  who  had  improved  their 
farms,  was  as  impolitic  in  the  prince,  as  unjust  to  the  subject. 

The 


Digitized  by 


Google 


INTRODUCTION.  73 

The  dtaatioii  of  die  useful  arts  and  manufactures^  to-  chap.  ii. 
wards  the  close  of  this  reign^  may  be  judged  of^  from  the  en-  ^i^oduc^m. 
couragement^  which  not  only  the  subordinate  princes^  on  the 
sea  coast  of  the  Peninsula^  were  giving  to  the  Europeans^  but 
from  the  different  Fhirmaunds  which  the  Emperor  had  granted^ 
during  his  long  re]gn.<^> 

(1)— Dow'iHiitoiy  of  HladoiUn^  vol.  Hi.  pages  420,  &c. 
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^oteats.    fj^  fj^  Private  Traders^xontinue  their  oppressions  of  the  Ompm^s 

trade The  Agency  of  Bengal  exposed  to   the  oppressions  of 

Meer*Jvmlah, 

l662-6d. — Instructions  to  Sir  George  Oxindeny   to  assist  the 

King's  General  and  Admiral,  in  taldng  possession  of  Bombay 

Ihe  Duke  of  York  establishes  the  Royal  African  Company y  and 
obtidns  a  grant  of  the  settlements  which  the  East-India  Company 
possessed  on  the  Coast  of  Africa,    in  consequence  of  their  union 

with    the   Assada  Merchants Agreement  between  the  Royal 

African  Ompany  and  the  East^India  Company Courfs  instruc-^ 

tions  to  their  Factors  at  Fbrt  Coi'mantine,  in  Africa,  on  this  agree-- 

meni Equipments^  stock,  and  commercial  instructions  of  this 

season ; to  Sural ; to  Fott  St.  George Letter  from 

King  Charles  11.  to  the  King  of  Bantam,  soliciting  protection  fat 
the  Company's  servants. .....  7%e  Portuguese  evade  the  cession  of 

Bombay  and  its  dependencies  ^  the  ISngs  General  and  Admiral.. .... 

The  Earl  o/*  Marlborough  detemdnes  to  retm^  to  England  with  the 

fleet Plan  of  Sir  George  Oininden  to  open  a  eommerdal  inter-^ 

eourse  with  the  Viceroy  of  Goa Kings  troops  obliged  to  land 

on  the  Island  of  Angedivah Trade  on  the  Coronumiel  Cbost 

impeded,   by   the  wat  in  the  OerfUUie. . . . . .  ProceeeRngs  of   Sit 

Edward  fViater  on  Ms  arrival  at  FM  St.  George,  i   . . .  JSis  if^strue- 

tions 
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Ham  to  theAgfnt  in  Bengal,  to  adjust  the  dispute  with  Meer-Jundah,    CHAP.  II. 

and  to  jix  factories  at  BaUasare  and  Cossimbuzar Evasions  of    Content!. 

the  Dutch  to  cede  the  Island  of  Polaroon^  and  difficulty  of  procuring 
an  investment  at  Bantam. 

1&S8'64*— 'Remonstrance  of  the  King  to  the  Portuguese  Ambas- 
sadoTy  on^he  conduct  of  the  Viceroy  of  Goa,  in  refusing  the  cession  of 

Hornby  and  its  dependences. Remonstrance  to  the  States  Gene- 

rati  on  the  Leopard  frigate  being  obstructed  in  procuring  an  invest^ 

ment  of  pepper  at  Porcat Alarm  of  the  Company  at  the  equips 

ment  of  a  French  squadron  for  the  East-Indies Instructions  to 

Sir  Oeorge  Qxinden,  for  the  trade  on  the  Malabar  Coast  and  in 

Persia Orders  to  Sir  Edward  fftnter,  to  strengthen  the  garri^ 

son  of  Fort  St.  George^  and  to  revive  the  trade  between  Madras  and 

Bantam lift.  Quarles  Browne  appointed  Agent  at  Bantam, 

ami  directed  to  tahe  possession  of  Polaroon,  and  to  encrease  the 
pepper  trade. .  • . « « Kin^s  Troops  at  Angedivah  rnuch  reducedj  and 
Sir  Abraham  SMpman  proposes  to  cede  the  King's  rights  to  Bombay 
to  the  Coinpaimi. This  offer  refused^  Sir  Oeorge  Oxinden  not  ha- 
ving authority  from  the  King  or  the  Company  to  accept  it Stc^e 

of  trade  at  Surat  and  its  dependencies. Sural  attached  and  piU 

laged  by  Sevagee,  and  the  Compam/s  Factory  defended  by  Sir  Oeorge 

(Mnden Privileges  granted  by  Aurungzebe  to  the  English^  at 

Surats  for  their  conduct  on  this  occasion Trade  in  Persia  on  the 

decline, 
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CHAP.  II.   decline^  from  the  ancient  grants  being  disregarded  by  the  Persian 

^°^®"^'     officers Trade  on  the  Coromandel  Coast  precarious^  from  ihe^ 

opposition  of  the  Dutch Project  of  opening  a  trade^  through 

Siam,    with  Japan,    Tonquin,   and  China TTie  trade  between 

Bantam,  the  Coromandel  Coast,  and  the  Southern  Islands,  obstructed 
by  the  Dutch. 

1664-65. — Court* s  instructions  to  their  foreign  settlements,  on 

the  appearances  of  a  war  with  the  Dutch French  East-Ipdia 

Ompany  formed,  and  instructions  of  the  Court  regarding  it Pre* 

cautions  to  be  observed  at  Surat,  shi/uld  a  war  take  place  with  HoUand^ 

Kin^s  troops  at  Angedivah  ordered  to  be  tran^erred  to  Fbrt 

St.  George Equipments  and  stock  of  this  season  limited,  •  •  •  • . 

Sir  Edward  fVinter  superseded,  and  Mr.  Foxcroft  appointed  Agent 

at  Fort  St.  George,  with  orders  to  reduce  the  out-^xgencies. I%e 

Agent  at  Bantam  directed  not  to  attempt  the  recovery  of  Polaroon, 
^  if  not  alreaify  ceded. 7%e  death  of  Sir  Abraham  Shaman,  in- 
duced his  secretary,  Mr.  Cooke,  to  accept  Bombay,  on  the, terms  pre- 
scribed by  the  Portuguese Return  of  the  King^s  troops  landed 

at  Bombay,  and  estimate  of  their  expences. Effect  of  this  event 

on  the   Ompamfs  settlements  and  trade Trade  at  Madras  de- 

'  pressed,  from  the  Agent  not  having  authority  to  use  forcible  measures 
against  the  Natives,  andfrom  the  want  of  a  double  stock. . ...  •  .Potaroon 

delivered  to  fbe  Agent  at  Bantam,  but  in  a  desolated  state The 

Agent 
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Jgmtat  Bantam  forms  a  settlement  an  the  Island  rf  Danm,  but  is   CHAP.  ii. 

et^elied  hy  the  Dutch. Report^    by  Agent  Browne,   of  the    ^"^"""^^ 

practkabiUtjf  of  trade  to  Ja^n. 

lee^^ee.'^Ejffect  of  'the  war  with  Holland  and  France  on  the 

measures  of  the  Con^^any. Establishment  of  the  French  East- ' 

Indian^  ffist^fndtan^  and  African  Companies. Mr.  QxJce's  con-- 

vention  with  the  Portuguc9c  disavowed  by  the  King,  and  Sir  Oervase 

Lucas  sfptnnted  Chmmar  of  Bombay Report  tf  Sir  Oervase 

Lucas,  on  the  troops  and  stores  required  for  Bombay Qmrfs 

iastrueHons  to  Sir  Oeorge  Oxinden  on  this  occasion^ to  the 

AgentatFbrt  St.  Oeorge;.  .....tothe  Agent  at  Bantam ,  .Effect 

of  the  war  in  Europe,  on  the  Company's  trade  at  Surat,  and  on  the 

Malabar  Coast. Trade  depressed  by    the  interference   of  the 

R^ench  Agents. The  poss^msn  of  Bombay  precarious,  from  the 

isnpositions  of  the  Portuguese,  and  the  jealousy  43f  the  Mogul  Gooern-. 

ment TTie  President  of  Surat  recommends,   that  permission 

should  be  obtained  from  the  King,  to  erect  a  Company'^  Factory  at 

Bombay Disputes  between  Sir  Oeorge  Osdnden  and  Mr.  Cooke^ 

on  the  authority  assumed  by  the  latter,  as  a  King's  Officer,  a  distmc-* 

tion  unmtelttgible  to  the  Natives State  of  the  trade  at  Surat 

this  season. Mr.  Foxcroft,  Agent  at  Fort  St.  Oeorge,  seized  and 

imprisoned,  on  a  pretended  accusation  for  sedition,  and  the  government^ 

^  the  Fort  usurped  by  Sir  Edward  fFinter. Sir  Edward  ^m* 

ter^s 
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CHAP.  II.   ter's  statement  of  thU  eveni  to  the  Omtti  and  kk  oowg^hmlfitgmif^ 
Contents.     ^^  Agent  in  Bengal,  far  discheH/ence  of,  oriers.  ..a.\  PolatFmnkiiem 
occupied  hy  the  Dutch,  and  the  trade  Mi  Bantam  ch  the  4eclmt^ 

1666-67. -^Courfs  detail  of  the  events  of  the  toar  with  UoUand 

Loss  sustained  hy  the  Company  by,  the  Fire  of  Lovfdmk 

Court  make  an  application  to  the  King,  to  issue  orders  ta  Sir  Qermst 

Lucas  to  disavow  the  proceedings  of  Mr.  Cboke  at  Bomhay. Ad* 

dress  to  the  King  and  Council,  to  issue  a  prvclamation  ag^Asst  SUm. 

Edward  fFinter  and  his  adherents « •  Sir  Gervase  Lwas  pfiOests 

against  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Cooke  at  Bombay. IHspfate  betwem 

Sir  Gervase  Lucas  and  Sir  George  Oxinden,  relsttive  to  issuing  pnssps. 

in  the  King's  name Sir  Gervase  Loicas's  report  on  the  state  ^ 

Bombay. Company*s  sh^  at  Surat  blockaded  by  the  Ihitck 

The  purchase  of  an  investment  dijgScult,^rom  the  wars  between  Aurum^ 

xebe  and  Sevagee. Trade  also  affected  hy  the  exaggerated  accounte 

of  the  French  Agents  of  the  nuignitude  of  their  stock  and  shipping. 
1667-68. — The  Islands  of  Polaroon  and  Damm  ceded  ta  the 

Dutch  by  the  Treaty  of  Breda. The  Island  of  Bombay  granted 

by  the  King  to  the  Company. Courts  instructions  to  Sir  George 

Oxinden,  to  receive  the  Island  of  Bomhay  from  Sir  Gervase  Lueae 

Equipments  andstock  for  Surat  enlarged,  on  account  of  the 

grant  of  Bomhay Precautions  to  be  observed  by  the  Compainifs 

oncers,  in  case  Sir  Edward  Winter  had  delivered  Fort  St.  George  t» 

the 
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Mff  Dutch ..   .  •  Campam^s  officers  empowered  hy  the  King*s  comnds-  CHAP.  II. 

mm  to  attach  Fort  St.  George Equipments  and  stoch  for  the    ^"*«"*»- 

Coromandel  Coast Commercial  instructions  to  the  Agents  in  Ben^ 

gaL  .••••  Large  equipments  to  Bantam,  to  counteract  the  monopoly  of 

the  Dutch Letter  from  King  Charles  to  the  King  of  Bantam, 

recommending  the  Compamfs  servants  to  his  protection First 

order  of  the  Court  to  import  teas. Trade  to  be  again  attempted  i 

at  Smnatra Death  of  Sir  Gervase  Lucas,  at  Bombay,  communis 

cated  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  by  Sir  George  Oxinden The  ap^ 

pobitmefU  of  Mr.  Gary,  to  be  Deputy  Governor  of  Bombay,  opposed 

hy  Mr.  Cooke. Mr.  Gary^s  report  on  the  revenues  of  Bombay 

Phirmaund  obtained  from  Aurungzebe,  for  reducing  the  cus^ 

tonu  paycAk  by  the  English,  at  Surat,  to  two  per  cent Sir  Ed-- 

uHurd  Whiter  supported  by  Governor  Gary,  in  his  usurpation  of  the 
govetfkment  of  Fbrt  St.  George. 

1668-69. — Memorial  of  the  Court  to  the  Privy  Council,  request^ 
fug  eacplanaiions  of  the  Treaty  of  Breda;  and  decision  of  the  Council 

on  the  siidgect. Instructions  to  Sir  George  Oxinden  en  this  decision. 

Equipments  and  stoch  for  Surat  and  Bombay Mr*  RoU 

appointed  Agent  in  Persia,  under  instructions  to  revive  that  trade. 

Sir  George  Oxinden  appointed  Governor  and  Commander-in- 

chief  of  Bombay Regulations  for  the  government  of  Bombay 

Equipments  and  stoch  for  the  Coromandel  Coast  enlarged. 

VOL.  II.  M  Establishment 
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CHAP.  II.    Establishment    of    pilots    for    the    navigation    of    the    Ganges. 

^'''^''^^'     Trade  to  he  revived  between  the  Coast  of  Coramandel  and 

Acheen. .....  Equipments  and  stock  for  Bantam  enlarged. Pro- 
ject of  reviving  the  trade  to  Japan The  island  of  St,  Helena 

confirmed^  by  charter ^  to  the  Company^  and  Captain  Stringer  appoint^ 

ed  Governor Project  of  Sir  George  Oxinden  for  reviving  the 

trade  with  Mocha  ; . .  with    Acheen  ;  • .  and  with  Quedak, .....  Sir 
George  Oxinden  takes  possession  of  Bombay,  in  the  name  of  the  Com^ 

pany Statements  of  Mr.  Gary,  and  the  Commissioners  from  Su- 

rat,  of  the   revenues  and  disbursements  of  Bombay Regula* 

tions  established  by  Sir  George  Oxmden,  for  the  admimstration  of  the 

Island. Sir  Edward  fainter,  in  obedience  to  the  King's  comndS" 

sion,  resigns  the  Government  of  the  Fort ;  and  Mr.  Foxcroft  released, 
and  vested  with  the  Agency. .....  Mr.  Foxcroffs  report  to  the  Court 

on  this  occasion. The  Agent  at  Hughly  recommends  a  direct  trade 

between  Bengal  and  England. 

1669-70. — Company  present  a  memorial  to  the  Council,  an  the 

Dutch  evasions  of  the  Treaty  of  Breda System  of  adndmstra- 

tion  at  Surat  new  modelled.: Commercial  instructions  to  Surat  on 

the  Persian  and  Southern  markets. .....  Regulations  6f  the  Court  for 

the  marine  and  military  establishments  at  Bombay Equipments. 

and  stock  for  Surat. Mr.  Foxcroft  re-appointed  Agent  ed  Fort 

St.  George  for  one  yearyand  to  be  succeeded  by  Sir  fVUUam  Langhome 

......  Equipments f. 
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Equipments,  stock,  and  commercial  instructions  to  Fort  St*   CHAP.  IT. 

George  for  the  season Courfs  orders  to  the  Agents  at  Masulipa-     ^"^^^^u. 

tarn,  Bengal,  and  Bantam Death  of  Sir  George  Oxinden,  and 

provisional  appointment  of  Mr.  Gerald  Aungier  to  be  President  ofSwrat 

Measures  of  President  Aungierfor  disposing  of  the  Company's 

goods  and  procuring  an  investment,, Difficulty  of  procuring  Indian 

produce,  from  the  apprehension  of  another  attack  by  Sevagee 

Failure  of  the  project  for  opening  trade  at  Acheen  andQuedah 

Persian  trade  on  the  decline,  and  receipt  of  the  Compan^s  customs  ai 

G^ombroon  precarious. Report  of  the  Deputy  Governor  of  Bombay 

on  the  state  of  the  Island. . ....  The  Deputy  Governor  of  Bombay  su^ 

perseded. President  Aungier  proceeds  to  Bombay,  and  establishes 

courts  of  judicature  and  other  internal  regulations Mr.  Gary 

appointed  Deputy  Governor  of  Bombay. Fbrt  St.  George  besiege 

ed  by  the  Naig ;  but  the  siege  raised,  on  application  to  the  Nabob. . . . . 

State  of  trade  at  Madras in  Bengal. and  at  Bantam. 

1670-71. — Courfs  instructions  to  their  foreign  settlements  accom^ 

modated  to  the  maritime  laws  of  England. Commercial  instruct 

turns  to  the  Presidency  of  Surat Mr.  Aungier's  provisional  ap- 

pointment,  as  President,  confirmed* Equipments  and  stock  for 

Surat. Regukttionsfor  settling  the  Government  if  Bombay,  for 

encreasing  the  garrison,  and  erecting  a  mint Directions  to  the 

Agent  at  Fort  St.  George,  for  his  conduct  towards  the  Native  Powers 

M  2  Equipments 


Digitized  by 


Google 


84  ANNALS   Ol*  THE   HONORABLS 

CHAP.  II.    Equipments  and  stock  for  Fort.  St.  George Equipmenis 

^^*'*^°***     and  stock  for  Bantam Ttw  ships  dispatched  from  England^  to 

attempt  re-opening  the  trade  to  Bantam. Additional  equipments 

and  stock  for  Bantam Surat  again  attacked  and  pillaged  by 

Sevagee ;  and  the  English  Factory  defended^  and  the  Companjfs  pro* 
perty  preserved.  • . .  •    Trade  precarious  from  tins  events  and  from  the 

attempts  of  the  French  to  establish  a  Factory. State  of  trade  at^ 

the  subordinate  stations  to  Surat Measures  taken  to  strengthen 

Bombay f  and  encrease  the  garrison Sir  fFilliam  Langhom^s 

report  on  the  trade  on  the  Coromandel  Coast. . .  •  Pepper  trade  encreas^ 
ed  at  Bantam^  but  the  Factory  embarrassedy    by  English   seamen 

entering  into  the  service  of  the  Native  Powers. Commercial 

regulations  between  the  King  of  Bantam  and  the  English  Agent. 

1671-73. — Instructions  of  the  Court  to  Surat,  on  the  probability 
of  a  war  in  Europe^  and  equipments  and  stock  Ihmtedy  in  expectation 

of  that  event. . ,    .  •  Courfs  regulations' for  Bombay. Directions 

for  encreasing  the  garrison  at  F^t  St.  Oeorge. Equipments  and 

stock  for  Fort  St.  George  and  subordinate  stations Equipments 

and  stock  for  Basaam,  and  instructions  to  attempt  trade  at  China, 

Tonquin,  Thfwan,  and  Japan . .  Regulations  for  St.  Helena. . .:.. 

The  trade  at  Surat,  for  a  time,  suspended  by  the  Governor,  from  a 

dispute  between  the  Dutch  and  the  Natives A  large  French  Fleet 

arrhnng  at  Surat y  occasions  a  depression  of  the  English  trade. 

An 
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An  Engttsh  Agent  sent  to  Sevagee,  to  soUcit  payment  of  the  Compam^s    CHAP.  IL 

losses  hf  his  armies Dutch  again  interfere  with  the  Compam^s         n««nt*- 

trade. Apprehensions  at  Surat  of  another  attack  from  Sevagee 

Measures  at  Bombay  Jar  defending  the  Island. Sir  WU" 

Bam  Las^home  assumes  the  Government  of  Fort  St.  George^  and  Mr. 

Fbxcrqfi  and  Sir  Edward  ff^inter  return  to  England Phimumnd, 

oofrf erring  additional  privileges  on  the  English^  obtained  from  the  King 

of  Golcondah. State  of  trade  at  Fort  St.  George  and  subordinate 

settlements. . .  •  •  *  Trade  at  Bantam  impeded,  by  disputes  with  the  King, 
and  by  the  intefferences  of  the  Dutch,  Danesy  and  French. 

1672-73. — Measures  of  the  Company  accommodated  to  the  war 

between  England  and  Holland. Courts  memorial  to  the  Kingy 

praying  their  affairs  night  he  taken  into  consideration,  in  any  negotia^ 

iion  with  the  Dutch General  instructions  to  the  Foreign  Settle- 

ments,  in  consequence  of  the  war Particular  orders  to  President 

Jkmgiepy  whose  salary  was  aitgmented. ....  .Instructions  to  place  Fort 

St.  George  in  a  state  of  defence Commercial  orders  to  Bengal 

Political  and  commercial  relations  of  Bombay  and  Surat  with 

the  Portuguese  and  the  Native  Powersi Measures  of  President 

Aungier  and  tJie  Deputy  Governor,  for  putting  Bombay  intb  a  statb  of 
defence,  under  the  plan  of  transferring  to  it  the  seat  of  Government 

^ Appearance  of  a  Dutchfeet  off  Bombay. Frenck  Factories 

established  at  TrincomaU  and  St.  Thomi. Investment  in  Bengal 

limited 
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CHAP.  II.  limited,  Jrom  disputes  between  the  Dutch  and  the  Nabob  of  Dacca. 

^°"^^°^^'     Trade  at  Bantam  depressed  by  the  war  with  the  Dutch,  but  a 

Factory  established  at  Tonquin Mr.  Ctiffhrds  report  on  the  trade 

at  Tonquin. 

1673-74. — Events  of  the  war  in  Europe,  and  appearances  of  ne* 

gotiatUm  at  Cologne Equipments  and  stock  to  Surat  diminished. 

Treaty  of  Westminster,  between  England  cmd  Holland,  and  its  effects 
an  the  Ccmpamfs  equipments.    ....  The  Government  of  Bombay  pro- 

hibited  Jrom  entering  into  any  treaty  with  the  Portuguese Meor- 

sures  for  reviving  tlie  Persian  trade The  Agent  at  Fort  St. 

George,  to  attempt  conciliatory  measures  with  the  Native  Powers 

Equipments  and  stock  for  Fart  St.  George.  * . . .  •  Commercial  instruc- 

tiofis  to  the  Agent  in  Bengal. Equipments,  stock,  and  commercial 

instructions  to  Bantam St.  Helena  regranted,  by  Charter,  to  the 

East  India  Cainpany Appointments  and  salaries  of  officers,  and 

Courts  regiUafians  for  St,  Helena,  on  receiving  this  Charter 

Another  English  Agent  sent  to  negotiate  a  treaty  tvith  Sevagee. 

The  Courts  orders  for  provision  af  a  large  investment  at  Surat  imprac- 
ticable, from  the  hw  state  of  funds Measures  of  President  Aun- 

gier  for  defence  of  Bombay,  if  attacked  by  the  fleets  if  the  Mogul  or 
of  Sevagee State  of  the  Company's  funds  at  Surat Appre- 
hension of  an  attack  on  Bombay  by  tlie  Dutch  fleet State  of  the 

trade  and  garrison  of  Bombcy The  Dutch  attack  the  Compamfs 

homewards 
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homeward-bound  ships  on  the  Coromandel  Coast,  and  besiege  the  French   CHAP.  II. 

Settlement  of  St.  Thom^. State  of  affairs  at  MasuUpatam  and        "t«*^- 

in  Bengal Trade  at  Bantam  suspended,  by  the  superior  naval 

force  of  the  Dutch Unsuccessful  result  of  the  project  for  opening 

a  trade  with  Tywan. Mr.  Delboe^s  report,  onthe attempt  torenew 

the  trade  with  Japan.  • . .      Mr^  Delboe  suggests  establishing  a  factory 
at  Macao y  to  introduce  the  sale  of  EngUsh  goods  in  China. 

1674-75. — Statement  of  the   Company^ s  txport^  of  buBiony  and 
general  view  of  their  trade  published,  to  counteract  the  schemes  of  the 
Interlopers. .....  Instructions  to  Sural  and  Fort  St.  George,  for  their 

conduct  towards  the  Native  Powers,  tJie  Dutch,  and  the  Portuguese. 

Equipments  and  stock  for  Sural  encreased,  to  pay  (^  debts. 

Seamen  not  to  be  allowed  to  settle  as  colonists  at  Bombay 

Courts  measures  for  the  Persian  trade. Fortifications  at  Fort  St. 

George  to  be  strengthened,  on  account  of  the  war  between  the  French 

and  Dutch. Encreased  equipments  and  stock  for  Fort  St.  George 

mnd  Bengal. Equipments  and  stock  for  Bantam  encreased,  to 

renew  the  attempt  of  trade  to  Japan. AdMHomd  regulations  for 

St.  Helena Mr.  Henry  Oxinden  sent  as  envoy  to  Sevagee,  and  a 

treaty  concluded  between  this  Chief  and  the  Company Mr.Oxinden 

sent  to  Persia Trade  at  Suratimpeded,  by  the  competitions  of  the 

Europeans  and  by  the  inland  wars Measures  of  President  Aun^ 

^erfor  improving  the  revenues  ofBonAay. Dutch  take  St.  Thom^ 

from 
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CHAP.  n.  fnm  the  French,  and  deliver  U  to  the  King  of  Goloondah. .  • .  Criiical 
Contents,     situation  of  Fort  St.  George. .....  Project  of  the  King  of  Bantam  to 

form  an  independent  trade  to  the  Peninsida  of  India. 

1675-76* — ^€U)  plan  of  administration  formed  for  Surat  and  Bom-' 

bay Equipment^  stock,  and  commercial  instructions  to  Surat  and 

Bombay Similar  instructions  to  Fort  St.  Oeorge. ... .. Equips 

ments  and  stock  for  the  Coromandel  Coast  and  Bengal Equips 

ments  and  stock  for  Bantam,  and  instructions  to  extend  the  trade  to 

Tonquin  and  Tywan,  and  if  possible  to  Japan. Trade  at  Surat 

depressed^  from  the  wars  of  Sevagee  and  the  opposition  of  the  Dutch 
......  President  Aungier's  report  on  the  trade  at  Surat  and  Us  depen- 
dencies.   Report  on  the  dvU  and  ndUtmy  administration  required 

for  Bombay Measures  for  reviving  the  Persian  trade. In^ 

vestment  at  Fort  St.  George,  this  season,  considerable Agency  of 

Bantam  recommend  a  trade  with  Amoy,  in  China. 

1676-77^ — Equipment  and  stock  to  Surat  UnUted,  fiwn  the  con- 
vulsed state  of  thecountries  in  its  vicinity Charter  obtained  from 

the  King,  for  establishing  a  mint  at  Bombay Orders  for  entering 

into   negotiations  with  Persia,    to  recover   the  arrears  of  customs. 

Commercial  instructions,  equipments,  and  stock  for  Fort  St. 

Oeorge. .....  Orders  for  extending  the  Compare's  trade  in  Bengal 

Equipments  and  stock  for  Bantam  continued  on  a  large  scale ; 

and  instructions  given  toextend  the  trade  to  China. Ihe  celebrated 

Dr. 
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Dr.  HnUejfy  on  the  Kin^s  recommendoHon,  accommodated  with  a  passage  CHAP.  It. 

to  St.  Helena,Jor  the  purposeof  making  astronomical  observations ntents. 

Surat  again  menaced  hy  Sevagee Trade  at  Surat  lowered^  by  the 

depredation  of  bullion ;. . . .  and  from  the  revolts  of  the  petty  Rajahs 

on  the  Malabar  Coast Jidditional  civil  and  military  arrangements 

adopted  for  Bombay 4  Affairs  at  Madras  embarrassed,  by  the  con- 

quest  of  Gingee,  Sgcby  Sevagee. 9fr.  Streynsham  Master^ s  report 

on  the  trade  of  Bengal. ....  rAgent  fVMte,  and  the  greater  part  of 
the  Company^ s  servants  at  Bantam,  massacred  by  the  Javanese. 

1677-78- — Discretionary  powers  given  to  President  Aungier  to  em- 
P^  fi^^i  if  necessary,  in  Ms  transactions  with  the  Native  Powers. 

Equipments  and  stock  for  Surat.    . ...  Directions  to  the  Agents 

in  Persia^  to  preserve  the  Compamfs  privileges  by  negotiation. .  •  •  •  • 
A  Phirmaundfor  coining  rupees  at  Fort  St.  George  to  be  obtained  from 

tkeKingiBf  Oolcondah Equipments  and  stock  for  the  Coromandel 

Coast  and  Bengal. Commercial  orders  to  the  Agent  at  Bantam, 

to  relinquish  tJie  trade  to  Japan^  to  fix  a  Factory  at  Canton^  and  to 
extend  the  trade  at  Tywan  and  Tonquin. .....  King^s  letters  to  the  King 

of  Bantam^   requiring  the  punishment  of  the  murderers  of  Agent 

JFhite^  and  the  Compomjfs  servants Garrison  of  St.  Helenaform- 

^dinio  two  Companies Death  of  President  Aungier,  and  succes- 

^Man  qfjifr^  RoU  to  the  Presidency Mr.  Henry  Oxindens  report 

on  the  state  (f  Bombay,  and  the  effects  of  the  wars  of  Aurungzebe  on 
VOL.  II.  N  that 
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CHAP.  II.   that  island, Trade  suspended  at  Bantam^  from  disputes  between 

Contents.     ^^  Agent  and  Council;  afid  at  Amoj/y  from  the  conquest  of  that  place^ 
by  the  King  of  Formosa. 

1678.79. — Instructions  to  the  foreign  Settlements  suspended,  till 

the  result  of  the  corferences  at  Nimeguen Presidency  of  Surat 

reduced  to  an  Agency ,  and  the  salaries  of  the  civil  servants  diminished. 

.'.••••  Lbnited  equipments  and  stock  for  Surat Civil  and  ndKy 

tary  establishments  at  Bombay  reduced. Similar  orders  far  Persioi, 

Plan  of  retrenchment  for  Fort  St.  George,  and  its  dependencies^, 

postponed. .    ...  Equipments  and  stock  for  the  Coast  of  Coromandel  and 

Bengal; and  for  Bantam,  Tywan,  Tonquin,  Siam,  and  Amay\ 

Trajde  to  be  attempted  at  Cwrdom,  in  consequence  ef  a  proposal 

of  the  Viceroy Trade  at  Surat  depressed,  by  the  irregular  wars 

and  thereduction  of  rank. Difficulty  of  trade  at  Bamhay,  and  m 

Persia Agency  of  Fort  St.  George  agree  not  to  atten^i  solicit^ 

ing  a  general  Phirmaund. 

1679-8O. — Court  alarmed  at  a  new  class  of  EngUsh  Interlopers, 

fitting  out  ships  for  the  East-Indies,  at  Cadiz •  Equipments  and 

stock  for  Surat Orders  for  coffMnuing  the  retrenokmentr  at 

Bombay,  and  for  encreasing  the  revenues. Conditional  orders  for 

reUfiquishing  the  trade  at  Gombroon. .....  MiUtary  e^ablishment  at 

Fort  St  George  to  be  diminished Equipments  arid  stoiik  fw  the* 

Coast  and  Bengal .....  Orders  to  the  Agent  at  Bantam  to  improve^ 

the 
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the  trade  at  Amoy^  hat  to  lessen  the  eocpences  at  Siam,  Tonqmn,  and  CHA.P.  IL 

Ti/wan New  r^ulationsfar  St.  Helena Qmrfs  orders  far     ^"^^"^^ 

reducing  the  establishment  at  Surat  found  impracticable Bombay 

endangered,  foam  Sevagee,  and  the  Mogul  Admiral,  or  Siddee,  having 
respectively  occupied  the  Islands  of  Henery  and  Kenery Difficul- 
ty of  executing  the  Courts  orders  for  reducing  the  military  establish- 
ment at  Bombay. 

1 680-8 1  .-—Co«r/'^  instructions  to  Surat,  on  intelligence  of  a  large 

JketJUting  in  the  Baltic^  for  the  East-Indies Equipments  and 

stock  for  Surat Directions  not  to  employ  force,  to  expel  Sevagee 

and  the  Siddee  from  Henery  and  Kenery Captain  KeiguAn,  and 

seventy  soldiers,  sent  as  a  reinforcement  for  Bombay New  plan 

of  €uImimstration  for  Fort  St.  George,  of  which  Mr.  Gyfford  was 
appointed  Agent. .....  Equipments  and  stock  for  Fort  St*  George  and 

BengcU »  New    plan    of    adndnistratum   for    Bantam ...... 

Equipments,  stock,  and  commercial  instructUms,  for  Bantam  and  sub- 
ordinate stations 3fore  fotvourable  prospects  of  trade,  from  the 

death  of  Sevagee^  and  the  accession  ofSanihagee Order  ofAurung- 

zebe  to  augment  the  custofns  at  Surat  j  from  two,  to  three  and  a  half  per 

cent The  investment  for  Europe  considerable: Trade  and 

revenue  of  Bombay  vnproving Phinnaund  obtained  from  the 

iCwJg  nf  P^^>  f^  payment  of  part  of  the  arrears  of  customs  at 
Gombroon. 

N  a  1681-812. 
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CHAP.  II.  1681-83. — StiTot  restored  to  the  rank  of  a  Presidency. . . .  Etpn^ 

Contents,    f^^cnts  and  stock  for  Surat Mr.  John  Child  appointed  President 

of  Surat y  vnth  particular  instructions  to  promote  the  sale  of  English 

manufactures  in  India Orders  for  Umiting  the  avUandnaUtary 

charges  of  Bombaif  to  afxed  sum Plan  forremving  the  Persian 

trade,  and  connecting  it  with  the  trade  to  Mocha, Directions  to 

the  Agent  at  Fort  St.  George,  for  counteracting  the  schemes  of  the 
Interlopers. . ....  Large  equipments  and  stock  to  Fort  St.  George  and 

Bengal Bengal  constUuted  a  distinct  Agency  from  Fort  St. 

George;  and  Mr.  Hedges^  one  of  the  Directors,  csppdinted  Agent  at 
Hughhfy  and  Governor  of  the  Ckmpcmfs  settlements  in  BengaL .    . .. 
Equipments  and  st(wk  for  Bantam ;  and  instructions  to  resettle  the 
Factory  at  Amoy,  and  to  extend  the  trade  to  Canton.  • . ...  Judicial 

regulations  for  St.Helena. Increase  of  investments  at  Surat  attrp- 

luted  to  its  restoration  to  the  rankqf  a  Presidency Embarrassed 

state  of  Bombay  y from  Sambagee  cOfttinuing  the  plans  ofSevagee. 

Intelligence  from  Fort  St.  George  and  Bengal  defective  this  season 

King  of  Bantam  sends  an  embassy  to  England. 

1682-83. — Disputes  between  theEast^India  and  Levant  Companies 
the  origin  of  the  frst  attempts  to  form  a  New  East-India  Stock 

Instructions  to  Surat  ^  to  re-establish  the  Factory  at  Rajahporey 

end  to  from  an  alliance  with  Sambagee. .....  Court  determine  to  em- 
ploy force,  to  recover  their  proportion  of  customs  at  Gombroon. 

Plan 
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Plan  of  combining  the  Persian  and  Mocha  trade,  and  bartering  English  CHAP.  XL 

cbah  Jbr  Persian  silks Court  recommend  establishing  a  Bank  at    ^^^^^* 

Madras,  and  forming  a  station  in  the  Gingee  Country Large 

equipments  and  stock  sent,  this  season,  to  Bengal,  as  an  independent 

stathn Attempts  to  be  made  to  cultivate  flax  in  Bengal. 

Hie  Bantam  Ambassadors  graciousfy  received  by  the  King. .... . 

Court  address  a  letter  to  the  Viceroy  of  Canton,  offering  to  settle  an 

English  Factory  at  that  port Trade  at  Surat  impeded,  by  the 

intefferences  of  the  Interlopers,  by  the  wars  between  Aurungzebe  and 
Sambagee,  and  by  the  MoguFs  atder  to  encrease  the  customs  at  Surat. 

Report  on  the  stale  of  the  Island  of  Bombay.    ... .  Difficulty 

of  procuring  payment  of  Customs  at  Gombroon,  and  the  Courts  plan 

of  comiming  the  Persian  and  Mocha  trade  impracticable Trade 

in  Bengal  precarious,  from  the  MoguTs  order  to  encrease  the  custotns 

from  two,  to  three  and  a  ha^  per  cent. Bantam  taken  by  the 

Dutch,  as  atHesof  the  young  Kmg The  old  King  expelled,  and 

the  JEngUsh  Factory  obliged  to  retire  to  Batavia. 

1683-84.— -*Ctorf^  insiruetions  to  their  foreign  Settlements  in^ 
fluenced  by  the  cc^ture  of  Bantam ;  and  the  bankruptcies  of  several  great 

houses  in  London. Limited  equipments  and  stock  for  Surat. 

Court  authorised,  by  Charter,  to  erect  Courts  of  Judicature,  and  establish 

Admiralty  Jurisdiction  in  India. A  Judge  of  the  Admiralty  at 

Bombay,  appointed  by  the  King,  • . .  .«  Bombay  constUuted  the  diief 

seat 
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CHAP.  II.   sfiot  of  the  Compamfs  trade  in  the  Easf-Indies. .  • . . .  Courfs  directions 

CoDtents.    j'gj.  encreasing  the  revenues  of  Bombay Ttco  Jleets,  Under  tht 

command  of  Sir  John  fVetwang^  and  Sir  Thomas  Grantham^  sent  to 
India^  for  recovering  the  Persian  and  Bantam  trades. .....  Fbrt  St. 

George  constituted  a  Presidency ^  and  Mr.  Gyffbrd  appointed  President. 

Commercial  instructions  for  Fbrt  St.  George  and  stibordindie 

stations Mr.  Hedges,   Agent  in    Bengal,   Msniissed,   and  Mr. 

Gyffbrd  appointed  President  of  Fort  St.  George  and  Bengal.. . . . . . 

Measures  for  protecting  the  Coromandel  and  Bengal  trade. . . . « • 

Stock  for  Bengal,  and  instructions  to  obtain  a  fortified  station  at  the 

Mouth  of  the  Ganges Courts  orders  to  Sir  Thomas  Grantham 

to  recover  the  trade  at  Bantam Regulations  for  St.  Helena.' 

Trade  at  Sural  depressed,  by  the  wars  of  tfie  Mogul  and  Sam- 

bagee,  the  want  of  sufficient  stock,  and  the  interferences  of  the  French 
and  Interlopers. .....  Presidency  of  Surat  establish  a  Factory  at  TetU" 

cherry Captain  Keigwin  seizes  the  Deputy  Governor  of  Botnhay, 

and  takes  possession  of  the  Island,  in  the  name  of  the  King. 

Measures  of  Captain  Keigwin,  on  assuming  the  Govenment  of 

Bombay Measures  of  President  Child,  on  recisiving  itdelligence 

of  the  revolt  at  Bombay. . .  - . .  The  recovery  of  Bombay  impeded  by 

the  Interlopers Declining  state  of  the  trade  in  Persia. The 

Presidency  of  Fort  St.  George  endeavour  to  procure  an  investment, 
and  to  obstruct  the  Interlopers. .....  The  Company's  servants,  at  their 

late 
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UUe  Agency  of  Bantam^  obliged  to  retire  to  Surat,  and  the  trade  to   CHAP.  II. 
Siam,  Tonquin,  Ssc.hst.  Contents. 

iGfiA'Sfi, — Qmrfs  plans  to  check  the  Interlopers^  and  lessen  the 

fiharge  of  Bjombay Commercial  instructions  for  Bombay 

A  Secret  Committee  of  Directors  appointed  to  report  to  the  King,  on  the 

revolts  at  Bombay The  King's  orders  to  Captain  Keigwin,  to 

deliver  Bombay  to  the  Cofttpany ;  and  commission  to  Sir  John  Child,  to 
offer  a  general  pqrdon  *  to  the  revolters,  except  the  four  ringleaders. 

Courts  instructions  for    rechcing  the  Island. Captain 

ITyrrel,  of  the  Navy^  ^ent^  out,  to  receive  the  Island  from  the  revolt  ersy 

a^dredeUveritto  the  Compam^ Cofnmercial  instructions  to  Surat ; 

toPersia; aiui  to  Fort  St.  George,  in  consequence  of  the 

djfdsion  if  the  Court  of  King's  Bench,  in  favor  of  the  Cmnpomy,  against 

(Ae  Interlopers. . .  • . .  Equipments  and  stock  for  Fort  St.  George 

RegulaOens  for  improving  the  town,  and  encreasing  the  garrison  of 
Madras. .....  Instructions  to  tlie  Bengal  Agents,  to  procure  a  station 

fi^^h  might  h^  farcied.  * . . ...  Death  of  King  Charles   II 

Qmrfs  project  <f  making  Acheen  the  centre  of  the  southern  trade. 

........  Additional  orders  for  St.  Helena Connexion  between  the 

RevoUers  at  Bombay  and  tlie  Interlopers  at  Surat. . . ,  * .  Certain  Keig^ 
win  sends  an  Agents  to  negotMffa  treaty  unth  Sdmbagee. .....  Arrival 

of  Dr.  St*  John,    Sir  Thomas  Grantham,  and  the  fleet ,  at  Surat, 
....;..  Dr.  St.  John's  report  on  the  state  of  the  Company's  chairs 

\  Surrender 
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CHAP.,11.    ..,.,,  Surrender  of  the  Island  of  Bombay  to  Sir  Thomas  Orantham, 

^^^^'     and  redelivery  to  the  Presidency  of  Surat Able  measures  of 

President  Cldld  to  procure,  an  investment Unsettled  state  of 

Bombay  at  this  period. .  .^ . .  Efforts  of  Sir  Thomas  Grantham^  to  obtain 
satisfaction  for  losses  in  Persia,  ineffectual.  ....•-  Obstructions  to  the 

trade  on  the  Malabar  Coast Trade  on  the  Coromandel  Coast  more 

favorable President  Chfffords  regulatiofts  for  extending  and  tVn- 

proving  the  trade  to  Bengal Failure  of  the  plan  for  resettling 

the  Compamfs  Agency  at  Bantam. 

1685-86. — Resolution  of  the  Company  to  institute  prosecutions,  in 

England,   against  the    Interlopers Sir  John  Child  appointed, 

under  the  King's  authority,    Captain  General  and  Admiral  of  the 

Company^ s  Settlements  in  India Discretionary  powers  given  to  him 

to  recover,  by  force,  the  arrears  of  customs  at  Chmbroon.  ......  Seat  of 

Government  ordered  to  be  transferred  from  Surat  to  Bombay 

Courfs  regulations  for  the  internal  administration  of  Bombay 

Commercial  instructions  for  Surat,  Bombay,  and  Persia Hie 

Agents  in  Bengal  censured  for  their  timidity,  respecting  the  JVabob. 

Orders  to  Fort  St.  George,  for  strengthening  the  fortifications, 

and  improving  tlie  revenues Courts  secret  instructions  to  commence 

hestilities  against  the  Mogul  and  the  Nabob  of  Dacca,  with  the  object 
of  obtaining  possession  of  Chittagong;  and  an  expedition  ftted  out, 

for  that  service. Subordinate  objects  of  the  expedition,  to  attack 

the 
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Me  King  of  Siam,  and  to  attempt  the  conquest  of  Sabette *  CHAP.  IL 

Regulatums  for  the  new  Factory  at  Priaman,  for  rendering  it  the    ^^^•o^-* 

centre  of  the  Pepper  trade Trade  at  Tonqidn  to  be  preserved. 

Omrfs  orders  on  the  mutiny  at  St.  Helena. Bombmf  not 

recovered  from  the  effects  of  the  revolt. Disputes  between  Dr. 

St.  Johny  Judge  of  Bombay y  and  Sir  John  Child. Dffidency  of 

intelligence  from  Fort  St.  Oeorge  and  Bantam. 

1686-87* — Court  persevere  in  their  resolution  to  levy  war  on  the 
Mogul  and  Nabch  of  Dacca,  and  vest  Sir  John  Child  with  the  powers 

of  Director  Greneral  of  all  their  Settlements  t»  India. Kings 

proclamation  for  withdrawing  British  subjects  from  the  service  of  the 

Native  Powers Re^injhrcements  if  troops  sent  to  India. 

Commercial  orders  to  Surat ; to  Persia M^.  Gyffbrd  dis-^ 

missed,  and  Mr.  Tale  appointed  President  of  Fort  St.  Oeorge  and 
Bengal,  with  orders  to  improve  the  stations  if  Prianum  and  Bencoolen. 

A  Factory  to  be  settled  at  Mergee,  in  Siam. Orders, 

under  the  King^s  Charter,  toestabUsh  andnt  at  Madras Difficul- 
ty of  acting  in  India  on  the  Courfs  plans. Presidency  of  Surat 

distressed,  by  piracies  committed  in  the  Red  Sea,  by  Danish  vessels, 

under  English   colours Imprudence  of  Sir  John  fFybome  at 

Bombay,  by  opening  the  Courts  secret  orders  to  Sir  John  Quid. 

Able  measures  of  Sir  Jolm  Child  at  this  crisis Presidency  of 

Surat  recommend  the  trade  with  China  to  be  under  the  management  of 
\oh.  II.  O  Fort 
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CHAP.  II.    Fort  St.  George Dutch  endeavour  to  excite  jeahusy  between  the 

Contents.     Qompamf  and  the  Persian  Oovemment. Premature  annmence- 

ment  of  hostilities  at  Hughly Denumds  of  the  Omipany  on  the 

Nabob  of  Bengal English  retire  to  Ckuianuttee,  or  Calcutta. 

.....  Part  of  the  garrison  of  Fort  St  George  dispatched  to  Bengal. 

President  Gyfford  represents  to  the  Moguls  the  object  if  the 

English  armament  in  Bengal A  Settlement  formed  at  Bencoolen, 

in  Sumatra. 

l687-88.-^Gmrf  determine  to  constitute  Bombay  a  Regency^  in 
imitation  of  the  Dutch  at  Batavia. . .  ^ . .  Sir  John  Child  appointed 
Governor  General^  with  control  over  aU  the  Settlements  and  Factories. 

Court's  orders  to  coin  money  at  Bombay,  and  for  ail  country 

ships  to  tahe  passes  from  their  Governor  General. Commercicd 

orders  for    Surat    atui   Bonibay Court  resolve  that  Madras 

should  assume  the  rank  of  an  Independent  Power Fork  Fort,  at 

Bencoolen,  to  he  strengthened,  and  a  factory  formed  at  Tenas* 
sery. .....  Th£   Union  flag  to  be  used  at  the  Fort.  •  •  • . .  Charter 

obtained  for  erecting  Madras  into  a  Corporation. : Constitution  of 

the  Corporation  of  Madras Commercial  instructions  for  Fort  St. 

George . .  Court  £sapprope  of  the  truce  made  by  Mr.   CharnocJc 

with .  the  Nabob  of  Bengal,  and  send  a  reitifbrcement  under  Captain 
Heath. .  • .  •  ..Private  merchants  in  Bengal  nUowid  to  send  goods  to 
Ef^bmd  in  the  Cantpamy's  ships. « . . ;    The  tMress  at  Bencoolen  to  be 

strengthened, 
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Strengthened^  and  a  duty  levied  on  the  pepper  belonging  to  private    CHAP.  ii. 

merchants New  regulations  for  St.  Helena  required  after  the    ^^"^®"^': 

mutimf Precautions  of  Sir  John  Child  to  preserve  the  Company's 

property  at  Suratf  when  intelligence  should  arrive  of  the  war  in  Bengal. 

Sir  John  Child  proceeds  to  Bombay,  and  dispatches  a  fleet  to 

the  Persian  and  Arabian  Gulfs. Mr.  Harris^  and  the  Cempamfs 

properly,  detcAnei  at  Surat Negotiation  between  Sir  John  Child 

and  the  Oovemor  of  Surat • .  Treaty  with  Sambagee  Rqjahj  to 

counteract  the  oppressions  of  the  Mogul. Sir  John  Child  applies 

for  Support  to  the  French  and  Dutch  Factories  find  sends  instruc  turns 
to  Fort  St.  George  to  co-operate  in  the  war Negotiations  conti- 
nued with  the  Chvemor  of  Surat MuchtarKhan,  tJie  new  Graver^ 

nor  of  Surat 3  opens  an  insiMous  communication  with  Mr.  Harris. 

Tirade  in  Persia  very  limited. Deficiency  of  information,  this 

season,  from  Fort  St.  George Truce  concluded  by  Mr.  Chamock 

with  the  Nabob  of  Bengal,  and  recommencement  of  hostilities,  on  the 
violation  of  it,  by  the  Nabcffs  General. 

1688-89. — Court  determine  to  make  Bombay  the  cH^  seat  of 

their  trade  and  power,  and  reduce  Surat  to  an  Agency Approve 

of  the  Provisional  Convention  with  the  Governor  of  Surat Fbrti- 

fcations  at  Bombay  to  be  strengthened^  and  duties  levied,  to  defray  the 

charges. Factories  on  the  Malabar  Coast  to  be  fortified. . . . . . 

Commercial  instructions  for  rendering  Bombay  the  general  depdt  of 

O  2  the 
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the  OmypMj/'s  goods, Encouragement  to  be  given  to  the  Arm^ 

niansy  in  Persia The  Government  of  Madras  blamed  for  not 

co-operatingin  the  war  in  Bengal Directions  to  farm  St.  ITiomS 

from  tike  Nabob Sir  John  Child  to  proceed  to  Befool,  as  Supers 

visor  if  the  Compamfs  Affairs Settlers  at  St.  Helena  encouraged 

to  remove  to  Bomboy Interesting  proceedings  of  the  East^India 

Compamf,  during  the  successive  events  which  termkuUed  in  the  Revo- 

lution. Political  and  commercial  events  at  Sural  and  Bombajf 

«,....  The  Convention  between  Muchtar  Khan  and  Mr.  Harris,  oh 

artifice  to  gain  time. Muchtar  Khan  seizes  the  Company s  ser^ 

vants  and  property  at  Sural. Sir  John  Child  intimates  to  the 

Siddee,  that  the  movement  of  his  feet  wouldbe  considered  as  an  act  rf 

hostiUijf  against  Bombay Courts  order  to  occupy  Salsette  tn^ 

practicable,  and  the  delivery  of  their  letter  to  the  Mogul,  inexpedient. 

Bombay  acts  on  the  defensive. Sir  John  Child  attempts 

negotiation  with  Ettinumd  Khan,  the  new  Governor  of  Sural,  and 
sends  envoys  to  the  Mogul,  at  Visiapore. .... .  Death  of  Sir  John 

Child,  and  succession  of  Mr.  Harris,  at  this  time  a  prisoner  at  Surat. 

The  Phirmaund  granted  by  Aurungz€be,at  this  period,  reduces  the 

Presidency  of  Sural  to  the  most  degraded  situation. The  Siddee's 

feet  and  forces  invade  Bombay,  but  evacuate  the  Island,  on  payment 

of  thefne  imposed  by  the  Phirmaund. I%e  revenues  and  trade 

at 
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at  Bambcttf  depressed  by  these  events Trade  in  Persia  obstructed  CHAP.  it. 

by  the  Dutch,  and  by  Pirates Jfairs  of  Fort  St.  George  and    ^°*«°^»- 

Bengal  blended,  ot  the  period  of  the  disastrous  Phirmaundof  Aurung^ 

xAe Proceedings  of  C<q>tain  Heath  in  Bengal,  who  retires  with 

the  Compaany^s  servants  to  Madras Report  of  the  Agent  and 

Council  of  Bengal,  on  the  failure  of  the  attack  on  Chittagong 

Expedientsof  the  Agency  of  Fort  St.  George  on  this  emergency 

MoguTs  order  for  expelling  the  English  from  his  dominions.  •  •  •  • . 
Sambagee  betrayed,  and  put  to  death  by  the  Mogul,  and  succeeded  by 
the  Ram-Rajah,  wlio  granted  to  the  English  liberty  of  trade  at  Coni" 
mere...... Stipulations  regarding   Madras  evaded  in  the  MoguFs 

PMmuxund. The  new  Nabob  of  Bengats  offer  to  the  English, 

to  resettle   their  Factory  at  Hughly,  decUned. ......  Revolution  in 

Siam    obviates    the  necessity    of  the   war   against   that  country. 

J%e  commercial  efforts  at  Fort  St.  George,  and  its  subordimae 

stations,  depressed  by  these  political  events ;  and  by  the  appearance  of 
English  pirates  on  the  Coromandel  Coast. .....  State  of  the  trade  of 

the  European  Maritime  Powers  in  the  East-Indies,  at  this  juncture. 

Report  on  the  improving  state  of  Fort  St.  George  and  the 

town  of  Madras Trade  at  Bencoolen  and  Indrapore  encreased, 

and  the  Settlement  in  an  improving  condition Interesting  pro- 

ceedif^s  of  the  Cknnpamfs* fordgn  Settlements,  on  receiving  intelli^ 

gence 
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CHAP.  11.    gence  of  the  succemve  events  which  terminated  in  the  Revolution 

Contents.     Remits,  Jrom  the  preceding  detail  of  events,  ascertaining  the  Com- 

panj/s  Rights,  from  the  Restoration  of  King  Charles  IL  to  the 

Revolution,  1 688-89. 
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CHAPTER   II. 


REVIEW  OF  THE  ANNALS  OF  THE  LONDON  EAST- INDIA 
COMPANY,  FROM  THE  RESTORATION  OF  THEIR  PRIVI- 
LEGES BY  KING  CHARLES  IL,  IN  I66O-I,  TO  THE  REVOLU- 
TION, 1688.9. 


166162. 


Having  traced  the  political  relations  between  England    chap.ii. 
and  the  maritime  states  of  Europe,  as   preliminary  subjects,   1661-62. 
required    to  explain  the  transactions  of   the  London  East-  S'^J  Form* 
India  Company,  after  they  had  their  Charter  and  exclusive  fandl^y  "die 
privileges   renewed  by  King  Charles  11*,   and  having    pro-  MSge^be- 
spectively  followed  up   those  relations,  during  this,   and  the  STt^Sin- 
subsequent  reign,   that    reference    might  be  made  to  them,  [ugll^^  ^^^^ 
in  explaining  the  annual  proceedings  of  the  Company,  during 
the  second  period  of  their  progress ;  and  having,  also,  with 
the, same  object,  traced  the  political  and  commercial  relations 

of 
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CHAP.II,  of  the  principal  kiogdoms  and  states  in  die  East-Indies  with 
1661 -62.  which  the  London  Company  were  to  have  connexion^  not  only 
during  this  period,  but  during  the  long  reign  of  Aurungzebe, 
which  continued  nearly  to  the  Union  of  the  London  and 
English  East-India  Companies,  we  are  prepared  to  resume  the 
Annals  of  the  London  East-India  Company,  and  to  connect 
fheir  proceedings  with  those  of  the  government,  on  which  they 
were  dependent  in  Europe,  and  with  those  of  the  powers,  at 
whose  ports  and  dominions  they  were  to  reviye  and  carry  on 
the  direct  trade  between  England  and  the  East-Indies« 

The  Charter  of  King  Charles  11.  to  the  London  East- 
India  Company  had  scarcely  been  recorded  when  their  affiurs 
assumed  a  new  aspect,  by  the  event  of  the  Island  of  Bombay, 
(within  their  limits,)  having  been  ceded  by  the  Crown  of  Portu- 
gal to  the  King,  as  part  of  the  dowry  of  the  Infanta  Catherine, 
whom  the  King  married,  in  June  1661,  two  months  after  he 
had  granted  to  the  L<mdon  East-India  Company  the  renewal  of 
their  Charter. 
Commercial  This  acquisition  of  the  Kinip,  was  held  to  be  an  extension 

jealoasy  of  *  ^ 

the  Dmch  oq  of  the  dominions  of  his  Crown,  which  would  afford  to  the  Ensr- 

chU  evejit.        ^  ^  ° 

lish  a  port,  at  which  their  trade  could  be  in  security,  and  more 
immediately  under  the  royal  protection  : — this  was  viewed  with 
jealousy  by  the  States  Goieral,  as  calculated  to  connect,  more 
strictly,  the  London  East-India  Company  with  the  Crown,  and 
to  revive  the  rivalship  of  the  two  European  powers  in  the  East- 
Indies,  by  assimilating  the  Company's  intercuts  with  those  of 

the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


£A8T*INDIA     COHPANT.  105 

the  State^  in  the  same  manner  as  the  Dutch  Companies  had    chap.il 
been  with  the  States  General^  and  therefore  to  render  the  riyal-  1661  -63. 
snip  of  the  two  nations  m  the  East-Indies,  more  immediately  treaty  with 

Portugal,  re* 

connected  with  the  rdations  which  subsisted  between  them,  in  lative  to  tb» 

cession  of 
Europe.  Bomba/. 

By  the  eleventh  article  of  the  Treaty  of  Marriage  between 
King  Charles  U.  and  the  Infanta  Catherine  of  Portugal,  dated 
23d  June  1661,  the  Crown  of  Portugal  ceded  and  granted  to 
the  Crown  of  England,  the  Island  and  Harbour  of  Bombay,  in 
full  sovereignty ;  and  it  was  understood,  that  this  grant  would 
enable  the  two  Crowns  to  maintain  their  respective  dominions 
in  the  East-Indies,  against  any  future  aggressions  and  encroach- 
ments on  their  subjects  and  trade,  by  the  Dutch  Company. 

By  the  Secret  Article  of  this  treaty,  the  King  of  England 
obliged  himself  to  guaranty  to  the  King  of  Portugal,  the  pos- 
sessions of  that  Crown,  in  the  East-Indies  ;  and  to  mediate  a 
peace  between  Portugal  and  the  States  General,  with  the  ob- 
ject, that  the  respective  possessions  of  the  two  nations^  in  that 
quarter,  might  be  ascertained ;  and  then  explained,  that  should 
the  States  General  refuse  to  accept  of  such  mediation,  the  King 
would  employ  his  forces  and  fleets,  to  compel  the  States  to 
accede  to  these  conditions,  and  to  obtain  restitution  to  the 
Crown  of  Portugal,  of  such  Portuguese  settlements  in  the 
East-Indies,  as  the  Dutch  might,  subsequent  to  this  treaty, 
become  possessed  of/^> 

VOL.  II.  .  P  On 

(1) Origioal  Ratification  by  the  King  of  Portugal,  of  the  Treaty  of  Peace  and  Com- 
merce, between  England  and  Portugal^  and  of  Marriage^  between  King  Charlei  II.  and 
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CHAP.  IL  On  the  basis  of  this  treaty,    and  to  render  Bombay  an 

1661-62.  immediate  dependency  on  the  Crown  of  England,  the  King-, 
Marlborough  in  March  1661-62,  dispatched  a  fleet  of  five  men  of  war,  under 
hamShipmaa  the  command  of  the  Earl  of  Marlborough,  and  embarked  on 

serit  by  the 

King,  with    them  five  hundred  troops,  under  the  command  of  Sir  Abraham 

an  armament^         ^  •  i      ^^  i  i_  i_         j 

totakeposses-  Shipman,  who  was  appomted  to  be  Grenerai  on  shore; — on  board 

sion  of  Bom- 
bay, this  fleet  also  proceeded   a  Viceroy  of  the  King  of  PprtugaJ, 

authorised  to  deUver  the  ceded  island,  and  its  dependencies,  to 
the  King  of  England. 

Sir  Abraham  Shipman's  particular  instructions  were,  to 
take  under  his  command  the  forces  raised  in  England,  for  the 
King's  service  in  the  East-Indies,  and-,  on  his  arrival  at  Bom- 
bay, to  receive  possession  of  the  island  and  its  dependencies, 
from  the  Portuguese  Governor,  with  the  view  of  **  gaining  a 
free  and  better  trade  in  the  East-Indiei&,  and  to  enlarge  the 
King's  dominions  in  those  parts  :^' — ^he  was  farther  directed 
to  encourage  the  King's  subjects,  and  strangers,  to  settle,  and 
carry  on  trade  at  Bombay,  and  to  administer  to  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  island  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  King.(^> 
The  Coinpa-  In  this  new  relation  of  the  London  East-India  Company 

ny  appoint 

Sir  George     with  the  Crown,  we  have   to  trace  the  proceedings  of  the 

Ounden  to  be 

President  of   Court  of  Directors,  or  the  measures  which  they  adopted,  for 

Snrat,  with 

authority  to  restoring 

peize  all  unli- 

ders.  ^^^  Infanta  Catherine  of  Portugal;,  concluded  at  Whitehall,  23d  June  l66l,  with  the 

Secret  Article^  dated  the  same  day^  (Preserved  in  the  State  Paper  Office). 

(1)— Letter  firom  the  Court  to  the  Earl  of  Marlborough,  Ipth  March.  1661-62.*— 

Historical  Account  of  the  Transactions  between  the  English  and  Portuguese^  regarding. 

Bombay^  octavo,  printed  in  l?^ 
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restoring  their  privileges  and  trade  in  the  East-Indies^  and  to  <^hap.  ir. 
accommodate  the  Company's  interests  with  the  new  posses-  1661-62. 
sions  which  the  Crown  had  acquired,  within  their  limits  : — 
With  these  objects,  the  Company  appointed,  on  the  19th  March 
1661-62,  Sir  George  Oxinden  to  be  President  and  chief  Direc- 
tor of  all  their  affairs  "  at  Surat,  and  all  other  their  factories, 
"  in  the  north  parts  of  India,  from  Zeilon  to  the  Red  Sea," 
Mrith  a  salary  of  ^300  per  annum,  and  a  gratuity  of  <^200 
per  annum,  for  the  purpose  of  removing  all  temptations  to  en- 
gage in  that  private  trade,  which  the  Company  had  found  so 
injurious  to  the  sales  of  their  exports,  and  to  the  purchase  of 
their  investments : — and  that  the  transactions  of  Sir  George 
Oxinden  might  be  placed  in  full  connexion  with  those  of  the 
Earl  of  Marlborough  and  Sir  Abraham  Shipman,  the  Com- 
pany obtained  from  the  King  a  Warrant,  under  the  Privy  Seal, 
to  Sir  George  Oxinden,  authorising  him,  in  the  Company's 
name,  to  seize  on  such  persons,  not  in  their  service,  as  might 
be  engaged  in  private  trade,  or  in  navigating  the  vessels  of  the 
country  powers,  and  to  send  them  to  £ngland.('> 

The  Company,  imder  these  circumstances,  did  not,  as  on  Equipmenu 

and  trade  on 

former  occasions,  when  grants  from  the  Crown  were  given  to  a  limited 

-    .   •  •  •  scale. 

them,  protecting  their  exclusive  privileges  against  the  inter- 

P  2  ferences 

(1) — Commission  and  Instructions  of  the  Coart  to  Sir  George  Oxinden^  on  being 
appointed  President  of  Surat,  19th  March  1661.63.-—  Warrant,  under  the  Privy  Seal« 
for  seizing  unlicensed  Persons  in  India,  2i8t  February  1661-62.*— •*-  Letter  from  the 
Court  to  the  Presidency  of  Surat,  19th  March  1 661*62. 
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^^^j*'^^;  ferenccs  of  the  Private  Traders  or  Interlopers^  or  when  the 
1661-62.  licences  had  been  withdrawn  from  traders  of  this  description^ 
form  any  new  stock,  or  enlarge  their  equipments,  to  the  extent 
which  might  have  been  expected ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  dis- 
covered a  commercial  caution,  proceeding,  probably,  from 
the  disappointment  and  heavy  losses  they  had  experienced,  in 
trusting  to  the  stability  of  re-grants  c^  privileges ;  and  there- 
fore, though  Sir  George  Oxinden,  and  their  shipping,  were  to 
proceed  with  the  King's  fleet,  the  Court  resolved  to  narrow 
the  line  of  their  trade,  and  to  confine  it  to  the  Presidencies 
€xf  Surat  and  of  Fort  St.  George,  and  the  factory  at  Bantam^ 
and  to  their  respective  dependencies. 

Sir  Gewge  Oxinden  was,  in  particular^  to  endeavour  to 
preserve  the  Factories  and  Agencies  on  the  Malabar  Coast^ 
and  to  restore  the  trade  between  Surat  and  Fort  St.  George, 
and  between  the  Fort  and  Bantam,  for  which  ships  would  be 
dispatched,  at  the  proper  seasons,  from  England,  to  bring 
home  goods,  suited  to  the  home  sales : — ^he  was  also  to  specify, 
distinctly,  the  prices  at  which  the  exports  from  England  could 
be  sold* 

The  attention  of  the  President  was,  in  a  particular  man- 
ner, to  be  directed  to  put  a  stop  to  the  private  trade  of  the 
Company^s  servants,  who,  under  the  pretext  of  acting  for  the 
Company,  had  been  engaged  in  dealings  on  their  own  ac- 
count, to  the  detriment  of  the  Company^s  sales  and  purchases : 
-—such  of  those  servants  whom  he  might  find  engaged  in  this 

ilUcit 
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Olicit  trade^   were  to  be  dismissed  the  Company's    service,    chap.ii. 
and,  wider  the  authority  given  to  him  by  theKing's  warrant,  1661-62. 
to  be  sent  home  to  England. 

Sir  Edward  Winter  was  appointed,  in  February  1661-62,  sir  Edward 
to  be  Agent  at  Fort  St.  George: — ^the  Agencies  and  Factories  pointed  a- 
in  Bengal  were  placed  under  his  immediate  superintendence,  it"  George,'^ 
and  were  ordered  to  transmit  to  him  regular  accounts  of  their  powers,  to    * 
proceedings  : — by  a  Warrant,  under  the  Privy  Seal,  he  was  also  sed  Traders. 
empowered  to  send  all  persons  to  England,  who  might  have 
gone  to  India,  and  acted  as  Private  Traders,  or  as  seamen  in 
the  country  ships ;  and  further,  he  was  particularly  to  suppress 
private  trade  in  the  Company^s  servants,  and,  when  found 
engaged  in  it,  to  dismiss  them  the  service  ;  and  to  require,   by 
proclamation,  all  subjects  of  the  King,  who  might  have  gone  to 
India,  to  repair  to  Madras,  where  they  would  receive  protec- 
tion,   provided  they  did  not  interfere  with   the  Company's 
exclusive  trade.  <*> 

Similar  powers,  under  a  like  warrant,  were  sent  to  the  The  Agent  at 

Bantam  vest- 

Aeent  and  Council  at  Bantam,  and  ordered  to  be  observed  in  «^  with  the 

°  same  authori- 

al! the  dependencies  on  that  Eastern  seat  of  the  Company's  ^y^ 

trade,  enforced  with  the  Court's  printed  declaration  against 

Private  Traders.  W 

The 

(1) — Commiision  and  lastrnctions  to  Sir  Edward  Winter^  on  being  appointed  Agent 

at  Fort  St.  George^  20th  February  1661-62. Letter  from  the  Court  to  the  Presidency 

at  Fort  St.  George^  20th  February  1661-62. Copy  of  Warrant,  under  the  Pri?y 

Seal,  for  seizing  unlicensed  persons  in  India,  2l8t  February  1661-62. 

(2)^Letter  from  the  Court  to  the  Agent  and  Council  at  Bantam,  2l8t  March 
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CHAP.  II. 

1661-62.  ■■ 


The  Cover-  The  Uncertainty  which,  in  this  season^  prevailed  in  all 

nor  of  Surat 

and  the  Pri-  the  Company's  foreign  Presidencies  and  Factories^  respecting 
continoetheir  the  actual  situation,  either  of  the  government  in  England,  or 

oppressions  of  ^  ^ 

the  Surat  of  the  powers  which  might  remain  with  the  Company,  suffi- 
ciently accounts  for  their  servants  at  Surat  continuing  to  act 
xmder  the  former  instructions  of  the  Court,  by  calling  in  their 
Out-factories  and  Agencies,  and  confining  their  efforts  to  pro- 
vide a  limited  investment  for  the  homeward  shipping.  In  dis- 
charging the  first  of  those  duties,  they  had  not  been  able, 
from  want  of  shipping,  to  bring  off  the  Company's  estate, 
either  from  Persia  or  Bussora,  and  had  been  exposed,  from 
<he  debts  due  by  the  Merchant  Adventurers,  or  as  they  are 
termed  in  the  dispatches  from  Surat,  *^  Open  TraderSy^  to 
the  most  unreasonable  demands  by  the  Grovemorof  Surat,  by 
whom,  at  one  time,  they  had  been  shut  up  in  their  Factory, 
till  he  could  extort  money  from  them,  under  pretext  of  the 
payment  of  those  debts : — ^in  this  situation,  they  could  only 
direct  their  ships  to  touch  at  Goa,  Cochin,  Carwar,  and  other 
places  on  the  Malabar  Coast,  to  purchase  pepper,  or  any 
goods  they  might  think  suited  to  the  home  market. 

The  Agency  If,  in  the  preceding  year,  the  conduct  of  Meer  Jumlah, 

of  Bengal  ex- 

posed  to  the  tne 

oppression  of 

l^r  Jnm-      \^i.Ql,  inclosing  Copy  of  Warrant  under  the  Privy  Seal,  for  seizing  unlicensed  persoBf 

in  India^  21st  February  1661-62.  | 
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the  Mogul  general  in  Bengal,  to  the  English  Factory,  for  chap.jl 
having  imprudently  seized  a  Junk,  afforded  a  view  of  the  1661-62. 
rigour  with  which,  while  the  government  of  Aurungzebe  was 
establishing,  the  Factory  at  Hughley  were  treated,  the  events 
at  Surat  and  its  dependencies^  this  year,  ascertain  the  hard- 
ships to  which  they  were  exposed,  from  being  situated  near  the 
theatre  of  the  war,  between  Aurungzebe  and  Sevagee.  The 
Dutch,  from  their  superior  naval  force,  overawed  both  of 
those  powers,,  and  escaped  the  hardships  to  which  the  Factories* 
and  shipping  of  the  London  Company  were  exposed  ; — to 
avoid  any  rupture  with  Sevagee^  the  English  President  and 
Council  had  sent  Agents  to  him,  who  were  seized,  and  made- 
prisoners,,  at  Rajahpore,.  and  though  large  sums  had  been  of- 
fered for  their  release,,  they  had  been  refused  ;  the  Presidency, 
therefore,  gave  it  as  their  opinion  to  the  Court,  that  unless 
large  supplies  of  shipping,,  men,  and  stores,^  should  be  sent 
from  England,  and  unless  a  station  could  be  obtained,  which: 
would  place  the  Company's  servants  and  property  out  of  the 
reach,  either  of  the  Mogul  or  Sevagee,  and  render  them 
independent  of  the  overbearing  influence  of  the  Dutch, 
it  would  be  more  prudent  to  bring  off  their  property  and 
servants,  than  to  leave  them  exposed  to  continual  risks  and 
dangers.  <*> 

As  the  homeward    ships    of   the  Company    had    been 

obliged, 

(1)— 'General  Letter  from,  the  President  and  Council  at  Surat  to  the  Courts  7th 
December  l66l. 


Digitized  by 


Google  _ 


112  ANKAL8  OV   TBB  HONOBABLB 

CHAP.  II.   obliged^  not  only  to  come  in  fleets,  but  to  make  a  circuitaiu 

1661 -62«  Toyage,   till  they  should  receive  intelligeDce  from  England, 

we  discover  the  reason  why  the  Court,  in  this  year,  remained 

ignorant  of  the  state  of  their  afisdrs  at  Fobt  St.  Gbobob  and 

at  Bantam,  and  their  dependencies. 
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1662-63. 


In  the  season  1661-62^  the  acquisition  of  Bombay^  from   chap.il 
Portugal,  by  the  Crown,  which  necessarily  connected  the  trans-  1662-63. 
actions  of  the  East-India  Company,  with  the  orders  given  by  to  sir  George 
Eling  Charles  to  the  Earl  of  Marlborough  and  Sir  Abraham  assist  the 

K.inK*8  Greoe* 

Shipman,    rendered   it  expedient  to  accommodate  to  those  rai  and  Ad- 
miral^ in 
orders,  the  instructions  given  to  Sir  George  Oxinden,  who  had  taking  poa- 

session  of 

been  appointed  President  at  Surat,  that  he  might  afford  his  Bombaj. 
best  services  to  the  armament,  which  had  been  dispatched  by 
the  Crown,  to  take  possession  of  Bombay. 

In  this  season  C1662-63)  an  event  took  place,  or  the  The  Doke  of 

^  "^  r         >  York  esta. 

irrant  of  a  Charter  to  the  Duke  of  York,  the  Kinc^'s  Brother,  for  biisiies  the 

^  .  Royal  African 

forming  a  New  African  Company,  which  still  farther  connected  Company, 

and  obtains  a 

the  affiurs  of  the  State  with  those  of  the  London  East-India  Com-  grant  of  the 

settlements 

pany ;  because  part  of  the  possessions  on  the  Coast  of  Africa,  ^i>»5^  t^© 
granted  to  the  New  African  Company,  belonged  to  the  London  pany  i>o«- 
East-India  Company,  in  consequence  of  their  coalition  with  Coast  of  Afri- 

*  ,     "  *  ca,  m  conse* 

the  Assada  Merchants,  in  the  early  part  of  the  Interregnum.    V^^^^^^ 

Though  it  may  appear,   at  first  sight,    to  be  a  digres-  ^|[*'^'®  ^^' 
sion  from  the  Annals  of  the  East-India  Company,  in  this  year,  c^°^*- 
to  look  back  to  the  sources  of  this  African  trade,  the  original 
objects  of  which  were  foreign  to  the  trade  to  the  East  Indies, 
vol..  II.  Q  it 
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CHARir.  it  is  not  possible  to  bring  under  review  the  transactions^  be- 
1662-63.  tween  the  East-India  Company  and  this  African  Company^  and 
the  Colonies  which  the  Duke  of  York  projected  to  establish^ 
without  adverting  to  those  interesting  commercial  facts. 

During  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  a  commercial  spe- 
culation prevailed,  that  gold,  elephants'  teeth,  and  labourers, 
might  be  obtained  on  the  Coast  of  Africa,  and  thM  the  gold  and 
ivory  might  become  important  a,rtides  of  trade,  and  the  la- 
bourers employed,  with  advantagie,  in  cultivating  the  West- 
India  Islands.  Queen  Elizabeth  granted  exclusive  privileges 
to  what  was  termed  the  First  African,  or  Guinea  Company, 
and  this  grant  is  interesting,  as  marking  the  first  commerctal 
rJelations  between  England  and  the  Coast  of  Africa. 

In  the  preceding  detail  it  has  appeared,  that  the  Assada 
Association  had  been  formed,  and  the  London  Company  com- 
pelled to  unite  with  them ;  and,  on  this  event,  the  London 
East-India  Company  formed  settlements  at  Cape  Cormantine, 
Bepin,  &c.  After  the  capture  of  Jamaica,  the  English  set- 
tlements having  encreased,  it  became  impracticable  to  culti- 
vate them,  except  by  means  of  a  large  proportion  of  African 
labourers,  denominated  slaves,  whose  constitutions  were  fitted 
to  cultivate  the  valuable  produce  brought  from  the  West-In- 
dies to  England : — ^this  led  to  the  employment  of  capital  and 
shipping  in  the  African  trade,  and  to  considerable  demands 
for  British  manufactures,  for  maintaining  and  clothing  these 
labourers,  who  were  found  not  only  necessary  to  enable  the 

planters 
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planters  to  cultivate  the  produce  of  the  soil,  hot  to  serve  as  ^^^ii/* 
auxiliaries,  in  defending  them  against  the  original  inhabi-  1662-63. 
tants,  and  in  colonizing  the  West-Indies: — these  circum- 
stances led  to  the  grant  to  the  Duke  of  York,  constituting 
the  New  African  Company,  aud  to  the  transfer,  to  this  Com- 
pany, of  the  possessions  of  the  East-India  Company,  on  the 
Coast  of  Africa,  which  they  had  been  obliged  to  establish, 
after  their  connection  with  the  Assada  Merchants. 

In  thij3  situation,  but  under  the  obligation  of  having  re^ 
cently  obtained  from  the  King*  the  restoration,  of  their  Charter 
and  exclusive  privxl^es,  the  possessions  of  the.  London  East- 
India  Company,  on  the  Coast  of  Africa,  were  transferred  to  the 
Duke  of  York,  and  to  the  Royal  African  Company,  now  esta^* 
blished  by  Charter. 

The  London  East<-Ihdia  Company,  therefore,  were 
obliged  to  cede  their  African ,  possessions  to  this  new  Royal 
Company,  and  to  sell  off  their  property  at  their  African  Fac- 
tories, and  to  wind  up  their  afiairs  on  that  Coast,  with  that 
rapidity,  which  marks  a  commercial  concern,  when  com- 
pelled by  events  to  relinquish  a  part  of  their  trade,  and  to 
realize  such  value  as  it  would  bring,  which  was  transferred 
either  to  their  Indian  Presidencies,  or  Agencies^  or  to  St.  He- 
lena, which  the  Company,  at  this  crisis,  were  colonizing  and 
cultivating,  by  every  practicable  effi)rt,  as  the  Dutch  had 
already  taken  possession  of,  and  colonized,  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope. 

Q  2  The 
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^^JJ'  The  Court  of  Committees^  or  Directors,  on  this  occa- 

1662-63.  sion,    sent    instructions    to    their  Factors  on  the  Coast  of 

Agreement  -r      n  r\       \. 

between  the   Afiica,  founded  on  an  agreement,  dated  the  16th  of  Octpher 

Royal  African 

Company       1662,  between  the  London  East -India  Company  and  the  Royal 

and  the  East-  f 

India  Com-  African  Company,  of  which  the  following  is  the  substance ; — 
That  the  East -India  Company  should  be  allowed  to  the 
25th  of  March  1663,  to  dispose  of  their  goods  and  estate  on 
the  Coast  of  Guinea,  and  that  they  might  leave  two  Factors 
there,  to  superintend  and  manage  the  sale ; — that  the  African 
Company  should  be  allowed  ten  per  cent,  by  the  East-India 
Company,  for  all  goods  sold  after  the  said  25th  of  March ; — 
that  Fort  Cormantine,  Fort  Wyamba,  and  the  Factories  at 
Cape  Coast  Castle,  and  Benin,  should  be  delivered,  by  the 
East-India  Company,  to  the  Royal  African  Company,  with 
all  military  stores.  Sec.  on  the  25th  of  March  1663^  who 
were  to  take  into  their  employ,  the  soldiers  of  the  East-India 
CompaiPy,  serving  at  those  stations  ; — that  the  Royal  African 
Company  should  pay  to  the  London  East-India  Company 
the  purchase-money  of  Cape  Coast  Castle ; — that  the  East- 
India  Company  should  be  allowed  to  send  a  ship^  within 
twelve  months  after  the  said  25th  of  Mardi,  to  take  off  the 
remains  of  their  goods,  and  that  aU  household  furniture,  and 
spare  stores,  belonging  to  the  East-India  Company,  should  be 
taken,  off  by  the  Royal  African  Company,  at  a  fair  valuation.<^> 

It 

(1)— Articles  of  Agreement  between  the  Royal  African  Company  and  the  East-India 
Company^  dated  1 6th  October  1662,.  enclpsed  in  a  letter  from  the  Conrt  to  the  Factors. 

at 
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iir 


It    was    under  these  circumstances^    that  the  London    chafm. 
Company  sent  out  the  fbUowing  instructions  to  their  ser-  1662-63. 

'^      -^  ^  Court's  Id. 

Tants  at  Fort  Cbrmantine  : — to  sell  off  all  the  ffoods  and  pro-  structions  to 

^  their  Factors^ 

perty  belonging  to  the  Company,  on  such  terms  as  they  could  at  FortCor- 
obtain ; — ^to  endeavour  to  dispose  of  as  much  of  them  as  pos-  Africa,  on 

*■  this  agree* 

siUe^  to  the  Dutch  Ccmapany,  and  to  vest  the  proceeds  in  ment. 
gold^  to  be  sent,  this  season,  to  their  Factories  in  India ; — 
to  purchase  from  the  Dutch,  Danes,  Swedes,  and  adven- 
turers from  every  country,  gold,  at  ^S3. 10s.  per  ounce,  and 
to  grant  bills  on  the  Company  for  the  amount : — as  the  Court 
expected  ^25,000,  in  gold^  would  be  collected  by  these  sales, 
the  Factors  were  to  dispatch  a  ship  to  India,  with  the  value ; 
-—another  ship  was  to  proceed  from  England,  for  the  Coast 
of  Africa,  in  one  month  aflter  these  orders  had  been  sent  off; 
on  this  ship  the  Factors  were  to  send  the  amount  of  all  the 
stores  of  the  Company,  which  might  remain,  which  were  to 
be  sold  for  whatever  price  they  would  bring,  in  gold ;  and  that 
such  of  the  Company's  servants,  as  might  wish  to.  return  to 
England,,  were  to  be  allowed  a  passage  to  St.  Helena,  (which, 
since  the  year  1657,  the  Company  had  been  endeavouring 
to  settle  and  colonize,  as  a  station  at  which  their  ships 
might  touch  for  fresh  water  and  provisions,  and  which 
was  granted  to  them,  in  full  possession,  by  the  Charter 
of  King    Charles   II.,    in    1661)   to    which  Island  orders 

had 

at  Fort  CormaDtixie^.27tb  October  i662. ABder$0B*s  History,  of  Commerce^  vol. 

ii.  page  473. 
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^HAP^.  iiad  been  sent,    to    accommodate  them  with  a  passage  to 
1662-63.  England.  0) 

Captain  Mitchell,  of  the  ship  Casde  Frigate,  on  account 
of  the  great  mortality  of  the  Company's  serrants  on  the  Coast 
of  Africa,  had  been  appointed  the  Company's  chief  Agent 
there,  with  instructions  to  wind  up  their  affairs,  and  to  sell  the 
whole  of  the  Company's  stock,  either  to  the  Royal  African  Com- 
pany, or  to  individuals,  but  to  take  gold,  rather  than  to  grant 
bills  on  England  : — the  gold,  with  the  elephants'  teeth  which 
might  remain  unsold,  were  to  be  forwarded  to  Madras : — afler 
delivering  over  the  forts,  and  the  troops  in  the  Company's 
service,  to  the  Royal  African  Company,  Captain  Mitchell  wai 
to  consign  whatever  goods  might  remain  to  four  factors,  veho 
were  to  reside  at  Fort  Cormantine,  till  they  could  dispose  of 
them,  and  finally  wind  up  the  Company's  afiairs  on  the  Coast 
of  Africa.^* 

During  the  period  in  which  the  East-India  Company 
occupied  stations  on  the  Coast  of  Africa,  besides  the  gold, 
elephants'  teeth,  &c.  which  they  sent  to  their  factories  at 
Madras  and  at  Bantam,  they  also  embarked  a  proportion  of 
African  labourers,  both  to  assist  in  erecting  their  houses  of 
trade,  and  forts;  and,  from  being  foreigners,  and  dependant  on 

their 

(l)--Letter  from  the  Coort  to  the  Factors  at  Fort  Cormantine^  2^th  October  l66l. 

(2)— Letter  from  the  Court  to  the  Factors  at  Fort  Cormantine,  2d  January  lG(l2-63« 

Commission  and  Instructions  from  the  Coort  to  Captain  Mitchell,  of  the  C^tle 

Frigate,  2d  January  1662-63. 
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their  factors^  were  tobetraiixed  to  the  use  of  arms^  and  to   chap.  ii. 
assist  in  the  defence  of  their  establishments,  when  attacked  by  1662-63, 
the  natives.     In  the  sequel,  we  shall  discover,  that  the  descen- 
dants of  those  Africans  formed  a  constituent  part  of  the  mili- 
tary guards  of  the  Company's  principal  establishments. 

After,  explaininfi^  the  relations  between  the  Crown  and  the  Equipments, 
Company,  in  so  far.  ajs  regarded  the  acquisition  of  Bombay,  in  commercial 
ihe  preceding  season^  and  the  transfer  of  the  Company's  o^thi««easonj 
African  Settlements  to  the  Royal  African  Company,  we  have 
to  trace  the  prciceedings  of  the  Court,  with  respect  to  the 
equipments  and  stock  appropriated  to  each  of  their  foreign 
Presidencies,  and  the  instructions  which  they  gave  to  their 
servants^  as  to  the  mode  of  reviving  then*  trade :— on  these 
subjects  it  may  be  observed,  that,  during  the  confusions  which 
Ibad  preceded  the  re-establishment  of  their  Charter  and  exclu- 
sive rights,  their  funds  for  trade  were  frequently  kept  out 
of  view,  that  they  might  neither  attract  the  notice  of  the 
ruling  factions,  nor  bring  on  questions,  respecting  their  rights  ; 
but  when  those  rights  were  restored,  all  difficulties  of  this 
kind  were  removed,  and  the  trade  of  the  Company  returned  to 
its  original  principles. 

The  equipments  for  this  season,  consigned  to  Surat,  — .toSarat. 
consisted  of  two  ships,  and  the  stock  and  money  was  estimated 
at  ^65,000.     The  instructions   of  the  Court    open  with  a 
reference  to  the  treaties  which  had  been  concluded,  between 
the  King  and  the  States  General,  and  the  prospect  that,  on 

the 
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CHAP.n.  the  basis  of  those  treaties,  the  diflferences  between  the  &ast- 
1662*63.  India  Companies  of  the  two  powers  would  be  adjusted  : — after 
approving  of  the  precautions  which  this  Presidency  had  taken, 
in  observing  the  former  orders  to  call  in  the  out-stations,  they 
recommended,  that  if  the  factories  had  been  withdrawn  from 
Agra  and  Ahmedabad,  persons,  properly  qualified,  might  be 
•occasionally  sent  to  those  towns,  to  purchase  indigo,  cloths, 
^c,  suited  to  the  Europe  market ;  and  farther  recommended, 
after  examining  the  details  which  they  had  received,  of  the 
arbitrary  manner  in  which  the  Governor  of  Surat  had  shut  up 
their  servants  within  their  house,  and  obstructed  them  in 
obtaining  investments,  that  they  should,  by  every  prudent 
expedient,  endeavour  to  conciliate  his  favor ; — ^that  the  mea- 
sure,' however,  of  sending  an  Agent  to  congratulate  the 
Emperor,  was  unwise,  both  because  the  expences  (which  had 
been  calculated  at  twenty  thousand  rupees)  were  great,  and 
because  the  project  of  obtaining,  through  this  mission,  farther 
exemptions  from  the  payment  of  duties  of  customs  at  the  port, 
might  bring  on  new  demands,  which  they  neither  had  the 
power,  nor  the  means  to  satisfy;  and,  as  this  Presic(enby 
was  still  exposed  to  the  interference  of  the  Private  Traders, 
the  Court  left  it  to  the  discretion  of  the  President  and 
Council,  to  dispose  of  the  English  broad-cloths  and  manu- 
factures at  small  profit,  which  would  depress  the  sales  of 
the  Private  Traders  in  those  articles/^) 

The 

(])— Letters  from  the  Coort  to  the  President  and  Coaacil  of  Surat,  25th  September 
1662,  24th  March  1662-63,  and  4th  April  1663. 
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The  equipments  and .  stock  of  this  season^  consigned  to    ^^J3 
FobtSt^  G£o&G]fc.  anEiicHtiited.  in  bullion.  British  staples,  and  1662-63. 

^  '  ^  *^       '  _to  Fort  St. 

merchaadtsevtos^S^SOQ.  After  i:eferring,  as  in  the  preceding  George. 
testy  to  the  treaties  between  the  King  and  the  States,  and  the 
expected  consequences  of  them,  theCoort  informed  the  Agent 
lad  Q>UBd],  dial  they  had  received  a  commission  from  the 
Kii!^>  and  hmd  tbe  .^States  General,  empowering  the  Company 
to  take  pQSsession  of  the  Idbmd  (^  Polaroon^  and  that  one  of 
the  resselSy  intended  for  Biuitam^  was  to  proceed  with  this^ 
authority^  to  take  possession  of  it.. 

•  In  so  far  as  regarded  the  relations  between  Madras  and 
the  l^adre  Fbwers,  the  Court  prohibited  any  farther  expences. 
being  incurred,  tar  jHresenta  to  the  King  of  Golcondah,  no 
adequate  return,  in  privileges,  having,  as  yet,  been  obtained 
fmm  that  sovereign^  notwithstanding  the  large  presents  which 
he  had  frequently  received.  Jxk  regard  to  the  relations  between 
Madras  and  Bengal,  it  was  the  intention  of  the  Court,  that  the 
whole  of  the  trade  and  establishments  in  that  country  should^ 
in  future,  be  subordinate  to  the  Pk*esident  and  Council  of  Fort 
St.  .George,  and  that  it  would  be  proper  to  reduce  the  number 
of  Agendes  and  Factories  in  Bengal  ;~-that  the  establishment  at 
Hughly  was,  however;  to  be  kept  up,  for  the  purpose  of  obtain-^ 
ing  tafiaties  and  saltpetre  ;'  but  instructions  were  to  be  given  to 
the  Agent  at  that  staticm,  to  purchase  the  taffisLties  in  an  un- 
gummed  state,  as  they  could  receive  this  improvement:  in 
England,  in  a  superior  manner;  a  successful  experiment  baving^ 
vol..  II.  R  beett 
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^w^lS^'  ^^^^  tried,  which  made  the  Bengal  silks  pass  in  the  market, 
1662-63*  as  Italian  silks : — ^when  the  assortmente  obtained  in  Bengal 
should  reach  the  Fort,  one  proportion  of  them  was  directed 
to  be  sent  to  Bantam,  at  which  they  were  in  demand,  and 
the  other,  to  make  part  of  the  investment  for  Europe  ; — ^the 
purchase  of  Coast  cloths  was,  however,  to  be  abridged,  from 
the  exports  of  them  to  the  Spice  Islands  having  become  imprac- 
ticable; but  cloths,  suited  for  the  Persian  market,  were  to 
be  bought,  it  being  in  contemplation  to  revive  and  re-establish 
that  trade/*) 

utter      of  The  Kinff,   during  this  season,  Laving  received  a  con- 

King  Charles  &>  6  y  & 

11.    to   the  orratulatory  letter,  on  his   Restoration,    from  the    Kmz    of 

King  of  Ban-  ©  -^  '  >  "o 

tam,  solicit-  Bantam,  had  been  finracious)y  pleased  to  send  an  answer,  to  be 

ing  protection  ^  •'   * 

for  the  Com-  forwarded  by  the  Company,  with  a  jpresent  of  arms,  con- 
^ants.  signed  to  their  Agent  at  Bantam  ;-^n  this  letter.  His  Majesty 

recommended  his  subjects,  the  servants  of  the  East-India 
Company,  to  the  protection  of  the  King  of  Bantam,  and 
trusted  that  this  recotnmendatibn  would  obtain  for  them 
his  particular  favor : — ^the  Company,  at  the  same  time,  trans- 
mitted the  commission  from  the  King  and  the  States  General, 
for  the  occupation  of  Polaroon,  with  the  orders  of  the  States 
to  the  Dutch  Governor  General  atBatavia,  and  the  Governor 
of  Ba&da,  to  re-delivel"  the  Island  of  Polarcion  la  the  English ; 
but,   aware  of   the  eva^siom*  of .  the  J)utch, '  and  that  they 

would 

(l) — Letter  from  the  Court  to  the  Agent  and  Council  at  Forf  St.  George^  dated  31tt 
December  l662,  and  20th  and  2ath  Febroary  1662—63. 
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would  try  every  means  for  retaining^  or  recovering  this  settle-  ?^^^'3' 
ment^  the  Court  directed  the  Agent,  on  getting  possession,  to  1662-63. 
erect  a  fortification,  and  place  a  proper  guard  in  it ;  and,  at 
the  same  time,  to  take  measures  for  cultivating  the  soil,  that 
a  proportion  of  the  finer  spices  might  be  raised,  to  make  up  an 
investment,  and  to  restore  this  branch  of  the  Company's*  trade. 
Neither  the  shipping,  nor  stock,  sent  to  Bantam  this 
season,  are  specified,  from  the  low  state  of  the  trade,  at  this 
place,  for  some  years^  having  rendered  the  speculation  a 
matter  of  experiment  only.^*> 


The  foreign  transactions  of  the  East-India  Company,  in  The    Portu. 

guese    evade 

this  season,  at  Subat,  are  so  intimately  blended  with  those  of  the  cession  of 

Bombay  and 

the  Earl  of  Marlborough,  and  Sir  Abraham  Shipman,  who  itsdependen- 

cies    to    the 

had  been  sent  to  take  possession  of  Bombay,  that  they  form  King's  Gene- 

^  "^  ral  and  Ad^ 

but  one  subject.  mirai. 

To  bring  this  subject  into  distinct  view,  we  must  follow  the 
transactions  of  the  fleet,  during  the  voyage,  and  till  it  reached 
the  place  of  its  destination  ;  and  then  advert  to  the  measures 
adopted 'by  the  King's  officers,  and  by  Sir  George  Oxinden,  in 
their  endeavours  to  get  possession  of  Bombay,  and  to  support, 

R  2  at 

(I) — ^Cop7  of  a  Letter  from  King  Charles  IT.  to  the  King  of  Bantam^  28th  March 
1663.  (East-India  Papers  in  the  State  Paper  Office^  No.  226.)——  Letters  from  the 
Court  to  the  Agent  and  Council  at  Bantam^  23d  January^  and  20tb  March  1662-63.  i 
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^w^lJ/'  at  the  same  time,  the  Compan/s  rights  and  trade  at  Surati 
1662-63.  and  at  its  dependencies. 

Before  the  fleet  under  the  Earl  of  Marlborough,  and  the 
Company's  ships  under  its  convoy,  left  En^an^,  aa  agree* 
ment  had  been  made,  between  the  Commissioners  i^  the  Navy 
and  the  East-India  Company,  that  three  of  the  King's  ships 
(the  Dunkirk,  Mary  Rose,  and  Convertine)  should,  after 
landing  the  troops  at  Bombay,  b^  at  the  /disposal  of  the  Pre^? 
dent  at  Surat,  to  bring  goods  to  Euroipe  an  their  account.  Bid 
that  the  Leopard  frigate,  which  h^ul  been  victualled  by  i  the 
Company,  and  sent  to  Lisbon,  to  bring  over  the  Portuguese 
Viceroy,  who  was  to  ttttend  the  Barl  <>f  Marlborough  to  Bom- 
bay, with  powers  to  see  the  articles  of  the  treaty,  for  the 
cessi<»  of  it,  fulfilled^  should^  aftcsr  this  service,  proceed  to 
Goa,  and  foe  offered  to  the  Viceroy,^  to  briag  ^  cargo,  on  bis 
account,  or  on  thai  of  th^  merc)i£^irts  of  Goa,  to  Lisbon,  .at 
such  rates  as  might  be  agreed  on,  between  the  Viceroy  and 
Mr.  Aungier,  who  was  to  be  dispatched  by  Sir  George  Oxin«> 
den  to  Goa,  for  this  express  purpose. 

Mr.  Aungier,  on  the  fleett  arriving  at  Johanna  Roads,  was 
gent  with  instructions  from  Sir  Geoi^ge  Oxinden  to  Goa,  on 
this  service : — ^in  the  event  of  the  Portuguese  Viceroy  accept* 
ing  the  o0«T,  the  money  which  the  Company  had  expended^ 
in  victualling  the  ship,  was  to  be  repaid  at  Lisbon,  at  the  rate 
of  seven  shillings  and  six-pence  per  mill-rea,  out  of  the  freight 
paid  by  the  Portuguese : — ^in  the  event  of  the  Viceroy  declining 

this 
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this  ofifer,  the  Company  were  to  have  permission  to  freight  the  ch^P-JJ- 
ship,  on  their  own  accomit,  for  England;  it  being  explained  1662-63% 
to  the  Viceroy,  when  this  offer  was  made,  that  miless  the 
ship  should  be  employed  to  bring  a  cargo,  to  Emrope,  under  bis 
authority^  that  a  King's  ship  could  not  be  engaged  by  the 
merchants,  and  that  the  rate  of  the  freight,  to  be  paid 
by  him,  should  be  from  ^18  to  ^22  per  ton,  acc(Nrding  to 
the  bulk  of.  the  goods :— if  an  agreement  with  the  Viceroy 
could  not  be  made  for  the  whole  tonnage,  on  account  of  the 
King  of  Portugal,  the  sum  of  ^9000  might  be  asked,  and 
^6000  takeni  from  the  iperchants,  and  the  rate  for  the  pas^- 
sage;of  individuals  Sxed  at  dB40,  that  sum  being  deemed  equi- 
.  valent  to  die  tonnage  which  a  passenger  would  occupy ;  but  that 
^30  per  Con  was  the  least  that  could  be  accepted :— *the 
whole  of  die  inrtructions  to  Sir  Ceoige  Oxinden,  it  was  settled, 
should  be  carried  into  eflfect,  in  concert,  and  mth  the  appro- 
bation of,  the  £arl  qf  Maxlborough.<'> 

The  Earl.of  Marlborough's  fleet,  and  the  Company^s 
ships  under  Sir  George  (Xxinden^  reached  Johanna  Roads, 
from  which  Sir  George,  with  the  Ckimpany's  fleet,  sailed  for 
Surat,  on  the  16th  August  1662,  leaTing  Mr  Aungier  to  ac- 
company the  Earl  to  Bombay.    The  King's  fleet  sailed  fitnn 

Johanna 

( 1 )— Commission  and  Instractions  from  Sir  George  Oxinden  to  Mr.  Gerald  Aungier, 
to  negotiate  with  the  Viceroy  of  Portugal^  relatiTe  to  the  freight  of  the  Leopard  Frigate, 
l6th  At^ust  IGGI. 
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^HAP.  n.  Johanna  on  the  22d  August,  and  arrived  at  Bombay  on  the 
.  1662-63.  18th  September  1662,  and  demanded  the  cession  of  the  Island, 
and  of  its  dependencies,  conformably  to  the  treaty  between 
the  King  and  the  Crown  of  Portugal : — ^the  Portuguese  Gover- 
nor of  Bombay  evaded  the  cession  of  the^  Island, ,  and  the 
Viceroy,  who  had  come  out  in  the  English,  fleet,  refused  to 
interpose  his  authority,  till  he  should  proceed  to  Goa,  and 
receive  instructions  from  the  Portuguese  Viceroy  of  the  Indies. 
It  now  appeared,  that  the  English  Admiral  had  interpreted  the 
terms  of  the  treaty  to  signify  Bombay,  afid  its.  dependencies^  or 
the  Islands  of  Tannah  and  Salsette^  and  that  the  Portuguese 
Viceroy  interpreted  the  treaty  to  signify  the  cession  of  the 
Island  of  Bombay  otdy^  not  the  cession  of  the  depen- 
dencies situated  between  Bombay  and  Bassein,  because  thaet 
would  lay  open  this  principal  Portuguese  station,  to  the  English 
at  Bombay;^*) 

The  Earl  of  Marlborough  demanded,  in  the  first  instance, 
the  cession  of  Bombay,  which  was  admitted  to  be  within  the 
terms  of  the  treaty : — ^this  was  objected  to,  by  the  Portuguese 
Governor,  on  the  pretext  thaft  Sir  Abraham  Shipman,  the 
.commander  of  the  English  troops,  had  not  arrived  ;  and 
therefore  he  refused  to  allow  the  troops  to  be  landed^  though 
the  Earl  of  Marlborough  stated  the  length  of  the  voyage^ 

and 

(1)— Letter  iipom  Captain  Browne^  of  the  Dunkirk^  to  Sir  Geroge  Oxinden^  dated 
Bombay,  20th  September  1662.—-  Letter  from  Mr.  Aungier  to  Sir  George  Oxinden, 
dated  Bombay,  26th  September  l662. 
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and  the  liumbeY  of  men  which  were  daily  dying  from  the  want   chap,  il 
ofrefreshment.(*)  1662-63. 

Sir  Abraham  Shipman  arrived  in  October  1662^  and  hav- 
ing produced  his  full  powers^  demanded  from  Don  Antonio  de 
Mello  de  Castro,  that  the  cession  should  be  made,  agreeably 
to  the  treaty  : — ^this  was  objected  to,  by  his  alleging  that  the 
form  of  the  Letters,  or  Patent,  of  the  King,  did  not  coincide 
with  the  usages  observed  in  Portugal,  in  like  cases ;  but  offered 
to  retain  the  Island,  for  the  King  of  England,  till  sufficient 
authority  should  be  obtained  from  Lisbon,  and  from  England, 
empowering  him  to  make  the  cession. 

The  Earl  of  Marlborough  and  Sir  Abraham  Shipman, 

under  these  embarrassments,  applied  to  Sir   George  Oxinden, 

« 

to  solicit  permission  for  them  to  land  the  troops  at  Surat ;  but, 
the  President  represented,  that  such  an  application  would  give 
offence  to  the  Mogul  Governor,  who,  if  it  should  be  at- 
tempted, might  probably  seize  on  the  Company's  investment, 
and  expel  their  servants  from  that  port.W 

In  this  state  of  affairs^  the  Earl  of  Marlborough  made  The  Earl  of 
preparations  for  returning,  with  the  King's  ships,  to  England^  determin'^^to 
explaining  to  Sir  George  Oxinden  his  intentions  to  carry  the  England  with 

Kins',  "■"*"• 

(I) — Letter  from  the  Earl  of  Marlborough  to  Sir  Geoi;ge  Oxinden,  6th  October  ]  66%. 

(2) — Letter  from  the  Presidency  of  Surat  to  the  Earl  of  Marlborough,  sih  October 

1662. Letter  from  the  Earl  of  Marlborough  to  Sir  George  Oxinden,  ISih  October 

1662. Reply  of  Don  Antonio  de  Mello  de  Castro,  to  Sir  Abraham  Shipman,  relative 

to  the  surrender  of  the  Island  of  Bombay,  l6di  October  1 662.  .    . 
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CHAP.  ir.  King's  troops  to  the  Mauritius,  and  to  leave  them  there,  till 
1662-63.  orders  came  from  England.  On  learning  this  resolution,  Sir 
George  Oxinden  held  a  consultation  at  Surat,  at  which  it  was 
resolved,  to  request  the  Earl  of  Marlborougti  to  leave  the  Con- 
vertine  man  of  war,  at  Surat,  to  take  on  boa^d  the  invest- 
ment, for  England,  that  the  Company  might  havfe  ^me  return 
for  the  heavy  charges  incurred ;  and,  in  the  mean  time,  to 
postpone  sending  the  Cbmpany^s  ships  or  goods*  to  Bantam^ 
leaving  the  investments  at  that  place  ta  come  to  England 
on  the  ships  destined  to  that  port,  till  they  should  receive 
instructions  from  the  Court.(*> 
flao  of  Sir  Mr.  Aungier,  it  has  already  been  mentioned,  had  beea 

inde^to  *  sent  from  Surat  to  Goa,  to  offer  to  the  Viceroy  to^  carry  a 
aSwciaii^w-  Portuguese  investment  to  Lisbon,  on  freight : — Though  he  was 
the  Viceroy  favorably  received,  the  conduct  of  the  Viceroy  was  neither  con- 
formable to  the  intentions  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Navy, 
to  accommodate  the  Portuguese,  by  receiving  their  goods  on 
board  the  King^s  ship  Leopard,  nor  to  the  expectations  of  the 
Company,  of  receiving  from  the  freight  a  compensation  for 
the  charges  they  had  incurred,  in  sending  this  ship  to  Lisbon^ 
to  accommodate  the  Viceroy,  and  to  carry  this  officer  to 
Bombay. 

After  a  tedious  negotiation,  respecting  the  freight,  Mr. 
Aungier  offered  it,  at  the  rate  of  ^^1.  3s.  6d.  per  ton^  to 

the 

(i)--Sunit  Consultations,  7M  October  1662; 
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the  Portugese  merchants,  who  refused  to  give  more  than  ^8  chap.  if. 
per  ton  ;  the  transaction,  therefore,  was  broken  off,  and  the  1662-63. 
Leopard  returned  from  Goa  to  Surat/*> 

Sir  George  Oxinden,  in  this  situation,  gave  instructions  King's  troops 

obliged       to 

to  the  commander  of  the  Leopard  to  sail  for  Porcat  and  Car-  land  on  the 

Island  of  Ao« 

war,  to  take  on  board  the  investments  provided  at  those  facto-  gedivah. 
lies,  under  the  impression,  that  the  Dutch,  at  those^'places, 
would  shew  a  gi^eater  degree  of  respect  to  a  King's  ship,  than 
to  a  vessel  of  the  Company;  and  informed  the  Factors, 
that  Sir  Abraham  Shipman  had  been  obliged  to  land  the  troops 
oil  the  Island  of  Angedivah,  twelve  leagues  from  Goa,  and 
therefore  it  would  be  expedient  for  them  to  explain  to  the 
Native  Chiefs,  or  Governors,  that  the  object  of  the  Company, 
in  landing  the  troops  on  this  island,  was  to  remove  the  seat  of 
the  Company's  trade  from  Surat  to  a  station,  at  which  they 
coidd  carry  on  tirade  more  profitably  with  their  ports/^) 

By  these  events,  the  projects  of  the  King,  respecting 
Bombay,  and  of  the  Company,  for  bringing  home  investments 
on  the  King's  ships,  failed  -.-—events  which  gave  to  the  Dutch 
the  oppoirtunity  of  embarrassing  every  branch  of  the  Com- 
pany's trade  on  the  Malabar  Coast ;  for  they  had  got  possession 
vol..  II.  S  of 

(l)-^Letter  from. Mr.  Aongier  and  Mr.  Gary  to  the  Presidency  of  Sarat^  dated  Goa^ 
27th  October  1662. 

(2)  —Letter  from  the  President  and  Conncil  of  Sarat  to  Captain  Richard  Mynori^  6th 
December  16^.—  Letter  from  the  President  and  Cooncil  of  Sarat  to  the  Factors  at 
Carwar  and  Porcat,  6th  December  1662. 
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CHAPjii.   of  Cochin  and  Cwmanore^  and^  in  fact,  excluded  the  English 
.166:i-63,  frQm  every  port,  except  Carwar,  at  which,  also,  they  vmre 

establishing  a  factory/^) 
Trade  od  the  The  Conipany's  affairs  at  Foso^  St.  GiB^KOE  remained 

Coromandei 

Coast  imped-  nearly  in  .th«  same  situaticw,  in  which  they  were  desmbed  ia 

edg  by  the 

war  ia  the     the  season  16$0-61,  that  is,  with  the.  fonds  they  had  receiyed, 

Carnaiic. 

bull  embarrassed  in  the  application  of  them,  both  in  their  sales 
and  in  their  pisrchases,  by  the  wars  in  the  C^niatic  between 
the  Country  Powers ;  and  therefore  directed  their  eiK>rts,  oo 
the  one  hand,  to  improire  the  trade  between  the  Coromandel 
Coast  and  Bengal,  and,  on  the  other,  to  revive  the  trade 
between  the  Coast  and  Bantam,  till  the  arrival  of  Sir  Edward 
Winter,  ia  September  1662. 
Proceedings  -^  the  home  transactions  of  last  season,  the  powers  with 


wardV'iSter  which  Sir  Edward  Winter  was  vested,  under  the  Charter  of 
aTport^st.^^  Charles  U.,  have  been  explained.  On  entering  on  his  duties, 
^'  h;&  ioiindf,  that  the  Con^aiiy%  servants,  over  whom  he 
had  been  appointed,  had  been  much  reduced  in  number^ 
by  m4»tality  ^  and^  tfaerefinre,  cme  of  his,  first:  demands  was 
for  persons,  propedy  ^paUfied^  to  fill  up  his  Gomici},  andto 
he  A^ea^  at  the  Out'^&ctories,  as,  from  his.  present  situation,, 
ioipoint  of  assistance,  it  was  necessary  to  withdraw  the  Agracies 
l&om  Verasheroon  and  Pettipolee :  at  a  time  when  his  efforts 
were  required,  if  possible,  to  restore  the  trade  at  Masulijpatam 
and  MadapoUapi. 

(])— General  Letter  from  the  PreiideDt  and  CouncH  of  S^mt  to  the  Court,  6th, 
April  1663, 
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On  revkwing  the  ttate  of  the  Compimy's  alfeit^  on  the  ^,[^^^^- 
Coasty  it  was,  on  ccmsultationy  resolved  to  recommend  to  the  1662-63. 
Court,  to  furnish  their  Factors  at  Fwt  St.  George  with,  wh&t 
Sir  Edward  Winter  termed,  tk  Double  Stdck,  that  li,  not  orAf 
with  funds  sufficient  to  purchase  the  investment  for  the  seAsbn, 
but  with  funds  sufficient  to  procure  goods,  to  be  ready,  oii 
the  arrival  of  the  ships  in  the  subsequent  y6^:-'-H3uch  a 
rtsouroe  would  enable  him  to  purch&se  Codist  ddthl^,  ahd  other 
Coromandd  goods,  at  the  periods  When  such  purchases  could 
be  made  at  low  tdtes,  and,  therefoxigy  With  most  advantage 
to  the  Company. 

As  Bbi^gal  had  been  made  sUboMinate  to  the  Agent  and  His  instmc- 

"  tioas  to  toe 

CouncU  at  Fort  St.  George,  Sir  fidward  Winter  had  dispatched  ^^t^  ^°^ 
an  Ageilt  to  HUghly,  to  endeavour  to  ddjUst  the  unhappy  dis-  >^i"«^  ^^? 
pute  which  had  wisen,  between  the  former  factors  at  that  sta-  Jf^^j^^* 
tbn  and  Meer^Jttmlah,  on  the  subject  of  the  junk  which  had  J*££^^ 
been  seized,  ai^  ah  expedient  for  recovering  the  debts  due  to  J°JJJ^™' 
die  Company : — ^this  Agent  was  directed  to  fix  branches  of  the 
Company's  trade  at  BttllajiOre  and  Cossimbuzar,  and  Instrucited, 
with  fhe  stoek  committed  to  hi6  management,  to  provide  taffit- 
ties,  raw-s3k,  and  saltpetre,  to  be  ikent  round  to  Madras,  as  a 
necessary  addition  to  the  investment  for  Europe,  and  to  take 
in  Coast  goods,  to  make  up  his  assortment  from  Madras.<^> 

S  2  tt 

.  (I)— Letter  from  Sir 'Edward  Winter  to  the  Depoty  Governor  of  thb  Bait-India 
Company,    2d  Jannary   l663*^. Fort  St^  6eor]ge  Consultations,  2(3th  Februaiy 


Digitized  by 


Google 


ANNALS,  OF  THE   HONORABLE 

It  might  have  been  expected,  from  the  treaty  in  Europe, 

1662-63.  between  the  King  and  the  States  General,  and  the  commission 

the  Dutch  to  of  the  States  to  the  Governor  General  of  Batavia,  and  the  Go- 
cede  the  Is-      * 
land  of  Poia-  vcmor  of  Banda,   and  from  the  powers  with  which  the  Agent 

rooDy  and  dif-  '  * 

ficuityofpro-  and  Council  at  Bantam  bad  been  vested,  under  authority  from 

coring  an  in- 
vestment at     the  King,  that  the  Island  of  Polaroon  would  have  been  ceded, 
Bantam.  .     ^ 

as  soon  as  these  full  powers  should  have  been  produced ;  but, 

SO  far  from  this  being  the  case,  the  Dutch.  Governor  at  Pola- 
roon refused  to  deliver  up  the  Island,  till  he  should  receive 
instructions  from  the  Governor  of  Banda,  to  which  he  was  more 
immediately  subordinate : — ^When  application  was  made  to  the 
Governor  of  Banda,  and  the  same  orders  produced  to  him,  he, 
in  like  manner,  refrised  to  deliver  the  place,  till  he  should  re* 
ceive  instructions  from  the  Governor  General  of  Batavia  :t— 
these  evasions  the  Agent  and  Council  at  Bantam  endeavoured 
to  counteract,   by  remonstrances,  and  by  a  resolution  to  send 
home  to  the  Court,  for  the  information  of  the  King,  this  gla-* 
ring  breach  of  treaty  j  but,  instead  of  receiving  satisfaction, 
he  was  informed,  that  the  private  orders  from  Europe,  to  the 
Governor  General  of  Batavia,  were  to  postpone  the  delivery  of 
the  Island  of  Polaroon  to  the  English,  whatever  public  orders 
they  might  produce  to  that  effect. 

Under  such  oppressions,  and  with  reference  to  the  great 
force  which  the  Dutch  possessed,  by  having  troops  at  Batavia, 
sufficient  to  control  the  Native  Powers  to  an  observance  of  their 
monopoly  of  the  pepper  tr&de,   and  with  reference  to  their 

naval 
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naval  power,  which  had  excluded  the  English,  both  from  the  CHAP.  ii> 
Bandas  and  Moluccas,  and  to  the  very  inferior  force,  of  either  1662-63^  1 

description,  which  the  English  possessed,  the  Agency  of  Bantam 
were  reduced  to  great  distress,  for  they  had  no  means  of  obtain- 
ing any  quantity  of  pepper,  or  the  finer  spices,  for  an  invest- 
ment, or  of  procuring  Malabar  or  Coromandel  goods,  required  to 
revive  the  southern  markets;  besides,  under  the  pretext  of  the 
cargoes  of  the  English  ships  including  Portuguese  property,  the 
Dutch  had  seized  and  pUlaged  those  ships  :  oppressions  which 
would  explain  the  reason  of  the  small  investment  which  the 
Agency  of  Bantam  could  this  season  procure,  either  for  the 
Company's,  or  for  the  King's  ships,  which  had  arrived  at 
Bantam  to  receive  them/^) 

(1)— Letter  from  the  Agent  aod  Council  of  Bantam  to  the  Courts  30th  September 
l062,  and  25th  May  i6(S3.<^— ^  Letter  from  the  Agent  and  Council  of  Bantam  to  the 
Preaident  and  Council  of  Sunt,  18th  August  1063. 
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1663-64. 


CHAP.  II.  The  transactions  of  tbe  London  East-India  Company,  in 

1663-  64.  this  season,  continued  to  be  mixed  with  those  of  the  State ;  and 
stranceoftbe  the  events,  in  which  die  Court  and  the  King^s  ministers  were 
Portugueae     coDcemedpl^eeoiiie  necessary  prdiminaiies  to  the  ftiU  under- 

Amliassador^  ^    '^ 

on  the  con-    Standing  of  the  instructions,  which  the  Court  of  Committees 

ductof  the  ^  7         .  «  . 

Viceroy  of    sent  to  thdr  foreign  Presidencies  and  Factones. 

Goa,  in  re*  .  ^ 

fusing  the  In  the  foreign  transactions  of  the  preceding  year,  it  was 

cession  of  ®  i  r  -o  J        ' 

Bombay  and  mentioned,  that  on  the  refused  of  the  Pbrtuguese  Gorernor  of 

itsdependen-  '      ^  .  ^^ 

^>^-  Bombay  and  the  Viceroy  pf  Goa»  to  deliver  up  Bombay  and  its 

dependencies  to  the  Earl  of  Marlborough  and  Sir  Abraham^ 
Shipman^  and  on  finding  it  impracticable  to  land  the  troops, 
for  refreshment^  at  Surat,  which  would  have  excited  the  jea* 
lousy,  if  not  the  direct  opposition  of  the  Mogul  Grovernor,  the 
Earl  of  Marlborough  set  sail  with  the  King's  ships  for  Eng- 
land, with  the  exception  of  the  Leopard  frigate.  On  his  arri- 
val, the  Governor  and  Committees  of  the  London  East-India 
Company  waited  on  him,  to  express  their  acknowledgements, 
for  the  care  which  he  had  taken  of  their  shipping,  on  the  out- 
ward voyage,  and  for  the  support  which  he  had  aflforded  to  Sir 
George  Oxinden,  on  his  assuming  the  administration  of  the 
Presidency  of  Surat ;  and,  particularly,  for  his  protection  to 

their 
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their  shipping  in  that  qaarter  of  India^  against  the  aggressions  S^^:Jf 
of  the  Dutch.  1663-64. 

The  King^  on  receiving  information  of  the  proceedings., 
of  the  Portuguese,  at  Bombay  and  Goa,  in  refusing  to  cede 
the  Island^  conformably  to  treaty^  ordered  a  memorial  to  be 
presented,  in  July  1663,  to  Don  Francisco  Rebello,  the  Por- 
tuguese Ambassador  in  London,  stating,  that  His  Majesty 
demanded  justice  from  the  Court  of  PDrtugal,  on  the  Viceroy 
of  Goa,  who  had,  in  defiance  of  the  treaty,  and  of  the 
instructions  which  he  had  received,  refused  to  surrender  the 
Island  and  its  dependencies,  and  to  be  refunded  the  charges, 
incurred,  amounting  to  ^100,000,  in  fitting  out  the  arma- 
ment,  and  detaining  it  in  India  : — ^the  King  further  rec^uired, 
that  orders  should  be  immediately  sent  to  the  Viceroy  of  Goa,. 
not  only  to  cede  the  Island  of  Bombay,  but  its  dependencies,, 
the  Islands  of  Salsette  and  Tanuah,  to  the  King's  forces^ 
which  had  been  detained  in  India,  for  that  express  service. 
This  memorial,  however,  does  not  appear  to  have  produced 
any  eflect,  but  only  evasive  explanations,  that,  by  the  treaty, 
the  Island  of  Bombay  wai?  intended  to  be  ceded,  but  not  its^ 
dependencies : — ^in  answer,  it  was  insisted,  that  the  Island,  and 
its  dependencies^  were  ccwnprehended  inr  the  treaty,  because 
Bombay,  alone,  would,  in  a  commercial  view,  neither  give  to 
the  English,  in  the  East-Indies,  a  station  that  would  enlarge 
their  trade,  nor,  in  a  political  view,  add  to  the  naval  influence 
of  England,  or  enable  ihe  two  Crowns  to  fidfil  the  secret  artii' 

cle 
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CHAP.IL    cle  of  the  treaty,  for  counterbalancing  the  commercial  aixl 
1663-64.  nayal  superiority  of  the  Dutch  in  the  East-Indies/') 
Remon-  When  the  Earl  of  Marlborough  sailed  from  the  Malabar 

ttrance  to  the 

States  Gene-  Coast,  with  the  King's  fleet,  for  England,  he  had  consented 

ral,  on  the  ^  ^ 

Leopard  Fri-  to  leave  the  Leopard  frigate  at  Surat,  to  take  in  part  of  the 
obstnictcd/m  Company's  investment,  and  to  proceed  to  Porcat,  under  the 

procuring  an  *       •'  * 

investment  of  jjea,  that  the  Dutch  would  be  less  disposed  to  resist  a  King's 
Porcat.  slnpy  than  they  would  to  obstruct  a  vessel  belon^ng  to  the 

Company  : — It  would  appear  that,  at  this  time,  the  Dutch  had 
so  far  succeeded  in  their  war  against  the  Rajah  of  that  place,  as 
to  have  got  possession  of  the  port,  and  that  they  had  prevented 
the  Leopard  from  taking  in  the  Company's  investment  which 
had  been  provided  at  that  place ;  upon  which  the  Leopard  had 
returned  to  Surat : — this  breach  of  the  subsisting  treaty, 
between  the  King  and  the  States  General,  produced  a  remon- 
strance from  Sir  George  Downing,  the  King's  Ambassador  at 
the  Hague,  in  substance,  that,  admitting  the  Dutch  to  have 
acquired  possession  of  Porcat,  or  having  it  ceded  to  them  by 
the  Rajah,  they  had  no  right  to  interfere  with  the  English 
Factory  in  its  trade,  or  to  prevent  the  putting  the  investment, 
which  had  been  prepared  for  Europe,  on  board  the  ship.  In  the 
conferences  of  the  Ambassador  with  the  Pensionary  De  Witt,' 
the  States  General  and  the  Dutch  Directors  were  so  much 

assimilated, 

(1)— Letter  from  the  Court  to  the  resident  and  Cbuncilof  Surat^  10th  August 
1663^...^  Hittorical  Account  of  Bombay,  pages  9,  10^  in  ivbich  copiea  of  the  Memo^ 
rals  and  Answers  are  printed. 
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assimilated,  that  they  took  a  cdmmon  part,  in  their  endeavours  ^hap.jjI. 
to  evade  granting  that  redress,  of  which,  in  this  case,  1663 -64. 
they  admitted  the  justice,  which  proves  the  necessity  under 
whi<^  the  Court  of  Directors  were  placed,  to  give  to  Sir 
Greorge  Oxinden  instructions  to  act  with  such  caution  towards^ 
the  Dutch,  as  would  prevent  their  having  opportunities  to 
bear  down,  either  by  violence  or  evasion,  the  Company's 
trade.W 

Under  these  drcuitistances,  the  Company  presented  a 
petition  to  the  King,  praying  that  His  Majesty  woidd  be 
pleSased  to  obtain  wders  from  the  Stftft^s  General  to  the  Gover- 
nor General  of  Batavia,  requiriBg  him  to  prevent,  in  ftiture, 
the  Dutch  fleets  from  any  farther  aggressions  on  the  English 
trade  and  settlements. 

Another    s6uf  ce    of  the  instructions  of  the  Court,   to  Aiann  of  the 

Compaoy^  at 

their  foreigtt  settlements,  Av^s,   the   information  which  they  ihe  equip- 
ment of  a 
had  received,  that  the  French  were  fitting  out  eight  armed  French  squa- 

dron  for  the 

vessels,  intended  to  proceed  to  the  East-Indies^  under  the  East-Indies. 
command  of  Hubert  Hugo,  whom  the  Court  described  to  be 
a  Dutch  pirate.  Without  presuming  to  know  the  object  of 
thSs  armament,  the  Directors,  from  its  magnitude,  and  from 
the  character  of  the"  commander,  deemed  it  prudent  to 
VOL.  II.      ,  T  send 

(1) — Copy  of  Letter  from  Sir  George  Downing,  the  British  Ambassador  at  the 
Hague^  to  the  East-India  Company,  relative  to  his  conferences  with  the  Pensionary  De 
Witt^  and  the  Directors  of  the  Dutch  East-India  Company,  18th  March  1663-64,  (East*- 
India  Papers  in  the  State  Paper  Office,  Ko.  225  B.) 
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CHAPJEL   send  orders  to  their  foreign  IVesidencies^   that  the  hcMne^ 
1663*64.  ward  ships  should  sail  as  a  fleets  and  be  prepared  to  defend 

themselves  against  any  enemy.<^> 
ihstractions  The    particular    instructions  to    Sir   George  Oxinden. 

toSirGeoi^e  ^        ^ 

Ozinden,  for  respectinfi^  the  trade  at   Surat  and  on  the  Malabar  C!oast, 

the  trade  on  . 

the  Malabar    enjoined,  that  the  sales  of  English  produce  should  be  effected/ 
Persia.  at  as  low  rates  as  possible,  to  bear  down  the  Private  Traders, 

and  the  investment  collected,  partly  at  Surat,  and  partly 
on  the  Malabar  Coast ;  that,  though  it  would  be  expedient 
to  keep  up  the  Company's  right  to  the  moiely  of  the  cus- 
toms at  Gombroon,  the  other  Factories  in  Persia  ought  to  be  • 
withdrawn,  and  two  or  three  persons  only  left  at  Gombroop, 
to  wait  opportunities  for  the  trade  renewing,  and  allowed 
five  per  cent,  on  such  customs  as  they  might  recover,  to  defray 
all  expences ;  Imt  if  this  plan  should  not  be  practicable,  the 
President  was  annually  to  send  an  Agent  from  Surat  to 
Gombroon,  to  demand,  and  to  receive,  the  money  due  to  the 
Company  on  that  account/^) 
Orders  to  Sir  The  Court,  not  haviufif  heard  of  the  measures  which  Sir 

Edward  ^  ° 

Winter,  to    Edward  Winter  had  adopted  at  Fort  St.  Georos,  under  the 

strengthen  .... 

the  garrison    instructions  whlch  he  had  received  in  the  preceding  season, 

of  Fort  St.  ^  ^  ' 

Geor^,  and  after  repeating  the  information  which  they  had  conveyed  to 
trade  t^       Surat,  ou  the  subjects  of  the  n^otiation  between  the  King 

drasandBan-  ^nd 

tarn. 

(1)— Letter  from  the  Court  to  the  Agent  and  Council  at  Fort  St.  Greoige,  gth  and 
17th  March  16^-64. 

(2)«*Letter  from  the  Court  to  the  President  and  Council  of  Surat>  lOtb  August  iSfia* 
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and  the  States  General,  and  the  alarm  which  the  large  arma-    ?^^'3' 

ment  preparing  in  France  had  occasioned,  directed  this  Agent  1663-64.. 

and  his  Council  to  put  the  Fort  in  the  best  state  of  defence, 

and  to  reduce  the  Factory  at  Masulipatam  to  a  temporary 

Agency  : — as  the  conduct  of  the  Portuguese  soldiers  had  been 

treacherous,  and  no  confidence  could  be  placed  in  them,  on 

the  arrival  of  the  diirty  English  recruits  embarked  on  the 

ships   for  Fort  St  George,  the  Portuguese  at  that  station 

were  to  be    discharged.      The  trade  between  Madras  and 

Bantam,  notwithstanding  the  obstructions  of  the  Dutch,  was  to 

be  revived,  from  the  expectation  that  profits  might  arise,  from 

the  sale  of  Coast  goods,  which  would  facilitate  tiie  investment 

in  pepper  and  the  finer  spices.    Hie  Bengal  produce  having 

answered  in  England,  one-fourth  of  the  ifunds  sent  to  Fort 

St.  George  was  to  be  appropriated  to  the  trade  at  Hughly ; 

but,   to  redtice  tbe  chacges,  the!  Faetorim  at  P^tna,  Cosmai'* 

buzar,    and   BaUasore,    were   to    be  discontinued,   and  all 

sales  and  purchases,,  on    the  Company^s^  account,  made  at 

Hughly.  0> 

Similar  information  with  that  given  to  Surat  and  Fort  Mr.  Quariet^ 

Browne  ap« 

St.  Georee,.  respecting    the    Company's  aflairs  in  Europe,  poiotedAgeot 

*        atBaatam, 

was  communicated^  to  the  Agent  and  Council  at  BantaMi.  >°^  directed 

to  take  pos- 

The  proceedings  of  Agent  Hunter,  at  that  station,  in  retiring  ^'<>»  ^^ 
fipom  Prfaioon,  without  making  a  spirited  effort  to  get  pos-  ^^  «ncrea«e 

T  2  session  ^«^^- 

{I) — ^Letter  from  the  Court  to  the  Agent  and  Council  at  Eort  St.  George^    lOth. 
l>eceinber  L663. 
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CHAP.  n.  session  of  it,  when  the  crew  of  his  vessel  wa»  superior  in 
1663-64.  Dumbers  to  the  small  Dutch  garrison^  was  considered,  by  the 
Court  to  be  so  improper,  that  they  recalled  failh ;  as  they  W^rp 
of  opinion,  from  a  conversation  with  the  Ihitch  Ambassador 
at  London,  that  he  had  been  bribed  by  the  Dutch,  attd 
that  he  had  been  guilty  of  a  fareadb  of  trust.  Mr.  Quarles 
Browne  was  appointed  to  succeed  him  :t— die  instructionfi  to 
Mr.  Browne  were,  to  take  decisive  measures  to  get  pcissesfiiln 
of  the  Island,  and  not  to  be .  prevented  fix>m  asserting  the 
Company's  right  to  it,  by  any  Dutch  force  itrhich  it  might 
be  within  his  power  to  subdue.  The  more  oB^tually  to  u^^ 
cure  Polaroon,  Major  Erancis  WiUoi^hhy  was  appoieAed  t^ 
be  Lieutenant,  or  Governor,  of  the  Island,  at  a  salary  of 
^50  per  annum,  for  five  yews : — he  was  furnished  with  a 
plan,  for  erecting  a  fortification  for  the  dofenoe  of  ^the  plae^^ 
and  was  to  receive  all  his  orders  fiom  Jkgedt  Browne  and  ^he 
Council  at  Bantam. 

It  being  of  the  utmost  ccniseqiKxice  to  the  East-India 
Company,  to  revive  the  trade  at  Bantam,  the  Court  signified 
their  intention  to  send  shipping  sufficient  to  bring  home  two 
thousand  tons  of  pepper,  annually,  irom  this  port,  and  frcpoi 
Jambee,  and  such  proportions  of  the .  finer  spices,  as  could  be 
procured  from  Maccassar : — the  q>ices,  however,  to  be  sent  to 
Bantam  regulariy,  as  they  were  obtained,  to  make  part  of  the 
investment  from  that  place : — ^as  soon  as  this  tonnage  could  be 
filled  up,  it  was  the  intention  of  the  Court  to  increase  it ;  and 

they 
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they  recommended  to  Agent  Browne,  if  he  should  find  k  S!^^l3* 
practicable,  to  open  a  trade  with  Siam  and  Japan.  <*>  1663-64. 


While  the   King's  troops,  which  had  proceeded  to  India  ^*5S*^^^ 
under  the   command  of  Sir  Abraham  Shipman,  were  cooped  ^^  ^^^^ 
up  in  the  Island  of  Angedirah,  and  the  Portuguese  continued  Ihjpti^S 
to  refuse  to  this  officer  compliance  with   the   stipulations  in  fh^KSgr*'' 
the  treaty  between  the  two  Crowns  in  Europe,  the  affairs  of  the  ^^l^^^^  ^ 
London  East-India  Company,  at  Sueat,    were    necessarily  ^^Companf. 
blended  with  those  of  the  commander  of  the  King's  troops,  it 
being  not  only  the  duty  of  Sir  George  Oxinden  to  assist  them, 
but  a  compliance  with  the  instructions  of  the  Court  of  Com- 
mittees ;  and  yet,  in  the  discharge  of  those  duties,  Sir  George 
Oxinden  was  under  restraints,  from  the  necessity  under  which 
he  was  placed,  to  avoid  exciting  jealousy,  or  incurring  danger 
to  the  Factory  at  Surat,  or  the  stations  depending  on  it,  from 
the  resentment  of  the  Mogul,  or  of  any  of  the  Native  Chiefs. 
*  The  King's  troops  on  the  Island  of  Angedivah,  from  the 
want  of  accommodation,    and  of  the  necessary  supplies   of 
provisions,  had  been  so  reduced  by  sickness,  that  their  num<- 
bers  and  capacity  of  service  were  daily  diminishing: — ^these 

events 

(1)— Letters  from  the  Court  to  the  Agent  and  Council  at  Bantam,  30th  June  J  663 
and  29th  February  1663-64.—  Commission  and  Instructions  from  the  Court  to  Mr, 
Browne  and  Major  Willoughby,  1st  July  l663. 
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<^HAFUi.   events  induced  Sir  Abraham  Shipman  to  make  a  proposition 

1663-64.  to  Sir  George  Oxinden  and  the  Comicil  of  Surat^  to  cede  the 

rights  to  Bombay  to  the  Company,   if  the  Viceroy. of  Groa 

could  be  brought  to  assent  to  this  arrangement. 

Thisofi'erre-  On  Consultation,  it  was  resolved  by  the  President  and 

fused^  Sir 

GeorgeOxin-  Council  to  reject  this  offer,  from  its  being  doubtful,  whether, 

deu  oot  ha« 

ving  autho-    without  fxesh  instructions  from  Portugal,    the  Viceroy  could 

rity  from  the 

Ktog  or  the  consent :     and    because   the    Presidency    had    not   a  force 

.Compao3r   to 

accept  it.  which  could  occupy  or  protect  the  Island ;  and,  besides,  the 
cession  of  the  light  to  the  Company,  could  be  made  by  the 
King  only  :^ — these  reasons  Sir  George  Oxinden  stated  to 
Sir  Abraham  Shipman,  to  prevent  him,  under  the  distressed 
circumstances  in  which  he,  and  the  troops,  were  placed,  from 
disponing  of  the  right  to  any  other  power;  and  to  preclude 
the  Company^  from  being  involved  in  so  perilous  a  question, 
as  the  propriety  of  accepting  the  Island  from  any  source, 
but  from  the  King. 

The  prudence  of  this  resolution  (though  it  lefl  Sir  Abra- 
ham Shipman  and  the  King's  troops  in  a  perishing  state)  was 
confirmed,  by  the  Actual  circumstances  of  the  President  and 
Council  at  Surat*  The  Mogul  Grovemor  of  this  port  had 
persevered  in  drawing  frequent  small  sums  from  the  Fac- 
tory, for  permission  to  carry  on  their  sales  and  purchases; 
and  the  only  restraint  on  his  exactions,  from  the  English 
and    fyom    the   Dutch,,    was,  the    superior  naval  power   of 

both^ 
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both,  which  the  President  emphatically  describes  to  be  ^^  the  S.^^J'Jf* 
"  only  hold  which  they  had  to  defend  them."  0>  1663-64. 

With  the  object  of  bringing  before  the  Court  the  com-  2*saSlt^and 
mercial  situation  of  this  Presidency  and  its  dependencies,  on  ^^  ^^- 
the  Malabar  C!oast,  Sir  George  Oxinden  explained,  that  it 
would  be  expedient  to  send,  on  the  next  ships,  a  proportion 
of  lead,  copper,  quicksilver,  coral,  and  English  broad«cloths, 
to  keep  open  the  purchases  in  the  interior,  and,  if  possible, 
sales  and  purchases  in  Persia ; — that  the  order  of  the  Court, 
to  withdraw  the  Factory  from  Ahmedabad,  might  easily  be 
obeyed,  because,  as  common  merchants,  they  might  hare  sent 
Agents  to  that  city  j  but,  by  relinquishing  the  Factory,  they 
might  lose  the  right  to  resettle  it; — ^that  withdrawing  the 
Agency  from  Agra  would  preclude  them  from  the  purchase  of 
bafitaes,  mercolees,  or  derebauds,  portions  of  which,  with 
drugs,  cotton-yam,  and  callicoes,  were  required  for  the  Eul- 
rope  investment,  and  were  essential  in  any  experiment  to  re« 
<^n  the  trade  with  Persia; — ^that  the  proportion  o{  the  in- 
v^tment  from  the  Malabar  Coast,  or  pepper,  cardamoms.  Sec. 
had,  in  this  season,  been  with  difficulty  obtained  at  Porcat 
and  Batticolo ; — ^fbr,  at  Carwar,  purchases  had  been  impracti- 
cable,  from  the  civil  wars  between  the  Rajahs  and  Princes ; 
though,  on  this  Coast,  the  sale  of  lead  and  broad-ctoths  had 
continued,    and  pepper,    cardamoms,   and  dungarees,   been 

procured 

(])— Letters  from  Che  President  and  CSonncil  of  Sanit  to  the  Courts  I4th  Noretober 
1663,  and  28th  January  1663-64. 
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ORAV.itj    procured  in  exdbange;  and  that  the  ships^  as  they  arrived, 
Jl663-64.   had  been  dispatched,  to  take  in  these  assortments.  <*) 

As  the  Dutch  power  extended  over  almost  every  port  on 
the  Malabar  Coast,  Sir  George  -  Oxinden,  at  this  juncture, 
listened  to  an  offer  made  by  the  Government  of  Acheen,  to 
grant  to  the  Company  the  whole  of  the  ti*ade  of  that  port, 
provided  the  English  Would  undertake  to  defend  it  against 
the  Dutch  ; — ^this  offer  was  referred  to  the  Court,  the  Presi- 
dency not  having  the  force  this  protection  required ;  but  after 
stating  to  them  the  value  of  the  trade  which  might  be  esta- 
blished between  Sumatra  and  Surat,  desired  instracticixos  on 
the  subject. 
Sarat  attack-  These  coOimercial  arrangements  were  unexpectedly  inter- 

ed  and  pil-  ,     .      t 

laged  by  Se-  rupted,  m  January  1663-64,  by  a  sudden  attack  on  Surat,  bv 

vagee^  and  '      ^ 

the  Com-       Sevagee's  army,  commanded  by  this  chief,  in  persmi.     On  his 

pany's  Fac-  * 

tory  defended  approach,  the' Govemor  shut  himself  Up  in  the  castle    wbik^ 

by  Sir  George  ^  ^       m  rc^ 

Oxindcn.  the  inhabitants  fled,  either  in  boats,  or  into  the  adjoining 
country  :— in  this  emergency.  Sir  George  Oxinden,  and  the* 
Company's  servants,  shut  themselves  up  in  the  Factory,  with 
their  property,  which  they  estimated  at  ^80,000,  and,  after 
fortifying  it,  called  in  the  ships'  crews  for  its  defence :— when 
attacked,  they  made  a  brave  and  obstinate  resistance,  and  this 
opposition  not  only  preserved  the  Factory,  but  the  town,  from 
destruction: — Sevagee,  however,  carried  otf  an  in>mense 
booty.  On 

(1)— letter  from  the  President  and  Council  of  Surat  to  the  Court,  28ih  January 
1663-64. 
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On  the  arrival  of  the  Mogul  army,  Sir  George  Oxinden    chap.  ii. 
received  the   thanks  of  the  commander,  for  his  fideUty  to  1663-64. 
the  Mogul,    and  an  extension  of  the  privileges  of  trade  to  granted  by 
the  English,  with  an  exemption  from  the  payment  of  customs  to  the  Eng- 

^  lish  at  Surat^ 

lor  one  year.  for  their  con- 

^  duct  on  this 

Soon  after  this  event,  Surat  was  again  menaced  with  occasioa 
the  approach  of  Sevagee's  army : — Sir  George  Oxinden  seized 
this  opportunity,  while  the  Mogul's  officers  were  again  look- 
ing for  the  assistance  of  the  English,  to  send  Mr.  Goodier, 
and  two  other  of  the  Company's  principal  servants,  to 
Broach,  to  solicit  from  the  King's  uncle,  Mahabut  Cawn,  at 
this  time  Governor  of  the  Guzzerat,  the  farther  confirmation 
of  the  Company's  privileges,  and  received  aPerwanna  from  the 
Mogul,  granting  to  the  English  the  whole  of  the  customs  of 
Surat,  for  one  yiear,  and  an  abatement  of  one  per  cent,  on  the 
rate  which  they  were  subsequently  to  pay  at  Surat.('> 

The  Company's  trade  in  Persia  continued  to  decline,  the  Trade  in  Per- 
sia on  the  de- 
Aficent  at  Gombroon  havins:  represented  to  the  President  and  dine,  from 

°        ^  or  ^  the  ancient 

Council  of  Surat,  that  the  grants  from  Ispahan,  the  acquiring  grants  being 


of  which  had  cost  so  much  money,  were  now  attended  with  ^7  t^5  P«^ 

^  sian  officers^ 

no  beneficial  consequences ;  but  whether  this  proceeded  from 
secret  orders  sent  to  Grombroon,  to  disregard  them,  or  from 
the  naval  force  of  the  Dutch^  and  the  large  imports  by  them 

VOL.  II.  U  of 

(1)— Letter  from  the  Prettdent  and  Coonctl  of  Sanit  to  the  Courts  28(h  Janaaiy 
1663-64.— —  Ferwanna  from  Aurangzebe,  granting  rtmisiion  of  costoms^  &c.  to  the 
English  at  Surat,  1663-04. 
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CHAP.  II.  of  copper,  tin,  spices,  &c.  the  English  character  had  sunk 
1663-64.  in  the  estimation  of  the  Persians,  and  the  President  had  not 
power  to  enforce  the  observance  of  treaties  ; — ^that,  in  the 
opinion,  both  of  the  Agent  at  Grombroon,  and  of  the  Presi- 
dency, it  was  in  vain  to  seek  grants,  without  power  sufficient 
to  command  the  observance  of  them  ;  and  therefore,  they 
had  been  obliged  to  recur  to  the  expedient  of  sending  country 
vessels,  with  small  assortments,  to  be  disposed  of  at  Grom- 
broon, and  to  return  with  Persian  produce  to  Surat  ;  a 
measure  intended  rather  to  keep  up  the  right  to  the  moiety  of 
the  customs,  than  calculated  to  affi>rd  any  profitable  result/^) 
Trade  on  the  Sir  Edward  Winter,  in  the  preceding  season,  had,  under 

Coromandel 

Coast  preca-   his  instructions,  adopted  such  temporary  measures  at  Fort 

rious,  from 

the  opposi-     St.  George,  as,  with  the  limited  fiinds  which  he  then  posses- 

tionofthe  '  ^  '^ 

Dutch.  sed,   appeared  to  him  requisite  for  reviving  the  Company's 

trade  on  the  Coast  of  Coromandel,  and  carrying  it  eastwards 
to  Bantam,  and  had  sent  an  Agent  to  Bengal,  to  adjust 
the  unhappy  dispute  which  had  occurred,  respecting  the  sei- 
zure of  a  junk.  The  death  of  the  Nabob  in  this  year,  and 
the  uncertainty  respecting  the  person  who  might  succeed  him, 
notwithstanding  the  protection  expected  from  Aurungzebe, 
again  left  the  grants  to  the  Company,  at  Fort  St.  Greorge, 
in  a  precarious  situation ;  and  yet,  it  was  under  these  circum- 
stances, 

( I )— Letters  from  the  Pfesideiit  and  CoiizM:il  of  Surat  to  the  Coart^  14th  NoTember 
1663,  and  28th  Januarj  l(!63-64« 
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stances^  that  we  first  discover  the  intemperate  proceedings  of  chap,  u. 
Sir  Edward  Winter;  who,  after  the  experience  of  the  conse-  1663 -64, 
quences  of  retaliation  on  the  ships   of  the  Native  Powers, 
proposed  to   the  Court    this    same    measure,    to    convince 
them,    that    the    English    were    as    powerful   at    sea,     as 
they,   with   their    armies,    were  on  shore,  and  this,  at  the 
very  time,   when  he  described  the  inefficiency  of  the  treaty 
in  Europe  between  the  King  and  the  States,  to  establish  any 
equality  in  the  trade  of  the  two  nations  in  the  East-Indies, 
and  to  be  calculated  only  to  confirm  the   Dutch  system  of 
reducing  the  English  trade,  and  monopolizing  that  on  the 
Coromandel  and  Malabar  Coasts,    in  the    same  manner   as 
they  had  done  the  trade  at  Java  and  in  the  Spice  Islands  ; 
and  at  the  time,^  also,  when  the  Dutch  had  instigated  the 
ehiefs  at  Porcat,  &c.  to  delay  the  goods  in  their  transit  to 
the  English  Factories,^  that    they  might  be  delivered  in  a. 
damaged  state,  and  might  not  bear  a  comparison  in  Europe 
with  the  Dutch  imports,  or  arrive  in  time  to  meet  the  home 
sales,    or   till  the    Dutch    goods,   of    superior  quality,   had 
glutted  the  market. 

In  this  season,    the  ships  from  England,    and  from  the  Projector 
Coast  of  Africa,   had  arrived  at  Madras,    and  had  brought  Trade, 
the  assortments  of  goods  from  the  former,  for  sale  at  Madras  siam,  with 
and  its  dependencies,  and  gold  from  the  latter,  which  was  esti-  qu'm/ami 

Cbioa, 

mated  at  ^^92,300  :  funds  which,  but  for  the  convulsed  state 
of  the  country,  from  the  death  of  the  Nabob,  already  referred 

U  2  to. 
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CHAP.  11.  to,  would  have  been  adequate  to  the  restoration  of  the  Coro- 
1663-64.  mandel  trade^  as  well  as  to  the  extension  of  that  in  Bengal ; 
but  which,  from  the  state  of  the  markets  at  Masulipatam, 
Madapollam,  &c.,  could  not  be  employed  on  the  Coast,  and, 
therefOTe,  led  to  the  project  of  employing  a  proportion  of 
them  in  establishing  a  trade  at  Siam,  at  which  sales  of  Coast 
goods  could  be  eifected  with  profit,  and  returns  had  of  pro- 
duce from  Japan,  Tonquin,  and  China. 

In  regard  to  the  Fort  itself,  the  Agent  and  Council  re- 
quested a  supply  of  arms  for  the  garrison,  and  the  appoint- 
ment of  an  officer  to  command  it/^> 
The  trade  be-  The  Dutch,  this  season,  availing  themselves  of  the  in- 

«am,  the  Co*  efficiency  of  the  treaty    between   the    King  and  the  States 

romandel         ^  ,  i     .  i  ^ 

Coast,  and     General,  to  prevent  theur   encroachments  on   the  trade    at 

the  Southern 

Islands,  ob.    Bantam,  gpt  possession  of  Cranganore  apd  Cochin,   on  the 

strnctedby 

the  Dutch.  Malabar  Coast,  and  prohibited  the  Natives  from  trading 
between  Cochin  and  Cape  Comorin,  without  their  passes, 
by  which  means  they  not  only  excluded  the  trade  between 
Bantam  and  the  Malabar  Coast,  but  the  trade  between  that 
port  and  the  Southern  Islands.<^> 

(l)-^Letter  from  the  Agent  and  Council  at  Fort  St.  George  to  the  Courts  6th  and 
iOth  January  ]  663*64. 

(2)— Itetter  from  the  Agent  and  Council  at  Bantam  to  the  Courts  25th  August  l663; 
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1664-65. 


In  connecting  the  Anpals  of  the  East-India  Company  with  chap.  u. 
the  existing  relations  between  Great-Britain^  and  the  maritime  1664-65. 
powers  of  Europe,  and  with  the  political  and  commercial  cir-  Jiroctions^to 
cwmBtanees  of  the  seats  of  the  Company's  trade  in  the  East**  s^[ie,^^^ 
Indies,  we  have  discovered  the  sources  of  the  measures  which  ^ranceTof 
the  Court  of  Directors  adopted,  for  preserving  their  trade,  and  theDotdi. 
retaining  their  factories,  at  this  juncture,  under  the  shifting 
political  events  of  the  European  and  Asiatic  nations. 

Eaiiy  in  the  season  1664-65,  the  Court  anticipated,  from 
their  applications  to  Government  for  protection,  against  the 
monopolizing  and  violent  projects  of  the  Dutch  in  the  East- 
Indies,  and  from  other  political  circumstances,  more  imme- 
diately within  their  notice,  that  a  Dutch  war  was  approaching : 
— aware  of  the  superiority  of  the  naval  power  and  funds  of  the 
Dutch  in  the  East,  they  had  been  taught,  by  experience,  that 
in  that  distant  quarter,  the  British  comm^cial  interests  were 
more  exposed  to  ha:zard  than  in  Europe ;  and  therefore  they 
instructed  their  President  at  Surat  to  lose  no  time,  in  putting 
the  investment  on  board  their  ships,  and  ordered  the  command- 
ers to  hasten  from  the  Indian  Seas,  and  during  the  whole  of 

their 
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CHAPEL  their  voyage,  to  keep  themselves  prepared  against  the  enemy^ 
1664-  65.  and  to  avoid  touching  at  Dutch  ports.O) 

The  uncertainty  of  a  Dutch  war  continued,  during  the 
subsequent  summer,  from  the  circumstance  of  an  Ambassador 
having  arrived  in  London,  to  accommodate  the  disputes  be- 
tween the  States  and  the  King,  and  from  an  English  envoy 
having  been  sent  to  the  Hague,  to  meet  those  pacific  overtures ; 
but  as  His  Majesty  had  expressed  his  determination  to  obtain 
redress  for  the  grievances  which  his  subjects  (particularly  those 
in  the  East-Indies)  had  experienced,  and  as  the  Court  were^ 
by  no  means,  sanguine  in  their  expectations  of  such  redress^ 
the  great  naval  preparations,  both  in  England  and  in  Holland, 
produced  an  opinion,  that  though  peace  might  be  the  result  of 
negotiation,  war  was  the  more  probable  event : — ^for  this  rea- 
son, the  Court  intimated  their  intentions  to  the  President  of 
Surat,  to  send  out  one  ship  only  to  that  port,  and  directed  him 
to  dispose,  of  the  Compan/s  country  yessds  to  the  best  advan- 
tage ;  not  to  hazard  a  coasting  trade,  and  to  transmit  lists  of 
what  chintzes,  callicoes,  and  Lahore  indigo,  they  expected  to 
be  able  to  ship  for  Europe. 
French  East-  ^^  ^^^   ^*  *^®  crisis,  that  the  Court  discovered   they 

panyfowncd]  ^^^  *^  ™^^*  ^  ucw  European  rival  in  a  French  Company, 
dons  of  the  *^^  equipment  of  the  ships  of  which,  in  the  last  year,  they 
ing^it/^^*^ "  ^^^  conjectured  might  be  intended  for  piratical  purposes ;  but 

it 

(i)— Letter  from  the  Court  to  the  Presidency  of  Surat^  27th  May  1664. 
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it  now  appeared^  that  large  subscriptions  had  been  raised  for  9^^^;^l' 
this  association^  and  a  plan  projected  by  the  French  minister  1664-65. 
for  its  support  : — ^the  Court  therefore  recommended,  that 
much  caution  should  be  observed,  in  transactions  with  these 
new  European  adventurers,  to  prevent  any  political  discussions 
between  the  two  Crowns,  which  might  lead  to  new  embar- 
rassments in  the  prosecution  of  the  English  trade/') 

Events  in  Europe,  during  the  remainder  of  the  year,  gave  PrecautioD« 

-n      1        1         1   tobeobserved 

evidence,  rather  of  an  approachug  war  between  England  and  at  Surat, 

should  a  war 

the  States  General,  than  of  an  adjustment  of  differences ;  for  take  place 

.  witbHolland. 

captures  in  the  European  seas  had  commenced,  and  the  English 
fleet  had  sailed  to  meet  the  Dutch  fleet,  should  it  move 
from  port,  or  should  a  declaration  of  war  take  place :  it  was 
therefore  ordered,  that  the  Presidency  of  Surat  should  call 
in  their  Out-factories,  and  prepai*e  themselves  for  war,  and 
endeavour  to  purchase  investments  for  two  ships,  intended  to 
be  dispatched  from  England,  one  to  Surat,  and  one  to  Fort  St 
Greorge;  and  that  frugality  should  be  observed,  and  care 
taken,  in  providing  investments  for  the  ships  of  the  ensuing 
season/^) 

The  Court  subsequently  informed  this  Presidency,  of  the 
almost  certainty  of  a  Dutch  war,  though  this  opinion  pro- 
ceeded rather  from  the  warlike  preparations  of  the  two  coun- 
tries, than  from  the  actual  commencement   of  hostilities  : — 

hence 

(1)— Letter  from  the  Court  to  the  Pretidency  of  Sorat,  1st  Aagust  1664. 
(2)— Letter  from  the  Court  to  the  Presidency  of  Sorat,  24th  December  1 664. 
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CHAP.n.    hence  it  was  ordered,  that  the  Presidency  should  act  as  if  war 
.1664- 65,  was  inevitable,  narrow  in  the  Factories,  and  place  the  Com- 
pany's funds  at  interest;  but  not  vest  money  in  Indian  produce, 
the  transit  of  which,   to  Europe,  might  be  perilous,  if  not 
ruinous. 
King's  troopg  These  instructions  were  accompanied  with  orders  from  the 

oJdtr^'S  Duke  of  York,  then  Lord  High  Admiral,  to  the  captain  of 
Fort  *^t  '^  *^^  Chesnut  sloop  of  war,  who  was  dispatched  to  bring  off 
^^^^'        the   King's  troops    who  had   survived,    from   the   Island  of 
Angedivah,  and  to  allow  such  of  them,  as  might  be  disposed 
to  go  to  Fort  St.  George,  on  a  country  vessel,  to  be  embodied 
into  the  garrison  of  that  place. 
Equipments  Th^^  state  of  afikirs  in  Europe,  explains  the  limited  equips 

tJhisse^nU-  meuts  of  the  Company,  this  season,  which  consisted  of  two 

ships  only,  with  an  investment  of  ^J6,000,(*> 
Sir   Edward  The  instructions  to  Fort  St.  George  of  which  Mr.  Fox- 

perseded,  and  croft,  was  appointed  Agent,  (the  Court  not  having  approved  of 
appointed      the  measures  of  Sir  Edward  Winter,   and  granted  him  leave 

Agent  at  Fort  x^  x    •       i  •     -i 

St.   George,  to  retum  to  Europe,)  in  the  season  1664-65,  were  similar  to 

with  orders 

to  reduce  the  those  Sent  to  Surat ; — ^they   stated  the  probability  of  a  Dutch 
Out-agencies. 

war  ;  described  the  gross  amount  of  stock  sent  on  two  ships  to 

be  about  5^18,000 ;    desired  that  one  of  them  might  be  as 

speedily  dispatched  to  England  as  possible,    with  the  saltpetre 

and 

(1)— Letter  from  the  Court  to  the  Presidency  of  Surat,  17th  March  1664-65.  *— - 
Warrant  from  the  Duke  of  York  to  the  Commander  of  the  Chesnut  Pink,  dated  15th 
March  1664-65. 
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and  Bengal  goods ;  that  it  might  leave  Indiai .  hefore  the  pew^  ?!i^^' 
of  a  war  could  reach  the  Dutch  aettlemeots^  and  that  the  1664-65. 
captain  should  heep  dear  of  the  enemy's  ports^  and  hold  lii^ 
ship  {dways  ready  for  immediate  action ;  that,  in  the  eyeat 
of  a  sufficient  cargo  not  being  provided  at  the  Fwt,  notice 
should  be  sent  to  Masulipatam^  to  have  the  goods^  there  ready 
to  be  put  on  board,  but  that  no  ship  was  to  be  dispatched 
to  Sumatra  or  Java : — ^should  a  Dutch  war  actually  take  place, 
one  ship  only  would  be  sent  from  England,  in  the  following 
season,  with  a  cargo  not  exceeding  ^15,000 ;  in  the  mean 
time,  the  fort  was  to  be  put  in  a  state  of  defence,  (a  supply 
of  ordnance  and  small  arms  having  been  embarked,  and 
fifteen  recruits  for  die  garrison)  and  the  inhabitants  of 
the  town,  and  such  natives  as  could  be  trusted,  were  to 
be  embodied  :i — ^that  all  the  small  vessels  should  be  sold ;  the 
Out-factories  reduced ;  and  the  Company's  cash  fdaced  at 
interest,  but  with  permission  to  borrow  ^10,000,  to  enable 
them  to  provide  an  investment,  to  be  ready  for  the  s^ip  pf  the 
following  season;  and,  under  the  present  circumstances,  the 
settlement  of  a  Factory  at  Siam  to  be  postponed.  <^) 

The  instructions  to  Bantam,   in  the  season  1864-65,  The  Agent  at 

Bantam  di« 

vary  only  from  those  which  have  been  detailed,  in  so  far  as  rected  not  to 

^         "^  attempt  the 

regarded  the  goods  expected  to  be  ready  at  that  port  (princi-  recovery  of 

Polaroon^  if 

pally  pepper) : — ^the  friendship  of  the  Kings  of  Bantam  and  ^^^^^y 

ceQeci* 

VOL.  n.  X  Jambee 

(1)— Letter  from  the  Cbart  to  the  Agent  and  CooncU  at  Port  St  Gtorge^  31  it 
December  l664. 
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CHAPJir.  Jambee  was  to  be  cultivated,  and  the  ships  were  to  be  dis- 
1664-65.  patched  in  the  shortest  possible  tiine:---4f  the  island  of  Eola-j 
roon  should  not  have  been  ceded,  the  attempt  to  obtain  pos- 
session of  it  was  to  be  postponed ;  but,  if  acquired  by  the 
Presidency  of  Bantam,  every  effort  was  to  be  made  for  its 
defence ; — ^and  no  farther  stock  was  to  be  sent  to  Maccassar, 
or  the  other  dependencies  of  Bantam,  while  the  uncertainty 
of  a  war  continued.  <^> 


The  death  of  While  the  events,   which  have  been  detailed,  were  oc- 

Sir  Abraham 

Shipman  in*  curring  in  Europe,    the  situation  of  the  Company's  foreign 
cretar/,  Mr.  settlements  discover  only  despondency,   from  all  their  mea- 

Cooke,toac.  J  r  Jf 

cept  Bombay  sures  haviufiT  been  checked,  if  not  frustrated,  by  the  supericnr 

on  the  terms  ®  '  y      J  r 

prescribed  by  naval  and  commercial  means  of  the  Dutch,  even  when  they 

the  Porta-  '  ^ 

^viese.  could  not  havc  anticipated  a  war  between  the  two  maritime 

powers  in  Europe. 

The  distressed :.$ituati(Hi  in  which  Sir  Abraham  Shipman 
and  the  King's  troops  were.left^  on  the  Island  of  Angedivah, 
in  the  preceding  seaspii^  after  Sir  George  Oxinden  had,  on 
consultation,  refused  to  aicceptthe  Island  of  Bombay,  on 
the  ground  that  the  Viceroy  of  Goa  had  no^  power  to 
transfer   the  rights  to   the   Island^   from   the  King  to  the 

Company, 

(l)^Leaer  from  the  Court  to  the  A^eot  and  Council  at  Bantam^  2d  September 
1664. 
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Company^  and  from  an  apprebeosiony  th^t  such  a  transaction  9^^'^b 
nugfat  inyolve  the  Company,  at  home^  in  hazardous  po-  1664-65; 
liticaL  discussions  with  the  Crown,  prepares  us  to  look  for 
the  eveirts,  which  attended  the  fate  of  this  unfortunate 
armament,  and  the  effects  which  they  produced  on  the 
Pk^dency  of  Sun^t,  and  on  the  Company's  Factories  on  the 
Malabar  Coast« 

In  the' year  we  are  reviewing,  Sir  Abraham  Shipman, 
and  the  greater  part  of  the  troops,  died,  at  the  Island  of  An- 
gediyah,  from  want  of  provisions  and  accommodation,  and 
from  the  unbetdthiness  of  the  climate : — ^under  these  circum- 
stances, Mr.  Cooke,  who  bad  been  Secretary  to  Sir  Abraham 
Shipman,  to  preaerve  his  own  life,  and  the  lives  of  the  troops 
which  remained,  had  been  compelled  to  accede  to  a  treaty 
with  the  Viceroy  of  Goa,  in  November  1664,  on  such  terms  as 
he  would  grantf.  By; this  convention,  Mr.  Cooke  renounced, 
on  the  part  of  England,  all  pretensions  to  the  dependencies 
on  Bombay  (Salsette,  &c.),  and  accepted  the  cession  of  the 
Island  of  Bdmbay  only,  on  the  same  terms  which  its  governor 
had  proposed,  on  the  arrival  of  the  Earl  of  Marlborough ; 
with  the  additional  article,  that  the  Portuguese,  resident  in 
Bombay,  should  be  exempted  from  the  payment  of  customs, 
and  have  liberty  of  trade  from  Bundera,  and  the  other  creeks  ^ 
of  Salsette.  (« 

X  2  The 

(l)-^Hi8torical  Account  of  Bombay^  page  14. 
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CHAP.ii.  The  events  Whitb  ibliow«d  tUs  agrecnenfc,  affectiagthe 


1664-^5.  remains  of  tlie  armament^  diiscorer,  not  more  thttr  defences- 
Return  of  the  .  ,  .m-.^,  1  l-^.-'ll  1 

Ktfig'8  troops  less  Situation  under  Mr.  Gooke,  thiin  the  dimnugMa  numbers. 

laoded  at 

Bombay,  and  which  actually  left  Angedivah,  and  proceeded  to  Bbmhay. 

estimate  of  . 

their  ex-  Mr.  Gooke,  on  €oncluding  this  a^eement  with  A^  Vice- 

pences.  . 

roy  of  Goa^  made  applicati<m  to  three  of  the  catptdOMS  oif  ^e 
Company's  ships^  then  lying  at  Carwar^  lading  peppbr  for 
Europe^  to  take  on  board  the  King's  troops  ^d'  fiKOrei,  and 
accommodate  them  Tvitfa  a  passage  iVom  Atig^vah  to  Bom- 
bay : — these  ships  being  already  laden,  and  under  orders  ti> 
return  to  Surat,  tlie  eaptains  explain^  to  Mr.  CocisMy  th«t 
they  were  not  at  liberty  to  deviate  from  thdnr  orders,  and  thiri; 
they  trusted  Sir  George  Oxindeta,  to  whom  notification  <of  die 
treaty  had  been  sent,  would  dispatch  slnppii^  fVom  Surat  to 
Angedivah,  for  tins  semce. 

From  an  original  return,  signed  by  Mr.  Cooke,  dat^ 
Angedivah,  3d  December  1664,  it  appears,  th«t  the  Kong's 
troops  which  embarked  in  England,  in  Febniary  and  Mandi 
1661-62,  amounted  to  four  coinpunies,  of  one  hundred  men 
each,  exclusive  of  officers,  aiMl  tiiaC  the  cbttrges  to  terming 
these  troops^  and  their  pay,  from  the  period  of  thenr  embarkatHm 
in  England,  to  the  tune  when  tlieylefl  Angedivah  for  Bombay^ 
amounted  to  ^13,166.  If^.  Iid>  tiikd  that^  4^y  ewtiaHaes,  du>^ 
ring  this  period,  they  were  reduced  to  one  hundred  ancl  ^nee 
privates. 

By  direction  of  Sir  George  Oxinden,  on  the  arrival  of 

the 
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the  ti'oops  at  Bombay,  a  general  muster  and  inventory  of  chap.  ii. 
stores,  was  taken  by  Captain  Gary,  on  tbe  25th  February  and  1664-65. 
3d  March  1664-65,  and  the  numbers  were, — ^Mr.  Cooke,  go- 
vernor, one  ensign,  four  seijeants,  six  corporals,  four  drum- 
mers, one  surgeon,  one  surgeon^sr  mate,  two  gunners,  one 
gunner^s  mate,  one  gun-smith,  and  ninety-seven  privates ; 
and  twenty-two  pieces  of  cannon,  eight  hundred  and  seventy- 
eight  rounds  of  shot,  and  various  articles  of  stores.  <*> 

This  unfortunate  termination  of  the  measures  which  had  ^^^^^  ^^  *^*»* 

event  on  the 

been  adopted,  by  the  Crowns  of  England  and  Portugal,  for  J^"J^°J|* 
ensuring  to  ifce  former  an  independent  seat  of  trade  m  the  ""^  *"^®' 
East-Indies,  and  obtaining  for  the  latter,  the  co-operation  o£ 
the  English  force,  to  balance  the  superior  military  and  naval 
power  of  the  Dutch,  instead  of  relieving  the  Company's  Pre- 
sidency of  Surat  from  those  oppressions,  of  which  they  had, 
for  so  many  years,  complained,  tended  to  increase  them. 

Several  large  Dutch  ships  arrived  at  Surat,  from  Ba- 
taviu,  Cochin,  and  Japan,  and  others  from  Persia,  with  cargoes 
of  articles,  suited  to  the  Surat  and  Indian  markets,  and  these 
arrivals  depressed  the  English  sales  and  purchases,  at  llie  time 
wltien  the  misfortunes  at  Angedivah  and  Bombay,  of  which 
the  Mogul  government  were  fully  informed,  had  lowered  the 

English 

(1) — Letter  from  Captain  Bowen^  Captain  Barker^  and  Captain  HiggenioD^  to  Mr. 
'Cooker  dated  Carwar^  ^8  November  i654.— —  Account  of  Paj  and  Disbursements  to 

tte JUng'iTrot^,  from  February  \66i*6i,  (odd  December  \664. Muster  taken  at 

fpmbaj,  bj  Mr.  Gary,  22d  February  1664-65.    (East-India  Papers  in  the  State  Paper 
Office,  Nos.  228,  229,  230,  235.) 
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CHAF^ii.   English   character  for  power,  in  the    opinion  of  the  Na- 
1664-65.  tives,  and    discovered  their  inferior  means  for  reviving  the 
trade. 

The  situation  of  the  Out-stations  had  become  equally  pre- 
carious : — ^the  Dutch  had  excluded  the  English  from  making 
purchases  of  pepper,  and  other  Malabar  goods,  at  Porcat, 
and  had,  at  this  time,  got  possession  of  Calicut,  and  expelled 
the  Company^s  Agent  from  that  port ;  Sir  George  Oxinden, 
therefore,  informed  v  the  C!ourt,  that  unless  an  effectual  inter- 
position by  the  King  with  the  States  General,  should  take 
place,  and  orders  be  sent  out  to  the  Dutch  Governor  General, 
to  desist  from  farther  aggressions,  the  Company's  trade  on  the 
Malabar  Coast  must  be  given  up ;  and  unless  a  sufficient  naval 
force  should  be  dispatched  from  England,  to  counter-balance 
that  which  the  Dutch  had  in  the  Indian  Seas,  it  would  be  im- 
practicable for  the  Presidency  of  Surat  to  proceed  with  the 
trade  at  that  port,  or  to  preserve  even  their  claims  to  those 
rights,  which,  at  so  much  expence  and  danger,  had  been 
recently  ceded  to  them  by  the  Mogul. 

In  this  critical  situation,  information  reached  Sir  George 
Oxinden,  that  the  Company^s  Factory  in  Bengal  was  expe- 
riencing the  most  heavy  exactions  and  obstructions  frcmi  the 
Nabob;  with  a  request,  that  the  President,  fix)m  his  in- 
fluence at  the  court  of  the  Mogul,  would  solicit  a  I%irmaund 
for  the  protection  of  that  branch  of  the  Company^s  trade. 
This  application  the  Presidency  of  Surat  referred  to  the  Court, 

on 
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on  the  ground  that  it  must  be  attended  with  considerable   ^^^5^!* 
expence,  and  that  it  might  lead  to  discussions,  in  which  the  1664-65. 
Presidency  of  Surat  might  be  deprived  of   the  exemptions 
from  the  payment  of  Customs,  which  they  had  obtained  in 
the  preceding  year/'> 

Sir  Edward  Winter,  when  he  received  information  from  Trade  at 

Madras  de- 

the  Court,  that  an  Ae^nt  mifirht  be  expected  to  succeed  him  at  pressed,  from 

-  °  ^  *^  the  Agent  not 

FoBT  St,  Geobgb,  endeavoured  to  throw  the  whole  blame  havingautho- 

rity  to  use 

on  his  Council,  of  the  Company's  trade  not  being  prosecuted  forcible  mea- 
with  sufficient  zeal,  for  they  had  thwarted  his  best  efforts,  which  ^l*©  Natives, 

•^  and  for  want 

had  been  directed  to  make  retaliation  on  the  vessels  of  the  petty  ^^  f  ^^^^ 

*       '    stock. 

Chiefs,  whose  depredations,  inland,  prevented  the  Company's 
sales  and  purchases  : — ^this  plan  he  had,  in  the  preceding  sea* 
son,  recommended  to  the  Court,  and  notwithstanding  what 
had  happened  in  Bengal,  had  required  their  authority  to  sanc- 
tion it : — ^to  support  this  project,  he  referred  to  the  practice  of 
the  Dutch,  whose  large  stock  and  naval  power,  he  asserted, 
would  not  have  given  them  the  trade  which  they  enjoyed,  ha4 
they  not  kept  in  awe  the  Native  Powers ; — ^that  when  he  had 
represented  to  one  of  the  country  CSiiefs  the  depredations 
committed  by  his  followers  on  the  goods  passing  to  Madras,  as 
well  as  the  arbitrary  duties  imposed  on  them,  he  received  for 
answer,  that  ^^  when  the  English  horns  and  teeth  grew,  he 
"  would  then  free  them  fit)m  the  duty  j'* — Sir  Edward,  there 

fore, 

(1)—- Letter  from  the  President  and  Council  of  Surat  to  the  Court,  31st  March  and 
5th  April  1665. 
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CHAP^.   fore,  concluded^  that  ndth^  the  trade  at  Madras^  nor  at 
1664-65.  the  Out«*ageacies3  could  be  expected  to  revive^,  iiiiless  strong 
measures  of  this  kind  were  adopted. 

The  Court's  order,  for  discharging  the  Portuguese  soldiers 
serving  in  the  garrison,  could  not  be  carried  into  execution,  on 
account  of  the  great  mortatity  amopg  th^  English  recruits ; 
but,  independently  of  this  misfortune,  these  soldiers  had  late- 
ly, when  the  town  was  besieged  by  Yecknam-Khan,  behaved 
with  much  bravery,  and  had  enabled  the  Agent  to  preserve 
the  place ;  it  therefore  became  more  necessary  to  retain  them 
in  the  service,  as  he  had  received  information  of  the  proba- 
bility of  a  Dutch  war,  and  of  the  French  equipment  intended 
for  the  East-Indies. 

The  funds  for  the  trade  c^  this  Agency,  which  had  been 
increased,  by  receiving  gold  from  the  Coast  of  Africa,  the 
Agent  estimated  at  220,000  pagodas,  of  which  proportions 
had  been  sent  to  Bengal  and  Bantam ;  the  remainder,  there- 
fore, would  be  insufficient  for  providing  the  investment,  without 
the  aid  of  a  loan  : — ^this  state  of  affairs  induced  him  to  repeat 
the  measure  he  had  formerly  recommended,  that  one  moiety  nf 
a  Double  Stock  should  remain  in  the  treasury,  to  purcdiase 
goods  in  the  months  of  January  and  February,  and  the  other 
to  make  payments  at  the  time  the  investment  was  completed  :-— 
in  illustration,  he  refared  to  the  trade  in  Bengal,  in  which 
profitable  purchases  (particularly  of  saltpetre)  could  only  be 
made  at  certain  seasons  of  the  year;  and  that  a  part  of  the 

money 
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money  in  the  treasury  must  be  applied  to  build  and  maintain  CHAR  ii. 
boats  on  the  river,  to  bring  the  saltpetre  from  Patna  to  1664-65. 
Hughly,  and  the  silks  and  muslins  from  Cossimbuzar  to  the 
English  Factory,  as  otherwise  the  Nabob's  boats  would  exact  an 
exorbitant  freight.  The  plan  of  inducing  the  weavers  to  come 
to  Hughly  had  failed,  from  Cossimbuzar  being  more  im- 
mediately under  the  observation  of  the  Nabob ;  it  was,  there- 
fore, by  a  Double  Stock  only,  that  the  trade,  either  at  Madras 
or  in  Bengal,  could  be  revived  or  extended ;  and,  on  the  Coast, 
by  a  naval  force,  to  counterbalance,  at  sea,  the  obstructions 
and  arbitrary  demands  of  the  Chiefs  on  shore. 

The  investment  for  the  season  was  estimated  at  192,000 
pagodas,  which  sum  had  exhausted  the  treasuiy,  allowing  for 
tlie  proportion  of  the  money  remitted  to  Bengal  and  to  Ban- 
tam. The  five  ships  which  were  to  sail  with  this  investment 
had,  agreeably  to  the  Court's  directions,  received  orders  to 
keep  together,  as  a  fleet,  and  to  act  for  the  common  defence.^^) 

The  attention  of  the  Agent  and  CouncU  at  Bantam,  in  Poiaroon  de- 
1664-65,  was  directed  to  the  recovery  of  the  Island  of  Pola-  AgentatBan. 
roon  from  the  Dutch  ;  the  forming  a  settlement  on  the  Island  a  deioiated 

state. 

of  Damm,  situated  within  a  few  leagues   of  Banda ;  and  to 
the  re-opening  the  trade  with  Japan. 

During  the  whole  of  this  season,   the  evasions  of  the 

J>atch,  to  comply  with  the  treaty  in  Europe,  continued ;  and 

VOL.  II.  Y  it 

(])~Letten  from  the  Agent  and  Council  at  Fort  8t.  George  to  the  Conrt^  13th 
Jannaiy  l(kM-65. 
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CHAP.  IT.  it  was  not  till  the  25th  March  1665,  that  the  cession  of  the 
1664-65,  Island  of  Polaroon  actually  took  place;  but  it  was  delivered 
up  in  so  desolated  a  state  (the  whole  of  the  spice-trees  being 
destroyed)  that  this  station,  which  had  been  the  subject  of  so 
many  negotiations  and  treaties  in  Europe,  and  of  so  many 
unjustifiable  evasions  at  Batavia,  was  rendered  useless  for 
eight  years;  that  time  being  considered,  by  the  Agent  and 
Council  of  Bantam,  as  requisite  to  render  the  cultivation  of  it 
productive. 
The  Agent  at  Thc  next  object  of  this  Agency  was  the  forming  a  settle- 

a  letSemem'  m^nt  on  the  Island  of  Damm,  to  which  the  ship  Royal  Oak 
of  Damm!"  had  been  dispatched.  On  her  arrival,  the  Chiefs  entered  into 
led  by  the  *  a  treaty  with  the  Commander,  by  which  they  stipulated,  to 
hold  the  Island  of  the  King  of  England,  on  condition  of  being 
protected  against  the  Dutch,  or  any  other  enemy : — ^as  a  m^rk 
of  their  allegiance,  it  was  agreed,  that  the  Chiefs  of  the  Island 
were  to  deliver  to  the  King,  a  nutmeg-tree,  with  the  earth 
adhering  to  it,  as  a  pledge  of  their  homage.  It  was  calculated,, 
that  this  Island  would  produce  nutmegs,  mace.  Sec.,  in  suffi- 
cient quantity,  to  form  the  requisite  proportion  of  the  finer 
spices,  with  the  pepper  from  Bantam ;  but  that  considerable 
charges  must  be  incurred,  to  fortify  it,  and  a  proper  guard  of 
soldiers  sent  from  England^  for  its  garrison.  These  expecta- 
tions, however,  in  the  short  space  of  fifty-two  days,  were  dis- 
appointed, three  Dutch  ships  having  arrived,  and,,  under  a 
pretended  contract  with  the  Islanders,  dated  a  few  days  before 

that 
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that  with  the  English,  expelled  the  Company's  servants,  who  chap,  ii, 
could  only  offer  an  unayailing  protest  against  their  conduct : —  1664-65, 
this  event,  therefore,  instead  of  relieving  the  Agent  and  Coun- 
cil of  Bantam  firom  the  embarrassment  into  which  they  had  been 
thrown,  by  the  desolated  state  in  which  Polaroon  had  been 
delivered  up  to  them,  in  fact,  rendered  even  their  pepper  trade 
more  difficult ;  the  stock  of  ^12,800,  which  the  Agent  had 
received,  to  invigorate  it,  and  to  connect,  with  it,  the  trade  from 
Polaroon,  not  being  sufficient,  either  to  support  the  trade 
against  the  superior  stock  of  the  Dutch,  or  to  obtain  the  requi- 
site quantity  of  this  article,  to  meet  the  demands  at  Surat,  or 
in  the  Europe  market : — ^these  circumstances  had  made  it  im- 
practicable to  comply  with  the  Court's  orders  for  pepper  this 
season,  the  Dutch  having  engrossed  the  whole  of  the  best 
quality,  and  allowed  the  Bnglish  Agents  only  to  purchase  the 
inferior  kinds,  that  they  might,  in  the  East,  monopolize  the 
valuable  part  of  the  trade,  and  in  Europe  the  profitable 
sales. 

The  third  object  which  had  been  recommended  bv  thp  Report,  by 

Agent 

Court  to  the  Agent  and  Council  at  Bantam,  was  to  institute  an  Browne,  of 

^  the  practica- 

inquiry,  how  far  it  might  be  practicable  for  the  Company  to  biiityoftrad* 
obtain  a  share  in  the  trade  to  Japan.  Mr,  Quarks  Browne, 
who,  at  this  period,  was  Agent  at  Bantam,  and  who  was  the 
only  surviving  Company's  servant  who  had  been  at  Japan,  con- 
ducted this  enquiry,  and,  in  general,  reported  to  the  Court; 
that  they  must  adopt  the  plan  which  the  Dutch  had  followed, 

y  2  when 
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CH^PJJ-  wben  they  introduced  themselves  into  a  share  of  the  Japatit 
1664- 65»  trade; — ^which^  in  substance^  was,  to  establish  Agencies  at 
Siam,  Cambodia,  and  Tonquin,  to  eoUect  the  produce  which 
was  in  demand  in  the  Japan  market,  and  at  which  it  would 
be  received,  from  the  subsisting  relations  between  the  Chiefs 
in  those  countries,  and  the  Japan  Government : — in  the  pro- 
secution of  this  plan,  however,  a  considerable  stock  must 
be  employed,  and  authority  given  (ofter  the  example  of  the 
Dutch),  to  entrust  proportions  of  it  to  three  or  four  native 
merchants,  to  form  contracts  with  the  inhabitants,  for  bringing 
in,  at  fixed  seasons,  bufialoes'  and  deer's  hides,  of  which  these 
kingdoms  furnished  immense  quantities,  at  the  annual  inunda- 
tions, when  those  animals  descended  from  the  mountains  to 
the  banks  of  the  rivers ; — that,  with  the  Dutch,  these  contrac- 
tors had  regularly  fufiUed  their  engagements,  by  which  expe- 
dient, the  goods  suited  to  the  Japan  market,  were  ready  for 
the  ships  on  their  arrival ; — ^that,  with  those  articles,  the  ships 
sailed  for  Japan,  and  obtained,  in  exchange,  Japan  goods, 
particularly  silver,  with  which  they  made  large  purdiases  of 
produce  at  Java,  and  in  the  Spice  Islands,  and  sent  a  proportion 
of  it  to  be  invested  in  the  Malabar  and  Coromandel  Coast 
trades ; — ^the  goods  obtained  on  those  coasts,  were  again,  in 
part,  brought  to  Java,  and  to  the  Spice  Islands,  and  a  consi- 
derable profit  drawn  from  these  circuitous  exchanges. 

Mr  Browne,  the  Agent  at  Bantam,  afiter  submitting  this 
plan  to  the  Court,  recommended  its  adoption ;    and  that  per- 
sons. 
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sons,  pit^erly  qualified  to  judge  of  the  value  of  the  Japan  goods^  chap.il 
particularly  silver,  should  be  sent  from  England^  otherwise  the  1664- 65. 
Japanese  would  impose  baser  metals  on  strangers,  whom  they 
woidd  soon  discover  to  be  no  judges  of  their  intrinsic  value. 

In  this  critical  situation  of  the  Company's  afiairs,  Mr. 
Quarks  Browne  died,  and  the  project  of  the  Japan  trade 
was  necessarily  rcjtarded,  by  the  loss  of  this  able  and  highly 
informed  servant  of  the  Company/^) 

(I) — ^Letters  from  the  Agent  and  Council  of  Bantam  to  the  Courts  Ifth  Jul/j  and 

30th  and  3l8t  December  1664. Letter  from  the  Agent  and  Coondl  of  Bantam  to 

the  Presidency  of  Surat^  28th  Julj  l665. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


166  AKNALS   OF    THE    ftOKORABLE 


1665-66. 


rCHAP.  II.  l^  reviewing  the  instructions  which  the  Company  gave  to 

1665 -66,  their  foreign  Presidencies,  in  the  season  1665-66,  we  have  to 
war  with  refer,  not  only  to  the  war  which  took  place  betwe^i  the  King 
France  on     and  the  States  General,  but,  towards  the  close  of  the  season, 

the  measures  x-iiii-r^  i  i-o 

of  the  Com-  between  England  and  France,  and  to  the  nse  of  a  new  com- 
mercial Company  in  France,  whose  rivalship  was  to  give  a  new 
character  to  the  commerce  of  the  Europeans  in  the  East- 
Indies  ; — and  to  these  circumstances,  we  have  to  add  the  mea- 
sures which  the  King  adopted,  on  receiving  intelligence  of  the 
disgraceful  conditions,  on  which  Bombay  had  been  surrendered 
to  the  Crown  of  England. 

The  narrative  given  by  the  Court  of  Directors,  of 
events  in  Europe,  will  explain  the  source  of  the  instructions 
transmitted  to  the  foreign  Presidencies  in  this  season :  it  is 
stated,  that  the  English  fleet,  amounting  to  one  hundred  sail, 
had  blockaded  the  Texel,  and,  for  a  time,  prevented  the  junction 
of  the  Texel  and  Zealand  fleets ; — ^that,  on  the  return  bf  the  Eng- 
lish fleet  to  port,  the  Dutch  fleets  had  united,  and  approached 
the  coasts  of  England  ; — ^that,  on  the  3d  June  1665,  the 
English  fleet  had  been  victorious,  in  the  great  battle  of  Solebay, 
and,  among  the  casualties  in  the  action,  mentioned  with  regret, 

the 
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the  death  of  the  JEarl  of  Marlborough,  who  had  been  formerly    chap.  ir. 
sent  to  Bombay,  to  take  possession  of  it  in  the  King's  name ;  1665  -  66. 
— ^that  the  French  had  sent  military  assistance  to  the  Dutch, 
to  enable  their  armies  to  resist   the  forces   of   the  Bishop  of 
Munster,  who  was  the  ally  of  the  King,  and  that  this  circum-- 
stance  had  brought  on  a  war,  between  France  and  England. 

In  1663-64,  it  was  mentioned,  that  the  Company  had  Establish- 
taken  an  alarm,    at  the  equipment  of  eight  armed  ships,  m  French  East- 
France,  said  to  be  mtended  for  the  East-Indies,  though,  at  India/   and 

AfricanCom«> 

that  time,  the  object  of  this  equipment  could  not  be  as-  panie^. 
certained.-  In  1664-65,  this  uncertainty  of  the  Court,  re- 
specting the  views  of  France,  in  the  East-Indies,  disappeared, 
on  receiving  intelligence,  that  a  large  Subscription  had  been 
raised  in  France,  for  the  formation  of  a  French  East-India 
Company.  It  was  in  this  year,  that  the  celebrated  Col- 
bert, the  French  Minister  of  Finance,  procured  an  Arr6t  of 
Louis  XrV.  for  the  establishment  of  this  Company,  the  limits 
of  which  were  to  be,  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  eastwards, 
to  the  farther  Indies,  and  from  the  Straits  of  Magellan  and 
Le-Maire,  westwards,  into  the  South  Seas ;  that  funds  were 
provided  to  support  this  trade,  and  a  moiety  of  them  actually 
paid  for  the  first  equipment : — Colbert,  at  the  same  time,  pro- 
jected new  plans  for  the  French  trade,  in  the  West-Indies,  and  on 
the  Coast  of  Africa,  for  each  of  which  French  Companies  were, 
this  year,  instituted : — ^the  London  East-India  Company,  there- 
fore, as  well,  as  the  King,  viewed  these  events  (more  particu- 
larly 
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CHAP^,    larly  in  a  state  of  war  with  France)  as  subjects  of  anxiety, 

1665 -.66,  which  rendered  them  the  source  of  fresh  instructions,  not  only 

to  the  new  Governor  for  Bombay,  (whose  appointment  we 

shall  immediately  notice,)  but  to  the  Compan/s  Presidencies 

and  Agencies  in  the  East-Indies. 

Sir  Joseph  Williamson,  at  this  period  Secretary  of  State, 
described  the  constitution  of  this  French  Company  to  be, — ^that 
every  proprietor,  holding  6000  livres  stock,  was  to  have  a  vote 
in  the  management  of  its  affairs,  which  were  placed  under  the 
patronage  of  the  King,  and  the  administration  of  twelve  Di- 
rectors, of  whom  Colbert  was  the  President :  they  were  elected 
in  March  1665-66,  and  had,  subordinate  to  them.  Directors  at 
the  principal  sea-ports  of  France.<^> 
Mr.  Cooke's  These  public  and  interesting  commercial  events  evidently 

with  the  For-  influenced  the  resolution  of  the  King,  on  receiving  intelligence 
avowed    by  of  the  manner  m  which  Mr.  Cooke  had  agreed  to  receive  the 

tbeKing,and 

Sir   Gervase  Island  of  Bombay  from  the  Viceroy  of  Goa,  to  disavow  the 

Lucas    ap« 

pointed  Go-  convention,  as  contrary  to  the  terms  of  the  treaty  between  the 

vernor        of  ^ 

Bombaj.  Crowns  of  England  and  Portugal,  and  to  appoint  Sir  Gervase 
Lucas  to  be  Governor  of  Bombay,  giving,  at  the  same  time, 
assurances  to  the  Company,  that  protection  would  be  afibrded 
to  their  Factories  and  trade,  by  his  forces  occupying  the  Island. 

On 

(1)— Letters  from  the  Court  to  the  President  and  Council  of  Surat^  15th  June  and 

18th  September  \^5,  and  7th  March  1665-66. Sir  Joseph  Williamson's  MSS. 

Notes^  relative  lo  the  French  East-India  Cocapanj^  1665.    (East  India  Papers  in  the 
State  Paper  Office^  No.  234).——^  Anderson's  History  of  Commerce^  vol.  ii^  page  148. 
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On  his  appointment,  Sir  Gervase  Lucas  had  the  whdie  of   9^^^'^^ 
the  documents,  transmitted  by  Cooke,  laid  before  him,  and  re-  1665  -66. 

'  ^  ''  ^  Report  of  Sir 

presented  to  the  King, — ^that  it  appeared  the  fortifications  on  Genrase  La- 
the Island  were  in  a  ruinous  condition,    and,    by  no  means,  troops  and 

^  stores  requir- 

suited,    either  for  its   defence,    or  for  the  security  of   the  ed  for  Bom- 

'  bay. 

troops ;— that  stores,  of  every  description,  would  be  required, 
the  greater  part  of  those  sent  with  Sir  Abraham  Shipman  being 
useless,  or  lost ;  and  that,  in  his  opinion,  it  would   be  neces- 
sary to  embark  four  hundred  itien,    as  a  garrison,   being  the 
same  number  Sir  Abraham  Shipman  had  under  his  command ; 
— ^that  the  charges,  pay,  &c.  for  the  garrison  would  amount 
to  ^7,371  per  annum,  exclusive  of  artificers  and  contingen- 
cies; and  submitted  to  His   Majesty,  that  eighteen  months* 
stores  and  provisions,  of  every  kind,  must  be  embarked,  and 
some  addition  made  to  the  pay  of  the  Governor,  at  this  time 
only  ^SL  per  day,  which  would  not  be  sufficient  to  defray  the 
expences  that  must  be  incurred  on  such  a  distant  station.<^> 

This  report  of  Sir  Gervase  Lucas  to  the  King  was  referred 
by  His  Majesty  to  the  Duke  of  Albemarle  (General  Monk), 
Lord  Arlington,  and  Sir  William  Coventry,  Secretaries  of 
State ;  who  reported,  that  from  the  uncertainty,  whether  the 
Island  of  Bombay  was,  at  that  period,  in  possession  of  His 
VOL,  II.  Z  Majesty, 

.(1)—Sir  Genrase  Lucas's  observations  on  the  Papers  respecting  Bombay,     J  8th 

January  1665-66.     (East-India  Papers  in  the  State  Paper  Office,  No.  232). Letter 

from  the  Court  to  the    President  and  Council  of  Surat^     7th  March  1665-66.— 
Historical  Account  of  Bombay. 
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CHAP^.  Majesty,  or  not,  it  was  their  opinion,  that,  it  would  "  be 
1665- 66,  improper  to  incur  any  great  expence  upon  it,'*  and  there- 
fore recommended,  that  a  reinforcement  of  sixty  men  should 
be  sent,  under  a  Lieutenant^  who  was  to  have  Captain's  pay, 
or  eight  shillings  per  day,  and  a  supply  of  clothes,  ammuni- 
tion, and  stores,  and  a  small  vessel,  to  be  attached  to  the 
garrison  : — ^the  whole  expence  of  which,  with  eighteea 
months'  pay  and  provision  for  the  troops^  was  estimated  at 
5^11,498.  16^.(0 

Sir  Gervase  Lucas  embarked  on  board  the  C!ompany's 

ship  Return,  and  obtained  from  the  Company,  at  the  King's 

desire,  a  credit  for  5^1,500  on  the  Presidency  of  Surat,  for 

which  he  was  to  grant  bills  on  England,  at  thirty  day's  sight/^^. 

Coorfg    in  Under  these  circumstances  the  Court  gave  it  as  a  general  in- 

SH™^^G^orge  structiou  to  Sir  George Oxinden,  to  observe  the  same  precautions 

th^  wxasion.  ^g^^^^st  the  French,  as  against  the  Dutch ;   and  to  endeavour, 

if  it  should  be  practicable,  to  keep  a  Factor  both  at  Porcat  and 

at  Carwar^  that,    in  the  event  of  a  peace^  they  might  not,  in 

any  treaty,  pretend  to  have  an  exclusive  right  to  those  ports ; — '- 

and,  from  the  state  of  afiairs  in  Europe,  that  one  ship  only 

was  to  be  consigned  to  Surat,  with  a  cargo^  in  broad-cloths 

and 

(1) — Original  Report  of  the  Duke  of  Albermarle^  Lord  Arlington^  and  Sir  VTiUiam 
Coventry,  to  the  King,  relative  to  Bombay,  26th  March  1666*  (East-India  F^pen  in 
the  State  Paper  Office,  No.  236.) 

(2)— Letters  from  the  Court  to  the  Presidency  of  Surat,  24(h  and  3l8t  March 
1665-66. 
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and  ingots  of  gold  and   silver,  estimated  at  ^^20,600,  to  be    ^^^J^Jl' 
dispatched  as  speedily  as  possible,  with   an  investment  for  1665-66. 
England.(0 

The  instructions  to  the  Ascent  and  Council  of  Fort  St.  7-*^  *^®„ 

^  Agent  at  Fort 

Gjborge  were  equally  concise,  and  the  equipment  limited  also  St.  George, 
to  one  ship,  of  three  hundred  tons  : — ^they  were  to  take  every 
measure  for  putting  the  place  into  a  state  of  security,  a  propor- 
tion of  recruits  having  been  embarked  on  this  ship,  to  enable 
them  to  defend  the  Fort,  in  the  event  of  any  attack,  either 
from  a  Native  or  an  Europeajoi  enemy : — the  ship  was  to  be 
dispatched  immediately  to  Europe,  with  an  investment  of  two 
hundred  tons  of  saltpetre,  which,  from  the  superior  quality  of 
it,  w?is  to  be  brought,  by  junks,  from  Bengal,  that  Agency 
being  declared  to  be  subordinate  to  the  Fort,  and  directed 
to  send  all  their  dispatches  to  It,  to  be  forwarded  to  England ; 
— ^the  remaining  tonnage  was  to  be  filled  up  with  Bengal  silks, 
or  Coast  callicoes,  of  the  best  kinds/^) 

The  situation  of  the  Agent  and  Council  of  Bantam,  from  — *o  t^« 

°         .       ^  Agent  at 

the  superior  power  of  the  Dutch  in  the  Island  of  Java,  had  Bantam. 
prevented  the  Court,  both  in  the  last  and  in  this  year,  from 
dispatching  any  ship  direct  from  England  to  that  port,  and 
therefore,  they  ordered  the  Agent  and  Council  to  cultivate,  by 

Z  2  every 

(1)— Letter  from  the  Court  to  the  President  and  Council  of  Surat,  7th  March 

(2)— Letter  from  the  Court  to  the  Agent  and  Council  of  Fort  St.  George^  18th  Sep- 
kmberand  18th  Dttoember  1665^  and  7th  March  l66S'66. 
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CHAP.  II,  every  practicable  means^  the  friendship,  and  obtain  the  pro- 
1665-66.  tection  of  the  King  of  Bantam  : — ^with  regard  to  the  invest- 
ment, they  were  to  purchase  pepper,  with  whatever  funds  they 
might  possess ;  and,  in  the  orders  for  sending  it  to  England, 
an  expedient  was  adopted,  which  we,  for  the  first  time,  meet 
in  the  transactions  of  the  London  East-India  Company ;— » 
that,  if  no  ships  should  arrive  from  the  Company's  other 
settlements,  the  Agent  and  Council  were  to  take  up  two 
country-built  ships,  and,  if  proper  officers  and  crews  could  be 
found  to  navigate  them,  to  dispatch  them  direct  for  England, 
with  instructions,  not  to  touch  at  St.  Helena,  but  to  make  for 
the  first  port  in  England,  or  Ireland,  and  there  to  wait  for 
orders  from  the  Court.<*) 


Effect  of  the  The  effects  which  the  information  of  the  war  in  Europe. 

war   in    Eu-  * 

rope  on  the  between  the  King  and  the  States  General,  and  of  the  war 

Company «  ° 

trade  at  Snrat,  between  England  and  France,  and  the  rise  of  the   French 

andontheMa-  o  ^  — 

labar  Coast.  East-India  Company,  in  1665-66,  produced  on  the  Presiden- 
cies, Factories  and  trade  of  the  London  East-India  Company, 
must  (as  with  the  domestic  transactions  of  the  Court)  be  viewed 
as  the  source  of  the  measures  which  the  foreign  settlements 
were  obliged  to  adopt. 

The  Presidency  of  Surat  stated,  that  they  considered  the 
Dutch  war  in  no  other  respect  prejudicial  to  their  interests, 

than 

(1)— Letter  from  theCourt  to  the  Agent  and  Council  at  Bantam^  7th  March  1665*66' 
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than  as  it  encreased  the  risks  of  the  outward  and  homeward  chap.  ii. 
shippings  and  more  immediately  exposed  the  comitry  ships  to  1665-66. 
capture,  on  which  portions  of  the  investment  came  to  their 
chief  settlements.  Four  large  Dutch  ships  had  arrived  at 
Swally,  which  had  phliged  the  President  and  Council  to  detain 
the  Company's  fleet,  ready  to  proceed  to  Europe,  that  the 
vessels  and  the  cargoes  might  have  protection  in  a  Mogul  port : 
—on  the  Malahar  Coast,  the  Dutch  had  got  possession  of 
Cochin,  and  had  prohibited  the  country  vessels,  belonging  to 
the  native  merchants,  to  sail,  unless  protected  by  a  Dutch 
pass  J  or  to  supply  the  English  with  pepper  and  cardamons, 
under  penalty  of  confiscation: — at  Calicut,  though  the  Zamorin 
had  hitherto  been  able  to  preserve  his  power,  or  had  not  been 
subjugated  by  the  Dutch,  they  had  so  effectually  checked  all 
imports,  as  to  make  exchanges  for  pepper  impracticable,  obli- 
giisg  the  merchants  to  sell  the  pepper  at  three  half-pence  per 
pound,  in  exchange  for  opium,  which  they  sold  at  an  exorbitant 
price  : — ^the  effect  of  this  extortion  was,  that  they  had  nearly 
got  as  complete  a  monopoly  of  the  Malabar  pepper,  as  they  had 
done  of  the  finer  spices,  and  could  under-sell  the  Company  in 
Europe : — ^to  render  this  exclusive  trade  more  positive,  they 
had  ei*ected  block-houses  along  the  coast,  in  which  they  had 
stationed  guards,  to  prevent  contmgent  exchanges  on  shore ; 
that,  on  receiving  intelligence  of  hostilities  in  Europe,  they 
had  seized  on  the  English  Factory  and  servants  at  Porcat  and 
at  Tutaoorin;  so  that,  at  this  period,  Batticolo  only  remained 

open 
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^^L5*    ^P^^  *^  ^^^  Company's  ships ;    but  this  port  would  scarcely 
1665-66.  supply  the   demands   of  the  Portuguese^   should  they  again 

attempt  trade  on  that  part  of  the  coast 
Trade  deprei-  The  information  of  the  large  French  equipments  for  the 

8ed,  from  the  ^  ^    '^ 

interference    East-India   trade,  and  of  the  probability  of  a  French  war, 

of  the  French  . 

Agent*.  had  reached  the  Presidency,  but,  in  this  season,  they  had  not 
heard  of  the  establishment  of  a  French  East-India  Company ; 
though  French  Agents  had  arrived,  who  had  come  through 
Persia,  had  obtained  privileges  of  trade  in  that  kingdom,  and 
had  dispatched  one  of  their  number,  to  solicit  privileges  from 
the  Mogul ;  which  had  so  much  weakened  the  pohtical  and 
commercial  influence  of  the  Presidency  of  Surat,  that  the 
preservation  of  their  rights  and  trade  had  become  precarious, 
if  not  hopeless/'^ 

The  posses-  Having  followed  the  effects  which  the  wars  and  rivalship 

sion  of  Bom-  ...  ^^ 

bay  precari-    of  the  maritime  powers  in  Europe  had  on  the  situation  of  the 

OU8,  from  the 

impositions  of  Presidency  of  Surat,  in  this  season,  we  have  to  trace  the  relation 

the  Porta-  '' 

gucse,andthe  between  the  King's  garrison  at  Bombay,  and  the  Companv's 

jealousy  of  the  C7      o  r      y 

Mogul  Go-     interests  at  Surat,   and  on  the  Malabar  Coast.     At  the  close 

▼cmment. 

of  the  foreign  events,  in  the  preceding  year,  Mr.  Cooke,  under 
the  Convention  with  the  Viceroy  of  Goa,  had  got  possession  of 
the  Island  of  Bombay  only,  but  not  of  its  dependencies,  or  of 
Salsette,  &c. ;  and  a  muster  had  been  taken  by  Mr.  Gary,  one  of 
Council  of  Surftt,  of  the  troops  and  ordnance  brought  from 

Angedivah^ 

(l)—-Letteis  from  the  President  and  Cguncil  of  Surat  to  the  Qaatt,  J6tb  March 
1665-(W  and  4th  AprU  1666. 
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Angedivah^  and  found  at  Bombay.  The  Portuguese,  instead  chap.jl 
of  assisting  the  English  or  enabling  them  to  render  Bombay  1665-66. 
either  a  retreat  for  their  trade,  or  a  place  of  defence,  had 
made  Mn  Cooke,  and  the  garrison,  immediately  feel,  by  heavy 
imposts  on  their  boats  passing  by  Caranjah  or  Tannah,  the 
efiects  of  being  deprived  of  the  dependencies  of  the  Island, 
which  had  been  ceded  to  the  King,  by  treaty ;  for  they  levied 
from  the  boats,  from  ten  to  twelve  per  cent,  duty  on  the  mer- 
chandize and  provisions  which  they  brought  from  the  conti- 
nent, which  obliged  Mr.  Cooke  to  put  soldiers  on  board  the 
boats,  to  resist  this  demand. 

Sir  Greorge  Oxinden  soon  discovered,  that  the  Mogul 
Government  had  become  jealous  of  the  English  possessing  an 
Island,  and  forming  a  garrison  on  it,  in  the  immediate  vicinity 
of  Surat,  one  of  the  most  important  sea-ports  v(k  the  empire ; 
but  it  was  his  duty  to  furnish  provisions,  and  every  requisite 
aid,  to  the  King's  forces,  and  to  advance  money  to  them, 
under  the  orders  of  the  Court  of  Directors,  to  enable  them  to 
preserve  the  place,  till  His  Majesty's  pleasure  should  be 
known. 

This  jealousy  of  the  Mogul  Government  was  heightened 
by  Mr.  Cooke,  who  had  invited  the  native  merchants  to  settle 
at  Bombay,  under  the  protection  of  the  English  garrison : — 
a  measure  which  convinced  the  Governor  of  Surat,  that  the 
whole  was  a  scheme  of  the  President  and  Council,  to  re- 
move the  factory  to  Bombay,  it  being  unintelligible,  what- 

^  ever 
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CHAP.  II.  ever  names  the  English  Qiight  assume,  that  there  could 
1665-66.  be  two  distinct  bodies,  belonging  to  the  same  nation,  the 
officers  and  servants  of  the  King,  and  of  a  Company  of  Mer- 
chants, who  had  hitherto  professed  trade  to  be  their  only 
object,  but  who  were  now  affording  provisions  and  aid  to  a 
garrison,  with  which  they  pretended  not  to  have  a  common 
interest. 
ThePresident  The  President  and  Council  of  Surat,  under  these  embarras^^ 

of  Surat  re-      .  i    i  «■      y^  i*  Tk» 

commends.     Sing  cvcnts,  recommended  to  the  Court  of  Directors^  to  solicit 

that  permis-  .  .     .  .  -r* 

sioD  should  be  the  King's  permission  to  build  a  Factory  at  Bombay,  to  which 

obtained  from 

the  King  to     goods  might  be  brought  from  the  Decan,  or  Coast  of  Coroman* 

erect  a  Com- 

pany'tFactory  del,  as  wcU  as  from  the  Malabar  Coast,  and  from  Surat ;  that 

at  Bombay. 

it  might  become  a  depot  for  the  goods  brought  from  both 
sides  of  Cape  Comorin,  to  be  ready  for  the  ships,  on 
their  arrival  at  Swally  or  at  Bombay ;  explaining,  however, 
that  this  project  would  be  impracticable,  unless  proper 
arrangements  should  be  introduced  into  the  government  of 
the  Island,  and  persons,  properly  qualified,  appointed  to 
administer  it,  under  fixed  regulations. 
Disputes  be-  ^^  event  occurred  at  this  crisis,  which  confirmed  the 

tween    Sir  ' 

indeifandMr  j^^^^^^^ies  of  the  Mogul  Government,  and  endangered  the 
^mfaority^^^^  Factory  and  Company's  privileges  at  Surat : — When  Sir 
laTer^^V^^  Abraham  Shipman  was  at  Angedivah,  in  1663-64,  he  had, 
Sr"^a*d?8tfnc.  without  the  knowledge  of  the  Presidency,  dispatched  the 
gfb"e^,Q°|,e"*"  King's  sloop,  Chesnut,  to  Bantam,  to  purchase  pepper  and 
Wativea.        j^^^  goods,  ou  his  own  accouut,  and  on  that  of  Mr.   Cooke, 

his 
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his  secretary :  this  vessel  returned  to  Surat,  and,  instead  of  ^^J'^^; 
lodging  the  goods  in  the  Company's  warehouse,  had  in-  1665-66. 
trusted  them  to  a  Native  Merchant,  whose  house  and 
stores  had  been  pillaged  by  Sevagee  : — after  Mr.  Cooke  got 
possession  of  Bombay,  this  Native  Merchant  made  ap- 
plication to  the  President  and  Council,  to  refund  the 
value  of  these  goods,  which  being  refused,  after  reite- 
rated demands  for  the  amount,  Mr«  Cooke,  in  Janua- 
ry 1665-66,  seized  a  junk,  belonging  to  the  Governor 
of   Surat,  that,  by  stress  of  weather,  had  put   into  Bom-  ^ 

bay,  to  reimburse  his  loss  : — ^The  Governor  of  Surat,  on 
receiving  information  of  this  proceeding,  threatened  the 
President  and  Council  with  the  seizure  of  their  Factory^  and 
with  imprisonment,  unless  the  junk  shoidd  be  immediately 
restored,  and  the  offenders  against  the  Mogul's  dignity  punish- 
ed : — Sir  George  Oxinden,  in  this  situation,  sent  a  remon- 
strance to  Mr.  Cooke  on  his  conduct,  and,  in  answer,  Mr. 
Cooke  stated  himself  to  be  possessed  of  superior  power,  and 
that  the  Company  were  subordinate  to  him,  and,  at  the  same 
time,  addressed  a  letter  to  the  Governor  of  Surat,  repre- 
senting the  Company  as  his  dependents  : — ^this  irritated  the 
Mogul  Governor,  who  threatened  to  seize  the  Company's 
property,  and  to  punish  their  servants  : — at  last,  however, 
in  April  1666,  Mr.  Cooke  found  it  expedient  to  restore  the 
junk. 

VOL.  II.  2  A  This 
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CHAP.  II.  This  is  the  first  instance^  in  which  the  English  appeared 

1665-66.  in  the  two  distinct  characters  of  King's  and  Company's  ser- 
vants ;  a  distinction,  which,  though  intelligible  to  themselves, 
was  perfectly  miintelligible  to  the  Native  Powers.<*) 
State  of  the  Sir  GeOTge  Oxinden,  after  acknowledging  his  own,  and 

"1  ^^**  *^**  *^^  satisfection  of  his  Council,  at  the  approbation  of  the 
Court,  for  the  resistance  they  made  during  the  attack 
of  Sevagee,  and  specifying,  that  the  year's  customs  at  Surat, 
and  the  exemption  from  the  payment  of  duties  by  the  Phir- 
maund  of  Aurungzebe,  amounted  to  25,000  rupees,  and  that 
he  had  continued  his  applications  for  further  privileges,  re- 
quested to  be  recalled,  as  soon  as  a  person,  properly  authorised, 
should  arrive  to  take  charge  of  the  Presidency,  that  he  might 
answer  the  accusations  which  had  been  made  against  him, 
of  being  concerned  in  Private  Trade. 

The  investments  of  this  season  were  obtained  by  the 
employment  of  a  Native  Merchant,  who  had  provided  an  as- 
sortment of  pepper,  at  his  own  risk,  and  made  different  pur- 
chases of  cloths  and  indigo,  in  small  quantities  : — ^the  sales  of 
the  Europe  goods  had  been  better  than  could  have  been 
expected,  particularly  the  copper,  which  had  sold  high,  from 
the  Dutch  not  having  that  article  in  the  market ;  the  quick- 
silver 

(1)—- Letters  from  the  President  and  Council  of  Surat  to  the  Courts  1st  January  and 

16th  March  1665-66,  and  4th  April  1666. Letter  from  Mr.  Cooke  to  the  President 

and  Council  of  Surat^  21st  February  1665-66.— —  Letter  from  the  President  and  Council 
of  Surat  to  ^.  Cooke,  1st  March  1665-66. 
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silver  had  sold  at  a  moderate  profit,  and  the  corals,  being  in  ^^^J:JJ' 
.great  demand,  with  profit,  and  the  price  of  them  stiU  rising:  1665-66. 
— ^while  the  homeward  ship  was  dispatching,  the  Presidency 
had  also  made  a  considerable  purchase  of  indigo,  at  cheap 
rates  ;  and  though  the  Dutch  had  obstructed  direct  pur- 
chases of  pepper,  they  continued  the  expedient  of  employing 
the  Native  Merchants,  and  had  embarked  a  moderate  assort- 
ment/') 

If  the  improvident  conduct  of  Mr.  Cooke  at  Bombay,  in  Mr.Foxcroft, 

.  Agent  at  Fort 

placing  the  King's  power  in  opposition  to  the  Company's  rights  St.    George, 

seized  and 

.at  Surat,  had   endangered   the  English  interests,  the  events  imprisoned, 

on  a  pretend' 

which  took  place  at  Fort  St.  George,  in  the  season  1665-66,  ed  accusation 

for  sedition, 

threatened  to  subvert  the  trade  of  the  Company,  on  the  Coro-  and  thcgo- 

•^  vernment  of 

mandel  Coast.  tbe  Fort 

usurped  hj 

Sir  Edward  Winter  had  been  appointed  chief  Agent  at  Sir  Edward 
Fort  St.  George,  and  was  entrusted  with  the  confidence  of  the 
Court  of  Directors ;  but  doubts  had  arisen,  at  home,  of  his 
fidelity,  or  rather  that  he  was  engaged  in  Private  Trade  for  his 
separate  interests,  contrary  to  his  duty ;  and,  therefore,  under 
this  impression,  they  had  appointed  Mr.  George  Foxcroft  to 
succeed  him  in  the  Agency,  who  arrived  at  Fort  St. 
George,  in  June  1665.   • 

Sir  Edward  Winter,  before  he  heard  of  this  appointment, 
had  requested  to  be  recalled,  as  his  term  was  nearly  expired  ; 

2  A  2  but 

(l)^Letter  froni  the  President  and  Council  of  ?urat  to  the  Courts  1st  January  and 
.Jl6ch  March  iQ^b-GG,  and 4th  April  \Q66. 
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CHAPji.    but  it  now  appeared,  this  request  had  only  been  made,  that 
1665  -  66.  the  G>urt  might  solicit  him  to  continue  in  his  Agency : — ^the 
arrival  of  Mr.  Foxcroft  brought  out  the  fact,  for  Sir  Edward 
Winter,  to  retain  his  power,  proceeded  to  acts  of  violence^ 
which  the  Court  could  neither  have  anticipated,  nor  prevented  : 
— Mr.  Foxcroft,  on  presenting  his  commission,  was  received 
by  Sir  Edward  Winter  with  afiected  respect,  and  was  direct- 
ed by  his  instructions  to  allow  him  to  act  as  Second  in  Coun- 
cil, till  his  departure : — on  the  14th  September  1665,  however, 
Mr«  Foxcroft,  his  son,  and  Mr.  Sambrooke,  were  attacked, 
wounded,   and  put  in  confinement,    under  an  accusation  of 
having  uttered  seditious  and  treasonable  expressions  against 
the  King's  government,  and  Mr.  Dawes  was  killed  in  the  con- 
flict : — ^the  government  of  Fort  St.  George  was  then  re-assumed 
by  Sir  Edward  Winter,  assisted  by  Mr.  Proby,  a  merchant,  and 
Mr.  Chuseman,  the  Lieutenant  of  the  troops  in  garrison  : — 
Sir  Edward  Winter,  to  vindicate  this  conduct,  explained  to 
the  Court,  that  he  could  bring  proofs  of  the  disloyalty  of  Mr. 
Foxcroft,  on  the  affidavits  of  the  Chaplain,  and  Mr.  Farley,  a 
Factor,    who  had  heard  the  seditious  and  traitorous  words 
uttered.     The  first  circumstance  which  raised  suspicion  of  the 
truth  of  this  accusation,  was  Sir  Edward  Winter's  application 
to  Mr.  Cooke,  at  Bombay,  for  his  advice,  instead  of  referring 
to  Sir  George  Oxinden,  the  Company's  President  at  Surat; 
next,  his  addressing  letters  to  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury, 
and  to  the  King,  professing  loyalty,  as  the  motive  of  his  con- 
duct. 
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duct,  without  ailowiog  those  letters  to  pass  through  the  CcW-    ^J^^J3 
pany^  at  home^  whose  servant  he  was^  or  refleeting  that  the  1665-66. 
effect  of  sach  letters  might  be,  the  exciting,  in  the  King's 
Government,  suspicions  of  the  loyalty  of  the  servants,  with 
whom  the  Court  had  entrusted  their  Factories. 

Mr.  Foxcroft,  during  his  confinement,  applied,  by  let- 
ters, for  assistance  and  advice,  to  the  Agent  at  the  subordi- 
nate Factory  of  Masulipatam,  and,  through  him,  to  the 
President  at  Surat,  for  his  interposition ;  and  so  fully  were 
both  satisfied  of  the  unfounded  pretext,  upon  which  Mr.  Fox- 
croft  had  been  excluded  from  his  Agency,  and  made  a  pri- 
soner, that  they  remonstrated  with  the  persons  who  had  as- 
sisted Sir  Edward  ^Winter  in  this  violence,  and  informed  them 
that  the  result  probably  would  be,  either  that  the  Fort  would  fall 
into  the  hands  of  the  Moors,  and  the  Company's  property  and 
rights  be  lost,  or  that  it  would  become  an  easy  acquisition  to 
the  Dutch,  or  the  Viceroy  of  Goa,  who,  since  the  disputes 
respecting  Bombay,  had  been  inimical  to  the  English.  (*) 

In  this  state  of  the  Company's  affairs  at  Fort  St.  George,  Sir  Edward 

Winter's 

Sir  Edward  Winter  gave  assurances  to  the  Court,  that  efforts  statement  of 

this  event  to 
would  the  Court  f 

(I) — Letter  of  Sir  Edward  Winter  and  his  Council  to  the  Court,  30th  September 

1565. Letter  of  Sir  Edward  Winter  to  the  Governor  of  Bombay,  2gih  September 

1665.——  Letter  of  Sir  Edward  Winter  to  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  28th  Septem- 
ber 1665. Letter  of  Agent  Foxcroft  to  the  Court,  30th  September  l665. Letters 

from  the  Factory  of  Masulipatam  to  the  Presidency  of  Surat,  Ist  and  2d  November  1665. 
— —  Letter  from  the  Presidency  of  Surat  to  Mr.  Proby  and  Mr.  Chuseman,  at  Fort  St. 

George,  13th  December  1665. Letter  from  the  Presidency  of  Surat  to  the  Factory 

of  Masulipatam,  13th  December  1665. 
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CHAP,  IL  -would  be  made  by  him,  to  preserve  ^heir  rights,  and  provide 
1665 -6&  investments  for  their  shipping; — ^that  the  meditated  attack  on 
the  Fort,  by  Yecknam  Khan,  had  been  prevented,  by  his  forces 
being  called  off  by  the  King  of  Golcondah,  on  other  service ; 
— ^that  the  influence  of  the  Agiency  had  declined  at  Golcondah, 
from  his  not  having  the  authority  of  the  Court,  either  to  send 
envoys  there,  or  to  make  presents  to  the  King,  or  to  his  mi- 
nisters ; — that  the  orders  to  withdraw  the  Out-agencies  (Ma- 
sullpatam  excepted),  though  obedience  should  be  given  to 
them,  would  abridge  the  Company  in  their  influence  and 
trade,  for  the  Natives  would  contrast  such  proceedings  with 
.those  of  the  Dutch,  who  took  every  opportunity  to  add  to 
their  Out-agencies,  and  who  were  establishing  Factories  in 
every  country,  at  which  there  was  -the  prospect,  either  of 
profitable  purchases,  or  sales. 
and  his  com-  Sir  Edward  Winter  next  represented,  that  the  withdraw- 

plaint  againgt 

tiie  Agent  in  ing  the  Out- agencies  in  Bengal,  would  produce  similar  evils, 
disobedience   and,  therefore,  he  had  left  this  measure  to  the  discretion  of  the 

of  orders.  " 

Agent  and  Council  at  Hughly,  as  he  could  not  lay  down  rules 
for  them,  which  it  might  be  contrary  to  the  Company's  inte- 
rests to  carry  into  execution; — ^that  the  orders  for  maintaining 
the  Company's  Fort,  against  the  Native  Powers,  or  an  Eu- 
ropean enemy,  should  be  fully  obeyed,  but,  in  so  far  as  re- 
garded the  Country  Powers,  who  were  formidable  by  land, 
he  could  only  defend  himself  by  having  two  or  more  armed 
vessels,  to  act  against  the  trade  of  the  Natives,  which  would 

have 
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have  a  greater  efiect  i»  promoting  the  Company's  influence^  ^hap^ii. 
than  either  the  strength  of  the  Fort  itself,  or  of  several  forts;  1665-66. 
—that  the  trade,  however,  could  not  proceed  on  the  small 
stock  in  the  treasury;  to  pitovide  investments,  it  being  imprac- 
ticable to  borrow  ^10,000,  either  at  Madras  or  Masulipatam ; 
— ^and  that  the  ships,  besides,  could  not  be  filled,  in  the  short 
time  prescribed,  with  Coast  goods,  or  with  saltpetre,  or  Ben- 
gal goods,  from  the  numerous  ships  of  the  Dutch,  ready  to 
£eize  on  those  of  the  Company,  bringing  Bengal  produce  to 
Madras.  <>> 

Bantam,  in  the  season  1665*66,  was  in  a  perilous  situa*^  Poiaroonre^ 

occupied  by 

tion,    both  from  the  Dutch,  who  were,  every  day,  acquiring  the  Dutch, 

1  .1  i*    1      -r    1.  T  n  and  the  trade 

an  ascendency  m  that  quarter  of  the  Indies,  and  trom  neither  at  BaDtam  oa 

the  decline. 
the  funds    nor    the  force,   which   the    Agent    and  Council 

possessed,  being  sufficient  to  maintain  the  influence  and   trade 

of  this  Establishment ; — ^hence  the  Company's  servants  were 

left  without  either  instructions    or  support: — ^in  illustrations 

they  added,  that  the  in%ience  of  the  Dutch,  at  Jambee,  had 

enabled  them  to  purchase  the  whole  produce ; — that  the  low 

state  of  the  English   stock  had  prevented  the  procuring  of 

pepper  at  Bantam,  which  had  been  offered  to  them,  and,  on 

their  refusal,  given  to  the  Dutch ; — ^that  they  had  been  unable 

to   afford  assistance  to  the  settlers  at  Polaroon,    which  the 

Dutch  had  re-possessed,  and  now  asserted  their  exclusive  right 

to 

(1)— Letter  from  Sir  Edward  Winter  and  bis  Covincil  at  Fort  St.  George  to  the. 
Court,  9th  January  1665^6^, 
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CHAP.  I^'  to  the  trade  at  Siam  and  Cambodia  ;  and^  farther^  to  depress 
1665-66.  the  English  Agent  and  Council  at  Bantam,  that  they  had  pro- 
pagated accounts  of  the  success  of  their  arms  in  Europe  :^-^ 
events,  the  ruinous  efkcts  of  which,  with  respect  to  Bantam, 
were  only  averted  by  the  circumstance  of  a  probable  war 
between  the  Dutch  and  the  King  of  Maccassar,  who  had 
assisted  the  chiefe  at  Ternate,  and  other  Spice  Islands,  in 
throwing  off  the  Dutch  yoke;  and  by  the  apprehensions 
which  the  Dutch  themselves  had  begun  to  entertain,  of  the 
interference  of  the  French  in  their  trade,  any  participation 
m  which,  by  the  French,  they  were  determined  to  oppose,  as 
they  had  previously  done  that  of  the  English.  <*> 

(I)— General  Letter  from  the  Agent  and  Council  at  Bantam  to  the  Court,  8th  May 
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1666-67. 


Tt  will  be  necessary,  in  this  season  (1666-67),  to  refer   chap.il 
to  public  events,    as  they  regarded  the  war  in  Europe,  to  1666-67- 
enable  us  to  ascertain  the  sources  of  the  measures,  which  of  the  eventi 

of  the  WAT 

the  Court  of  Directors  adopted,  and  the  instructions  which  withHoUaod. 
they  sent  to  their  foreign  Presidencies,  particularly  to  Surat, 
in  its  relation  to  the  King's  Island  of  Bombay. 

The  Court  continued  the  account  of  the  events  of  the 
war,  from  the  period  when  their  details  of  the  preceding  year 
concluded; — specified  the  captures  which  had  been  made  of 
the  Dutch  merchant  fleets,  particularly  the  convoy  which  had 
taken  shelter  at  Bergen,  in  Norway,  and  the  intercepted  con- 
voy on  the  Dutch  coast; — adverted  to  the  circumstances 
which  required  a  division  of  the  English  fleet,  under  Prince 
Rupert,  to  be  stationed  off*  Rochelle,  and  the  advantage 
the  Dutch  took  of  this  circumstance,  which  led  to  the 
memorable  conflict  off*  Ostend ;  and,  lastly,  mentioned  the 
fiuccessful  attack,  under  Sir  Robert  Holmes,  on  the  Dutch 
shipping  in  the  Vlee,  with  the  incredible  loss  (as  they  de-^ 
scribed  it)  which  they  had  suffered,  from  that  well  executed 
enterprize. 

VOL.  iL  2    B  During 
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CHAPEL  During  these  public  events,  the  Fire  of  London  made 

1666-67-  a  deep  impression  on  the  proceedings  of  the  Court  of  Direc- 

Loss  sustain-  n         %         -i  • 

cdbythe       tors,    for,   by  this  calamity,  they  lost  their  saltpetre  ware- 
Company  at 
the  Fire  of     houscs.   and    the  pepper  in   their   vaults   under    the    Royal 

London.  '  r  rr  J 

Exchange,  though  their  other  warehouses  escaped  the  confla- 
gration* 

Hie  consultations  of  the  Court,  from  these  circumstances 

were  suspended  for  some  months,  but  in  April,  on  the  sr^ 

rival  of  their  shipping,  they  altered  the  destinations  of  ihc 

outward  vessels. 

Court  makes  On  receiving  information  of  Mr.  Cooke's  proceedings  at 

an  applica* 

tion  to  the     Bombay,  and  of  Sir  Edward  Winter's  at  Fort  St.  George,  the 

JLing,  to  is- 

me  orders  to  Court  adopted  Strong  measures  to  restore  their  affairs,  both 

Sir  Gervase 

Lucas,  todis-  on  the  Malabar  and  Coromandel  Coasts.    To  remedy  the  evils 

avow  the  pro- 
ceedings of     on  the  Malabar  Coast,  they  applied  to  the  King,  for  orders 
Mr.  Cooke 

at  Bombay,  to  Sir  Grervase  Lucas,  to  disavow  Mr.  Cooke's  conduct,  in  cap- 
turing the  junk  belonging  to  the  Governor  of  Surat,  and,  for  its 
restoration ;  also  to  afibrd  his  assistance  and  protection  to  the 
Presidency  of  Surat,  in  preserving  the  rights  and  trade  of  the 
Company ;  in  return,  this  Presidency  was  authorised  to  advance 
^1000  to  Sir  Gervase  Lucas,  at  the  exchange  of  five  shillings 
and  sixpence  per  rial  of  eight. 

As  no  information,  at  this  time,  would  have  been  received 
by  the  King,  of  the  measures  taken  for  preserving  Bombay, 
in  the  preceding  year,  it  would  appear,  that  Government  relied 
on  their  proving  effectual ;  the  Court,  therefore,  in  this  season, 

consigned 


Digitized  by 


Google 


ccmsi^ed  one  vessel  only  to  Surat,  with  a  cargo  estimated  at  chap.  ii. 
^16,000^  and  ordered  the  investment  to  consist  of  a  pro-  1666-67^* 
portion  of  saltpetre^  and  the  remainder  of  the  tonnage  to 
he  filled  up  with  indigo^  and  diflereni  kiiKls  of  callicoes; 
and  though,  for  some  years,  the  trade  to  Pbbsxa  had  been  lost 
sight  c^,  it  appears,  under  this  narrow  state  of  aflyrs  at  Su- 
rat,  that  this  Presidency  was  instructed,  if  possible,  to  obtain 
finom  Persia  a  quantity  of  Caramania  wooLO> 

When  information    arrived   of  l^e  proceedings   of  Sir  Address  Uie 

^  ^  King  and 

Edward  Winter,  at  Fort  St.  George,  the  Court,  on  con-  Council  to 

issue  a  pro- 

sultatimi,   applied  to   the  King,    to  interpose  his  authority,  damation 

against  Sir 

and  appointed   Mr.  Qavett,   who    was   vested   with    special  EdwardWin- 

rr  ^  M^  jer  and  his 

powers  by  the  King  and  by  the  Company,  to  proceed  directly  adherenu. 
on:  a  ship  consigned  to  Surat : — he  was  to  consult  with  Sir 
George  Oxinden,  and  if  Sir  Edward  Winter  should  be  in 
possessioii  of  the  Fort,  he  was  to  proceed  to  Masulipatam, 
and,  by  a  messenger  ftom  thence,  to  intimate  to  bim,  the 
powen^  and  amthoiity  witb  which  he  was  vested,  demand 
the  ideaise  of  Mr.  Fbxcrofi;,  and  thait  this^  Agency,  and  the 
Company^s  coweenifton  the  Coast,  might  be  defivered  over  to 
his  adnimktratioaL 

With  the  oli^ect  oB  recoveifing  Fort  St.  €reorge  from 
the  hazardous  state  in  which  it  was  placed,  the  Court  re- 
ferred the  whole  subject  to  the  King  and  Council,  and  obtain- 

2  B  2  ed 

(1 )— Letter  from  the  Court  to  the  Freiident  and  Council  of  Surat,  Slit  August^  14th 
September^  and  5th  October  1660. 
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^^^J'^\'  cd  His  Majesty's  pardon  to  Sir  Edward  Winter  and  his  adhe«^ 
1666 -67»  rents,  on  condition  of  their  returning  to  their  duty,  and  rein- 
stating Mr.  Foxcroft  in  the  Agency ;  they,  farther,  addressed 
separate  letters  to  Sir  Edward  Winter,  intimating  to  him 
the  King's  pardon,  and  their  positive  order,  that  Mr,  Fox- 
croft should  he  immediately  vested  with  the  government; 
a  moderation  which  evinces,  that  they  considered  this  set'- 
tlement,  and  the  trade  on  the  Coromandel  Coast,  to  be  in^. 
great  hazard,  if  Sir  Edward  Winter  should  persevere  in. 
resisting  their  authority. 

The  ship,  which  had  been  intended  for  Madras,  and  or- 
dered to  touch,  on  her  outward  passage,  at  St.  Helena,  witE 
recruits  for  that  Island,  was  countermanded,  and  directed  to 
proceed  to  Surat,  to  receive  information  of  the  actual  state  of 
afiairs  on  the  Coromandel  Coast,  and  to  deliver  the  twenty 
recruits,  intended  for  Madras,  as  a  supply  to  the  Kiiig'9 
garrison  at  Bombay : — ^if  information  should  be  obtained  ai 
Surat,  that  Madras  was  open,  and  Mr.  Foxcroft  in  the  pos* 
session  of  the  Agency,  the  ship  was  to  take  in,  as  an  investment,. 
Bengal  saltpetre  with  the  Coast  goods,  and  directions  were 
given,  that  three  hundred  tons  of  saltpetre  should  be  annually 
provided  at  Hughly^  to  meet  the  ships  on  their  arrival.<^> 

It 


(l)-*Letter»  from  tiie  Court  to  the*  Agent  and  Council  at  Fort  St.  George,  31it. 
August,  14th  September,  and  2Sth  December  1666,  Slst  January  1666-6/,  and  l6tb 
Aeril  1667.*— -  (Duplicate.)  Fardon  fromHia  Majeity  to  Sir  Edward  Winter  and  hit 
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It  does  not  appear,  from  the  Company's  records,  that  any    chap,  il 
dispatches   were  sent  to  the  Agent  and  Council  at  Bantam,  1666-67. 
during  the  season  1666-6'!^. 


Before  adverting  to  the  effects  which  the  war  between  the  Sir  Gervase 

Lucas  pro- 
maritime  States  of  Europe  produced  in  the  East-Indies,  in  this  ^««^  ^8^^°** 

'the  conduct 

season  (1666-67),  it  will  be  expedient  to  examine,  from  the  ''^^^-  ^''''^^ 

*  '  at  Bombay. 

letters  of  Sir  Gervase  Lucas  to  Lord  Arlington,  and  of  Sir 
George  Oxindeo  to  the  Court  of  Directors,  the  respective 
interests  of  the  King's  Settlement  at  Bombay  and  the  Com- 
pany's Presidency  of  Subat. 

When  Sir  Gervase  Lucas  arrived  at  Bombay  (5th  Novem- 
ber 1666)  and  took  charge  of  the  government,  he  began  with* 
instituting  an  enquiry  into  the  proceedings  and  conduct  of  Mn. 
Cooke,  and  found,  that  instead  of  carrying  the  revenues  to 
His  Majesty's  account,  he  had  extorted  the  sum  of  12,000 
Xeraphins  from  the  inhabitants  of  the  Island,  and  con^ 
verted  it  to  his  own  private  use,  which  was  proved  by  his 
receipts  ;  and  that  he  had  taken  possession  of  the  estate  of 
the  late  Sir  Abraham  Shipman,  and  charged  the  executrix 
with  fifteen  per  cent  commission,  amounting  to  the  sum  of 
^663^  which  Sir  Gervase  Lucas  formally  demanded  of  him, 

and,. 

Adherents^  for  QsarpiBg  the  Government  of  Fort  St  George^  and  imprisoniog  the  Agents . 
dated  28Ui  Janvmrj  1666-6^    (Bast-India  P^p^rs  is  the  Sute  Paper  Office,  No.  240), 
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^^^^'   and,  by  a  protest,  gave  notice  of  his  intention  not  to  suffer 
1686-67.  Mr.  Cooke  to  leave  the  Island,  till  he  bad  repaid  the  money 

thus  fraudulently  extorted/^) 
Dispute  be-  jt  would  appear,  that  Sir  Gervase  Lucas  had  considered, 

iween       Sir  rr        '  > 

Gervase  Lu-  ^jj^f  {^  jjjg  administration,  it  was  not  his  duty  to  communicate 

cas   and    Sir  '  ^ 

George  Ox-  ^h^  circumstances  which  have  been  detailed,  to  Sir  George 

inaen«    rela-  '  o 

tnre  to  issu-  Qxiuden,  or  to  the  Presidency  of  Sarat,  who  observing  Mr. 
mrme.^"**  CJooke  Still  resident  on  the  Island,,    without  being  able  to 
account  for  this  indulgence,  became  Jealous  of  the  conduct  of 
Sir  Gervase  Lucas,  as  if,  instead  of  removing  Mr.  Cooke,  he 
had  taken  him  into  bis  confidence  ^  and  therefisre  interpreted 
die  demand  of  a  passage  for  him,  for  Europe^  on  a  Com- 
pany's ship,  (after  having  obliged^  him  to  give  an  account 
of  his  transactions)  as  evidence  that  he  had  entrusted  him 
with  his  dispatches  to  Grovemment,  and,  for  this  reason,  re- 
fused him  the  passive  :<— rtbis  circumstance  irritated  Sir  Gervase 
Lueas,  and  induced  him  to  send  his  subsequent  dispatches  by 
Persia,  and  created  that  coolnais  between  him  and  the  Presi-* 
dency  of  Surat,  whidi  proceeded  £ram  jealousy,  on  the  chw 
part,  and  from  reserve,  cm  the  other. 
«ir  Gerfase  The  account  which    Sir  Gervase  Lucas^    subsequrady 

{^rT'on  the  transmitted,  not  only  of  the  importance  and  value  of  Ae 
atoteof  Bom-  j^j^j  ^  Bombay,  but  of  its  exposed  siteaiion  to  the  Mogul 

Power 

(.])  ..Protest  by  Sir  Gervase  Locas,  against  Mr.  Huaiphrqr  Cooke^  dated  Bombay, 
^5th  Pecember  1666.    (Eastjndia  Fajpersin  tbe  State  Paper  Office,  No.  23g)* 
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Power  on  the  contment^  affords  evidence  of  Ae  improvident  9^^^l' 
convention  vrhich  Cooke  had  formed,  by  receiving  the  Island  1666 -67^ 
from  the  Viceroy  of  Goa,  without  the  King^s  rights  being 
ascertained,  or  a  statement  given  of  the  extent  of  them,  as 
transferred  to  the  Crown  of  England.  In  his  letter  to  Lord 
Arlington,  of  the  21st  March  1666-67,  Sir  Gervase  Lucas 
stated  his  apprehension  of  the  jealousy  of  the  Mogul,  on  ob- 
serving the  encreasing  strength  and  prosperity  of  Bombay^ 
and  the  necessity  that  existed,  of  both  ships  of  war  and 
merchant  vessds  bding  sent,  to  defend  the  pjace,  and  to 
encrease  the  trade  of  the  Island ; — ^that  he  was  making  every 
effort  to  encrease  the  King's  revenues  on  the  Island,  but, 
from  the  indefinite  conditions  on  which  Cooke  had  received  it, 
it  was  impracticable  to  ascertain  which  of  the  inhabitants  were 
legally  possessed  of  sufficient  titles  to  their  estates,  no  stipu- 
iation  having  been  made,  relative  to  the  King's  sovereignty  of 
the  soil ; — that  Cooke's  conduct,  in  taking  bribes  frt)m  the 
inhabitants,  had  sullied  the  King's  government,  and  been 
detrimental  to  his  revenue,  as  some  of  the  best  estates  in  the 
Island  refrised  to  pay  rent^  and  produced  titles,  which  could 
not  be  disputed,  though  believed  to  be  fictitious  ; — that  the 
Island,  when  properly  cultivated,  and  the  rights  ascertained, 
would  be  very  productive,  though  it  had  been  reported,  that 
the  King,  on  the  representations  of  the  East-India  Company, 
and  their  Presidency  of  Surat,  intended  to  give  it  up ;  and 
added,  Itiat  it  was  oot  his  intention  to  send  hii^  dispatches  to 

Europe, 
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CHAP^.    Europe,  through  the  Presidency  of  Surat,  as  thteir  conduct 
1666' 67*  bad    not    met    his    approbation,    but  to  find  a  conveyance 
through  Persia: — this  last  circumstance  explains  the  measure 
which  he   adopted,   of  insisting,    that  all  passes   for  vessels 
should   be  issued   by  him,    in  the  King's  name,    and  that 
those  of  the   President   of  Surat    should  be  discontinued; 
a  proceeding  which  Sir  George  Oxinden  held  to  be  an  in- 
fringement on  [the  Company's  rights,  but,  at  the  same  time, 
advanced  the  sums  which  had  been  ordered  by  the  Court  to 
Sir  Gervase  Lucas,  for  which  bills  had  been  granted  on  Lord 
Southampton,  in  favour  of  the  Company/^> 

It  was  necessary  to  refer,  in  this  season,  to  the  events 
which  had  occurred  at  Bombay,  to  understand  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  President  and  Council  of  Surat,  as  it  appears, 
that  a  misunderstanding  had  prevailed  between  Sir  Gervase 
Lucas  and  Sir  George  Oxinden,  which,  during  the  prepara- 
tions for  shipping  the  investment  for  Europe,  had  constantly 
varied  the  means  to  which  this  Presidency  resorted : — ^these 
means  were  partly  affected  by  the  war  in  Europe,  and  partly 
by  the  prevailing  wars  in  Hindostan. 

The 


(l)-*Letter  from  Sir  Genrase  Lucas  JLo  lord  Arlington,    dated  Bomhaj,     21  st 

March  1666-67.    (East-India  Papers  in  the  State  Fftper  Office,  No.  24J). Letter 

from  the  President  and  Council  of  Surat  to  the  Court,  26th  March  1667* Letter 

from  Sir  Grervase  Lucas  to  the  President  and  Council  of  Surat,  and  their  Answers^  9th, 
l6\h,  22d,  and  24th  November,  4th  and  10th  December,  and36tb  March  1666-67. ' 
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The  war  in  Europe  afforded  to  the  Dutch  (notwithstand-    ^^^^-J- 
ing  their  having  a  Factory  at  Surat)  a  specious  reason  for  1666-67. 

Company's 

blodkadinfT    the  Enfflish   ships  in  that  harbour,     and  this  ships  at  Sa- 

^  '^  ^  rat  blockaded 

blockade  obliged  the  President  and  Council,  notwithstand-  bjtheDatch. 
ing  the  demorage,  to  detain  the  ships  within  the  bar,  and 
to  observe  the  like  caution  with  one  of  the  ships  which  was 
at  Diu;  but  as  it  was  expected  the  Dutch  fleet  would  sail 
with  the  Monsoon,  it  was  then  hoped,  the  Company's  ships 
might  be  dispatched  to  Europe  : — ^these  circumstances  would 
explain  to  the  Court  the  cause  of  the  delay;  but,  inde- 
pendentily  of  them,  the  goods  which  were  obtained  in  the 
inland  provinces  (indigo,  saltpetre,  &c.)  could  not  be  ready 
to  be  shipped  before  the  months  of  January  or  February. 

The  sttbsistuig  wars  between  the  country  powers  had  often  The  purchase 
rendered  it  impracticable  to  dispatch  the  ships,  at  the  periods  ^^  '^dS* 
ordered  by  the  Court ;  and  a  reference  to  the  actual  state  of  ^between 
the  wars,  between  Sevagee  and  Aurungzebe,  were  adduced,  to  ai^"^vagee. 
explam  to  the  Court,  that  obedience  to  their  orders,  for  the 
sailing  of  their  ships,  frequently  exceeded  the  powers  of  this 
Presidency ;— ^Sevagee,  who  had  gone  to  Delhi^  under  promises 
of  safety,  on  discovering  the  insidious  intentions  of  Aurung«* 
^ebe,  had  escaped  from  thirt  city,  and  was  again  at  the  head 
of  an  army,  ready  to  recommtoce  the  wju*  against  the  Mo- 
gul:— ^Aurungzebe,  exposed    to  a  war  with  this  formidable 
opponeirt,  was  also  threatened  with  an  invasion  by  the  King 
of  Persia,  and  made  the  extraordinary  demand  on  the  Presi- 
VOL,   II.  2C  dency 
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CHAP.  II.  dency,  for  Engineers  and  Artillery-men,  ;^to  direct  his  ordnance 

1666-67.  in  the  sieges  to  which  these  wars  might  lead  his  armies;  a 

requisition  with  which  they  could  not  comply,  unless  the  Court 

should  send  out  officers  of  this  description,  with  authority  for 

them  to  be  employed  on  such  service. 

Comparing,  therefore,  the  situation  of  this  Presidency, 
in  their  relations  with  Sevagee,  and  with  the  Mogul,  the  Fac* 
tory  and  trade  of  the  Company  were  equaUy  depressed  by  bothc 
— Sevagee  was  menacing  an  attack  on  Surat,  and  the  Presi^ 
dency  had  not  the  same  number  of  persons,  as  formerly,  to 
act  as  a  guard  to  the  Factory : — the  Mogul  had  withdrawn  his^ 
treasure  from  Surat,  an(f  had  become  indifierent  to  the  fates 
of  the  inhabitants ;  and  yet  the  English,  if  they  did  not  resist 
Sevagee,  would  be  deemed  rebels  by  the  Mogul,  and  lose  all  the 
privil^es,  which,  with  so  much  expence,  they  had  purchased. 

The  Factories  subordinate  to  this  Presidency,  were,  at 
this  juncture,  in  equal  danger ;  for  the  Agent  at  Carwar,  fore* 
seeing  the  probable  incursions  of  Sevagee,  had  been  obliged  to 
call  in  the  articles  purchased  for  the  Company^s  trade,  to  bring 
them  to  sale,  and  to  vest  the  produce  in  bills^  or  to  consign  the 
remaining  goods  to  Signor  Johan  de  Prado,  the  confidential 
correspondent  of  the  Presidency,  at  Goa*  The  Agent  at  Ca- 
licut, who  had  continued  to  be  protected  by  the  2amorin, 
had  been  obliged  to  remove  the  goods  from  that  port,  inland, 
and  to  make  large  presents  to  this  Prince,  to  purehase  the 
continuance  of  the  English  trade  in  his  dominions. 

The 
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The  Company  were,  at  this  time,  equally  exposed  to  their   CHAP^i; 
European  rivals,  and  enemies  : — ^four,  only,  of  the  large  Dutch  1666-67'. 
fleet,  expected  at  Swally,  had  arrived,  the  remainder  having 
been  left  blockading  Goa,  to  prevent  the  sailing  of  a  Portu- 
guese armament,  which  expected  to  be  joined  by  some  English 
frigates  from  Europe^ 

The  French  Agents,  though  they  had  not  been  able  to  Trade  aho 

.    afTecred,  by 

qbtain  privileges  from  Aurungzebe,   had  published  at  Surat  theexagge- 

rated  ac- 

their  expectations  of  a  large  fleet  arriving  from  France,  with  counts  by 

.  ...  ,         the  French 

funds  which  would  give  them  a  superiority  in  the  trade;  but,  Agenuof  the 

niagnitade  of 

as  neither  the  ships,    nor  the  funds  arrived,     the  expecta-  their  stock 

and  shipping. 

tions  of  them  had  a  considerable  efiect  on  the  market : — and  as 
the  ships  did  not  appear  at  the  close  of  the  season,  the  disap- 
pointment of  the  Native  Merchants  excited,  in  the  govern- 
ment, a  contempt  for  the  Europeans  in  general.  <'> 

We  can  only  collect,  from  indirect  evidence,  the  situa- 
tion of  the  Company's  establishments,  at  Fort  St.  Geobge, 
and  Bantam,  during  this  season.  Sir  Edward  Winter,  at 
the  former,  still  maintained  his  power,  and  kept  Mr.  Foxcroft 
in  confinement ;  and  apprehensions  were  entertained  by  the 
Presidency  of  Surat,  that  his  object  was  to  deliver  Up  the 
Fort  to  the  Dutch  Governor  of  Ceylon,  who  had  provided  a 

2  C  2  vessel 

(1)— Letters  from  the  President  and  Council  of  Sarat  to  the  Courts  lOth  and  25th 
September^  and  24th  November  l6d6»  and  26th  March  1667. Letter  from  the  Pre- 
sident and  Council  of  Surat  to  the  Factory  at  Carwar,  17th  October  1 666. Letter 

from  the  President  and  Conncil  at  Surat  to  the  Factory  at  Calicut,  20th  October  1666. 
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CHAP.  II.  vessel  for  him  to  make  his  escape.  Affiurs  at  Bantam^  at  this 
1666 -67*  time^  were  equally  precarious ;  for  though  the  Prasideiicy  of 
Sorat  entertained  no  apprehensions  of  the  fidelity  €£  the  Agent 
and  C!ouncil^  they  were  doubtiul,  whether  they  would  he  ahle, 
(as  no  relief  could  he  affiirded  to  them^)  to  preserve  ^be  Fac- 
tory against  the  influence  of  the  Dutch  over  the  Natives^  or 
against  their  fleets  in  the  Southern  Seas^  heing  without  any 
English  armament  to  resis  tthem*  <^> 

(1)— Letter  from  tbe  Preiident  and  Coaneil  of  Sural  to  the  Courts  26tb  March  l€6?. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


BAST-INDIA     COMPAKT.  19^ 


1667-68. 


Th£  relations  between  Goremment  and  the  Londcm  East-    chap.  n. 
India  Company,  in  1667-68^  were  of  such  importance,  as  to  1667-68. 
produce  a  change  on  the  system  of  trade,  which  the  former  S'pJiit 
had  hitherto  encouraged,  and  the  latter  had  proivided  fiinds  to  S'e?*o'u.e 
•upport.  ^S"" 

When  the  eoBferences  for  the  Treaty  of  Breda  were  first  ^^  * 
held,  the  l(»ig  agitated  questions^  between  the  Dutch  and  the 
L<HidcHi  East  Jndia  Company^  became  subjects  of  discussion ; 
and  Mr.  Thompson  and  Mr.  PapiUon>  two  of  the  Directors^ 
were  permitted  to  attend  the  King's  Ambassadors^  that  they 
might  inform  them  fully  of  the  Company's  claims  on  the  Islands 
of  Polaroon  and  Damm,  and,  in  general,  on  their  rights,, 
which  had  been,  in  e¥»y  part  of  the  East-Indies,  narrowed, 
if  mot  subverted,  by  the  Dutch ;  and  to  insist,  lliat  regula- 
tions for  the  two  Companies  might,  under  the  treaty,  be 
established,  to  serve  as  principles  to  each,  for  their  future 
participation  in  the  trade. 

While  affairs  were  in  this  train,  in  June  1667,  the 
Dutch  made  the  unexpected  attack  at  Chatham,  which,  for 
a  time,    suspended   the  progress  ci  the  negotiations,    and 

induced 
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CHAP,  ir.  induced  tlie  Court  to  order  the  two  Directors  to  return  'to 
1667-68.  England.0) 

When  the  treaty  was  concluded  (31st  July  1667),  the 
terms  in  it,  which  proceeded  on  the  principle  of  the  "  Uii 
^*  Possidetis/'  were,  in  general,  favorahle  to  the  King,  but 
the  application  of  this  principle  to  the  actual  situation  of 
the  English  and  Dutch  East-India  Companies,  confirmed  the 
pretensions  of  the  latter,  to  the  Islands  of  Polaropn  and  Damm^ 
and  left  the  former  equally  exposed  to  the  Dutch  encroach- 
ments, as  they  had  been  previously  to  the  war/^) 
The  Island  of  Whether  it  was  to  remove  the  discontent  which  the 

granted  bj  London  East-India  Company  experienced  on  this  occasion,  or 
the  Com-  from  the  difficulties  which  had  attended  the  maintenance  of 
Bombay,  as  a  King's  possession,  or  from  both,  it  is  unnecessary 
to  enquire,  but,  in  this  season,  the  King,  by  Letters  Patent, 
dated  27th  March  1668,  transferred  the  Island  of  Bombay 
from  the  Crown  to  the  East-India  Company. 

By  this  Charter,  the  King  granted  the  Port  and  Island  of 
Bombay  to  the  London  East-India  Company,  in  perpetuity, 
with  all  the  rights,  profits,  and  territories  thereof,  in  as  full 
manner  as  the  King  himself  possessed  them,  by  virtue  of  the 
treaty  with  the  King  of  Portugal,  by  which  the  Island  was 

ceded 

(1)— Letters  from  the  Court  to  Mr.  Thomson  and  Mr.  Papillon,  two  of  the  East^ 
India  Directors,  at  Breda,  17th,  24th,  and  31st  May,  7th,  14th,  and  2lst  June,  and 
5th  July  1667. 

(2)— Treaty  of  Breda,  31st  July  1667-    (Preserved  in  the  State  Paper  Office.) 
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ceded  to  His  Majesty^  to  be  held  by  the  Ciompany  of  the  9^5* JJ' 
**  King,  in  free  and  common  soccage^  as  c^the  manor  of  East  1667-68^ 
^^  Greenwich^  on  payment  of  the  annual  rent  of  ^10,  in  gold, 
"  on  the  30th  September  in  each  year'': — ^the  Company  were 
neither  to  sell,  nor  part  with  the  Island : — ^the  King  also 
granted  to  them^  all  the  stores  and  arms  remaining  on  the 
Island,  and  agreed  to  pay  the  troops,  till  the  Island  should  be 
taken  possession  of  by  the  Company,  for  which  purpose  a 
vessel  was  to  be  directly  dispatched  from  England  : — ^the  Com* 
pany  were  empowered,  by  this  Charter,  to  entertain  <^cers 
and  men,  as  a  garrison  for  the  Island ;  to  appoint  and  dismiss 
governors  and  officers ;  to  make  laws  for  the  better  govern*- 
ment  thereof,  and  to  exercise  martial  law  in  it: — ^all  per- 
sons bom'  in  Bombay,  were  to  be  accounted  natural  subjects 
of  England;  and  the  Company  were  to  enjoy  all  the  privileges 
and  powers  granted  by  this  Charter,  in  any  place  they  might 
purchase  or  acquire,  in  or  near  the  said  Island.O> 

This  grant  of  the  Island  of  Bombay  to  the  Company  was  court's  in- 
intimated  to  Sir  Gervase  Lucas,  by  a  letter  frx>m  the  Court  of  sir  George 
I>irector8,    accompanied  with  an  authenticated  copy  of  the  receive  the 
King's  grant,  empowering  him  to  deliver  the  Island  of  Bom-  Bombayfrom 
bay  to  Sir  George  Oxinden  and  the  Council  of  Surat : — ^the  Lucas. 
Court,  at  the  same  time,  sent  a  commission  to  Sir  George 
Oxinden,  to  receive  the  Island^  as  granted  to  the  Company  by 

the 

(1)— Letters  Patent^  granllDg  the  Island  of  Bombay  to  the  East^India  CoiDpaoj^  27th 
March  1666.    (Frinted  CollectioD  of  East-India  Charters^  page  80.) 
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CHAiui.  the  King,  and  to  vest  one  of  the  Council  of  Sumt  widi  the 
1667-68.  civil  and  military  administraticm  of  it:-*-«ait  estimate  of  the 
revenues  of  the  Island,  amounting  to  ^2,833  per  annum^ 
was  also  transmitted  to  Sir  George  Qxinden,  who  was  autho- 
rise to  give  receipts  to  Sir  Gervase  Lucas,  for  the  King's 
stores  on  the  Island : — Sir  George  Oxindenwas  farther  directed 
to  engage  any  of  the  King's  troops,  who  might  he  disposed  to 
enter  into  the  Company's  service,  and  to  call  in  the  guards  of 
the  Factory  at  Bantam,  and  a  proportion  of  the  companies  nerr^ 
tng  at  Fort  St  George,  to  fill  up  the  garrison  at  Bombay  ;  and, 
as  a  farther  encouragement,  these  soldiers  were  to  be  allowed 
half  pay,  on  condition  of  their  becoming  settlers  on  the  Island, 
and  aflEbrding  their  labour  for  the  cultivation  of  it ;  and,  annu* 
ally,  new  settlers  were  to  be  sent  from  England,  but  twenty 
soldi^s  only  were  to  be  allowed  to  return  to  Europe,  in  any 
one  year. 

With  the  object,  also,  of  improving  the  cultivation  of 
Bombay,  (that  the  produce  might  be  equal  to  the  charges  of 
the  government).  Sir  George  Oxinden  was  instructed  to 
invite  such  of  the  Natives  as  might  chuse  to  resort  to^ 
and  settle  on  the  Island,  to  encourage  them,  by  taking 
the  most  moderate  profits  on  trade,  and  to  endea** 
vour  to  open  a  commerce  between  Bombay,  the  Persian 
Gulf,  and  the  Red  Sea,  for  each  of  which  one  smaU 
vessel,  laden  with  Company's  goods,  was  to  be  dispatched, 
and  powers  j^ven  to  the  commanders,  to  ofier  to  the  Natives^ 
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at  the  ports  at  which  they  might  touchy  a  free  passage  to  cha^JJ- 
Bombay,  and  foil  protection  when  they  should  arrive,  to  1667-68. 
enable  them  to  carry  on  their  trade.<*> 

While  the  Company  were  disappointed,  on  the  one  hand,  £quipm«ifaf 
with  the  terms  of  the  Treaty  of  Breda,  and  encouraged^  on  Surat  eniar- 
the  other,  by  the  grant  of  the  Island  of  Bombay,  they  adopt-  "^"^^^^^^ 
ed  a  more  extensive  commercial  plan,  in  this  season,  than  they  ^7- 
k^d  done  since  the  restoration  of  their  Charter,  and  were 
determined  to  obtain,   by  eommercial  competition  with  the 
Dutch,  an  equality  of  trade  in  the  East-Indies^  and  not  to 
be  deterred,  either  by  their  opposition,  or  by  their  subterfuges  ; 
bat^  on  the  contrary,  should  they  proceed  to  acts  of  hostility, 
to  resist  them^  as  far  as  their  means  would  allow;  and,  if 
these  should  not  be  sufficient,  to  take  regular  protests  against 
any  hostilities  they  might  commit^  to  become  the  foundation  of 
remonstrances  by  the  King  to  the  States  General. 

With  these  views,  early  in  the  season,  the  Court  consigned 
three  ships  to  Surat,  with  a  stock  estimated  at  ^60,000,  and^ 
in  return^  ordered  an  investment  of  Surat  cloths,  indigo, 
drugs,  pepper,  and  such  quantity  of  the  finer  spices^  as  this 
Presidency  could  procure;  but  not  to  attempt,  in  foture, 
the  pmrchase  of  saltpetre^  as  it  had  been  resolved  to  bring 
vol..  II.  2  D  that 

(1)— Letter  ftom  the  Court  to  the  President  aad  Council  of  Surat>  27th  March 
1668.——  Letter  from  the  Court  to  Sir  Gervase  Lucas^  Governor  of  Bombay^  27th 
March  1666.—- —  CommiBsion  from  the  Court  to  Sir  George  Oxinden  and  the  Council  of 
Surat>  to  receive  posieMion  of  the  Idandof  Bombay^  30th  March  l6Sa. 
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CHAP^.  that  article  from  Bengal.  If  the  stock  should  not  besuffi- 
1667-68.  cient  for  providing  the  investment,  iJbe  Presidency  were  aujlio- 
rised  to  borrow  money,  without  being  limited,  either  in  the 
amount,  or  the  rate  of  interest. 

In  the  spring  of  1668,  three  more  ships  were  consigned  to 
Surat,  with  cargoes  of  broad-cloths,  copper,  lead,  tin,  and 
bullion,  to  the  amount  of  ^^0,000,  under  similar  orders, 
as  the  autumn  ships,  respecting  the  investment;  and  that 
the  trade  between  Surat  and  Bantam  might  be  revived,  the 
ship  Bantam  Pink,  about  a  hundred  and  fifty  tons  burden, 
with  a  cargo  of  ^8,000,  was  dispatched  to  Surat  direct,  with 
orders  to  purchase  goods,  suited  to  the  Bantam  and  Maccassar 
markets,  and  under  instructions  to  the  Agent  and  Council  of 
Bantam,  to  return  this  vessel  with  spices,  pepper,  &c. 

The  orders,  respecting  the  Factories  subordinate  to  Surat, 
were, — to  re-establish  those  at  Carwar,  Rajahpore,  Calicut, 
Porcat,  Acheen,  and  Batticolo ;  and,  in  general,  to  fix  stations 
for  trade,  at  whatever  ports  on  the  coasts  of  India  it  might  be 
practicable;  and,  if  the  French  ships  should  arrive,  not 
to  afford  them  any  commercial  encouragement,  but  to  avoid 
giving  them  any  offence,  which  might  bring  on  complaints  in 
Europe,  at  a  time  when  the  two  Crowns  were  at  peace. 

As  these  new  arrangements  of  the  Company's  affairs 
required  the  talents  and  experience  of  Sir  George  Oxinden  to 
establish  them,  the  Court,  in  consideration  of  his  services, 
and  those  of  his  Council,  in  preserving  the  Factory  from  being 

plundered 
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plundered  by  Sevagee,  conferred  on  him  a  gold  medal^  and  a  chap.  it. 
remuneration  of  ^200,  and  sent  ^400  to  be  distributed  1667-68. 
among  the  Council  and  subordinate  servants,  who  had  been 
active  on  that  occasion,  with  the  Court's  request,  that  he 
would  remain  in  the  administration  of  their  affairs  for  three 
years  longer,  or  till  the  Company's  rights  and  trade  could  be 
re-established/^) 

The  Court  of  Directors  remained,  during  the  whole  of  Precautions 

.  to  be  observ* 

this  season,  without  any  information,  respecting  the   actual  ed  by  the 

'  *  Company's 

situation  of  their  afiairs  at  Fort  St.  George,  and  thoufi^h,  Cas  officers,  in 

*  ^    '  "^       case  Sir  Ed- 

will  be  subsequently  specified,)  they  consigned  shipping  and  J^^J^y*"*®*^ 
stock  to  the  Coromandel  Coast,  the  instructions  were  framed,  ^^rt  st. 

George  to 

rather  to  connect  the  joint  effi>rts  of  the  President  and  Council  ^^«  Dutcin 
of  Surat,  and  the  Agent  at  Musulipatam,  than  as  rules  for  the 
conduct  of  Mr.  Foxcroft  and  the  Council  at  Madras.  On  the 
presumption,  however,  that  Mr.  Foxcroft:  might  be  in  posses- 
sion of  the  Fort,  the  letters  which  were  addressed  to  him  and 
to  his  Council,  prefaced  the  instructions  for  his  conduct  with  a 
similar  detail  of  the  events  in  Europe,  which  had  been  conveyed 
to  the  Presidency  of  Surat ;  but  these  orders  were  conditional, 
and  suited  to  the  probability  of  Sir  Edward  Winter  being  stiU 
in  possession  of  the  Fort,  or  of  events  having  occurred,  which 
had  placed  Agent  Foxcroft  in  that  station.  The  commanders 
of  the  ships  were  ordered  to  proceed  direct  to  Masulipatam, 

2  D  2  and 

(1)— Letters  from  the  Court  to  the  President  and  Conncil  of  Sttrat,  26th  August  and 
4th  October  1667,  and  27th  March  1668. 
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CHAP.  11.   and  if,  on  reaching  that  port,  they  should  discorer  that  Sir 
1667.68-  Edward  Winter  had  delivered  up  the  Fort  to  the  Dutch,  before 
the  10th  May,  which  the  Treaty  of  Breda  had  stated  as  the 
day,  on  which  the  "  Uti  Possidetis''  was  to  take  place,  the 
Agent  at  Masulipatam  was,  in  that  case,  to  maJke  application 
to  the  King  of  Golcondah,  to  have  Ihe  place  restored  to  .the 
English,  agreeably  to  the  conditions  upon  which  it  had  on- 
^nally  been  granted  to  diem ;  but  if  Sir  Edward  Winter  had 
ceded  it  to  the  Dutch,  subsequently  to  the  10th  May,  a  pro* 
test,  upon  the  basis  of  the  treaty,  was  to  be  taken,  that  the 
Dutch  had  refused  to  deliver  it  up,   agreeably  to  the  Treaty  of 
Breda.    In  the  event,  however,  of  Sir  Edward  WiaiCer  reqoain* 
ing  in  possession  of  the  Fort,  one  or  more  of  the  Compaiiy'9 
ships,  as  the  service  might  require,  were  to  be  staticmed  off 
Madras,  and  completely  to  blockade  that  port,  or  to  prevent 
Ihe  entrance  or  departure  of  any  ships  from  it : — ^if  all  of  these 
measures  should  prove  unavailing,  the  Agent  at  Masulipatam, 
and  the  commanders  of  the  Company's  ships,  were,  on  consul- 
tation, to  make  an  application  to  the  King  of  Golcondah,  for 
the  cession  of  St.  Thom^  to  the  Company,  and  authorised  to 
pay  for  such  grant,  to  the  amount  of  5,000  pagodas  : — ^if  this 
place  should  be  obtained,  they  were  to  land  ordnance  and 
military  stores,    and  to  fortify  themselves  in  it,  and  await  the 
Court's  instructions  for  their  future  conduct : — ^if,   however, 
on  the  arrival  of  the  fleet,  the  remonstrances  of  the  Company, 
through  the  Agent  at  Masulipatam,  to  Sir  Edward  Winter, 

to 
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to  resign  the  Fort,  or  the  plan  to  acquire  St.  Thom6,  should  ^^p^l 
prove  inefTectual^  the  Agent  of  Masulipatam,  ajid  the  com-  1667-68. 
mandejcs  c^  the  ships^  were^  on  consultation^  to  endeavour  to 
form  au  establishment  at  some  other  port  on  the  Coromandel 
Coast^  at  which  goods^  suited  to  the  Bantam  market,  and  that 
of  Europe,  could  be  purchased,  both  to  revive  the  trade  at 
thttt  fGtty  and  to  form  part  of  the  home  investment. 

These  general  orders,    applicable  to  so  many  probable  ^mpany**^ 
cases,  were  strengthened  by  a  commission  from  the  King,  ^^^^\^^ 
directed  to  the  Captains  of   the  Company's  ships,     and  to  JJ^^^J^^fp^^^ 
the  Factors  embarked   on   them    (the  senior  captain  being  ^t.  George. 
appointed  commodore  of  the  squadron),  to  form  the  soldiers 
and  seamen  into  five  companies,  and  to  train  them  to  the 
use  of  ordnance  and  small-arms,  to  make  an  attack  on  the 
Fort,  by  sea  and  land ;  with  secret  instructions,  (not  to  be 
opened  till  they  should  r^ch  Madras  Roads,)  to  ofier  to  the 
seamen  and  soldiers,  who  should  be  ajctive  in  recovering  the 
place  to  the  King's  obedience,  an  establishment  for  themselves, 
if  they  chose  to  settle  at  the  Fort,  and  a  provision  for  the  wives 
and  families  of  those  who  might  sufier  in  reducing  it ;  also  a 
promise  of  pardon  and  of  reward  to  the  adherents  of  Sir  Ed- 
ward Winter,  who  might  return  to  their  duty,  and  contribute 
to  the  recovery  of  the  place : — ^if  aU  of  these  expedients  should 
fiail^  and  the  Fort  still  hold  out,  and  if  it  should  appear,  on 
consuHation,    impracticable  to  reduce  it,    the  soldiws  em-* 
ployed  in  this  service  were  to  be  embarked  for  Bombay>  and 

one 
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^^HAP-M.   one  or  more  ships^  ftdly  armed^  were  to  keep  Madnus  in  a 

166/ -68.  state  of  blockade. 

Equipments  This  Uncertainty  of  the  Court,  respecting  the  situation 

and  stock  for  ^  . 

theCoroman-  of  their  Settlements,  or  of  then-  servants,    on  the  Coast  of 

«[el  Coast.  ^  ^ 

Coromandel,  or  whether  Mr.  Foxcroft,  and  the  Council  they 
had  approved  of^  were  in  possession  of  Madras  and  its  depen- 
dencies, did  not  alter  their  resolution  to  send  a  large  stock  and 
tonnage  for  that  part  of  their  trade : — ^five  ships  were  con- 
signed to  Fort  St.  George,  under  the  preceding  instructions, 
with  a  cargo  of  British  staples^  bullion,  and  a  large  propor* 
tion  of  quicksilver,  estimated  at  ^7^,000 : — ^the  ships  were 
equipped  for  war,  as  well  as  for  trade,  and  on  each  was  em- 
barked a  proportion  of  soldiers,  and  also  sixteen  factors  and 
eight  writers,  to  form  a  more  enlarged  civil  establishment 
The  Agent  at  Masulipatam  (should  the  Fort  still  be  in  Sir 
Edward  Winter's  possession)  was  directed  to  make  the  largest 
practicable  investment  in  Coast  cloths,  and  in  a  new  species  of 
cloths,  or  ginghams,  specimens  of  which  were  sent,  as  found 
in  one  of  the  Dutch  prizes  :— two  of  these  ships  were  to  be 
dispatched  for  Bengal,  with  a  proportion  of  stock  and  money 
to  obtain  saltpetre,  tafikties,  and  raw-silk ;  and  one  ship  was 
to  proceed  from  the  Coromandel  Coast  to  Bantam,  with  an 
investment  of  ^10,000,  in  Coast  cloths,  &c.  to  revive  the 
trade  at  that  port  and  at  Maccassar,  and  under  instructions 
to  bring,  in  return,  pepper  and  the  finer  spices,  and  then 
to  go   to  Acheen,   to  take  in    goods  at  that  port,    and   to 

engage 
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engage  that^  in  the  subsequent  season^  shipping  and  stock    9^^^^l' 
should  be  sent  from  England^  to  re-establish  that  trade.  <^>  1667  -68. 

In  the  measures  recommended  to  Sir  George  Oxinden 
and  the  Presidency  at  Surat^  it  was  specified,  that  purchases 
of  saltpetre,  on  the  West  Coast  of  India,  should  be  discon- 
tinued, the  Court  having  determined  to  employ  a  large  pro- 
portion of  the  stock,  intended  for  the  Coromandel  Coast,  to 
restore  the  trade  between  it  and  Bengal ;  and  to  consign  two 
ships  to  the  Coast  and  to  Hughly,  with  the  object  of  opening 
sales  of  Europe  goods  in  Bengal,  and  of  obtaining  saltpetre, 
silks,  &c.  in  return :  another  proportion  was  to  be  sent 
to  Bantam,  to  revive  the  Company's  trade  at  that  port, 
in  the  Islands  and  countries  situated  in  the  farther  Indian 
seas. 

The  separate  instructions  of  the  Court  to  the  Agents 
and  Factors  at  Hughly,  were  chiefly  commercial : — they  in-  Commercial 

instructions 

formed  them,  that  one-third  of  the  stock  sent  for  the  Coro-  to  the  Agents 

at  Hughly. 

mandel  Coast  was  intended  for  Bengal,  and,  in  return,  re- 
quired from  eight  hundred  to  a  thousand  tons  of  saltpetre, 
and  two  thousand  pieces  of  taffaties ;  but,  as  Fort  St.  George 
was,  if  possible,  to  be  reduced  by  force,  the  goods  were,  in 

the 

(1)— Letters  from  the  Court  to  the  Agent  and  Council  of  Fort  St.  George,  26ih 
April  1667,  and  24th  January  1667*68.——  Commission  from  King  Charles  II.,  for  re- 
ducing the  Government  of  Fort  St.  Greorge  to  the  obedience  of  the  £a8t«India  Company, 

31st  January  1667-68. Instructions  from  the  East-India  Company  (approved  by  the 

King)  to  the  Commanders  of  their  Ships^  relative  to  the  reducing  Fort  St.  George  to  obe* 
dience,  24th  January  1667-68. 
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CHAPJI.  the  first  instance^  to  be  ibrwarded  to  Masulipatam  :• — a  pro- 
1667-68.  portion  of  them,  also,  was  intended  for  Bantam  and  the 
southern  markets,  and  therefore  one  of  the  ships  was  to  pro- 
ceed, first  to  the  Coast,  with  an  assortment,  and  from  thence 
to  Bantam  j  and,  to  prevent  the  failure  of  returns  from  Ban- 
tam, as  well  as  from  Masulipatam,  the  Agents  were  em- 
powered to  take  up  5^10,000  each,  at  interest.  0) 
T   ^^  ^..:^  It  will  be  recollected,  that  the  communications  between 

Large  equip-  ' 

SS  to*°cJun."  Bantam  and  England  had  been  interrupted,  from  March 
m^'J^iyof  1665-66  to  October  1667,  and  during  this  period,  oU  trade  to 
the  Dutch.  ^Yie  southward  of  that  port  had  been  suspended  : — ^the  Court, 
however,  resolved  to  revive  this  branch  of  their  commerce,  and 
to  resist  the  farther  aggressions  of  the  Dutch,  by  whom  not 
only  the  trade,  but  the  Company's  servants,  had,  for  so  long  a 
time,  been  oppressed.  To  relieve  the  Agent  at  Bantam  from  the 
difficulties  under  which  he  must  have  laboured,  during  the 
Dutch  war,  by  the  interruption  of  the  Court's  correspondence 
with  him,  it  has  already  been  noticed,  that  a  vessel  (the  Bantam 
Pink)  had  been  dispatched  from  England,  in  the  beginning  of 
the  season,  with  intelligence  of  the  restoration  of  peace  in  Eu- 
rope ;  and  that,  though  the  terms  had,  by  no  means,  been  so 
favourable  to  the  English  commerce  in  those  seas,  as  might 
have  been  expected  (the  islands  of  Polaroon  and  Damm  having 
been  given  up  to  the  Dutch)  yet  still  those  circumstances  had  not 

enervated 

(I)— Letter  from  the  Court  to  the  Agency  at  Hughly,  24th  January  1667-68. 
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enervated  the  Company,  who  were  detennined  to  renew  the  chap.  n. 
trade  with  an  increased  stocky  and  with  two  thousand  tons  1667-68. 
of  shipping,  to  bring  to  Europe,  direct,  such  accumulation  of 
pepper,  s^  might  be  in  the  Company's  warehouses,  at  Bantam, 
Jambee,  and  Maccassar,  with  what  might  possibly  be  pro- 
cured at  Sumatra;  and,  besides,  the  Court  hoped,  that  a 
large  investment  would  be  provided,  comprehending  a  pro- 
portion of  gum  benjamin,  sugar,  and  sapan-wood  : — ^the  trade 
with  Maccassar,  and  at  such  other  ports  as  the  Agent  and 
Council  might  deem  it  expedient,  was  to  be  opened : — ^and 
any  opposition  from  the  Dutch  was  not  to  be  regarded,  unless 
they  proceeded  to  actual  hostility ;  and  should  this  hostility  be 
experienced,  it  was  to  be  resisted,  as  much  as  the  guards  and 
shipping  of  the  Company  could  effect ;  but,  if  a  sufficient  force 
could  hot  be  collected,  protests  were  to  be  taken,  and  authenti- 
cated copies  of  them  sent  home,  to  enable  the  King  to  apply  to 
the  States  for  redress.  <"> 

In  the  progress  of  the  season,  five  ships  were  accordingly  Letter  from 

King  Charles 

dispatcfated  for  Bantam,  with  stock,  chiefly  in  silver,  a  pro-  to  the  King 

^       of    Bantam, 

portion  of  warlike  stores  and  fire  arms,  and  a  small  quantity'  recrnnmend- 

ing  the  Com- 

of  English  cloth^  which,  with  the  goods  to  be  forwarded  to  paoys    aer- 

vants   to   fate 

Bantam  from  the  Coast  of  Coromandel  and  Surat,  would  protection. 
make  up  a  stock,  estimated  at  i^40,000.     Mr.   Turner  was 
appointed  Chief  atBahtam,  with  aCouncil,  and  accompanied  by 
Factors,  Writers,  and  Apprentices,  and  intrusted  with  a  letter 
VOL.  II.  2  E  from 

(i)-^Letter  from  the  Court  to  the  Agent  and  Council  at  Bantam^  4th  October  166?: 
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^SfJJJ*  fr^^  King  Charles  II.  to  the  King  of  Bantam,  and  a  present 
1667  •>  68.  of  three  brass  cannon,  and  accoutrements,  Talued  at  ^1,500, 
to  request  his  protection  to  the  East«India  Company ;  and 
with  letters,  also,  from  the  Court,  expressing  their  resolution  to 
cultivate  his  friei^dship  : — ^these  letters  were  accompanied  with 
a  quantity  of  arms  and  cloth,  either  to  be  sold  to  the  King  of 
Bantam,  or,  from  time  to  time,  given  in  small  presents,  to 
conciliate  his  &vor : — similar  letters  and  presents  were  sent 
to  the  King  of  Jambee. 

This  fleet  had  orda*s  to  sail  in  company,  and  to  endeavour 
to  arrive  at  Bantam  at  the  same  time,  that  their  appearance 
might  make  an  impression  on  the  Natives,  of  the  large  scale 
upon  which  the  Company  intended,  in  future,  to  conduct  that 
trade ; — ^the  orders  to  the  captains  were,  to  avoid  aU  quarrels 
with  the  Dutch  ;  but  if  they  met  with  opposition,  to  make  the 
most  vigorous  resistance,  and,  if  overpowered  by  superior 
force,  to  take  protests,  in  the  manner  already  specified. 

An  Agent,  also,  was  this  season  appointed,  with  a  stock 
of  ^10,000,  to  proceed  to  Maccassar;  but  should  the  wars, 
between  the  Dutch  and  the  Natives  of  the  Spice  Islands,  still 
subsist,  the  English  were  to  confine  their  opa^ations  to  the 
protection  of  their  own  trade,  and  not  to  risk  the  stock,  in 
situations  where  such  wars  might  render  trade  hazardous. 
Pint  order  of         This  disuatch  furnishes  a  novel  and  interestinir  event,  or 

the  Court  to  *^  , 

import  teas,    the  fi^st  ordcT  of   East-India  Cmnpany  to  their  Agent  at 
Bantam,    '^  to  send  home,  by  these  ships,  1001b.  waight  of 

''  the 
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**  the  best  tey  (tea)  that  you  can  gett*'; — a  cutjumstance   ^5!^^ 
the  nuire  memorable^  from  this  article  havings  in  subsequent  1667 -6®- 
times^  become  the  principal  import  from  Chfaia^  and  the  most 
▼aluable  branch  of  the  Compan/s  trade.<^> 

The  commercial  enterprizes  of  the  Company,  in  this  J^^  ^^^^^ 
season,  were  extended,   if  not  to  new,    at  least  to  ports  from  sSw.   *^ 
which,  for  many  years,  the  Dutch  had  excluded  them.    The 
Company  had  formerly  attempted  trade  at  Sumatra,     and 
obtained  a  proportion  of  pepper,   to  counteract  the  monopoly 
of  the  Dutch  at  Java,  and  they  now  resolved  to  revive  this 
trade,  and  therefore  sent  the  Zant  frigate,  and  a  stock  of 
^£3,000,  under  the  charge  of  Mr.  Newman,  the  supercargo, 
with  instructions  to  re-open  the  trade  at  Sumatra,  particularly 
at  Priaman  and  Tekoo ;  but,  in  the  event  of  his  not  being  able 
to  obtain  pepper  at  those  ports,  he  was  to  proceed  to  Bantam, 
jfill  up  his  tonnage,  and  return  thence  direct  to  £ngland.<^ 

2£2  The 

(l)«-l4tter  from  the  Coart  to  the  Agtnt  and  Acten  at  Bantam,  34th  Jooaary 
1067'^'—-*  ^^^  ^m  the  Court  to  the  King  of  Bantam,  34th  January  l667-6S« 
—  Letter  finom  King  Charles  IL  to  the  King  of  Bantam,  38th  January  1607-68,— - 
(Note.)  Mr.  Wisiet,  in  hit  **  Compendium  of  East-India  Affairs/'  mentions,  that  the 
Conrt  bad  oidered  the  Secretary,  in  August  1664  and  in  1666,  to  obtdn  small  quantities 
of  tea,  asapfeaant  to  His  Mqestjr;  but  the  lettisr,  above  quoted,  to  Bantam,  34th 
Januarjr  10^-6Bj  appears  to  be  the  first  pvi&ofder  from  the  Court  for  the  importation 
of  tea  into  England. 

(3)— Instructioiia  of  the  Court  tollr*  Thomas  Newman,  for  his  voyage  to  Sumatra, 
37di  litfdi  iOM.«*«-«  IJetter  fifom  the  Court  to  the  Agent  and  Factors  at  Bantiim,  37th 
lfan|il008. 
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CHAP,  11.  ■ 

1667-68.  The  transactions  of  the  foreign  Settlements  of  the  Cobi^ 

Gcrvase  Lu-  P^ny,  in  1667-68,  furnished  only  a  continuation  of  the  mea- 

i>ay,  commu"  surcs  which  had  been  adopted  in  the  preceding  season;     When. 

Secretary  of  Sir  Gervase  Lucas  took  charge  of  the  Government  of  Bombay^ 

George  Ox-  ^^^  whcn  the  Unhappy  misunderstanding  prevailed  between. 

him  and  Sir  George  Oxinden,  the  Company's  President  at 

Surat,  the  King's  and  Company's  interests  were  unhappily  at 

variance  with  each  other,  and  could  not  be  affected  by  the 

events  which  had  taken  place  in  Europe,^  either  in  consequence 

of  the  Treaty  of  Breda,  or  of  the  grant  of  the  Island  of 

Bombay  to  the  Company  j  the  Presidency  of  Surat,  also,  could 

not  have  learned  the  resolution  of  the  Company,  to  revive  the. 

trade,  by  large  fands  and  equipments ;   hence,  in  the  west  of 

India,  we  have  only  to  trace  the  series  of  events  at  Bombay 

and  at  Surat,  as  they  affected  the  King's  or  the  Company's 

interests. 

It  would  appear,  that,  early  in  this  year,  an  explanation 
had  taken  place,  on  the  subjects  in  dispute  between  Sir 
Gervase  Lucas  and  Sir  Greorge  Oxinden,  and  that  the  efibrts 
of  both  were  directed  to  promote  His  Majesty's  and  the 
Company's  interests: — ^the  death  of  Sir  Gervase  Lucas,, 
however,  on  the  21st  May  1667^  again  involved  the  Govern- 
ment of  Bombay  in  embarrassing  circumstances.  Sir  Gorge' 
Oxinden  communicated  to  Lord  Arlington  the  circumst^ce 
of  Sir  Gervase  Lucas's  death,  and,  at  the  same  time^  iofonnecl 
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bim  of  the  reconciliation  wbich  had  taken  place  between  them^  chap.  it. 
previously  to  this  fatal  events  and  his  regret  for  the  loss  to  1667-68. 
the  public^  of  an  officer,  whose  exertions  and  pr<>bity  had  been 
highly  honorable. 

When  Sir  Gervase  Lucas  assumed  the  Government  of  The  appoint- 

ment  of  Mr. 

Bombay,  he  appointed  Captain  Henry  Gary  to  be  Deputy  Gary,  to  be 

Deputy  Go- 
Governor,  and  this  officer  seems  to  have  proceeded  on  the  vernorof 

Bombiy,  op 


same  plan  with  his  predecessor,  or  that  of  ascertaining  the  ppaedbyMr. 

wOOKO* 

Roy^  rights  in  the  Island,  and  improving  its  revenue  and  trade. 
In  the  preceding '  season,  Sir  Gervase  Lucas  had  dismissed 
Mr.  Cooke,  for  having  appropriated  part  of  the  revenues  to 
his  own  use,  and  endeavoured  •  to  defraud  the  heir  of  Sir 
Abraham  Shipman ;  on  this  event,  Mr.  Cooke  had  gone  toGoa, 
and  placed  himself  under  the  protection  of  the  Jesuits  : — on 
hearing  of  the  death  of  Sir  Gervase  Lucas,  Mr.  Cooke,  by 
letter,  addressed  Mr.  Gary,  and  claimed  his  right  to  succeed 
to  the  Government :  this  Mr-  Gary  and  his  Council  rejected, 
which  brought  Mn  Cooke  to  Bundera,  on  the  Island  of 
Salsette,  at  which  he  endeavoured  to  assemble  a  force,  assisted 
by  the  Jesuits,  to  re-establish  himself  in  the  Island  of  Bom- 
bay : — ^Mr.  Gary  proclaimed  •  him  a  rebel  and  a  traitor,  and  he 
was  refused  any  countenance  or  protection  from  Sir  George 
Oxinden. 

These  mixed  transactions^  however,  would  be  of  inferior- 
consequence,  if  the  source  of'  them  could  not  be  traced  to  an. 
event,  which  took  place  during  the  administration  of   Sir 

Gervase 
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CH^^^IL  Gervase  Lucas.  At  the  time  wiien  Mr.  Cooke  acceded  to  the 
1667-68.  terms^  upon  which  the  Viceroy  of  Goa  agreed  to  cede 
the  Island^  either  he  had  not  examined  the  rights  to  the  lands 
held  of  the  Crown  of  Portugal  by  the  inhabitants^  or  he  had 
omsidered  that  the  ascertaining  of  those  rights  would  become 
a  source  of  emolument  to  himself: — ^the  Jesuits'  CoUege  at 
Bundera  claimed  a  considerable  extent  of  land^  and  of  rights^ 
in  the  Island,  which  Sir  Gervase  Lucas  refused  to  admit ;  on 
which  they  had  recourse  to  force : — ^this,  the  Governor  con* 
ceived  to  be  an  act  of  treason  against  EQs  Majesty's  Grovem- 
ment,  and  dedared  the  lands  and  rights  to  be  forfeited  to  the 
King ;  a  decision  which  explainsthe  reception  and  encourage*^ 
ment  given  to  Mr.  Cooke  by  the  Jesuits  of  Bundera ;  Mr. 
Gary,  therefore,  proclaimed  Mr.  Cooke  a  traitor,  and  Sir 
Geoige  Oxinden  refused  to  receive  or  encourage  him  at  the 
Factory  of  Surat.  The  whole  of  these  parties  referred  the 
matters  in  ^pute,  by  letters,  to  the  King,  to  the  Lord 
Chancellor,  and  to  die  Secretary  of  State;  and  Mr.  Gary 
determined  to  maintain  his  right  to  the  administration  of  the 
Idbad,  till  the  King^s  pleasure  should  be  known. 
Mr.    Gary't  Jq  making  these  communications  to  the  Kin^  and  to  the 

^enues  of  Secretary  of  State,  Mr.  Gary  transmitted  a  statement  of  the 
revenues  of  the  Island,  as  improved  by  Sir  Gervase  Lucas  and 
hims^:— this  statement  is  the  more  interesting,  as  it  ascer- 
tains  the  vahie  of  the  grant  of  Bombay,  as  made  by  the  King 
to  the  East-Lidia  Company,  and  k  as  follows ; 

Rent 
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Rent  of  Mazagon 9,300  0  40                     1667-68 

Mahim 4,797  2  45 

Pai^la 2,377  1  66 

Vadda ...    1,738  0  40 

Sion 790  0  60 

Ven^y 571  1  34 

Bombaim 6,344  2  6^1 

^25,920  1  18 

Bent  of  the  Tobacco  Stanck  or  Farme 9,550  0  00 

Rent  of  the  Tarmis 2,400  0  00 

The  Account  of  Customes 18,000  0  00 

The  Account  of  Coconutts 18,000  0  00 

Xeraphbs . .  73,870  1  18 
More  may  be  advanced . .    1,129  1  62 

Total,  Xeraphins . .  75,000  0  00 


Which,  at  thirteen  Xeraphins  for  22s.  6d. 
sterling,  amounts  to. 


I     5^6,490  17*.  9rf. 


To  this  account  of  the  revenue,  Mr.  Gary  subjoined^  in 
his  letter  to  the  King,  the  state  of  the  Treasury  at  the  time,, 
and  the  measures  he  had  taken,  by  laying  in  provisions,  and 
adding  such  men  to  the  garrison,  as  he  could  draw  together,, 
for  its  defence : — the  amount  of  treasure  was  16,000  Xeraphins,. 
or  ^1,384,  and  the  numbers  of  the  garrison  were  two  hun* 

dred 
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w^^^'   ^^^^  ^^^  eighty-five ;  but  these  were  composed,  principally^ 
1667-68.  of  French,  Portuguese,  and  Natives,  there  being  only  ninety- 
three  English,  officers  included.^) 
Pbianaand  The  preceding  view  of  the  state  of  Bombay,    at  this 

from  Au-      juncture,  connected  with  the  misunderstanding^  and  reconcili- 
^^trnn?  ^^^  ation  of  Sir  Gervase  Lucas  and  Sir  George  Oxinden,  explains 
EdkIiA  at**^  the  reason,  why  the  President  and  Council  of  Surat  declined 
v^T^ccni  *^^  ^^y  interference  with  the  King's  officers  and  servants  at  Bom*- 
bay,  and  rather  turned  their  attention  to  obtain  new  privileges 
at  Surat,  and  in  its  dependencies.     In  this  year.  Sir  George 
Oxinden,  availing  himself  of  the  services  he  had  rendered  to 
the  Mogul  Government,  in  repelling  the  attack  of  Sevagee, 
continued  his  applications  to  Aurungzebe,    and  obtained  a 
Phirmaund,  dated  25th  June  1667,  which  reduced  the  customs, 
payable  by  the  English,  from  three  to  two  per  cent.  : — ^In  the 
preamble  to  this  Phirmaund,  the  Emperor  referred  to  the  ser- 
vices of  the  English,  as  his  motive  for  granting  the  privilege ;  but 
It  is  remarkable,  that  the  concession  of  exacting  two  instead  of 

three 

(1) — ^Letter  from  Sir  George  Oxinden  to  Lord  Arlington,  dated  Surat,  34tb  June 
l667-~*—  Correspondence  between  Mr.  Ck>oke  and  Captain  Gary,  and  the  Officers  at 
Bombay,  gth  and  30th  August,  and  8th,  gth,  and  lOth  October  I66f .— -  Proclamation 

ef  Captain  Gary,  declaring  Cooke  a  Traitor,  15(h  October  i667. Letter  from  Mr. 

Gary  to  the  King,  dated  Bombay,  12th  December  1667.* — -  letter  frbm  Mr.  Gary  to 

the  Earl  of  Clarendon,  dated  Bombay,  12th  December  1667, Letter  from  Mr..  Gary 

to  Lord  Arlington,  dated  Bombay,  12th  December  1 567. Statement  of  the  Revenues 

of  (he  Island  of  Bombay,  incloaed  in  the  preceding  letters.——  (East-India  Papers  in 
the  State  Paper  Office,  Nos.  243,  245,  246,  248,  249.} 
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tlu-ee  rupees  m  tbe  hundred^  is  explained  to  be  1^  plaeiag  tbe    chap.  if. 
Ei^fish  in  the  same  ftiTored  situation  which  the  Dutch  had  166^-68; 
enjoyed^  though,  on  the  invasion  of  Sevagee,  the  Dutch  had 
not  assisted,  to  repel  his  depredations/^) 

Fort  St.  George,  in  this  season,  appears  to  ha^e  cion-  ?il  Edward 

^'^  Winter  gap- 

tinued  under  the  power  of  Sir  Edward  Winter,    add  it  is  portedbyOo- 

*  ^  remor  Gaiy, 

remarkable,  that  when  he  first  imprisoned  Mr.  Foxcroft,  under  '?  **"  asurpa- 

'  ■  ^  tion   of    the 

l^e  pretext  of  having  uttered  seditious  expressions  against  the  ^^^^Dment 
King's  Government,  instead  of  applying  to- Sir  George  Okin**  ®^'B®* 
Aen,  for  approbation  or  advice,  he  opened  a  communication 
with  Mr.  Cooke,  (at  that  time  the  King's  G^emor  of  Bom- 
bay,) for  his  assistance:    It  does  not  appear,  however,  that  any^ 
eommunications  took  place  between  Sir  Edward  Winter  and 
Sir  Gervase  Lucas,  yet  no  sooner  was  Mr.  Gary  Governor  of 
BombUy,  than  we  find  him  approving  of  Sir  Edward  Winter's 
conduct,  and  issuing  a  proclamation  against  Mr.  Foxcroft  and 
bis  adherents,  whom  he  described  to  be  rebels  and  trsiitors^ 
i^gainst  the  Kong's  Government ;  a  circumstance  which  shews, 
Ihat  both  Sir  Edward  Winter  and  Mr.  Gary  had  in  view,  to 
continue  themselves  in  the  administration  of  their  respective 
€rovemments,  on  the  ground  of  loyalty  to  the  King.     This 
explains  the  motives  of  Sir  Edward  Winter  and  his  Council, 
not  only  for  continuing  in  their  resistance  to  the  orders  of  the 
VOL.  11-  2  F  Court, 

(J)— Copy  of  Phirmaand  from  Auruogzebe,  in  favor  of  tbe  £oglUbj  reducing  their 
Costomi  from  three  to  two  per  cent.,  dated  25tb  Jane  1667*-*(MSS.  in  the  Indian  Regis- 
ter  Office,  ? o).  xxr.  No.  232] .) 
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^^J'^/  Court,  but  for  rejecting  the  propositions  of  the  Agent  at  Ma- 
1667-68,  sulipatam,  founded  on  the  King's  commission,  requiring  the 
liberation '  of  Mr.  Foxcroft,  and  the  Testing  him  with  the 
administration  at  Madras.  These  orders  Sir  Edward  Winter 
and  his  Council  treated  as  gross  forgeries,  intended  to  betray 
them  into  a  derdiiction  of  their  duty,  and  instead  of  enter- 
ing into  any  proofs  of  such  forgeries,  returned  to  the  charge 
against  Mr.  Foxcroft,  of  treason  to  the  King;  and  as- 
serted, that  the  Company  must  ascribe  the  failure  in  the 
sale  of  their  exports,  particularly  the  lead,  (used  for  the 
defence  of  the  Fort)  to  their  haying  listened  to  the  misre- 
presentations which  had  been  made  of  Sir  Edward  Win- 
ter's conduct; — and  that,  to  the  same  cause,  they  must 
ascribe  the  want  of  an  investment  from  the  Fort  this  season, 
it  being  impracticable  to  provide  one,  because  Sir  Greorge 
Oxinden  had  withheld  both  the  stock,  and  the  Court's 
instructions  on  that  subject;  proceedings  which  had  com- 
pelled him  to  send,  through  His  Majesty's  Governor  at  Bom- 
bay, information  of  the  actual  state  of  the  Company's  affairs 
at  the  Fort.  Under  all  these  difficulties,  however.  Sir  Edward 
Winter  expressed  his  determination  to  adhere  to  his  loyalty  to 
the  King,  and  to  his  duty  to  the  Company,  and  to  resist  every 
attempt  which  the  Dutch  might  make  on  the  garrison,  till 
he  should  receive  His  Majesty's  commands,  and  instructions 
from  the  Court  of  Directors.<^> 

There 

(1) — (Copj.)    Proclamation  of  Captain  Gary,  Governor  of  Bombay,  against  Mr. 

Foxcroft 


Digitized  by 


Google 


EAST-INDIA     COMPANY.  219 

There  does  not  remain  in  the   Company's  records,  any   9^^^; 
document,  to  shew  that  the  Agent  and  Council  of  Bantam  1667 -68. 
had  received  information,  either  of  the  Treaty  of  Breda,  of 
the  grant  of  Bombay  by  the  King  to  the  Company,  or  (what 
was  of  more  importance  to  them)  the  enlarged  equipment  and 
fimds  upon  which  it  had  been  resolved  to  revive    the  trade 
at  that  place,  and  at  Maccassar,  and  therefore  the  situatiim. 
of  the  Southern  settlements  of  the  Company  were,  during  this 
season,  unknown  to  the  Court. 

Foxcroft  and  his  Adherents^  at  Fort  St.  6eoige>  8th  Aagott  J  667*— '(East-India  Papen 
In  the  State  Paper  Office^  No.  244).——  Letter  from  Sir  Edward  Wintar^  at  Fort  St. 
Gwrge,  to  the  Ck>urt^  29th  October  1667. 
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1668-69. 


CHAP.  II.  Tvle  relations  betiw'eeB  EdQglftnd  aa4i  the  MaritiiBe  Powers 

1668-69.  ^^ere^  ftt  tfaas  Juncture,  eonsteLoilf  r^aymg;  and  these  varia- 

Memoriai  of     ,  -      ,  ,  /»    i        ■■•         ^ 

the  Court  to  ito^s  OB^  ^B  laflu^^oe  upoQ  tbe  proceedm^  of  tbe  Londaa 

the  Privv 

Council,  re-  East-India  Company,  both  at  home  and  abroad. 

questing^  ex- 

pianationa  bf  The  Treaty  of  Breda,  (referred  to  in  the  preceding  season,) 

Breda,  and    havii^  )eft  the  Dutch  in  possession  of  the  Islands  of  Polaroon 

decision  of 

the  Council    and  Damm,  and  the  London  Compa&y  expqeed  to  encroach^ 

on  the  sub- 
ject, ments  on  their  settlements,  and  on  theii  trade,  gave  rise  to 

new  questions,  which  were  not  distinctly  solved  in  the  terms 
of  the  Treaty  of  Commerce,  or  "  Treaty  Marine,^^  between 
England  and  the  States  General.  Though  the  terms  regarding 
Europe,  were  sufficiently  explicit,  or  "  that  the  produce  of  Ger« 
"  many,  passing  by  rivers  thn>ugh  Holland,  was  to  be  deemed 
^^  the  produce  of  Holland,"  and  though  commissioners  were  to 
be  appointed,  to  judge  on  all  commercial  disputes,  and  neither 
of  the  contracting  parties  (though  they  might  carry  on  their 
i^ommerce  freely),  were  to  supply  the  enemies  of  the  other 
with  naval  or  military  stores,  this  general  provision  did  not 
sufficiently  apply  to  the  relative  circumstances  of  the  English 
and  Dutch,  in  the  East-Indies  j — the  Court  of  Directors,  there- 
fore, presented  a  memorial  to  the  Lords  Committees  for  Trade^ 

on 
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en  the  points  applicable  to  the  East-India  Company,  "  which  ?^^J'JI' 
^^  were  either  doubtful,  impracticable  or  miprovided  for,  in  the  1668-69. 
*^  Treaty  Marine."  The  substance  of  this  memorial,  with  the 
remarks  of  the  Lords  of  Trade  on  it ;  is, — ^that  it  was  doubtful 
by  the  dghtib  article  <^  the  treaty^  whether  such  ships  as  did 
not  trade  in  contraband  goods,  or  to  an  enemy's  port,  w^re 
obliged  to  have  certificates  or  not,  and  that  there  was  a  mate- 
rial rariation^  in  the  form  of  the  English  and  Dutch  certificates, 
required  by  the  eighth  artide ;  on  which  their  Lordship's  ob- 
served, ^^  that  the  form  of  the  certificate  i^iould  be  made  equals 
^^  in  every  circumstance,  or  rather,  that  traffique  and  com- 
^<  merce  H%ht  be  maaaged  without  any  certificates  at  all.^' 
The  Court  faarther  stated,  that  the  words  in  the  treaty,  ^^  be- 
^^  sieged,  blocked  \x^^  or  invested,"  required  a  specific  expla- 
nation, or  else  a  few  ships,  lying  before  any  place,  on  any  pre- 
tence, might  hinder  all  commerce : — to  which  observation  their 
Lordships  assented,  and  agreed,  diat  a  specific  explanation 
was  necessary.  On  the  sabject  of  the  particulars  not  provided 
for  by  the  treaty,  the  Court  suggested,  ^^  that  either  Ccmipany, 
^^  faaving  a  fwt  or  castle  on  any  coast,  country,  or  river,  should 
^^  not  hinder  the  other  Company  from  trading  with  the  natives, 
^  or  firom  passing  such  river,  though  under  the  command  of  the 
*^  otihfersfOTtor  castle  :"-«*-to  which  their  Lordship's  assented;  as 
liiey  likewise  did  to  the  articles  which  the  Court  proposed,  "  that 
*f  if  either  Company  dbould  have  a  oraitract  for  the  sok  buying 
^  cf  any  commodity  from  the  natives,  it  should  not  hinder  the 

other 
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CHARH.  <<  other  Company  from  trading  with  them^  and  that  such  trade 
1668-69.  ^^  should  not  be  interrupted ; — ^that  neither  Company  should  fur- 
*^  nish  the  enemies  of  the  other,  with  whom  they  might  aerially 
^^  be  at  war,  with  ships  of  war  or  soldiers ; — ^and  that  the  passes 
^^  of  each  Company,  legally  and  properly  signed,  should  be 
'^  mutually  respected  by  the  Commanders,  Agents,  or  Factors, 
''  of  the  other/' 

This  memorial  of  the  Court  of  Directors,  with  the  obser- 
vations of  the  Lords  of  Trade  on  it,  was  submitted  to  the  con- 
sideration of  His  Majesty  in  Council,  on  the  15th  July  1668 ; 
and,  after  a  full  discussion,  it  was  ordered,  ^^  that  instructions 
"  should  be  given  to  Sir  William  Temple,  who  was  going  to 
^^  Holland,  as  Ambassador  to  the  States  General,  to  insist 
"  upon  the  modification  of  the  Treaty  Marine,  according  to 
"  the  points  specified  in  the  Court's  memorial.^) 
Instructions  This  resolution  of  the  King  in  Council,  though  satisfac* 

Oxindea  on  tory,  with  rcspcct  to  the  line  of  conduct  which  the  Company's 
shipping  and  settlements  were  to  observe  in  the  East-Indies, 
the  Court  considered  to  be  a  temporary  expedient  only ;  and 
this  opinion  they  drew  from  the  Triple  Alliance,  between 
England,  Holland,  and  Sweden,  which  was  formed  at  this  time, 
with  the  object  of  preserving  the  Barrier  of  the  Netherlands;  and 
from  a  Treaty  of  Peace  having  taiken  place,  between  F^unce 

and 

(1)— Order  of  Connctl,  rdatiye  to  th«  Alterations  desired  by  the  East-India  Com- 
pany in  the  Treaty  Marine  with  Holland,  15th  July  l608«~(£aft-India  Rveri  in  the 
State  Paper  Office,  No.  2^). 
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and  Spain,  notwithstanding  this  Barrier  had  been  narrowed^  chap.  ii. 
and/  of  course,  opportunities  for  farther  encroachments  af-  1668  769. 
forded  to  the  French  Monarchy : — ^the  Court,  therefore,  gave 
it  as  their  opinion  to  Sir  Greorge  Oxinden  and  the  Council  of 
SuBAT,that  though  negotiations  were  still  proceeding  between 
the  European  Powers,  it  was  impossible  to  foresee  whether 
they  would  terminate  in  a  system  of  peace,  or  in  the  renewal 
of  hostilities.  <*> 

Connected  with  this '  general  view  of  the  Company's  si- 
tuation, in  Europe,  were  die  large  funds  and  equipments  of 
the  French  Company,  at  this  juncture  acting  immediately  un* 
der  the  protection  of  Louis  XTV.,  who  had  made  considerable 
advances  of  money  for  its  support ; — ^the  Presidency  of  Surat, 
therefore,  were  to  be  careful,  in  avoiding  all  interferences  with 
a  competitor  in  the  Indian  markets,  which  might  lead  to 
troublesome  questions  in  Europe,  between  the  two  CroWns.  (^ 

While  Bombay  was  a  dependency  of  the  Crown,  the  Equipmentg 

and  stock  foi 

events  regarding  it  necessarily  preceded  the  instructions  of  Sumt  and 

Bombay. 

the  Court  to  the  President  and  Coimcil  of  Surat,  because  a 
leading  part  of  them  was  to  conform  to  the  King's  views 
respecting  that  Island,  and  to  advance  money,  from  time  to 
time,  to  His  Majesty's  officers;  but,  after  Bombay  had  been 
granted  by  the  King  to  the  Company,  and  the  President  of 

Surat 

())— Letter  from  the  Court  to  the  President  and  Coancil  of  Snrat^  4ih  August  l668» 
(3)— Letter  from  the  Court  to  the  President  and  Council  of  Surat^  lOth  March 
lQ6%6g. 
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CHAP.  II.  Starat  appointed  its  Governor^  and  one  of  tfte  Couicil^  of  his 
166&-^.  selection.  Deputy  Governor,  to  reside  in  BobAmlj,  and  to 
take  his  instructions  and  orders  fixnn  Sorat,  the  measoves^ 
rrhich  the  Court  annually  prescribed  to  the  President  and 
C!ouncil  must  necessarily  precede  die  subordinate  orders  whichi 
were  conveyed^  through  tiiem,  ta  the  Deputy  Gorenior  of 
Bombay  and  has  Council    ^ 

The  Court,  in  this  season  (1668-69),  signified  to  the 
President  and  Council  of  Srurat,  tiieir  determination  to  per- 
severe in  enlarging  their  system  of  trade  on  the  West  of 
India,  and  their  opinion^  that  measures  should  be  taken  for 
re-opening  liie  trade  to  jI^bssia. 

The  equipments  int^ulbd  for  Sorat  amoonted)  to  tnreibe 
hundred  tons^  of  shipping,  and  the  stock,  in  goods  and  mcmey, 
was  estimated  at  ^ST^^OOO : — IMb  tonnage  is.  subsequently 
explained  to  be  divided  among  thcee  ships,  and  the  stock  to 
amount  to  ^^5^000,  of  which  the  proportion  of  broad-cloths, 
(the  staple  of  the  kingdom,)  was  considerable,  mth  orders 
to  make  every  eSbrt  to  promote  the  sale  of  them : — iiie 
other  articles  were  tin,  to  be  sold  at  prime  cost>  with  simple 
interest,  and  a  considerable  quantity  of  sheets  coj^r;  the 
remainder  in  bullion  :— ^it  was  directed,  that  the  investment' 
should  con»st  of  Surat^  cloths,  and-  as  large  a-  proportion  am 
could'  be  obtained,  of  Malabar  Pepper,  at  the  ports  of  which 
Coast  (Carwar,  Calicut,  Porcat,  &c.)  Agf^nciies  were  to  be 
established,  as  wdl  as  at:  the.  other  ports  of  the  Native  Princes 

Ml 
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or  States^  to  which  the  Company  had  not  hitherto  traded : —  ^^^^'J^l' 
these  Agents  were  to  purchase   goods  from  the  Native  in-  1668 -69, 
land  merchants^  and  not  to  be  deterred  by  the  Dutch ,  though 
they  might  have  Factories  at  the  ports  at  which  such  Agencies 
might  be  formed.  (*> 

For  several  years^  the  Company  had^  in  a  great  measure,  Mr.  Roit 

^^  appointed 

relinquished  the  Persian  trade,  Hnd  the  only  intercourse  with  Agent  in  Per- 

•ia»  under  i^- 

that  country  was  by  an  Agent,  remaining  at  Gombroon,  to  stnictiomto 
keep  up  their  claim  to  the  moiety  of  the  customs  at  that  port,  t'^de. 
In  this  season,  the  Court  appointed  Mr.  Rolt  to  be  Agent 
in  Persia,  and  to  take  charge  of  their  trade  and  interests 
in  that  kingdom ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  he  was  to  receive  his 
instructions  from  the  President  and  Council  of  Surat,  who 
were  also  directed  to  make  an  estimate  of  the  number  and 
kind  of  armed  vessels  which  would  be  required  in  the  Persian 
Gulf,  to  protect  trade,  and  to  enforce  the  payment  of  the 
cdstoms  at  Gombroon.  (^> 

The  Court,  in  this  season,  appointed  Sir  George  Oxinden  Sir  Geoiigo 

Oxinden  ap« 

to  be  Governor  and  Commander-in-Chief  at  Bombay,  with  pointed  Go- 
vernor and 
power  to  nominate  a  Deputy  Governor  from  his  Council,  to  Commander- 

*  *      ^  ^  in-chief  of 

Preside  on  the  Island,  with  such  assistants  as  the  service  might  Bombaj. 
require : —  but  the  transactions  of   this  Deputy  and  of  his 
Council  w&e  to  be  under  the  control  of  the  President  and 
Coilncil  of  Surat. 

VOL.  II.  2G  Having 

(I)— Letter  from  the  Court  to  the  President  and  Coancil  of  Sarat,  4th  Aagoit  1668. 
(!2)~Letter  from  the  Court  to  the  President  and  Council  of  Sunt,  totb  March 
1668U6$. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


226  ANNALS    OF  TH£   HONOEABLE 

CHAP^.  HaTiDg  made  the    requisite   appointments  for  the  ad* 

1668-69.  ministration  of  Bombay,    the    Court    framed   the  following 

Regulations 

for  the  Go-  general  regidations,  with  the  view  of  rendering  the  Island  an 

verntnent   of 

Bombay.  English  colony  : — ^the  fort,  or  castle,  was  to  be  enlarged  and 
strengthened  ;  a  town  was  to  be  built  on  a  regular  plan,  and 
to  be  so  situated,  as  to  be  under  the  protection  of  the  fort ; 
inhabitants,  chiefly  English,  were  to  be  encouraged  to  settle 
in  it,  and  to  be  exempted,  for  five  years,  from  thci  payment 
of  customs  : — ^the  following  artides  were  to  be  p^manently 
exempted  from  the  payment  of  duties,  viz.  cadlicoes  manu- 
factured in  Bombay;  raw,  wroi^ht^  and  thrown  silks; 
cottcm  yarn ;  bullion  (gold  and  silver)  ;  jewels,  bezoar  stones, 
loiusk,  amber,  and  ambergrease :— the  revenues  of  the  Island 
(amounting,  according  to  Mr.  Gary's  estimate,  to  ^6,490  per 
annum),  were  to  be  improved,  without  imposing  any  diseou«> 
raging  taxes ;  the  Protestant  religicai  was  to  be  favoured,  but 
no  unnecessary  restraints  imposed  upon  the  inhabitants,  who 
might  profess  a  different  faith;  manufactures  of  all  sorts 
of  cottons  and  silks  were  td  be  encouraged,  and  looms  pro* 
vided  for  the  settlers ;  a  harbour,  with  docks,  was  to  be  con- 
structed ;  a  proportion  of  soldiers,  with  their  wires  and 
families,  were  annually  to  be  sent  from  England ;  and  an 
armed  vessel,  of  about  one  hundred  and  eighty  tons,  was  to  be 
stationed  at  Bombay  for  the  protection  of  the  Island  and  €^ 

its  trade.t*> 

The 

(1)— Letter  from  (he  Cpuit  to  the  Presidont  and  Coancil  of  Sarat,  24Ui  August 

1008. 
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The  resdatioa  which  the  Court  of  Directors  had  taken^  in   chap.  ii. 
the  preceding  year,  to  extend  their  trade^  and  enlarge  their  16^B-69. 
equipments  to  the  Coromandel  Coast^  was   not  shaken  or  and  stock  for 

-  J    J      .  -  .  theCoroinan- 

altered  during  this  season,  notwithstanding  the  uncertainty  ciei  Coast  ea* 

larged. 

whether  Sir  Edward  Winter  had  yielded  to  their  orders  and 
to  the  commands  of  the  King,  signified  by  his  commission^ 
to  release  Mr.  Foxcroft  from  imprisonment,  and  to  rest  him 
with  the  administration  of  the  Company's  affiiirs  at  Fort  St. 
George. 

It  was  the  practice  of  the  C!ourt,  to  form  an  estimate  of 
the  shipping  and  stock  proposed  to  be  sent  to  each  of  their 
Settlements  abroad,  at  the  commenc^nent  of  the  season,  and 
to  dispatch  the  smallest  of  the  vessels,  with  information  of 
their  resolutions,  and  of  the  stations  to  which  the  ships  were  to 
be  consigned,  and  the  proportions  of  the  stock  applied,  for 
obtaining  the  investment  : — ^the  projected  equipments  of  this 
season,  for  the  Coromandel  Coast,  were  four  ships,  and  the 
estimated  stock  ^90,000  ; — ^the  appropriation  of  this  sum 
was,  one-fourth  of  the  bulUon,  or  ^24,000,  for  the  Bengal 
trade,  and  <3gl0,000  for  the  trade  from  the  Coast  to  Ban- 
tam. As  the  season  advanced,  the  shippii^  were  encreased 
to  five  sail  (or  the  Castle  Frigate^  the  Antelope,  the  Mom* 
ing  Star,  the  John  and  Martha^  and  the  Crown),  and  the 
stock;   consisting  partly  of  broad-clotlis,  and  of   tin,  quick- 

2  G  2  silver, 

\66S,  and  lOth  March  1688-69.——  Letter  from  the  Court  to  the  Chief  and  Council  ^t 
Bombay^  10th  March  1668-69. 
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^^^^PJT.    silver^  &c.  but  chiefly  of  bullion  and  foreign  coins^  amounted 
1668.69.  to  i€l03,000,  applied  as  follows ;  the  proportion  for  Hughly, 
or  Bengal,  to  be  one  quarter  part  of  the  bullion,  and  a  con- 
siderable part  of  the  broad-cloths   and  lead,  which,  with  the 
sum   this  Agency  was  allowed  to  borrow  on  interest,  it  was 
estimated  would  furnish  it  with  a  stock  of  ^34,000 ;    and  it 
w^  calculated,  that  the  proportion  to  be  vested  in  Coromandel 
goods,   to  be  sent  to  the   Bantam  and  Maccassar    Settle- 
ments,  would  amount  to  ^10,000.     It  was  expected  by  the 
Court,  with  these  funds,   not  only    that  a  large  assortment 
of  Coast  goods  might  be  purchased  for  the  Europe  market^ 
but  that  the  investment   might  be  encreased,  by  the  quan- 
tities of  silks,   tafiaties,  and  saltpetre,  obtained  in  Bengal; 
by  the  pepper  accumulated  at  Bantam  and  Jambee,  and  by 
the  finer  spices   procured  at  Maccassar,  and  the   adjoining 
countries  and  Islands.<^> 
EiUbiish-  jjie  Court,  at  this  time,  first  took  into,  its  oonsidera- 

mcnt  of  pj-  '  ' 

lotf  for  the  tion  the  difficulties  of  the  navigation  of  the  Ganges,  from 

navigation  of  &  o     ^ 

the  Ganges.  f\yQ  importance  of  maintaining  the  trade  between  that  river 
and  Fort  St.  George :— considerable  expences  had  been  in- 
curred, as  well  as  risks,  in  carrying  the  Europe  goods  up  to 
Hughly,  and  in  bringing  down  the  investment  from  that  place, 
to  be  put  on  board  the  ships  at  the  mouth  of  the  river ; 
orders,   therefore,  were    given    to  the  Agent   at   Hughjly, 

to 

(1)— Letters  from  the  Court  to  the  Agent  and  Coancil  of  Fort  St.  George^  26th 
October  and  20tb  November  l668. 
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to  build  a  pinnace,  to  be  manned  with,  intelligent  seamen,  en«  chap.  ir. 
^aged  from  the  Indiamen,  who  were  to  be  formed  into  a  class  of  1668  -  69. 
pilots,  whose  duty  it  should  be  to  take  charge  of  the  Company's 
ships  up  and  down  the  river;  it  having  been  found,  from 
experience,  that  the  want  of  pilots,  and  of  proper  charts, 
pointing  out  the  depths  and  soundings  of  the  river,  had  not 
only  exposed  the  ships  to  hazard,  but  the  Company  to  great 
expences  for  native  pilots  :  it  was  to  be  an  instruction  to  these 
pilots,  to  examine  the  currents,  soimdings,  and  general  navi- 
gation of  the  river  Ganges,  up  to  Hughly;  and  to  render 
this  knowledge  more  perfect,  such  of  the  Captains  of  the 
Company's  ships,  as  navigated  their  vessels  with  safety,  in  the 
Ganges,,  were  to  receive  ten  shillings  per  ton,,  as  a  remunera- 
tion.O) 

It  was  leflk  to  the  discretion  of  the  Agent  and  Council  of  Trade  to  be 

revived     be- 

Fort  St.  George,  to  carry  into  effect  the  project  of  establishing  a  twecn  the 
Factory  at  Acheen,  and  to  allot  a  proportion  of  the  stock,  in  romandeiand 
presents  to  the  Government  of  that  place^  provided  it  could  be 
be  ascertained,  that  two  himdred  and  fifty,  or  three  hundred 
tons  of  pqpper  could  annually  be  collected  at  that  port : — 
m  return,  a  larger  investment  was  expected,  in  Coromandel 
good$>  Bengal  produce,   and  pepper  from  Acheen/^> 

The 

(1)— letter  from  the.  Court  to  the  Agent  and  Factor  at  Hpghlj,  20th  November 
1668. 

(2)^Letter  from  the  Court  to  the  Agent  and  Council  at  Fort  St.  George,  2()th 
October  1608. 
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CHAP.  IT.  xhe  instmctions,  in  1668-69,  aiui  the  magnitade  of  the 

1668-69.  equipments  and  stock  consigned   to  Bantam  and  to  its  de« 

Equipment  8 

and  Stock  for  pendencies,  evince  that  the  Court  were  determined  to  revive 

Bantam    en-  . 

larged.  this    trade,  it    being    of  much  miportance    to  their   home 

sales; — ^with  this    object,    besides    the    ship  which  was    or- 
dered  to    proceed  from  Fort  St.  George,  with   a  stock   of 
^10,000,    two  ships,   of  from  four  to   five   hundred   tons 
each,    were    consigned    direct  from    England    to   Bantam, 
with  a  stock,  chiefly  in  bullion,  and  some  necessary  stores^ 
estimated  at  ^25,000,   with  instructions  to  the  Agents  and 
Councils  of  Bantam  and  Jambee^   to  employ  every  possible 
means  to  obtain  the  protection  of  the  Chiefs  at  those  ports, 
and  to  purchase  as  large  a  proportion  of  pepper  as  might  be 
practicable,   not  only  to  fill  up  their  tonnage,  but  to  be  in 
readiness  for  two  thousand  tons  of  shipjfmig^  intended  to  be 
annually  ccmsigned  to  them,   to  connect,    as  much  as  cir- 
cumstances would  allow,  the  trade  of  Maccassar  with  that 
of  Bantam.    Towards  the  close  of  this  season^  the  London, 
an  additional  ship,  was  dispatched  to  Jambee,  with  a  cargo 
valued  at  .^10,000,  to  obtain  pqiper,  but  the  commander 
was  to  avoid  giving  offence  to  the  King   of  Bantam,  least 
he  might  become  jealous   of  the  intentions  of  the  English^ 
to  remove  the  trade  from  Bantam  to  Jambee : — ^at  the  same 
time,  he  was  ordered   to  prosecute  this  trade,  at  whatever 
ports  it  might  be  practicable,  and  not  to  be  deterred,  by  the 
opposition  or  menaces  of  the  Dutch. 

It 
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It  liaving  beeli  found,  that,  in  a  state  of  war  with  chap.  ii. 
the  Dutch,  the  English  Factory  at  Bantam  had  been  exposed  1668-69. 
to  alarm  and  to  danger,  the  Agent  and  Council  were  di- 
rected to  solicit  from  the  Kmg  of  Bantam  a  piece  of  ground, 
near  the  mouth  of  the  river,  on  which  the  Company  might 
erect  a  Factory  and  store-houses,  sufficiently  strong  to  protect 
their  property  and  servants  from  any  sudden  attack/'^ 

The  Court,  in  this  season,  again  formed  the  project  of  Project  of  re- 

viviDgthe 

opening  a  trade  with  Japan,  which  had  been  laid  aside  since  trade  to  Ja- 

.  pan* 

the  death  of  Mr.  Quarks  Browne,  their  Agent  at  Bantam. 
The  ahle  report  of  this  intelligent  officer,  which  has  been 
detailed,  had  pointed  out  the  practice  of  the  Dutch  to  be  the 
only  rule  which  ought  to  be  followed  by  the  Company,  in  any 
speculation  for  opening  a  trade  to  Japan  ;  the  Court,  however, 
in  this  season,  stated  the  ;following  questions  to  the  Agent  and 
CouDcH  at  BantaoBd : — ^Whether  a  recommendation  from  the 
King  of  Cambodia,  would  not  be  the  best  means  of  introduc- 
mg  the  £nglish  to  a  trade  at  Japan  ? — ^Whether  it  might  not 
be  preferable  to  send  ships,  with  Surat  and  Coast  goods,  and 
a  proportion  of  Europe  ikroduoe,  direct  from  Bantam  to 
Japan,  and  to  endeavour  to  establish,  eitcfaanges  and  trade 
with  that  country  ? — ^And  whether  opening  a  trade  for  skins, 
to  be  obtained  in  Cambodia  and  Formosa  j^at  this  time  in  pos- 
session 


(])-^Letters  from  the  Court  to  the  Agent  and  Council  of  Bantam^  l6tb  December 
160S,  30tfa  January  1668-Q0,  and  fld  and  10th  April  1669. 
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CHAP.  11.    session  of  the  Chinese),  might  not  facilitate  the  speculation  of"* 
1668-69,  a  ti-ade  to  Japan  ? 

These  questions  the  Court,  in  this  season,  appear,  in  part, 
to  have  answered,  by  ordering  a  Factor,  with  a  small  stock, 
to  be  sent  to  Cambodia,  to  examine  the  practicability  of  esta« 
blishing  a  trade  between  this  place  and  Japan,  and  also  a  trade 
to  Manilla  and  to  China/^> 
The  Mandof  In  reviewing  the  Annals  of  the  London  Company,  during 

confirmed  by  the  reign  of  Jamcs  I.,   it  was  ascertained,  that  one  of  their 

Charter  to 

the  Com-      captains  having  touched  at  Saldanha  Bay,  for  water  and  re« 
Captain        freshmcuts,  had  taken  possession  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope^ 

Stringer  ap- 
pointed Go-    in  the  King's  name,  "  to  be  held  by  whatever  title  His  Majesty 

"  might  be  pleased  to  give  it ;  "  and  this  event  establishes  the 

prior  rights  of  the  Crown  of  England  to  those  of  the  Dutch^ 

to  the  great  Promontory  of  Africa.     The  civil  wars,  in  the 

reign  of  Charles  I.,  having  depressed  equally  the  Crown  and 

the  Company,  no  measures  were  adopted  to  form  an  English 

Colony  at  the  Cape,  and  the  prior  rights  of  the  Crown  were 

neglected. 

The  Dutch,  having  possessed  themselves  of  the  colony 

of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  the  London  East-India  Company,. 

about  the  year  1651,  (after  the  Dutch  had  relinquished  St. 

Helena,  and  carried  the  colonists  to  the  Cape),  took  possession 

of  this  Island.    King  Charles  JI.  confirmed   the    Company's 

right  to  St,  Helena,  by  the  Charter  of  the  3d  April  1661,  by 

which 

(i)-*Letter  from  the  Court  to  the  Agent  and  Council  at  Baotaoij  lOtb  April  16^^ 
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which  he  empowered  "  the  Company  to  erect  castles,  fortifica-  chap,  il 
^^  tions,  and  forts,  in  the  Island  of  St.  Helena,  and  to  furnish  1668-69. 
^^  them  with  stores  and  ammunition,  and  to  engage  such  number 
^*  of  men  as  they  should  think  fit,  to  serve  as  a  garrison/' 
Jealous  of  the  English  occupying  a  station,  which  might  facili- 
tate the  navigation  to  and  from  the  East-Indies,  the  Dutch,  in 
1665,  retook  St  Helena,  but  were  expelled  from  it  in  the 
same  year.  From  this  period,  it  became  a  station  at  which 
the  Company's  shipstouched  for  refreshments,  and  to  which  the 
foreign  Settlements  were  ordered  to  send,  on  the  homeward 
ships,  live  stock,  seeds  for  cultivation,  and  slaves,  to  facili- 
tate the  means  of  rendering  the  soil  productive ; — ^it  was  also 
att  instruction  to  the  Agent  and  Council  of  Bantam,  to 
collect  nutmeg-plants,  and  forward  them  to  St.  Helena; 
the  Court  conceiving  that  the  climate  and  soil  would  be 
favorable  to  the  cultivation  of  them,  and  that,  in  time^ 
they  might  become  a  valuable  part  of  their  investments. 

In  the  season  1668-69,  Captain  Stringer  was  appointed 
to  be  Resident  Grovemor  of  St.  Helena,  with  a  surgeon, 
to  take  charge  of  the  settlers,  and  to  assist  the  crews  of 
the  homeward  shipping  that  might  touch  at  the  Island:— 
from  this  circumstance,  and  from  the  Court's  directing, 
that  all  the  captains  of  their  regular  ships,  when  at  St. 
Helena,  should  act  as  members  of  Captain  Stringer's  Coun- 
cil>  while  they  remamed  at  the  Island,  it  appears,  that 
a  permanent  Council  for  St.  Helena,  was  not,  at  this  jtime, 
VOL.  u.  2  H  formed ; 
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CHAP^.  formed ;  and,  it  is  worth  notice,  that  in  the  appointment  of 
1668-69.  Captain  Stringer,  the  captains  of  the  ships  who  were  to  act 
as  his  temporary  council,  were  twentj-two,  which  ascertains 
the  number  of  the  Company's  regular  ships  at  lioB  period. 
The  Court,  in  this  season,  established  the  fodibwing  regiH 
lations  for  the  colony  at  St.  Helena : — ^two  hundred  acres  of 
land  were  to  be  held  as  the  exclusive  pi^c|>erty  .of  die  Company, 
and  to  be  under  the  management  of  the  Governor ;  the  remain** 
ing  lands  were  to  be  allotted  to  the  settlers,  in  the  proportion 
of  fifteen  acres  to  each  family,  and  the  lands  for  which  settla:^ 
could  not  be  found,  were  to  be  common,  on  which  llie  inhabi-* 
tants,  in  general,  were  to  have  the  privilege  of  pasturage  for 
their  cattle,  till  the  Court  should  be  able  to  form  the  whole 
into  a  regular  colony.  In  a  few  months,  subsequently  to  this 
arrangement  with  Captain  Stringer,  Captmn  Coney  was  ap- 
pointed Governor,  and  it  was  then  ordered,  (without  ex* 
cepting  the  Governor)  that  the  sutlers  should  derive  their 
subsistence  from  their  lands  only,  but  be  allowed  a  pro- 
porti<m  of  cattle  and  slaves,  to  accelerate  the  cultivation 
of  them,  and  not  entitled  to  require  supplies  frcnn  the 
Company's  ships,  hat  to  exchange  them  for  fresh  provi- 
piaas;  farther,  such  passengers  in  the  Company's  ships,  as 
might  be  disposed  to  settle  in  the  Island,  were  to  have  lands 
allotted  to  iheai  for  cultivation.<^> 

l*e 

(l)-^Letten  from  the  Coort  to  the  Goranor  of  tie  Iiknd  of  St  Heleoe^  lodi 
jFcbruarjr  l668*^  and  9th  March  i669-7a—- »-  CommiMion  from  the  Court,  .for  plant- 
ing 
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CHAP.  II. 


ProjecC  of 

The  larffe  equipments  and  stock  which  had  been  sent  ^'  6«orge 

^         *     *  Oxinden  for 

from  Enghukl^  consigned  to  Sir  George  Oxinden  and  the  r^^vWing  the 
Presidency  of  Surat,  and  the  commission  to  him^  to  take  ^^^^ ' 
possession  of  the  Island  of  Bombay  under  the  King's  warranty 
it  might  have  been  expected^  would,  in  this  season,  have  ren- 
dered the  foreign  transactions  of  this  Presidency  of  much  im- 
portance ;  but  it  appears,  only,  that  the  Bantam  Pink  had 
arrived,  with  the  stock  intended  to  open  a  trade  between  Surat 
and  Bantam,  and  that  the  large  equipments  did  not  reach  the 
Presidency,  in  sufficient  time,  to  carry  the  Court's  intentions 
of  extending  their  trade  into  execution,  either  on  the  Malabar 
Coasts  or  in  the  Gulf  of  Persia  ;-^and  that  Sir  George  Oxinden 
was  obliged  to  conform  to  the  actual  state  of  his  means, 
and  confine  his  transactions  to  such  expedients,  as  were 
caleulated  to  prepare  for,  rather  than  to  carry  into  eflect, 
the  Court's  views,  regarding  the  trade  at  Surat,  or  at  the 
ottt*stations. 

Among  those  expedients  was  the  sending  forward  the 
Bantam  Pink,  with  a  stock  of  Surat  goods,  to  open  the  trade 
at  Bantam,  and  at  Maccassar ;  but  the  Dutch,  having  got  pos- 
session of  Maccassar,  and,  of  course,  excluded  the  English 

2  H  2  from 

iogthe  Island  of  St.  Helena,  10th  February  1666-^. Letter  from  the  Court  to  the 

Agaot  and  Council  of  Bantam,  30th  January  l6te*6d.<— —  Anderson*!  History  of  Com- 
merce, Tolii.,  pages4l7— 4S3. 
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^^^*^;  from  that  station^  Sir  Greorge  Oxinden  deemed  it  more  prudent 
1668-69.  to  employ  this  armed  vessel,  mounting  eight  guns,  on  a  service 
which  he  considered  would  be  acceptable  to  the  Mogul  Govern- 
ment, or  sending  her  as  convoy  to  the  Surat  vessels,  which 
annually  carried  Pilgrims  to  Judda  and  Mocha,  expecting  for 
this  service^  the  continuance,  if  not  the  extension,,  of  th^ 
Company's  privileges  at  Surat. 

On  the  return  of  the  Bantam  Pink  from  the  Red  Sea,  the 
President,  the  more  effectually  to  meet  the  Court's  orders,  dk- 
patched  this  vessel  to  the  Malabar  Coast,  as  far  as  Carwar^^ 
to  take  in  what  pepper  and  Malabar  produce  had  been  collects 
ed,  to  be  reladen  on  board  the  Company's  Europe  ships,  at 
Swally. 
—  with  ^^  Presidency  of  Surat,   having  received  thie  Court's 

Acheen  j  orders  to  establish  a  Factory  at  Acheen,  to  encrease'their  pep- 
per investment,  sent  Mr.  Matthew  Gray,,  one  of  their  number, 
to  negotiate  a  treaty  with  the  Queen,  on  the  principle,  that  if 
a  preference  should  be  given  to  the  English  trade  at  that  port^ 
atTdkoo,  and  at  Priaman,  he  might  agree,,  on  the  part  of  the 
Company,  to  afford  the  assistance  of  the  English,  iii  protecting 
Acheen  against  the  depredatirais  of  the  Orankayes,  or/supe- 
riors of  districts  ;  and,  was  ordered  to  remain  twelve  months 
at  Acheen,  to  observe,  and  report  on  the  practicability  ef  this 
trade ; — the  Pink,  however,  was  to  return  to  Surat,  with 
such  quantities  of  pepper,  benjamin,  &c.,  as  could  be  pro- 
cured, to  make  part  of  the  investment  for  Europe. 

The 


Digitized  by 


Google 


XAST-XNDIA     COMPANY.  237 

The  Bantam  Pink  was  accompanied  to  Acheen  by  the  chap.^l 
«hip  Charles^  which  was  to  proceed  from  this  poxt  to  Quedah^  1668- 69, 
on  the  Coast  of  Malacca,  and,  with  the  assistance  of  Mr.  Quedah. 
Davies,  who  was  appointed  Agent  at  Quedah,  to  endeavour 
to  obtain  tin,  for  which  he  was  to  barter  Surat  produce :  if  he 
could  establish  a  trade  at  that  port,  he  was  to  engage,  that 
the   Company's  ships  should  annually  resort  to    it: — ^but  if 
he  should  find  this  project  impracticable,  he  was  to  proceed 
with  the  ship  Charles  to  Johore,  in  the  Straits   of  Sinca- 
pore,  and  to  try  a  similar  barter  in  that  country. 

The  transactimis,  thus,  of  the  Surat  Presidency,  as 
far  as  they  regarded  the  extension  of  the  Compan/s  trade, 
were  confined  to  expedients  only,  preparatory  to  the  arrival 
of  their  large  stock  and  equipments/^) 

The  important  event  of  the  cession,    under  the  King's  ^.  ^^^ 
Warrant,  of  the  Island  of  Boi^hay  to  the  London  East-India  Sj^^^,ge«. 
Company,  to  be  held  by  them,  under  the  tenure  specified  in  J^°  fn^h^' 
the  Letters  Patent,  took  place  on  the  23d  September  1668,  "^^j!^ 
Sir    George  Oxinden  having    sent  a  deputation  from  the 
Council  of  Surat  to  Bombay,  to  complete  this  transaction. 

Mr. 

(1)— Letter  from  the  President  and  Cotmcil  of  Surat  to  the  Agent  and  Coimcil  at 
Bantam^  24th  February  i668-^.-i—  Commission  from  the  President  and  Council  of 
Surat  to  Mr.  Gray^  for  attempting  trade  with  Acheen^  dated  igth  April  ]6^._ 
Commission  from  the  President  and  Council  of  Surat  to  Mr.  Davies,  to  open  trade  at 
CUiedah>  in  Mriacca,  25th  April  1669. 
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CHAP.  II.  Mr,  Gary^  on  this  occasion^  delivered  over  to  the  Com- 

1668-69.  missioners^  a  statonent^  or  ^*  accompt  general  of  His  Ma^ 

Statements  of 

GovernorGa-  ^^  jesty's  receipt^  revenue^  and  disbursement,  of  His  Island 

nr  and  the  ^ 

Commission.  ^^  of  Bombaim,  from  the  22d  day  of  May  166/  (the  day  Mr, 

crs  from  Su-  '        ^ 

rat,  of  the    Gary  took  possession  of  the  goremment^  on  the  death  of  Sir 

revenues  and 

disburse.       Gen^ase  Lucas)  "  to  the  23d  September  1668,  tibe  day  it  was 
Bombay.       «  transferred  to  the  Honorable  East-India  Company;"  of 
which  the  following  is  an  abstract : — 

fiy  this  statement^  Mr.  Gary  acknowledged  to  have  reoeiv- 
ed^  during  the  time  he  held  the  government,  for  the  farms  of 
cocoa-nuts,  customs,  excise,  and  tobacco,  and  the  rents  of 
the  towns  in  the  Island,  the  sum  of  ^9,402.  I2s.  8j:</.,  which, 
with  the  sum  of  ^536.  15^.  Id,  recovered  from  the  executor 
of  Sir  Gervase  Lucas,  on  the  King's  account,  and  the  value 
of  the  shipping,  houses,  cattle,  jewels,  plate,  and  ready 
money,  estimated  at  ^1,631.  4s.  0^.,  made  the  whole  re- 
ceipt, during  his  administration,  amount  to  the  sum  of 
^11,570.  lU  lOrf. 

The  disbursements,  during  the  same  period,  on  the  King's 
account,  for  pay  of  the  troops,  fortifications,  repairs  of 
houses,  provisions,  stable-charges,  and  contingencies,  amount- 
ed to  the  sum  of  ^6,691.  4^.  9d.y  and  there  was  delivered  to 
the  Commissioners,  on  account  of  the  East-India  Company, 
on  the  23d  September  1668,  shipping,  houses,  cattle,  jewels,^ 
plate,  and  ready  money,  to  the  amount  of  ^4,879.  7^-  ^-9 

making 
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makii^  together  the  sum  of  4611,670. 11^.  lOrf,,  which  Mr.  SJiJJJ* 
Grary  acknowledged  to  have  recei?ed.<'>  1668  -  69. 

This  account  of  the  transfer  of  the  Island  of  Bombay, 
firom  the  Crown  to  the  East-India  Company,  was  oommuni* 
cated  by  a  letter  from  Mn  Gary  to  Sir  Joseph  Williamson, 
Secretary  of  State,  dated  the  5th  October  1668,  in  which  Mr. 
Grary  stated,  that  be  had  received  the  King^s  Warrant  for  the 
oessiicm,  on  the  ^Ist  September  1666,  with  which  he  readily 
complied,  and,  on  the  23d  September,  gave  possession  of 
the  Island  to  the  East-India  Company's  Commissioners  ; 
and  added,  '^  that  though  this  unexpected  change  had  much 
'^  troubled  him,''  he  hoped  that  Lord  Arlington  and  Sir 
Joseph  Williamson  ^^  would  make  the  Governor  and  Committees 
^^  (^  the  East-India  Company,  sensible  of  his  fidelity,  and 
^^  that  he  was  deserving  of  remimeration/'(^) 

The  account  which  the  Presidency  of  Surat  gave  to  the 
Coxurt  of  Directors,  of  the  events  and  circumstances  which 
had  attended  the  cession  of  the  Island  of  Bombay  to  the 
Bast-India  Company,  was,  in  substance,  as  follows : — 

Mr.  Goodier,  Mr.  Master,  and  Mr.  Cotes,  members  of 
the  Council  at  Surat,  and  Captain  Young,  appointed  Deputy 
Governor  of  Bombay,  were  the  Commissioners  sent  by  Sir 

George 

(])— Account  of  the  Receipts  andDisbarsements  of  theldand  of  Bombaj^from  the  22d 
May  1667»  to  3d  October  1668.    (East- India  Papers  in  the  State  Paper  Office,  No.  257,) 

(2)— Letter  from  Mr.  Oarj  to  Sir  Joseph  Williamson,  dated  Bombay,  5th  October 
l(J88«    (East-India  Papers  in  the  Stute  Paper  Office,  No.  258.) 
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CHAP.  II.  George  Oxinden^  to  require  from  Mr.  Gary,  who  had  sue- 
1668-69.  ceeded  Sir  Gervase  Lucas,  the  transfer  of  the  Island  to  the 
Company  :^-on  their  arriral,  on  the  21st  September  1668, 
these  Commissioners  addressed  a  letter  to  Mr.  Gary,  in- 
forming him,  that  they  had  to  present  to  him  the  King's 
orders,  under  the  Privy  Seal,  and  the  Company's  conmus- 
sion,  for  taking  possession  of  the  Island: — ^Mr.  Gary  fixed 
the  following  day  for  the  ceremony  :— ^n  the  Commissionen 
landing,  the  troops  were  drawn  up  to  receive  them  with 
military  honors,  and  then  ordered  to  ground  their  arms  ; 
the  King's  orders  were  next  read,  and  Mr.  Gary  surren- 
dered the  Island,  in  form : — ^the  troops  were  then  invited 
to  enter  into  the  Company's  service,  with  the  same  rank  and 
pay,  but  with  permission  to  such  of  them  as  might  decline  it, 
to  return  to  England : — the  officers  and  soldiers,  in  general,  ac-' 
cepted  the  proposition,  and  became  the  Company's  first  military 
establishment  at  Bombay  : — ^they  consisted  of  two  companies, 
cmnmanded  by  captains  ;  the  first  company  comprehended  two 
commissioned  officers,  sixty-six  non-commissioned  officers  and 
privates,  and  twenty-eight  topasses  ;  the  second,  three  commis- 
sioned officers,  seventy^-three  non-commissioned  officers  and 
privates,  and  twenty-six  topasses :— ^the  ordnance  amounted  to 
twenty-one  pieces  of  cannon,  with  proportionate  stores ;  but  no 
part  of  the  military  were  particularly  attached  to  this  service, 
except  two  gunners.  This  force,  on  the  first  inspection  by  the 
Commissioners^  was  deemed  inadequiate;  for,  in  their  refe- 
rence 
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rtnce  to  Sir  George  Oxinden,  they  required  thirty  additional  ^j^^^' 
pieces  of  cannon^  and  three  hundred  men,  to  form  the  gar-  1668-69 
rison.<^>  ' 

The  Commissioners  next  reported,  that  measures  would  be 
concerted,  to  ascertain  the  amount  of  the  customs,  6ncourage- 
ment  given  to  manufacturers,  and  the  military  employed  in' 
husbandry,  as  soon  as  the  habits  of  the  men  would  allow  of 
it. 

On  the  trade  of  the  Island,  the  Commissioners  reported, 
that  above  five  thousand  pieces  of  taflaties  were  annually  made 
at  Chaul  and  Tannah,  and  that  they  would  use  their  endea- 
Toiirs  to  induce  the  weavers  to  siettle  at  Bombay  ;— that  a  mole 
and  dry-dock  must  be  constructed ; — ^that  the  Island  had  been 
oppressed  by  the  exactions  of  the  Portuguese  at  Tannah,  and, 
indeed,  by  their  opposition  to  every  plan  which  could  promote 
the  establishment  of  the  Company's  power  and  trade  in 
it;  and  therefore  recommended,  that  application  should  be 
made  to  the. Crown  of  Portugal,  for  an  order  to  the  Viceroy,. 
to  desist  from  such  exactions,  it  certainly  not  being  the* inten- 
tion of  that  Crown,  in  ceding  the  Island  to  the  King,  to 
render  access  to  it  difficult,  or  supplies  from  the  Portuguese 
settlements  impracticable.  To  enable  the  Commissioners  to- 
act,  they  requested  to  have  a  copy  of  tlie  Treaty  of  Marriage 
VOL.  II..  2  1  between. 

(1) — Letter  from  the  Commissioners  at  Bombaj  to  tiie  Presidency  of  Surat,  28th 
September  l66S,  and  30th  October  1668.  (Surat  Letter-Book,  in  the  Indian  Register 
Offioe>  vol.  lWii>  page  7-) 
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CHARii.   between  the  King  an4  the  Infanta  of  Portugal,  that,  guided  by 

1668  «69«  it,  they  might  k»ow  how  to  decide  on  wxy  doubtful  question ; 

that  is,  whether  the  possession  of  Bombay,  only,  was  ceded,  or 

whether  Salsette,  and  the  other  Portuguese  dependencies  on 

it„  were  comprehcaided  ia  the  Treaty : — ^with  this  infbrma- 

tioti^  they  hoped    to    eounterbabgacc>  as   much   aa  circam-> 

stances  would  allow^  the  restrictions  of  the  Portuguese ; — and 

recommended,  that  as  timber  could  be  obtained  only  from  the 

Portuguese  settlements,   and  caulking  stuff  from  Bombay, 

that  exchanges  ci,  tibese  articles  should  be  insisted  dn : — k  waa 

farther  their  intention  to  eadeavour  to  get  access  to  the  port  of 

Penne,  which,  though  it  was  in  Sevagee's  country,  at  this 

time  acknowledged  the  Mogul  as  its  supenbr.    For  the  irnme* 

diate   defence  of  the  Island,    the  Commissioners  requested 

&at  a  large  quantity  of  iroiirwork   of  every  kind  shouU 

be  sent  from  England; — that  engineers  would  be  required^ 

to  plan  and  direct  the  fortifications ; — and,  as  disputes  must 

arise,  from  the  habits  of  the  pec^le,  accustomed  to  civil  htw^ 

that  a  Judge  Advocate  might  be  appointed,  to  take  cognisance^ 

and  decide  in  civil  cases/^> 

^^tJhed*  Such  is  the  substance  of  the  information  respecting  the 

StfndS^to  '^^^  ^^  Bombay,  which  the  Commissioners  appointed  to  take 

iJ^Ttion  of U^  possession  of  it  reported  to  Sir  Geoige  Oarinden.    On  the  5th 

^^^         of  January  1668-69,  he  arrived,  in  person,  from  Surat,  to  take 

a  general  view  of  the  settlement,   to  establish  a  system  for 

the 
<l}— Letter  from  BomlNiy  to  Surat^  0th  October  1668^  aod  S&  December  lOM. 
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the  civil  govemmeiit  of  it^  and  to  form  a  code  of  mHitary  chap.  it. 
regulations  for  the  garrison : — these  regulations  are  prolix  in  1668 -6^. 
their  diyisions,  but  suited  to  the  new  circumstances  in  which 
Bombay  was  placed: — ^they  prescribed  the  duties  of  the 
)KX>mmanding  officer,  who  was  the  senior  captain ;  they  speci* 
fied^  also,  the  military  duties  of  the  subordinate  officers  on 
garrison  duty  ;  and  enacted  strict  discipline,  under  seyere 
penalties  f — they  defined  the  duties  required  of  the  soldiers, 
hoth  in  garrison  and  in  quarters,  and  those  keeping  stations- 
and  guards ; — they  specified  the  duties  of  the  muster-master, 
who  was  to  inspect  the  strength  of  the  corps  ^  and  enjoined 
a  general  obedia[ice  to  all  orders  proceeding  from  the  civil 
governments  It  is  remarkable,  that  in  these  regulations,  tl^ 
neglect  or  Inreacfa  (d  duty,  in  the  inferior  officers,  and  in 
the  soldiers,  was  declared  to  be  punishable  with  death ;.  and 
in  the  superior  officers,  vntb  deprivation  of  rank,  only. 

These  regulations  were  founded  on  the  powers  vested 
in  the  CcnnpaDy  by  their  Charter,  for  levying,  embody*^ 
ing,  and  entertaining  a  n^Iitary  force  for  the  defence  of 
&eir  Factories,  or  Settlements  ;  and  we  shall  find  their  mill- 
tary  establishments  proceeded  upon  them,  for  a  long  series* 
of  yeaars,  tfll  King's  tix)ops  were  sent  to  India,  and  started  the 
question,  how  far  the  Company's  troops  were  competent  to> 
hoid  courts  martial,  or  exercise  martial  law  ?<^> 

2  I  2.  After 

( 1 )— Letter  ftoarBAr,  Gbodier  to  Sir  George  Oxioden^  5  th  January  1 668-^. Laws^ 

of  War  forgovemingthcCompaD/sMilitia,  1668-69,  (Sorat  Letter-Book,  rol.lviii.  pagegi .) 
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^^^P;J^'  After  the  residence  of  a  jnonth^    1^  Greorge  Oxinden  re- 

1668-69.  turned  to  Surat,  leaving  the  Deputy  Grovernor  and  his  Council 
to  carry  into  execution  the  measures  which  he  had  devised, 
and  With  orders  for  the  sale  of  laads  by  proclamation ; 
for  completing  the  fortifications  of  the  castle;  letting  the 
tobacco  farms  and  customs,  and  for  establishing,  as  far  as 
mi^ht  be  practicable,  an  intercourse  with  the  ports  of  Sevagee, 
to  obtain  timber  and  chunam  (lime)  to  complete  the  works. 

Tlie  Island  was  next  declared  to  be  an  asylum  to  all 
merchants  and  manufacturers  who  might  be  disposed  to  place 
themselves  under  the  English  protection : — ^but  this  protection 
could  not  be  given  to  the  weavers,  who  had  come  from 
Chaul  to  Bombay,  till  houses  could  be  erected  to  accommodate 
them ;  a  street,  therefore,  was  ordered  to  be  built,  stretch- 
ing from  the  Custom-house  to  the  Fort,  the  rents  of  which, 
it  was  expected,  would  soon  defray  the  expences. 

The  trade  of  Bombay  had  been  so  much  exposed  to 
captures  by  the  Malabar  pirates,  or,  in  any  dispute  with 
Sevagee,  by  his  armed  boats,  that  the  Council  of  Bombay 
intimated  to  the  Court,  it  would  be  necessary  to  construct 
three  small  armed  ships,  to  protect  the  trade  coming  to,  or 
going  from  the  Island,  and  to  serve  as  temporary  convoys  to 
the  trade  to  and  from  the  Gulfs  of  Persia  and  Arabia.(^> 

As 


(D— Letters  to  the  President  and  Council  of  Surat,  17th  and  20th  March  1668-69, 
and  1669.     (Surat  Letter-Book,  vol.  Iviii,  pages  107,  110,  II7.) 
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As  a  preliminary  explanation  of  the  events  which  occurred    chap,  il 
on  the.  CoROMANDEi.  Coast,    in  the   season   1668-69,    it  is  1668-69: 
necessary^  to  state,  that  the  .  Court   had  continued  under  the  Winter,  in 
impression,  that  Sir  Edward  Winter  was  still  in  possession  of  the  Kings 
Fort  St.  George,  and  that  Mr.  Foxcroft  was  detained  a  resigns  the 

•^  •       1  n  1  1  /*    1        government 

prisoner  ; — ^it  is  also  necessary  to  refer  to  the  conduct  of  the  of  the  Fort, 

A  TfciT        1-  111  and  Mr.  Fox- 

Agent  at  Masuhpatam,  who  had  persevered  in  his  obedience  to  croft   releas- 

-        -^  ed,  and  vest- 

to  the  Company,  though  he  had  not  been  able  to  persuade  ed  with  the 

.  Agency. 

Sir  Edward  Winter  to  return  to  his  duty; — ^and  it  must 
be  recollected,  that  a  commission  had  been  given  to  Mr. 
Clavell,  strengthened  by  an  order  from  the  King,  and  a 
corresponding  order  from  the  Court,  on  his  arrival  off  Fort 
St.  George,  to  intimate  to  Sir  Edward  Winter  the  powers 
with  which  he  was  vested,  and  under  these,  to  require  him 
to  surrender  the  Fort,  and  to  deliver  it  to  the  Company's 
authority. 

On  the  21st  May  1668,  the  Rainbow  and  Loyal  Mer- 
chant arrived  in  Madras  Roads,  and,  on  their  appearance, 
Mr.  Proby  and  Mr.  Locke  came  on  board  : — on  consultation, 
it  was  thought  expedient  to  detain  them  prisoners,  and  to  re- 
quire Mr.  Proby  to  inform  Sir  Edward  Winter,  by  letter,  that 
he  had  seen  the  King's  commission,  and  the  Company's 
orders,  to  surrender  the  Fort  to  the  Commissioners,  who 
had  arrived  to  take  possession  of  it,  in  His  Majesty's  name, 
and  that  three  of  them  would  come  on  shore  to  receive  his 
answer.      Alarmed    and    embarrassed    at   this  demand.   Sir 

Edward 
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fj^^^f'  Edward  "Winter  required,  tljat,  preyioualy  to  any  diacnssioft 
1668 -69it  cm  these  orders,  Mr.  Prqby  should  be  set  at  liberty: — thi& 
occasioned  delays,  demand^  of  personal  safety,  and  protectioii 
of  property^  before  he  wwdd  examine  the  authority  which 
required  him  to  give  up  the  piqee.  Qn  ooDsultati<n}k  by  th« 
Commiissioners,^  on  boards  it  was  agreed  to  accede  ioi 
bis  terms: — ^they,  accordingly^  went  on  shore,,  and  on  the 
22d  August  1668,  tool^  possessiqfli  of  the  Fort,,  reknsed 
Mr.  Foxcroft  from  the  imprisonment,,  in  which  h«  had  con^ 
tiaued  from  Septemt>er  1666  to  August  1668,  and  rein^ 
stated  him  as  the  Ccmip^By^s  Agent  at  Fort  St«  GeorgeS^^ 
Mr.  Fox*  Mr.  Foxcroft,  on^his  beic^  put  i^  possession  of  &e  Fort,. 

croft*8  report 

to  the  Court  actcd  with  a  moderatiop,  wbich.  must  be  ascribed  rather  to  at 

on  this  occa-^ 

^^')^  s>ense  of  duty,  than  to  his. oi^n  feelings,  after  the  harsh  treatment 

he  had  experienced  from  Sir  Sdward  Winter  and  hi$  adhereiyts ;: 
explaining,  that  such  moderation  was  necessary  to  bring  ba^k 
to  Madras  the  native  merchants  ai^  manufacturej^s^  whonii 
Sir  Edward  Winter's^  severities  and  schemes  of  private  trade 
had  expelled  from  it.  On  consultation,  Mr..  Foxcroft  dismissed 
Mr.  Froby  irom  the  Company's  service,  without  ioL/stituting; 
any  prosecution  against  hiai,  beqau^  such  a  suit  might- 
have  the  effect  of  akrming  those  who  had  been  forced  into* 
Sir  Edward  Winter's  plans,  and  induce  them  tQ.  desert 
their  homes  aiud  families,   or  deprive  them^  of  the  means-  of 

subsist^ce :: 

(i)-*~Letter  frocn  Mr.  Hdll^  Agent  at  Maisulipatain,.  to  the  Court^.  dated  8th  Decem- 
ber 1 66s* 
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stllMbl€i!ice^— *Mr.  fVncroft,  on  consultation,  also,  stated  td  ciaAPj. 
the  Court,  the  nalrow  istock  with  which  Mr.  Chusemah  had  1668-69. 
come  to  India,  ^d  the  large  sums  which  he  had  amassed,  hy 
setting  up  manufactures  ;  and  left  it  to  his  superiors  to  take 
decided  measures  agadnst  him  on  his  arrival  in  England,  for 
which  he  allowed  him  a  paissage,  along  with  Smythes,  the 
pritety  who  had  bc^n  an  active  instrument  in  Sir  Bdward 
Winter's  prcgects.^*) 

Sir  Edward  Winter,  after  delivering  up  the  Fort,  wient  to 
Fnlficat,  where  suspicions  were  entertained  of  his  connexions 
wi^  the  Dutch  ;~*thigis6,#ith  lui  former  violence,  made  it  expe- 
dient, on  im  return  to  Madras,  to  oblige  him  to  reside  without 
ihe  Fort,,  to  prevent  his  again  disturbing  the  tranquillity  of  the 
gtucmon  z-'^-subseqoiently,  he  ivetkt  to  MasuITpatam,  at  which  he 
infiniated  ta  Mr.  Foxcroft  his  Resolution  to  remain,  till  he 
shoold  receive  advices  from  England  of  the  I'eception  which 
OhasemiUi  itnd  Smythes  mighSI  exp^ence,  and,  of  course, 
whether  he  was  td  be  permitted  to  return,  or  be  made  respon* 
able  for  his  proceedings. 

The  investment  intended  for  England,  principally  Coast 
cloths,  was  considerable,  and  the  goods  and  stock  required  for 
Fort  St.  George,  next  season,  nearly  the  same  as  in  the  pre*- 
ceding  years,  with  the  exception  of  quicksilver  and  v^pmiUion, 
for  which  there  was  little  demand;   but  to  re-establish  the 

Company's 

(1)— Letter  from  the  Agent  and  Council  at  Fort  St.  George  to  the  Courts  13th 
Noveniber  lG68. 
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CHAP.  11,    Company's  influence,  a  stock  would  be  required  of  ^100,000^ 
1668-69.  both   to  render  Madras  the  seat  of  their  trade  on  the  Coro- 
mandel  Coast,  and  to  recall  the  native  weavers  to  live  under  the 
English  protection. 

Mr.  Foxcroft  farther  stated  to  the  Court,  that  the  writers 
and  apprentices  which  had  been  appointed,  were  youths,  who, 
from  having  received  a  good  education  at  Christ^s  Hospital, 
promised,  from  their  industry  and  morals,  to  become  useful 
servants.^*^ 
The  Agent  It  The  circumstances  of  the  Factories  in  Bengal,  andthe£r 

Hughly  re- 
commends a   subordination  to  Fort  St.  *  George,  had  occasioned  difficulties^ 

direct  trade     .'  ^ 

betweenBen-  In  executing  the  commercial  orders,  partly  arising  from  the 

gal  and  Eng- 
land, stock  in  the  Bay  not  being  equal  to  the  investment  of  salt- 
petre, silks,  &c.,  expected  from  it,  and  partly  from  the  Agents 
not  being  able  to  obtain  credit  for  ,3^10,000,  by  drafts  on  the 
Court,  and,  from  the  time  required  by  the  Company^s  ships 
to  come  from  the  Bay  to  Masulipatam,  to  complete  their  car  « 
goes,  the  Agent  at  Hughly  suggested,  that  the  investments 
in  Bengal  should  be  sent  direct  to  Europe, — a  plan  whicb 
could  not  be  complied  with,  unless  the  Court  should  furnish 
enlarged  stock  and  shippingJ^> 

'    ;      The 

(1)'-Letter8  from  the  Agent  and  Council  at  Madras  to  the  Coort,  23d  and  2gth 
January  1 668-69. 

(2>— Letter  from  the  Agent  and  Council  at  Madras  to  the  Courts  X3th  April  1669*. 
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The  Company's  aflkirs  at  Baktam,  in  1668-69,  had  been    ^[][^J3- 
affected  by  the  capture  of  Maccassar  by  the  Dutch,  which  had  1668-69, 

^  '^  ^  State  of  trade 

rendered  it  impracticable  for  the  Agent  and  Council  to  carry  at  fiantam. 
the  Court's  order,  for  extending  the  trade,  into  execution ; — ^for, 
on  the  one  hand,  the  King  of  Bantam,  under  religious  preju- 
dices, considered  it  to  be  his  duty  to  go  io  war  with  the 
Christians  once  in  ten  years,  and  had  commenced  hostilities 
against  the  Dutch  ; — ^and,  on  the  other  hand,  the  President 
and  Council  of  Bantam  explained,  that  those  hostilities  had 
prevented  their  obtaining  new  privileges  fw  the  English  trade ; 
but  that  they  had  purchased  a  large  assortmoit  of  pepper, 
though  not  of  the  best  kind,  to  fill  up  whatever  tonnage  might 
arrive  from  England,  in  the  subsequent  season.(^> 


(l)— Letter  from  the  Agent  and  Council  at  Bantam  to  the  Court,  I4lh  Norember 
1668. 


VOL,  II.  9  K 
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1669-70. 


CHAP.  IT.  I'he  decision  of  the  Kijig  and  Privy  Couoci],  of  the  ISth 

1669-70.  July  1668,  on  the  exphmations  required  in  tlie  Treaty  Marine 
present  a  with  Holland,  it  was  mentioned,  had  been  communicated  to 
the  Council,  the  States  General  by  Sir  WiOiam  Temple,  who  had  proceeded 

OQ  the  Dutch 

erasionsof    to  Holland  as  the  King^s  Ambassador;  it  appears,  however, 

the  Treaty  of 

Breda.  that  great  difficulties  had  been  thrown  in  the  way  of  an  arrange- 

ment by  the  States  General,  and  by  the  Pensionary  De  Witt : — 
the  communications,  therefore,  from  Sir  William  Temple  to  the 
King,  were  transmitted  to  the  Court  of  Directors,  for  their 
information.  After  taking  the  subject  into  consideration,  the 
Court  addressed  a  memorial,  on  the  2d  July  1669,  to  Lord 
Arlington  and  Mr,  Trevor,  the  Principal  Secretaries  of  State,  in 
which  they  submitted,  that,  after  an  attentive  perusal  of  Sir 
William  Templets  dispatches,  they  had  great  reason  to  doubt 
the  intentions  of  the  Dutch  in  this  negotiation ;  for,  notwith- 
standing the  arguments  which  had  been  urged,  on  behalf  of  the 
London  East-India  Company,  the  Dutch  still  adhered  to  their 
old  system  ef  engrossing  the  whole  commerce  of  the  Indies ; 
and,  notwithstanding  the  explanation  which  the  States  Gene- 
ral had  given,   of  the  manner  in  which  trade  was  to  foe  carried 

on. 
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on,  in  a  town  ^^  besieged,  blocked  up,  or  invested,"  yet  both  chapel 
De  Witt  and  Van  Beuninghen  affirmed,  that  a  general  article,  1669-70. 
to  that  efiect,  in  the  treaty  could  not  be  expected,  unless  it 
contained  restrictions,  that  it  should  not  prejudice  any  acquisi- 
tions the  Dutch  had  made,  or  might  make,  in  the  Indies ; 
which  would  leave  the  dispute  as  open  aa  before,  and  afford 
pretences  to  the  Dutch  continually  to  interrupt  the  English 
trade; — ^therefore  that,  under  all  circumstances,  the  East- 
India  Company  could  not  recommend  to  His  Majesty  to  accept 
of  any  terms,  which  would  deprive  the  English  of  the  trade 
to  India,  and  that  the  only  expedient  they  could  devise,  was 
again  strongly  to  press  for  the  confirmation  of  the  articles 
formerly  transmitted  by  Lord  Arlington  to  Sir  l^/llliam  Temple, 
the  greater  part  of  which  had  been  agreed  to  by  the  States 
General^  though  objected  to  by  De  Witt  and  the  Chamber  of 
Amsterdam/^) 

The  long  continued  opposition  of  the  Dutch  to  the  pro-  System  of  ad- 
gress  of  the  London  East-India  Company,  and  to  their  trade^  at  Sant  new 
could  not,  notwithstandiqg  the  interference  of  the  King 
with  the  States,  be  brought  to.  a  fair  and  liberal  system,  and 
the  Company  could  not  but  be  shackled,  in  their  proceed- 
kigs,  by  the  experience  of  the  subterfuges  and  violence  of 
a  rival,  whose  fixed  olgect  it  j^^d  been  to  exclude,  not  only 

2  K  2  the 

(1)— Memorial  of  the  East-India  Company  to  Lord  Arlington  and  Mr.  Secretary 
Trevor^  relatire  to  the  negotiations  with  the  Ontcb,  dated  2d  July  1669.  (£aftt*India 
Papers  in  the  State  Paper  Office,  No*  3A>.) 
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^^^'J^/  the  English,  but  the  maritime  powers  in  general,  from  a  par- 
1669-70.  ticipation  in  the  trade  to  the  East-Indies : — ^The  Court,  in 
this  year,  however,  (though  they  had  not  received  the  re- 
turns they  expected,  from  the  large  stock  and  tonnage  whicl) 
they  had  dispatched  in  the  preceding  season,)  were  determin- 
ed to  persevere  in  encreasing  the  trade,  that  they  might 
counterbalance  the  Dutch  in  the  Eastern  markets,  and  pre- 
occupy them,  before  the  French  Company  should  have  an 
opportunity  to  establish  Factories,  or  to  fcnrm  ccmnexions  with 
^he  Native  CSiiefs  or  Merchants,  sufficient  to  raise  them  to 
become  an  additional  rival. 

To  give  consistency  to  their'  Factories  and  trade,  the 
Court,  appear  to  have  had  in  view  the  following  objects : — 
the  first  was,  to  vest  the  administration  of  their  affairs  in 
a  Fk'esident  am!  general  Council,  because,  though  the  great 
knowledge  and  experience  of  Sir  George  Oxinden  was  a  sufficient 
security  to  the  Company's  interests,  it  would  not  be  wise,  in  fu- 
ture, to  cfa^nd  on  the  talents  of  an  individual ;  the  Court,  there- 
fore, appointed  Sir  George  Oxinden  to  be  Presid«it  at  Surat, 
with  a  Council  of  Eight,  viz.  Mr.  Gerald  Aungier,  Mr.  Matthew 
Gray,  Mr.  Thomas  Rolt,  Mr.  Henry  Young,  Mr.  Streynsham 
Masrter^  Mr.  Charles  James,  Mr.  Pliilip  Giffiird,  and  Mr. 
Aka^ander  Grig»by,  five  of  whom  were  constantly  io  reside 
at  Surat,  particularly  Mr.  Aungier,  Mr.  Gray,  and  Mr.  James. 
This  plan  merits  particular  notice,  from  being  the  first  example 
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of  a  rc^ar  coustitutidn^    with  diecks^  in  the  Company's    chapel 
Foreign  dependencies.  1669-7^- 

The  Court,  in  the  second  place,  recommended  the  openinir  commercial 

^  *^  ^  r  o   instructions 

trade  to  Manilla,  by  an  application  ijo  the  Spanish  Governor,  {he^^^sUn^** 
for  permission  to  English  ships  to  enter  the  seas  of  the  £sirtfaer  ^/^keu  ^^'^'^ 
Indies,  under  licence  of  a  European  Maritime  Power : — As  the 
Dutch  had  wrested  the  Spice  Islands  from  Spain,  while 
Portugal  was  annexed  to  that  Crown,  it  was  hoped  that, 
independently  of  the  imports  to  and  exports  from  them^ 
the  Manillas  would  afford  the  English  an  opportunity  of 
extending  their  trade  to  those  distant  seas : — the  Court,  by 
this  expedient,  preferred  a  licence  of  this  kind  to  a  general 
freedom  of  trade,  sudi  freedom  being  liable  to  interruption  by 
the  Dutch,  who  would  not  oppose  an  order  of  the  King  of 
S^ain,  for  ihe  English  to  trade  to  the  Spanish  settlements. 

The  Court  also  oomntermanded  the  provision  of  the  cargo 
for  Bantam,  and  required  that  the  Surat  articles  intended  for 
it,  should  be  sent  to  Eurc^e 

Alarmed,  on  hearing  of  the  magnitude  of  the  French 
exports  on  three  ships  that  had  arrived  in  India,  and  that 
eight  more  were  to  be  sent  tiiis  season,  the  Court  gave 
instructions  to  the  Presidency  of  Surat,  to  avoid  disputes  with 
them,  but  not  to  give  encouragement  to  the  estaUishiioient  of 
a  trade,  which  might  involve  the  Company  in  difficult  political 
and  commercial  discussions. 

The  Court  then  took  into  consideration  the  intercourse 

with 
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^JJ^IJ-  with  Persia,  which  they  ordered  should  be  kept  open,  and 
1669-70.  desired  the  opinions  of  the  Presidency  on  the  naval  force 
that  would  be  necessary,  to  protect  the  Persian  trade, 
or  to  compel  that  power  to  the  observance  of  treaties ;  but 
recommended,  that  in  the  employment  of  this  force,  care 
should  be  taken,  not  to  interfere  with  the  ships  of  the  Indian 
Powers,  in  whose  dominions  the  Company  had  Factories, 
because,  however  trivial  the  subjects  of  complaint,  it  might  be 
difficult  and  expensive  to  adjust  them. 
leguiatioDs  When  the  Court  of  Directors   took  into  consideration 

of  the  Court, 

for  the  ma.  the  report  of  the  Presidency  of  Surat,  of  the  events  which 

rme  and  mi-  ^ 

jitaiy  C8ta-  had  attended  the  taking  possession  of  the  Island  of  Bombay, 
Bombay.  and  the  appointment  of  Captain  Young  to  be  the  Deputy 
Governor,  they  came  to  the  following  resdutions  on  this  sub- 
ject : — ^With  respect  to  the  building  of  vessels  for  the  defence  of 
the  Island,  they  appointed  Mr.  Warwick  Pett  to  proceed  to 
Bombay,  and  to  construct  two  vessels,  for  which  equipments 
and  stores  would  be  sent  on  the  ships  of  the  season, 
explaining,  that  their  reason  for  appointing  Mr.  Pett  was  his 
IM'actical  knowledge  of  ship-building,  in  which  he  could 
instruct  the  settlers,  to  the  advantage  of  the  Islaiid.<^>  They 
next  appointed  Captain  Smith  and  Captain  Tolderey,  two  of 
the  officers  commanding  the  military  at  Bombay  to  act  as 

engineers, 

{X)^(t^QU.)  It  ii  probable^  that  this  Mr.  Warwick  Pett  was  a  descendant  of  Sir 
PhineasPett,  celebrated  for  his  extraordinary  talents  in  marine  architecture,  in  the  reigns 
of  Elizabeth  and  James  I. 
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Engineers^  who  were  to  employ,  under  them,  such  persons  in  ^^^^3' 
the  garrison  as  might  be  qualified,  to  assist  in  constructing  1669-70- 
and  repairing  the  fortifications,  being  of  opinion,  that  profes- 
sicHial  men  could  not  be  obtained  in  England,  without  large 
salaries,  and  that  they  probably  might  expose  the  Company 
to  heavy  charges,  from  the  speculations  into  which  men  of  this 
description  usually  lead  their  employers.  The  Court  also  inti- 
mated to  the  Presidency  of  Surat^  that  any  application  to  the 
Crown  of  Portugal,  for  redress,  would  be  hopeless,  and 
therefore,  that  the  Deputy  Grovemor  and  his  Council  must 
endeavour  to  strengthen  the  Island,  so  as  to  prevent  obstruc- 
tions from  Tannah  and  Caranjah,  and  to  retaliate,  by  exact- 
ing customs  from  the  Portuguese,  till  they  could  bring  them  to 
a  reasonable  accommodation  of  trade. 

On  the  subject  of  the  claims  of  the  Portuguese  to  lands 
on  the  Island,  the  Court  ordered,  that  it  should  be  ascer- 
tained, whether  the  lands  belonged  to  the  Crown  of  Portugal^ 
or  to  individuals,  in  1661,  the  date  of  the  cession,  and  that 
aU  acquisitions,  posterior  to  that  date,  must  be  held  to  have 
proceeded  from  an  imperfect  right ;  but,  as  it  would  be  impru- 
dent  to  delay  strengthening  the  fort  or  building  ihe  town,  the 
Presidency  were  authorised  to  purchase  the  lands  in  the 
immediate  vicinity  of  the  fort,  provided  the  expence  did  not 
exceed  ^1,500 ; — ^the  Deputy  Grovemor  was  also  instructed^ 
for  the  improvement  of  the  Island,  to  encourage  plantations  of 
pepper,  and  manufactures  of  the  cloths^  which  had  formerly  been 

brought 
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CHAP>lL   brought  from  the  neighbouring  continent^  and,  if  possible,  to 

1669-70.  render  such  cloths  a  fabric  of  the  Island:— ^the  inhabitants 

were  to  be  allowed  a  moderate  toleration  ;    but  the   claims  of 

the  Jesuits^  though  admissible  by  the  Portuguese  usages,   were 

not  to  be  held  valid  in  an  English  settlement/^) 

Equipments  The  equipments  for  Surat  and  its  dependencies,  in  this 

gurat.  season,   amounted  to  1500  tons  of  shipping,  and  the  stock, 

includu3g  goods  and  money,   was  estimated  at  ^100,000 ; — 

the  goods  expected  in  return,  were  large  quantities  of  Surat 

cloths,  indigo,   &c.,   ordered  to  be  in  store  for  the  ships  on 

their  arrival : — ^A  ship  of  three  hundred  tons  was,   at  the 

beginning  of  the  season,  intended  to  be  sent  to   Surat,  with 

a  stock,  to  provide  goods  for  the  Bantam  market  j  but,  after 

hearing  of  the  seizure   of  Maccassar   by    the   Dutch,    this 

destination  was  altered,  and  the  ship,  with  the  goods  intended 

for  Bantam,  ordered  to  proceed  direct  to  Surat.W 

Mr^  Foxcroft  The  Court,  in  this  season,  received  intelligence,  that  Fort 

re-appointed 

Agent    at     Sx.  George  had  been  delivered  to  the  Commissioners  by  Sir 

Fori  St.  ^  ^  -^ 

George,    for  £dward  Winter  and  his  Council,  in  obedience  to  the  Kinfi^^s,  and 

one  year,  and  *^ 

S*^b  "^'^  to  the  Company's  orders.     Though  they  condemned  the  whole 
William        ^f  gij.  £dward  Winter's  ccmduct,  while  he  retained  possession  of 

Langhorne.  * 

the  Fort,  and  excluded  Mr.  Foxcroft  from  the  station  to  which  he 

had 

(1)— Xetteri  from  the  Court  to  the  President  and  Council  of  Surat^  2d  August  l66g, 
and  1 7th  February  1669-70, 

(2)-«-Letter  from  the  Court]  to  the  President  aod  Council  of  SuraC^  2d  August 
1669,  and  I6th  February  1669-70. 
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had  been  appointed^  their  opinions  appear  to  have  undergone  a  0^^^- 
material  change,  on  receiving  fuller  information  of  the  case;  1669-70- 
and  this  change  was  also  observable  in  the  King  and  Privy 
Coimcil  :-^whether  it  proceeded  from  the  information  given  by 
Mr.  Chuseman  and  Mr.  Smythes,  on  their  arrival  in  England, 
or  whether  it  originated  in  the  prudent  expedient,  of  removing 
not  only  Sir  Edward  Winter  and  his  partizans,  but  Mr. 
Foxcroffc  and  his  adherents,  to  make  way  for  a  new  Agent  and 
Council,  unconnected  with  either,  it  is  perhaps  unnecessary  to 
enquire;  but  that  this  was  the  resolution  of  the  Court,  appears 
from  the  appointment  of  Sir  William  Langhome,  and  six 
other  persons,  some  of  whom  were  already  in  the  service  in 
India,  and  others  sent  from  Europe,  to  act  as  Commissioners 
for  investigating  the  whole  of  this  transaction  : — ^These  Com-^ 
missioners  were  to  continue  Mr.  Foxcroft  as  Agent,  at  the 
head  of  the  Council,  for  one  year,  after  which  he  was  to  be 
succeeded  by  Sir  William  Langhome  : — Sir  Edward  Winter 
was  aUowed  to  remain  at  Madras,  for  a  short  time,  to  recover 
his  debts>  and  then  to  come  to  Europe ;— ^Mr.  Foxcroft,  the 
younger^  was  also  to  be  sent  home.  These  measures  were  in 
conformity  with  an  order  of  the  Privy  Council,  confirming  the 
new  ^pointments,  and  requiring  obedience  to  the  persons, 
nominated  Commissioners,  who  were  tq  transmit  the  whole 
evidence  respecting  this  transaction,  for  the  information  of  the 
King  and  of  the  Court. 
VOL.  n.  2  L  In 
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CHAP^.  In  a  subsequent  period  of  the  season^  on  a  complaint  to 

1669 -7<^-  the  Court  by  Mr.  Thomas  Winter,  founded  on  letters  he  had 

received  from  his  brother,   stating  the  hard  usage  he  had 

experienced,    both  in  his  person  and  family,   the  preceding 

general  order  was  so  far  altered,  that  Sir  Edward  Winter  was 

allowed  to  dispose  of  his  property,  ordered  to  be  treated  with 

respect,  and  to  have  a  passage  to  England. 

^        Mr.  Jearsey,  the  Agent  at  Masulipatam,  was  ordered  to 

be  removed  from  that  station,  and  Mr.  Mohun  appointed  Chief 

in  his  place ; — ^Mr.  Powell  was  to  be  Chief  at  Bengal : — ^these 

stations,  at  all  times,  were  to  continue  subordinate  to  the  Fort, 

and  regular  annual  returns  made  of  the  Company's  civil  and 

military  servants. 

Equipments,  The  equipments  for  the  Coast,    this  season,'  consisted  of 

commercial    SIX  ships,    with  a  stock   estimated  at  ^150,000,  ,of  which 

instractioDt,  ^      .^^  ^ 

for  Fort  St.     ^80,000  was  to  purchase  the  investment  at  the  Fprt,  ^40,000 

George>  for 

the  season,  to  be  sent  to  Bengal,  and  ^30,000  to  Masulipatam  : — ^the 
princip^  exports  consisted  of  broad-cloth,  lead,  sheet  copper, 
quicksilver,  silver  in  foreign  coin,  and,  in  this  yiear,  a  very  large 
proportion  in  gold : — one  of  the  ships  was  to  be  sent  with  a 
stock  of  ^10,000,  in  Coast  goods  and  money,  to  Jambee,  to 
endeavour  to  obtain  pepper,  &c.,  for  the  Europe  market*     . 

The  caution  was  repeated,  respecting  the  French,  who 
were  endeavouring  to  fix  Factories,  afxd  establish  a  trade  in- 
India,  to  avoid  giving  them  offence,  but,  at  the  same  time,  noiL 
to  countenance  any  measujf;;e  that  might  be  favourable  to  their 
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news ;  and  not  to  interfere  in  any  disputes  between  them  and    9^^^^' 
thie  Ddtcb,  but  always  to  remain  neuter.<^>  1669-70^ 

The  general  orders  of  the  Court  to  the  Factory  of  Ma-  Court's  or- 
SULIPATAM  have  been,  in  substance,  mentioned,  but,  in  par-  Agents  at 

.     Masulipa- 

ticular,  the  contract  for  saltpetre  was  to  be  discdntmued,  as  it  tam,  Bengal^ 

.     Ti  1      and  Bantam. 

could  be  procured  of  better  quality,  and  cheaper,  m  Bengal ; 

and  this  Agency  was  to  direct  its  attention  to  the  selection  of 

cloths  suited  to  the  Bantam  market. 

The  orders  to  Hughly  corresponded  with  those  to  the 
Fo!rt  and  to  Masulipatam  : — the  Chiefs  at  Patna  and  Cossim- 
buzar  were  to  be  of  Council,  when  they  were  at  Hughly,  and 
the  Factory  at  Ballasore  was  to  be  kept  up.<^> 

The  instructions,  in  1669-70,  to  Bantam,  discover,  that 
the  Court,  though  doubtful  of  the  safety  of  this  Agency,  as^ 
well  as  of  the  returns  which  might  be  obtained  from  it,, 
equipped  four  shjps^  with  an  investment  valued  at  ^31,000 ; 
an  amount,  which  proves  that  this  trade  was  of  great  impor- 
tance, the  Court  requiring,  that  as  large  a  quantity  as  could 
be  procured,  both  of  blax^k  and  white  pepper,  and  a  propor- 
tion of  ginger  and  sapan-wood,  should  form  the  home  invest- 
ment. Still  doubtful'  of  the  intentions  of  the  French  ships, 
the  Court  ordered  their  own  to  keep  in  company,  for  defence 

2  L  2  against 

{}>— Letter  from  the  Court  to  the  Agent  and  Conncil  at  Fort  St.  George^  7th  Becem« 
ber  1669^  and  l6th  February  166^-70. 

(2)«— Letters  frotnthe  Court  to  the  Chiefs  and  Factors  at  Masulipatam  and  Hughlj^, 
7th  December  166^; 
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CHAPJ».  against  any  violence  they  might  offer ;  but  the  Agent  at  Ban* 
1669-70*  tarn  was  not  to  detain  the  shipping  longer  than  their  lading 
could  be  completed : — ^they  were  also  to  avoid  trading  to  the 
ports  resorted  to  by  the  Dutch^  and  to  endeavour  to  form  a 
trade  at  Japarra  and  other  ports^  where  pepper  might  be 
bought^  and  not  to  be  deterred  by  the  menaces  of  the  Dutch^ 
but  to  send  home  distinct  accounts^  with  vouchers^  of  any  vio* 
lence  which  that  nation  might  commit : — ^the  trade  with  Mac* 
cassar  was  still  to  be  attempted^  and  appUcation  made  to  its 
King,  to  allow  the  English  ships  entrance  into  his  ports, 
although  he  might  be  at  war  with  the  Dutch.  In  this,  as  in 
the  preceding  season,  the  Agent  was  to  endeavour  to  procure 
information  of  the  practicability  of  opening  a  trade  With 
Japan  and  with  China/^> 


Death  of  Sir  The  events  which  occurred  in  the  Foreign  Settlements  of 

iDden,  and    the  Company,  during  the  season  1669-70,  discover  the  effects 

provisional 

appointment  of  the  Spirited  measures  of  the  Presidency  of  Surat,   and  the 

of  Mr.  Gerald  ^  .         t       mi  i  i 

Aungier  to     Factories  depending  on  it.     It  wiU  be  recollected,  that  not  only 

be  President  r  o  ^  '  j 

of  Sarat.       the  equipments  and  stock  sent  to  the  difierent  Settlements  were 
on  a  more  extensive  scale,  but  that  the  orders  were,  that  the 

stock 

(1)— Letter  from  the  Court  to  the  Agent  and  Council  at  Ba&^«  25th  Febroarj 
1689-70. 
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stocky  consisting  of  goods  and  of  bullion,  should  be  employed  C^^'Jf* 
to  purchase  large  investments,  and  that  permission,  toaspeci-  1669 -fO. 
fied  extent,  had  been  giren  to  take  up  money  on  credit  ;^-the 
Out-stations,  also,  were  to  be  encreased,  wherever  profitable 
markets  might  be  obtained,  without  regarding,  as  formerly, 
any  opposition  by  the  Dutch,  that  the  English  trade  might,  if 
possible,  balance  that  of  this  rival,  and  maintain  a  superiority, 
or  preference,  to  the  French,  who,  by  their  equipments  and 
funds,  were  becoming  a  new  maritime  and  commercial  op- 
ponent in  the  East-India  trade. 

The  accounts  from  Surat,  daring  this  season,  open  with 
the  general  regrets  of  that  Presidency,  and  of  Bombay,  for  the 
death  of  Sir  George  Oxinden,  on  the  I4th  July  1669,  whose 
probity  and  talents,  they  feelingly  describe,  had  enabled  them 
to  preserve  the  Company's  rights  and  commerce,  and  who,  to 
the  esteem  of  their  servants,  united  the  respect  of  the  Dutch 
and  French,  as  well  as  of  the  Native  Government  and  mer- 
chants of  Surat  J — ^the  Council,  therefore,  vindicated  his  cha- 
racter from  the  suspicion  which  the  Court  had  formerly  enter- 
tained, as  if  he  had  acted,,  in.  conunercial  matters,  without 
their  advice,  the.  fact  being,  that,  in  no  ease,  he  had  done  so. 
On  consultation,  the  Council  of  Surat  nominated,  provision- 
aHy,  Mr.  Gerald  Aungier  to  be  successor  to  Sir  Greorge  Oxin- 
den, till  the  pleasure  of  the  Court  should  be  known ;  a  nomi- 
nation which  was  acceptable  to  the  Govwnment  of  Surat. 

The 
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Thefiiit  ineajsurM  of  Mr.  Aungier  were  directed  to  the 
1669-7^1  disposal  of  the  English  produce  axid  merchandize  in  the  ware* 
President       hotises^   and  to  make    contracts  for  the  sale    of  the  goods 

Aungier  for.  iii*-/*-!  ti 

disposing  of    expected  by  the  ships  of  the  season.     It  does  not  appear^  that> 

the  Compa* 

ny's  goods      anterior  to  this  period^  any  other  rule  had  been  observed/  but 

and  procuring 

an  invest-       sclciciing  the  most  favorable  periods  of  the  year,  and  accom- 

ment. 

jfioAating  the  sales  to  the  market  prices ;  Mr.  Aungier^  how- 
ever, availed  himself  of  a  demand  which  was  unexpectedly 
great,  and,  on  this  demand,  formed  a  rivalshi^  among  the 
purchasers  : — ^to  one  merchant,  .Cojah  Meenas,  he  disposed  of 
the  whole  of  the  Company's  cloth  in  store,  and  of  that  expected 
by  the  ships,  the  interest  on  the  price  to  commence  thre6 
months  after  delivery  ;-^to  another  mochant,  Hodgee  Zaid, 
the  whole  of  the  expected  copper,  vermillion,  quicksilver^ 
allum^  and  tin,  and  also  the  tin  in  store ;  a  contract  which,  as 
far  as  it  regarded  the  last  article,  was  the  more  profitable,  ^^  as 
^^  it  had  Iain  on  hand  for  a  considerable  time,"  as  tin  from 
Acheen  (probably  Malacca  tin)  had,  from  its  quality,  obtained 
a  preference. 

This  aspect  of  the  sales  was  necessarily  connected  with  a 
requisition  for  an  enlargement  of  stock,  proportioned  to  the 
extension  of  the  trade,  a  proposition  which  Mr.  Aungier 
recommended  to  the  Court,  on  the  authority  of  Sir.  George 
Oxinden  :— on  this  opinion,  money,  to  a  considerable  amount, 
had  been  borrowed,  to  purchase  investments  for  the  expected 
ajrrival  of  the  Company's  ships  j  but  it  was  explained,  that  a 

stock. 
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stocky  SO  taken  up,  at  interest,  must  absorb  a  considerable  chap.il 
part  of  the  profits ;  if,  therefore,  it  met  the  judgment  of  the  1669-70. 
Court,  the  President  and  Council  desired  that  a  Double  Stock 
might  be  sent,  to  keep  up  the  trade  to  its  present  magnitude ;  a 
request  which  they  strengthened,  by  stating,  that  the  Factor  at 
Carwar  had  provided  a  considerable  proportion  of  pepper  and 
cloths,  on  a  stock  of  ^12,000 ;  and  that  Mr.  Grigsby,  the 
Agent  at  Cochin,  had  opened  a  trade  at  Cananore,  and  obtained 
a  small  fort  from  the  Rajah,  on  the  Billiapatam  river,  to  the 
exclusion  of  the  French : — ^besides,  there  appeared  to  be  a 
general  disposition  in  the  Malabar  Princes  and  States,  to  open 
their  ports,  and  to  sell  their  goods,  without  reserve  or  exclu- 
sion ;  hence  the  President  and  Council  inferred,  that  unless 
the  extension  of  the  trade,  which  had  been  begun,  should 
appear  to  the  Natives  to  be  permanent,  by  large  stocks, 
Enabling  the  Presidency  to  make  large  purchases,  their  confi- 
dence in  the  EngUsh  woald  diminish,  and  the  difficulty  of 
providing  investments  increase. 

On  the  arrival  of  the  Company's  ships,  one  was  dis- 
patdied  to  Persia,  with  stock  suited  to  that  market,  and  to 
import  produce  for  the  Europe  investment ;  another  ship 
was  sent  to  Carwar,  to  bring  up  the  pepper  and  produce 
iii  store,  'and  with  stock  to  continue  the  purchases  ;  a  third, 
to  Cananore,  Cochin,  and  Billiapatam,  to  bring  also  the  peppef! 
in  store  at  those  places,  and  a  fourth  was  to  be  laden  at  Surat, 
direct  for  England.  > 

On 
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^HAP^L  On  the  reference  which  the  Court  had  made^  for  informa- 

1669-70.  tion  on  the  practicability  of  a  trade  to  Japan  and  Manilla,  the 
President  stated,  that  himself  and  Council  were  as  yet  unable 
to  collect  facts;  but  that  an  experiment  was  making,  by 
Cojah  Meenas,  who  had  sent  a  vessel,  partly  with  Europe 
produce,  to  attempt  a  trade  at  Manilla,  the  result  of  which 
adventure  should  be  subsequently  communicated. 

The  commercial  situation  of  Subat,  at  this  juncture, 
was  afifected  by  an  unexpected  event : — ^the  Mogul  had  banished 
the  Shrofis  and  Banians,  on  account  of  some  religious  dispute ; 
this  materially  injured  the  Company^s  trade  at  that  city, 
because  those  ShrOifs  were  calling  in  the  money,  which  it 
was  their  practice,  on  such  occasions,  to  conceal  and  bury, 
till  better  times  should  enable  them  to  employ  it ;  and  because 
they  were  the  persons  who  took  off  the  Company's  Europe 
exports,  in  large  quantities,  and  advanced  money  to  them  on 
interest,  when  the  stock  from  Europe  was  not  equal  to  the 
provision  of  the  investment  for.  the  expected  shipping :  the 
Council  therefore  suggested,  that  should  these  unfavorable 
proceedings  of  the  Government  continue,  it  might  be  for  con- 
sideration of  the  Court,  whether  the  Presidency  should  be 
removed  from  Surat  to  Bombay,  to  which  Island  produce  and 
manufactures  might  be  brought  from  Carwar,  BiUiapatam, 
&c.,  of  quality  better  suited  to  the  Company's  demands  and 
circuitous  exchanges,  than  to  Surat ;  but  that  such  change  of 
commercial  dealings  must  be  gradual,    and  acted  on  with 

much 
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much  caution^  lest  the  alarm  it  would  occasion  to  the  Mogul   Chap.  ir. 
Government,   might  produce  measures,    unfavorable  to  the  1669-70. 
existing  commercial  rights  of  the  Company,  in  that  quarter 
of  their  limits. 

With  these  explanations,  the  Presidency  proceeded  to 
state  the  kinds  of  Europe  goods  which  they  expected  would 
find  a  sale  in  the  Surat  market  in  the  ensuing  season,  vh. 
broad-cloths  of  close  texture,  chiefly  red  and  green;  as 
large  a  proportion  of  copper  as  could  be  procured ;  tin, 
in  small  pigs,  but.  not  in  blocks ;  lead  and  allum,  in  con- 
siderable quantities ;  vermillion  and  quicksilver,  a  small  pro- 
portion only,  as  the  market  did  not  answer;  and  some 
elephants^  teeth  of  good  quality/*) 

The  circumstances  which  have  been  alluded  to,  respect-  DifficuUj  of 
ing  the  restraints  improvidently  laid  on  the  Shrc^  and  Banians,,  dian  produce, 
connected  with  the  alarm  whidh  soon  afterwards  took  place  at  prehension  of 

'  1     r       o  another     at- 

Durat,  of  an  attack  by  bevagee,  were  explained  to  proceed  tack  by  Se?a- 

gee. 
from  a  supposed  union  between  this  Chief  and  Sultan  Mauzim, 

the  Emperrar's  son,  who  commanded  the  Mogul  army,  intended 

to  act  against  him;— on  this  occasion  the  Dutdi  and  French, 

as  well  as  the  English  Factories,  were  put  in  a  state  of  defence. 

It  was  to  this  alarm  that  Mr.  Aungier  refers  the  uncertainty 

under  which  he  and  his  Council  were  placed,  both  in  muaking: 

VOL.  II.  2  M  the 


(1)— Letters  ftom  the  Presidency  of  Surat  to  the  Couit>  2601  November  and  23d 
December  iQOg, 
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CHAP.  11.  the  purchase  of  their  inyestments  for  Europe,  and  in  sellmg 
1669 -JTO.  the  Company's  exports,  acting,  as  they  naturally  must,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  intelligence  of  the  disturbed  state  of  the. 
Mogul  armies,  and  of  the  rapid  progress  of  Sevagee.  Wliile, 
therefore,  they  continued  their  requests  for  Europe  goods, 
they  prepared  the  Court  for  uncertain  returns  from  a 
country,  the  political  state  of  which  was  apparently  unhing- 
ing : — ^to  balance  this  evil,  they  stated  the  ofiers  made  to 
them  by  Sevagee,  of  protection  to  their  trade ;  oflfers  which 
they  received,  but  deemed  it  premature  to  embrace,  or  to 
act  on/^) 
project  for*^^  This  commercial  situation  of  Surat  was  connected  with  a 

af  Achee"*^^  detail  of  the  failure  of  the  project  for  establishing  a  Factory 
ueda  .  ^^  Acheen,  and  of  the  difficulties  experienced  by  the  Factors, 
in  endeayouring  to  open  a  trade  at  Quedah,  the  Dutch  ha- 
ving opposed  them  in  this  quarter ;  the  Presidency,  however, 
intended  to  send  another  vessel  to  Quedah,  to  endeavour  to 
recover  their  debts,  and  to  try,  once  more,  the  practicability 
of  this  trade ;  and,  on  her  return,  this  vessel  was  to  touch 
at  Acheen,  to  bring  off  the  Company's  stock  and  ser- 
vants, any  attempt  for  trade  at  that  port  having  been 
relinquished.  <^ 
Ir'hTde^^         The  connexion  between  Surat  and  Gombboon,  or  Pe&sia, 

thqugh 

(1)— Letter  from  the  Presidency  of  Surat  to  the  Court,  dated  30th  March  1670. 
(2)  —Letter  from  the  Presidency  of  Surat  to  the  Courts  30th  March  1670. 
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though  Still  kept  open,  tp  maintain  the  Company's  claim  for  a    ^^^^-j^/ 
proportion  of  cust6ms,  was,  at  this  jmictm-e,  in  a  precarious   1669-7^. 

*^      ^  -  cline,  and  re- 

situation.     The  change  of  the  Shahbunders,  or  chief  oflGicers  ceipt  of  the 

^  Company's 

of  the  customs,  had  been  frequent ;  the  fulfilment  of  former  customs  at 

*  Gombroon 

grants  was  uncertain;  the  interferences  of  the  Vizier  had  precarious. 
been  arbitrary,  and  the  appUcations  for  privileges  and  protec- 
tion at  Ispahan  always  expensive  and  temporary  : — the  small 
stock,  besides,  remitted  by  the  Court,  or  by  the  Presidency  of 
Surat,  to  the  Factor  at  Gvombroon,  had  rendered  it  difficult  to 
comply  with  the  order  for  Qaramania  wool  and  drugs  for  the 
Surat  orEurc^  markets  ;  hence,  when  the  ships  arrived,  those 
articles  were  rather  to  be  then  purchased,  than  in  readiness : — 
notwithstanding  these  circumstances,  the  trade  between  Gom- 
broon and  Bombay  was  of  such  importance,  that  the  Agent  in 
Persia  recommended  the  giving  of  land,  in  the  Island  of  Bom- 
bay, to  the  Persian  Banians  apd  traders,  to  encourage  them, 
by  having  protection  from  the  Company,  to  bring  the  trade 
to  that  Island  : — ^this  might  lead  to  a  connexion  with  Persia, 
which,  in  progress  of  time,  would  render  the  trade  profitable 
to  the  Company. 

With  respect  to  Gombroon  itself,  and  the  Company'^s 
right  to  a  moiety  of  the  customs  at  that  port,  (from  the  example 
of  the  Portuguese,  who  had  sent  a  small  armament  to  enforce 
the  payment  of  their  proportion  of  the  customs  at  Cong,)  the 
Agent  recommended  the  sending  of  armed  ships,  as  the  only 

2  M  2  means 
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CHAP.  II.    means  which  conld  preserve  this  right  to  the  Company,  or 
1669-70.  acquire  for  them  a  proportion  of  the  trade.<*> 
Report  of  The  Deputy  Governor  of  Bombay,  during  the  season 

the  Depaty 

Governor  of   1669-70,  reported  to  the  Court,  that  the  fortifications  were 

Boosb^  on 

the  state  of    improved,  that  the  garrison  required  a  supply  of  recruits,   and 

the  Island* 

accommodation  for  the  soldiers  and  the  families  of  settlers, 
who  had  arrived  in  the  ships  from  Europe ; — ^that  application 
had  been  made  by  the  Siddee  of  Rajahpore  (which  he  describ- 
ed to  be  an  impregnable  fortress,  unless  attacked  by  sea)  for 
an  asylum  at  Bombay,  in  case  he  should  be  obliged  to  abandon 
it  to  Sevagee : — ^this  application  occasioned  considerable  em- 
barrassment, as,  on  the  one  hand,  it  might  offend  Sevagee, 
and,  on  the  other,  the  Mogul,  to  whom  the  Siddee  of  Bi^ah* 
pore  owed  allegiance ;  the  Deputy  Grovernor,  therefore,  sub«^ 
mitted,  that  as  Rajahpore  had  formerly  been  deemed  an  object 
of  importance  to  the  Company,  because,  with  a  small  Euro- 
pean garrison,  it  could  hold  out  against  any  attack,  either 
of  Sevagee  or  the  Mogul,  it  might  be  prudent,  under  the 
present  circumstances,  to  get  possession  of  it,  as  it  would  place 
the  Compan/s  trade  and  shipping  in  a  better  situation  than 
they  were  at  Bombay,  or  even  at  Surat/^> 

Mr. 

(l)-^Lei(ersfirom  the  Agent  at  Gombroon  to  the  Court,  Febraary  1669^70,  and  1^ 
June  1670. 

(2)— Letters  from  Bombay  to  the  Presidency  of  Surat^  4th  August,  6th  and  l6th 
Octbber,  and  dd  November  166^.  (Surat  Letter^Book,  vol.lviii.,  page)  123,  148,  151, 
153.) 
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Mr.  Aungier^  at  this  time,  had  become  doubtful  of  the   ^f^^* 
prudence  of  Mr.  Young's  administration  at  Bombay,  and  of  1669-70. 
the  expediency  of  the  projects  which  he  recommended,  and  Governor  of 

Bombay  w- 

therefore  recalled  him  to  Surat,  and  instructed  the  other  pe^edcd- 
Commissioners  to  take  charge  of  the  Island,  till  he  should 
himself  arrive,  and  promulgate  the  civil  and  milits^ry  regula*^ 
tions  sent  by  the  Court ;  but  was  of  opinion,  that  it  would  b^ 
dangerous  to  entertain  the  proposal  of  the  Siddee  of  Rajah- 
pore,  to  protect  him  at  Bombay,  which  might  offend  the 
Mogul,  and  be  followed  with  disastrous  effects  to  Surat ;  and 
therefore  recommended  to  the  Council  at  Bombay  to  give 
evasive  answers  to  his  applications,  and  to  lay  aside  the  project 
of  obtaining  possession  of  Panda-Rajahpore,  though  it  might 
afterwards  become  a  subject  of  consideration.  The  Peputy 
Governor,  Mr.  Young,  resigned  his  office  on  the  13th  Novem- 
ber 1669,  to  Mr.  James  Addams,  and  five  CoQunissioners,  and 
embarked  with  his  family  for  Surat.<^> 

The  disputes  between  Mr.  Young  and  the  Company's 
servants  at  Bombay  had  been  so  violent,  that  the  President 
determined  to  proceed  to  Bombay,  to  institute  an  inquijy 
into  the  grounds  of  the  dissention,  and  to  administer  the 
oath,  prescribed  by  the  Company  to  their  civil  and  military 
servants ;  but  this  measure  was  postponed  for  a  time,  by  a  dispute 
which  had  arisen  between  the  Dutch  and  Portuguese,   and 

attracted 

(1) — ^Letter  from  the  Presidency  of  Sarat  to  the  Comniissioners  at  Bombay^  1st 
November  16Q9—  LeUer  from  Bombay  to  Surat^    I5th  November  l66g. 
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CHAP.  IL  attracted  the  notice  of  the  Governor  of  Surat^  who  suspected 
1669-70^  that  the  English  had  been  parties  in  it,  and  that  the  scheme 
of  the  Europeans  was  to  ruin  the  trade  of  that  city,  by 
seizing  on  their  junks,  and  withdrawing  to  Bombay : — ^this 
suspicion  obliged  Mr.  Aungier  to  remain  at  Surat,  till  he  could 
dispatch  the  ships  for  Europe ;  but  he  directed  one  of  them 
to  touch  at  Bombay,  and  receive  from  the  Commissioners  a 
full  report  for  the  Court,  on  the  state  of  fortifications,  docks, 
&c.,  and  on  the  re-inforcements  required  for  the  garrison.  This 
report  stated,  that  the  stock  had  been  employed  in  providing 
investments,  but  that  the  expences  incurred  for  building  the  Fort 
at  Bombay,  to  render  it  inaccessible  to  an  European  enemy^ 
would  require  a  separate  fund  from  that  intended  for  the 
provision  of  the  investment,  as  this  supply  alone  could 
render  the  Island  a  secure  residence  for  the  native  traders^ 
'and  manufacturers/^> 
President  President  Aungier  embarked  at  Surat,  on  the  1 1th  Ja- 

cecdftoBoml  uuary  1669-70,  for  Bombay,  and  appointed  Mr.  Streynsham 
tabhshes  '  Master  to  act  as  President  during  his  absence.  This  appoint- 
dicature,  and  mcut  was  ncccssary,  to  reconcile  the  Governor  of  Surat  to  the 
regulations,  unusual  measure  of  the  absence  of  the  IVesident,  at  the  time 
he  had  allowed  the  Shroffs  and  Banians  to  return  to  the  city, 
and  to  re-assume  their  occupations/^> 

President 

(1)— General  Letter  from  the  Presidency  of  Sarat  to  the  Court,  26th  November  1669. 

(2) — General  Letter  from  the  Presidency  of  Surat  to  the  Court,   23d  December 

1669.-—  Commission  and  Instructions  from  President  Aungier  to  Mr,  Master,  to 

take 
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President  Aungier,  on  his  arrival  at   Bombay,  after  in-    P^^^^f' 
yestigating  the  accusations  against   Captain  Young,  published  1669-70. 
the  Company's  regulations  for  the  civil   and  military  adminis- 
tration of  the  Island,  and  formed  two  Courts  of  Judicature ; 
the  inferior  court  to   consist  of  a  Company's    civil   officer, 
assisted  by  native  officers,  who  were  to  take  cognizance  of  all 
disputes  under  the  amount  of  two  hundred  xeraphins ;  and  the 
Superior  court,  to  consist  of  the  Deputy  Governor  and  Coun- 
cil, to  whom  appeals  were  competent  from  the  inferior   court, 
to  take  cognizance  of  ail  civil  and  criminal  cases  whatever  ;  and 
their  decisions  were  to  be  final,  and  without  appeal,  except  in 
cases  of  the  greatest  necessity  : — these  courts  were  to  meet  regu- 
larly once  a  week : — ^he  next  reduced  the  military  establishment 
frqm  two  to  one  company,  but  made  provision  for  the  super- 
numeraries, tiU  this   small  establishment  should   be  brought 
into  form : — ^he  appointed  a  supervisor  of    the  fortifications, 
and  an  accountant  to  keep  regular  books  of  the  expenditure  : 
— ^the  exepiption  from  taxes  for  five  yesjrs,  recommended  by 
the  Court,    to  encourage  the  merchants  and  manufacturers. 
Governor  Aungier,     without    rece^jing    from  the   principle, 
piodified,  by  continuing  the  old  customs  on  the  produce  of  the 
Island,  or  cocoa-nuts,  and  coir  used  as  cordage,  and  on  wine, 
arrack,  opium,  and  tobacco;    but  he  exempted  bullion^  and 
the  goods  specified  in  the  Court's  order,  from  all  customs  J  and, 

to 

take  charge  of  the  Company's  afiairs  at  Sarat^  daring  the  absence  of  the  President  at 
Bombay,  Ulh  January  1669-70. 
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CHAP^.   to  coyer  the  loss  of  revenue,  imposed  a  port-duty  of  one  per 
1669-70.  cent.      The  result  of  this  survey  was,  that  the  amount  of 
the  revenues  from  the  lands  had  been  over-rated,  by  the  large 
proportion  of  them  claimed  and  retained  by  the  Jesuits ;  but 
the  amount  of  the  lesser  inland  customs  had  been  under-rated, 
because,  when  put  up  to  sale,  they  had  produced  ^200  more 
in  this,  than  in  the  preceding  year :— with  regard  to  the  pro- 
jected town,  the  expences  incurred  in  erecting  the  fort  had 
rendered  it  a  subject  for  future  consideration  ;  and  as  the  daima 
for  rights  to  lands  near  the  town,  had  been  numerous,  he  had 
iremoved  the  fishmnen  to  some  distance^  and  intended  to  buikt 
"'  houses  on  the  ground  where  their  huts  stood  ;  but  it  would 
require  time  to  adjust  the  foundations  of  the  rights  to  lands,, 
before  houses  for  the  settlers  and  merc^anfts  could  be  erected. 
Mr-®?7«P^  Havings    by  these  regulations,    formed  a  pkn  for  the 

»"*3r  Govcr.  administration    of   Bombay,     President    Aungier    appointed 
^^  Mr.  Matthew  Gray,     lartely  returned  from  Acheeii,    to  be 

)E)eptity  Ooremor,  Wrdi  three  Members  of  Council: — Mr. 
Gray  and  the  three  military  officers  were  to  constitute  a  court 
for  administering  martial  law.  Mr.  Aungier  returned  to  Surat 
on  the  11th  March  1669-7^,  Which  he  found  in  great  alarm^ 
from  a  threaCt^ed  invasion  by  Sevagefe.W 
Fort  St  ithe  transactions  at  S^ort  St.  Goboroie:,  duHng  the  ^easoi^ 

SJedby  the  l669-70.  Were  few,  and  limited  in  their  objects.  THife  exparimeiit 

Naig>  but 

made, 

(t)— ')«eaer  fiom  the  Prcsidanqr  of  Sunt  to  the  Courts  30th  March  1670.. 
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made,  under  the  instructions  of  the  Court,  to  open  a  commu-    chap:  ir. 
nication  between  Madras  and  Acheen^  in  consequence  of  the  1669-70. 
invitation  of  the  Queen,  had  been  tried,  but  the  project  had  on    appiical 
been  relinquished,  because  an  annual  cargo  of   pepper  for  a  Nabob. 
ship  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  tons  could  not  be  procured  at 
this  port,  and  because  Coast  goods,  suited  to  that  market,  could 
not  be  sold  but  at  a  loss ; — ^for  similar  reasons,  the  project  of  a 
Factory  and  trade  at  Quedah  had  been  abandoned. 

The  Fort,  during  this  season,  had  been  besieged,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  refusal  of  a  present  to  the  Naig  commanding 
in  the  neighbourhood;  but,  on  an  application  to  the  Nabob, 
this  Chief  had  been  ordered  to  withdraw  his  troops. 

From  the  number  of  the  shippinfi:  which  had  arrived,  both  State  of  trado 
in  the  last  and  present  season,  the  stock,  amounting  to 
^150,000,  had  been  invested  in  Coast  goods  at  Madras  and 
subordinate  Factories,  and  the  ship  intended  for  Bantam  and 
Jambee,  dispatched  with  the  requisite  funds,  and  Coast  goods, 
for  those  markets.<^> 

The  stoek  which  the  Agent  and  Council  in  Bengal  had  —in  Bengali 
recmved,  had  enabled  them  to  provide  a  full  proportion  x)f 
sal<^etre,  ta£&.ties,  &c.,  for  filling  up  the  Coast  and  Europe  in- 
vestments; and  though  considerable  purchases  of  these  articles 
had  been  efiected  at  Patna  and  Cossimbuzar,  it  was  necessary 

VOL.  II.  2  N  to 

(l)-'Letten  from  the  Agent  and  Council  at  Fort  St  George  to  the  Presidency  of 
Surat,  17th  October  1669.  (Surat  Letter-Book,  vol.  Iviii,  page  182)5  24th  January 
166970,  and  gth  July  1670  (Surat  Letter-Book,  vol,  Ix,  pages  4S— 101). 
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CHAP^.   fQ  continue  the  seat  of  trade  at  Hughly^  which  was  better 

1669-70.  situated  for  the  speedy  dispatch  of  the  Company's  shipping/') 

and  at  Ban-  The  circumstances  of  Bantasc  varied   with  the  public 

•"»•  eventsiothis  year.-duriog  ,he  war, the  Dutch  h«.  engrossed 

the  pepper  trade^  not  only  at  Bantam,  but  on  the  West  Coast 

of  Sumatra,  and  had  also,  by  the  war  at  Maccassar,  prevented 

imports  between  that  place  and  Macao  and  Manilla ;  hence, 

after    the    exchanges  for  Europe,    Surat,    and   Coromanddi 

goods  had  been  checked,   the  decline   of  trade  at  Bantam 

became  inevitable. 

When  accounts  reached  Bantam  of  the  peace  with  the 
Dutch,  and  of  the  increased  stock  intended  for  that  Agency,  (he 
trade  again  had  revived,  and  measures  had  been  adopted  for 
fulfilling  the  general  agreement  of  the  Company  with  the  King 
of  Bantam,  to  take  off  the  whole  of  the  pepper  which  his  domi-- 
nions  yielded ;  but  the  stock  which  had  been  received  not  being 
sufficient,  the  Agent  had  been  obliged  to  take  up  money  at 
interest,  to  purchase  this  pepper,  otherwise  it  must  have  been 
sold  to  the  Dutch: — ^this  credit  was  indispensable,  to  coun- 
teract an  opinion,  which  would  have  injured  the  Company's 
trade,  or  that  the  plan  of  again  enlarging  the  trade  was  aban- 
doned ;  the  Agent,  therefore,  desired  the  Presidency  of  Surat 
to  send  him  a  full  stock,   to  uphold  the  Compan/s  credit  in 

the 

(l)-*General  Letter  from  IhcAgeot  aad  Factors  at  Ballasore  to  the  Court,  31it 
December  x€6^ 
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the  market^  and  to  enable  him  to  encrease  the  quantity  of  pep-    chap,  il 
per  required  for  Europe/*)  1669-70. 

The  Dutch  continued  the  war  against  the  Native  Powers ; 
and  had  subjugated  the  King  of  Maccassar^  and  rendered  him^ 
as  far  as  affected  trade^  their  vassal ; — ^they  had  made  large 
demands  on  the  King  of  Jambee,  and  threatened  him  aho  with 
sulijugalion,  at  a  time  when  he  was  at  war  with  the  King  of 
Johore ; — ^they  were  negotiating  with  the  Matteram^  or  Empe- 
ror of  Java^  and^  in  fact,  would  acquire  the  monopoly  of  the 
whole  South  Sea  trade,  unless  a  large  stock  was  remitted  to 
the  Agent  and  Council  at  Bantam,  to  bear  up  against  these 
ccnnpetitors,  who  had  the  advantage  of  a  Double  Stock,  one 
part  of  which  they  employed  in  the  investment  of  the  present, 
and  the  other  in  that  of  the  subsequent  year ;  axid,  indeed, 
without  $;uch  a  stock,  it  would  be  impracticable  to  preserve, 
even  the  proportion  of  the  pepper  trade  which  ifce  Company 
held,  more  particularly  when  it  should  be  known  to  the  Court,. 
that  the  Dutch,  in  this^  season  (1669-^0),  expected  no  lest 
than  fifty-two  ships  from  Europe.<* 

2N  2 

(1) — Letter  from  the  Agent  and  Council  at  Bantam  to  the  Presidency  of  Surat^  30tk 
May  l60g.    (Sarat  Letter-Book^  vol.  Iviii^  page  133). 

(2)«-*Letter^rom  the  Agent  aod  CouBcii  of  Bantam  to  the  Presidency  of  Suiat^  Sify 
September  iGGg^    (Sural  Leltcr-Book^  vol.  b,  page  ^). 
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1670-71. 


CHAP.  I!.  The  measures  which  the  C!ourt  of  Directors  reoonmiendedi 

1670-71-  *^  ^®  observed  by  their  Foreign  Presidencies  and  Agencies,; 
structionsto    *^  1670-71,   are  interesting,  both   as   they  were  accoiomo- 
Settiementf "  dated  to  the  maritime  law  of  the  kingdom,  and  as  they  were^ 
ted  to  the  ma-  Calculated  to  introduce  a  more  regular  system  of  adminis- 
of  England,    tration  and  trade  at  the  Company's  Settlements. 

The  Act  of  Navigation  had  now  become  so  genersSfy 
known,  and  considered  to  be  the  basis  on  which  the  defence 
and  commerce  of  the  kingdom  rested,  that  the  Court  were 
obliged^  in  the  first  place,  to  amend  the  order  they  had  given 
for  the  building  two  ships  at  Bombay,  originally  intended 
for  the  defence  and  trade. of  that  Island,  but^  incidentally,  to 
bring  cargoes  to  Europe ;  and  to  direct  that  these  vessek 
should  be  employed  in  the  country  trade  only,  it  being  contrary 
to  law,  that  any  but  British-built  ships  should  be  used  in  the 
import  of  Asiatic  produce  to  England/^) 
Commer-  The  Court  next  recommended,   that  much  caution  should 

tioM  to  the    be  observed,  in  all  transactions  with  the  French  Company  or 
Snrat,  trade,  to  prevent  discussions  in  India,  or  in  Europe,  and  pro- 

hibited their  captains  from  granting  passages  to  the  servants 

of 

(1)— Letter  from  the  Conrt  to  the  President  and  Coancil  of  Surat^  11th  Aogoit  iGJO. 
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of  the  French  Company,  as  this  might  become  the  source  of  CHAP,  li; 
disputes,  might  give  them  an  opportunity  of  being  acquainted  1670-71.. 
with  the  Company's  commercial  interests,  and  enable   them 
to  devise   expedients,   to  counteract  the  resolutions  of  the» 
Court,  and   the  measures  of  their  servants  abroad,,  for  en*- 
larging  the  trade. 

The  Court  farther  directed  the  Presidency  of  Surat^ 
to  avoid  shewing  partiality  to  any  of  the  Country  Powers, 
because  this  would  necessarily  expose  them  to  oppressions- 
from  the  prevailing  party : — ^at  the  same  time,  they  were  to* 
take  every  measure  which  they  could  devise,  for  conciliating 
the  fevor  of  Sevagee;  who,  at  this  time,  was  understood^ 
to  be  at  the  head  of  a  powerful  army. 

As  an  additional  general  instruction*,  the  Court  ordered' 
that  their  Presidencies  and  Agencies  should,  in  future,  observe 
the  following  plan,,  in  their  correspondence  with  the  Court,  vt%. 
to  treat,  separately  of  their  commercial  or  other  interests,  and,^ 
in  like  manner,  of  those  of  each  Factory  or  Station,  but  not 
(as  had  been  the  practice)  to  blend  the  whole  of  these  subjects 
together,. in  one  general  description;  farther,  that  General 
ieWer*,  only,. would  be  received  as  authentic  information, 
from  their  principal  Settlement,  and  prohibited  individuals^ 
in  future,  to  write  to  the  Court,  which  tended  only  to  excite 
jealousies  and  disputes  among  their  servants/^) 

The 

(i)--*Letter  fitom  thcCoart  to  jOie  President  and  Cottocil  of  Sur^it,  22dFebruar7. 
1670-71. 
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CHAP.  II.  The  Court  confirmed  Mr.  Aungier  in  the  rank  of  Presi- 

1670-71-  dent  of  Surat^  and  instructed  him  to  relinquish  the  project  of  a 
gier'sprovisT-  trade  between  Surat,  Acheen^  and  Quedah,  as  they  intended 
ment!^M  ftel  to  give  directions  to  the  Agent  and  Council  at  Fort  St  George, 
firmed.  to  try  what  could  be  done  at  those  ports,  by  sendii^  smaU 
country  vessels  from  the  Coromandel  Coast,  to  purchase  and 
collect  such  produce  as  they  could  furnish.(*>  . 
Equipments  Five  ships  Were  this  season  consigned  to  Surat  and  its 

aod  stock  for 

Sarat.  dependencies,   amounting  to  about  two  thousand  tons:-^the 

cargoes  were  estimated,  in  goods  and  money,  at  <§glOO,000 : 
— ^the  goods  consisted  chiefly  of  broad-cloths,  (to  be  disposed 
of  at  such  prices,  above  prime  cost,  as  they  would  bring,)  and 
of  a  large  proportion  of  copper,  lead,  corals,  and  foreign 
silver  coin,  and  one  valuable  diest  of  gold  ducats  :^-the 
investment  expected  in  return,  was  to  consist  of  diferent 
kinds  of  Surat  cloths,  indsgo,  and  such  proportion  of  goods 
as  might  be  obtained  frofm  the  Gulfs  of  Persia  and  Arabia.^ 

Regulations  The  Court  next  took  into  c(tesideration  the  informaiion 

for  settling  •irf^i  ^    t    •        ev*  •       •       -» 

the  Govern-    which  they  had  reo^ed  of  the  (State  of  their  anairs  m  the 

mentofBom-  •  .  i      i    •       *  i      . 

bay,  for  en-  Isi^AT9i>   oi*   BoMBAY,   and  expressed  th^r  approbation   of 

creasing    the 

garrison,  and  the  conduct  of  Prei^cnt  Aungier,  of  the  Deputy  Governor 

erecting  a 

mint.  and  Council  of  that  Island,,  and  desired,   that  the  plan  of 

government,  and  civil  and  military  administradon,  which  they 

had 

(] ) — Letter  from  the  Coart  to  the  President  and  Council  of  Surat,  1  ith  Aagost  16/0. 
(2)— Letters  from  the  Court  to  the  Ptesideot  and  Council  of  Sura^  ittb  August 
1670,  and  22d  February  1 670*7 1- 
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bad  efitabUfihedy  should  be  followed  up,  as  much  as  circum-  cka?.u. 
stances  would  allow ;  explaining,  that  care  should  be  taken,  1670 -71- 
that  Trial  by  Jury  should  be  introduced  into  the  Courts  of 
Justice,  agreeably  to  £nglish  law,  but  declined  engaging  a 
Judge,  versed  in  the  civil  law,  being  apprehensive  that  such  a 
person  might  be  disposed  tx}  promote  litigation,  and  probably 
might  not  obey  the  orders  which  the  President  and  Council 
might  find  it  for  the  interest  of  the  Company  to  give 
him ;  it  had,  therefore,  been  resolved  to  send  some  persons, 
who  had  received  education  in  the  law,  as  civil  servants, 
without  maldiig  the  practice  of  the  law  their  only  object, 
and  if  they  deserved  well,  they  might  be  appealed  to,  as 
assistants  in  the  Courts  of  Justice. 

For  the  better  defence  of  the  Island,  Captain  Shaxton 
had  hem  ordered  to  embark  with  a  company  of  soldiers, 
which  would  make  the  estabtidunent  consist  of  two  com-* 
panies:— rfrom  Captain  Shaxton's  good  character,  he  was 
al^o  appointed  to  be  a  Factor,  that  he  might  combine  his 
putitary  with  his  civil  duties ;  and  if  his  qualifications  should, 
Qtk  trial>  recommend  him  as  a  fit  person,  he  might  afterwards 
hold  the  office  of  Deputy  Governor.  The  Court  farther 
recommended,  that  a  mint  should  be  established  at  Bombay, 
for  coining  gold  and  silver  money,  and,  subsequently,  small 
copper  money ;  but  the  impression  on  such  coins  must  not  bear 
any  resemblance  to  the  King's  coin,  and  be  such  only  as 
would  render  them  current  at  the  places  where  the  Company 

traded ; 
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CHAPEL  traded  ;  and,  particularly^  that  they  should  be  of  such  parity 
1670- 71*  as  would  make  them  pass  among  the  natiyes,  as  precious 
metals  only^  which  would  not  only  facilitate  their  reception^ 
but  would  ^^  add  to  the  credit  and  character  of  the  Com« 
^^  pany."  The  CJourt  also  approved  of  the  building  of  the 
two  ships^  formerly  mentioned,  to  which  two  small  brigan- 
tines  might  be  added,  to  be  armed  for  the  prpteetion  of  the 
coasting  trade  of  Malabar/^> 
Directions  to  The  measures  adopted  for  the  Afi^ency  erf"   Fort    St, 

tbe  Agent  at  ^  &        / 

^rt  St.         Geobge,  during  the  season  1670-71>  open  with  regulations 
hu  conduct     foj-  the  internal  administration  of  the   Company's   afiairs  in 

towards  the  ^       ^ 

Native  tijjg  pju^  ^f  their  limits^  and    with  recommending    a  simi* 

Ifur  plan  for  the  correspondence,  as  that  prescribed  for 
Surat ;  or,  that  the  General  Letter  of  the  Agent'  and 
Ck)uncil  should  contain  all  the  information  which  the  Court 
would  admit  of  being  authentic,  who  prohibited  l^ers  from 
individuals  being  addressed  to  them ;  and  enjoined,  that  the 
knowledge  of  their  proceedings,  or  the  record  of  them,  should  be 
known  only  to  the  Company's  servants,  of  the  rank  of  Factor. 
On  the  subject  of  the  external  relations  of  this  seat  of  their 
trade,  they  rejected  the  project  of  compelling  the  Native  Chiefs, 
or  States,  by  retaliation  at  sea,  to  make  restitution  for  injuries 
on  shore,  as  chimerical,  if  not  hazardous,  because  the  interrup- 
tions 

(l)^Letter  from  the  Court  to  the  President  and  Council  at  Surat^  22d  February 
a670*71.— -  Letter  from  the  Court  ^to  the  Deputy  Governor  and  Council  at  Bombay^ 
22d  February  1670-71*  « 
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tions  which  might  be  given  to  the  transit  of  goods  to  the  Fort    chap.  li. 
would  cut  off  the  sources  of  investments^   and  because  the  1670-71. 
expence  of  armed  vessels,  stationed  in  the  Indian  Seas,  would 
exceed  any  influence  which  might   arii^e  from    adopting    a 
scheme,  that  would  render  ineffectual  the  grants  which  had 
hitherto  been  obtained  by  bribes,  or  mercantile  submission. 

The  equipments  intended  for  Fort  St.  George,  this  season,  Eqnipmente 

^     "^  ^  ^  '  aod  stock  for 

were  five  ships,  amounting  to  about  seventeen  hundred  tons ;  Fo^  St. 

Greorge* 

^r— one  of  them  was  to  be  dispatched  with  a  stock  to  Jambee 
(the  trade  with  Acheen  being  relinquished),  three  were  to 
proceed  to  Bengal,  and  one  direct  irom  the  Coast  to  England : 
— ^the  stock  on  these  ships  was  estimated  at  about  ^155,000, 
consisting  chiefly  of  gold  and  silver,  (without  any  additional 
orders  respecting  coini^),  and  of  broad-cloths,  lead,  &c. 
These  vessels  were  to  be  dispatched  to  their  destination,  as 
soon  as  they  might  arrive,  <*> 

This  stock,  besides  being  intended  to  procure  a  great 
investment,  was  sent  to  countmtct  the  large  imports  of  the 
Dutch,  and  the  partial  assortments  of  the  French,  Danes, 
and  Portuguese,  in  the  Europe  market,  that  the  balance 
of  trade  might  be  in  favor  of  the  English  0)mpany.  In 
thq  purchase  of  this  investment,  the  sale  of  the  British 
exports  was  to  be  pushed  as  far  as  practicable,  even  with  a 
moderate  profit,  the  amount  of  which,  with  the  large  propor- 

voL.  II.  2  O  tion 

(1)— Letter  from  the  Court  to  the  Ageot  and  Council  at  Fort  St.  George^  29tli 
November  1670,  and  22d  Februa^  1670-71. 
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CHAP^    tion  of  bullion,  it  was  expected,  would  insure  an  import  of 
1670-71-  Coast  cloths,  sufficient  to  bear  down  the  sales  of  the  Dutch. 

The  instructions  to  the  Factory  at  Hughly  (subordinate 
to  Fort  St.  George)  required,  that  a  large  investment  of  salt- 
petre, and  of  silks,  tafiaties,  &c.  should  be  obtained,  these 
being  principal  articles  in  the  Compan/s  sales.O) 
Equipments  The  instructions  of  the  Court  to  the  Agent  and  Council 

9nd  stock  for 

Banum.  ^t  Bantam  varied,  during  the  whole  of  the  season  1670-71, 
and,  therefore,  must  be  viewed  as  experiments,  calculated  to 
revive  and  invigorate  this  branch  of  their  trade.  Two  vessels, 
the  Greyhound  and  Ann,  were  dispatched,  early  in  the  season, 
direct  for  that  port,  with  a  cargo  estimated  at  ^22,500,  which 
consisted  chiefly  of  silver  coin.  In  return,  an  investment 
of  pepper,  sapan-wood,  benjamin,  &c.  was .  ordered  to  be 
ready  for  the  vessels  when  they  arrived.(^) 
Two  vessels  These  directions  were  repeated  in  the  subsequent  orders, 

from  England  and  two  additional  vessels(the  Crown  and  Eagle)  were  dispatch- 
opening  the  ed  to  Bantam,  it  appearing  to  the  Court,  that  the  trade  might 
pan.  be  extended  to  Cambodia,  Formosa,  and  Japan : — ^the  trade  to 

Manilla  was  still  a  subject  of  negotiation  with  the  Court  of 
Spain ; — ^but  the  communication  by  junks,  between  Japan  and 
Bantam,  was  to  be  continued: — ^though  the  Agent  had  not  spe- 
cified the  kinds,  or  colours  of  the  cloths,  suited  for  that  trade^ 

the 

(1) — Letter  from  the  Council  to  the  Agent  and  Factors  at  Hughljr,   29th  November 
1670. 

(2)*Letter  from  the  Court  to  the  Agent  and  Ck)uftcil  at  Bantam^  9th  July  1670, 
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the  Court  were  resolved  again  to  attempt  it,  and  intended  to  chapji. 
dispatch  the  Advance  frigate,  in  a  subsequent  period  of  the  1670-71^ 
season,  on  this  service;  this  vessel  sailed  in  December 
following,  with  orders,  if  she  should  be  too  late  in  arriving  at 
Japan,  that  the  Factors,  and  a  person  versed  in  the  Malay  lan- 
guage, should  proceed  to  Formosa,  or  Cambodia,  and  there 
attempt  to  fix  stations;  the  goods  sent  were  estimated  at 
^65,300,  and  varied  in  quality  from  those  which  had  hitherto 
been  selected,  either  for  India,  or  for  the  Islands,  and  included 
a  stock  of  about  ^2,000  in  silver,  with  a  small  proportion  of 
broad-cloth,  and  lead,  but  consisted  chiefly  of  cases  of  look- 
ing-glasses, wax  figures,  hardware,  &c.,  suited  to  a  traffic 
ynth  a  people,  who  were  to  give  their  produce  by  barter,  for 
novelties,  rather  than  for  value/*) 

At  the  close  of  this  season,  four  more  vessels  were  dis-  Additional 

eqaipments 

patched  to  Bantam,    with  a  stock  of  about  ,se26,000,   and  and  stock  for 

Bantacn* 

assurances  given,  that  large  equipments  and  stock  would  be 
sent  in  the  subsequent  season,  for  which  cargoes  of  pepper, 
&c.,  were  required  to  be  provided.  As  the  Court  had  re- 
ceived information  of  the  "  disorderly  character  of  the  people 
^*  at  Cambodia,"  it  was  recommended,  if  such  information 
should  be  justified  by  facts,  rather  to  attempt  the  establishment 
of  a  trade  at  Tonquin.  (^> 

2  0  2  The 

(1)— Letters  from  the  Court  to  the  Agent  and  Council  of  Bantam>  4th  October  and 
24tb  December  1670. 

(2) — Letters  from  the  Court  to  the  Agent  and  Council  at  Eantam,  18th  Januar>' 
1670-71,  and  7th  April  1671. 
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CHAPEL  The  orders  of  the  Court,  in  1670-71,  regarding  St.  He- 

I67O-7I.  LENA,  are  rather  connected  with  the  whole  of  their  foreign 
settlements,  than  with  any  one  in  particular,,  and  consisted 
of  cautions  to  be  observed,  in  respect  to  the  admission  of 
strangers  to  the  Island.  On  hoard  one  of  the  ships  a  num-^ 
ber  of  persons,  male  and  female,  had  embaxked,.  to  colonize 
the  Island,  and  the  captaind  had  been  directed  to  touch  at  St. 
Jago,  to  purchase. negroes,  who  were  to  be  employed  in  the 
more  laborious  part  of  agriculture,  or  the  cultivation  of  the 
soil.W 


Surat  again  The  events  at  the  Company^s  Foreign  Settlements,  dur- 

attacked  and  r      ^  o  ^ 

piUagedby     w  the  scason  1670-7 1,  must  rather  be  arranged  from  their 

Sevagee^  and        ^ 

tbe  Eogiuh    subjects,  than  from  their  chronology. 

factory  de-  ^ 

ftaded  and  ^^  SuEAT,  the  President  and  Council  stated,,  that  aflairs. 

the  Compa«  ' 

jiy's  property  ^^j^  jjj  g.  disturbed  situation  i — that  Bahadar  Khan  had  ar- 

preserved, 

rived,  with  three  thousand  horse,  to  defend  the  place  against 
Sevagee; — ^that  the  English  Factory  was  under  the  necessity 
of  making  large  presents  to  this  commander,  as  the  Dutch 
and  French  Factories  had  set  the  example;  for  the  Mogul 
Chiefs  uniformly  estimated  the    importance    of   the    trade 

oi 

(t)— Letters  from  tbe  Court  to  the  Governor  of  St.  Heleoa^  gth  December  1^70^ 
and  22d  Fehraary  1670-7^- 
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of  distant  nations,  by  the  amount  of  the  sums  paid  to  conci-*  chap,  ii. 
liate  their  favour: — ^though  the  markets  of  Surat  had  been  1670-71* 
favourable  for  the  sales  of  the  Company's  cloths  and  Europe 
produce,  this  sale  had  arisen  from  the  contingency  of  the 
French  and  Dutch  ships  not  having  arrived,  to  produce  a 
competition : — the  subordinate  Factory  of  Billiapatam  had  been 
productive;  but  the  French  had  established  Factories  at 
Durmapatam,  in  its  neighbourhood^  at  Rajahpore,,  and  at 
Mergee,  near  Carwar. 

In  this  situation  of  the  Company's  commercial  interests 
at  Surat,  Sevagee  entered  the  city,  on  the  3d  October  I67O, 
and  piUaged  it  of  inunense  treasure.  Mr.  Master,  one  of 
the  Council,  was  sent  with  a  party  of  seamen  from  Swally^ 
to  defend  the  Cpmpany's  house  at  Surat : — ^the  French  and 
Dutch  Factories,  also^  stood  on  their  defence;  the  former, 
however,  compounded  with  Sevagee^  and  furnished  his  troops^ 
with  the  means  of  carrying  the  Persian  Factory^  thoi^h  de- 
fended hy  a  Tartar  Prince  (styled  the  King  of  Cascar)  who 
had  returned,  by  the  way  of  Surat^  from  a  pilgrimage  to 
Mecca.  The  Dutch^  from  their  supposed  force,  remained 
unattacked : — ^the  English  Factory  made  repeated  and  suc- 
cessful resistance,  which  produced  conferences  with  Sevagee,. 
m  which  he  endeavoured  to  persuade  the  Agent  to  return 
and  trade  at  Rajahpore.  Though  the  Company's  house  held 
out,  some  men  and  goods,  in  their  detached  warehouses 
were  lost;    but  the  most  valuable    part    of  their  property 

had 
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CHAP.n.    ijad  been  sent  to  Swally,  or  put  on  board  the  ships^  on  -  the 
1670-71-  first  report  of  Sevagee's  approach. 
Trade  preca-  This  event  havinj?  rendered  the  trade  at  Surat  precarious, 

tious  from 

this  event,      the  President  and  Council  inferred,  that  many  of  the  mer- 

and  from  the 

attempts  of     chants  and  Banians  would  resort  to  Bombay,  as  soon  as  they 

the  French  to 

establish  a     should  be  satisfied  that  the   fortifications  and  garrison  were 

Factory. 

sufficiently  strong  to  protect  thiem  and  their  property,  and 
therefore  recommended  this  object  to  the  immediate  attention 
of  the  Court  (*> 

As  the  season  advanced  apprehensions  were  felt  of  another 
attack  by  Sevagee^s-  army,  which  obliged  President  Aungier 
again  to  postpone  his  visit  to  Bombay,  because  the  Governor 
of  Surat  had  intimated  to  him  his  jealousy  of  the  intention 
of  the  English  to  draw  the  trade  to  Bombay,  and  because 
the  French,  at  this  time,  were  projecting  the  establishment  of 
a  Factory  at  Surat,  at  which  three  ships  of  that  nation  had 
arrived,  with  a  pretended  stock  of  ^50,000,  and  also,  be- 
cause the  Dutch  might  take  this  opportunity  to  monopolize 
the  Surat  trade. 
State  of  trade  The  Factories  dependant  on  Surat  were,  in  this  season, 

at  the  subor-   .... 

dinatesta-      in  improving   circumstances,    particularly   Carwar  and   Ca- 

«f-  nanore.     The  Chief,  or  Prince  of  Billiapatam,  had  offered  to 

the  President  his  friendship  and  the  trade  of  his  country  ;  this 

subject  was,  therefore,  referred  to  the  Court,  as  well  as  the 

expediency 

( I )— Letter  from  the  Presidency  of  Surat  to  the  Court,  20th  November  I670,  and 
Posticript,  of  the  15th  December  followiDg.---—  Letter  of  19th  December  1670. 
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expediency  of  forming  commercial  connexions  with  the  Chiefs,    chap.  ir. 
Or  States,  along  the  whole  of  the  Malabar  Coast,  to  counteract  1670-71* 
the  efforts  of  the  Dutch,  who,  in  this  season,  were  sinking 
^50,000  on  fortifications  at  Cananore. 

In  obedience  to  the  Court's  orders,  the  Factory  at  Ahme- 
dabad  had  been  transferred  to  Nundrabaud,  and  specimens 
of  the  produce  of  this  town  sent  home.  The  following  ac- 
count of  the  Quick  and  Dead  Stock  at  Surat,  made  up  to  the 
7th  Jaiiuary  I67O-7I9  was  transmitted  to  the  Court,  and  afS^rds 
a  distinct  view  of  the  Company's  affairs. 

Rupees. 

In  Dead  stock 181,519  55x 

Desperate  debts 86,500      0 

Good  Debts. . .    99,262      5 

Investments  for  provisions  of  goods  262,318  37? 

Goods  embaled,  ready  for  England  611 ,086  16   , 

Goods  for  sale 130,046      9 

1,364,732    51iO) 


The  project  of  fixing  Factories  at  Acheen  and  Quedah 

had  failed  : — ^the  former  had  been  dissolved ;  and  one  of   the 

Company's  ships  sent  on  freight,   on   account  of   the  Native 

Merchants,  to  the  latter,  but  with  no  goods  on  the  Company's 

account.<^> 

The 

(1)— Letter  firom  the  Pre^deocy  of  Surat  to  the  Court,  gth  January  l670-7i . 
(2)-*Letter  from  the  Freridencj  of  Surat  to  the  Court,  7th  April  i6;i . 
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^^J'3'  ^^  administration  of  Bombav,  during  this  season  pro- 

1670*71*  ceeded  according  to  the  plan  which  President  Aungier  had 
ken  to  formed ;  but  the  Court's  orders,  that  Mr.  Gray,  the  Deputy 
Bombay  and  Grovemor,  should  take  his  seat  in  the  Council  at  Surat,  had 

encrease   the 

garrison.       obliged  Mr.  Aungier  to  appoint  Mr.  Gyffiurd  to  succeed  him  at 
Bombay.<*> 

The  fortifications  of  Bombay  were,  at  this  juncture,  on  a 
limited  scale  : — ^the  bastions  and  curtains  of  the  Fort,  towards 
the  land,  had  been  raised  to  within  nine  feet  of  their  intended 
height;  but  towards  the  sea,  batteries  only  were  erected, 
as  bastions  would  be  the  work  of  the  subsequent  year. 
The  contingency  of  a  Mr.  Herman  Bake's  going  on  an 
adventure  to  Persia,  which  had  failed,  induced  him  to 
ofler  his  services  to  the  President  at  Surat,  as  an  Engineer, 
which  had  been  accepted,  and  he  was  appointed  Engineer  and 
Surveyor  General  in  Bombay: — ^his  surveys  would  also  be 
directed  to  ascertain  the  rights  to  property,  as  well  as  to  the 
works  : — ^subsistence,  only,  had  been  allowed  him,  and  his  salary 
left  to  the  discretion  of  the  Court.  The  military  force  was 
very  limited,  both  from  the  small  number  of  English,  and 
from  the  inefficiency  of  the  native  troops  to  resist  an  European 
enemy,  a  supply  of  three  hundred  recruits,  therefore,  was 
required  for  the  garrison ;  but  to  prevent  discontents  from  the 
supercession  of  officers,  those  in  the  service,  at  the  time,  ought 

to 

(1)— -Letter  from  the  Presidency  of  Sarat  to  Bombay,  6th  September  1670. 
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to  be  employecL  This  supply  of  men  was  the  more  urgent,  chap.il 
from  the  permission  given  to  the  soldiers,  obtained  from  the  167^  -71* 
Eling's  service,  to  resign  when  they  pleased,  a  circumstance 
which  rendered  discipline  impracticable ;  recruits,  there- 
fore, ought  to  be  engaged  for  a  term  of  years,  that  being 
under  martial  law,  their  discipline  '  and  services,  in  case  of 
attack,  might  be  relied  on.<^> 

Sir  William  Langhome  had  arrived  at  Fort  St.  George,  Sn^E^ 
as  Provisional  Agent,  till  the  expiration  of  Mr.  Foxcroft's  J^^JJ^on  i^ 
term :   in  the  interval,  he  had  proceeded  to  Masulipatam,  to  oJasT***  ^ 
act  as  Provisional  Superior  of  that  Factory^  as  Mr.  Jearsey, 
from  his  disputes  with  Sir  Edward  Winter,   could  not  be  con- 
tinued as  Agent.     Sir  William  Langhome  reported,  that  from 
the  quantity  of  goods  shipped  for  Europe,  the  warehouses  were 
almost  empty ;    but  he^  had  taken  measures,    to  enable  the 
Factory  at  Masulipatam  to  provide  for  the  following  season : — 
these^  measures,  and  the  provision  made  at  the  Fort  (including 
the  imports  frt)m  Bengal)  would  fiimish  a  frdl  investment  for 
the  ensuing  season: — the  investment  for  Europe,    for  the 
season  1670-71,  exclusive  of  thirteen  hundred  and  fifty  bales 
of  goods,    remaining  in  the  warehouses,   ready  for  the  first 
ship  which  might  arrive  from  Europe,  was  as  fdlows : — 
voir.  II.  2  P  Exported 

(1)— Letten  from  the  Presidency  of  Sarat  and  the  Deputj  Governor  at  Bombay  to 
theCoart,  20th;;No7ember  167O1  gthand  I4th  Jannary  1670-71,  and  7th  April  I671. 
'——  Letter  from  Bombay  to  Surat,  20th  December  1670 
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cHARii.  Pagodas. 

1670-71.          Exported  fiom  the  Fort    144,726    9  1 

firom  Metchlepatam  . . .  •  35,967  13  3 

fromtheBay 85,644    4  1 

Pagodas    266,237  26    5  W 

^mLdi^  The    trade   at    Bantam,    during  the  season   1670-71, 

the"  Factory  *  had  assumed  a  more  promising  aspect,  as  the  orders  of   the 

from  E^^i  Court,   after  the  peace  with  the  Dutch,  could  he  ftdly  acted 

tS^g">nto'    ^°-      ^y  comparing  the  limited  trade  between  Bantam  and 

the  Nati^°^  England,  and  between  Bantam,  the  Coast,  and  Surat,  in  the 

^^*"'        preceding  season,  with  the  quantity  of  pepper  required  to  fill 

up  so  large  a  tonnage  as  ten  sail,  dispatched  this  season  from 

Bantam    to   England,    (notwithstanding  the  continuance  of 

the  wars  between  Jambee  and  Johore)  we  discover,  that  this 

Agency  had   made  the   greatest    exertions,    for   there   still 

remained  in  the  warehouses  3,893  peculs  of  pepper ;    there<> 

fore   the  large  stock  which    the  Court    had    consigned   to 

Bantam,    was  fully  employed,    and    the   proportions   of   it 

which   had  come  in  Surat  and  Coast  goods,   had  found  a 

ready  market.    The  sale  of  the  cloths  had,  however,  been 

skffected,  by  the  arrival  of  a  Danish  ship  from  Tranquebar, 

which, 

(i)-^Letter  from  the  Agent  and  Factors  at  Masulipatam  to  the  Court,  1 4th  July 
]670.<— *—  Letter  from  Fort  St  George  to  the  Presidency  of  Sarat,  11th  April  1671 . 
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trhich,  by  glutting  the  mai^ket^  had,  for  a  time,  diminished    ^^J'J^f 
the  demand/')  1670-71- 

Considerable  embarrassments  had  been  felt  this  season, 
from  the  Gompany^s  seamen,- and  some  of  their  inferior  ser- 
iants,  having  gone  on  board  the  ships  and  junks  of  the  King 
of  Bantam,  who  had  formed  the  project  of  establishing  a  trade 
in  pepper,  to  such  distant  ports  as  Macao,  or  China,  on  the 
one  hand,  and  to  Mocha  and  the  Gulf  of  Persia  on  the  other : 
— ^to  remedy  this  evil  in  future,  an  oath  of  fidelity  to  the  Com- 
pany had  been  administered  to  their  servants,  and  a  recommen- 
dation submitted  to  the  Court,  to  restrict  the  commanders  of 
ships  consigned  to  Bantam,  from  selling  anchors,  cables,  haw- 
sers, or  azimuth  compasses,  to  the  Native  Princes  in  the  Southern 
Seas,  without  the  consent  of  the  Agent  and  Council  at  Bantam. 
As  an  expedient,  the  Agency  of  Bantam  had,  this  season, 
endeavoured  to  form  a  trade  at  Tywan,  which,  in  time,  might 
prove  the  means  of  opening  a  commercial  intercourse  with 
Japan,  but  the  result  could  not,  as  yet,  be  known/^ 

The  uncertainty  which  hitherto  had  prevailed,  respecting  Commercial 
the  import  and  export  trade  at  Bantam,  or  at  the  subordi-  bSt^wn  the 
nate  stations,    was  this  year  obviated,  by  an  agreement  be-  tam  and  the 
tween  the  King    and   Mr.  Dacres,  the  Agent,  by  which  it  Agent. 

2  P  2  was 

(1)— Letter  from  the  Agent  and  Council  at  Bantam  to  the  Coart,  20th  December 
1670. 

(2)— Letter  from  the  Ageat  and  Council  at  Bantam  to  the  Court  30th  Januar7 
1670-71. 
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CHAP.  II.  ^g^  stipulated^  that  the  Company  should  pay  annually^  in  lieu 
ie70-71«  of  all  duties,  4,000  rials  per  annum,  and  that  their  ships,  ves- 
sels, and  junks,  should  have,  without  any  duties  imposed  on 
them,  a  free  export  and  import  trade,  reserving  only  to  the 
King  the  established  duties  on  pepper;  and  that  opium  should 
have  a  free  import,  but  be  sold  at  the  custom-house  only,  and 
not  in  the  towns,  or  at  any  other  place,  under  the  penalty  of 
being  forfeited :  provided  that  all  military  stores,  imported  by 
the  English,  should  be  offered  for  sale  to  the  King  exclu- 
sively/*) 

<l)— Copy  of  Agreement  between  Agent  Dacres  and  the  Saltan  of  Bantam^  39tb 
March  l8;i.    (Yd.  nrW,  No.  2555). 
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1671-72. 


Tjecb   measures  of    the  Directors  for  their  trade^     in   chap,iij 
the    season    1671-7^9    were  aflfected  by  the  preparations  of  167l-7^« 
France^  Holland^  and  England^ .  which  threatened  a  war  in  of  the  Court  ^ 

to  Sorat,  on 

Europe :— these  appearances  necessarily  obliged  the  Court'  to  the  proiMbiU- 

tyofawaria 

vary   their  equipments  and  stocky    as  they  were  unable    to  Europe,  aud^ 

equipments 

conjecture^  either  what  were  the  objects  of  the  war,  or  of  the  and  stock  H- 

mited,  in  ex- 
maritime  alliances  or  oppositions  by- which  their  trade  might  be  p«ctation   of< 

affected. 

At  the  opening  of  the  season,  it  was  intimated  to  the  Pre- 
sidency of  SuRAT^  that  the  Court  had  resolved  to  extend  their 
trade,  by  trying  exchanges  between  India  and  the  countries 
bordering  on  the  China  Seas  ;  and  with  this  view>  they 
had  taken  up  sixteen  hundred  tons  of  shippings  exclusive  of 
two  vessels,  which  were  to  proceed,  first-  to  Surat,  and«  then 
to  Bantam,  to  make  an  experiment  of  trade  with  Tonquin, 
Formosa,  and  Japan : — ^the  vessel  intended  for  Japan  was  to 
be  furnished  with  a  stock,  estimated  at  ^14,000,  and  to  take 
in  a  part  of  her  assortment-  at  Surat>  for  the  place  of  her 
ultimate  destination. 

After  the  events  in  Europe  assumed  that  aspect,  which : 
impressed    the    Court    with    the    opinion,    that   war  was 

probable. 
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CHAP^.  probable,  they  limited  the  equipments  to  Surat  to  four  ships, 
I67O-7I.  with  a  stock,  in  goods  (chiefly  cloths)  and  bullion,  estimated 
at  ^85,000,  and  postponed  the  plan  of  dispatching  a  ship 
from  England,  direct  to  Bantam^  and  thence  to  the  China 
Seas,  till  the  relations  of  the  European  nations  should  be 
positively  ascertained,  or  the  war  become  certain,  for  it  would 
not  have  been  prudent  to  detach  a  vessel,  with  a  valuable 
stock,  from  the  Surat  trade,  on  a  speculation  liable  to  go 
many  hazards.  On  reviewing,  also,  the  information  from 
Surat,  of  the  relative  circumstances  of  the  Mogul  and  of 
Sevagee,  it  was  resolved,  as  the  most  efiectual  means  of 
conciliating  this  Chief,  to  resettle  the  Factory  at  Rajah- 
pore/'> 
Coarfsrega.  The  Court,  on  examining  the  report  on    the  plans  for 

Bombay.  rendering  the  Island  of  Bombay  sufficiently  strong  to 
resist  any  enemy,  approved  of  the  appointoient  of  Mr. 
Gyfibrd  to  be  Deputy  Governor,  and  of  Captain  Herman 
Bake  to  be  Engineer  and  Surveyor  General,  and  instruct* 
ed  the  President  and  Council  of  Surat  to  examine  and 
approve  of  all  plans,  before  they  should  be  carried  into 
execution :— -and  to  strengthen  the.  garrison,  one  hundred  and 
fifty  soldiers  had  been  embarked,  and  a  proportion  would 
annually  be  engaged.     As  it  had  been  found  difficult  to  arrange 

the 


(l)«-Letten  from  the  Court  to  the  n«tldent  and  Oeoncil  at  Suxtt^  2ad  Jane  16^1^ 
aod  15th  March  167173. 
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the  duties  and  customs  exacted  at  Tannah  and  CaraDJah,  with    ^^yj[* 
the  Crown  of  Portugal^  it  was  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  Pre-  1671  -72. 
sident  and  Council  of  Surat,  to  adjust  this  business,  if  pos« 
sible,  by  offering  concessions,  on  the  part  of  the  Company, 
and  jnequiring  reciprocal  concessions  from  the  Viceroy  of  Goa. 

The  Company's  four  regular  ships  were  to  be  dispatched 
as  a  fleet,  with  orders  not  to  touch  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
and  to  be  cm  their  guard,  on  approaching  St.  Helena,  to  pre* 
vent  any  risk  of  capture.<') 

From  the  distracted  state  of  the  government  of  Persia, 
at  this  JTmcture,  and  from  the  probability  of  a  war  with  the 
Dutch,  the  President  and  Council  of  Surat  were  instructed 
to  limit  the  trade  between  Surat  and  that  country,  to  ap- 
pearances only,  that  the  Company's  rights  of  trade,  which 
bad  formerly  been  granted  to  them,  and  their  moiety  of 
the  Customs  at  Gombroon,  might  be  preserved;  but  not 
to  engage  in  any  commercial  speculation,  or  expect  profit 
from  this  trade.<^> 

The  Court>  on  reviewing  the  information  on  the  state  of  Directions 

for   encreas- 

their  afiairs  at  Fokt  St.  Geobge,    and  particularly  of  the  log  the  gar- 

rison  at  Fort 

strengtibi  of  the  garrison,  authorised  the  Agent  and  Council  to  St.  George. 

engage 

(1) Letter  from  the  Court  to  the  President  and  Council  at  Sorat^  15th  March 

1671.7a. Letter  from  the  Court  to  the  Deputy  Governor  at  Bombay^  15th  March 

167172. 

(2)— Letters  from  the  Court  to  the  Chief  and  Factors  at  Gombroon^  23d  June  167  <> 

and  ]5th  March  1071*72. 
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^^^^'  "'  ^^^^S^^  fr^^  *^^  ships,  as  many  men  as  would  fill  up  the 
16*^1  •'^Q.  complement  of  the  troops,  which  would  save  the  expence 
of  sending  recruits  'from England  : — ^This  expedient  was  the 
more  necessary,  from  the  expiration  of  the  covenants  of  some 
of  the  soldiers,  and  from  the  misconduct  of  others,  which 
required  that  both  of  these  descriptions  of  men  should 
return  on  the  ships  of  this  season* 

On  reviewing  the  report  of  the  Commissioners,  who  had 
investigated  the  long  subsisting  disputes  between  the  Agent 
and  Ciouncil, .  Sir  Edward  Winter,  and  Mr.  Jearsey,  the  Court 
decided,  that  die  enquiry  had  not  been  properly  conducted, 
and  ordered,  diat  what  remained  of  Sir  Edward  Winter^s 
goods  should  be  sold,  and  credit  given  to  him  for  the  amount, 
to  be  paid  on  his  arrival  in  England. 
Equipments  The  equipments  for  the  Coast,  this  season,  amounted  to 

and  stock  for  ^     *^ 

Fort  St.         nearly  two  thousand  tons;  and  the  stock,  consisting  of  a 

'George  and  ^ 

subordinate  small  proportion  of  British  produce  (broad-cloths,  lead,  and 
copper)  but  chiefly  of  ingots  of  gold  and  foreign  coins,  was 
estimated  at  ^160,000,  of  which  ^133,700  was  in  gold  and 
coins.  Of  this  lasfge  stock,  .s£30,000  was  intended  for  the 
Factory  at  MasuUpatam,  and  ^40,000  for  Bengal,  and,  in 
addition  to  the  ^14,000  ordered  to  be  sent  from  Surat  to 
Bantam,  ^5,000  was,  annually,  to  be  provided  in  Coast 
commodities,  for  the  trade  to  Japan.<'> 

The 

(i)-LeUersfronQithe  Court  to  the  Agent  and  Council  at  Fort  St.  George^  isth 
December  l6fi,  and  15th  March  1671-72. 


stations. 
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The  instructions  for  the  subordinate  Factory  at  Masiilipa-    ^^^:J?' 
TAM  required,  that  this  trade  should  be  extended,  and  that  1671-72. 
one-half  of  the  goods  sold  at  this  station  should  be  English 
woollens ;  but,  in  providing  accommodation  for  the  Factors, 
on  this  encreased  scale  of  trade,  the  sum,  to  be  annually  ex- 
pended in  buildings,  should  not  exceed  six  hundred  pagodas.(^> 

The  separate  instructions  to  the  Factory  at  Hughly 
ordered  that  is^5,000  should  be  annually  invested  in  silk,  for 
the  Japan  trade ;  but  the  principal  assortment  should  be  of 
taflaties  aiid  Bengal  muslins,  for  the  home  sales/^> 

The  Court,  on  taking  into  consideration  the  report  which  Equipments 
they  had  received  from  Bantam,  dunng  the  season  lo/l-/^^  Bantam,  and 

,  ^  instructions 

decided  that  this  port  should  become  the  centre  of  trade  for  to  attempt 

trade  at 

the  exports  from  Europe,  from  Surat,  and  from  the  Coast ;  China,  Ton- 

j  quin^Tjwan^ 

and,  as  such,  enable  the  Company  to  prosecute  schemes  of  a  and  Japan. 
circuitous  trade  to  Tonquin,  Formosa,  and  Japan,  the  equip- 
ments and  stock  were  therefore  formed  on  a  more  enlarged 
scale,  and,  for  the  first  time,  we  discover  the  intentions  of 
the  Court  to  open  an  indirect,  if  it  should  not  be  practicable 
to  establish  a  direct  trade  to  China.  Excluded  from  the  Spice 
Islands  by  the  Dutch,  and  rivalled  and  frequently  borne  down 
by  them,  in  the  pepper  trade  at  Java  and  Sumatra,  it  was  re- 
VOL.  II.  2  Q  solved 

(l)^Letter  from  the  Court  to  the  Chief  and  Factors  at  Masulipatam^  December 

1671- 

(2)--LetterB  from  the  Court  to  the  Chief  and  Factors  at  Hoghlj,  28th  June  and  18th 
December  l^l. 
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CHAP.  II.  solved  to  establish  a  traffic  in  the  farther  Indian  Seas,  by  con- 
1671-72'  ^ignii^K  shipping  to  Bantam,  to  the  amount  of  not  less  than 
2,800  tons  : — three  of  the  ships  were  to  proceed  to  Tonquin, 
Tywan,  and  Japan,  with  Europe,  Surat,  and  Coast  goods, 
suited  to  those  markets,  and,  in  return,  to  obtain  Japan  produce^ 
for  the  Indian  and  Europe  markets.  In  this  way,  the  Court 
projected  to  bring  China  produce  into  their  trade,  or  into 
the  circuit  of  their  exchanges,  and,  subseijuently,  to  acquire 
a  share  in  the  China  trtide/') 

On  the  basis  of  these  principles,  the  Court  res<dved  to 
fix  Factories   at   Tywan  and    Tonquin,    and  appointed  (but 
with   discretionary  powers  to   the  Agent  at   Bantam)  ciril 
servants  from  England,  to  be  Factors  and  Writers  at  those 
stations ;  and^  in  like  manner.  Writers  and  Factors  for  Japan, 
who  were  to  be  accredited  with  letters  from  the  King 'and 
from  the  Company,  to  the  Emperor,  soliciting  his  permission  to 
re-establish  a  trade  between  his  dominions  and  the  English 
Factories  in  the  East-Indies.     The  instructions  were  introduced 
with  references  to  the  former  connexion  of  the  English  with 
Japan,  as  the  reason  of  the  Company  for  again  oflering  to  open 
this  trade;  and  to  obviate  the  difficulties  which  had  prevented 
its  continuance,  the  Agents  were  to  declare,  that  their  only  view 
was  trade^    and^  on  no  occasion,  to  interfere  in  matters  of 
religion  :  and  that,  in  the  use  of  their  flag,  they  were  parti- 
cularly 

(I)— Letters  from  the  Court  to  the  Agent  and  Council  at  Bantam,  23d  June  1671, 
and  2d  February  1671.72. 
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cularly  to  explain  ^  that  the  cross  on  it  was  not  a  badge  of  their  ^^AP.JlL 
being  Catholics,  but  only  the  characteristic  mark  of  their  1671 -72. 
nation  to  distinguish  English  ships,  and  ought  not  to  excite 
any  alarm  in  the  Japanese^  that  the  English  had  any  scheme 
for  detaching  them  from  their  established  belief: — should 
the  Agents  be  permitted  to  erect  houses  of  trade,  all  at- 
tempts to  filHrtify,  or  to  land  guns,  were  to  be  avoided ;  but, 
if  possible,  they  were  to  endeavour  to  evade  the  ancient 
requisition,  that  the  guns  of  the  ships  should  be  landed,  and 
the  rudders  unhung,  during  the  time  of  their  being  in  a  Ja- 
panese port : — ^dke  Company's  Agents  were  always  to  wear 
dresses  of  English  cloth,  with  gold  ajptd  silver  lace^ 
that  th^  appearance  might  convey  to  the  Empdror,  and  to 
his  c^ieers,  impressions  of  Iheir  rank.  Three  vessels  tvere 
destibed  for  this  commercial  specii^btion^  with  cargoes  chiefly 
consisting  of  English  broad-cloths,  and  an  assortment  of 
glasses,  &c.  for  presents,  and  such  Indian  articles  as  would 
sell : — ^the  imports  expected  wer^  go^9  silver,  and  copper, 
and  cabinets  of  lacquered  work,  china  jars,  &c.;  and,  on  the 
return  of  the  ships,  they  were  to  touch  at  Bantam,  the  Coast, 
and  at  Surat,  for  goods  to  fill  up  their  tonnage,  that  they 
might  come  to  England  with  full  cargoes.  <^) 

The  orders  to  the  Governor  of  St.   Hblema  form  only  a  Reguhtiont 
supplement  to  the  annual  directions^  viz.  that  the  original  di*  leoa. ' 

2  Q  2  visions 

(1)— Letter  from  the  Court  to  the  Ageot  and  Council  at  Bantam,  2i8t  September 
\67i. 
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CHAP.  II.  visions  and  grants  of  land  should  be  confirmed ; — ^that  the 
1671-72*  town  should  be  built  on  the  plan  formerly  sent^  at  a 
distance  from  the  Fort^  and  the  market  placed  in  its  vicinity ; 
— ^that  no  boat  should  be  suffered  to  land  with  more  than  ten 
men,  whatever  flag  the  ship  might  carry; — ^that  the  crews 
should  not  be  permitted  to  enter  the  Fort,  or  to  make  excur- 
sions in  the  Island,  or  to  sleep  on  shore; — ^that  the  honours 
of  the  flag  should  be  dispensed  with,  it  not  being  a  Royal 
garrison,  and  that  all  disputes  respecting  salutes  should  be 
avoided,  by  complying  with  them,  to  the  extent  of  seven  guns 
only ; — ^that  such  inhabitants  as  should  be  called  on  to  assist 
in  the  defence  of  the  Fort,  should  be  allowed  a  compensa- 
tion ; — and  that  provisions  should  be  furnished  to  the  Com- 
pany's shipping,  only,  lest  the  demand  might  be  a  stratagem 
of  an  enemy,  by  reducing  the  stocky  to  facilitate  an  attack  o& 
the  Island,  (i) 


1^  trade  at  Tuming   from  the  domestic  proceedings  of  the  Court 

*'^'edT"the  *^*^  measures  which  events  had  rendered  it  expedient  to 
fromaTs-  ^^P*>  ^*  the  three  principal  stations  of  the  Company^s  trade 
thTDmch"*"  ^^  ^^^^'  ^^™g  **^^  ^^^^^  1671-72,  it  must  be  recoHected, 
and^theNa.    tj^^t  the  ordws  from  England  coulcf  only  be  carried  into  exe* 

cution 

(I)*— Letter  from  the  Court  to  the  Governor  of  St.  Helena,  23d  June  \6fh  and. 
15th  March  1671-72. 
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cution  in    India,    as  circumstances  .migbt  render  obedience    ^JJi^^;J3* 
practicable.  167 1  -  72. 

The  events  at  Surat,  during  the  season  1671-72,  re- 
quired prudence  and  firmness  in  those  to  whom  the  Company's 
interests  were  entrusted,  who  were  obliged  to  accommodate 
their  conduct  to  circumstances,  and  to  the  habits  or  preju- 
dices of  the  Natives ; — ^for  those  habits  could  neither  be 
opposed  by  European  opinions,  nor  resisted  by  notions  of 
national  dignity: — and  the  following  incident  is  a  memorable 
example  of  the  application  of  local  knowledge,  and  temperate 
manners,  in  restoring  tranquillity,  and  preserving  the  English 
rights  at  Surat,  which  an  opposite  conduct  might  have  en« 
dangered  or  oversets 

In  July  1671,  some  Dutch  seamen,  who  had  been 
intoxicated^  insulted  the  attendants  of  Aga  Jaffier^  a  chief 
officer  in  Surat,  and  after  a  disorderly  conflict,  took  refuge 
in  the  English  Factory  : — ^the  Governor  of  Surat,  alarmed  at 
what  was  represented  to  him  to  be  a  combination  of  the  three 
Christian  Nations  (English,  French,  and  Dutch),  ordered  the 
Moors  to  discontinue  their  services  to  the  Europeans,  and 
to  put  them  to  death,  with  impunity^  if  found  with  arms  :  the 
Company's  servants,  on  this  occasion,  were,  therefore,  obliged 
to  keep  within  their  house,  and  business  was  at  a  stand* 
The  President,  who  was  at  Swally,.  received  information  of 
this  circumstance  in  his  way  to  Surat,  and  returned  to  Swally, 
where  he  was  met  by  the  Dutch  and  French  "  Directores,**  who^ 

had 
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^"^j'J^;  had  fled  from  Surat.  At  a  conference,  it  was  agreed  that 
1671-72*  the  three  Nations  should  assume  the  appearance  of  an  inten* 
tion  to  abandon  their  Factories  at  Surat,  that  they  might 
bring  the  Governor  to  terms : — ^the  result  was,  after  commu* 
nications,  by  messengers,  forabove  six  weeks,  that  the  privi- 
leges of  the  European  nations  were  restored  to  them,  and 
their  Presidents,  or  "  Directores,'*  invited  to  return  to  Surat : 
but,  in  the  ceremonies  on  this  occasicm,  the  levity  of  the 
French,  in  affecting  pomp  and  power,  had  not  the  English 
and  X>utch  Presidents  manifested  a  behaviour  dictated  by 
common  sense,  would  again  have  plunged  the  whole  into  dis- 
tress:— ^the  European  Factors,  however,  returned  to  their 
houses,  on  the  19th  August  1671,  and  the  English  obtained 
a  grant  of  one  year's  customs,  in  addition  to  their  former 
privileges ;  which  probably  arose  from  the  ai*rival  at  Bombay, 
of  the  Company's  fleet  from  Europe :-— these  ships,  with  a 
propcnrtion  of  Europe  gpods  and  stock,  were  sent  to  the 
subordinate  Factories  of  Porcat,  Batticolo,  and  Carwar, 
under  orders  to  dispose  of  the  goods,  and  to  return  to  Surat 
with  the  produce  intended  for  Europe. 
A  large  This  momentary  conunercial  calm  was  disturbed  by  the 

arriving  at      arrival  of   a  French  fleet  of  twelve  sail  of   armed   ships, 
aioQsade-      and  merchant  vessels,    commanded  by  an   Admiml,    Mon« 

pression  on        .  -.  j         •  «  •  i 

the  English  sicuT  Dc  la  Hayc^  and  with  a  ^toek  computed  at 
^130,000  :-~on  this  fleet  had  been  jembarked  about  two 
;l^ousand  t|xx>ps,  great  part  of  which  died  at  St.  Lawi^ice, 

or 


trade. 
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or  Madagnscar : — the  French,  with  their  usual  gasconade,  €HAP.  ii. 
published,  that  another  fleet  might  be  expected  from  Europe  :  1671-7^* 
— ^this  excited  an  immediate  alarm  in  the  Governor  of  Surat^ 
from  a  jealousy  of  the  French  intentions  j  but  the  commercial 
evil  to  the  English  trade  was,  that  the  French,  by  extravagant 
presents  and  imprudent  purchases,  lowered  the  price  of  the 
Europe  cargoes,  and  raised  that  of  Indian  produce : — this 
fluctuation  the  President  considered  to  be  rather  alarming  in 
appearance,  than  in  fact,  because  he  judged  that  this  variation 
in  prices  inust,  in  a  short  time,  terminate  in  the  ruin  of  the 
French ;  an  opinion  which  was  soon  justified  by  the  conduct 
of  the  Natives,  who  received  the  French  with  deference,  but 
had  no  confidence  in  a  trade,  which  they  held,  from  the  folly 
of  the  traders,  to  be  temporary  and  precarious 

The  French,  with  their  national  arrogance,  expected,  on 
this  occasicm,  that  the  Company's  ships  at  Swally  would  pay 
their  fleet  the  .honors  of  the  flag,  because  they  bore  the  flag  of 
a  Sovereign,  and  not  that  of  a  commercial  Company ; — ^the 
President,  however,  with  becoming  spirit,  resisted  this  pre-- 
tension,  both  from  a  sense  of  the  Company^s  flag  being 
authorized  by  the  King,  and  from  the  distinction  between  the; 
King's  and  Company's  flags  being  unintelligible  to  the  Native 
Grovemors  or  Princes. 

It  was  at  this  juncture,  that  the  Presidency  formed  a  An  English 

Agent  sent  to- 

treaty  with  Sevagee,  on  the  basis  of  which  the  Company's  Sevagee,    to^ 
^  °  ^  solicit    pay- 

Factory  at  Aajahpore  was  proposed  to  be  re-established.     The  ment  of  the 

public 
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CHAPEL  public  instructions  to  Mr.  Ustick,  who  was  sent  to  negotiate 
167 1-72.  this  agreement,  were,  to  stipulate  for  payment,  by  Sevagee,  of 

Company*!  •  .  •    .         •     , 

losses  by  his    the  losses  which  the  Company  had  sustained  from  his  armies, 

armies.  ,  ,  i    i  i        ' 

amounting  to  32,000  pagodas  ;  and  the  secret  orders  were,  to 
accept  of  such  a  sum  as  could  be  procured,  in  money  or 
in  customs :  if  these  conditions  should  be  obtained,  he  was 
to  stipulate  for  similar  privileges  to  the  English,  Mrith  those 
which  had  been  granted  by  the  Mogul,  and  the  other  Native 
Princes,  but  to  avoid,  under  general  excuses,  any  agreement 
to  fiimish  naval  or  military  assistance,  and  to  leave  that 
subject  open  to  subsequent  arrangement,  explaining,  that  the 
Company  were  merchants  only,  and  that  military  services  were 
incompatible  with  commerce ;  but  to  promise  a  full  supply  of 
such  articles  as  England  afforded,  for  the  maintenance  of  his 
power /^) 

It  was  difficult  for  the  Presidency,  under  such  circum- 
stances, to  shape  their  conduct  in  such  a  manner  as  neither  to 
alarm  the  Mogul,  (already  beginning  to  entertain  suspicions 
of  Bombay,  as  an  impregnable  port)  nor  to  offend  Sevagee, 
because  each  could  have  obstructed  the  plan  of  acquiring  a 
trade  on  the  Malabar  Coast,  in  opposition  to  the  Dutch. 

The 

<!)— General  Letter  from  the  Presidency  of  Surat  to  the  Coort^  7tb  November  1671« 
Narrative  of  the  Dispute  with  the  Governor  of  Surat,  July  1671,  (vol.  xxvii.  No.  256l.) 
—  Instructions  to  Mr.  Stephen  Ustick  to  treat  with  Sevagee,  (vol.  xxvii.  No.  2581.) 

Articles  between  the  President  and  the  Shahbunder  of  Surat,  21st  August  1671, 

(vol.  xxvii.  No.  2574.) 
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After  the  kte  peace^  the  Dutch  affected  friendships  but   char  ii. 
in  this  season^  they  resumed  their  ancient  animosities,  for,  1671 -7^* 

Dutch   again 

by  leagues  with  the  Country  Powers,  and  by  their  superior  interferewith 

the    Compa* 

naval  force^  their  designs  against  the  English  settlements  at  nf%  trade. 
Carwar  and  BiHiapatam,  became  apparent :— cargoes,  however, 
were  provided  for  the  CkHopan/s  shipping,  and  instructions 
given  to  the  Captains^  from  the  doubtful  appearance  <^  ai£urs^ 
in  Europe^,  to  keep  together^  and  resist  whatever  enemy  might 
assail  them  :<-^the  investments   consisted   of  a  considerable 
quantity  of  pepper,    and  of  a  snudl  proportion  of.  Lahore^ 
indigo/') 

The  exertions  of  this  Presidency  were  liable  to  constant  Apprehensi^ 
a>U»T.pti<n>,  fii>m  event,  alectiog  the  «»ereig.ty  of  the  <».».  7^ 
try  to  which  the  trade  was  extended ;  a  victory  by  Sevagee  over  Sevagee. 
the  Mogul  army,  exposed  Surat  (then  in  a  defenceless  state)  to 
invasion,  while  the  eKacticms  and  the  rapacity  of  a  new  Go« 
vemor,  under  the  pretext  that  the  President  intended  to  retire 
horn  Surat  to  Bombay,  were  excessive;  for  at  one  time  he  took 
possession  of  the  English  Factory, .  but  soon  quitted  it;  leavings 
them  in  uncertainty,  either  how  to  provide  inveiriments  fop/ 
£an>pe,  in  this^  or  for  the  subse<|uent  season/^> 

The  events  at  Bombay,  during  the  season  1671-72,  related  Measarer  at 
vol.  II.  2  R  only  ^^^  ^""^ 

(0—Oeoeral  Letter  from  the  PresideDcj  of  Sarat  to  the  Courts    lOth  Jatoaary 

(2)— ^Leltters  from  the  fteiidency  of  Surat  to  the  Court,  SdPebruarj  KJ71.72,  and  ' 
Cth  and  23d  AprU  I6721 
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^^^AP^H-   only  to  the  progress  of  the  manufacture  of  cotton^  and  to  the 
167 1-72.  means  employed  to  bring  the  inhabitants  under   a  regular 

defcndiflgthc       ,       3.        . 

Xiiaod.  subordination  ; — ^the   Governor    and   Council   reported,    that 

they  trusted  the  fortifications  wouU  be  completed  in  the  course 
of  another  year,  and  that  they  had  divided  the  old  soldiers 
among  the  two  companies,  that  their  example  might  have  an 
eflEect  on  the  discipline  of  the  recruits,  and  habituate  them  to 
the  service  of  the  Island ;  but  that  it  would  be  expedient,  from 
the  great  mortality  among  the  soldiers,  to  send  an  annual  supply 
of  fifty  men ;  and  that  the  principle  of  seniority  must  be 
observed,  in  adjusting  the  rank  of  the  ofiGicers  : — ^the  shipping, 
however,  of  the  island,  as  well  as  of  Surat,  had  been  ex* 
posed  to  captures  by  the  Malabar  pirates,  and  therefore  it  was 
necessary  to  build  and  equip  some  small  armed  vessels,  for  the 
protection  of  the  trade  of  the  Island.(^> 

Judging,  however,  from  the  circumstance  of  the  Presi- 
dent being,  a  second  time,  prevented  from  visiting  Bombay,  to 
revise  the  regulations  for  its  administration,  it  had  become 
a  question,  whether  it  might  not  be  wise  to  remove  the  Presi- 
dency from  Surat  ^  to  Bombay,  leaving  a  Chief  and  Council 
at  Surat,  to  carry  on  the  trade  and  maintain  the  privileges ; 
because  t^e  Jocal  situation  of  this  city  made  it  dependant, 

and 


(i)-«GeDeral  Letter  from  the  Presidency  of  Sarat  to  the  Courts  7th  Norember  167U 
't— —  Letter  from  the  Governor  and  Council  of  Bombay  to  the  Court,  18th  November 
1671. 
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and  exposed    to    constant    alarms    from    Sevagee    and  the  ^^^^;JJ' 
Mogul/  and  the  Company  to  losses,  from  the  extortions  of  1671-72. 

Sir  WilUatu 
both/'^  Langhorne 

assumes  the 

The  events  at  Fort  St.  G£orge  and  at  its  dependencres,  Government 

'^  of  Fort  St. 

in  the  season  1671-72,  consisted  chiefly  in  the  final  adjust-  George,  and 

'     '  ^  -^  Mr.Foxcroft 

ment  of  the  disputes,  between  Sir  Edward  Winter,  Mr,  Fox-  and  Sir  Ed- 

^  '  ward  Winter 

croft^  arid  Mr.  Jearsey,  the  Agent  at  Masulipatam,  and  refer,  retura  to 
in  general,  to  the  Company^s  interests  and  trade.  In  the 
whole  of  the  dispute,  from  its  commencement  to  its  becoming 
a  subject  of  enquiry  for  Commissioners,  the  intemperance 
of  Sir  Edward  Winter^  and  the  imprudence  of  Mr.  Foxeroft 
and  his  adherents,  rendered  it  expedient  to  recall  both,  and 
to  bring  the  subject  under  the  cognizance  of  the  Court; 
each  party,  however,  was  permitted  to  bring  home  such 
evidence  as  he  might  deem  necessary  for  his  vindication. 
Mr.  Foxeroft  embarked  in  January  1671-72,  leaving  Sir  Wil- 
liam Langhorne,  Agent  at  Fort  St.  George,  and  Sir  Edward 
Winter  sailed,  at  the  same  time,  on  another  vessel,  for 
England. 

In  this  season,  a  Cowl,  or  Phirmaund,  was  obtained  from  phirmaund, 
the  King  of  Golcondah,  granting  new  privileges  to  the  Com-  additionaf 
pany,  at  Fort  St.  George,  of  which  the  Agent  and  Council  SrE^uhr 
were   availing  themselves,  to  prevent  future  disputes   about  jfrom  the 
customs,   and  were  of  opinion,   that  though  the   expences  condalu 

incurred 

.  (l)-^Iaetter8  from  the  Presidency  of  Surat  to  the  Courts  lOtb  January  and  23d 
February  1671-73,  and  <3th  and  23d  April  1672. 
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^^^^J'  incurred  in  obtaining  this  grants  w«re  considerable  Ae  ad- 
167 1  -.7^-  vantages  arising  from  it  would  fully  compensate  ihc  charges. 
State  of  trade         The  trade  had  been  successful,  as  full  cargoes  had  been 

at  Fort  St.  ^ 

Oeorge  and    put  CMQ  board  the  shipping,  and  there  remained  in  the  ware- 

•ubordinate  xx      g 

^Settlements,  jiouses  a  considerable  store  for  the  next  arrivals : — it  would  be 
^expedient^  however^  to  low^  the  prices  of  English  cloths, 
<&c.9  particularly  those  intended  far  Bantam,  where  the 
market  had  been  glutted,  by  the  imports  of  the  Portuguese, 
Panes^  and  French. 

The  only  report,  regarding  trade  in  Bengal,  was,  that, 
at  Patna,  the  Agent  had  made  advantageous  purchases  of 
saltpetre,  which  would  be  in  readiness  for  the  ships  of  the 
subsequent  season/^> 

TradeatBan-         The  Company's  trade  at  Bantam,  at  the  commencement 

tam  impeded^ 

by  disputes    of  the  season  1671-7^9  had  been   obstructed,  by  the  shift* 

Vfiih  the 

King,  and    ing  d^Tccs  of  powcr    bctwccn    the  King  and  the  Chiefs, 

the  inter-  c»         o  m  ^  o 

ferencesof    ^t    the    different    ports    in    the  Island    of    Java,    and    by 

(kheDotch,  ^  "^ 

panes,  and   the  commercial  interferences  of  the  European  nations  Cthe 

French.  ^  ^  ^ 

Dutch,  French,  and  Danes)  which  had  lowered  the  price 
of  Europe  produce,  and  diminished  the  pn^ts  from  die  ex- 
change of  Eastern  articles  :— these  events  had  obliged  the 
Agent  to  have  recourse  to  expedients  to  obtam  pepper,  the 
staple  €xport  of  Bantam^    at  advanced  prices;    but  it  had 

been 

(1) — ^Letters  from  the  Agent  and  Council  at  Fort  St.  George,  to  the  Court,  6th 
September  i67l»  «nd  23d  January  i0;i.72««-i-i-  Lett«r  from  the  Agent  at  Maaulipatam 
to  the  Court,  9th  August  l6;i. 
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been  procured,  in  sufficient  quantity  to  meet  the  orders  of  the  charh. 
Court,  and  to  fill  up  the  tonnage  of  the  expected  fleet  This  1671-72- 
import  would  materially  aflect  the  profits  of  the  sales  in  Eng- 
land:— the  Agent  and  Council,  in  illustration,  stated,  that 
the  probability  of  wars  between  the  King  of  Java  and 
Coxsin,  the  Chief  of  Formosa,  who  controlled  Uie  Kings  of 
Jambee,  Johore,  &c.,  would  have  the  e£^t  on  i;he  trade  at 
those  ports,  of  rendering  the  price  of  imports  and  exports 
uncertain,  and  commercial  speculation  difficult  :-~it  was  farth w 
explained,  that  the  quantity  of  Coast  and  Surat  cloths,  brought 
by  the  French  and  Danes,  and  the  ncm-arrival  of  those  articles^ 
which  the  Court's  letter  had  estimated  at  ^12,000,  would 
compel  this  Agency  to  apply  almost  their  whole  stock  of 
money  to  provide  goods  for  the  expected  tonnage,  leaving 
sufficient  room  for  the  imports  expected  from  Tywan  and 
Japan  ;  circumstances  which  had  diminished  their  means  of 
providing  investments  for  the  large  tonnage  which  the  Court 
proposed  for  the  following  season/^) 

The  imports  from  Japan  and  Tywan  not  being  hitherto 
brought  into  the  trade,  the  report  on  this  subject  could  only 
be  expected,  in  the  advices  of  the  following  season/') 

(l)..Letters  from  the  Agent  and  Conncil  at  Bantam  to  tbe  Courts  November  iol 
29th  Deoembcr  167U 

(2)-**Letter  from  Mr.  W.  Baron  to  the  Court>  dated  Bantam  4th  Jooe  1(^1. 
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1672-73. 


CHAP.  II.  jj.  ^Yxe  Court,  in  the  preceding  season,  had  been  obliged 

1672 -73-  to  abridge  the  projected  amount  of  their  equipments  and 
the  Compa-  shipping*,    both  from    the   appearance  of  war  between   the 

nj  accommo-         *  *      c  *  * 

dated  to  the  Maritime  Powers  in  Europe,  and  from  the  uncertainty  of  the 

war  between  ,  *  •' 

hT^^^  ^^^  alliances,  or  enemies,  which  the  King  might  hare  to  support, 
or  to  oppose,  the  events,  in  1672-73^  removed  this  uncer- 
tainty, and  compelled  the  Directors  to  accommodate  their 
measures  in  England,  and  their  instructions  to  their 
servants  in  the  Indies,  to  the  existing  state  of  affairs  in 
Europe. 

It  is  necessary,  only,  to  refer  to  the  alliance  which  the 
King  had  formed  with  Louis  XIV.,  and  the  declaration  of 
war,  by  both,  against  the  States  General,  to  discover  the 
source  of  that  caution  which  the  Company  were  obliged  to 
observe. 

The  events  in  the  war,  affecting  the  trade  to  the  East- 
Indies,  were,  the  indecisive,  but  destructive  naval  battle  of 
Solebay,  in  May  1672,  and  the  occupation  of  five  of  the 
Seven  Provinces  of  the  States  General  by  the  French  armies  : 
— ^the  one,  had  the  effect  of  rendering  the  arrival  or  de- 
parture of  the  Company's  ships  uncertain;    and  the  other^ 

of 
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of  lowering  the  pretensions  of  the  States,  in  any  treaty  in  cujlP.u, 
which  the  war  might  terminate.  1672-73. 

It  appears,  that,  during  the  war,  secret  negotiations 
were  carrying  on,  with  the  object  of  conciliation,  between  the 
King  and  the  States  General,  and  that  the  Court  were  aware 
Ambassadors  were  about  to  proceed  to  the  French  camp,  to 
frame,  and,  if  possible,  to  settle  preliminaries  of  peace. 

The  Court,  therefore,  in  June  1672,  presented  a  memo-  ^^"r'j*  ™®- 
rial  to  the  King,  praying,   that  the  Ambassadors  might  be  ^^^\l^JJ^Jf^ 
instructed  to  propose,  that  mutual  reparation  should  be  made  ^"3^^*?^^ 
by  the  Dutch  and  English  East-India  Companies,  for  any  J^^"?;'^^^^^ 
damages  done  to  either,  since  the  last  peace,  or  the  breaking  ^Ifh^the^" 
out  of  the  existing  war,  or,  at  least,   from  the  date  of  the     "*^^' 
memorial ;  and,  in  case  the  negotiation  $hould  be  proceeded 
in,  that  the  Company  might  be  allowed  to  represent  to  the 
King,  what  would  be  indispensable  for  the  better  carrying  on 
the  trade,  in  future:    but,    should   it    be    impracticable   to 
accomplish  this,  in   the  treaty   then  pending,   they  trusted^ 
that  there  would  be  a  general  article  inserted,  referring  to  a 
treaty,  to  be  subsequently  formed,  for  settling  the  East-India 
trade.<*) 

These  circumstances  explain  the  source  of  the  general  General  in- 

BtructioDS  to 

instructions  which  the  Court  framed,  for  the  conduct  of  their  ^^   foreiga 

Settlements^ 

Foreiffn  Settlements  ;  or,  that  they  were  to  follow  the  orders  •«  conse- 

^  7        ?  J  ^        quenccofthe 

■  which  ^''•'^• 

(1) — Memorial  of  the  East-India  Company  to  the  King,  respecting  the  negotiations 
with  Holland.    (East>India  Papers  in  the  State  Paper  Office,  No.  261.) 
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9*^'";  whidb  they  had  received^  for  proTiding  the  mvestment^  at 
1672-73.  Surat,  at  Fort  St.  George,  axid  at  their  dependencies,  pre- 
viously to  the  breaking  out  of  the  war ;  hut  to  postpone 
sending  stock  oc  shipping  to  Bantam,  that  pcnrt  being  more 
exposed  to  interruptions  in  trade,  and  to  losses  in.  shipping,  than 
their  more  concentrated  stations  on  the  Malabar  and  Cflffo- 
mandel  Coasts. 

As  pepper  could  not  be  obtained  from  Bantam,  and 
twelve  hundred  tons  of  this  article  were  required  for  the  home 
sales,  this  supply  was,  if  possible,  to  be  procured  through 
the  Factories  on  the  Malabar  side  of  the  Peninsula,  and  on 
the  ships  in  which  this  pepper  was  to  be  laden,  the  other 
articles  required  for  the  £urope  market  were  to  be  sent. 

As  a  second  general  instruction^  the  Court  intimated, 
that  they  intended  to  dispatch  ten  saO,  or  about  four  thousand 
tons  of  shipping : — ^this  fleet  was  to  be  divided  into  three 
squadrons,  under  what  was  then  termed  an  Admiral,  Vice 
Admiral,  and  Rear  Admiral ;  it  was  to  proceed,  in  the  first 
instance,  to  Fort  St,  George  and  Masulipatam^  and  take  in 
jiuch  goods  as  might  be  ready  at  those  places  ;  then  to  touch 
at  Porcat,  Carwar,  Billiapatam,  &c.,  and  the  Factories  along 
the  Malabar  Coast,  and  rendezvous  at  Bombay  ;  and,  lastly, 
to  assemble  at  Surat,  to  complete  their  cargo^  : — ^from  being 
armed,  each  with  from  thirty  to  thirty-six  guns,  and  fully 
manned,  the  ships  were  to  sail  as  a  fleet ;  but  not  to  touch 

at 
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at  St.  Helena^  a  report  baring  reached  England,  that  tins    chap.ii. 
Island  had  been  captured  by  the  Dutch.  1672-73. 

The  particular  orders  to  President  Aunmer  specified,  that  Particular 

^  o  r  7  orders  to  Pre- 

the  intentions  of  the  Court  were  to  keep  open  the  trade  at  the  wdent  Auo- 

gier,  whose 

diflferent   ports  subservient  to  the  Presidency  of  Surat,  for  »aiary  was 

*  "^  augmented. 

which  a  stock,  estimated  at  ^£90,000,  had  been  sent;  and 
though  discretionary  powers  were  given  to  the  President,  in 
case  of  any  unforeseen  emergency,  to  r^nove  the  Company's 
Factory  to  Bombay,  this  was  to  be  avoided,  if  possible,  till 
the  re-establishment  of  peace  in  Europe :— 4ind,  in  con- 
sideration of  Mr.  Aungier's  services,  his  salary  was  increased 
to  ^300  per  annum,  with  a  gratuity  of  ^500,  and  a  pro- 
portionate addition  allowed  to  the  subordinate  servants. 

Under  the  prospect  of  peace,  the  Court  desired  informa- 
tion of  the  kinds  of  goods  which  would  be  required  in  the 
Persian  market,  and  for  Quedah  and  Siam,  should  it  become 
advisable  again  to  attempt  trade  at  those  ports.  (^> 

The    general    instructions  were  repeated  by  the  Court  rmtrocUott* 

to  pJM6   Port 

to  the  Agent  and  Council  of  Fort  St.  George,  which  have  St.  Geoige  in 

a  ttato  of  do*> 

been  detailed,  as  transmitted  to  Surat,  the  only  separate  ^^'^^ 
order  being,  to  endeavour  to  place  the  Fort  in  a  state  of 
defence  against  any  enemy; — ^in  return  for  the  stock  con- 
tngned  to  this  branch  of  the  trade,  estimated  at  ^87,700,  a 
large  proportion  of  Coast  cloths  were  to  be  laden  on  the 
vol..  II.  2  S  shipping, 

(1)— Leiten  from  the  Court  to  the  President  and  Coanci]  of  Surat^  5th  Jolj^  gth 
August^  and  13th  December  1672,  lOth  January  1^2-73,  and  28th  April  l6^3. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


314  ANNALS  OF  TH£  HONO&ABLS 

^JJ^^PJI.    shipping,   as   sodn  as    they  should   arriye   at  Madras   and 
1672-73.  Masulipatam,   for  which  ports  the   fleet    was,   in  the  first 
instance,  to  shape  its  course,  and  then  to  follow  the  destina- 
tions which  have  been  specified. 
SdTmJBei.  The  Company's  trade  in  Bengal  was  immediately  con- 

^^'  nected  with  their  investments  from  Fort  St  George: — the 

principal  articles  expected  from  Hughly  were  saltpetre  and 
tafi&ties,  the  qualities  of  which,  though  good,  as  silks,  had 
been  found  deficient,  in  point  of  colour,  particularly  the 
greens  and  blacks; — ^perscms^  therefore,  were  sent  on  this 
fleet,  qualified  to  improve  these  articles,  by  dying  the  green 
and  black  silks ;  but  under  an  obligation  to  keep  their  art 
secret  from  the  Natives/') 


Political  and  The  political  and  commercial  circumstances  of  the  Pre- 

relations  of    sideucy  of  SuBAT  and  the  Island  of  Bombay  were  aflfected,  not 

BoinbaT  and 

Surat  viih     only  by  the  war  with  the  Dutch,  but  by  the  alliance  with 

tbePorta- 

gnate  and      Fraucc,  it  being  possible  only  to  act  on  the  defensive  against 

tbe  Natire 

Fowen.        the  former^  and  hazardous  to  co-operate  vidth  the  latter. 

At  this  time,  the  project  of  adjusting  the  duties  at  Tan- 
nah  and  Caranjah,  with  the  Viceroy  of  Goa,  had  failed,  and 

therefore 

(1)— Letters  from  the  Coart  to  the  Agent  and  Coancil  at  Fort  St  George^  9th 
Aognst  and  i3th  December  1672. 
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^erefore  could  only  be  settled  by  an  application  of  tbe  9"^^^l' 
King  to  the  Crown  of  Portugal,  requiring  the  performance  1672-73. 
of  the  stipidations  in  the  original  Treaty  of  Cession.  On  consul- 
tation^ it  was  deemed  expedient  to  postpone  any  treaty  with 
Se^agee,  till  the  result  of  the  war  between  this  Chief  and  the 
Mogul  should  ascertain  his  submission  to,  or  his  independence 
on  that  power : — ^the  President  and  Council  of  JSurat,  howeyear, 
did  not  reject  his  ofiers  of  privileges  of  trade,  but  evaded  any 
treaty,  by  demanding,  as  a  preliminary,  a  sum,  in  compen*- 
sation  for  past  losses,  the  payment  of  which  was  to  become 
the  basis  upon  which  any  treaty  wiih  him  could  proceed : — 
by  this  delay,  an  4>pportunity  was  aflbrded  to  keep  up  the 
Company's  relations  with  the  Mogul  Goyemment,  that,  at 
the  close  of  the  war  between  these  Native  Powers,  it  might  be 
ascertained,  what  Factories  could  be  held  as  safe  in  the 
dominions  of  either. 

The  naval  war  between  what  was,  at  this  time,  termed 
the  Malabar  fleet,  and  the  Siddees,  or  Mogul  fleet,  (for  both 
were  at  sea,)  it  was  expected  would,  in  the  course  of  the  year, 
be  decisive;  and  this  uncertainty  rendered  it  indispensable, 
that  some  armed  vessels  should  be  built  and  equipped  at  Bom- 
bay, for  the  protection  of  the  trade,  and  to  maintain  the 
English  naval  character,  the  Native  Powers  and  merchants 
making  constant  comparisons  between  it  and  that  of  the  Dutch, 
and,  recently,  of  the  French,  in  the  Indian  Seas :  unless,  there- 
fore, the  English  Factories  and  trade  should  be  protected  by 

2  S  2  a  respectable 
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CHAP.  IL  a  respectable  naval  force,  the  confidence  of  the  Native  Powers 
1672-73.  conld  neither  be  acquired  nor  preserved,  nor  the  Company's 
outward  or  homeward  ships  arrive,  to  pre-occupy  the  mar- 
kets, or  yield  profits  to  the  proprietors,  which  alone  oonki 
maintain  their  credit  against  such  powerful  rivals,  acting 
either  as  allies  or  as  enemies  : — ^RdFerence  to  these  pditical 
circumstances,  aflfecting  the  safety  of  the  Presidency  of  Surat, 
and  of  Bombay,  will  explain  the  sources  of  the  oonunercial 
reports  from  both. 

Of  the  Europe  imports,  the  broad-cloths  had  sold,  but 
with  a  small  profit; — the  sales  of  the  foreign  merchandize  had 
rather  been  attended  with  a  loss ; — ^the  allnm  could  not  be 
sold,  and  ought,  for  the  present,  to  be  withdrawn  from  the 
Company's  assortments ; — ^the  copper  and  quicksilver  being  in 
demand,  had  sold  with  considerable  profit ;  but  the  balance  of 
gain,  from  the  whole  sales,  would  do  little  more  than  clear 
the  debt  at  interest,  and  would  not  leave  a  fund  for  providing 
an  investment  for  the  subsequent  year.  As  the  demand  for 
tin  and  copper  was  considerable,  though  the  Dutch  (with 
large  quantities  of  finer  spices)  had  sold  copper  at  reduce^ 
rates,  a  large  proportion  of  both  articles  ought  to  be  sent 
•on  the  next  fleet ;  but  toys  and  glasses  would  not  sell. 

The  homeward  fleet  from  Surat  was  to  consist  of  four 
ships,  with  an  investment  estimated  at  ^98,000 :— ^80,000 
more  had  been  borrowed  at  interest,  and  the  goods  intended 
for  Bantam  had  been  sold  at  prime  cost,  to  enable  them  to 

provide 
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proyide  for  the  investment  of  the  next  geaaan ;  a  lai^  stocky   Q^^-P; 
therefore,  would  be  requisite  to  keep  up  the  trade,  m  aay  l&j'2^'^S 
degree  of  equality  with  that  of  the  other  European  nations ; 
and  this  stocky  it  was  submitted,  ought  to  be  seat  dbiefly 
m  bullion/*) 

Resuminjsr  the  account  of  affairs  at  Surat  and  Bombay,  as  Measures  of 

°  ^  ^  ^  President 

detailed  at  the  close  of  the  preceding  season,  it  appears,  that  Aungier  and 

the   Depatjr 

the  question,  whether  it  would  be  expedient  to  remove  the  Goremor, 

^  ^  '^  for     inittiog 

Presidency  from  Surat  to  Bombay,  had  been  postponed  till  the  Bombay  in- 
contending  interests  of  the  European  Maritime  Powers  could  ^*°2*  ^' 
be  adjusted,  or  their  proportions  of  the  £ast*India  trade  J^  JTuie 
settled;    the  President  and  Council  of  Surat,  therefore,  in-  ^^^  of  Go- 

^  '  yernmenu 

formed  the  Court,  that  Mr.  Aungier  had  gone  to  Bombay,  in 
May  1672,  where  his  experience  and  authority  were  employed, 
in  putting  that  Island  in  a  state  of  defence,  against  any 
attack  which  might  be  meditated  by  the  Dutch,  or  any 
other  enemy ;  that  he  had  strengthened  the  fortifications,  and, 
by  strict  discipline,  prepared  the  troops  for  action ; — ^that  the 
inhabitants  were  formed  into  a  militia,  to  act  with  the  garrison ; 
—that  the  fortifications,  as  originally  designed  by  Captain 
ISmith,  were  upon  too  narrow  a  scale  for  the  defence  of 
the  Island ; — ^that  the  revenue  from  customs  could  not  be 
estimated  at  more  than  20,000  xeraphins  per  annum ; — ^that 

the 

(I)— Letters  from  the  Deputy  Presideot  and  Cooncil  at  Surety  (the^Fresident  being  at 
Bombay),  22d  October  and  lOth  December  1672,  10th  and  l^th  January  and  25th 
February  ld72*73^  and  4th  April  167a. 
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^^5'^^'  *^^  project  of  establishiog  a  mint^  from  the  necessity  of  gend- 
1672-73.  ing  the  bullion  to  Surat^  t^ould  not  be  carried  into  effect,  how* 
ever  obvious  its  importance  might  be  to  the  Company's  trade  i^ 
— ^that,  if  this  measure  could  be  effected,  four  distinct  species  of 
money  must  be  coined,  viz.  gold,  to  be  called  Carolinas  ;  silver^ 
or  Anglinas  j  copper,  or  Copperoons ;  and  tin,  or  Tinnies/*) 

In  aid  of  Mr.  Aungier's  opinion,  Captain  Shaxton,  who 
commanded  the  Company's  forces  at  Bombay,  represented^ 
that  though  every  exertion  had  been  made  to  encrease  the 
garrison,  by  filling  up  the  two  European  companies  vidth 
natives,  that  each  might  consist  of  one  hundred  and  thirty 
men,  and  though  a  militia,  or  train  bands,  had  been  embodied 
at  the  town  of  Bombay,  and  at  the  different  stations,  to 
the  number  of  nearly  fifteen  hundred  men,  one  half  car- 
rying fire-arms,  and  the  other  lances,  and  though  this  force 
would  be  sufficient  to  resist  any  of  the  Country  Powers,  or 
States,  yet  it  would  be  inadequate  to  defend  the  Island  against 
an  European  enemy  : — ^To  render  this  garrison  efficient,  there- 
fore^ five  hundred  soldiers,  with  proper  officers,  must  be  sent 
from  England^  and,  from  casualities,  an  annual  supply  of  one 
hundred  recruits  ;— with  this  force,  he  could  not  only  be  in  a 
'Capacity  to  defend  the  Island,  but  to  act  offensively  against 
the  invaders  of  any  of  the  Cc^apany's  Factories,  admitting^ 
<at   the  same  time,    the  immense   charges  which   had  been 

incurred, 

(1^— Letters  from  President  Auagier  aad  the  Council  at  Boinbaj  to  the  Courts   l4th 
Jane  and  7th  October  1672. 
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incurred^  in  building  the  fort,  but  that  it  was  not  more  than    fHAP.iL 
half  completed/  and  would  require  additional  stock,  for  two  1672*73- 
years,  to  finish  it/*> 

^  The  Presidency  of  Surat  suggested,  in  this  season,  the 
expediency  of  erecting  courts  of  law,  and  establishing  a  police 
at  Bombay ;  measures  which,  though  expensive,  they  trusted 
would  add  to  the  confidence  which  the  Natives  were  be- 
ginning to  feel,  that  the  English  would. protect  them,  and, 
in  the  event  of  peace,  would  render  the  Island  a  considerable 
commercial  resort.. 

If  these  preparations  promised  a  vigorous   defence,   in  Appearance 

of  a  Dutch" 

the  event  of  any  attack,  it  was  found,  on  the  appearance  of  fleetoffBom* 

bay, 

a  Dutch  fleet,  in  February  1672-73,  under  Rickloff  Van  Goens^,. 
the  Dutch  Governor  General  of  India,^  that  the  greatest 
alarm  was  created,  the  inhabitants  having  fled  to  the  Portu- 
guese Settlements  for  safety.  The  Dutch  fleet  hovered,  for 
some  time,  between  Bombay  and  Surat ;  and,  in  this  crisis,  the 
the  Governor  had  applied  for  the  assistance  of  five  hundred 
Rajpoots;  but  before  they  could  arrive,  the  enemy  disap- 
peared, probably  on.  discovering  the  number  of  the  militia  and 
garrison,  and  that  an  attack  would  be  vigorously  resisted.<^> 

At  Fort  St,  George,  in  1672-73,  the  investment  was  French  Pac 

tones     eita* 

greater  than  cQuld  have  been  expected,  during  hostilities  with  biished  at 

'  Trincoroal6 

the  Dutch*.  .  .  and  at   Su 

(1)— Letter  from  Captain  Shaxton  to  the  Courts  3d  January  1672-73. 
(2)— Letters  from  President  Aungier  and  the  Council  of  Bombay  to  the  Courts 
6th  and  llth  January^  and  I8th  and 28th  March  1672-73. 
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CHA^  II.  The  unnatural  alliance^  between  England  and  France^  to 

1672- 73-  depress  the  Dutch  in  Europe^  had  induced  the  French  to  send 
Monsieur  De  la  Haye  to  the  East-Indies^  with  a  considerable 
armament.  On  its  first  appearance^  it  lowered  the  power, 
and  pretensions  of  the  Dutch,  to  exclusive  trade^  but,  in  the 
sequel,  by  introducing  the  French  to  a  participation  of 
trade,  formed  a  dangerous  rival  to  the  EngUsh  company: 
— ^De  la  Haye  first  attempted  to  establish  the  French  at  Trinco*- 
mal^,  in  the  Island  of  Ceylon,  from  which  the  Dutch  force  was 
unable  to  remove  them; — ^From  Trincomal^  they  sailed  to 
the  Coromandel  Coast,  and  unexpectedly  landed  three  hundred 
men^  and  some  guns,  at  St.  Thom6,  which  they  took  by  storm, 
in  July  1672>  and  resisted  the  numerous  forces  of  the  Natives, 
which  could  ndt  expel  them.  Sir  William  Langfaorne's  conduct 
at  Fort  St.  George,  on  this  occasion,  discovered  great  prudence 
and  foresight : — as  allies  of  the  King,  he  could  not  oppose  the 
French,  but  he  considered  their  settlement  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  Fort  (should  they  retain  possession  of  it)  as  leading  to 
consequences  that  would  embarrass  trade,  and,  in  any  future 
war  with  France,  place  two  garrisons  in  a  distant  country; 
in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  each  other,  under  circumstances 
which  must  be  destructive,  dther  to  the  one,  or  to  the  other. 
This  event  is  the  more  memorable,  from  its  being  the  first 
appearance  of  the  French  on  the  Coromandel  Coast,— on 
which,  towards  the  middle  of  the  subsequent  century,  the  wars 

arose 
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«rose^  which  ultimately  led  to  the  acquisitioa  of  the  British   chap.  n. 
territorial  power  in  Hindostan;^^)  1672-78. 

The  relative  circumstances  in  Bengal^   with  those  of  investment 

in  Bengal 

the  Coast,    and    of  Surat,  during  the  season  1672-73,  were  limited,  from 

'  >  — ©  9      9     9  disputes  be- 

affected  by  the  arrival  of  the  French  fleet  in  the  Indian  Seits,  ^^^^  t^«, 

^  ^  Dutch  and 

to  participate  in  the  jtrade  in  the  Ganges^  and  by  a  dispute  Jhe  Nabob  of 
between  the  Dutch  and  the  Nabob  of  Dacca,  which  exposed 
the  English  to  contingencies,  that  prevented  the  fiill  provision 
of  the  Bengal  invektment : — ^the  apprehension  of  this  evil 
(though  three  of  the  Company's  ships  had  arrived  in  the  Bay,) 
obliged  the  Agent  to  fill  them  up  with  such  goods  as  he  had 
in  store,  and  to  dispatch  them  to  the  Coast,  to  complete  their 
cargoes  at  MadraB.(^> 

The  Agent  and  Council  at  Bantam,  during  the  season  Trade  at  Ban- 

tam  depress- 

1672-73,  were  obliged  to  adopt  temporary  commercial  eicpe-  ed  by  the 

war  with  the 

dients  :-*^-of  the  ships  dispatched  to  Tywan,  two  vessels  had  Dutch,  but» 

/•         1  •    1  •  Factory  esta- 

been  lost,  and  the  success  of  a  third  was  uncertain  :-^-«ome  biished  at 

Toaquin. 

of  the  Company's  ships  had  been  taken  in  the  Straits  of  Bahca 
,by  the  Dutch,  and  the  sales  at  Bantam  obstructed : — several 
Frendi  ships  had  also  arrived,  laden  with  cloths,  which,  in 
colours  and  patterns,  were  more  marketable  than  those  whidb 
the  Presidency  of  Surat  had  sent  for  the  Bantam  sales : — ^the 
VOL.  II,  2  T  result 

(1)— Letter  from  Fort  St.  George  to  the  Courts  l(5th  December  167a. — -  Letter 
from  Sir  William  Langhome^  Agent  at  Fort  St.  George,  to  the  Court,  Ist  Jaaoary  1Q72-73* 

(2)-*-Letter  from  the  Agent  and  Factors  at  Hoghly  to  the  President  and  Cooncil  at 
Surat,  23d  August  1§72.       .  '  .  . .      ; 
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CHAP.  11.  resuit  of  these  events  was,  that  expectations  were  rather  to  be 
1672-73-  entertained,  of  the  revival  of  trade  at  Bantam,  when  the 
Dutch  war  should  terminate,  than  of  profitable  sales  or  pur- 
chases, while  it  continued ;  and^  indeed^  when  it  is  considered^ 
that  the  principal  seat  of  the  Dutch  power  was  at  Batavia, 
and  that  the  English  were  at  war  with  that  nation,  it  could 
not  be  expected,  that  the  Agency  at  Bantam,  or  the  Factories 
at  Jambee,  Tywan,  or  even  the  trade  to  Japan,  could 
succeed,  in  opposition  to  a  rival,  so  superior  in  fleets,  and 
in  territorial  power.<*> 

These  accounts  of  the  state  of  trade  at  Bantam, 
afibrd  a  view  of  the  commercial  relations  between  the 
Dutch  and  the  Native  Powers ;  and  the  instructions  which 
the  Agent  and  G>uncil  gave  to  Mr.  Gyflbrd,  who  had  been 
sent  to  open  a  trade  at  Tonquin,  evince,  that  tmder 
the  most  discouraging  circumstances,  efibrts  were  made  to 
extend  the  commerce  of  the  Company,  by  evexy  practi- 
cable expedient.  Mr.  Gyfiord  was  directed,  on  his  arrival 
in  the  river  of  Tonquin,  to  receive,  with  all  deference, 
the  officers  of  the  King  and  Prince ;— to  limit  his  requests  to 
permission  to  trade ; — ^to  give  presents  to  the  amount  of  ^600 
per  annum,    only,  the  Dutch  (notwithstanding  their  large 

commerce) 

(1) — Leitei  from  the  Agent  and  Council  ui  Bantam  to  the  Court,  25th  Jul/  1672. 
— «-  Letter  from  the  Agent  and  Council  at  Bantam  to  the  Presidencj  of  Surat,  22d 
Septeoabet  and  9th  October  JO72.— *~  Letter  from  the  Agent  and  Council  at  Bantam  to 
the  Agent  and  Council  at  Fort  St.  George,  20th  March  1672-73. 
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bommeree)  not  having  exceeded  ^i^OO ; — to  ask  permission  to  chap.  ii. 
have  a  Factory  and  Agents  ; — ^to  oflfer  to  the  King  a  prefei'ence  1672-73. 
in  the  purchase  of  all  commodities,  and  liberty  to  sell  to  others 
what  he  should  not  select; — to  request  leave  (still  with 
discretionary  powers,  to  act  according  to  circumstances)  to 
purchase  stlk  at  Tonquin,  proper  for  the  Japan  market,  and 
to  buy  the  manufactures  of  Tonquin,  and  musk,  for  England, 
and  gold,  to  be  sent  tp  the  Coast  of  Coromandel ; — and  to 
dispose  of  such  quantities  of  English  manufactures,  and  of 
pepper,  as  might  be  practicable/^^ 

The  report  of  Mr.  Gyflford,  on  his  reaching  Tonquin,  Mr.Gyfford's 
shews  the  difficulty  of  complying  with  the  terms,  though  he  ^^*.^«  a^  Ton- 
might  with  the  spirit  of  his  instructions  : — ^he  stated,  that  the 
government  of  the  King  was  arbitrary  ,and  absolute  j-— that 
though  he  paid  the  sums  for  which  he  contracted,  he  required 
the  goods,  of  which  he  had  a  selection,  to  be  given  him  at  such 
price  as  his  Mandarins  would  allow ; — ^that  the  power  of  the 
Prince  was  equally  absolute,  and  his  payments  to  be  made  only 
when  be  should  succeed  to  the  throne ; — ^that  the  powers  of 
his  officers,  and  of  the  Mandarins^  were  unlimited,,  pro« 
vided  they  met  the  vie^rs  *rf  the  King,  and  therefore  were 
arbitrary  and  vexatious  to  the  trader ; — ^that  the  Natives  were 
aTHridouS)  jealduB,  and  vindictive ; — Whence,  ju<^ing  from  the 

2  T  2  practice 

(1)— Instractlons  and  directions  from  the  Agent  and  Council  at  Bantam  to  Mr. 
William  Gyfford,  for  attempting  the  settlement  of  Trade  at  Tonquin,  25th  May  I672. 
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CHAP^.  practice  of  the  Dutch,  (who,  for  a  long  time,  had  traded 
I672-73.  at  the  place)  the  imports  of  sucK  goods  as  the  King  might 
require,  must  be  complied  with,  and  the  sales  consist  of 
such  articles,  as  were  in  common  demand ; — ^that,  therefore, 
a  considerable  stock  would  be  required  for  a  participation  in 
the  trade,  the  profits  from  which  were  uncertain ; — ^that  the 
temptation  to  the  Company  to  continue  this  speculation,  was 
the  prospect  of  obtaining  raw-silk,  which  would  find  a  sale 
at  Japan,  and  bring  silver,  gold,  and  other  articles  in 
return,  and  thus  extend  the  circuit  of  exchanges  for  Europe 
produce,  at  Bantam,  the  Coast,  and  Surat ;  but  that  the 
sale  of  English  cloth  was  uncertain,  from  the  dress  of  the 
different  ranks  at  Tonquin  being  fixed,  and  from  the  £irbitrary 
power,  from  the  King  to  the  Mandarin,  being  such  a^  to 
render  it  hazardous  to  expose  goods,  which  might  tempt 
avarice,  without  producing  profit ;— on  the  whole,  that  the 
establishment  of  trade  at  Tonquin,  was  rather  to  be  considered 
as  an  expedient  for  facilitating  the  intercourse  with  Japan^ 
than,  in  itself,  a  means  of  procuring  imports  for  Europe,  or 
sales  of  European  produce. 

The  Factors  at  Tonquin  justified  these  observationii,  for 
they  explained,  that  silk,  velvet,  musk,  and  lacquered-'Work 
(considered  to  be  superior  to  that  of  Japan)  were  to  be  ob- 
tained at  that  poit,  and  then  specified  the  Europe,  Surat,  Coast^ 
and  Bantam  porduce,  viz.  English  cloth,  lead,  warlike  stores, 

saltpetre, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


BAST-INSIA    COMPANY.  325 

saltpetre,  Surat  and  Coast  cloths,  and  pepper,  which  would    9^^j^: 
find  a  sale  at  Tonquin,  and,  in  return,  hring  articles  to  form  1672-73. 
part  of  the  assortments  for  the  C!ompan/s  Factories  in  India, 
or  for  their  sales  in  Europe.<^> 

(l)— Letter  from  the  FMors  at  Tooqain  to  the  Coart^  7th  December  16^2. 
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1673-74. 


»  'i-.^ 


CHAP.  II.  The  proceedings  of  the  Court  of  Directors,  in  the  year 

1673-74.  1673-74,  were,  at  the  commencement,  \iecessarily  influenced 
war^in^Eu^^  by  the  State  of  the  war,  and  towards  the  close  of  the  season, 
pwOTCM  o^f  ^7  ^^^  Treaty  of  Westminster,   between  the  King  and  the 
Cd^e.^"*^  States  General.     After  referring  to  the  indecisive  naval  actions 
of  the  fleets,  commanded  by  the  Duke  of  York  and  Prince 
Rupert,  to  the  progress  of  the  French  armies,  in  reducing 
M aestricht,  and  to  the  first  appearances  of  negotiation  at  Co- 
logne, the  Court  adverted  to  the  opposite  views  of  the  German 
Princes,  regarding  France  and  the  States  General : — ^In  the 
Southern  Circles,  the  Sovereigns  and  Princes  favoured  the  pro- 
jects of  France,   while,  in  the  Northern  Circles,   they  were 
disposed  rather  to  support,  than  to  depress  the  States  General 
At  this  juncture,    information  was  received,    that  the 
Island  of  St.  Helena  had  been  captured  by  the  Dutch,  and 
retaken,  on  the  4th  May  1673,  by  Captain  Munden;   but, 
notwithstanding  this  recapture,  the  Directors  considered  the 
occupation  of  the  Island,  by  the  English,  to  be  temporary  and 
precarious.^') 

Under 

(1)— Letters  from  the  Court  to  the  President  and  Council  of  Surat,  llth^  23d,  and 
25th  August  1673. 
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Under  these  circumstances^    the  Court  expressed  their   ^^AP^r. 
apprehensions  to  the  Presidency  of  Surat,  for  the  safety  of  16^3 -74. 
Bombay,  as  intelligence  had  been  received  froita  Holland,  that 
the  Dutch  were  equipping  a  large  armament,  the  object  of 
which,  it  was  conjectured,  was  to  invade  that  Island. 

These  events  induced  the  Court  to  abridge  the  equip*  Equipments 

and  stock  to 

ments  and    stodk,    intended   for    Sufat,    more    particularly^  Suratdimi. 

nisbed. 

after  receiving  intelligence  of  the  state  of  the  markets  at 
that  port,  and  at  its  dependencies,  which  were  so  overstock- 
ed, that  neither  British  produce,  nor  foreign  merchandize, 
could  find  a  profitable  sale : — hence,  only  a  small  pro- 
portion  of  Surat  cloths,  with  a  quantity  of  Lahore  indigo, 
were  ordered  for  the  investment  of  the  following  year,  that 
the  trade  might  continue  on  a  limited  scale,  till  the  restoration 
of  peace/*> 

A  short  time,  however,   had  only  elapsed,  when  these  Treaty  of 
measures  of  precaution,  and  of  abridged  trade,  became  unne-  ster^bctwecn 
cessary,  from  the  restoration  of  peace,  between  England  and  Hofjand/and 
the  States  General,  by  the  Treaty  of  Westminster,  concluded  thVcomp^^ 
on  the  17th  of  February  1673-74 ;  the  conditions  of  which,  Smt?^'^' 
in  so  far  as  regarded  the  English  Eajst^India  trade  and  posses- 
sions, were  specified  in  the  Introduction  to  this  Chapter. 

The  Court,  in  consequence  of  this  Treaty,  instead  of  nar- 
rowing 

(l)-*LeUeT  from  tbe  Court  to  the  President  and  Council  of  Surat,  29th  September 
1673. 
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CHAP.  11.  rowing  their  equipments,  dispatched  a  ship  to  Surat,  with  a 
1673-74.  cargo  estimated  at  ^10,000  in  money,  and  5^8,000  in  goods, 
and,  subsequently,  consigned  three  ships  more  to  that  Presi- 
dency, to  the  amount  of  fifteen  hundred  tons,  with  directions 
to  enlarge  the  investment,  which  had  been  ordered  prior  to 
the  war,  because  they  could  now  carry  on  the  trade  at  their 
different  Factories,  without  apprehensions  of  interruption  from 
the  Dutch,  passports  having  been  mutually  given,  by  both  na- 
tions, for  the  protection  of  shipping.  On  this  occasion,  the 
Court  recommended  to  the  Presidency  of  Surat,  rather  to  solicit 
temporary  protection  from  the  Native  Governors,  than  to  incur 
heavy  charges,  and  uncertain  results,  by  seeking  Phirmaunds 
from  the  Eastern  Sovereigns/^) 

At  the  close  of  the  season  three  additional  ships  were 

dispatched    to    Surat  with  cargoes,  in   goods    and    money, 

estimated  at  5^82,000.(8) 

The  Govern-  Thc  instructions,  in  1673-74,  to  Bombay,  specified,  that 

bay  prohibit-  the  regulations  which  had  been  sent  home  for  approbation,  did 

tering  into     not  appear  to  be  of  th^t  description  which  the  Court  could  au- 

any  treaty  .      i     i  i        i  - 

with  the  Por-  thorizc,  and  therefore  mey  required,  that  rules,  better  accommo-. 

iugue§e,  til/*  1  !_•  1     1 

dated  to  local  circumstances,  might  be  framed,  to  which  they 
*  could  assent: — ^in  the  mean  time,  any  new  attempts  to -ne- 
gotiate with  the  Viceroy  of  Goa,  were  prohibited,  because  the 

Company, 

(1)— Letter  from  the  Court  to  the  Presidency  of  Surat,  I3th  March  1673-74,  and 
3d  April  1(574. 

(2)— Letter  from  the  Court  to  the  Presidency  of  Sorat,  3d  April  1674. 
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Company^  though  aiitfaorisEed  by  their  Charter  to  form  treaties  chap.  it. 
with  the  Native  PHnoes  or  States,  were  not  empowered  to  enter  1673  ^7^* 
into  engagements  with  the  officers  of  the  European  Maritime 
powers,  haying  settlements  or  trade  in  the  £ast*Indte&, 
as  such  agreements  might  lead  to  questions  between 
their  TespeckiTe  Sovereigns,  with  whose  political  relations 
it  would  be  unwise  for  the  Company  to  interfere^  particu* 
laxly  as  audi  treaties  might  lead  to  Conventions  f&t  mutual 
support,  against  the  Native  Powers,  which  would  be  hanrdous 
in  themselves,  and  productive  of  commercial  embarrawmentain 
dbe  sale  or  purchase  of  goods  : — the  Court,  therefore,  ordered 
the  Bombay  Government  to  take  all  its  directions  from  ^ 
Presidency  of  Surat ;  to  confine  itself  to  the  encouragement  of 
arts  and  trade  among  die  settlers ;  and,  as  recruits  had  been 
embarked,  to  attraid  to  their  discipline,  and  always  tQ  p)w$0 
^e  Island  in  a  state  of  defence,  notwithstanding  the  preset 
return  of  peace. 

An  interruption  had  taken  place  in  the  trade  to  FssaiA,  Meaij^res  for 

revivmg   the 

jMPobably  on  aecount  of  die  war  in  Europe,  as  well  as  of  the  Pbniantrade. 
political  embarrassments  in  tfiat  kii^dom  ;  the  Court,  w 
peace  bdng  restored,  resolved,  as  a  letter  had  been  obtained 
from  His  Majesty  to  the  King  of  Persia,  and  a  collection 
ci  former  Phirmaunds  had  been  made  by  the  Agent,  that 
trandations  should  be  sent  home,  for  their  information  ;  and 
that  a  new  Fhirmaund,  if  possible,  should  be  solicited,  for 
cMsfirmatioiiiiof  pH^leges,  but  would  not  come  to  any  positive 
VOL.  n.  2  U  resolution. 
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^HAPOI.  resolution^  respecting  the  trade,  till  an  answer  should  be 
1673-74.  received  from  the  King  of  Persia  to  the  King's  letter,  though 
they  considered  the  thousand  tomands  which  had  been  recover- 
ed in  the  preceding  season,  as  the  Company's  share  of  the 
customs  at  Gombroon,  to  be  much  below  the  expected  amount : 
—to  these  general  orders  were  subjoined  directions,  that  Ca- 
ramania  wool,  and  other  Persian  goods,  should  be  more 
strictly  inspected,  before  they  were  shipped,  as  many  of  the 
bales  had  arrived  in  England  in  a  damaged  state,  which, 
depreciated  their  value  in  the  market/^) 
The    Agent  The  same  intelligence  which  had  been  transmitted  to 

at    Fort    St.  ^ 

George  to  au  Surat,   respecting    the  state  of  affairs  in  Europe,  was  for-. 

tempt  cx)Dci- 

liatory  mea-  warded  to  the  Agent  and  Council  of  Fokt  St..  George,  with. 

sures      with 

the  Native  instructions  to  put  the  place  in  the  best  practicable  state  of 
defence,  to  try  every  possible  conciliatory  expedient  with 
tlie  Native  Powers,  and  to  give  greater  attention  in  assorting, 
the  Coast  cloths,  in  the  small  investment  which  could  be. 
collected,  in  a  state  of  war,  at  Madras  and  Masulipatam,  but 
not  to  provide  any  articles  for  the  trade  with  Japan,  which, 
for  the  present,  was  suspended<^^ 

After  the  peace  between^  the  English  and  Dutch  had  been 
signed,  orders  were  given  to  keep  on  the  best  tenns  possible  ^ 

with. 

(1)--Letter8  froai  the  Coort  to  the  Agent  and  Factors  at  Gombroon^  8th  May,  7^^ 
July,  and  7th  April  1674. 

(2)— Letters  from  the  Court  to  the  Agent  and  Council  at  Fort  St.  ^borge,  7lh  Jdty, 
29th  September^  istNoYcmber^  and  24th  December  1673. 
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.with  the  Natives,  both  in  the  vicbity  of  Fort  St.  George  and   cttAP.n. 
in  Bengal)  as  it  would  be  hazardous  and  expensive  to  soticit  1673-74. 
new  nurinaunds  from  the  King  of  Golcondab,  or  the  Mogul, 
experience  having  shewn,  that,  even  when  such  grants  were 
obtained,   the  oppressions  of  the  Nabobs,   or  NaJgs,   were 
seldom  diminished. 

Three  ships,  amounting  to  thirteen  hundred  and  fifty  tons.  Equipment. 

...  .  -  _„^  ^^^  and  stock  for 

With  cargoes  estimated  at  ^87,000,  were  to  be  dispatched,  this  Fort  St. 
season,  for  Coast  and  Bay  :-r-the  cargoes  consisted  chiefly  of 
money,  with  a  very  small  quantity  of  goods,  (broad-cloths, 
&c.)  in  compliance  with  the  opinion  of  the  Agent  and 
Council : — ^the  investment  for  Europe  was  ordered  to  consist 
chiefly  of  Coast  cloths,  of  the  denominations  frequently 
specified,  and  of  ten  thousand  pieces  of  tafl&ties,  and  three 
hundred  tons  of  saltpetxe  from  Bengal : — ^the  value  of  aglO  000 
in  goods,  was'  to  be  forwarded  to  Bantam,  to  enable  that 
Agency  to  resume  its  trade;— and  a  new  set  of  regulations 
was  transmitted  for  the  management  of  the  warehouses  at 
Fort  St.  George,  and  the  subsistence  of  the  Factors  and 
Writers  at  a  public  table.^'> 

From  HuGHLY  being  subordinate  to  the  Fort,  and  receiv-  ComiBerciai 
mg  from  thence  the  detail  of  the  measures  which  the  Court  to'thL*'A^nt 
had  adopted,  both  during  the  war,  and  after  peace  had  placed  "  ^""^ 
trade  on  better  ground,  local  directions  only  appear,  viz.  to 

2  U  i2  select 

(I)— Letter*  from  the  Court  to  the  Agent  and  Council  at  Fort  St.  George,  I3th 
March  1673  7*>  and  3d  April  1674. 
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CHAP.  II.  select  finer  tafiaties,  of  a  green  and  black  odwir  ;«-^to  keej^ 
1673-74.  the  saltpetre  men  and  weaTers  emfdo^ed^  and  alwa^  to  haf« 
a  quantity  of  tkese  commodities  ready  for  Ihe  shipping  aa 
their  arnTal,  for  which  purpose^  autlMKrity  was  giten  to 
the  Factory  to  draw  on  the  Court  to  the  amount  of  igSO^OOO 
this  season;  but,  under  no  circumstances,  to  detain  tib* 
ships  beyond  the  period  when  their  passage  round  the  Cape 
could  be  secure,  this  bemg  essential  for  the  Company^s  sales, 
in  which  any  deficiency  of  the  goods  expected  for  the  home 
market  had  the  worst  efl^t.  (^> 
EqQipisenti,  The  instiructipns  to  the  Agent  and  Council  at  Bantam, 

•tockf  and  ••••■•i«»i  • 

commercial    in  1673-74,  are  introduced  with  a  similar  narrative  of  the 

instractioos 

to  Bantam,  state  of  afiairs  in  Europe,  as  had  been  sent  to  Surat  and 
Fort  St  George,  but  with  the  additional  information,  thai 
the  force  sent  out  by  the  Dutch  against  the  French,  might 
probably  be  directed  against  Bantam,  and  the  commercial 
Agencies  at  Tywan,  Cambodia,  and  Japan,  rather  than 
against  the  Company's  Settlements  on  the  continent  of  India; 
a  conjecture  which  the  capture  of  three  of  their  6hips,  last 
season^  fully  justified : — ^this  misfortune  the  Court  attributed 
to  the  misconduct  of  the  Agent  at  Bantam,  who  had  detained 
the  ships,  particularly  the  vessdl  intended  for  Tywan,  after  the 
monsoon  had  set  in,  whidh  had  obl^^  the  Court  to  dispatch 
a  small  vessel  to  Bantam,  with  a  caigo  ef  j£l,200>  wn^er 

orders 

(1)— Letten  from  the  Court  to  the  Agtnt  and  Factors  at  Haghlj^  7tb  Julj  and  31at 
October  1073,  and  13th  and  ifitb  Match  l«;3-74. 
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tt^en  to  fttttn  dirMI  tik  Ba^^d  widi  ptppor,  anS  with  ^iJJ^J]^' 
iBBCnKtioiis   to  dife  Agents  «lwm7«  to  liave  a  coosEdeniUe  1673-7^ 
yntity  «f  tlus  ttrtidft  $a  rmdiaeM  to  mecit  the  brge  equip* 
ment  and  Stock  to  he  <:Mu%iMd  to  tbem^  as  soon  as-the  pea«9e 
with  the  Dutdi  dimild  Be  VKtilied.  ^ 

When  this  eteat  t^ok  jilace^  is  February  1673-74,  tiie 
destinataon  of  the  sarall  th^  was  ckaafed,  and  the  Coaapaayli 
ship  Ea^e,  with  a  stock  eMiauted  «t  ^ll,O0a^  was  ocm* 
signed  to  Bantam,  with  ii^naiilioB  ihai  seventeen'  hiukbed. 
atad  sixty  tons  of  ^ppilig  Would  be  ^patched  in  tile  eousse 
of  the  season,  and  a  stotk  eatiinaded  at  «fi30,00&;  the  Ag&Kf 
therefore,  were  to  provide  a  laige  prc^rtion  of  pepper,,  and: 
of  benjaoBBt^  si^^,  and  ginger  '.^-tomt  of  the  ships  was  to 
proceed  to  Jambee,  and  tte  wkoht  were  to  sail  ftr  Europe 
without  delay. 

The  restm-ation  oi  peace  ag^koi  ^ave  Ae  CiMBpaiiy  an; 
oppwtaiiity  to  atten^tt  trade  at  Tywan,  Bbrtnosa,  and  Japan, 
and  as  it  was  also  the  wish  of  ^e  Cimrt  to  obtaisr-  *  proper" 
tios  of  the,  trade  in  the  fin«r  spiees,  they  desired  the  Ag&ai  to- 
traasinit  the  fidlest  inf<Manataon  on  those  subjects,  that  they 
night  proceed  in  framing  instructions  fat  the  subsequent  sea-^ 
son,  wh^i  it  was  intended  to  send  out  near  tibree  thousand- 
tons  ci  shippii^  to  Bantam*  <*) 

The 

(1)— Letten from  theCourt  to  tlM  Ag«U «a4 CdiiMa  «t  Baatnn,  9d.  Angait  tani 
2d  October  1673. 

(2)— lAttonfifomtheGoiirt  to  the  Agent  and  CoancU  at  Bantitn,  13th  Manh. 
1^3-74,  and  8d  April,  and  Jst  and  6th  May  l674i 
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CHAP.  II.  The  event  of  the  capture  of  the  Isiaxkd  of  St.  Hslei^a 

1673-74.  by  the  Dutch,  and  the  re-e^ture  of  it,  this  season,  by  Cap- 
granted  by  tain  (afitervrards  Sir  Richard)  Muaden,  gave  rise  to  a  newr 
the  East-io-  questioii,  respecting  the  rights  of  the  Crown  and  of  the  Com* 

djs  ConipaDy, 

'  pany ;  or  whether  the  Isl^d  of  St.  Helena  (which  had  been 
granted  to  the  Company  by  the  King's  Charter^  dated  3d 
April  1 661}  reverted  to  them  as  a  rights  or  whether^  from  hav- 
ing been  recovered  by  the  King's  fleets  without  the  aid  of  the 
Company^  it  again  became  the  property  of  the  Crown/ to  be 
disposed  of  according  to  the  King's  pleasure : — ^to  obviate  this 
difficulty.  His  Majesty,  hy  a  Charter,  dated  16th  December 
1673,  regranted  the  Island  to  the  London  East-India  Com* 
pany,  mperpettdty,  ^^  to  be  held  of  the  King,  his  heirs,  and 
^^  successors,  as  of  the  manor  of  East  Greenwich,  in  free 
^*  and  common  soccage,"  reserving  only  to  the  King,  the 
allegiance  of  the  inhabitants. 

By  this  Charter,  the  King  granted  to  the  Company  all 
the  ordnance,  ammunition,  and  stores,  remaining  on  the 
Island,  and  authorized  them  to  transport  to  it  settlers 
and  recruits,  and  to  send  stores  and  provisions,  duty  free; 
to  make  laws  for  the  government  of  the  Island,  and  to 
punish  offenders;  to  appoint  and  dismiss  governors  and 
pfficers  J  empowered  the  Governor  of  St.  Helena  to  exercise 
martial  law  on  the  Island,  and  to  repel  invaders  and  un- 
licensed persons;  and  declared,  that  the  natives  and  settlers 

of 
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of  the  Island  of  St.  Helena  were  to  be  deemed  natural-born    chap^t. 
subjects  of  England.  0)  1673-741 

Hie  Court,  on  receiving  this  grant,  appointed  Cajptain  Field  Appoint- 

inecils  and 

to  be  Governor,  with  a  salary  and  allowance  of  ^100  per  an-  salaries  of 

officers^  and 

num ;  and  Captain  Beale  to  be  Deputy  Governor,  with  a  salary^  Coart*8  regu« 

lations  for  St. 

of  «s50  per  annum  j  and  to  have  under  them  a  storekeeper,  Helena,  on 

receiving  thia  • 

artificers,  &c. ;  they  were  to  re-occupy  and  settle  the  Island,.  Charter, 
with  one  hundred  persons  (including  their  families},  and  had 
powers  to  repair  and  enlarge  the  fortifications  : — ^the  garrison 
was  to  consist  of  two  companies,  under  the  command  of'  the 
Governor  and  Deputy  Governor : — ^the  lands  belonging  to  the* 
old  proprietors  were  to  be  restored  to  them ;  and  twenty  acres,, 
luid  two  cows,  allotted' to  each  of  the  new  settlers,  with  an  al- 
lowance of  provisions  for  nine  months  free,  and  afterwards  at* 
spetifiied  rates : — three  boats  were  to  be  built,  and  given  to  the- 
inhajbitants,  for  fishing,  that  they  might  add  to  their  means  of 
subsistence;  and  a  market  was^  to  be  established  for  provi- 
sions/^) 


Connecting,  the  accounts  of  the  situation  qf  the  President  AnotherEng. 
cy  of  SuBAT  and  its  dependencies,  with  the  events  which  oc-;.senttonego. 

tiate  a  treaty 
.    CUrred^withSevagce. 

(l)~Letteri  V^Unk,  graoti&g  tha  Idapd-of  St,  Helena  to  4he  London  East^liidia: 
Compa»7,  l6th  December  1673.     (Printed  Collection  of  Charters,  page,  96). 

(2)— Commission  and  Instrnctions  to  the  Governor  and  Council  of  St.  Helena^  ig^h 
December  16/3. 
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CHAP.  II.  cnnred  in  the  Peiiui6«la  of  Iiidi%  dwring  the  seafion  1673*74, 
^  1673*74^  ve  discover,  that  this  Presidency  was  divided  in  opim<m  re- 
specting the  nltimate  success  of  Sevagee,  or  of  the  Mogul,  and 
therefore,  unable  to  decide  to  which  it  ought  to  pay  its  princi* 
pal  attention.  The  vicinity  of  Sevagee's  dominions,  and  his 
daify  encreasing  force,  seem  to  have  made  the  strongest  impres- 
sion on  their  proceedings,  both  because  the  stations  subjected  to 
his  authority  furnished  the  principal  articles  for  the  investment^ 
and  because  it  was  within  the  reach  of  his  armies  to  obsfeuct 
the  sales  and  purchases  effected  at  the  ports  on  the  Malabar 
Coast;  or,  in  fact,  that  he  could  encourage,  or  annihilate, 
the  commerce  at  them* 

In  this  situation,  the  IVesidency  dedwledi  that  tb^  were 
more  exposed  to  his  incursions,  than  they  could  be  confident 
of  the  protection  which  the  A^gul  would  affi>rd  them^  and 
therefore,  in  May  1673,  Mr.Nii}hols  was  seikt  w  ^  envodr  to 
Seragee,  to  require  reparation  far  the  losses  the  Company  had 
experienced  at  Rajahpore,  and  a  compensation  for  the  roank 
pillage  of  the  Factory  at  Hubely,  by  a  part  of  his  army. 

Without  entering  into  the  detail  of  his  journey,  we  find 
that  this  Envoy  was  first  introduced  to  Sambagee,  the  son 
of  Sevagee^  and  next  was  admitted  into  the  presence  of 
Sevagee  himself: — ^the  negotiation  terminated,  on  the  part 
of  this  Chief,  with  promises  of  protection  to  the  English 
trade,  without  ^ving  any  secnrity,  either  for  the  redress 
asked,  or  the  protection  promised}  the  Envoy  had,  there- 
fore^ 
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4enc^-0)  :  16^3-74. 

Under  Aetfe  poKtical  diflkulties  regarding  the  Mogul,  ^^^^J*'* 
SeyauBee,  and  the  ihferior  Chiefs  who  had  power  over  their  provUion  of 

^     '  ...  alargeinveat- 

FacCbiies  on  the  Malkbar  Coast,  the  President  and  Council  nj««5  at  Su. 

^  '  rat  imprac- 

entered  ihto  a  comparison  of  the  amount  of  tonnage  and  stock  [jj'^^^^  J^^ 
which  the  Court  of  Directors  had  Sent  out,  and  expected  to  he  ®'  ^«^- 
filled,  and  the  amount  of  purchases  required  for  the  invest-^ 
ments  for  Europe,  with  the  means  within  their  reach,  even 
in  the  time  of  peace.  After  forming  an  estimate  of  the 
charges  of  Bombay,  they  concludad,  that  as  the  prices  of  good»^ 
had  a<lf  aiiced,  during  the  wBr,  and  ^  ol^tructions  in  the  mar*- 
kets  were  daily  multiplying,  by  opposition  froin  the  Dutch,  an 
itivestment  for  sixteeii  hundred,  insti^ad  of  four  thousand  tons, 
woAld  hie  all  i3ley  cctald  c(^ct  in  this  season ; — ^that  the  stock 
of  ^90,000,  sent  to  them  by  the  Court  (large  as  it  might 
arithmetically  appear),  was  unequal  to  their  orders,  and  that 
the  aJlftempt  to  invest  it,  would  terminate  in  disappointment :— ^ 
besides,  cossidering  the  arrears  they  had  to  liquidate,  and  the 
daily  charges  of  Bombay,  there  would  not  remain  a  sum  to 
purchase  investments  for  this  large  tonnage,  or  to  meet  the 
Company's  instructions  to  make  provision  for  the  subsequent 
year  :*-^-^nde9r  such  difficulties,  the  Council  at  Surat  had  referred 
the  whole  subject  to  the  judgement  of  President  Aungier,  at 
VOL.  If.  2    X  this 

(1)— Surat  ConaaltatioDS^  24th  May  16^2. Mr.  Nichols's  Report  of  bis  nego- 

tiatloD  with  Sdvagee  Rajab;'  in  May  and  June  lO^B.    (Vol.  xxix,  1673,  No.  2729). 


Digitized  by 


Google 


338  ANNALS   OF  THE  HONOBABLS 

^K^^-  this  time  arranging  the  Company's  interests  at  Bombay/*>" 
1673-7^^*  and  transmitted  to  him  an  account  of  the  actual  Quick  Stock 
of  the  Company,  made  up  to  August  1673,  amounting  to 
^88,228,  and  an  account  of  their  debts  (exclusive  of  interest 
at  nine  per  cent.)  amounting  to  ,§^6,234^  fearing  only  a  balance 
of  stock  of  ^1,994.  From  this  staite  of  their  aiTairs  they 
inferred,  that  with  such  means,  and  with  the  engagements 
into  which  they  had  entered,  to  obtain  goods  for  Ekirope,  with 
all  that  could  be  collected  at  their  Factories  from  Carwar  tb 
Surat,.  and  the  country  ships  exposed,  m  their  passage  to 
Surat,  to  interruption  by  the  Dutch  fleet,  that  k  would  be 
possible  only  to  obtain  an  iavestment  to  fill  up  fifteen  hundred 
tons,  and  that,  even  this,  must  be  obtained^  by  giving  advanced 
prices  to  the  Malabar  Rajahs  for  pepper,  which,  supposing  it 
could  be  procured,  would  not  be  ready  at  the  time  the  ships 
must  be  dispatched  to  £urope.<^ 

President  Aungier's  answer  discovers  equal  prudence 
and  perseverance,,  for  promoting  the  Company^s  commercial 
interests : — ^he  proposed,  first,  the  liberating  a  vessel  from 
Rajahpore,  which  had  been  detained  at  Bombay,  to  make  an 
impression  on.  Sevagee  and  the  merchants  at  that  port,  of  the 
honour  and  justice  of  the  Company's:  proceedings  ;  and,  on 
this  concession,  to  rest  the  hope  of  obtaining  from  Eajahpore^ 

pepper 

(0— Letter  from  the  Council  at  Sarat  to  President  Anngier  at  Bonabay,  (Jth  and  7tli 
August  1673.  , 

(2)— Letter  from  the  Council  at  Sunt  to  tlie  Presideot  at  Bombay,  nth  August  1673^ 
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pepper  and  cloth  for  the  investment  expected  by  the  Court,  chap.  it. 
with  such  additional  quantities  of  other  goods,  as  could  be  1673-74. 
brought  from  Carwar,  Batticolo,  &c. : — ^he  next  recommended 
to  the  Council  at  Surat,  to  make  the  greatest  exertion  their 
means  could  allow,  to  meet  the  expectation  of  the  Court, 
admitting,  at  the  same  time,  the  obstacles  from  the  opposHici. 
of  the  Dutch,  and  their  influence  over  all  the  ports  to  which 
the  Company's  ships  resorted ; — ^he  conceded  also,  that  how- 
ever plausible  llie  instructions  of  the  Court  might  be,  that 
plausibility  was  done  away,  by  the  deficiency  in  the  amoimt  of 
stock,  and  by  the  power  of  the  enemies  (European  and  Native) 
with  which  their  servants  had  to  contend.(^> 

In  the  progress  of  this  season,  appearances,  rather  than  Meawrei  of 
events,  in  the  wars  between  Sevagee  and  the  Mogul,  continued  Aungier  for 
to  render  political,  as  well  as  commercial  transactions,  as  ^^°^^^' '^ 
difficult  to  devise  as  to  execute:  for  it  was  at  this  juncture,  the  fleets  of 

'  J  ^  the  Mogul  or 

that  Sevagee  was  endeavouring,  partly  by  promises,  and  partly  ^^  Sevagee. 
by  threate,  to  bring  over  the  Kings  of  Visiapore  and  Grolcon- 
dah  to  his  interest : — this  situation  of  the  Native  Powers 
obstructed  the  purchases  at  Carwar,  and  by  the  menacing 
station  his  army  had  taken  near  Surat,  exposed .  that  dty  to 
contributions,  to  compensate  for  the  losses  he  had  sustained  by 
the  irregular  invasions  of  the  Siddee's  fleet,  of  different  towns 
on  his  part  of  the  Coast;   hence  there  was  a  strong  pro* 

2X2  babUity, 

(i)«-Letter  from  Freftideot  Aaogier  at  Bombay  to  tte  Deputy  and  Council  at  Surat 
2l8t  Auguat  1673. 
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CHAP^.    bability,  that  he  might  again  attack  Sorat^  where^diough  he 

1673-74-  might  respect  the  Company's  house  and  flag,  there  was  no 

security  for  the  goods  inland : — ^President  Aungier^  ther^fcMpe^ 

considered  it  to  be  necessary,  as  an  attack  might  be  made  oii^ 

Surat,  to  remove  the  Cconpany's. goods,  for  safety,  to  Strally^ 

and  to  station  the  Hunter  (Company's  frigate)  oflTSurat,  to 

protect  the  servants  of  the  Factory^       .  ., 

The  anxieties,  both  of  the ,  Presidency  of  Surat,>nd  the 

Council   of  Bombay^  were  increased,   by  thei  Siddee's;  fleet 

blocking  up  the  river  of  Caranjah>  and  projec^ng  a  ^maJl  for-, 

tificationon  the  Island,  situated  at  the  mouth  of ^ that  rivers 

measures  which,  if  persevered  in,  would  cut  off  the  supplies 

of  provisions  brought  from  the  continent  tp,  the  Island  of 

Bombay; — ^it  became,  therefore,  a  subject  for  consultation, 

whether  opposition  should  be  made  to  the  Siddee  ;  reasonings  . 

on  the  one  hand,  that  such  opposition  might  give  occasion  to 

the  expulsion  of  the.  English  from  Surat,^  and  th^ir  other 

settlements,  and  trade  in  the  MoguFs  dominions ;  and,  on  the 

other,    by  submitting  to  him,   to  run  the  hazard  of  losing 

Bombay.    It  was,  at  last,  resolved  to  temporise,  and  to  en^ 

deavour,  by  petitions  and  by  presentisi  to  the  Siddee,  to  re-^ 

move  his  fleet  and  avoid  a  quarrel.     Such  an  event  the  Dutch 

would  readily  turn  to  their  own  advantage,  and,  by  their  aid, 

the  Island  of  Bombay  might  be  lost,  and  the  Company's  Settle* 

ment  at  Surat,  perhaps  ruined.(^) 

This 

(l)-^Iiett6r8  from  President  Aangler  and  Council  at  Bombay  to  the  Presidency  of 
6arat|23d  October  l6;3.    (Surat  Consultations,  25tb  October  1673.) 
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This  prudent  conduct  had  the  best  effiM:t:--the  Siddee's  CHAP.ii. 
fleet,  unable  to  make  any  impression  on  Sevagee's  pountry,  16^3 -7'^- 
r^red,  and  the  Native  Merchants  began  to  consider^  that 
piracy  might  be  the  *  SiddeeV  ultimate  object,  and,  therefore, 
^withdrew  the  assistance  they  had  given  him.  These  events 
cnaUed  the  Presidency  to  raise  money,  to  the  extent  of  30,000. 
rupees,  required  to  place  th6  garrison  of  Bombay  in  a  state 
of  defence,  again/st^any  attack  from  the  Ikitch,  under  Van1 
Goens/^ 

This  interesting  report  of  President  Aungier  is  summed' State  of  the 

Company's 

up  With  a  general  recapitulation  of  the  funds  necessary  to  pre    funds  at  Sn*> 

J  rat; 

s^re  the  Company's  Dead  Stock,  and  of  the  money  requu^ 
for  carrying  on  the  purchase,  and  sales  for  investments^.  .Two^* 
great  causes>  in  his^  opinion,  obstructed  the  progress  of  trkde,- 
.  and  increased  the  expence  of  the  establishiiieiii';    firi^t,  the 
almost  general  wars  in  India,  occasioned  by  the  rivakhip  or 
Sevagee  and  Auningzebe,  and  the  decline  of  the  power  of 
the  Kings  of  Visiapore  and  Gokondah,  and  of  the'I^sser^ 
States  on  the  Malabar  Coast;,  and  next,  the  necessary  andr 
unavoidable   chai*ges    incurred  in  securing  Bombay,  which,;, 
when  made  over  to  the  Company,  was  almost  a  desert  island, 
but  whichs  had  been  made  a  centre  for  their  trade,  protected. 

by 

(1)— Letter  from  the  Coancil  at  Bombay  to  the  Presidency  of  Surat>  Slst  October 
16^.—  Letterfkom  the  Pkesidency  of  Snrat  to  the  Court,  14th  aod  ISth  November 

1673. Letter  from  the  Presidency  of  Savat  to  the  Coancil  of  Bombay.  22d  aod  Og^^ 

November  167$^ 
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v^!^!^'  by  strong  forti^cations^  and  having  a  harbour  and  docks  for 
1673-74.  the  reception  of  their  shipping : — ^the  first  of  these  causes,  the 
*  President  considered  to  be  destructive  of  all  comm^cial  pro- 
ceedings, and  wholly  without  his  control ;  the  second,  he  held 
to  be  a  necessary  consequence  of  obtaining  a  secure  and  inde-* 
pendent  station  for  trade.  Under  such  embarrassments  and 
charges,  he  stated  to  the  Court,  that  their  debts  in  India 
amounted  to  ^100,000,  exclusive  of  the  rapid  accumulation 
of  them  by  the  payment  of  high  interest ;  and  concluded, 
under  an  existing  war,  and  with  those  pressures,  that  to 
support  their  credit,  and  again  enter  the  market  with  eflfect,  a 
stock  of  ^250,000,  or  at  least  ^200,000,  would  be  required, 
chiefly  in  buUion,  for  the  season  1675.  To  illustrate  this 
opinion,  Mr.  Aungier  enumerated  the  failure  in  the  sales  of 
Europe  produce  and  merchandize,  from  the  markets  for 
those  articles  being  obstructed  by  the  wars,  from  the 
price  of  Indian  produce  being  raised  by  the  influx  of 
!Europe  produce,  through  the  Dutch  and  French,  and  by 
their  diema^ds  having  raised  the  prices  of  the  articles, 
whif^h  formierly  constituted  the  principal  part  of  the  Surat 
investment/^^ 

Under  all  thesie  circumstances,  however,  this  able  oflicer 
df  the  Company  collected  an  investment  for  Europe,  from  the 

Presidency 

(1)— Letter  from  President  Aangier  and  the  Council  at  Bombay  to  the  Goort^  15th 
Peo^mber  }6f3. 
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Residency  of  Surat^  amounting^  for  this  season^  to  the  sum  of  CHAP.^r. 
^104,000.(0  I673.74. 

The  subsequent  events  in  this  season  were,  first,  the  alarms  Apprehen- 

'  sion  of  an  at- 

of  the  Presidency  of  an  attack  on  Bombay  or  Surat^  by  the  Dutch  ^^  o"  B«>^- 

fleet,  under  Van  Goens ;  for  they  reasoned,  that  should  he  sue-  l>tttchfle©tT 

ceed  ID  capturing  St.  Thom6  from  the  French,  his  force  would 

next  be  brought  against  Bombay ;— secondly,  the  arrival  of 

four  large  Dutch  ships,  laden  with  spices,  which  had  given 

them  a  commanding  hold  on  the  trade  of  Surat ;   and,,  lastly,^ 

the  revival  of  the  PcMrtuguese  commerce,  and  the  oppressive 

proceedings  of  the  Viceroy  of  Goa,  whidi  would   endanger 

the  continuance  of  the  English  trade ;  and   concludied  with' 

a  request  to  the  Court,  for  instructions  regarding  the  con*- 

duct  he  should  observe  towards  those  European  maritime 

allies  or  enemies.^^ 

The  separate  information  from  Bombay,  during  the  stato  of  th» 
season  1673^^7^^  consisted  of  what  would,  in^  modem  times,  garrison  of 
be  termed  a  statistical  account  of  the  kland,  specifying  the 
division  of  it  into  the  districts  of  Bombay  and  Mahim,  with 
an  account  of  its  inhabitants,  European  and  Native ; — ^the 
extent  and  magnitude  of  the  fortiiQcations,  upon  which  one 
hundred  pieces  of  cannon  had  already  been-  mounted ; — ^the 

str^igth 

(1) -General  Letter  from  the  Presidency  of  Snrat  to  the  Court,  12th  January 

l«73-74. 

(a)— Letter  ffom  the  Presidency  of  Sarat  and  the  Coundl^  Bombay  to  the  Goarr;> 
l6th  and  20tb  March  1673*74,  and  1st  April  1674.  '^ 
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CHAP.iL  s^ength  of  the  garrison^  consisting  of  two  companies,  of 
I673  -74.  two  hundred  men  each,  of  which  the  greatest  proportion  were 
topassesy  and  one  hundred  more  of  this  force  employed  in  the 
marine,  and  of  three  companies  of  militia.  The  report  prot 
ceeded  to  consider  (in  the  event  of  peace)  the  praetieabiiity 
of  rendering  Bombay,  a  seat  of  trade,  equal  to  Sorat,  without 
interfering  with  the  purchases  or  sales  at  that  Presidency  :—* 
It  was  taken  as  a  principle,  that  branches  of  trade  might  be 
opened  between  ^mbay,  and  the  Gulfs  of  Persia  and  Arabia^ 
and  between  tfaislslapd  and  thepcnts  of  Sevagee,  and  those  in 
the  Dibcan ;  but  this  speculation  afiS>rds  only  the  restdt,  that 
however,  comprehensive  the^  views  of  President  Aungier  might 
be,  taking  the  whole  of  the  preceding  details  into  consider- 
ation, the  prospect,  of  an  enlarged  commerce  from  Bombay 
was  precarious,  if  not  doubtful.<^> 
Itfack"£  The  Company's  aifairs  at  FoliT  St.  George,  at  the  close 

homewardt  ^^  ^he  preceding  season,  were  disturbed,  by  the  circumstance 
^ps  on  the  of  St.  Th0m6  beii:^  in  possession  of  the  French,  at  this  time; 
c^stTand  indeed,  the  Unnatoral  ally  of  the  English,  against  the  Dutch> 
Frenfh  Mtde-  but,  in .  a  prospective  view,  the  dangerous  neighbour,  and 
Thom6.  probahle  enemy  of  the  En^sh  Settlemerit;  The  events  of 
this  seation  (1673-74),  at  Fort  St.  George,  are  rather  to  be 
viewed  as  the  result  of  the  improvident  relation  with  France, 

than 

(1) — Accoant  of  the  Island  of  Bombay^  by  President  Aungier  and  the  Council,  t5tb 
December  l673.<— •  :Letter  from  tbe  CooncU  of  Bombaj  to  the  Courts  19th  January 
167374. 
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than  as  apart  of  the  Dutch  opposition  to  the  English  interests,  chap.  ii. 
it  being  obvious,  that  whether  the  French  should  continue  1673- 74, 
in,  or  be  dislodged  from  St.  Thom6,  a  strong  hold  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Madras,  in  possession  of  an  European  rival, 
would  be  the  source  of  great  danger ;  and  it  is  memorable,  at 
this  early  period,  that  Sir  William  Langhorne,  the  Governor 
of  Fort  St.  George,  should  describe  the  French  to  be  a  more 
dangerous  neighbour  than  the  Dutch,  and  that  they  were  in- 
triguing in  the  extreme  with  the  Native  Chiefs.  Matters,  at 
Fort  St.  George,  were  in  this  situation,  when  the  Dutch 
besieged  the  French  in  St.  Thom6,  and  their  fleet  on  this 
service,  consisting  of  fourteen  sail,  met  the  G)mpany's 
homeward-bound  ships,  consisting  of  ten  sail,  off  Pettipolee, 
on  the  22d  August  1673 ;  and  after  a  running  engagement,  took 
two  of  the  ships  and  sunk  one;  the  remainder  retired  to 
Madras,  and  after  being  repaired,  sailed  with  an  investment 
for  Europe,  estimated  at  156,000  pagodas.<^> 

As  the  Dutch  forces  and  fleet  made  no  impression  on  St. 

Thom6,  their  influence   with  the  King    of  .Golcondah  was 

.affected  by  their  want  of  success  in   this   enterprize;  but,  till 

the  close  of  this  season,  a  kind  of  neutrality  was  observed,  with 

respect  to  Madras. 

VOL.  II.  2  Y  The 

(1) — Letters  from  the  Agent  and  Council  at  Fort  St.  George  to  the  Presidency  of 

Sorat,  2dand  10th  September  1673. Letter  from  the  Agent  and  Council  at  Fort  St. 

George  to  the  Court,  20th  September  1673.— —  Letter  from  Sir  William  Langhorne  to 
the  Court,  12th  Septemberl673. 
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^^^^'3'  '"^^  advices  from  the  subordinate  Factory  of  Masulipa* 

1673-74.  tam,  consisted^  in  this  year,  only  of  details  of  the  oppression 
fairs  at  Ma-  which  they  wcrc  experiencing  from  the  Governor,  and  of  his 

sulipatam 

and  in  Ben-  acting,  in  somc  degree,  independent  of  the  King  of  Golcondah, 
in  consequence  of  a  dispute  about  the  succession  to  that  king- 
dom; an  event  which  was  noticed  in  the  abridgement  ofAurung- 
zebe's  reign,  in  a  preceding  part  of  this  Chapter,  as  one  of  the 
causes  of  the  subjugation  of  Golcondah  to  the  Mogul  power/'> 
It  does  not  appear,  that  any  event  of  consequence  occur- 
red at  the  Company's  Factories  in  Bengal.,  from  which  the 
ships  were  dispatched  for  Madrajs,  to  form  part  of  the  Europe 
fleet  of  this  year. 
Trade  at  Ban-  The  events  at  Bantam,  in  1673-74,  furnish  only  the 

ed.bjthesu-  scqucl  of  the  disasters  experienced  from  the  Dutch  war  in  the 

perior    naval  _  v     j  i  i     « 

force  of  tbe  preceding  year  ;  or  that  numerous  captures  had  been  made  by 

Dutch. 

the  Dutch,  of  the  ships  and  small  vessels  connected  with  the 
English  trade  at  that  port,  and  that  the  influx  of  Europe 
produce  by  the  Danes  and  Dutch,  had  rendered  the  exchange 
of  them  for  pepper,  almost  impossible,  and  raised  this  article 
to  an  exorbitant  price.(^> 
Unsuccessful  The  projected  trade  to  Tywan,  in  Formosa,  for  which 

result  of  the 

project     for  the  ship  Experiment  had  been  dispatched  from  Bantam,  was 

opening   a  ...  •  • 

trade  with     found,  on  trial,  to  be  impracticable,  and  the  information  on 


Tywan. 


which 

(1)— Letter  from  the  Factory  at  Masullpatam  to  the  Courts  25th  August  1673. 
(2)— Letter  from  the  Agent  and  Council  at  Bantam  to  the  Presidency  of  Sarat,  22d 
September  1673. 
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which  this  speculation  had  proceeded  to  be  fallacious.  On  the  chap.  it. 
Experiment's  arrival  at  Tywan,  the  captain  discovered  that  1673-74 
the  sugar  and  hides,  which  were  the  principal  articles  that 
would  admit  of  profitable  exchanges  at  Japan,  were  en- 
grossed by  the  King,  exclusively,  and  that  the  returns,  by 
his  junks,  from  Japan,  which  brought  silver,  copper,  &c., 
were  the  funds  with  which  he  paid  his  army ;  the  Company's 
ship  was  therefore  obliged,  after  losing  the  monsoon,  to  take 
in  such  Tywan  goods  as  she  could  procure,  and  to  return  to 
Bantam,  and  on  her  voyage  (being  ignorant  of  the  breaking  out 
of  the  war)  fell  in  with  eight  sail  of  Dutch  ships,  in  the  Straits 
of  Banca,  and  was  captured,  on  the  9th  December  1672,  and 
Captain  Limbrey,  and  his  crew,  carried  prisoners  to  Batavia.<*) 

The  other  vessel,  the  Return,  which,  with  the  Experiment,  Mr.  Deiboe'^ 
had  been  sent  from  England,  to  open  a  trade  at  Tywan,  and  at  attempt  "ore- 
Japan,  after  touching  at  Bantam,  and  getting  produce  and  wiaij^pan. 
instructions,    proceeded  to  Tywan,    where,  on  consultation, 
it  was  found  advisable  that  the  Experiment's  goods  should  be 
shipped  in  the  Return,  and  that  the  former  should  be  sent  to 
Bantam,  as  has  been  detailed,  and  the  latter  to  proceed  for 
Japan : — ^the  Return  reached  the  port  of  Nagasaki,  on  the 
29th  June  1673 ;  but  her  commander  also .  was  ignorant  of 
the  existing  war  between  Holland  and  England  : — ^Mr.  Delboe 
the  chief  factor  on  board,  intimated  to  the  Grovernor  of  the 

2  Y  2  port, 

(0— Letter  from  Captain  Limbrey  to  the  President  at  Bombay,  dated  Batavia,  itJih 
fiepteniber  I6;3,  (vol.  xxlx^  No.  2768.) 
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9^^'J}j  port,  that  he  had  come  to  renew  the  ancient  trade  between 
1673-74.  Japan  and  England,  which  had  been  interrupted  for  forty- 
nine  years,  and  was  answered,  that,  in  the  first  place,  he 
must  deliver  up  his  guns  and  ammunition,  till  the  Emperor's 
pleasure  could  be  known  : — after  complying  with  this  hazard- 
ous condition,  and  undergoing  the  strictest  examination, 
respecting  the  causes  of  the  interruption  of  the  trade,  (or  the 
dvil  wars  in  England,  and  two  successive  wars  with  the 
Dutch,}  he  was,  at  last,  informed,  that  no  trade  would  be 
allowed  by  the  Emperor,  to  a  people  so  nearly  allied  to  the 
Portuguese,  as  the  King  of  England  had  been  married  to  a 
Princess  of  that  coimtry ;  and  though  it  was  explained,  that 
this  circumstance  did  not  alter  the  character  of  the  English 
nation,  who  were  Protestants,  as  well  as  the  Dutch,  this 
explanation  was  doubted,  from  so  trifling  a  circumstance 
as  the  English  flag  having  the  St.  George's  Cross  on 
it,  which  was  considered  as  resembling  the  Portuguese 
flag: — after,  therefore,  being  permitted  to  remain  at  Na- 
gasaki, but  not  to  trade,  till  the  monsoon  changed,  and 
the  wind  became  favorable  for  his  departure,  though  se- 
veral Dutch  ships  had  arrived  with  intelligence  of  the  war^ 
the  guns  and  ammunition  were  re-delivered,  with  an  exact- 
ness which  could  not  have  been  expected;  and  the  ship, 
attended  by  the  Japanese  boats  out  of  the  harbour,  allowed 
to  depart,  on  the  28th  August  1673,  under  assurances,  that 
the  Dutch  ships  should  not  be  permitted  to  follow  her  for  two 

months 
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months^  that  she  might  have  time  to  reach  Bantam  unmolested   S^l^*  ^^* 

by  an  enemy/*>  1 673  -  74. 

Mr.  Delboe,  and  the  Factors  and  oflScers,  on  fi^ettine:  to  Mr.   Deiboe 

'  '  o  o  suggests    es- 

sea,  held  a  consultation,  respecting  the  place  to  which  they  ^bUshing   a 
should  proceed  : — ^the  difficulties  which  had  been  experienced  at  Macao,  to  in- 

*^  *  troduce    the 

Tywan  in  Formosa,  had  rendered  that  speculation  unprofitable ;  ^^^  ^LF^^' 
— ^the  prohibition,  by  the  Spaniards,  of  trade  to  Manilla,  made  it  *^  China. 
unsafe  to  attempt  that   port ; — ^the  return  to  Bantam,  from 
the  Dutch  naval  power,  and  the  uncertainty,  even  there,  of 
the  safety  of  the  ship  and  cargo,  rendered  this  destination 
hazardous  ; — the  voyage  to  Surat,    through  the   Straits  of 
Malacca,  and  along  the  coast  of  India,  equally  so ; — it  was^ 
therefore  resolved,  to  make  for  the  port  of  Macao,  at  which^ 
from  the  amity  between  the  King  and  the  Portuguese,  it  was 
hoped^  at  least,  the  ship   and  cargo  would  be  safe,  and  the 
prospect  of  finding  a  market  for  part  of  their  goods  not 
improbable.     This  ship  reached  Macao  on  the  13th  September 
1673,    and  though,    by  the  Portuguese  intrigues   with  the 
Governor,  a  Factory  was  not  allowed  to  be  established,,  the 
vessel  was  careened,  and  the  goods  landed,  but  under  such, 
restricticms,  that  trade  could  only  be  attempted  through  the 
Portuguese  j  and,  from  not  having  silver  on  board  (the  only 
medium  which  the  Chinese  would  accept),  the  sales^  of  goods 

were- 


(l)— Mr.  Delboe'8  Darrative  of  the  attempts^  to  open  a  trade  in  the  Empire  of  Japan^, 
Jane  to  August  1673,  (yol.  zxx.  No.  2829.) 
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CHAP^.  were  partial^  and  the  purchases  inconsiderable.  This  incident, 
1673-74.  however,  was  the  basis  of  an  important  speculation,  suggested 
by  Mr.  Delboe  and  the  Factors,  that  the  Governor  of  Bom- 
bay should  endeavour  to  negotiate  with  the  Viceroy  of  Goa, 
for  permission  for  the  English  to  have  a  Factory,  and  liberty  of 
trade,  at  Macao,  because  a  considerable  quantity  of  the  Com- 
pany's goods  might  be  disposed  of  to  the  Chinese,  and  Chinese 
produce  obtained  in  return,  which  might  find  a  profitable 
sale,  both  in  India  and  in  Europe  ;  and,  probably,  to  this 
incident  may  be  traced  the  origin  of  the  China  trade  of  the 
East-India  Company.(^) 

(1)— Consultations  held  on  board  tke  Return,  Ist  September  1673,  (vol.  xxix.  Now 

2758.}-^ Letter  from  Mr.  Delboe  to  the  Governor  of  Bombay,  dated  Macao,  2d 

December  1673,  (vol.  xxx.  No.  2829.) 
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1674-75. 


The  proceedings  of  the  Court  of  Directors,  in  the  sea-  chap,  il 
son  1674-75,  were  influenced  by  the  indirect  attacks  of  the  1674 -75» 
Private  Traders,  or  Interlopers,  by  the  political  and  commer-  fhf  comi».°^ 
cial  difficulties  in  the  Peninsula  of  India,  and  by  the  military  ofbJhoM^^ 
defence  of  Bombay,  on  which  President  Aungier  had  made  of "hSr  trade 

1  .  _.  published,  to 

his  report.  counteract 

From  the  period  at  which  the  Council  of  State  (during  o/the  imer- 
the  Interregnum)  had  decided,  that  the  trade  between  Eng-  °^^"' 
land  and  the  East-Indies  could  only  proceed  on  a  Joint  Stock, 
with  exclusive  privileges,  and,  in  a  greater  degree,  from  the 
Restoration  of  the  Company's  Charter  by  King  Charles  11., 
the  interference  of  the  Private  Traders,  or  Interlopers,  as  in- 
dividuals, or  as  associations,  had  disappeared  ;  and  the  trans- 
fer of  the  Island  of  Bombay  to  the  Company,  by  the  Crown, 
had  satisfied  them^  that  any  direct  attack  on  the  Company's 
privileges  would  be  discouraged : — ^this  impression,  if  it  had 
checked,  had  not  altogether  extinguished  their  projects,  and 
they  were  watching  any  incident  which  might  again  give 
plausibility  to  their  speculations. 

It 
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CHAP.  II,  It  had  been  the  practfce  of  the  Company  to  export,  an- 

1674-75.  Dually,  under  the  licence  of  the  Crown,  considerable  quan- 
tities of  bullion  and  of  foreign  coins,  as  stock,  for  purchasing 
investments : — ^this  practice,  the  Interlopers  represented  to 
be  prejudicial  to  the  interest  of  the  Kingdom,  and  injurious 
to  commercial  credit.  The  Court,  aware  that  these  assertions 
might,  in  the  first  instance,  prejudice  the  public,  and  subse- 
quently the  Government,  against  them,  as  a  body,  with  exclu- 
sive privileges,  and  again  bring  up  questions  and  opinions,  that 
might  facilitate  the  projects  of  their  domestic  opponents^ 
adopted  the  decided  measure  of  placing  before  the  Govern- 
ment, a  statement  of  facts,  regarding  their  exports  of  bullion 
and  foreign  coins,  that  they  might  prove,  by  the  large  sums 
which  the  Company's  trade  paid  to  the  revenue,  and  the 
outlets  which  it  afibrded  to  the  staples  and  merchandize  of 
the  Kingdom,  that,  instead  of  being  prejudicial  to  the  general 
commerce  of  the  Kingdom,  or,  in  any  degree,  detrimental 
to  commercial  credit,  it  had  eminently  contributed  to  the 
support  of  both. 

The  following  statement  of  the  Company's  affairs,  at  this 
juncture,  will  afford  an  interesting  view  of  the  value  of  the 
East-India  trade,  on  a  Joint  Stock,  to  the  navigation  and 
commerce  of  the  Kingdom. 

'^  A  particular  of  all  bullion  (gold,  silver,  and  pieces  of 
"  eight)  shipt  out  by  the  Company,  since  the  year  1667-68, 
"to  this  present  year,  1674. 

"  In 
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£.  S.       d.  ^^• 

''   In  the  year  1667-68 128,605  17   5    1674-75. 

1668-69 162,394  9  10 

1669-70 187,458  3  8 

1670-71..........  186,149  10  11 

1671-72 186,420  8  3 

1672-73 131,300  5  11 

1673-74 182,983  0  6 

**  In  lieu  whereof,  and  of  fieyeral  sorts  of  manufactures 
sent  out  by  the  Ck>mp*,    thers  had  been   paid  unto  His 
Ma*y  for  custom,  yearly  (communibus  annis)  the  sum   of 
^^  about  ^35,000  per  annum. 

^^  And  for  encreasing  the  navigation  and  strength  of 
this  kingdom,  there  hath  been  built,  within  that  time,  and 
^^  are  now  in  building,  twenty-four  sail  of  ships,  from  three 
hundred  and  fifty,  to  six  hundred  tons  burden,  and  they 
have  paid  for  freight  and  wages,  yearly,  to  the  amount  of 
^100,000  per  annum. 

And  have  furnished  His  Majesty's  kingdoms  of  Eng- 
"  land,  Scotland,  and  Ireland,  \vith  all  sorts  of  East-India 
"  commodities  (excepting  cinnamon,  cloves,  nutts,  and 
*^  mace),  which,  had  they  not  done,  would  have  cost  the 
^^  kingdom  farr  greater  rates  to  have  been  supplied  from  other 
*^  nations. 

"  And,    besides   which,    there    is    exported    East-India 

^^  goods  to  other  countries  (by  moderate  estimate)  double  the 

VOL.  II.  2  Z  "  value 
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CHAP.  II.  ^f  value  of  what  they  have  so  exported  in  bullion^  which  is  a 
1674-75.  ^^  very  great  encrease  to  the  stock  of  this  kingdom^  and  the 
"  proceed  of  a  greater  part  thereof  is,  fi'om  time  to  time,, 
*^  returned  in  gold  and  silver. 

^^  And  as  for  the  permissions  granted  to  others  to  send 
^^  on  their  ships,  the  Company  not  finding  it  convenient  for 
^^  themselves  to  trade  in  diamonds,  bezoar  stones,  amber- 
^*  greese,  musk,  pearles,  and  other  fine  •goods,  they  have 
^^  given  leave  to  others  to  trade  therein,  paying  onely  a  small 
"  acknowledgem*  to  the  Comp*  for  freight,  to  the  end  that 
*^  trade  might  not  onely  be  preserved,  but  encreased,  to  the 
^^  kingdom's  advantage :  by  which,  also,  this  kingdom  is  not 
^<  onely  furnished  with  those  commodities,  but  there  is  also. 
'^  sent  out  from  hence,  of  those  fine  goods,  to  a  very  great 
^^  value,  unto  other  countries,  for  encreasing  the  stock  of  this 
"  kingdom.''  0) 

This    statement  suppressed  the  latent  opposition  to  the 

Company's  trade,  and  accounts  for  the  large  equipments  and 

stock  which,  in  this  year,  were  provided  for  the  prosecution 

of  their  commerce. 

initructions  As  the  political  and  commercial  embarrassments  in  Ihe 

to  Surat  and 

Fort  St.        Penmsula  of  India,   on  which  the  able  report  of  President 

George,  for  ^ 

their  conduct  Aungier  had  been  made,    and    the    military  establishment, 

towards  the 

NativePowcrg  which  uow  began  to  assume  a  more  regular  form,  both  at 

the  Dutch,  °  ^  ^ 

and  the  For-  Bombay 

tiDgaete* 

(1)— Memorial  relative  to  bullion  exported  by  the  Eait-Indla  Company^  16/4.  {East 
India  Papers io the  State  Paper  Office,  No.  264) 
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Bombay  and  at  Fort  St  George,  were  3ul!}ects  which,  firom  chap.il 
being  new,  were  not  fully  intdligiWe  to  the  Court,  we  discover  1674-75. 
indedsion,  and  timidity,  in  the  resolutions  on  which  they 
formed  their  instructions  to  their  Foreign  Presidencies ;  for, 
instead  of  prescribing  measures  for  regulating  the  political 
conduct  of  the  Presidency  of  Surat  with  the  Mogul,  or  with 
Seyagee,  they  founded  the  instructions  on  a  commercial  cau- 
tion, little  suited  (jp  the  difficulties  which  their  servants  had 
to  encounter. 

In  President  Aungier's  report,  he  had  stated,  that,  hy 
taking  part  with  the  Mogul,  he  might  provdce  Sevagee  to 
expel  the  Company  fh>m  then*  Factories  on  the  Malabar 
part  of  his  dominions,  or  the  Mogul  to  withdraw  those 
Phirmaunds,  or  grants*  which  had  been  purchased  at  so  great 
an  expence: — ^the  Court  w^*e  uninformed  of  the  history 
of  the  Asiatic  Sovereigns,  or  Chiefs^  on  whose  favour  their 
Presidencies  and  Factories  depended,  and  the  Government  not 
less  so,  from  being  habituated  to  £iux>pean  politics,  inappli- 
cable to  the  Indies,  and  therefwe  often  framed  instructions, 
which  thek  servants  could  neither  observe,  nor  apply  to  the 
situations  in  whidb  they  were  placed* 

Hbe  crders  of  the  Court  to  the  Presidency  of  Surat  and 
the  Agency  of  Fort  St.  George,  directed  them  to  make  con- 
cessions to  the  Mogul,  that  the  Company's  privileges  and 
trade  at  Surat  mi^t  be  preswved,  and  to  form  a  convention 
with  Sevagee,   on    the   basis  o£  recovering  their  losses  by 

2Z  2  Itis 
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CHAiui.  liis  invasion  of  Surat,  and  at  the  Factories  on  the  coasts  of 
1674-75. his  dominions: — ^these  general  orders^  however  natural  to 
.  cautions  men,  anxious  to  preserve  their  trade,  could  be  of  no 
use  to  their  servants,  who  could  only  act  according  as  circum* 
stahces,  in  the  general  war  on  the  West  of  India,  or  on  the 
Coromandel  Coa^t,  prescribed: — when  these  might  occur; 
it  would  be  in  vain  that  their  servants  refused  compliance 
with  the  demands  of  the  Native  Powers,  by^  stating  the  orders 
of  the  Court  to  remain  neuter,  when,,  in  fact,  they  had 
neither  force  nor  means  to  become  parties  in  the  Indian  wars, 
and  could  not  enter  into  any  engagements  to  aflford  assistance 
to  the  Mogul  or  to  Sevagee ; — ^the  difficulty,  therefore,  stiM 
remained,  because  excuses  would  not  be  listened  to,  or  under- 
stood, by  the  contending  sovereigns,  who  could  alone  ba- 
lance the  favours  they  conferred^  by  the  services  of  those 
whom  they  protected. 

The  same  indecision  in  the  Court,  is  observable  in  the 
instructions  given  to  their  servants,  for  their  conduct  towards 
the  Portuguese,  for  they  ordered  the  President  and  Council 
of  Surat,  and  the  Governor  of  Bombay,,  notwithstanding  the 
slender  military  force  on  the  Island,  to  maintain  the  pass 
between  Tannah  and  Caranjah,  and  Bombay,  forgetting  that 
ihis  was  the  immecHate  source  of  dispute  with  that  nation. 
s^ipmenti  The  equipments  f<Mr  this  season,  for  the  Presidency  of 

abdstockfor  ^    '^  ^ 

Snrateii-       Surat^  consisted  of  five  ships,  or  two  thousand  one  hundred 

ffreaiedtopaj 

oiFdebti.       tons : — ^four  of  these  ships  were  to  proceed  to  the  Factories  on 

the 
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the  Malabar  Coast,  to  take  in  the  goods  provided  at  the  Out-  ^^^^'^^; 
stations^  and  to  complete  their  lading  at  Surat  and  Bombay;  ^ 674,- 75* 
and  one  was  to  be  dispatched,  with  a  suitable  assortment 
of  Europe  and  Surat  goods,  to  Bantam.  The  stock  on  those 
vessels  was  estimated  at  5^189,000,  chiefly  in  bullion,  with  a 
proportion  of  broad-cloths,  lead,  tin,  and  quicksilver,  under 
a  general  order  to  dispose  of  the  goods,  at  such  prices  as  they 
would  bring  in  the^narket,  and  to  apply  the  proceeds  to  the 
discharge  of  the  debts  at  interest,  and  the  balance  (whatever 
it  might  be),  to  the  provision  of  an  investment  for  the  subse- 
quent season ;  in  particular,  to  dispose  of  the  cochineal  at  a 
low  price,  to  prevent  this  article  being  brought  from  India,  by 
the  traders  to  the  Persian  Gulf: — ^in  return,  the  investment 
was  to  consist  of  Surat  piece  goods,  for  which,  however,  a 
lower  price  must  be  paid,  as  these  articles  had  not  so  ready 
a  sale  in  England  as  the  Coromandel  cloths;  that  a  less 
quantity  of  Lahore  indigo  should  be  sent  than  formerly,  be^ 
cause  the  importations  from  the  West-Indies,  of  this  article, 
had  lowered  the  demand  for  that  of  Lahore ; — ^and  that  a 
less  quantity  of  lac  would  be  required,  because  the  demand 
for  that  article  had  decreased,  from  the  new  practice  of  using 
wafers,  instead  of  wax,  for  seating  letters.<^) 

The    Court,    on  the  subject  of   the  fortificaticms   and  Seamen  not 

to  be  allowed 

strength  of  the  garrison  at  Bombay,  which  had,  for  several  tosetUeaa 

ooloniiti  at 
years,  Bombay. 

(1)— Letter  from  the  Court  to  the  Preiident  and  CouDcU  of  Sumt,  5th  March 
l67Ar75. 
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CHAP.  n.  years^  been  under  their  notice,  were  influenced  by  the  event  of 
1674-75.  the  return  of  peace  with  the   Dutch,  but  do  not  appear  to 
have  estimated  the  danger  to  which  the  Island  was  exposed, 
in  case  of  any  attack  by  the  Mogul's  fleets,  ot  those  of  Seva^ 
^ee.    Jn  a  former  season  they  had  recommended,  that  super-^ 
numararies  from  any  of  the  Company's  ships,  who  might  be 
disposed  to  engage  in  the  military  service  at  Bombay,  might  be 
encouraged ;  but,  in  this  season,  they  ordered,  that  the  Go* 
pernor  should  not  encourage  the  settlement  of  any  Europeans 
4m  the  Island^  but  such  as  might  be  sent  from  England,  under 
covenants ;  aligning  as  a  reason^  that  enlistiug  men  from  their 
ships  weakened  the  crews,  and  might  stand  in  the  way  of  the 
jcolonists  and  their  families  receiving  that  encouragement, 
svhich  it  was  their  intention  to  offer  to  those  who  might  be 
disposed  to  proceed  direct  from  England  to  Bombay/^> 
Court's  mea.  Tliough  the  CouTt  wcre  disposed,  in  this  season,  to  revive 

^^niaD  trade,  and  eucrcase  the  trade  to  Persia,  they  were  without  the 
knowledge  of  facts,  on  which  they  could  frame  positive  instruc- 
jtions ;  and  were  apprehensive,  that  the  sending  of  armed 
vessels  into  the  Gulf,  might  lead  to  hostilities  with  the  Mogul'» 
subjects,  which  would  endanger  the  trade  at  the  ports  of  that 
Empire,  and  aflS^rd  an  opportunity  to  the  Putdb  to  get  an  ex- 
clusive po8s^si(«  of  the  Persj^qt  trade ;— adopting^  therefore, 

a 

(l)««»Letter  from  the  Court  to  the  President  tod  CaoncU  x>f  fiurat^  5th  March 
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a  middle  course,  they  recommended,  that  the  ships  Intended  CHAK  ii. 
for  the  Persian  Gtilf  should  be  fitted  ecjually  for  war  and  for  1^4^* 
trade,  to  give  the  iippearance  of  force  and  of  commerce,  and 
that  the  Agent  at  Gombroon  should  provide  as  much 
Caramania  wool,  (vrhich  was  in  great  demand,^  as  liis  fund^ 
would  allow,  and  recover  the  moiety  of  the  customs^  till  such 
time  as  a  better  knowledge  of  the  relative  circumstances  of 
Persia  and  India  should  enable  the  Court  to  determine,  whether 
it  would  be  preferable  to  place  the  Persian  trade  on  a  more 
enlarged  scale^  by  means  of  negotiation,,  or  by  an  encrease  of 
naval  force.<*> 

As  the  Court  had  not  received  intelligence,  in  this  season,  Fortifi^tions 
of  the  removal  of  the  French  from  St.  Thom^^  and  could  not  George  to  be 
but  be  apprehensive  of  the  measures  which  the  Dutch  might  on  account  of 

the  war  be* 

adopt,  supposing  them  to  be  pofisei^ited  of  that  place,  for  dis*  tween  the 

French  and 

tressing,  if  not  laying  siege  to  Fort  St.  Geobge,  they  sent  Dutch. 
strict  orders  to  the  Agent  and  Connctl  to  direct  their  chief 
attention  to  the  improvement  of  the  fortifications,  and  the 
discipline  of  the  garrison^  that  they  might  be  always  in 
a  situation  to  resist  an  European  enemy.  If  St.  T1iom6 
should  remain  with  the  French,  and  a  war  in  Europe  take 
place  between  France  and  England,  (of  which  the  French 

commander 


(I)— Letter  from  the  Coort  to  the  IVesident  and  Cooncil  at  Surat^  5th  March 
l6;4-75.-—  Letter  from  the  Ck>art  to  the  Agent  and  Factors  in  Persia^  5th  March 
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CHAP.  II.  commander  would  receive  earlier  intelligence  than  the  Compa- 
1674-75-  ny's  Agent)  it  was  probable,  they  would  immediately  attack 
Fort  St.  George,  and  might  take  it  by  surprise  : — ^if  the  Dutch 
got  possession  of  it,  and  a  war  took  place  between  England 
and  Holland,  from  the  superiority  of  the  Dutch  naval  and 
military  power  in  the  East-Indies,  Madras  might  be  lost. 

To  provide  against  either  of  these  contingencies,  and  as 
an  encouragement  to  the  military  officers,  for  vigilance,  an 
additional  allowance  was  granted  to  them,  proportionate  to 
their  rank ; — ^and  to  prevent  disputes  respecting  the  orders 
of  the  Agent  and  Council  to  the  garrison,  it  was  required, 
that  all  questions,  respecting  the  defence  of  the  place,  should 
be  decided  by  a  majority  of  votes ;  and  that  the  minority 
should  not  sign  such  orders,  but  enter  the  reasons  of 
their  dissent,  on  the  books,  and  transmit  them  to  the 
Court. 
Eacreaned  The  equipments  of  this  season,    for  Fort   St.   George, 

and  stock  for  amounted  to  five  ships,  or  two  thousand  four  hundred  tons  ; — 
George  and  the  stock,  principally  in  bullion,  was  estimated  at  ^202,000, 
of  which  ^100,000  was  to  be  invested  in  Coast  goods,  at 
Madras,  and  ,^35,000  at  Masulipatam,  and  the  remaining 
5^65,000  was  to  be  remitted  to  the  Factories  in  Bengal : — of 
the  ^100,000  ordered  to  be  invested  at  Madras,  ^12,000 
was  to  be  expended  in  purchasing  Coast  goods  for  Bantam. 
In  return  for  this  large  stock,  the  Court  expected  a  consider- 
able investment  of  Coast  cloths,   for  the  home   sales;   but, 

greater 
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greater  care,  than  formerly,  must  be  observed,   in  sekctiiig   ^^Jj^* 
these  cloths,  both  in  their  fineness  and  breadths.  <^>  1674-75. 

From  the  large  stock  remitted  to  Bengal^  a  proportionate 
investment  was  expected  in  silks  and  saltpetre,  that  country 
afibrding  those  articles  of  a  superior  kind,  and,  therefore, 
they  were  not  to  be  purchased,  in  future,  on  the  Coromandel 
Coast,  on  the  Company's  account. 

The  ifi'acfors  ia  Bengal  were  authorised,  besides  the 
^^65,000  of  stock,  to  take  up  <s62O,O0O  at  interest;  and  s«cb 
prc^ortion  of  this  large  sum  as  migbt  remain,  after  purdbaaing 
ttlks  £uid  tafiaties  of  a  finer  quality,  (the  blaxsk  and  green  silks  .. 
to  be  under  the  infi^ection  of  the  English  dyers)  and  six  him-* 
dred  tons  of  the  best  saltpetre,  was.  to  be  iufvested  in  white 
sugar,  cotton-yarn,  turmeric,  and  bee's^wax^  to  fill  up  any 
spare  tonnage  in  the  shq»s,  when  ihey  came  round  £rom  Masun 
lipatam  to  Hughly,  to  take  in  their  cargo6s«<^> 

It  might  have  been  expected,  that  the  Court,  after  the  Equipments 
^jfull  information  which  they  had  received  of  the  consfcmercial  ^^^^^^  ^^' 

^P  ^  creased^  to 

.;  circumstances  of  the  Agency  of  Bantam;  of  the suboidin^td  ^^newtheat- 
stations  of  Jambee,  Tonquin,  and  Tywan ;  of  the.mefik^al  '^^a^^e  »*^*  • 

pau> 

attempt  to  open  an  intercourse  with  Japanc^  and.  of  the  experi-  - 
meat  of  trade  at  Macao;  would  have  come  to.  Ilie'resplutioi^  of 
roL.'ii.  3  A    ;reH»q[Mishsng 

,     (l)-7-L«tterB  from  the  Court  to  the  Agent  and  Council  at  Fort  St.  George,   17(h 
August  and  22d  December  I674. 

4a)-^lMiimu  loom  tlie  Govt  tb  Ukb  Afent  ood  9aftors«LHngb)79  ?i7tix  AugOBt  and 
23dI>eceDfli(^l^4»  ... 
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CHAP^.  rdiDquishiDg  the  project  of  a  Factory  at  Japan,  and  have 
1674- 75*  addressed  the  King  for  his  good  offices  with  Portugal,  to 
obtain  a  reception  for  their  ships  at  Macao : — ^in  defiance, 
however,  of  all  difficulties,  the  Court  resolved  to  persevere  in 
their  eflbrts  to  open  the  trade  with  Japan,  and,  for  this 
purpose,  instructed  the  Agent  at  Bantam,  to  endeavour  to 
persuade  the  King  of  Tywan  to  interpose  his  good  offices 
with  the  Emperor,  by  explaining,  ihat  the  Portuguese 
were  subjected  to  the  King  of  Castile,  at  the  time  when  they 
interfered  with  the  religious  observances  of  Japan,  but  now 
they  were  governed  by  their  lawful  sovereign; — and  that 
the  English  intended  to  fix  a  principal  seat  of  their  trade  at 
Tywan,  at  which  they  would  encourage  the  introduction  of 
Japan  produce,  (gold,  silver,  and  copper),  and  give  in  ex- 
change,  English  goods,  and  Coast  and  Surat  cloths. 

The  equipments  for  Bantam,  in  this  season^  amounted 
to  two  thousand  five  hundred  tons,  and  the  stock,  in  bullion 
and  goods,  wase  stimated  at  ^65,000,  exclusive  of  ^20,000 
in  goods,  to  be  forwarded  from  Surat  and  Fort  St.  Greorge.<^> 
Additional  g^,^  Hbi-ena,  also,  in  this  season,  became  a  subject  of 

for  St.  Hdc-  attention  to  the  Court.  Though  the  number  of  the  colonists, 
to  whom  lands  had  been  allotted,  was  considerable,  they  were 
not,  as  yet,  equal  to  the  defence  of  the  Island ;  the  Governor, 
therefore,    was  instructed  to  give  encouragement    to    such 

landmen, 

(1)— Letters  from  the  Court  to  the  Ag^t  and  Conodl  of  Baotaou  23d  Ootober 
and  18th  December  \67A,  and  pth  Febraarf,  and  5th  and  33d  March  1&J^7^* 
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landmeDi  or  seamen^  as  ofifered  to  become  settlers^  on  their  9^^:;Jf' 
agreeing  to  assist  in  its  defence^  which,  it  was  hoped^  would  1674-7^ 
enable  him  to  reduce  the  garrison  from  seventy-five  to  fifty 
men  : — ^he  was  also  to  encourage  fishing,  and  always  to  have 
in  store  dried  provisions,  to  prevent  scarcity:  and  though 
civility  and  assistance  were  to  be  shewn  to  such  ships  as  might 
touch  at  the  Island,  the  crews  were  not  to  he  permitted  to 
land,  to  whatever  nation  they  might  bdbng/^^ 


The  Foreign  tvansactimis  at  the  Presidency  of  Subat,  and  o^iJ^nSnt 
in  the  Island  of  Bombay,  during  the  season  1674-76,  open  SL^^^r^d 
with  the  deliberations  and  proceedings  of  the  President  and  ^S[^' 
Council,  to  meet  the  diflh^ulties,  which  they  were  experiencing  ^hl^"  ^l 
from  Aurungzebe,  and  from  Sevagee,  not  only  at  Surat,  but  pan^"*" 
on  the  coa#t  opposite  to  Bombay^  and  in  the  countries  in  the 
vicinity  of  those  ports  on  the  Malabar  Coast,  at  which  the 
Company's  trade  had,  hith^*to,  been  carvied  on.     From  having 
nekher  force  nor  authority  tatake  a  decided  part  in  favor  of 
any  of  those  Princes,  nor  specific  instructions  to  direct  their 
commercial  relations  with  them,,  it  remained,  cm  .the  one  hand, 
to  negotiate  with  Sevagee,  for  liberty  and  privileges  of  trade, 

3  A  2  and 

(1) --Letter  fiom  the  Cdurt  to' the  6o?ernor  and  Council  of  St  Hotena,   isth 
Depember  l6f4. 
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CHAP.  II.  aiid  on  the  other,  it  was  hazardous  to  form  connexions  with 
1674-75*  him,  which  might  awaken  the  suspicions,  or  expose  them  to 
the  resentment  of  Aurungzebe.  The  state  of  atfairs,  at 
this  juncture,  from  the  power  of  Sevagee,  required  iJiat 
an  Envoy  should  be  sent  to  that  Chief,  and  Mr.  Henry 
Oxinden  was  selected  for  this  service : — ^his  instructions,  in 
substance,  were,  to  endeavour  to  settle  the  payment  of  the 
damages  sustained  by  the  English,  at  Rajahpore,  which,  by  a 
convention,  had  been  admitted  by  Sevagee ;  to  obtain  per- 
mission to  trade  at  the  ports  in  his  dominions  ;  and  that  the 
Company's  Agents  might  be  allowed  to  make  inland  purchases 
and  sales  in  the  countries  between  those  ports  and  the  Decan, 
particularly  at  the  ports  opposite  to  Bombay^ 

Mr.  O^nden  proceeded  from  Bombay  to  Rairee,  and 
delivered  the  presents  to  the  minister,  or  Peishwah,  Morah 
Pundit,  and  to  the  other  ministers  of  Sevagee.  Being  intro- 
duced to  Sevagee,  and  to  his  sotk,  Sambagee,  and  havkig  made 
known  the  Company's  requests,  he  was  permitted  to  attend 
the  coronation,  of  Sevagee,  which  exhibited  bHI  the  Eastern 
nuignk6ceiice:--^rtkir  ievent  asceitaii^  the  period  v9^t^  the 
sovereignty  of  the  ilBndoos,  or  MahraMas,  was  established, 
aiid  refers  #o  the  Asiatic  customs,  which  must  be  dbserved,  in 

'  soliciting^  or  receiving,  the  protection  of  an  Eastern  Soirereign. 

B^iibxif^piAdki^isii^^  a^grantwas 

obtained  from  Sevagee,   on -the  I2th  June  1674,    conferring 

privileges  of  trade  on  the  Co^ipany;    wfth  an  explanation, 

that 
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that  if  their  money  should  be  of  sufficient  fineness,   there   CHAP.  u. 
could  be  no  difficulty  in  its  passing  current  in  the  Hindoo  l6f4-7^* 
dominions,  without  being  the  subject  of  a  separate  article 
in  the  grant/*> 

This  treaty  with  Sevagee  was   approved  of  by  President  ^ 
Aungier  and  his  Council,  and  transmitted  to  the  Court,  ac-* 
companied  with  an  explanation  of   the  measures  which  he 
proposed  to  adopt,  for  extending  the  trade. 

The  war  between  the  Moguls  and  Fatans  continued  to  dis- 
turb the  northern  frontier  provinces  of  the  empire,  and  (as  no- 
ticed in  the  abstract  of  his  reign)  Aurungzebe  had  proceeded,  in 
person,  to  repel,  rather  than  to  subdue,  that  powerful  people. 

The  trade  with  Persia  havin&r  this  year  failed,  on  account  Mr.  Owndeii 

f!^  J  '  sent  to  Persia. 

of  a  number  of  vessels  belonging  to  Surat  having  been  lost, 
President  Aungier  attempted  to  revive  the  English  interests 
in  that  kingdom,  by  sending  Mr.  Henry  Oxinden  as  Envoy, 
and  to  act  as  second  to  the  Agent  at  Qomhra&hS^ 

Though  the  accounts  of  the  peace  in  Europe  had  reached  JJ^^roJIj^eJ 
Surat,  in  the  course  of  the  season,  the  sales  of  the  Comr^nf  s  pJtilJonB''''oT 
exports  was  heavy,  from  the  influx  of  similar  articles  by  the  other  p^e^nf  andthc 
European  traders,  and  the  pnrcbase^  of  Surat  goods,  at  the  *°^^'^^'^^"' 

prices 

.  (1)— losliuctioM  from  tiie  Prciidentr  and  Council  at  Bombay  to  Mr.  Henry  Oxinden, 
to  negotiate  with  Sevagee  Rajah,  llthMay  l6f4.^ —  ^fr.  Oxinden's  NarratiTe  of  his 
Negotiations  with  Sevagee,  I3th  May  to  13th  June  1674,  (vol.  xxxi.  No.  2879^) 

(2>^LettBr  from  President  Aangier  and  Che  Council  at  Benobay  to  the  Court,  20th 
August  1674. 
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CHAPJU.  prices  Specified^  had  become  difficulty  from  the  low  state  of 
1674- 75.  the  Amds  of  the  Presidency  ;  and,  therefore,  they  anxiously 
looked  forward  to  the  stock  of  the  subsequent  season,  and 
explained,  that  it  would  be  difficult  to  find  a  cargo  for  Bantam^ 
or  sales  at  that  port,  as  the  King  had  opened  a  trade  with 
Surat,  on  his  own  account/^) 

On  a  general  view  of  the  Company's  debts,  amounting^ 
in  November  1674,  to  the  sum  of  ,^^135,000,  the  Presidency 
intimated  to  the  Deputy  Governor  of  Bombay,  that  he  must 
not  only  suspend  the  investment  ordered  for  Bantam,  but,  in  a 
great  measure,  the  provision  of  an  investment  for  Europe,  till 
he  should  receive  supplies  to  revive  the  Company's  credit/^) 

Notwithstanding  these  circumstances,  trade  was,  at  this 
time,  extended,  by  re-establishing  a  Factory  at  Rajahpore^ 
at  which  considerable  sales  and  purchases  might  be  antici- 
pated; <^)  but  this,  and  other  pitgects  for  enlarging  the  sales 
of  Europe  goods,  and  providing  investments,  during  the 
remainder  of  the  year,  had  been  obstructed,  by  reports  of 
negotiations  between  Sevagee  and  the  Mogul,  and  by  the  pre- 
datory incursions  of .  the  M ahratta  horse,  which  had  ap- 
proached Surat„  and  subsequently  plundered  the  Company^s 

Factory 

(1)— Letter  from  the  Deputy  President  and  Council  at  Surat^  12th  October  1674. 

(2)— Letter  from  the  Deputy  President  and  Council  at  Sunit  to  Bombay^  4tb 
November  1674. 

(3)— General  Letter  from  the  Government  at  Bombay  to  the  Courts  I2th  November 
1674. 
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Factory  at  Dungum.    In  this  situation  of  affairs,  the  Com-   9^ap.il 
pany's  credit  had  been  stretched  to  its  utmost  limit,  to  provide  1674-75. 
an  investment,  and  to  pay  interest,  and,  therefore,  they  repeated 
the  request  for  a  larger  stock,  to  enable  them  to  make  provision 
for  the  tonnage  expected  from  £urope/^> 

In  the  Island  of  Bombay,  during  this  season,  the  enlarge-  Measures  of 
ment  of  the  fortifications  had  been  postponed,  from  the  want  Auogier  for 

*        *  improving 

of  money  to  defray  the  charges,  and  from  the  detection  and  the  revwiues 
punishment  of  a  dangerous  mutiny,  in  Captain  Shaxton's  com- 
pany of  infantry.  This  officer,  it  will  be  recollected,  had 
been  appointed  by  the  Court,  under  the  strongest  recommen- 
dations, to  take  charge  of  the  military  defence  of  the  Island, 
and,  in  the  event  of  the  Presi  dent's  absence,  to  act  as  Deputy 
Grovemor ;  but  he  and  his  subalterns  had  encouraged  disorderly 
proceedings  among  the  soldiers,  who  resolved  to  lay  down  their 
arms,  unless  their  demand  for  a  month's  pay,  (which  they 
affirmed  had  been  promised  to  them  by  the  Court),  should  be 
paid,  and  unless  their  discharge  (as  their  term  of  three  years 
had  expired)  should  be  granted  to  them.  On  discovering  this 
mutiny.  President  Aungier  acted  with  equal  prudence  and' 
firmness  :  prudence,  in  consenting  to  grant  the  demands ;  and 
firmness,  in  bringing  the  principal  ringleaders  to  trial  before  a 

court 

(1)— ^neral  Letter  from  the  Government  of  Bombay  to  the  Coart^  20th  March 
KJ74-75.— ^  General  Letters  from  the  Presidency  of  Surat  to  the  Court,  9th  and  llth 
January  l674r7S,  and  25th  March  1675. 
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CHAP.  IJ.  court  martial^  preferably  to  trial  by  civil  law.  Thrce  of  ^be 
l^r^-'/S*  riDgleaders  were  condemned  to  deadly  of  whom  one,  a  Cor- 
poral Fake,  was  shot,  on  the  21st  October  16/4 :  the  other 
two  were  pardoned  by  the  President,  at  the  request  of  the 
Council  and  Officers  : — Captain  Shaxton  was  next  brought  to 
tnal,  and  found  guilty  on  some  of  the  charges,  and  sent  to 
England,  that  the  whole  of  the  circumstances  regarding  him, 
might  be  under  the  knowledge  and  judgement  of  the  Court 
and  of  His  Majesty.  This  event,  looking  at  the  Compaay's 
Charter,  which  authorized  them  to  levy,  ent^tain,  and  dis- 
cipline forces,  furnishes  the  first  example  of  their  exerci(»ng 
martial  law/^> 

This  state  of  affairs  induced  President  Aungi^  to  cmitinue 
at  Bombay  till  the  arrival  of  the  ships  of  the  following  season, 
conceiving  that,  in  this  interval,  his  presence  might  contribute 
to  the  restoration  of  order : — ^meantime,  he  discharged  the 
Portuguese  soldiers,  as  the  recruits  arrived,  and  gave  the 
command  to  Captain  Langford,  an  officer  of  character  in 
the  King's  and  Company's  service. 

President  Aungier's  attention  was  next  directed  to  improve 
the  revenues  of  the  Island,  l>y  the  establishment  of  a  mint, 
by  farming  the  customs,    apd  by  taking  measures  for  the 

introduction 

(l)r-Letter  from  President  Auogier  and  Council  at  Bombay  to  the  Deputy,  Preaidentj 

kc.  at  Surat^  20th  August  and  23d  October   t674. General  Letter^  from  Sorgt  ta 

the  Court,  l6th  December  l674»  , 
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introduction  of  excise  duties,  to  which  the  inhabitants  had    chap.  ii. 
been  accustomed,  under  the  Portuguese  government/^)  1674-75. 

As  the  exemption  from  the  payment  of  customs  for  fire 
years  (or  the  period  which  had  elapsed,  since  the  Island  was 
granted  by  the  King  to  the  Ckimpany)  expired  at  the  close  of 
this  season,  Mr.  Aungier  and  his  Council  framed  regulations, 
with  the  following  object,  viz. — ^the  carrying  the  amount  of 
the  revenue  to  the  Company's  account,  and  applying  one  per 
cent,  to  defray  the  charges  of  the  fortifications :  under  this 
regulation,  all  goods,  whether  imported  or  exported,  were  to 
be  entered  at  the  Custom-house  of  Bombay  or  Mahim,  and 
the  following  rates  were  fixed  for  the  principal  imports  and 
exports  : — all  goods  imported,  including  corn,  grain,  and 
timber,  to  pay  two  and  half  per  cent.,  and  one  per  cent,  to- 
wards the  fortifications,  with  the  exception  of  Indian  tobacco 
and  Indian  iron,  which  were  to  pay  eight  per  cent, 
custom,  and  one  per  cent,  towards  the  fortifications: — ^all 
goods  exported,  to  pay  three  and  a  half  per  cent. ;  with  the 
exception  of  the  produce  of  the  Island  (cocoa-nuts,  salt, 
fish,  &c.)  which  was  to  pay  eight  per  cent,  custom,  and  one 
per  cent,  towards  the  fortifications : — ^gold,  silver,  jewels, 
pearls,  bezoar  stones,  musk^  amber,  and  coins  of  copper 
and  tin,  to  be  free  of  all  customs,  either  on  import  or  export.^ 
VOL.  n.  '       3  B  The 

(l)-p-Letter  from  the  President  and  Council  at  Bombay  to  the  Courts  18th  Januarjr 
1674.75. 

(2)— Rales  and  R^alations  for  the  Custom-Hoose  at  Bombay,  established  bj 
President  AoDgieo  25th  March  1675.    (Vol.  xxxi,  No.  2939.) 
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CHAP^.  The  principal  events  at  Fort  St.  George^  during  this 

1674-75.  season  (1674-75),  were,  the  surrender  of  St.  Thom6  by  the 

Dutch     take 

St.  Thome     French  to  the  Dutch,  on  the  26th  August,  on  condition  that 

from  the 

French,  and  the  garrison  should  be  transported  to  Europe ;  the  place  was 

deliver  it  to 

the  King  of  to  be  ceded  by  the  Dutch  to  the  King  of  Golcondah,  and 

Golcoudah.  ^  ^ 

the  Agent  and  Council  expressed  the  hope,  that  St.  Thorn^ 
would  be  demolished,  to  prevent  its  being  again  occupied 
by  any  European  power. 

In  this  state  of  affairs  at  Fort  St.  George,  offers  were 
made  to  the  Agent  and  Council,  by  the  Nabobs  of  Madura 
and  Tanjore,  to  cede  to  the  Company  the  ports  of  Negapatam 
and  Tutacorin,  on  condition  of  giving  assistance  against  the 
Dutch ;  but  these  offers  were  declined,  as  the  goods  to  be 
obtained  at  those  ports,  would  not  compensate  for  the  hazard 
and  expences  which  might  be  incurred  by  this  connexion. 

The  commercial  events  were, — ^the  arrival  of  the  Condpan/s 
ships  and  treasure,  and  the  issuing  orders  to  Bengal,  to  expe- 
dite the  lading  of  the  saltpetre,  silks,  &c.(*) 
Critical  situ^  It  would  appear,  that  if  the  accounts  of  peace  in  Europe 

6t.  George,     had  not  arrived,  it  was  the  intention  of  the  Dutch  commander, 
as  soon  as  St.  Thom6  should  be  reduced,  to  have  attacked  or 
beseiged  Fort  St.  George  : — ^though  the  garrison  and  fortifi- 
cations 

(i)— Letter  from  the  Agent  and  Council  at  Fort  St,  George  to  the  Presidency  of 

Surat,  20th  May  I674. General  Letters  from  the  Agent  and  Council  of  Fort  St. 

George  to  the  Court,  2dd  September^  Ist  October^  and  1st  December  1674,  and  14tli 
January  1674*7  5m 
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cations  were  sufficiently  strong  to  have  made  a  vigorous  resis-  ^^^^Ji' 
tance^  yet,  estimating  the  strength  of  the  French  forces  at  1674-75. 
thirteen  hundred  Europeans  and  eight  hundred  natives,  the 
Dutch  at  four  thousand  Europeans,  and  the  King  of  Gk>lcon« 
dah's  troops,  acting  in  that  quarter,  at  twelve  thousand  horse 
and  foot,  there  was  every  reason  to  apprehend  an  attack  on  the 
garrison,  amounting  only  to  two  hundred  and  fifty  men,  exclusive 
of  Peons ;  the  Agent  and  Council,  therefore,  submitted  to  the 
Court,  the  necessity  of  augmenting  this  force,  to  enable 
them  to  resist  either  European  or  Native  enemies  :-— consider- 
ing, besides,  the  difficulties  which,  during  the  war,  they  had 
experienced,  and  the  caution  and  reserve  required  towards  thb 
French,  though  allies,  yet  dangerous  neighbours,  and  the 
equal  caution  towards  the  Dutch,  who,  notwithstanding  the 
restoration  of  peace  in  Europe,  were  enemies  in  India, 
and  supported  by  a  superior  force  by  land,  and  sea,  the 
Fort  ought  to  be  strengthened,  and  the  garrison  rendered 
effisctive. 

From  the  whole  of  the  French  and  Dutch  transactions,  this 
season,  it  appeared,  that  though  alternately  allies  to  the  Eng-- 
lish,  both  were  real  enemies ;  and  that  the  Portuguese,  during 
the  wars  of  the  European  Maritime  States,  having  been 
relieved  from  the  oppressions  of  the  Dutch,  were  making 
exertions  to  re-establish  their  maritime  and  commercial  inter- 
course with  the  natives  : — ^the  burden  thus  fell  on  the  English, 
who,  with  heavy  charges,  had  to  hold  out  against  their  Euro- 

3  B  2  pean^ 
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CHAP.  iL  pean  rivals,  the  French,  Dutch,  Portuguese,  and  Danes: 
1674-75.  reinforcements,  therefore,  for  the  garrison,  and  additional 
stock,  in  goods  and  in  money,  would  be  requisite,  to  give  the 
Company  a  respectable  rank  in  the  trade  of  the  C!oast,  and  to 
render  that  trade  productive  in  Europe.  The  Agent  and 
Council,,  therefore,  submitted,  that  applications  should  be 
made  by  the  Company  to  the  King,  to  form  some  fixed  system, 
or  regulation,  by  which  the  respective  rights  and  privileges  of 
the  Maritime  Powers  in  Europe,  trading  to  the  East-Indies, 
might  be  ascertained.^*) 

The  Agent  and  Council  complained,    that  neither  the 

Agents  and  Factors  in  Bengal,  nor  in  M asulipatam,  had 

conformed  to  the  orders  of  the  Court,  which  had  placed  them 

in  subordination  to  the  Agent  of  Fort  St.  George. W 

Project  of  ihe  A  commercial  difficulty  occurred  at  Bantam  in  this  sea- 

King  of  Ban- 
tam to  form  son,  which  could  not  have  been  anticipated;  or  a  project  of 

an    indepen- 
dent trade  to  the  King,  to  establish  an  independent  trade  for  the  encrease  of 

the  Peninsula 

of  India.  his  revenues : — ^with  this  view,  he  had  equipped  ships,  and 
sent  them  with  produce  to  the  Coast  of  India,  and  even  into 
the  Gulf  of  Persia.  These  vessels  were  navigated  by  seamen 
who  had  deserted  the  Company's  service,  and  managed  by 
some  of  their  inferior  civil  servants^  who  expected  to  amass 

fortunes. 

(1)— Letter  from  the  Agent  and  Council  at  Fort  St.  George  to  the  Courts  20th 
November  1674. 

(2) — Letter  from  the  Agent  and  Council  at  Fort  St.  George  1o  the  Courts  dated  Ut 
December]  674,  and  l4th  January  1674^5. 
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fortimes.    The  ships  brought  Surat  and  Coast  goods  to  the   chap.  ir. 
Bantam  market,  thirt;|r  per  cent,  che^r  than  the  Company  1674 -75t 
could  import  them ;  which  had  raised  the  price  of  Bantam 
produce,  and  rendered  the  provision  of  an  investment  ex- 
pensive and  difficult/') 

No  measures  appear  to  have  been  adopted  this  season, 
for  following  up  the  orders  of  the  Court,  to  open  a  trade  to 
ToNQUiN,  TywAN,  or  Macao. 

(1)«— Lotter  from  the  Agent  an4  Conndl  at  BnQtam  to  th«  Preridency  of  Sunit,  1st 
Aofpst  16^4.——  AQOD71Q01U  Letter  from  Bantam  to  the  Court,  33(1  February  10^474. 
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1675-76. 


CHAP.  11.  For  several  years,  the  measures  devised  by  tbe  Court  of 

1675-76^  Directors,  and  those  which  their  Foreign  Presidencies  found 
admiDis*traU-  practicable,  have  been  discovered  to  be  at  variance.  This 
Sarat  and  opposition  could  Only  be  explained  by  the  different  circum- 
stances in  which  each  was  placed  : — ^to  remedy  these  evils,  the 
Court,  this  season,  directed  its  attention  to  the  formation  of 
a  more  regular  system  of  administration  at  Surat  and  at 
Bombay,  by  fixing  the  rank  of  their  servants  on  the  principle 
of  Seniority  J  as  the  rule  of  succession  to  offices  of  trust,  and 
next,  by  connecting  the  civil  and  military  service  in  such  a 
manner,  as  to  place  the  chief  authority  in  the  former,  but  to 
render  the  duties  of  the  latter  subservient  to  the  preservation 
of  the  settlements,  and  promotion  of  trade. 

With  the  view  of  preventing  disputes  about  succession, 
the  Court  framed  the  following  regulations:  — "  For  the 
"  advancement  of  our  Apprentices,  we  direct  that,  after  they 
**  have  served  the  first  five  yeares,  they  shall  have  ^10  per 
*^  annum,  for  the  two  last  yeares ;  and  having  served  those 
"  two  yeares,  to  be  entertayned,  one  yeare  longer,  as  Wri- 
"  ters,  and  have  Writers'  sallary;  and  having  served  that 
'^  yeare,  to  enter  into  y*'  degree  of  Factors,  which  otherwise 

"  would 
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^^  would  have  been  ten  yeares.     And  knowing,  that  a  dis-    ^^J'^; 

*^  tinction  of  titles  is,   in  many  respects,   necessary,   we  do  1675-76. 

^^  order,  that  when  the  Apprentices  have  served  their  times, 

*^  they  be  stiled  Writers  ;  and  when  the  Writers  have  served 

"  their  times,  they  be   stiled  Factm^s;  and  Factors,  having 

*^  served  their  times,  to  be  stiled  Merchants  ;  and  Merchants, 

^^  having  served  their  times,  to  be  stiled  Senior  Merchants^' 

With  the  object  of  connecting  the  civil  and  military  ser- 
vice, and  vesting  the  authority  in  the  former,  it  was  ordered, 
that  though  Captain  Langford,  who  had  been  chief  military 
officer  at  Bombay,  had  been  admitted  to  a  seat  in  the 
Council,  this,  in  the  case  of  a  vacancy,  was  not  to  be 
founded  on  as  a  precedent ;  and  that  the  civil  servants  were 
to  apply  themselves  to  acquire  a  knowledge  of  military  disci* 
pline,  that,  in  the  event,  either  of  any  sudden  attack,  or  of 
being  found  better  qualified  for  military,  than  for  civil  duties, 
they  might  receive  commissions,  and  have  the  pay  of  military 
officers,  till  the  pleasure  of  the  Court  should  be  known.  0) 

The  shipping  taken  up  for  this  Presidency  amounted  to  Equipments, 
five  sail,  or  two  thousand  three  hundred  and  fifty  tons,  and  commercial 

instructions 

the  stock,  in  goods  and  money,  wais  estimated  at  ^96,500 :  toSuratand 
-^this  sum  was,  in  the  first  instance,  to  be  applied  to  dis- 
charge the  debts   at.  interest,    which  had  been   contracted 
for  the    investment    of   the    preceding  year;     the   residue, 

under 

(I)— Letters  from  the  Court  to  the  Preiident  and  Ck>uiicil  of  Surat,  l^th  Julj  1675, 
$dA  8th  March  1675-7^. 
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^^J'^/  under  frugal  management^  to  be  applied  to  the  invest* 
1675*  76.  ment  of  this  season.  In  the  purchase. and  selection  of  goods, 
the  coarser  Surat  cloths^  (as  they  did  not  sell  in  England) 
were  to  be  omitted,  and  a  less  quantity,  but  of  a  finer  kind, 
purchased : — as  ginger  had  become  a  substitute  for  pepper, 
and  the  sale  of  pepper,  either  in  Italy,  Turkey,  or  the  North 
of  Europe,  on  account  of  the  wars  in  Poland,  had  failed, 
and  the  price  had  fallen  to  seven-pence  per  pound  in  England, 
the  liighest  price  to  be  given  in  the  ladies,  was  fixed 
at  two-pence  half-penny,  or  at  most,  at  three-pence  per 
pound,  for,  unless  the  profits  on  the  whole  investment  should 
compensate  for  a  larger  price,  aud  produce,  at  the  sales 
in  England,  thirty  per  cent.,  the  Indian  trade  would  become 
unproductive;  particularly,  when  it  was  considered,  that, 
from  the  rivalship  of  the  French,  Dutch,  &c.  EngUsh 
staples  and  merchandize  did  not  sell  in  the  Indies,  with 
the  same  advantage  as  when  the  market  was  without  these 
competitors. 

Under  the  commercial  pressure  at  Surat,  it  became, 
more  than  formerly,  expedient  to  raise  the  revenue  in  the 
Island  of  Bombay,  to  an  amount  which  would  defray  the 
charges ;  the  Court,  therefore,  approved  of  the  regulation, 
for  levying  three  and  a  half  per  cent,  customs  on  imports 
and  exports,  with  the  exception  of  raw  material  for  manu- 
factures, which  ought  to  be  subject  to  little  or  no  duty :  and 
though  they  sanctioned  the  duty  of  eight  per  cent,  and  one 

per 
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per  cent,  for  the  fortifications,  on  the  general  produce  of  the    ^^^  '^'' 
Island  exported,  they  referred  it  to  the  consideration  of  Pre-  1675 -76v 
sid'ent  Aungier,  and  the  Council  of  Surat,,  to  report  (as  this 
duty  might  press  on  trade)  whether  it  might  not  be  preferable  * 
to  levy  a  moderate  tax  on   provisions    of   all    kinds : — ^The 
Court,    before  coming  to  any  positive  resoluticms    on    this 
subject,  desired,  also,  that  a  report  might  be  sent,    on   the 
method  by  which   the   Dutch  levied  the   duties  of  customs 
at  Batavia,  it  having  been  productive,  and  equal  to  the  main** 
tenance  of  that  great  establishment.  0) 

The  Court  next  took  into  their  consideration,  the  report 
which  they  had  received  on  the  trade  to  Persia,  which,  in 
substance,  was, — ^that  unless  this  trade  could  be  protected  by 
armed  ships,  neither  the  privileges  which  had  formerly  been 
acquired,  could  be  acted  on,  nor  the  moiety  of  the  customs 
at  Gombroon  recovered;  and,  therefore,  ordered,  that  two 
of  the  ships,  which  had  been  consigned  to  Surat,  and  suffi-^ 
ciently  armed  for  service  in  the  Gulf  of  Persia,  and  on  which 
broad-cloths,  tin,  &c.  had  been  sent,  to  faciUtate  exchanges 
at  GrombrooD,  should  proceed  to  that  port,  to  which  directions 
had  been  given  to  provide  Persian  silks,  Caramania  wool,  &c. 
and  to  enforce  the  payment  of  the  customs.  <^> 

VOL.  II.  3  C  A  similar 

(1)— Letters  from  the  Court  to  the  PresideDt  and  Council  of  Sorat^  12th  July  1675, 
and  8th  Match  1675-76. 

(2)— Letter  from  the  Court  to  the  President  and  Council  of  Surat,  8th  March 
1675-76.—  Letter  from  the  Court  to  the  Agent  and  Council  at  Gombroon,  l6th  Sep* 
fember  1675,  and  11th  March  1675-76. 
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A  similar  system  for  the  administration  of  the  Com* 
1675-76.  pany^s  afiairs  (varying  only  according  to  local  circumstances) 

Similar  in- 

•tructionsto   was  transmitted  to  the  Aijent    and  Council  at   Fort  St. 

Fort  St.  ^ 

George.  GeOEGE. 

After  specifying  the  ranks  of  the  civil  servants,  it  was 
explained,  that  the  Writers  and  Apprentices,  appointed  this 
season,  were  not  intended  to  supersede  any  of  the  servants 
in  actual  employment :-— that  promotion  was,  in  general,  to 
proceed  by  seniority;  but  the  stations  at  which  their  civil 
servants  were  to  be  fixed,  were  left  to  the  discretion  of  the 
Agent  and  Council,  as  they  might  discover  them  to  be  qua- 
lified. 

To  prevent  the  recurrence  of  disputes  for  succession,  it 
was  ordered,  that  on  the  death  or  removal  of  Sir  William 
Langhome,  Mr.  Streynsham  Master  should  succeed  to  b« 
Agent  at  Fort  St.  George ;  and,  in  the  mean  time,  to  qualify 
him  for  this  rank,  he  was  to  be  stationed  at  Masulipa- 
tam,  at  which  he  was  to  act  as  Agent  and  Supervisor  :^^he 
was  next  to  proceed  to  Bengal,  and,  under  a  special  com- 
mission, empowered  to  introduce  the  new  system  of  admi- 
nistration at  Hughly,  and  its  dependencies,  and  to  establish 
the  subordination  of  both,  to  the  Agent  and  Council  of  Fort  St. 
George:^ — on  his  return  he  was  to  act  as  second  at  the  Fort, 
till  Sir  William  Langhome's  term  should  expire ;  the  general 
object  of  the  Court,  in  this  arrangement,  being  to  settle 
a  system  of  Government,  on  such  a  basis  as  would  enable 

them. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


BAST-INDIA     COMPANY.  379 

thetny  in  thdr  future  iiistructionsy  to  issue  positive  and  pre-    chaf.il 
dse  wdcrs.  167^  -  76* 

The  equipments  consigned  to  Fort  St.  George,  this  sea-  Equipments 
son,   consisted  of  five  ships,   or  two  thousand  one  hundred  ^eCoroman- 

^  '  del  Coast  and 

and  forty  tons,  and  the  stock,  in  bullion  and  goods,  was  Bengal. 
estimated  at  ^235,000,  of  which  the  appropriations  were, — 
^15,000  in  goods,  and  ^105,000  in  bullion,  for  Fort  St. 
George;  ^30,000  m  bullion,  and  ^23,000  in  goods,  for 
Masulipatam ;  and  ^67^000  in  bullion,  for  the  Bay  of  Ben- 
gal:— it  was  farther  required,  that  the  Europe  goods  sent 
to  Madras  should  be  disposed  of,  at  such  rates,  as  would 
have  the  effect  of  diminishing  the  price  of  Coast  goods 
intended  for  Surat  or  for  Europe,  and  that  a  preference 
should  be  given  to  the  cloths  obtained  at  Masulipatam, 
which  were  in  request  at  the  home  sales ;  but  the  jsmall  pro- 
portion of  Coast  cloths  intended  for  Bantam,  should  be  of 
the  kinds  in  demand  at  that  port.  <^) 

The  orders  to  Bengal,  in  1675-76,  were  in  substance : 
— ^that  the  Factors  were  to  form  a  collection  of  the  Phir- 
maunds  under  which  they  had  engoyed  privileges  of  trade; — 
that  they  were  to  establish  the  same  gradations  of  rank 
among  their  servants,  as  at  Fort  St  George  and  Surat;  and 
that  they  were  to  draw  on  the  Court  for  ^20,000,  in  addition  to 

3  C  2  the 

(1)— Letters  from  the  Court  to  the  Agent  and  Council  at  Fort  St.   George,   17th 

August,  and  24th  December  1675. Commission  and  Instructions  to  Mr.  Streynsham 

Master,  l6th  December  1675* 
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CHAP^.   tbe  stock  allotted  to  them^  for  the  purpose  of  completing  tlie 
1675-7^-  investment  of  this  season^  and  to  provide  and  have  in  store, 

goods  for  the  next  year/*> 
Equipmentg  On  compciring  the  orders  to  Bantam  in  1674-75,  with  the 

Banum,  and  instructions  in  1675-76,  it  appears,  (notwithstanding  the  infor- 
to  extend  the  matiou  from  this  Agency,  from  Fort  St.  George  and  from 
quinandiyl  Surat,)  that  the  Court  continued  to  consider  Bantam,  next  to 
possible,  to    Surat,  to  be  the  most  profitable  seat  of  their  trade : — ^this  opi- 

Japan* 

nion  may  be  inferred  from  the  shipping  and  stock,  consigned 
to  this  station,  the  former  amounting  to  2,450  tons,  and  the 
latter  estimated  at  ^58,000; — ^with  this  tonnage  and  stock, 
the  Court  intended  to  push  a  commercial  speculation  in 
the  southern  quarter  of  their  limits,  for  they  appointed  Agents 
and  Councils  for  Tywan  and  Tonquin,  and,  catching  at  some 
slight  advances  made  by  the  King  of  Formosa,  ordered 
negotiations  to  be  opened  with  this  Chief,  with  the  object  of 
again  making  an  experiment  for  trade  at  Japan : — ^in  this  pro- 
ject, the  Court  were  rather  influenced  by  the  profits  which 
they  expected  from  exchanges  of  Japan  gold,  silver,  and 
copper,  for  Coast  and  Surat  produce,  than  by  the  facts  and 
circumstances  so  ably  detailed  to  them,  in  the  report  of  Mr. 
Delboe. 

The  trade  which  the  King  of  Bantam  had  opened,  on  his 

own 

(1)— Letter  from  the  Court  to  the  Agent  and  Factors  at  Hughly,  24th  December 

1975. 
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own  account  with  the  Coast^  Surat,  and  the  Gulf  of  Persia,    chap.  ir. 
the  Court  ordered  to  be  discouraged,  by  every  possible  expedient ;  1675  -  76. 
in  particular,  by  prohibiting  English  subjects  from  navigating 
his  ships,  and  their  civil  servants  from  assisting  in  the  manage- 
ment of  this  traffic,  which  could  only  tend  to  cripple  the  exer- 
tions of  the  Company,  in  receiving  those  returns  which  they  had 
reas(«  to  expect,  from  the  large  tonnage  and  stock  consigned 
to  this  Agency.     On  the  subject  of  the  investment,  it  was 
required  that  it  might  consist  chiefly  in  pepper  and  ginger,  of 
which  articles,  a  sufficient  quantity  was  to  be  kept  in  store  for 
the  fleet  of  the  following  year ;   or   three  thousand   tons   of 
pepper,  and  fifteen  hundred  jars  of  ginger. 

The  rank  of  the  civil  servants  at  Bantam,  was  placed  on 
the  same  principle  of  seniority,  as  at  the  other  settlements ; — 
a  report  was  annually  to  be  made  on  all  transactions  at  this 
Agency,  and  subordinate  stations,  and  transmitted  to  the  Court, 
to  enable  them  to  judge  of  the  instructions  required,  for  this 
branch  of  their  foreign  trade.<^> 


The  foreign  events,  afiecting  Surat,  in  1674-75,  or  the  Trade  atsa- 

ratdepressedj 

treaty  with  Sevagee,  and  the  absence  of  Aurungzebe  and  his  from  the 

wars  of  Seva« 

armies,  8®®»  ^°^  *^® 

opposition  of 
the  Dutch. 

(1)— Letten  from  the  Coort  to  the  Agent  and  Council  at  Bantam^  6th  November 
1675,  29th  February  ld75'70,  and  10th  May  1676. 
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^^L3'  ^^^^^^^5  ^^  *^^  w^  against  the  Patans^  it  might  have  been 
1675-76.  expected,  would  have  enabled  President  Aungier  to  ex-^ 
tend  the  Company's  trade;  but  circumstances  rendered  it 
impracticable  to  realize  his  well-concerted  plans  : — Seva* 
gee  still  continued  in  the  fields  and  was  threatening  Surat, 
and  the  Mogul  armies  had  not  returned,  to  protect  that 
city,  or  the  district  in  which  it  was  situated;  the  coun« 
tries,  also,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  ports,  on  the  Malabar  Coast^ 
at  which  the  Company  had  Factories^  were,  at  the  same  time^ 
exposed  to  devastations,  by  the  detachments  of  Sevagee's  army, 
employed  in  overawing  the  petty  Chiefs,  and  though  the 
Rajahs,  or  Chiefs  of  the  districts,  near  Camapoly  and  Porcat, 
had  offered  to  furnish  several  hundred  tons  of  pepper  for  the 
Company's  investment,it  was  on  condition  of  a  force  being  seat 
to  support  them  against  the  violence  (^  the  Dutch. 

Under  circumstances  so  unfavourable  to  trade,  it  was  with 
much  difficulty,  notwithstanding  the  large  stock  s^it  from  Eu- 
rope, that  the  President  and  Council  of  Surat  could  provide 
cargoes  for  the  four  ships  which  had  arrived  from  England ; — 
the  proportion  of  pepper  and  cloths,  expected  from  Carwar, 
could  not  be  received,  because  the  neighbouring  districts  had 
been  laid  waste  by  a  body  of  Sevagee's  troops : — the  Factors 
at  Calicut  had  been  obstructed  in  the  purchase  of  those 
articles  by  the  Dutch ;  and  the  rainy  season  had  prevented  the 
arrival  of  the  caravans,  which  brought  the  indigo,  and  other 
goods,  from  Agra:    causes  which  had  obliged  the  President 

and 
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pXkd  Council'  to  fill  up  the  tonnage  with  such  articles  as  they  ^^^^[f^- 
could  draw  from  Ahmedabad  and  Cambaya,  or  purchase  from  1675  -7^. 
the  Dutch,  at  advanced  prices.  This  unfavourable  state  of 
the  Indian  market  was  also  rendered  worse,  by  competi- 
tions in  the  sale  of  Europe  produce,  occasioned  by  the  arrival 
of  three  ships  of  the  French  Company,  and  four  Dutch  ships, 
the  cargoes  of  which  had  brought  the  prices  lower  than  prime 
cost; 

On  reviewing  these  circumstances.  President  Aungier,  president 
tmd  the  Council  of  Surat,  framed  a  report  on  the  state  of  the  port  oq  the 

trade  at  Surat 

Compan/s  trade,  in  the  countries,  and  at  the  ports,  more  im-  anditsdepcn* 

deacief  • 

mediately  imder  their  administration,  which,  in  substance, 
stated; — ^that  it  was  impossible  not  to  divide  the  Company's 
stoek  into  small  portions,  because  the  goods  were  to  be  col- 
lected from  various  points ; — that  it  was  not  less  impossible  to 
derive  profit^  to  the  amount  expected  by  the  Court,  from  the 
sale  of  Europe  goods ;— r-that  it  was  with  the  greatest  difficulty, 
money  could  be  borrowed,  from  the  convulsed  state  of  the  coun- 
try having  almost  ruined  the  trade  of  the  native  merchants ; 
and,  therefore,  that  commerce  had  declined,  from  causes  which 
could  not  be  controlled  by  the  Directors  at  home,  or  by  their 
servants  abroad : — ^to  obviate  these  evils,  therie  appeared  to  be 
one  practicable  remedy,  only ;  or  the  reducing  the  tonnage,  or 
exports  and  imports,  for  a  few  years,  till  the  goods  in  the 
warehouses,  both  at  Surat  and  in  England,  could  be  sold  oiF: 
this  would  have  the  effect  of  reviving  demands  for  Europe 

goods, 
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^!^^li3*  goods,  and  of  lowering  the  prices  of  Indian  produce,  and 
1675-76.  would  bring  back  the  trade  to  the  principle  of  quick  exchanges, 
upon  which  all  commercial  profits  must  rest: — ^this  opinion 
was  illustrated,  bjr  a  comparison  of  the  rates  of  purchases, 
at  Surat,  on  the  Coromandel  Coast,  and  at  Bantam: — at 
Surat,  the  Dutch,  French,  Danes,  Armenians,  and  Arabians, 
participated  in  the  trade ;  on  the  Coromandel  Coast,  and  at 
Bantam,  though  the  weight  of  the  Dutch  influence,  and  the! 
amount  of  their  funds,  gave  them  a  preponderance,  the  Com- 
pany, particularly  on  the  Coromandel  Coast,  had  a  less  divided 
share  in  the  market. 

From  these  causes,  the  investment,  this  season,  was  less 
considerable  than  the  Court  might  have  expected ;  but  the 
utmost  exertions  would  be  used,  at  Surat  and  at  its  dependen- 
cies, to  provide  a  fuller  investment  for  the  subsequent  year.<^> 
Ueportonthe  The  Unsettled  state  of  the    government   in  the  Island 

civil  and  roili-      n     -n  ••■▼%• 

taryadminis-  of   BoMBAY   had,    for   almost    three    years,    obliged   Presi- 

tration  re- 
quired for      dent  Aungier  to  reside  on  that  Island,  and  to  leave  the  manage- 
Bombay.  ^ 

ment  of  the  Company's  interests  at  Surat,  to  the  CounciL     On 

his  return  to  Surat,  in  September  1675,  the  instructions  which 

he  framed,  and  left  with  the  Deputy  Governor  an^i  his  Council, 

afford  a  distinct  view  of  the  situation  of  afiairs  at  Bombay, 

After  the  President  had  suppressed  the  mutiny,    an^  intro- 

Nduced 

(I)— Letters  from  the  President  and  Council  at  Surat  to  the  Court,  lOtli  and  W^^^ 
October,  17th  November,  and  6th  December^  I675,  and  17th  and  26ih  January,  ^"^ 
2d  February  10^5-76.  \ 
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jduced  re^lajity  into  the  administration^  he  placed  before  chap.ij. 
the  Court  an  account  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Island,  1675  -76. 
consisting  of  the  following  classes; — ^the  English  garrison 
and  settlers ;  the  Portuguese,  who  had  remained  after  the 
cession;  and  a  mixed  assemblage  of  Hindoo,  Mahomedan, 
and  Parsee  inhabitants  ; — ^he  next  took  a  view  of  the  great  ob- 
ject of  the  Ck>mpany,  or  the  rendering  Bombay  an  emporium  of 
trade,  and  recommended,  that  the  regulations  which  had  been 
established  for  the  garrison  and  for  the  English  settlers; 
should  be  the  general  rule  of  the  government;  but,  as  it 
would  be  difficult  to  reduce  the  mixed  classes  of  the  other  in- 
habitants under  these  regulations,  it  would  be  proper  to  form 
them  into  something  like  the  English  incorporations,  and  to 
direct  them  to  elect  five  persons,  who  were  to  become  their 
representatives,  to  hear  and  prepare  their  diffisrent  claims  for 
the  consideration  of  the  Governor  and  Council ;  and  these  per- 
sons iD  be  responsible  for  all  tumults,  or  disorderly  conduct, 
pf  the  classes  of  inhabitants  whom  they  represented : — ^by  this 
expedient.  President  Aungier  trusted,  that  a  general  confi- 
dence would  be  created  in  the  Company's  government.  With 
the  object  of  encouraging  the  trade  of  the  Island,  he  re- 
commended that  forbearance  and  moderation  should  be  ob- 
served, in  levying  the  duties  of  customs,  rents,  licences,  &c., 
but  calculated,  that  the  revenue  would  amount  to  107,000 
xeraphins  per  annum : — ^he,*also,  recommended,  that  while  the 
most  firm  conduct  was  required,  in  resisting  the  obstructions  of 
VOL.  II.  3D  the 
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CHAP.  IL  the  Portuguese^  at  Tannah  and  Canuijahy  and  in  keeping  at 
1675-7^*  a  distance  the  fleets  of  theSiddee  and  of  Sevagee^  die  strictest 
discipline  should  be  observed  in  the  garrison^  to  prevent  any 
disputes  between  them  and  the  inhabitants*  Captain  Longford 
having  died  in  this  season.  President  Anngier  proposed,  that 
one  of  the  companies  of  infantry  should  be  denominated  die 
Governor's,  and  the  other  the  Deputy  Governor's  companies, 
and  the  command  of  them  given  to  lieutenants,  for  the  purpose 
of  saving  the  pay  of  two  captains : — and  submitted,  ihe  ne^ 
cessity  of  giving  up  the  practice  of  sending  Serjeants  from 
England,  because  k  cut  off  the  prospect  of  promotion  to  the 
corporals,  and  well-behaved  privates*  <^> 
Measures  for  It  had  beeQ  a  subject  of  discussion  between  the  C!ourt 

reviving  the  j      r       t»       . 

Persian  trade,  and  the  Presidency  of  Surat,  for  several  years,  whether  die 
trade  with  Pebsia  could  be  most  eflfectually  revived^  by  die 
employment  of  force,  or  by  treaty ;  and^  in  the  transactions  of 
the  Court  this  season,  we  found  diat  two  of  the  ships  consigned 
to  Surat  had  been  armed  for  service  in  die  Pendan  Gulf, 
and  had  taken  in  goods  suited  to  that  market  ;-^he  Presi- 
dency, therefore,  took  into  consideration  the  esqpedieticy  of 

adopting 

(1)— Letters  frotn  the  President  and  Coancil  of  Sarat  to  the  Governor  and  Council  at 
Bombay^  15th  and  28th  June  1675. Letter  from  the  Governor  and  Councii  at  Bom- 
bay to  the  President  and  CouncU  at  Surat,  4th  June  l67^«*— — <  JjMtractkOBfiom  I^eridenl 
Anngier  to  the  Deputy  Governor  and  Coancil  at  Bombay,  28th  September  1675.    (VoL 

xxxi.  No.  2958). Letters  from  the  Deputy  Governor  and  Council  at  Bombay  to  the 

Court,  26th  November  1675,  and  8th  January  l675-7<^. ' 
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adopdng  either  forcible  or  pacific  measures;  and  rq^rted  to  chap.O. 
the  Courts  that  the  pn^riety  of  hostilities  rested  on  the  kind  167^*7^* 
of  warfare  which  was  practicable^  and  on  that  warfare  being 
in  the  name  ci  the  King,  not  in  that  of  the  C<Hnpany  ;~4haf 
hostilities  could  consist  only  in  the  blockade  of  the  Persian  ports^ 
particularly  Gombroon,  the  Company  not  being  provided  with 
any  military  force  to  make  an  impressimi  on  shore  ;-"^at, 
eren  this  limited  warf^Dre,  must  be  proceeded  in  with  caution, 
to  avoid  giving  ofibice  to  tibe  Mogul  and  to  his  sut^ts,  or  ad'^ 
vantage  being  taken  of  it  by  the  Portuguese,  who  w^^  uniformly 
obstructing  the  English  trade,  or  by  the  Dulxli,  who  would 
prosecute  the  trade  to  Gombroon,  and  endeavour  to  aagross  it; 
-~4;hat  the  other  expedient,  of  treaty,  might  be  attempted, 
upon  die  principle  of  recovering  the  moi^y  c^  the  customs 
at  Gombroon,  or  by  proposing  to  the  King  of  Persia, 
either  that  he  should  allow  three  thousand  tomands,  or 
^9,000  sterling,  per  annum,  in  lieu  theneof ;  (in  which  case, 
the  Company's  ships  were  to  be  subjected,  as  weU  as  others,  to 
the  port  duties ;)  or  that  the  customs  on  all  goods  belonging  to, 
or  freighted  by  the  English,  should  be  wholly  appropriated  to  the 
Company  :— *4he  Fk^dency  having  these  views,  recommended 
to  the  Court  the  attempt  at  negotiation,  rather  tban  hostilities ; 
and  preferred  the  first  alternative,  or  the  annual  receipt  of 
three  thousand  tomands,  which  would  be  a  certain  sum  in 
peace  or  war,  to  the  appropriation  of  the  customs,   which, 

3  D  2  though 
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CHAP^.   though  much  more  advantageous  to  the  Company  in  peaces 
1675-76-  would,  in  time  of  war,  he  unproductive.  W 
investmentat  The  Agent  and  Council  at  Fort  St.  George  acknow- 

Fort  St. 

George,  thia  ledged  the  receipt  of  the  large  stock  of  above   ^^00,000, 

season^  con- 

8iderable>  by  the  ships  of  the  season,  and  stated  their  intentions  to 
apply  the  sums,  as  apportioned  by  the  Court,  to  the  difierent 
branches  of  the  investment,  at  the  Fort,  at  M asulipatam,  and  at 
Bengal ;  but  in  the  application  of  this  stock  at  Fort  St.  George, 
an  unforeseen  difficulty  had  arisen,  from  the  actual  situation 
of  the  Government  of  Golcondah,  the  King  of  which 
had  placed  his  whole  confidence  in  two  Bramins,  who 
paid  him  large  sums: — ^the  Agent  and  Coimcil  had  been 
soliciting  a  Phirmaund  for  extending  their  privileges,  but 
had  not  been  able  to  bring  over  these  Bramins  to  their 
views,  and  therefore  rather  preferred  adhering  to  the  old 
Cowl,  which  they  possessed,  than  persevering  in  this  request, 
because  the  Dutch,  at  this  time,  in  return  for  having  ex- 
pelled the  French  from  St.  Thom6,  were  negotiating  to  have 
Pullicat  ceded  to  them,  with  the  same  privileges  as  the 
English  enjoyed  at  Madras. 

The  trade,  in  this  season,  had  been  farther  embarrassed,  by 
the  rebellion  of  the  Polygars,  which  had  prevented  the  mer- 
chants 

(1) — ^Letter  from  the  President  and  Council  of  Surat  to  the  Courts  17th  Januaiy 

1675-76. Letter  from  the  Agent  and  Facton  at  Gombroon  to  the  President  and 

Council  of  Surat>  22d  November  1675. 
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dmnts  from  purdiasing.  cloths,  and  other  produce,  in  the. in-    ^HAP.n. 
land  provinces: — ^an  inTCstment,    however,   had  been  made,  .1675-76. 
to  the  extent  which  the  Comt  had  required,  chiefly  in  long- 
cloths,  and  the  ships  had  been  dispatched  to  Bengal,  to  com- 
plete their  cargoes.  <^) 

The  Company's  afiairs  at  Baktam,  in  this  season,  were  Agency  of 

fiaDtam  re* 

tmrown  into  considerable  confusion,  by  the  disputes  between  commend 

a  trade  with 

Mr.  Dacres,  the  Agent,  and  his  Council,  on  the  subject  of  Amoy,  in 

China. 

promotion  j  the  only  information,  therefore,  which  the  Court 
received,  was,  •  that  the  cargoes  of  three  ships,  which  had 
been  consigned  to  Bantam,  one  from  the  Coast^  one  from  * 
Surat,  and  one  from  Bengal,  must  wait  for  a  market,  which 
would  retard  the  provision  of  an  investment,  and  oblige  the 
Agent  to  borrow  money  at  an  exorbitant  interest,  the  King 
being  the  only  lender,  and  requiring  two  per  cent,  per  month : 
— ^the  Agent,  however,  intimated,  that  the  trade  at  Tywan 
was  assuming  a  more  promising  aspect;  but  that,  though 
skins,  and  other  articles,  fitted  for  the  Japan  market,  might 
be  procured  at  that  port,  and  yield  a  profit  of  nearly  sixty  per 
cent.,  yet  that  the  communication  with  Japan,  by  lywan 
vessels,  was  difiicult,  and  a  direct  trade  impracticable;  on 
which  account,   it  was  iiitended  to  dissohre  the  Factory  at 

Tonquin, 

(D— Letter  from  the  Agent  and  Council  at  Fort  St.  Geofge  to  tbe^  Courts  Ifth  Joly 
to  3d  October  1679. 
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w^!w  *  Tonquin,  as  it  would  be  preferable  to  ftwrm  a  Settlement  at 
16^5 -jr6,  Amoy,  on  the  coast  of  China^  opposite  to  Formosa*  C^> 

(1>- Letter  from  the  Agent  and  Council  at  Bantam  to  the  Preaideaqr  at  Surat,  ]  ith 

August  1675. Letter  from  part  of  the  Council  at  Bantam  to  the  Courts  lOth  January 

1675-76.— —  Letter  from  the  Factors  at  Tjrwan^  in  Formosa^  to  tike  Agent  and  Council 
at  Bantam,  22d  December  1^5. 
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1676-77. 


The  information  which  reached  the  Court  of  Directors,  chap.  ir. 
on  the  state  of  the  war  between  the  Mogul  and  Sevagee,  and  {ffj^Jfj, 
on  the  difficulties  under  which  the  trade  had  been  placed,  in-  ^^J^^^t^t^o 
duced  them  to  recede  firom  the  large  scale  of  commerce,  which  fromVh^ora- 
they  had  adopted  for  several  years,  and  to  revert  to  the  ancient  Jhe'countriei 
system,  of  accommodating  their  commerciai  speculations  to  *°^  ™>n^y- 
the  prices  at  which  the  purchases  for  the  investment  could 
be  eflfected  abroad,   and  to  the  prices,   which  their  imports 
brought  at  the  home  sales : — in  this  way,  they  hoped  to  clear 
their  warehouses  at  Surat,  and  in  England,  and  to  improve 
their  general  credit 

On  this  conlxaoted  plan^  they  ordered  the  President  and 
Council  of  SuRAT  to  purchase  the  most  marketable  goods 
only; — ^to  reduce  the  number  oS  their  servants,  particularly 
at  the  stations  of  Caraapoly  and  Carwar,  and  always  to 
employ  the  smallest  possible  number  of  soldiers,  as  guards  to 
their  houses  of  trade ;  though  the  precarious  circumstances  in 
the  countries  in  which  these  houses  were  i^tuat^,  rradered  a 
small  guard  indispensable. 

The 
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^^J:^;  The  equipments  and  stock  for  the  season  1676-77>  con- 

l&JG-'J'J.  sisted  of  three  ships^  or  fourteen  hundred  and  eighty  tons, 

and  the  estimated  stock  at    ^97^000  only,    of  which  the 

proportion  in  goods  was  ^69,500,  and  in  bullion  ^27,600.<*> 

Charter  ob-  The  measures  adopted,  for  the  Government  of  Bombay, 

tained    frooa    ,      .  ,  . 

'the  King,  for  dunng  this  scasou,    tvere: — ^that    the    charges  were  to  be 

establishing  a 

mint  at  Bora-  abridged,  as  their  amount  had  exceeded  even  that  of  the  im- 

bay. 

proved  revenues ; — ^that  the  aggressions  of  the  Portuguese,  at 
Tannah  and  Caranjah,  having  been  represented  to  the  King 
in  Council,  letters  from  His  Majesty,  on  the  basis  of  the 
resolutions  of  the  Privy  Council,  had  been  trani»nitted  to  the 
Prince  Royal  of  Portugal,  and  to  the  Viceroy  of  Goa,  re- 
quiring forbearance  from  exactions  of  this  description  j  and 
the  Presidency  of  Surat  were  authorized,  by  such  means  as 
they  could  employ,  to  resist  the  payment.of  them : — ^the  King's 
authority  liad  also  been  granted  to  the  Company,  by  His 
Letters  Patent,  dated  5th  October  1676,  (28th  of  Charl^ 
n.),  to  establish  a  mint  at  Bombay,  at  which  they  were 
empowered  to  coin  "  rupees,  pice,  and  budgrooks,"  which 
were  to  pass  current,  not  only  on  the  Island,  but  in  ^  all  the 
dependencies  of  the  Company  in  the  East-Indies.  Forty 
additional  recruits  had  been  .embarked  on  the  ships  of  the 
season,  to  render  the  garrison  efficient.(^) 

After 

<l)— Letters  from  the  Coart  to  the  President  and  Council  of  Surat,  28th  June  and 
25th  August  1676,  and  7th  March  1676*77. 

(2)— Letter  from  the  Court  to  the  President  and  Council  at  Surat,  7th  March 
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After  considering  the  reasons  for  war,  or  negotiation,    chap.  ii. 
with  Persia,  detailed  in  the  Surat  report  of  last  season,  the  1676-77* 

,  Orders  for 

Court  preferred  the  expedient  of  negotiation  to  hostilities ;    and  entering  into 

negotiations 

explained,  that,  under   treaty,    they  would  be  satisfied  with  with  Persia, 

for  recovering 

obtaining  one  thousand  tomands  per  annum,  as  the  moiety  of  the  arrears  of 

customs. 

the  customs  at  Grombroon ;  and,  should  the  Portuguese  con- 
tinue to  refuse  passes  to  the  natiye  junks  going  to  that  port, 
the  Presidency  of  Surat  were  to  refuse  their  passes  to  natiye 
vessels  going  to  the  Portuguese  port  of  Cong,  in  the  Persian 
Gulf,  a  resolution  which  the  Presidency  were  to  intimate  to  the 
Governor  of  Surat.<^> 

The  instructions  to  the  Agency  of  Fort  St.  George  commercial 
proceeded,  in  this  season,  on  the  same  limited  scale  of  trade,  equipments^ 
which  had  been  adopted  for  Surat ;    considerable  difficulty,  Fort  st. ' 
however,  was  experienced,  in  framing  instructions,  from  the 
want  of  information,  or  any  report  from  the  Commissioners 
sent  to  examine  the  state  of   the  Company's  afiairs  at-  M a- 
sulipatam  and  in  Bengal,  and  from  not  being  possessed  of 
the  result  of  the  applications  which  had  been  made  to  the 
VOL.  II.  3  £  King 

1676-77. (Copy).  Letter  from  King  Charles  to  the  Viceroy  of  Goa,  10th  March 

167677.—-  Report  of  the  Lords  of  Trade  on  the  Petition  of  the  East-India  Company^ 
relative  to  Bombay^  23d  February  1676*77.— —  Letters  Patent  granted  to  the  £ast*India 
Company^  for  establishing  a  Mint  at  Bombay^  5th  October  I676,  (erroneoosly  printed 
^^77 y)  —(Printed  Collection  of  Charters,  page  108.) 

(I)— Letter  from  the  Court  to  the  President  and  Council  of  Surat,  7th  March 
1676-77-— '  Letter  from  the  Court  to  the  Agent  and  Factors  at  Gombroon,  7th  March 
1676-77'  Minute  of  Council,  12th  February  1676-77 - 
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CHAP.  II.  King  of  Gcdcondah^  when  he  was  at  Masulipatam^  to  grant 
16J6-77*  to  the  Company  a  new  Phirmaund,  for  explaining  and 
enlarging  their  privileges  of  trade.  Another  difficulty  had 
arisen  from  the  information  which  had  reached  the  Court, 
that  the  Agent  and  Council  had  encouraged  a  Private 
Trade,  carried  on  in  the  name  of  the  King  of  Bantam^ 
which  had  not  only  injured  the  trade  at  that  port,  but 
affected  the  prices  at  the  home  sales,  and  was  positively 
prohibited  in  future.  A  third  difficulty  had  arisen,  from  the 
heavy  charges  which  had  been  incurred  on  the  fortifications  ; 
— ^it  was  therefore  ordered,  in  future,  that  all  plans  of  this 
kind,  accompanied  with  estimates,  should  be  sent  home,  for 
the  consideration  of  the  Court,  and  no  new  buildings  erected, 
without  orders  from  England. 

With  respect  to  the  garrison  of  Fort  St.  George,  it  was 
the  Court's  intentions,  that  it  should  wholly  consist  of  English, 
and,  for  this  purpose,  twenty  recruits  were  to  be  embarked  on 
the  ships  of  this  season ;  the  allowances  to  each  man  to  be  at 
the  rate  of  twenty-one  shillings  per  month,  in  full,  for  provisions 
and  necessaries  of  every  kind ; — and,  though  they  had  formerly 
ordered  the  civil  servants  to  be  trained  to  the  use  of  aa^ms, 
they  now  prohibited  the  removal  of  any  person,  from  a  civil  to  a 
military  situation. 

The  shipping  of  this  season,  consigned  to  Fort  St.  George, 
amounted  only  to  three  sail,  or  sixteen  hundred  tons,  and  the 

stock 
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stock  was  estimated  at  ^176,600,  consisting  of  broad-cloths,  chap.ii. 
and  other  Europe  produce ;  but  chiefly  of  bullion  :— of  this  1676-77- 
stock,  the  proportion  intended  for  the  Fort  and  Masulipatam, 
was  ^11,800  in  goods,  and  ^92,500  in  bullion ;  and  that 
for  Bengal  of  agl7,300  in  goods,  and  ^55,000  in  bullion: 
— ^though  a  considerable  part  of  the  investment  expected  in 
return,  was  to  be  Coromandel  goods,  the  large  amount  of 
stock  sent  to  Bengal  proves,  that  a  valuable  assortment  was 
anticipated  from  that  quarter.  (^> 

The   separate   instructions,  during  this   season,    to  the  ^'J^^jin^'^ 
Agent  at  Hughi-y,  to  whom  so  large  a  stock  had  been  con-  ^J^^.^  I^do^^n 
signed,    with   permission  to  take  up    ^20,000    at  interest,  ^^"^ai. 
were,  in  substance,  to  obtain  saltpetre  of  the  best  kind,  and 
large  quantities   of  taffaties   and  silk,    provided  the   colours 
should    be  more  perfect  than  those  imported  by  the  ships  of 
the  preceding  season.(^> 

Though  the  amount  of  the  tonna^'e  and  stock  had  been  Equipmentt 

°  ^  and  stock  for 

reduced  for  Surat  and  Fort  St.  George,  the  trade  to  Bantam  Bantam  con- 

^  linued  on   a 

was,  in  this  season,  to  be  continued  on  the  former  large  scale,  large  scale. 
notwithstanding  the   unfavourable  accounts   received  of   the 
conduct  of  this   Agency : — ^the  shipping  consisted  of  eight 
sail,  or  three  thousand  one  hundred  and  eighty  tons,  to  be 
dispatched  at  three  successive  periods ;  and  though  the  total 

3  E  2  amount 

(1)— Letters  from  the  Court  to  the  Agent  and  Council  at  Fort  St.  George,  28th  June, 
4th  August,  and  15th  December  l67d. 

(2)— Letter  from  the  Court  to  the  Agent  and  Factors  at  Hughly,  18th  December 

1676. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


396  ANNALS  OF  THE  HONORABLB 

CHAP^.  amount  of  stock  does  not  appear  in  the  letters  of  the  Court, 
167o-77»  as  m  preceduig  years,  it  must  have  been  proportionate  to  the 
purchase  of  pepper,  ganger,  and  other  produce,  to  fill  up  so 
large  a  tonnage  : — ^probably  this  tonnage  was  so  great,  from 
the  accounts  received  of  the  favorable  state  of  trade  at 
Tywan,  and  the  prospect  of  exchanges  at  Amoy,  for  which 
a  part  of  it  was  intended.  The  Court  continued  to  re* 
gret  the  exclusion  from  the  Japan  trade,  but  considered  the 
Factory  at  Tywan  to  be  the  only  inlet  to  it,  and  therefore  di- 
rected, that  every  opportunity  should  be  taken,  to  get  access  to 
Japan,  because  the  gold,  copper,  &c.,  from  that  Empire, 
would  facilitate  the  whole  circuit  of  their  exchanges  from 
Bantam  to  Surat. 
Instructions  A  small  vessel  was  to  be  dispatched  to  Amoy,  which  was 

tend  the  trade  Ordered    to    be  placed    under    the  charge    of   one   of  the 

to  China. 

most  prudent  and  intelligent  of  their  servants,  to  endea- 
vour to  open  a  trade  with  China,  and  to  purchase  flowered 
damasks  and  white  satins,  but  no  taflkties,   and  to  collect  i 

such  information  as  might  enable  the  Court  to  judge  of  the 
expediency  of  settling  a  Factory  at  that  port  : — as  teas  were  | 

beginning  to  be  known   in  Europe,  the  Agent  at  Bantam  I 

was  again  ordered  to  send,  annually,  on  the  Company's  account, 
tea  of  the  best  sort,  to  the  value  of  one  hundred  dollars/^) 
The  instructions  of  the  Court  to  the  Governor  of  St. 

Helena, 

(1)— Letters  from  the  Court  to  the  Agent  and  Council  at  Bomhaj^  ]gth  October 
and  Ijfth  Norember  1676,  7th  February  1676-77,  and  30th  March  1677. 
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Helena^  in  1676-77?  relate  only  to  the  encouragement  to  be    ?^^^^^ 
afibrded  to  the  cultivators  of  the  Island,  and  to  observe  the  1676 -77- 

The  celebra- 

strictest  discipline,  to  prevent  surprize  by  an  enemy.  ted    Haiiej, 

In  this  year,   the  interesting  incident  occurred,   of  the  recommen- 

datioo,      ac- 

King  having  required,  that  the  celebrated  Dr.  Edmund  Hal-  commodated 
ley,  then  a  student  at  Oxford,  should  be  allowed  a  passage  ;«gf  ^  St. 

•^  Mr  o     Helena,    foi 

to  St.  Helena,  on  one  of  the  Company's  ships,  with  *^e  purpose 
permission  to  reside  for  two  years ;  the  Court,  therefore,  tronomicai 
ordered  that  he  should  receive,  not  only  accommodation  in 
the  Governor  or  Deputy  Governor's  house,  but  every  as- 
sistance from  the  naval  commanders,  that  he  might  be  enabled 
to  complete  his  observations,  for  perfecting  the  knowledge  of 
astronomy,  and  of  the  useful  arts  dependent  on  it<*> 


The  foreign  advices  from  the  Presidency  of  SuBAT,  during  Surat   again 

menaced  by 
the   season   1676-77^   though  they  communicated  events  of  Seragee. 

great  political  importance,  were  discouraging  to  the  Company's 

trade.      The  conquests   of    Sevagee  had   continued    in  the 

country  bordering  on  Surat,  and  had  not  been  resisted  by  the 

Mogul,  whose  attention,  at  this  time,  was  fixed  on  the  war 

against  the  Patans.     Sevagee  had  taken  the  castle  of  Pindolee, 

within  three  days  march  of  Surat,  and  was  in  a  situation  to 

menace 

(1)— Letter  from  tbe  Court  to  the  Govemorof  the  Idand  of  St*  Helena^  37tb  October 
1676. 
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OHAPji.  menace  that  city,  from  which  he  had  demanded  a  contribution 
1676- 77'  of  nine  lacks  of  rupees,  and  the  quarter  part  of  the  revenue, 
declaring,  that  unless  payment  should  be  made,  he  would 
plunder  and .  destroy  the  town : — the  Governor  could  only 
endeavour  to  put  the  castle  in  a  state  of  defence,  and  the 
President  and  Council  were  apprehensive,  that  the  Company's 
stores  might  be  lost : — ^the  sudden  coming  on  of  the  rainy 
season  prevented  these  calamities,  but  the  dread  of  them 
materially  checked  all  commercial  proceedings. 
Trade  at  Su-  Another  event,  equally  prejudicial  to  trade,  and  destruc- 

rat   lowered,  ^       :i         v  *     ^ 

by  thedepre-  tivc  of  the  value  of  the  Company's  export  of  bullion,  was  the 

ciation  ot 

bullion;  £ulure  of  the  resources  of  the  Mogul  : — ^by  his  wars  in  the 
Decan,  and  against  the  Patans,  Aurungzebe  had  exhausted 
his  treasury,  and  all  expedients  had  failed,  by  which  money, 
for  the  payment  of  his  troops,  could  be  raised : — this 
obliged  him  to  open  the  secret  treasures  of  the  great  Acbar, 
hitherto  deemed  sacred; — the  quantity  of  gold  and  silver 
found  in  this  deposit,  if  it  served  to  pay  the  army,  lowered  the 
price  of  the  precious  metals  so  considerably,  that  the  bullion 
received  from  Europe  could  not  be  disposed  of,  but  at  a  great 
loss  ;  nor  could  any  price  be  obtained  for  Europe  articles,  which 
therefore,  were  sold  under  prime  cost. — President  Aungier, 
in  this  emergency,  recommended,  that  tin,  coral,  red-lead, 
different  kinds  of  cloth,  naval  stores,  and  iron,  might  not  be 
sent  from  Europe,  till  he  could  inform  the  Court,  that  the 
price  for  those  articles  had  recovered  its  level. 

A  third 


Digitized  by 


Google 


EAST-INBIA     COMPANY.  399 

A  third  event,  though  of  an  inferior  kind,  had  been  pre-    c^AP.jtr: 
judicial  to  trade  : — -the  petty  Rajahs,  or  Chiefs,  on  the  Malabar  1676-77- 

—and    from 

Coast,  particularly  those  at  Carwar  and  Calicut,  had,  from  their  the  revolts  of 

...  .  .  the  petty  Ra- 

necessities,  levied  contributions  from  the  different  Factories;  and  jahs  on  the 

Malabar 

as  the  Agents,  or  the  Presidency,  could  only  remonstrate  and  Coast, 
protest  against  this  conduct,  these  feeble  means,  (from  never 
having  been  followed  up  by  hostilities,  as  had  been  the  prac- 
tice with  the  Dutch),  were  disregarded,  and  the  Natives  had- 
gradually  lost  all  respect  for  the  English  nation. 

In  this  situation,  the  Presidency  submitted  to  the  con-- 
sideratibn  of  the  Court,  that  two  frigates  should  be  employed 
on  Ae  Malabar  Coast,  to  enforce  the  observation  of  treaties* 
and  grants,  but  under  assurances,  that  they  should  not  act, 
except  by  order  of  the  President.  On  consultation,  it  was  also- 
agreed,  to  withdraw  the  Factory  from  Rajahpore,  because  it  had- 
beeir  exposed  to  extortions  by  Sevagee,  though  he  had  sent  Sam« 
bagee,  his  son,  to  it,  with  promises  of  redress  and  protection  : 
— ^these  outrages  of  the  Native  Chiefs,  it  was  apprehended, 
had  been  instigated  by  the  Dutch,  who  continued  to  prosecute 
their  scheme  of  engrossing  the  whole  of  the  pepper  trade. 

The  trade,    in   the  last  place,  had  been   depressed,    by.' 
the  loss  of  the   sums  which  had  formerly  been  drawn  from* 
the  freight  of  the  Company's  ships,  during  the  interval  be- 
tween  their  landing  the  Europe  cargo,  and  taking  in  their 
investment,  this  source  of  gain  having  been  engrossed  by  the^ 
country    vessels,    belonging    to  private    merchants;    and  to* 

ascertain^ 
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CHAP.n.  ascertain  the  amount ^  President  Aungier  recommended  that 
1676-77-  a  Notary  might  be  appointed,  Co  keep  a  register  of  Private- 
trade. 

Several  of  the  most  valuable  servants  of  the  Presidency, 
particularly  Mr.  Gray,  the  Deputy  President,  (who  was  to 
have  succeeded  Mr.  Aungier,)  and  Mr.  GyflTord,  the  Deputy 
Governor  of  Bombay,  died  this  season ;  and  the  President 
himself,  worn  out  with  fatigue,  solicited  permission  to 
return  to  England,  as  soon  as  a  person,  properly  qualified^ 
should  be  appointed  to  succeed  him.(^> 

The. measures,  in  this  season,  regarding  the  administra- 
tion of  Bombay  were, — ^that  the  duties  had  been  farmed,  as 
the  most  profitable  expedient,  and  that  excise  taxes  on  pro- 
vbions  had  been  established,  on  the  same  principle  as  prac- 
tbed  by  the  Dutch  at  Batavia;  by  which  the  amount  of 
the  revenues  had  been  encreased,  and  this  system  was  to 
be  followed  up,  as  far  as  the  circumstances  of  the  Island 
would  permit : — ^that  the  works  on  the  fortifications  had  been 
limited  to  perfecting  the  sea-bastions  and  hornworks,  which 
would  have  occupied  the  attention  of  Mr.  Bake,  the  Engineer, 
for  years ;  but  his  sudden  death,  and  the  difficulty  of  finding 
a  person  qualified  to  succeed  him,  had  checked  this  undar- 
taking : — ^that  the  charges  for  the  mfantry  had  been  brought 
as  low  as   practicable;    and    as    the   German   recruits    had 

behaved 


Additional 
civil  and  mi- 
litary ar- 
rangements 
adopted  for 
Bombay. 


(1)— Letters  from  the  Presidency  of  Surat  to  the  Court,  22d  September  1 676,  and 
?2d  Jannary  and  istb  Febmary  1676-77 * 
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behaved  with  sobriety  and  regularity,  it  was  recommended  chap.ii., 
to  the  Court,  that  a  proportion  of  them,  being  Proteistants,  1676-77- 
should  annually  be  embarked  .The  fatigue  of  marching  in- 
fantry, in  a  hot  climate,  having  cut  off  numbers,  it  was  re* 
solved  to  raise  a  small  troop  of  horse,  and  to  give  the  com* 
mand  of  it  to  Captain  Keigwin,  the  former  Grovernor  of  St 
Helena : — ^it  was  also  in  contemplation,  to  establish  a  militia, 
for  the  better  defence  of  the  Island ;  but  it  would  require 
time,  and  much  prudence,  to  reconcile  the  inhabitants  to 
this  institution.  <^>  In  the  course  of  the  season,  however, 
this  expedient  had  been  tried,  and  six  hundred  men  embodied, 
the  charges  of  which  would  be  defirayed  by  about  one 
hundred  of  the  principal  land-owners  on  the  Island.  (^) 

Two  armed  ships  had  been  sent  to  protect  the  trade  in 
the  Persian  Gulf,  and  at  the  port  of  Gombroon  ;  it  being  ex* 
plained  to  the  King  of  Persia,  that  the  Company's  right  to  the 
customs  had  been  granted  for  their  former  services  at  Ormus, 
and  that  the  charges  of  those  ships  must  be  paid,  in  addition  to 
the  amount  of  customs  then  due,  otherwise  the  protection  of 
the  port,  by  the  English,  would  be  withdrawn : — ^any  refusal 
of  this  demand,  on  the  part  of  the  King  of  Persia,  would  be 
considered  as  equivalent  to  a  declaration  of  hostilities.  <^> 
VOL.  II.  3  P  The 

(1)— Letter  from  the  Pyesidtncy  of  Sant  to  the  Court>  22d  and  23d  January 
1676-77. 

(2) — Letters  from  the  Deputy  Goyernor  and  Council  at  Bombay  to  the  Court,  24th 
Januaiy  and  19th  March  1676-77. 

<3)— Letter  from  the  Presidency  of  Sural  to  the  Court,  23d  September  1676. 
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^J^^'^;  The  events  afiecting  the  trade  at  Fort  St.  George, 

1676-77.  during    the    season    1676-775  .  were    political,    rather    than 

Affairs  at 

Madras  cm-    commercial.     The  wars  in  Visiapore  and  Golcondah.  between 

barrassed,  by 

*^®  fooq«««t  Sevagee and  the  Mogul,  had  continued: — Sevagee  had  made 
&c.  by  Se-     an  unexpected  irruption  into  the  Carnatic,  and  got  possession 
of  Gingee  and  of.  Vellore:    these  conquests  were,    at  first, 
considered  to  be  temporar]r>  only,  and  made  for  the  purpose 
of. levying  tribute,  or  plunder;    but,  in  fact,  they  w«re  in- 
tended to  be  permanent,  and  to  become  a  part  of  his  domi- 
nions, with  the  force  of  which  (having  established  a  Hindoo 
Rajah  in  Tanjore)  he  hoped  to  keep  in  check  the  conquests  of 
Aurungzebe  in  the  Decan  ; — the  Agent  and  Council  of  Fort  St 
George,  therefore,  found  it  expedient  to  apply  for  the  good 
offices  of  Sevagee,  and  to  strengthen  the  Fort  and  garrison, 
that  it  might  be  in  a  situation  to  resist  any  attack  which  might 
be  made  on  it,  by  any  of  the  contending  powers  who  might 
become  predominant. 

These  political  events,  fortunately  coincided  with,  the 
narrower  scale  of  equipments  and  trade  which  the  Company  had 
adopted,  and  explain  the  measures  of  the  Agent  and  Council, 
in  appropriating  the  stocky  and  employii^  the  shipping  which 
had  come  from  England,  to  carry  the  views  of  the  Court  into 
effect,  to  obtain  a  Phirmaund  for  trade  in  Bengal,  and  to 
purchase  the  articles  for  the  investment,  chiefly  at  M asulipa- 
tam : — ^it  was,  however,  found  necessary,  to  send  one  of  the 
ships  from  the  Coast  to  Bantam,  it  being  impossible,  from 

the 
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the  convulsed  state  of  the  provinces  in  the  vicinity  t)f  the  Fort,    ?^^^l 
to  fill  lip  the  tonnage  with  Coast  goods.<^>  1676-77- 

The  dissentions  between  the  Agent  and  Council  at  Fort  Mr.  strewn- 
St  Greorge^  and  the  Agent  at  Masulipatam^    had  involved  ter*8  report 

^      on  the  trade 

the  Factory  at  Hughly^  and  its  subordinate  branches, .  in  of  Bengal. 
difficulties,  which  obstructed  the  Company's  trade  to  and  from 
Bengal; — and  as  the  Court  had  appointed  Mr.  Streynsham 
Master,  and  other  commissioners,  to  proceed  to  Bengal, 
as  supervisors,  their  report  forms  authentic  information  of 
this  branch  of  the  trade.  After  detailing  the  irregularities 
which  had  prevailed  at  Hughly,  Mr.  Master  stated  to  the 
Court,  that  he  had  new  modelled  the  consultations,  and 
assigned  particular  duties  to  the  Agent,  to  each  of  the  Mem- 
bers of  the  Council,  and  to  the  subordinate  Factors ;  and  that 
regular  records  were  to  be  made  of  the  whole  of  the  proceed- 
ing, to  be  sent  first  to  Fort  St  George,  and  subsequently  to 
England,  and,  with  them,  translations  of  all  Phirmaunds  and 
grants  for  trade.^*^ 

The  project  of  the   Court,    in  sending   a  considerable  ^^?' 
Jeet  and  stock  to  Bantam,  and  their  resolution  to  continue  **>«««a^e"^ 

'  part  of  the 

the  trade,    in  this  part  of  their  limits,    on   a  large  scale,  ^"i^^^* 
was  overset,  by  one  of  those  unforeseen  events,  which*  at  ^*^*??*°l*' 

■'  ^  '  aacred  by  tne 

3  F  2  times,  ^^^^^ 

(1)— Letten  from  the  Agent  and  Council  at  Fort  St.  George  to  the  Court,  17th 
Febmary  1676-77,  and  19th  June  l677* 

(2) — Consaltatioas  at  Cossimbozar,  for  establishing  Re|;ulationt  in  the  Bay  of  Ben* 
gal«  November  IG76.    (Vol.  xxxii.  No.  3048). 
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CHAP.  IL  times^  occur  in  remote  countries,  governed  by  chiefs  acting 
1676-77- without  a  regular  system  of  government  or  laws; — ^Mr. 
White^  the  Company's  Agent,  his  Second,  and  the  principal 
servants  of  the  Agency,  having  gcme  up  the  river  of  Bantam, 
in  April  1677>  in  their  prows,  were  attacked  by  a  number 
of  Javanese  assassins,  who  had  cmicealed  themselves  in  the 
water,  and  suddenly  sprung  upon  each  prow,  as  it  advanced, 
and  stabbed  the  English  gentlemen,  one  after  another,  with 
their  lances  :-~the  Factory,  thus,  with  the  few  which 
escaped,  was  left  in  a  situation  which  rendered  it  impracti*' 
cable  to  discharge  their  duties,  or  to  convey  to  the  Court 
an  account  of  the  actual  state  of  their  «ffidrs.  The  Sultan, 
and  his  sons,  either  were  ign<»rant  of  this  attack,  or  a&cted 
to  be  so,  but,  promised  that  punishment  should  be  inflicted  on 
the  aggressors,  promises  with  which  the  survivors  were  obl^ed 
to  be  satisfied,  and  to  report  their  situation  to  the  Agency  of 
Fort  St  George,  and  to  the  Court/^> 

(1)— Letter  from  Bantam,  I  ith  May  X677,  wtth  an  acopont  of  tbe  murder  of  Agent 
White,  &c.  (Vol.  xxxiii^  No.  3075.) 
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As  the  pacific  relations  between  England  and  the  Maritime   crap.  it. 
Powers  in  Europe^  in  the  season  1677-78,  continued  to  be  1677-78, 
uninterrupted^  the  measures  adopted  by  the  East-^India  Com-  Sj^ew  g?vS 
pany  arose  entirely   from   the   information  which  they  had  Ju^^cJ^i 
receired,  on  the  political  and  commercial  circumstances  of  f^uecLM^^/ 
their  Foreign  Settlements  and  trade.  ictionslTh' 

Taking,  in  the  first  place,  into  consideration,  the  reports  po^w/^^ 
from  the  Pr^idency  g£  Subat,  and  the  stations  on  the  Mala- 
bar C!oast  subordinate  to  it,  on  the  violence  and  duplicity  of 
the  Native  Powers,  the  Court  recommended  temporizing  ex- 
pedients to  their  servants,  as  the  rule  of  their  proceedings  with 
the  Mogul,  with  Sevagee,  and  with  the  petty  Rajahs,  to  in- 
duce them  to  comply  with  the  conditions  in  the  Phirmaunds, 
which  the  Company  had  purchaaed,  or  in  the  grants  which 
they  had  acquired;  and  to  endeavour,  by  their  conduct,  to 
impress  the  Natives  with  an  opinion  of  the  probity  of  the 
English,  in  all  commercial  dealings ;  but,  at  the  same  time, 
they  gave  to  President  Aungi^  and  his  Council,  discretionary 
powers,  tQ  employ  armed  vessels,  to  enfwpe  the  observation 
of  treaties  and  grants  ;-^— in  this  way,  the  Court  shifted  from 
themselves,  the  responsibility  of  commencing  hostiUtiles,  that 

they 
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CHAP,  ir.  they  might  be  able,  in  any  questions  which  might  arise  between 
1677*78-  the  King  and  the  Company,   to  refer  such  hostilities  to  the 
errors  of  their  servants. 

The  same  cautious  policy  was  adopted  in  the  instructions 
to  President  Aungier  and  the  Council  of  Surat,  for  their  con- 
duct with  the  Native  Powers,  both  in  respect  to  rights  and 
trade ; — ^they  were  to  continue  the  Factories  on  the  Malabar 
Coast,  but  only  to  station  at  them  a  small  military  guard, 
that  this  force  might  not  excite  jealousy  in  the  Native  Princes, 
or  alarm  in  their  European  rivals ; — ^they  were  to  avoid  fixing 
Factories  in  inland  stations,  because  this  would  be  chargeable^ 
and  only  to  send  one  or  more  of  their  servants  to  them,  in  the 
capacity  of  merchants,  either  to  purchase  cloths  on  the  Surat 
side  of  India,  or  indigo,  &c.,  at  Agra,  and  the  interior  pro- 
vinces : — ^Mr.  Rolt,  who  had  been  Chief  at  Gombroon,  was 
appointed  to  succeed  Mr.  Aungier,  on  his  resignation,  or 
departure  for  Europe. 
Equipments  A  similar  scale  of  equipments  and  stock  for  Surat,  under 

fiJJrat.  these  instructions,  was  adopted,  as  in  the  preceding  year  : — 

the  equipments  consisted  of  three  ships,  or  fourteen  hundred 
and  sixty  tons,  and  the  stock  was  estimated  at  ^125,000,  of 
which  ^70,800  was  m  bullion,  and  ^54,400  in  goods.  This 
circumstance  discovers,  that  though  the  former  exports  of 
British  produce  and  merchandize  had  been  discouraging,  the 
Court  had  resolved  to  extend,  as  much  as  might  be  in  their 
power,  the  sales  of  both. 

The 
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The  measures  for  the  administration  and  defence  of  Bom-    ^^J:^/ 
BAY^  consisted  of  the  appointment  of  a  Judge  for  the  Island  ;  1677 '7 ^* 
—ordering  a  troop  of  horse  to   be  embodied,    (the  pay  of 
the  captain  not  to  exceed  ^120  per  annum); — directing  that 
encouragement  should  be  given  to  the  diamond  merchants  to 
settle  at  Bombay,  and  protection  to  the  weavers ; — and  inti- 
mating, that  a  supply  of  recruits  were  to  be  embarked  on  the 
ships  of  the  season,  without  specifying  whether  they  were  Ger- 
mans or  English,  though  the  former  had  been  recommended  by 
the  Presidency  of  Surat : — such  of  the  soldiers  whose  conduct 
had  been  regular,  and  whose  term  of  seven  years  had  expired, 
were  to  be  promoted  to  small  civil  trusts.<'> 

The  Court,  in  this  season,  had  not  been  able  to  come  to  Directions  to 

.  .  .  the  Agents  in 

any  resolution,  either  to  support  the  English  claims  to  the  Persia  to  pre- 
customs  of  Gombroon,  or  to  obtain  new  privileges  of  trade  in  CoDpany's 

privileges  by 

Pjcbsia,  by  employing  armed  ships  to  threaten  hostilities,  if  negotiation. 
the  customs  should  not  be  regularly  paid,  or  the  trade  obstruct- 
ed ;  the  hope  was  only  expressed,  that  one  thousand  tomands 
of  customs  might  be  recovered,  and  farther  sums  solicited,  to 
defray  charges  : — ^in  the  event  of  the  Agent's  death,  his  suc- 
cessor was  prohibited  from  going  to  Ispahan,  and  was  to  em- 
ploy temporizing  measures  only : — the  factors  were  blamed,  for 
being  too  late  in  shipping  the  Caramania  wool  to  Surat,  by 

which 

(1)— -Letters  from  the  Court  to  tlie  Presidency  of  Surat  and  the  Deputy  Governor 
and  Council  of  Bombay,  16th  March  1677-78- 
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CHAP.  11.  which  neglect,  on  the  arrival  of  their  ships,  the  Conrt  were 
1677-78-  without  an  article  which  was  in  demand  in  the  market,  and 

the  price,  besides,  fell,  when  two  years'  supply  arrived  at  the 

same  time.  (') 
A  Phir-  It  does  not  appear,  that  the  reports  which  the  Court  had 

coining  ru-  received,  in  this  season,  of  the  state  of  their  atbm  at  Fort 
ITc^orge,  St.  G£obge,  Masulipatam,  or  Bengal,  had  the  efl^t  cf 
tainedfrom    inducing  th^u  to  relax  in  their  determination,  in  1677*78> 

the  King  of  i       i  .        «  «• 

Goicondah.  to  prosectttc  the  trade  on  a  larger  scale  than  m  the  preceding 
year : — ^this  resolution  proceeded  from  the  importance  of  Fort 
St.  George,  as  a  place  of  security  for  their  prc^rty  and  ser- 
vants : — the  commanders  of  the  ships  consigned  to  the  Co- 
rdmandel  Coast,  were  ordered  to  take  in  as  many  large  stones 
at  Johanna,  as  they  could  stow,  to  be  used  for  the  building 
of  the  Fort,  that  it  might  be  placed  in  a  sufficient  state  of 
defence  against  any  enemy ;  and  the  Court  trusted  that  some 
person,  among  their  servants,  might  be  found  qualified  to  act 
as  Engineer,  because  the  sending  an  officer  of  this  description, 
fro;DQ  Europe,  would  be  chargeable : — a  supply  of  Writers,  and 
civil  servants,  had  been  appointed,  who,  at  the  end  of  seven 
years,  were  to  obtain  the  rank  of  Factors ; — a  survey  of  afl 
houses  at  Madras  was  to  be  instituted,  both  in  the  Portuguese 
and  in  the  Black  Towns,  that  a  more  adequate  revenue  might 
be  raised  ; — and   recruits   and  arms  had  been  embarked  to 

strengthen 

(1)— Letter  from  the  Court  to  the  Agent  and  Factorg  in  Persia^  igth  July  I677. 

Letter  from  the  Court  to  the  Presidency  of  Surat^  15th  March  1(57778. 
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tifertngtheii  the  gwriaon.  At  Masidipatam^  the  Coart  re-  ^2i?J3' 
quired  Adfer  iBfarmati<n[i,  before  they  could  accede  to  iAx%  1^77-7^ 
filatt  of  remonrmg  thU  Factory  to  MadapoUam,  afraid  that 
sack  a.  measure  would  offend  the  Governor^  and  might 
obstruct  the  investments,  or .  give  an  undue  advantage  to 
European  commepcial  rivals  ;*^hoi:|6e8  at  MadufK^l^iii  and 
Yensheroom  latQwewr,  might  be  rented,  tiuu^  the  expediency 
of  erecting  Faolories  at  either^  might  he  known. 

As  advaatages  bad  aris^  iroiA  coiniii^  pagodas,  the 
Ctturt  recommeaied  that  applicfilKHi  4^oii|d  he  made  to  the 
King  of  GU^condali,  for  periaission  if>  coin  rupees  and  pice  at 
Fort  St  George^  <^> 

The  shipping  consignMl  to  Fort  St  Qeoige  aq4  its  der  Equipments 

and  stock  for 

pendaftcies.  fi»^  this  season  {1^7-7^)1  ^^^  f^^  ^^y  ^^  ^^^  theCoroman- 

.  delCoastand 

thoosand  one  himdrad  |UMi.  twe^  tofi^s  and  the  stock  was  Bengal, 
^sttynated,  in  gfmb  and  h^Mm^  at  ^bout  4^27,000,  of 
which  ^gaO.OOO  was  to  be  sent  to  MasuUp^itam,  and 
.^0&,0Q0  to  th^  Bay  of .  Bengal  t-^*a  efi^gff  of  gpod^  was 
also  to  be  provided  at  Fort  St  Geoige^  $tted  for  Bantam^  to 
the  vahie  of  horn  ^10,000  to  ^lg,lOOO;--4his  last  order 
was  explained  as  fiMcetdiog  b»m  an  9p«9^n>  that  conimer* 
cial  advantages  woaU  Ksult  irom  ikhe  e^chwg^s  of  Coast 
goods^iamakii^  provision  «f  Banted  produce^  ffx  the  Earope 
mavket* 

VOL,  11^  3  G  As  . 

(ft)L--IiCtter  from  die  Ceiirt  to  ^  i^^Mrt  Slid 
iember  and  12th  December  1677* 
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CHAP.ir.         4  As  the  stock  for  BengaIi  was  large^  and  the  goods  ob- 

1677  "7^-  tainedat  Dacca  and  Malda  liad  yielded  profit,  the  Factors 

were  empowered  to  borrow  80,000  or  100,000  rupees,  and  to 

draw  on  the  Court  for  this  amount,  to  be  invested  at  those 

stations,  in  raw-silks  and  florfitta  yarn. 

From  the  event  of  the  Danes  having  obtained  commer- 
cial privilegies,  and  the  falling  off  of  the  Dutch  trade  in  Ben- 
gal, the  Court  recommended  to  the  Agent  to  solicit  a  Pfair- 
maund  fqr  additional  privileges,  founding  his  application  on 
those  given  to  the  Danes;  and,  in  the  event  of  suocess, 
additional  encouragements  were  to  be  held  out  to  their  naval 
officers,  and  to  young  seamen,  to  acquire  a  knowledge 
of  the  navigation  of  the  Ganges,  it  being  of  importance 
to  .avoid  the  risks  and  charges  of  bringing  -  the  goods,  by 
boats,  up  and  down  the  riy w  :«-H9altpetre  being  an  artide  of 
which  the  Company  always  wislM^d  to  have  the  lax^eBt  pos- 
sible quantity,  it  was  ordered,  that  any  stu*phis  of  it,  winch 
might  remaitt^  after  lading  the  ships,  should  beistot  to  Fort 
*St.' George,  to  remain  in  store.  <*^  < 

Commercial  The  oriders  to  the  Agent  and  Council  at  Bantaji^  for 

orders  to  the    ,  ^  _.  ^  ^   •  _,     .  _ 

Agent  at       the  scascm  1677-7^, .  asisume  two  distinct  characters.  . 

Bantam,  to  .....  •  t      % 

relinquish  the         'The  first  coiTel^ponds  With  the  enmrged  scale  imon  which 

trade  to  Ja-  .         . 

pan,  to  ^x  a  the  CouTt  had  propbsed,  in  the  preceding' season,  to  carry  on 
Canton,  and  the  trade,  both  at  Bantam  itself,  and  at  Tywan,  T<mqiiiii« 

to  extend  the     .  ^  '  ^  ^  1       y 

trade  at  Ty-  jpiJ 

wan  and  Ton- 
kin. 

(I)— Letter  from  the  Court  to  the  Agent  and  Factors  at  Beogalj  lath  Deceo^ber 

^677 
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andAmoy,  stations  whiflk  poronasedia  large  sale.of  JSMtish    ^^^/ 

produce^   and  corresponding  feturbs^ ,  that  woidd  give  ntw  1&J7'7^ 

vigor  to  the  Company's  settleinents  on  the  Coroniandel  and 

Malabar  Coasts^    and  bring ,  new  Eastern  articles  into  the 

Europe  market.  i. 

The  shipping  originally  intended  for  BantanL  were  seven 

sail^  or  three  thousand  one  hundred  and  fifty  tons ;  but  as  the^ 

stock  in  goodsy  'and  the  amount  in  money,  ;in  ciach  sepiarate 

ship,  had  different  denominations,  and  were,  to  .be  applied, 

according  to  circumstances,  in  the  new  markets  at  which.trade 

was  to  be  attempted,  it  is  practicable  oidy  to  infer,  that  the 

* 
stock  must  have  been  proportionate  to  the  tonnage.  ; 

The  instructions,  for  this  more  extended  tradfe,  ^e^^e,— 

that  applications  should  be  made  to  the  King  of  Bantam,  (l^-i 

ters  having  been  addressed  to  him  by  the  Company,)  to  request 

the  enlargement  of  privileges  in  his  dominions,  andran  abate-r 

ment  in  the  price  of  pepper;  this  application  proceeded  on 

the  principle  that,  as  the  whole  profits  on  the  exports  wait 

to  the  King  of  Bantam,  and  as,  on  the  re-export  of  pepper 

from   England,    the  :  drawback   on    the    customs    had  been 

disallowed,  it  was  impossible  to  continue  the  large  exports 

of  this  article .  from  Bantam,  unless  a  diminution  of  price 

could  be  effected :  if  this  request,  should  be  refused  by  the 

King  of  Bantam,  pepper  must  be  procured  at  those  porta 

in  India,    at   which  it  could  be   got   at  more   reasonable 

rates. 

3  G  2  The 
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GHAP.  n.  Hie  Court,  imifer  these  circoBMiances^  despaired  dT  «» 

1677-7^*  iatercaiine  wilii  Ja^pan^  widdi^  far  so  many  years,  had  been  a 
iHTOunte  pngect,  and  veaolved  to  attempt  «  trade  wkh  die 
countries  bordenng  ob  China,  or  with  the  ports  of  that 
Empire ;  part  of  the  shipping,,  therefore,  taken  i^  on  &&f^kt^ 
WBB  coosigtiei  to  Tonquin,^  Tywan,  Siam^  sod  Amoy  :r— any 
rarpkia  of  stoek  and  ^lods  whidb  might  remain,  wsa  to  he 
§ent  to  Snrat^  to  puidnse  goods  for  die  Southern  mail&ets,. 
and  to  fbrt  St.  George,  to  punobase  Coast  goois  and  ^ak^ 
petre,  forEovope. 

Though  aware  of  the  diiiculties  of  traie  at  Amoy  aad 
Chinchew,  on  the  saMe  «(»st,  the  Court  continued  of  opL- 
Bion,  that,  fay  prodent  management,,  it  might  he  practicable 
to  estaUish  a  iPactory  at  the  former,  connected  intfa  the  Eac« 
torf  at  Tonqoin ;  anodier  experiioent,  theDefiwe,.  was  to  he 
tried  for  a  trade  at  Siam,.  and  i£  a  Faetorj  could  be  esta*^ 
Uished  at  Amoy,  or  any  other  port  on  the  coast  of  China^ 
Aie  Factory  at  lywaa  wa^  to  he  subordinate  to  it. 

It  was  in  this  season,^  that  the  Arst  mention  is  made  of 
die  intentions  of  Ae  Court  to  estaMish  a  Factory  atCANtraof,. 
and  the  <order  repealed,  that  teas,^  of  die  hest  kind^  to  iht 
nmeunt  of  a  hundred  dofiws^  aunnally,  shouM  he  pmrchased  i 
k  heiiDg  hoped,  the  sak  of  Britidk  {mxluoe  might  he  extended 
in  this  Smpire^  aad  n^ksy,  and,  in  general,  China  goods,  enter 
into  the  Company's  asswiments,.  because  oonsideraUe  pnafit  was- 
expected  from  this  trade^  at  the  home  sales.    The  attempt  to 

obtain 
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abtaia  aa  order  fvom  the  Spanish  G«nvframent  to  trade  to    CHAP.  11/ 
MaDilla^    the  Court  informed  all  their  Agencies  had  been  1^7  *7S 

linSUCCeSsftd.W  King'tlettew 

to  the  King. 

The  second  aroect  of  the  Courtis  instractioiif  to  ^^^i^in  of  Bantim/ 

reqairifig  tli« 

arose  out  of  liie  information  which  they  had  rece&Ted  of  the  punisbmaot 

oftbemarder- 

massacre  of  Agent  White,    and  their  other  servants..    An  S".?^  M^^^ 

*="  white     andf 

application  had  been  madie  to  His  Majesty^  to  address  letters  to  ^«  Compa- 

*  *^  ,  °y  ■  servant* 

the  King  of  Bantam,  (to  accompany  those  from  the  Court,) 
requiring  that  justice  might  be  €kme  <»  ^ke  murderers  : — to^ 
prevent  the  recurrence  of  stich  a  calamity,  a  guard  of  twelve 
soldiers,  at  fourteen  shHlings  each,  per  month,  with  a  corporal, 
at  forty  shillings  per  month,  was  embarked,  to  protect  the 
Factory  from  robbers  and  a  present  of  one  hundred  and' 
fifty  barrels  of  gunpowder  made  to  the  King  of  Bantam,  in 
return  for  the  present  of  pepper  which  he  had  sent  to  His- 
Majesty-W  The  orders  were  repeated,  to  improre  the  con*^ 
nexion  with  the  Kings-  of  Bantam  and  Jambee,  and  to  Bequest 
that  the  price  of  pepper  might  be  lowered,  for  Ihe  reasons* 
already  detailed ;  this  spirit  of  enterprize  in  the  Southern  trade 
was,  however,  depressed,  at  the  dose  of  the  season,  for  die 
Court  ordered  goods  for  fourteen  or  'MteeB  hundred  tons,, 
cmly,  (a  quantity  scarcely  more  than'  one-half  of  the  prece£ng 

season}* 

(I)— Letter  from  tiie  Gourt  to  the  Agent  andCooodl  at  Bintam,  5&  October  1677; 

(2)— Letter  iiom  the  Court  to  the  Agent  and  Goandl  at  Bantam,  Jgth  December 
1677  J  indoaing  Letter  from  King  Charlei  II.  to  the  King  of  Bantam,  31tt  December 
1677,  and  l^ctter  from  the  East-India  Company  to  the  Xing  of  Bantam,  20th  December 
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CHAP.IL    season)  to  be  provided  for  the  investment  of  the  subsequent 
1677-78.  year.O) 
Garrison   of         The  Govcmor  of  St.  Helena  was  ordered  to  form  the 

St.     Helena 

formed  into  crarrison  into  two  companies,  and  to  continae  his  exertions  for 

two   compa-  ° 

ntet.  training  th^  inhabitants  to  arms,  for  the  defence  of  the  Island ; 

the  alienation  of  lands  was  prohibited,  unless  after  seven  years 


Sit^A^T  ^^  summary  of  foreign  events,  under  the  administration 

Sttufnlf'''*  of  the  Presidency  of  Surat,  for  the  season  1677-78,  furnishes 

the'p^dcn^  ^^^^7'  ^^7  commercial  information,    and   only  one  great 

^7'  political  event.     In  so  far  as  regarded  the  European  opponents 

of  the   Company,    the  President  stated,   that  there  had  not 

been  any  arrivals  of  French  ships,  the  credit  of  that  people 

having  declined  ; — ^that  the  Dutch  shipping  and  trade^  either 

from  Europe,  or  from   the  Eastward,  though  considerable, 

had  not    materially    affected  the  sales  or  purchases  ; — ^that 

difficulties  still  continued,  in  providing  the  investments  along 

the  Malabar  Coast  (Carwar,    Calicut,    &c.)  and  that  the 

provision  of  the  cargoes  ordered  from  Surat  for  Bantam  and 

the  Eastward,  had  been  injured,  by  the  arrival  of  the  King  of 

Bantam's 

(l)-<-Letter8  from  the  Court  to  the  Agent  and  Council  at  Bantam^  23d  Januar/^  and 
JL5th  March  1677-78. 

(2)— Letter  from  the  Coart  to  the  Go?ernor  of  St.  Helena^  15th  March  1677-79. 
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Bantam's  ships  with  produce  at  Surat,  and  carrying  thence  ^^!^^' 
goods,  to  rival  the  Company's  sales  at  Bantaiti; — ^that  the  1677-78* 
trade  between  Surat  and  the  Gulf  of  Persia  had  rather  worn  a 
better  aspect,  the  imports  and  exports,  to  and  from  Gombroon, 
having  turned  out  more  profitable  than  in  the  preceding  season ; 
and  that  the  purchases  at  Ahmedabad,  Broach,  &c.,  had 
been  provided  with  less  interruption  than  usual. 

The  conquests  of  Sevagee,  in  this  '  season,  had  been 
chiefly  in .  the  Carnatic,  which  had  diverted  his  army  from 
Surat;  but  his  generals  continued  at  Bairee,  in  such  force,, 
as  to.  lead  to  ah  opinion  that  his  power  would  soon  extend  from 
Surat  to  Cape  Comorin. 

These  dispatches, expressed  the  regrets  of  the  Presidency 
for  the  death  of  Mr.  Aungier,  on  the  30th  June  16779  the 
I9SS  of  whose  talents  and  int^rity  the  remaining  Members  of 
Council  at  Surat  (two  duly) con^deri^  to  bea public  calamity; 
for  io  him  theiy  ascribed,  amid  a  succession  of  difficulties,  the 
merit  of  hawng  preserved .  the  English  trade  for  the  last  . 
sixteien .  years*  The  adihinisipration  of  the  Pres^d^ncy  de- 
volved on  Mr.  Rolt,  the  Agept  at  Gombroon,  agreeably  to 
the  Court's;  appointment,  and  the  Government  of  Bombay  on 
Mr.  Henry  Oxinden,<^> 

The 

(1)— Letters  from  the  Fresidencjr  of  Surat  to  the  Court,  March  to  31st  August, 
3 1st  December  1667,  IQlh  Jaouarj,  6th February,  18th  March  l6;;-;Bi.and9d  April 
1678. 
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CHA?^.  The  report  of  Mr.  Qsinden  oo  €he  intenal  circnmit^^ 

1677  *7^«  of  the  Wtaxd  of  Bombay,  stated,  4hsit  Aexcf^eama  fiiom  cw^ 
Oxinden's      toiQS  amouuted  to  30,000  xeraphins,  and  the  dufty  on  tobacco 

report  on  the  /wvrk  ^ 

•tauofBom- io20p000xeraphiiisper  aiiium;  that  though*  the  inhabitaiits 

bay,  and  the 

effect  of  the  were  numerous,  (ecnmsAng  dT  Gentoos,  Makomedans,  and 

wan  of  Aa- 

Tangzebe  on  indeed  !&e  outcasts  of  aJliMcts.  who  had  aoiurhl  protection,) 

.that  Island.  ^  ^       "^  ^^ 

thej  were  4)f  the  power  dasses,  to  whom  eveiy  indnlgenoe 
had  been  shewn,  in  the  hope  of  inducing  die  mote  wealthy 
Native  merdiants  and  manu&cturers  to  place  tksmsdres 
under  the  English  government :  but  the  prospect  of  die  {sland 
akimately  becoming  a  seat  of  trade,  was  pemote,  from  the 
opposite  coasts  being  exposed  to  the  anniet  of  Sevagee,  and 
from  tlie  Mogul  armies  being  enqployed  in  the  Patan  wars  and 
diose  in  the  Decan,  and  unable  to  stop  his  progress ;  thai 
the  Portuguese  at  Tannah  and  Caranjah,  continued  to  obstrOfOt 
the  ftttraace  of  provisocms,  and  created  every  obstacle  to  th^r 
trade  of  tiie  Island  ;--*4he  political  and  conmicrcial  inqiortanee 
of  Bombay,  therefore,  was  dBstant,  and  the  difficulties  of 
bringmg  it  beycmd  ks  preseii|t  narrow  influence  daily  iocTeafling ; 
£3r  the  progress  of  Sevagee  in  die  countries-  imme&tdy 
connected  with  it,  and  his  alliances  wi^  Vibiapore  and 
Crolcondah,  had  enabled  him  almo^  to  commfand  ^  0ecan 
towards  the  Carnatic,  and  all  the  countries  between  it  and 
Surat : — ^His  success,  connected  with  the  revcdt  of  Aurung- 
;Eebe's  sons  and  relatives,  was  calculated,  on  die  one  hand,  to 
prevent  the  Mogul  from  making  good  the  privileges  of  trade 

which 


Digitized  by 


Google 


EAST-INDIA     COMPANY.  417 

which  he  had  given  to  the  Company ;  and,  on  the  other,  the  chap.  ir. 
grants   irom  Sevagee  himself,    for  liberty  of   trade  on  the  1677-78. 
Malabar  Coast,  froiii  which  the  greatest  part  of  the  Company's 
assortments  had  been  furnished,  were  precarious  and  uncertain. 

Under  such  circumstances,  the  Deputy  Governor  of 
Bombay,  and  Mr.  Gary,  the  Chief  Justice,  recommended, 
that  a  supply  of  at  least,  one  hundred  and  fifty  recruits  should 
be  annually  embarked,  to  render  the  Enghsh  garrison  equal 
to  the  defence  of  the  Island,  as  no  dependence  couM  be  placed 
on  the  Portuguese,  or  militia,  the  only  ostensible  force  it 
possessed: — ^the  fort,  however,  had  been  completed^  except 
the  eastern  bastion,  which  was  in  a  state  of  forwardness^<*> 

The  Court  do  not  appear  to  have  received,  in  this  season, 

any  advices  on  the  political  situation  of  the  Agency  of  Fort 

St.  Geokge,  or  of  Bengal,  and  Masulipatam,  at  least  any, 

on  which  instructioils  could  be  founded. 

In  like  manner,    the  information  respecting  Bantam,  Trade  sus- 
pended at 
during  this  season  (1^7-78)  was  alm(>st  as  defective  tis  that  Bantam,from 

disputes  be- 

from  the  Coromandel  Coast : — it  only  appears,  that  the  Affent  tween  the 

J       '^'^         '  ,         o  Agent  and 

who  had  succeeded  Mr.  White,   and  his   Council,    were  at  Council :— 
variance,    and    that  the  trade,   both   at  Bantam  and  at  its 
dependendes,  was  at  stand.W 

VOL.  II.        .  3  H  The 

(l)--Letter  from  the  Deputy  Goreraor  and  Council  of  Bonibay  to  the  Court,  \5ih 

January  167778. Letter  from  Mr.  Henry  Gary,  Chief  Justice  of  Bombay,  to  the 

Court,  January  and  February  1677-78. 

(2)— .Letter  from  the  Council  at  Bantam  to  the  Court,  30th  January  1(577-78. 
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CHAP.^L  llie  success  of  the  speculatioii  at  Amoy^  and  on  llie  Coast 

1677-78.  of  China,  was  obstructed  by  a  political  erent,  which  prdbably 

—And  at  ,  - 

Amoy,  from  was  the  true  cause  of  its  failure ;  for  though  a  considerable 

the  conqaest 

^  that  place  assortment  had  been  collected  at  Tywan,  a  kind  of  revolution 

by  the  King  ^ 

of  Formosa,  had  taken  place,  as  Coxsin,  the  Tartar  Chkf,  not  having 
resources  to  pay  his  army,  had  seized  on  Amoy  :--4his  place 
appears  to  have  been,  for  some  time,  a  dependency  on  this  chief, 
whohadstiled  himself  King  of  Formosa: — ^his  possessions  in 
the  vicinity  of  Amoy,  however,  had  been  conquered  by  the 
Chinese,  hence  trade,  between  Amoy  and  the  interior,  was 
impracticable : — the  factors,  therefore,  could  only  collect  a  part 
of  the  investment  for  two  ships ; — one  was  dispatched  to  com*- 
pleat  her  cargo  at  Tywan,  with  copper  and  some  gold ;  another 
was  sent  to  Surat,  with  copper,  at  tiiis  time  in  great  demand 
for  the  coinage  at  Bombay,  and  thence  to  return  with  such 
goods  as,  from  experience,  had  been  found  suited  for  Amo^, 
if  afl^rs  at  that  port,  in  the  subsequent  season,  should  render 
it  practicable  to  renew  the  trade/*) 

(l)--L6tter  from  the  Factory  at  Amoy^  in  China,  to  the  Presideticy  of  Surat^  ad 
November  IG77.    (Vol.  xuiii.  No.  3061.) 
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1678-79. 


Tbs  resoltttioiis  upon  which  the  Cbcirt  founded  their  chap.il 
instructicms  to  their  Foreign  Settlements^  in  the  season  1^8-  1678-79^ 
79,  were  pfurtly  drawn  from  the  political  relations  of  England,  to*tho^for 
wij;h  t^e  ^Maritime  Powers  in  Europe,  (detailed  in  a  pr^ce^g  |^^^^^^ 
part  of  diis  Chapter,)   and  partly  from  the  disappointment  ^^/Jf 
Jhe  Coq^pany  had  experienced  in  the  returns  for  the  large  re^j^fjj^j^ 
ftock  which  had  been  sent  to  Surat,  a  considerable  proportion  "^^Ko^n* 
of  which  had  been  required  for  the  fortifications  at  Bombay, 
lliat  tibis  Island  might  not  be  endangered  by  any  attack  of 
European,  or  of  Indian  enemies. 

The  instructions  to  Sueat,  drawn  from  the  rdative  cir» 
cumstances  of  the  European  powers,  went  to  one  point  only,  or 
to  postpone  large  investments,  till  authentic  information  should 
reach  them,  that  the  Treaty  of  Nimeguen  had  been  ratified, 
and,  in  the  mean  time,  to  order  the  homeward-bound  ships  to 
observe  the  same  precautions,  as  during  an  actual  war. 

The  resolutions,  regarding  Surat  and  Bombay,    appear  P''«»M«n7of 
have  arisen  from  a  review  of  the  Company's  affiurs  at  Su-  ced  to  an 

^      '  Agency,  and 

rat,  during  the  sixteen  years  of  Sir  George  Oxinden's,  and  ^^^^i^^ 
rf  IVesident  Aungier's  administrations.  SSied^'™* 

3H2  On""' 
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^^P^^;  On    a    retrospect    of  these   Annals^  it   will    be    found, 

16/8-79.  that,  on  the  first  transfer  of  Bombay,  by  the  Crown, 
to  the  Company,  the  equipments  and  stock  had  been  aug- 
mented,  and  the  trade  placed  Oh  a  large  scale,  and  that  the 
proceedings  of  Mr.  Aungier,  and  the  Council  of  Surat,  had 
annually  received  the  approbation  of  the  Court ; — ^that  it 
had  been  specifically  enjoined,  that  Bombay  should  be  made 
a  «eat  of  government  and  of  trade,  impregnable  agailist  any 
attacks  of  the  Native  Powers  or  States,  and,  by  its  fortifica- 
tions, put  in  a  situation,  to  resist  any  European  enemy.  Oil 
the  same  retrospect  it  will  be  found,  that  the  wars  be* 
tween  the  Mogul  and  Sevagee,  during  the  whole  of  this 
period,  had  continued,  and  though  the  Surat  trade,  by 
the  exertions  of  President  Aungier  and  his  Cofcincil,  had  been 
preserved,  both  at  its  seat,  and,  in  general,  in  its  depen- 
dencies on  the  Malabar  Coast,  yet  that  both  had  been  exposed 
to  frequent  interruptions,  and  to  heavy  losses  ;  and  that  these 
interruptions  and  losses,  whether  occasioned  by  the  wars 
.  between  the  Maritime  Powers  in  Europe,  or  those  between 
the  Native  iPowers,  had  rendered  the  charges  for  fortifying 
Bombay  unavoidable,  and  the  investments  frequently  preca- 
rious, by  the  sales  of  Europe  produce  being  uncertain,  and 
the  prices  of  Indian  articles  fluctuating. 

These  facts  do  not  appear,  however,  to  have  had  theif  full 
weight  on  the  resolutions  of  the  Court  in  this  season,  because 
the  returns  from  the  large  stock  had  not,  as  yet,  been  received, 

and 
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and  were  distant,  and  could  not  be  brought  into  the  balance  of  9^J'J^/ 
profit  on  the  Company's  books; — ^it  was,  therefore,  resolved^  1678-79. 
that  an  economical  system  should  be  adopted,  both  for  the 
establishment  at  Surat  and  at  Bombay,  that,  by  savings,  the 
Company  might  be  re-imbursed  for  any  disappointment  of  gain 
on  their  large  stock,  and  for  the  heavy  charges  incurred  in 
forming  the  civil  and  military  establishments  at  Bombay.' 

It  was  resolved  by  the  Court,  though  the  title  of  Pre- 
sident should  be  continued  to  Mr.  Rolt,  with  the  same  al- 
lowances which  Mr.  Aungier  had  en)oyed,  that,  on  his  death 
ot  departure  for  Europe,  his  successor  shotdd  have  the  title  of 
jigent  only,  at  the  reduced  salary  of  ^6300  per  annum  ;  the 
second  in  Council,  ^80  per  annum ;  and  the  other  members, 
and  subordinate  civil  servants,  proportionally  diminished  al- 
lowances; and  by  this  plan,  it  was  expected,  that  a  con- 
siderable saving  might  be  miade,  apf^icafale  to  the  discharge 
of  debts. 

The  same  system  was  prescribed  for  the  stations  dependent 
on  Surat;  the  Factories  at  Carwar  and  Rajahpore  were 
to  be  withdrawn,  and  a  Native  Agent  left,  with  powers 
to  collect  goods,  ind  to  recovier  debts  :-^Agents,  however,  were 
to  remain  at  Calicut  and  Carnaipoly ;  a  rqsoltition  which,  on 
comparing  the  opinion  of  the  Court  in  the  preceding  seasons, 
appears  the  more  extraordinary,  because  the  pepper  brought 
from  these  ports  was  found,  at  the  Company's  sales,  to  be  of 
inferior  quality,  and  because  the  purchase  and  transit  of  it  to 

thfe 
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<MAP.  II.  the  warehouses^   was  exposed  to  obstractiQqs  fupd  ^cactioDf , 
1678-79.  by  Sevagee's  officers. 
Limited  These  measures  of  the  Court  account  for  the  diminished 

eqaipments 

and  stock  for  equipments  and  stock  of  this  season  :— the  equipp9§nts 
consisted  of  three  ships>  or  fourteen  hundred  and  eighty 
tons^  and  the  stock  was  estimated  at  ^136,000/  of  which 
^34,400,  only,  was  in  goods,  and  ^101,600  in  bulli<m.  H^ 
appropriation  of  this  stock  corresponded  with  the  abridged 
system  of  trade : — the  £ur<op(e  goods  were  ordered  to  be  Sjp]i4 
at  prime  cost,  rather  than  Remain  in  store,  and  die  prpceed/i 
to  be  applied  to  pay  c^  the  debt  at  kitwest ;  the  bullion,  oqly, 
was  to  be  applied  to  pj^diase  such  an  investment,  as  woujd  be 
productive  at  the  home  sales.  (^> 

Cinl  and  If  these  Orders  for  reducinfi^  the  rank  and  allowances  of  the 

militarj  etta« 

biishmentat  President  and  Council  of  Surat  and  its  dependencies,  appear 
d«^  improvident  and  capricious,  the  orders  given  for  reducing  the 
rank  and  allowances  to  the  Deputy  Governor  of  Bombay  can 
only  be  accounted  for,  by  the  difficulty  which  a  comm^cial  body 
had  to  encounter,  in  passing  from  trade^  their  original  and  ha- 
bitual object,  to  the  management  of  a  small  territory,  the  re- 
venues of  which,  they  considered,  might  be  sufficient  to  counter- 
balance the  charges  of  maintaining  and  preserving  it.  It  was, 
however,  resolved,  that  the  salary  of. the  Deputy  Governor 
should  be  decreased  to  ^120  per  annum ; — that  the  military 

establishment 

.    (I)— Letters  from  the  Court  to  the  President  and  CoancQ  of  Sorat^  ^th  and  9th 
jftpgnst  1678,  aod2Sth  February  1678*79* 
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establishment  should  be  reduced  to  two  lieutenants,  two  ensigns,  CHkP.^i 
finir  Serjeants,  four  corporals,  and  one  hundred  and  eighty  167^*7^- 
privates,  and  that .  no  extra-allowance  should  be  paid  to  the 
thirty  soldiers,  who  had  been  detached  to  defend  the  Company's 
house  at  Surat,  at  the  crisis  when  it  was  threatened  by  Sevagee's 
army,  but  the  same  pay  givai  to  them,  as  if  they  had  re- 
mained on  garrison  duty,  at  Bombay ; — ^that  the  troop  of  horse 
should  be  disbanded,  and  Captain  Keigwin,  who  commanded 
it,  dismissed  the  Company's  service;  and  that  the  militia, 
which  had  been  embodied  for  the  defence  of  the  Island,  should 
be  discharged. 

As  the  fortifications  had  been  the  source  of  the  heaviest 
estpence,  they  were  to  be  continued  in  thdr  present  state, 
without  any  fsurther  improvements;  and  two  gunners,  and 
jour  maitrosses,  only,  allowed  for  the  batteries : — all  the  armed 
ships  were  to  be  sold,  exce]|it  one  small  frigate,  and  a  few  boats, 
to  defend  the  fishery* 

From  these  retrenchmraits  in  the  civil  and  miKtary  esta- 
Jblishments  at  Bmnbay,  it  was  expected  that  a  considerable 
saving  would  be  made,  to  be  brought  into  the  Company's 
cash;  Und  it  was  determined,  that  the  whole  charges,  civil 
and  military,  of  the  Island,  should  be  limited  to  fl  ,900  rupees, 
annually  : — ^these  regulations  were  obviously  calculated  to  dis- 
courage, if  not  to  break  the  spirit  of  their  military  servants, 
and  to  make  Bombay  an  easy  acquisition  to  any  European  or 
Indian  invader ;  and  yet  the  Court  summed  up  their  orders, 

by. 
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^^A^-JJ*   by  requiring  the  Governor,  by  strict  discipline,  to  have  the 
J678-79'  garrison  always  prepared  for  a  vigorous  defence  of  the  Island, 
and  by  improving  the  revenues  and  trade,  to  raise  funds  suf- 
ficient to  defray  the  dbarges  of  the  whole  establishment.  ^^^ 
Similar  or-  Tlic  Same  narrow  expedients  were  ordered  for  Persia  : — 

ders  for  Per- 

«»a-  the  Agent  at  Gombroon  was  required,  in  the  unhealthy  season, 

instead  of  going  to  Ispahan,  to  pix)ceed  no  further  than  Shiras  ; 
— the  Europe  goods  were  to  be  sold,  at  whatever  price  they 
would  bring ;  but  the  greatest  possible  quantity  of  Caramania 
wool  was  to  be  procured,  and  whatever  balance  of  money 
might  remain,  was  to  be  remitted  to  Surat.  ® 

Plan  of  re-  In  the  instructions  of  the  Court  to  Fort  St.  George,  for 

trenchment 

for  Fort  St.    this  scasoQ  16^8-79,  we  do  not  discover  either  the  dissatisfaction 

George,  and 

itsdependen-  which  they  had  expressed,  on  reviewing  the  state  of  their  affidrs 

ciea.postpoD-  ^ 

ed.  at  Surat  and  Bombay,  or  that  similar  reductions  of  rank  and 

allowances  were  ordered  at  the  Fort  itself,  or  its  dependen- 
cies, of  Masulipatam,  or  Hughly.  On  comparing  the  want 
of  information  in  the  preceding  season,  regarding  this  part  of 
the  Company's  possessions  and  trade,  or  the  destination  of  the' 
equipments  and  appropriation  of  the  stock  sent  out,  and  the 
regulations  for  the  administration,  of  the  Government  at  the 
Fort  and  its  dependencies,  we  discover, .  that  the  Court  were 

disposed* 

(1)— Letter  from  the  Court  to  tke  President  and  Council  at  Surat,  28th  February 

1678-79. Letter  from  the  Court  to  the  Deputy  Governor  of  Bombay,  28tft  February 

1678-79. 

(2)— Letter  from  the  Court  to  the  Presidency  of  Surat,  28th  Feburary  i67e-7g. 
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disposed  to  temporize  with  the  Agent  and  Council  at  Fort  St.    9^^^^' 
George,  and  to  postpone  any  reduction  of  their   number  or  1678-79. 
allowances. 

The  equipments  for  Fort  St.  George,  this  season,  consisted  Equipments 
of  three  ships,  or  fifteen  hundred  and  eighty-five  tons,  and  J^«  ^^^^^  J^ 
the  stock  was  estimated  at  ^209,950,  of  which  ^35,000,  ^^^  Bengal  5 
in  bullion,  was  for  Masulipatam,  and  j^6,500  in  goods,  and 
^100,000  in  bullion,  for  Bengal :  but  no  sum  was  appropria- 
ted, as  usual,  for  an  investment  of  Coast  goods  for  Bantam  ; 
in  return,  the  goods  were  to  be  provided,  agreeably  to  lists 
sent.     No  alteration  was  made  in  the  situation  of  the  civil  or 
military  servants,    except  that  soldiers,    having  served  seven 
years,  were  -  to  be  allowed  ten  fanams  per  month,  additional, 
as  an  inducement  to  continue  in  the  service.  (^^ 

The  Factors  in  Bskgai.,  during  this  season,  were  in- 
structed not  to  dispose  of  Europe  goods  by  barter,  but  to  sell 
the  small  quantity  of  this  year's  imports,  and  the  remains  of 
former  years,  for  ready  money  only  : — ^the  large  stock  of  money, 
in  hand,  it  was  expected,  would  enable  them  to  purchase 
turmeric,  arid  a  sufficient  quantity  of  saltpetre,  of  which 
five  hundred  tons  ought  to  be  annually  in  store  at  the  Fort, 
ready  for  the  shipping.  (^> 

VOL.  II.  3  1  The 

(1)— Letter  from  the  Court  to  the  Agent  and  Council  of  Fort  St.  George,  3d 
January  1678-79. 

(2)— Letter  from  the  Court  to  the  Chief  and  Factors  in  the  Bay  of  Benga],  3d 
January  167^-79' 
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CHAP^.  The  Company,  in  the  season  1678-7^,  seem  to  have  given 

1678-79.  tip  Bantam,  as  a  favourite  seat  of  their  trade;  for  though 

And  for  Ban-     ...  n  i  •  •  •   i 

tani,  Tywan,  this   Agency  was  allowed  to   continue   its  commercial  spe- 

Tonquin,  i      .  r«  i    a  j  • 

^  siam,  and  '  culations  at  Tywan  and  Amoy,  and  again  to  attempt  trade 
at  ToNQUiN  and  Siam,  their  efforts  were  to  be  guided  by  cir- 
cumstances, by  the  amount  of  the  sales  of  Europe  produce, 
and  by  the  quantity  of  goods  which  might  be  obtained  at 
those  ports.  The  equipment  consisted  of  two  ships,  or  eleven 
hundred  and  fifty  tons,  and  the  stock  was  estimated  at  ^48,000, 
in  goods  and  bullion :— of  this  stodc,  thirty  thousand  doU^s, 
in  bullion,  and  the  value  of  twenty  thousand,  in  goods,  M^ere 
to  be  sent  to  Amoy  and  Tywan ;  fifty  thousand  ddlars,  in  bul** 
lion,  and  twenty  thousand,  in  goods,  to  Tonquiti ;  and  tw^ity 
thousand  dollars,  in  bullion,  and  fifteen  thousand,  in  goods,  to 
Siam.  From  the  disturbed  state  of  the  government  at  Tywan 
and  Amoy,  on  account  of  the  wars  between  the  Tartars  and 
Chinese,  the  Agents  were  ordered  rather  to  hire  bouses  for  the 
accommodation  of  trade,  than  to  build  Fax^tories.  r-^another 
experiment  might  be  made,  of  trade  to  Siam  and  Tonquin, 
to  ascertain  wl^ther  Europe  goods  would  sell,  or  invert- 
ments  be  procured,  that  would  yield  a  profit ;  but,  in  this 
speculation,  the  Agent  and  Council  were  vested  with  discre- 
tionary powers  to  withdraw  that  trade,  according  to  circum- 
stances. 

Trade  to  be  The  Viccrov  of  Canton  having,  by  letters,  offered  the 

attempted  at  g^      j  ^ 

Canton,  in    English  at  Bantam  admission  to  trade,  the  Court  ordered  that 

consequence 

a  respectful 
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a  reqiectfol  answer  should  be  given,    and  information  re-  cvJAV.u. 
quested,  what  protection  would  be  granted  to  an  English  sliip,  1673-79. 

^  ,,  .M  i*  ^  111°^^  proposal 

if   sent  to  Canton,     and  what  pnyiieges  of  trade  would  be  of  the  vice- 
given,   if  the  Company  should  send  a  Factor  or  Agent  to 
that  porL 

The  Agent  was  also  instructed,  in  the  event  of  a  war  be- 
tween the  Dutch  and  the  King  of  Bantam,  to  avoid  interferen- 
ces, and  to  rest  this  conduct  on  the  liberty  of  trade  granted 
to  the  Dutch  and  English  East-India  Companies,  by  the  treaty 
between  England  and  the  States  General,  in  1674.  (^> 

The  Court's  orders  to  St.  Helena,  during  this  season, 
were  repeated,  to  promote  the  cultivation  of  the  Island,  as  a 
colony,  and  to  grant  permission  to  the  soldiers,  whose  terms 
had  expired,  to  return  to  England.  <2> 


The  information  from  Surat  and  the  subordinate  Facto-  Trade  at  Sa- 

*-  rat  depressed 

ries,  in  1678-79^  consisted  chiefly  of  a  detail  of  the  difficulties  by  the 

irregular 

of  trade,   from  the  convulsed  situation  of  the  provinces  in  ^>>^*  ^^  ^^^ 

redaction  of 

which  the  investments  had  formerly  been  coUected,  and  from  ''^°^' 
the  perpetual  alarms  in  which  the  manufacturers  and  merchants 

3  12  were 

(1) — ^Letters  from  the  Court  to  the  Agent  and  Council  at  Bantam^  6th  November 
16/8,  and  7th  May  1679- 

(1)— Letters  from  the  Court  to  the  Island  of  St.  Helena,  6th  November  1078,  and 
l6th  Maj  1679* 
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^^5^^  ^^^^  *^^P*^  '^y  ^'^^  predatory  incursions,  rather  than  by 
1678-79-  regular  wars,  between  Sevagee  and  the  Mogul.  In.  former 
years,  Phirmaunds  and  grants  of  privil^es  of  trade,  at  least, 
yielded  a  partial  return  for  the  expences ;  but  they  had  be- 
come, at  this  time,  of  less  importance,  from  the  Princes  and 
States,  who  had  given  them,  being  engaged  in  constant 
warfare,  which  had  made  trade  difficult,  and  purchases  ex-* 
pensive  and  precarious.  <-. 

The  President  and  Council  of  Surat,  therefore,  stated, 
that  from  the  heavy  charges  on  goods,  from  bad  debts, 
which  (from  the  existing  political  anarchy)  could  not  be  re- 
covered, and  from  the  expences  of  the  fortifications  and  gar-* 
rison  of  Bombay,  as  an  English  Settlement,  a  thousand  tons 
of  shipping  would  be  fully  sufficient  for  the  investment  of  the 
subsequent  year;  that  two  thousand  five  hundred  pieces  of 
broad-cloths,  and  twenty  chests  of  coral,  would  supply  the 
market,  and  that  the  stock  for  the  investment  must  be, 
chiefly,  in  bullion. 

The  situation  of  the  subordinate  Settlements  was  as 
discouraging  as  that  of  Surat : — ^the  Factory  at  Rajahpore^ 
from  its  being  much  exposed  to  the  depredations  of  Sevagee's 
troops,  had  been  withdrawn,  but  the  Factory  of  Carwar, 
from  being  more  remote  from  his  influence,  was  continued : 
— similar  consequences  were  apprehended  from  the  Mogul 
Government  being  occupied  in  suppressing  revolts  in  diflerent 
provinces,    and  not  stationing  armies  in  the  countries  from 

which 
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which  the  ioyestments  had  hitherto  been  drawn,  or  even  a  ^^^J^y 
detachment  to  protect  Surat ; — ^hence  the  stores  of  Europe  1678 -79 
goods,  and  the  produce  provided  for  investments,  had  been 
removed  to  SwaUy,  that  they  might  be  more  easily  put  on 
board  the  ships : — Struggling,  thus,  for  the  Company's  inte- 
rest, the  Agent  and  Council  of  Surat  complained  of  the  hard- 
ship of  the  reduction  of  their  rank  as  a  Presidency,  after  it 
had,  for  so  many  years,  and  under  so  many  dangei^,  been 
held  up,  as  the  principal  Sieat  of  the  Company's  government 
and  trade  in  the  East-Indies.  0) 

The  inforipdation  from  Bombay  was  not  less  alarm-  Difficulty  of 
ing: — ^the  weavers  were  so  poor,  that,  without  some  ad-  bay  and  in 
vances,  manufactures  could  not  proceed  : — ^the  diamond  mer- 
chant9  could  not  be  persuaded  to  settle  at  Bombay,  while  Se- 
vagee  occupied  the  countries  on  the  neighbouring  continent : 
— deaths  among  the  soldiery  were  frequent,  and  few  arrivals 
of  recruits  to  fill  up  the  vacancies: — ^the  garrison  was 
disheartened  at  the  reduction  of  rank;  and  the  Portuguese 
continued  to  obstruct  the  passes  at  Tannah  and  Caraujah/^) 

The  trade  to  Peksia,  in  this  year,  was  equally    unpro- 
mising, it  being  impracticable,  from  a  scarcity  in  the  country, 

and 

(1)— Letters  from  the  Presidency  of  Surat  to  the  Courts  24th  September,  19th  Oc- 
tober, and  7th  December  1678,  2l8t  January  and  17th  February  l678-79>  and  5th  April 

1679. 

(2)— Letters  from  the  Presidency  of  Surat,  and  the  Deputy  Goyemor  and  Council 
at  Bombay  to  the  Court,  2Ut  January  1678-79* 
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CHAP.  II.  and  from  die  enactions  of  the  Government,  to  find  purchasers 
16^8-79.  for  the  woollens  and  tm;  or  to  procure  goods,  particularly 
Canunania  wool,  of  the  quality  ordered,  and  at  the  seasons 
expected; — ^it  would,  therefore,  require  much  discretion  to 
obtain  payment  of  the  thousand  tomands  of  customs,  or,  in- 
deed, a  smaller  sum,  unless  a  force  should  be  employed,  to 
bring  the  Persians  to  respect  the  English,  and  fulfil  their 
commercial  obligations  with  them.  (^> 
The  Agency  Though  the  Court,  in  1678-7^^  (as  in  the  preceding  sea- 

George  agree  SOU,}  wcrc  without  any  direct  communication  from  Fort  St. 

nottoattempt  ^  - 

soliciting  a     Geosge,  the  correspondence  between  it,  and  Hughly,  and 

general  Phir-  , 

maond.  Surat,  fumishes  sufiicient  facts,  to  afford  a  general  estimate 
of  the  trade  on  the  Coromandel  Coast : — ^the  investment  at 
the  Fort  consisted  chiefly  of  re-exports  from  Bengal,  and 
of  some  Coromandel  goods,  and,  on  the  whole,  was  greater 
than  (in  the  terms  used  in  the  letter)  "  it  had  been  in  any 
period  of  the  Company's  commerce,  and  greater  than,  un* 
der  all  circumstances,  could  have  been  expected,''  though 
there  remains  iio  specification,  either  of  the  goods,  or  of  their 
estimated  value : — It  appears,  however,  that  considerable  dif- 
ferences of  opinion  had  arisen,  both  at  Fort  St.  George  and 
at  Hughly,  on  the  prudence  of  applying  for  a  General  Pliir- 
maund  from  the  Mogul,  so  repeatedly  reconunended  by  the 
Court,    or  resting  on  a  Nish^n,  or  grant  for   privileges  of 

trade 

(I) — Letter  from  the  Presidency  of  Snrat  to  the  Courts  21st  Janoary  l6fS*7g. 
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trade^   in    the  proyinces  bordering  on  the  Ganges^   but  to    ^^^J1J5' 
leave  Sui-at  out  of  view,  as  being  possessed  of  a  Jiarticalar  *978-7^ 
Pbirmaund.    This  exception  of  Sorat  was  evidently  intended 
to  keep  the  privileges  solicited  for  Bengal,  &c;  distinct  from  • 

those  actually  possessed  at  Surat,  lest  this  should  lead  to 
discussions,  which  might  abridge,  rather  than  improve^  the 
Company's  privileges  on  the  West  of  India : — ^it  was  therefore 
decided,  that  it  would  be  more  wise  to  take  a  Nish&n  for  pri* 
rileges  in  Bengal,  Bahar,  and  Orixa,  than  to  hazard  an  ap- 
plication for  a  Genera]  Phirmaund,  though  the  advantages 
from  such  a  Phirmaund,  it  was  allowed,  would  be  great, 
and  would  soon  compensate  for  the  expences  of  procuring  it, 
even  should  they  amount  to  forty  thousand  rupees : — ^the  Nish^n 
was,  accordingly,  obtained,  in  September  1678,  and  it  was  the 
opinion  of  the  Agent  and  Council  at  Fort  St  George,  and  of 
the  Agent  at  Bengal,  that,  under  it,  the  Company's  trade 
ought  to  proceed.  <*> 

The  only  information  which  reached  the  Court,  respect- 
ing Bantam  and  its  dependencies,  in  the  season  1678-79, 
was,  (after  much  negotiation  with  the  King  of  Tonquin, 
respecting  the  amount  of  the  presents  which  he  required,} 

that 

'  (1) — Letter  from  the  Agent  at  Bengal  to  the  Flresidency  of  Surat,  gth  December 
1678.—  Letter  from  the  Agent  and  Council  at  Fort  St.  George  to  the  Agent  at  Bengal^ 
24th  February  1678-79. Copy  of  Nish^n,  or  Order  for  Permisiion  to  trade  at  Ben- 
gal, ]2th  September  1678.  (Vol.  zxxiii.  No.  3124.) 
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CHAPJ[i.   that  ground  for  building  a  Factory  had  been  obtained^  but  not 
1678 -79-  with  such  privileges  or  protection  as  had  been  solicited;  and 
no  information  was  given  of  the  produce  vrhich  could  either 
be  sold  or  purchased.  <0 

(l)«— Letter  from  the  Factors  at  ToDqaln  to  the  Agont  and  Council  at  Bantam^  4th 
October  1678. 
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1679-80. 


The  Restoration  of  Peace  on  the  continent  of  Europe^  chap.  ir. 
in  1679-80,  haying  removed  the  necesi^ity  of  those  precautions,  1679-80. 
which  the  Court  had  of  dered  to  be  observed  by  their  home*  ed  at  a  new 
ward'^bound  ships,   it  might  have  b^en  expected,   that  the  lish  interio- 

11  1  •  1       1  •  11       /*P^"      fitting 

contracted  system,  upon  which  the  equipments  and  stock  of  out  ships  for 

^  the  £ast-Iu<« 

the  preceding  year  had  been  formed,  would  have  been  refin*  tiies,atCadiz. 
quished,  lest  the  public  should  complain  of  ihe  East-Iiidia 
tradd  not  being  carried  on  with  those  advantages'^  which  the 
Joint  Stock  of  the  Compaiiy  had  promised :— the  Cotrt,  how- 
ever, adhered  to  the  same  limited  system,  as  in  the  last 
season,  Mpecting  that^  by  reihicing  their  civil  and  mHttary 
establishments  at  Surnt  and  Bombay,  they  would  be  abld^ 
from  the  savings,  to  diseharge  the  debts  which  had  been 
incurred  by  losMis  in  trade  at  Surat^  and  by  the  military 
eharges  stt  Bombay. 

It  was^  liierefore,  resolved,  to  continue  tke  reduced 
estabMshmeM  at  Subat^  Which  was^  htmoeforward,  to  have^ 
instead  of  the  rank  of  a  Premdetuy^  that  of  an  Agmcy  / 
—the  Agent  was  to  have  only  ^^00  per  atmum ;  and  a  pro«« 
l^rtionate  diminution  was  to  take  place  in  the  salaries  of  the 

VOL.  ii«  3  K  Members 
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CHAP.  II.   Members  of  CouncU,  so  that  the  junior  Member  should  only 
1679-80.  have  ^40  per  annum. 

Those  variations,  however,  in  the  amount  of  equipments 
and  stock,  intended  for  the  different  Agencies,  occurred,  to- 
wards the  close  of  this  season,  which  either  must  have  arisen 
from  doubts  being,  at  this  time,  entertained  of  the  perma- 
nency of  peace  between  England  and  the  Maritime  Powers  of 
Europe,  trading  to  the  East-Indies,  or  from  the  irresolution  of 
particular  Directors,  leaning  to  a  limited  trade,  and  the  more 
public  spirit  of  other  Directors,  favouring  a  more  extended 
commerce: — ^In  this  season,  also,  the  Private-Traders  re- 
appeared, none  of  whom  had  interfered  with  the  Company's 
exclusive  privileges,  by  fitting  out  vessels  from  England,  since 
the  restoration  of  the  Company's  Charter  by  the  King,  ip  1661: 
— ^These  Interlopers  were  directed  by  a  Captain  Alley,  whose 
project  was,  to  equip  a  large  ship  at  Cadiz,  to  carry  out  Eu- 
rope commodities,  and  to  return  with  Eastern  produce,  to  be 
disposed  of  in  foreign  European  markets.    , 

Alarmed  at  the  consequences  of  this  intrusion,  the 
Company  applied  to  the  King,  and  obtained  a  letter,  founded 
on  an  Order  of  Council,  directed  to  their  principal  Agents  at 
Surat,  authorizing  them  to  refuse  protection,  and  commercial 
assistance,  to  Interlopers  of  this  description ;  and  the  Court 
sent  commissions,  to  the  same  effect,  to  the  Chiefs  of  their 
different  settlements. 

It 
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It  will  immediately  appear^  however,  from  the  different    CHAP.^r. 
amounts  of  equipments  and  stock  consigned  to  Surat,  and  to  1679 -9(X 
"Fort  St.  George,  that  the  Court  had  received  information  of 
the  views   of  these  Interlopers  being  directed,  chiefly  to  the 
trade  on  the  Coromandel  Coast,  and  the  Bay  of  Bengal. 

The  equipmei^ts  for  Surat  and  Bombay,  in  this  season^  Equipmentf 

,  .  and  stock  for 

<;onsisted  of  three  ships,  or  sixt^n  hundred  tons,  and  the  stock  Saret. 
was  estimated  at  ^123,000,  of  which  the  large  proportion  of 
^99,600  was  in  huUion  : — ^the  investment  expected  was  to  be  of 
the  usual  articles,  sent  from  the  West  Coast  of  India,  and  from 
the  Gulf  of  Persia,  with  the  exception  only  of  a  small  quantity 
of  Surat  goods,  of  a  finer  kind,  amounting  to  ^2,000,  which 
was  ordered  to  be  purchased  at  Surat,  {tnd  sent  to  Bantam.(^> 

In  the  directions  of  the  Court,  for  the  administration  Ordewfor 

coDtinuiog 

of  Bombay,  in  this  season,  we  discover  a  doujbt  of  the  prac-  the  retrench- 
ticabuity  of  carrying  the  orders  of  the  preceding  year  into  Bombay,  and 
execution;  but,  at  the  same  time,  an  adherence  to  the  plan  of  theievenuci. 
xetrenchment : — these  orders  had  specified,  that  the  rank  of 
the  military  officers  of  the  garrison  should  be  lowered,  and 
that  the  militia  should  be  disembodied  :-~afTaid,  on  reflection, 
that  if  this  plan  should  be  adopted,  the  Island  niight  be  lef): 
-defenceless,  the  Court  now  directed,  that  two  companieii  of 
auxifiary  forces  should  be  raised,  composed  of  the  principal 

3  K  2  inhabitants 

(1)— -Letters  from  the  Court  to  the  President  and  Coancil  at  Surat>  14th  Julj  and 
29th  September  1679^  snd  19th  March  1679-8O. 
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CHARH.  inhabitants^  eajch  to  be  commanded  by  a  captain^  a lieatenant, 
1679-80.  and  an  ensign;  the  pay  of  these  officers  not  to  exceed  a 
thousand  xeraphins  per  annum.  By  this  measure^  a  supe*^ 
rior  rank  was  conferred  on  the  officers  commanding  auxiliary 
companies^  to  that  held  by  the  officers  of  the  regular  gar- 
rison^  who  were  ta  be  lieutenants  only.  Thirty  recruits 
were  to  be  embarked  on  the  ships  of  the  season,  which,  with 
the  like  number  serving  as  a  guard  to  the  Factory  of  Surat, 
it  was  considered  would  form  an  English  corps,  equal  to  th^ 
defence  of  the  fort. 

With  the  view  of  proridiog  «  ^w»  equal  to  the  cin)  and 
military  charges  of  the  Government^  the  Cpurt  required^  that 
all  houses  shoxdd  be  valu^ed,  and  a  proportionate  tax  intposed 
on  each;  the  uncultiyated  land  surveyed,  and  let  out.  on  rent ; 
and  the  mftrshy  grounds  drained,^  and  reoijered  fit  for  agri^ 
culture.<^J 
CondUi9i^i  On  the  basifi  of  tibe  .MiformtitiaKi  which,  had  been  received* 

orders  for  re-^ 

linquUhiDg    respectinif  the  trade  with  Pebsia,  the  Court  recommended,  that 

the  trade  at         *^  ° 

Gombroon,  ^.ji^  broad*cIoths  and  tin  should  be  sold,  at  such  prices  aa  they 
would  bring,  and  that  the  proceeds  should  be  applied  to  the 
purchase  of  Caramania  woo),  of  better  quality  than  what 
had  been  received  last  season ;  and,  unless  the  trade  at  Gom* 


(1) — Letter  from  the  Court  to  the  President  and  Council  of  Surat^  jgth  March 
1679*80.—  Letter  from)  the  Court  to  the  Deputy  Governor  and  Council  of  Bombay^ 
J9th  March  1679-8O. 
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brooQ  should  be  more  advantageous  than  it  had  proved  for  chap.  ii. 
several  years,  it  was  to  be  relinquished/^>  1679-80. 

#  In  the  resolutions  of  the  Court,  respecting  the  Settlements  Military  es. 

^  tablisbment 

on  the  ConoMANJDEi;.  Coast,  we  discover,  that  they  intended  at  Fort  st. 

George  to  b« 

to  introduce,  in  some  d^^roe,  the  same  plan  of  retrenchment,  dimiDished* 


which  had  been  adopted  at  Surat  and  Bombay,  and  their  de- 
pendencies; and  yet  it  appears  a  kind  of  contradiction  to  thdor 
own  measures,  that  they  should,  in  this  season  (1679-80)^ 
have  enlarged  the  scale  of  their  equipments  and  stock,  and 
have  required,  from  their  civil  servants,  new  e^rts  to  extend 
and  improve  the  trade,  and  the  utmost  exertions^  from  their 
military  servants,  to  keep  the  place  in .  the  best  state  of  de* 
fefkce  :~-we  can  easily  account  for  the  former,  by  the  necessity 
9f  bearing  down  the  Interlopers  in  the  market ;  bult  can  only 
account  for  the  latter,  by  the  project  of  deriving  from  the 
sayings,  a  sum,  to  be  carried  to  the  Con^any^s  cash :— to  this 
narrow  plan  we  must  rder  the  orders  for  reducing  each  of  the 
eompaxues,  composing  the  garrison,  to  sixty  men ;  for  so  fully 
satisfied  were  the  Court,  of  the  danger  incurred  by  this  ha-^ 
SBordous  experimaokt,  that  they  explaixied  to  the  Agent  and  Conn* 
dl,  that  the  Fort  was  to  be  considered  only  as  a  place  of  secu* 
!  rity  to  their  property  and  servants,  and  that  it  would  be  a 

I  ebeapcr  expedient,  to  purchase  grantjs  from  the  Native  Princes 

audi 

(T)*-LeUer  fEom  the  Court  to  the  BmUeat  and  Cenncil  cf  Sujn/t,  )91hMa«cb 
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CHAP^.   and  States^  for  the  protection  of  trade^   than  to  incur  the 

1679- 80*  heavy  charges  of  enlarging  the  fortifications^  or  adding  to  the 

nnmber  of  the  troops,  which,  at  best,  with  the  appearance 

of    a  military  force,  mi^t  give  umbrage  to  those  Native 

Powers,  whose  armies  the  garrison  could  not  resist. 

Equipments  'Hie  equipments  for  the  Coromandel  Coast,  in  1679-80^ 

and  stock  for 

theCoastand  consisted  of  four  SBjl,    ov  tWo  thousand   one  hundred  and 

Bengal. 

eighty  tons,  and  the  stock  was  estimated  at  ^268,700,  in 
goods  and  bullion,  being  a  larger  amount  than  had,  in  any 
former  period,  been  sent,  in  one  season,  for  the  Compan/s 
trade  at  Fort  St  George,  or  at  its  dependencies  of  Masuli-^ 
patam,  and  in  Bengal. 

This  large  sum  was  chiefly  in  bullion,  with  a  very  mode- 
rate proportion  in  goods:— of  this  stock,  ^100,000  wa* 
to  be  invested  at  the  Fort,  ^60,000  at  Masulipatam  and 
MadapoUam,  and  ^110,000  sent  to  the  Factories  at  the 
Bay  of  Bengal,  It  does  not,  however,  appear,  that  any 
part  of  this  large  stock  was  intended  to  keep  open  the  trade 
between  the  Coromandel  Coast  and  Bantam;  on  the  con« 
trary,  the  Court  allowed  their  servants  to  engage  in  this  trade^ 
on  their  own  private  account,  though,  in  the  orders  of  the 
preceding  years,  this  practice  had  been  strictly  forbidden* 

The  investment  expected  from  the  Coast  was  enumerated 
ki  a  list,  similar  to  those  which  had  been  sent  in  former  sea- 
sons, with  injunctions  to  purchase,  at  as  low  prices  as  might 
he  possible^  and  to   take  greater  care,  in  making  up  4;he 

packages^' 
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packages,  that  the  goods  might  not  be  cut  or  damaged : — ^as    chap.  ii. 
the  cloths  which  had  been  provided  at  Masolipatam  had  an*  1679-80, 
swered  at  the  sales   at  home^  that  Factory  was  ordered  to 
receive  farther  encouragement,  which  was  also  extended  to 
the  new  station  at  Madapollam.  ^^\ 

The  instructions  of  the  Court,  in  this  season,  to  Bengal; 
approved  of  Mr.  Vincent's  exertions,  in  obtaining  the  Nishfln 
from  the  Prince,  referred  to  last  season;  authorized  the 
establishment  of  a  Factory  at  Ballasore;  and  recommended 
the  observance  of  the  regulations,  for  keeping  the  bodks, 
consultations^  &c. ;  and  that  all  accounts  shoidd  be  signed 
by  the  Chief  and  Second  in  Council.  (^> 

The  equipments   for  Bantam,    in  1679-80,    consisted  Ordentotho 

of   three  ships,    or  sixteen  hundred  tons,    with  a  stock  of  tam,  to  im- 
prove tho 
^69,000,  consisting  of  bullion  ,with  a  small  proportion  of  broad*  trade  at 

Amcj,  but 

cloth  :— the  instructions  required,  that  a  good  understanding  to  lessen  tbe 

expences  at 

should  be  cultivated  with  the  King  of  Bantam,  between  whom,  Siam,  T(m- 

;  .  quio,  and 

and  the  Dutch,  a  war  was  apprehended,  in  which  the  Agents  Tywan. 
were  not  to  interfere,  but,  to  rest  on  the  articles  of  the.  late 
peace  bietween  England  and  the  States  General,  and  to  avoid 

any 

(1)— Letter  from  the  King  to  |the  Company's  Agents  and  Councils  on  the  Coast  of 
Coromandel  and  Bay  of  Bengal,  2d  December  I679.— -•-  Commission  from  tbe  Com« 
pany  to  tbeur  Agents  and  Coancili  at  tbe  Coast  of  Coromandel  and  Bay  of  Beog^l^  3d 
December  i679.^«—  Letters  from  the  Court  to  the  Agent  and  Council  of  Fort  St. 
George^  3d  and  31st  December  1679. 

(2)— Letters  from  the  Court  to  the  Agent  and  Facton  at  Hughly,  3d  and  3lst 
December  1^9. 
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CHAP.  11.  any  disputes  that  might  revive  the  animosities  between  the 
1679-80.  Companies  of  the  two  nations : — ^the  like  conciliatory  conduct 
was  recommended  to  be  observed  with  the  King  of  Jambee^ 
to  draw,  if  possible,  a  proportion  of  the  pepper  from  Che- 
ribon  : — directions  were  also  given,  to  establish  a  trade  at 
Amoy,  from  its  being  a  port  belonging  to  a  great  Empire,  in 
which  English  cloths,  and  other  produce,  might  find  a  sale^ 
and  from  which  a  communication  might  perhaps  be  Opened 
with  Japan ;  but  the  Factories  at  Tywan,  Tonquik,  and  SiAia, 
were  to  be  kept  open  on  a  limited  scale,  though  the  produce 
of  those  places  had  not  sold  in  England,  but  with  loss  :  one 
servant,  only,  was,  therefore,  to  be  left  at  each,  to  recov^ 
debto,  and  wind  up  the  Company^s  concerns/^) 
New  feguia.         In  the  tGUOJx   1679-80,    the    Court  took  a  review  of 

dom  foe  &U 

Helena.  thdr  afiairs  at  the  Idand  of  St.  Hslbna,  and  established  a 
code  of  regulations  for  the  future  management  of  the  Islands 
The  substance  of  these  regulations  was,  that  twenty  acres  of 
land,  and  two  cows,  should  be  allotted  to  each  English  family^ 
and  ten  acres^  and  one  eow,  to  each  unmarried  settlet*  ;-*-4hat 
ihe  soldiers  should  be  admitted,  wbeii  dieir  term  df  service 
expired,  to  these  proportions  of  land,  and  that,  in  conmion 
with  the  other  settlers,  military  service  should  be  required  of 
them,  in  guarding  the  Isliuid ;  that  is,  that  every  proprietor 
of  twenty  acres  of  land  should  furnish  a  matt,  to  be  rc^larly 

trained 

(1)-*Letters  firom  the  Court  to  (he  Agent  and  Couficil  at  Bantam^  26th  Kovembtt 
1679*  4th  February  and  19th  March  l6;9-80^  and  14th  April  l68a 
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trained^  and  in  his  turn  to  do  garrison  duty ; — that,  in  the  9^^^',^^' 
event  of  the  death  of  a  settler,  his  land  and  stock  should  1679-80, 
descend  to  his  family,  one  half  to  be  rented  by  the  widow,  for 
her  life,  the  other  to  go  to  his  heirs,  provided  that,  within 
two  years,  they  became  resident  on  the  Island ; — ^that  under 
this  arrangement,  the  force,  or  garrison,  should  be  made 
up  of  the  settlers,  rather  than  of  soldiers  from  England ;  it 
being,  however,  always  understood,  that  one  half  of  the  land 
should  remain  the  exclusive  property  of  the  Company  : — ^the 
Governor  was  strictly  ordered,  should  any  of  the  Interlopers 
touch  at  the  Islands  to  refiise  them  supplies,  refreshment,  or 
assistance  of  any  kind<^> 


The  orders  for  reducmg  the  estabhshments,  bodi  civil  and'  Coart'i  ou 

.  1,1  •  dcrs  for  redo* 

military,  at  Subat  smd  Bombay,  reached  those  places- at  a  cingtheesta- 

bHthment  at 

crisis,  when  the  convulsed  state  of  the  Indian  Continent,  from  Surat  found: 

impractical- 
the  wars,   between  Sevagee  and  the  Mogul,  rendered  it  ha-  ^1®. 

zardous  to  attempt  the  carrying  them  into  execution.  On 
perusing  the  advices  from  Surat,  for  the  season  1679-80,  which 
iiilimated  the  death  of  several  of  the  most  experienced  Com- 
pany's siervants,  and  the  difficulties  under  which  the  depen- 
VOL.  II*  3  L  dendeft 


(1)— Letters  from  the  Ck)urt  to  the  Governor  and  CooDcil  of  St.  Hdena^  24th 
March  1^9-80,  and  14th  April  l6ao. 
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CHAP^.   dencies  were  placed^  it  is  evideat,  that  much  exertion  must 
1679-80  have  been  used  to  provide  investments  to  load  the  three  last 

ships  which  had  arrived,  and  were  dispatched  for  Europe  with 

full  cargoes. 
d!Mr*red  ^°'  ^^  orders  for  reducing  the  Factory  at  Rajahpore, .  and 

from  Seva-  bi-ingiug  off  the  servants,  had  been  opposed,  by  a  prohibition 
^^  or'  ^  Sevagee : — ^the  disserving  the  Factory  at  Carwar  was,  in 
viM^gpccI  ^^^  manner,  impracticable  this  season,  because  it  might 
j:j^jf^25;  offend  that  Chief,  and  because  the  coUecting  of  the  Com- 
Md'i^TrT.  pany's  debts  must  be  a  previous  step.     What  rendered  the 

situation,  both  of  Surat  and  Bombay,  at  this  crisis,  peculiarly 

4 

embarrassing,  was,  the  occupation,  in  October  16/9,  of  the 
Island  of  Kendry,  or  Kenery,  situated  at  the  mouth  of  the 
harbour  of  Bombay,  by  the  troops  of  Sevagee : — ^this  unforeseen 
occurrence  could  not  be  prevented,  because  the  Deputy  Go- 
vernor could  only  employ  armed  boats,  to  oblige  the  invader's 
troops  to  withdraw : — ^he  was,  therefore,  compelled,  from  the 
want  of  force,  to  admit  the  right  of  Sevagee  to  occupy  this 
Island,  on  his '  granting  permission  to  the  Company's  Factors 
at  Rajahpore,  to  return  to  Surat. 

This  event  was  followed  by  one  equally  menacing, 
or  the  seizure  of  the  Island  of  Hendry,  or  Henery,  by 
the  Siddee  or  Mogul  Admiral,  who  assigned,  among  other 
reasons  for  this  measure,  that  the  Mogul  had  been  offended 
at  the  treaty  made  by  the  English  with  Sevagee. 

BOHBAY 
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BoBCBAY,  by  these  events,  was  exposed  to  become  a  con-    chapel 
Quest  to  the  one  or  the  other  of  the  great  Indian  Powers,  1679-80. 

^  •  ^  .  .  ^      Difficulty   of 

and  yet,  under  such  circumstances,  the  positive  order   of  the  executmgthe 

Court's  or- 

Court,  to  reduce  the  troop  of  horse,  and  the  equally  positive  dct»  for  rc- 

^  ^         ^  :e         •^  JT  dacing  the 

order,  for  retrenchment,  were  carried  into  effect,  under  an  military  esta- 

bUshment  at 

e2q>lanation,  that  unless  a  reinforcement,  of  at  least  two  Bombay. 
hundred  English  scddiers,  with  a  proper  officer  to  command 
them,  shoidd  arrive  (a  duty  for  which  Captain  Keigwin,  who 
was  about  to  return  to  England,  was  qualified),  and  unless  a 
proper  marine  force  should  be  established,  to  keep  in  check 
the  fleets  of  Sevagee,  and  of  the  Siddee,  it  was  natural 
to  anticipate  the  loss  of  the  Island  ; — ^nor  were  the  stores  at 
Surat,  or  Swally^  less  exposed,  by  obeying  the  order  to 
withdraw  the  guard,  and  to  bring  it  from  Bombay,  when 
danger  was  apprehended ;  for  the  reports  of  Sevagee's 
intention  of  committing  any  violence  or  depredation,  were 
immediately  followed  by  the  execution  of  them  : — ^it  was^ 
therefore,  obvious,  that  however  expedient,  in  a  com- 
mercial view,  the  reduction  of  the  military  establishment 
at  Bombay,  might  be,  from  the  charges  of  maintaining 
it,,  such  reduction  would  be  dangerous,  and  could  not  be 
attempted,  consistently  with  the  duty  of  their  servants 
to  preserve  the  place,  and  the  trade  of  the  Company/') 

3  L  8  Om 


(i)-.Leiter»fromthePresidency  of  Surat  to  the  Court,  ISthNovembct  l6;9#.2<ltbi 
Jaouarj  1679-80,  and  8th  April  1680. 
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CHAP.  II.  On  comparing  the  letter  of  the  Deputy  Governor  and 

1679-80.  Council, of  Bombay,  to  the  President  at  Surat,  with  his  general 
letters  to  the  Court  during  the  season  1679-80,  it  appears, 
that  however  hard  the  condition  to  which  the  Company's 
servants,  civil  andmUitary,  were  reduced,  by  the  diminution  of 
their  numbers,  rank,  and  allowances,  they  had  complied 
with  the  orders  of  the  Court,  except  in  the  allowances  for 
table-money,  the  civil  charges  of  the  court  of  justice,  and 
tibe  military  changes  of  the  soldiers  and  marines;  and  tb 
account  for  this  deviation  from  their  instructions,  they 
furnished  the  Court  with  an  estimate  of  the  lowest  possible 
scale  to  which  the  charges  could  be  brought,  even  in  a 
time  of  peace,  explaining,  that  this  estimate  could  not  apply 
to  existing  circumstances,  or  to  the  constant  alarm  in 
which  they  were  kept  for  the  safety  of  the  Island ;  and  con- 
cluded, that  they  held  it  to  be  inconsistent  with  the  trust  re- 
posed  in  them,  to  come  under  any  obligations,  not  to  exceed 
the  amount  which  had  been  specified,  when  such  excess,  on 
consultation,  should  appear  unavoidable;  nor  could  they 
promise,  that  the  revenues  would  improve,  while  the  Island 
was  so  imminently  exposed  to  the  Native  Powers,  nor  would  it 
be  prudent  to  discontinue  the  fortifications,  because  the  work- 
men, who  had  received  wages  under  this  head,  havmg  no 
other  subsistence,   would  necessarily  leave  the  Island^  and 

the  cultivation  of  the  land,  of  course,  cease.<^> 

The 

(1) — ^Letters  from  the  Deputy  Gofemor  and  Cooncil  at  Bombay  to  the  RnsideDcjr 
Qi  Sorat,  and  to  the  Courts  7th  and  Slit  December  1679. 
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The  Court  do  not  appear  to  have  received  any   informa*  ^^^J^v* 

tion^  in  this  seasop^  of  the  state  of  their  affairs  at  Foht  St.  1679-80, 
GbobgEi  inB£NGAL,  oratBANTAV, 
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1680-81. 


CHAP.  II.  Thb  domestic  Ancals  of  the  East-India  Company,  for 

1680-81.  the  season  1680-81,  varied  only  from  those  of  the  preceding 
SSioM  "to  y^  i^  a  few  particulars,  the  Court  assigning,  as  a  reason 
tdiigenceof'  for  this  similarity,  that  affairs,  in  Europe,  continued  to  have 

a  large  fleet       - 

fitting  in  the  tbC    SamC    aspCCtS* 

East- Indies.  An  alarm,  at  this  time,  had  been  excited^  by  an  equip*- 

ment  in  the  Baltic,  of  a  squadron  of  six  armed  ships,  of  from 
sixteen  to  forty-four  guns,  accompanied  with  victuallers, 
intended  to  proceed  to  the  Indian  Seas,,  to  make  prizes  of 
the  country  ships,  between  Surat,  Mocha,,  and  the  Gulf  of 
Persia.  As  this  fleet  might  probably  carry  the  colours  of  some 
of  the  European  Maritime  Powers,  the  Presidency  of  Subat 
were  directed  to  notify  this  circumstance  to  the  principal 
Indian  Sovereigns,  and,  to  prevent  misunderstanding,  to  disavow 
any  connexion  between  this  fleet  and  the  East-India  Company. 
Eqnipments  l^e  Company's  equipments  for  Surat  and  its  dependencies, 

Surat.  {qy  this  scasou,  consisted  of  three  ships,  or  fifteen  hundred 

tons,  with  a  stock,  in  goods  and  silver  only,  (no  gold  being  this 
year  sent,  on  account  of  its  low  rate  in  India}  estimated 
at  ^155,000.    The  orders  for  the  investment,  except  in  one 

or 
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f}T  two  articles,  were  similar  to  those  of  the  preceding  year ; —  ^^L5* 
the  purchase  of  diamonds,  which  had  hitherto  been  regarded  1680-81. 
as  the  private-trade  of  the  Company's  servants,  was,  in  future, 
to  be  considered  as  a  branch  of  the  investment,  and  ^20,000 
of  the  stock  was  to  be  allotted  to  this  speculation,  provided 
diamonds,  of  different  descriptions,  could  be  purchased,  at 
rates  which  would  yield  a  mercantile  profit ;  if  this  could  not 
heefkcted]  this  sum  was  to  be  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  ad- 
ditional quantities  of  callicoes : — a  proportion,  also,  of  pepper, 
turmeric,  &c.,  was  to  be  kept  in  store,  ready  to  be  put  on 
board  the  Europe  ships,  to  prevent  dead  freight. 

The  instructions  of  the  preceding  season,  respecting  Car- 
war  and  Rajahpore,  were  to  be  acted  on,  but,  with  discretionary 
powers  to  the  Presidency,  to  accommodate  them  to  the  circum- 
stances in  which  those  Factories  might  be  placed,  with  respect 
to  Sevagee,  that  their  estate  might  be  preserved,  and  their 
debts  recovered.  In  the  event  of  the  President's  coming  to 
Europe,  as  he  had  desired,  Mr.  Child  was  to  succeed^  but 
with  the  Twok  of  j^gent  only.  (■> 

The  Court,  on  considering  the  occupation  of  the  small  Directions 

,    notto  emploir 

Islands  o£  Henery  and  Kenery  by  Sevagee's  fleet,  and  that  of  ^^^^>  ^  ex- 

pel  Sevagee 

the  Siddee,  resolved,  that  if  those  places  coidd  not  be  reco-  ■"**  ^^^  s»^- 

*-  dee  from  He- 

vered  by  negotiation,  (in  the  sequel^  however^  they  were  relin-  n«ry  andKe- 

quished) 

(i)— Letters  &om  the  Court  ie  the  Kresideocf  of  Sunt,  l6th  July  and  15th  August 
t08O,  15th  March  1680-61,  32d  and  25th  April  l681. 
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9^^^J^  quished)  no  attempts  were  to  be  made  to  recover  them  by  force  j 
1680-81.  the  Deputy  Governor  of  Bombay,  was,  however,  censured,  for 
not  calling  upon  the  Company's  ships  to  assist  in  preventing^ 
the  enemy  from  getting  possession  of  them,  as,  by  charter-- 
party,  the  captains  were  bound  to  promote  the  Company's  in- 
terest, by  arms,  as  well  as  by  trade ;— on  every  future  occasion, 
therefore,  it  was  ordered,  that  such  service  should  be  required 
of  them ;  but,  it  was  explained,  that  like  the  Dutch,  the  Go- 
vernor of  Bombay  ought  to  avoid  interferences  in  all  wars 
between  the  great  Indian  Powers,  the  Company  having  no 
adequate  force  for  such  a  service,  and  that  their  ships  and 
soldiers  were  to  act  only  in  insular  situations. 
CaptainKeig.  For  the  greater  security  of  the  Island  of  Bombay,  the 

win,  and  •©•  ^  ,  • 

venty  aoi-      Court,  this  season,  ei^aged  Captain  Keiffwin,  with  the  rank 

diera,  sent  as         ^  •         .  . 

a  re-inforce-   of  Captain  Lieutenant,  and  to  be  third  in  Council  Cno  military 

ment  for  ^  -  v  / 

Bombay.  officer  being  to  rise  above  that  rank)  to  proceed  to  Bombay, 
and  to  have  the  pay  of  six  shillings  per  day,  but  no  allowance 
for  diet  and  lodging : — ^he  was  to  bring  vrith  him  a  reinforce- 
ment of  seventy  English  soldiers,  eighteen  pieces  of  small 
ordnance,  and  a  proportion  of  ammunition,  and  to  command 
the  whole  of  the  military  force  and  militia;  but,  to  balance 
this  additional  charge,  on  the  death,  or  coming  away  of  either 
of  the  Lieutenants,  no  successor  was  to  be  appointed ;  and, 
in  the  event  of  peace,  a  number  of  the  Portuguese  soldiers 
were  to  be  discharged,  proportioned  to  the  re-inforcement  now 
embarked,  ^d  the  garrison  reduced  to  a  fixed  establishment : 

— a 
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*— aliir.  Smith  was  also  scut,  as  A»uty*master^  to  condact  the  9^^^*  J?* 
Mint,  at  a  salary  of  3B6O  per  annum.  <^>  1680-81. 

As  the  trade  to  Persia  eontinned  to  be  unproductive,  the 
Olurt,  this  season,  ordered  the  Agent  at  Gombroon  to  endea- 
ivoor,  by  every  possible  means,  to  reduce  the  charges,  and  to 
dispatch  to  Surat,  such  goods  as  he  might  be  able  to  procure 
iin  ympm  lime  to  meet  the  ships  intended  for  Europe.  (^ 

A  neir  plan  of  administration,  for  the  Government  of  New  plan  of 

administra- 

'JPoBT  St.  George  ajMl  its '  dependencies,  wbb  transmitted  in  tion  for  Fort 

'^  St.  George, 

dus  season  (1680-<81)  mth  the  preliminary  explanation,  that  of  which  Mr. 

it  was  indettkrted  for  the  iai^ger  ^scale  of  trade  wlii6h  the  Court  appointed 

-iMttitted  to  introdiiee  in  that  quarter  of  their  limits.    The 

.Agent,  hitherto,  hod  been  appointed  by  the  Company,  and 

ihe  Council    filled   op    by   removals    of  the   Chiefs,    from 

snbordinate  Factories  :-~tfais  practiee  had  occasioned  freqneBt 

■irr^ularities  and  animosities,   and  it  had  idso  been  found, 

,1iiat  the  persons  who,   in  one   season,    appeared    to  Imfe 

had  the  fullest  confideoce  of  the  Court,  had,  in  the  next, 

been  the  ol^eets,  either  of  their  sui^cion,  or  of  their  condem- 

.notion ;  and  an  example  oceorred,  in  the  present  season,  in 

the    ease    of  Mr.  Streyndiam  Master,    who  was  dismissed 

die  Company's  service,  and  Mr.  Job  Chamoek,   who    bad 

VOL.  n.  3  M  kept 

(l)-^L6tters  from  the  Court  to  the  PresideDcy  of  Sarat^  and  the  Depufj  Covemor 
•Dd  Goonca  at  Bomtey,  tstb  Mtadt  iGn-^l . 

(3)— Letters  from  the  Court  to  the  Preiideocj  of  8ant^  15th  March  1680*S1. 
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CHAP.  II.  kqrt  in  check  the  measures  of  this  Agent  and  Council,  by 
1680-81.  correspondence  with  the  Court,  restor^  to  his  situation,  the 
Court  declaring  to  the  Government  of  Fort  St.  Greorge, 
"  that  they  would  rather  dismiss  the  whole  of  their  other 
^^  Agents,  than  that  Mr.  Charnock  should  not  be  the  Chief 
"  of  Cossimbuzar.'' 

On  this  occasion,  Mr.  William  Gyfibrd  was  appointed 
to  be  Agent  and  Governor  of  Fort  St.  George,  and  a  Coun- 
cil, consisting  of  five  members,  who  were  to  be  responsible 
to  the  Court,  only ;  the  succession,  in  the  event  c^  death,  or 
removal,  to  be  regular  in  those  five,  till  the  pleasure  of  the 
Court  should  be  known : — ^the  Agents,  or  Factors,  at  Masuli- 
patam,  and  at  the  different  stations  in  Bengal,  were  to  remain 
fixed  in  their  situations,  unless,  upon  evidence  of  misbehaviour, 
supercessions  should  be  deemed  necessary  by  the  Governor  and 
Council  at  Madras,  the  reasons  for  which  were  to  be  entered 
on  the  consultations,  and  reported  in  their  general  letters; 
but  no  new  appointment  to  a  seat  in  the  Council  (except 
in  case  of  death)  was  allowed,  without  the  approbation  of 
the  Court,  and,  even  in  this  case,  to  be  provisionally,  only, 
till  such  approbation  should  be  signified.  These  changes  pro- 
ceeded from  the  frequent  disobedience  to  wders,  and  from  the 
indecorous  letters  addressed  to  the  Court  by  their  servants 
abroad. 

On  reviewing  the  commission  to  Mr.  Gyfford,  and  the 
instructions  under  which  he  was  to  act,  it  appears,  that  he 

was 
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was  appointed  Agent^    Governor,  and  Commander-in-Chief^    chap.il 
at  Fort  St.  George  and  its  dependencies,  and  that  the  objects  1680-81. 
of  the  Court  were,  first,  to  do  away  all  dealings  in  private 
trade,  by  their  servants,  in  any  of  the  articles  in  the  Company's 
investments,  of  which  lists  would  annually  be  sent ;  next,  to 
establish  a  strict  obedience  to  orders,  either  r^arding  trade  or 
the  internal  administration  of  Madras  and  its  dependencies, 
in  particular^  to  prevent  building  houses  of  any  kind,  ex- 
cept in  such  places  as  were  under  the  Company's  immediate, 
command ;  and,    lastly,  to  encrease  the  revenues  of  Madras, 
by  lowering  the  customs,  and  imposing  a  duty  on  artides  of 
consumption  :— if  any  discontent  should  appear,  it  was  to  be 
explained,  that  those  who  lived  under  the  English  protection 
must  contribute  to  the  charges,  by  which  that  protection  was 
maintained. 

The  equipments  for   Fort  St.    George,    in  the   season  Equipment 

and  stock  for 

1 680-81 ,  consisted  of  five  ships,  or  two  thousand  six  hundred  and  Fort  st. 

George  and 

ninety  tons,  and  the  stock  was  estimated  at  5^373,000,  chiefly  Bengal. 
in  bullion : — ^150,000  of  this  amount,  in  money  land 
goods,  was  to  be  appropriated  to  the  Factories  in  Bbngal  ; 
5670,000,  to.  Masulipatam  j  ^60,000,  to  be  invested  in 
diamonds ;  and  the  remainder,  or  near  ^100,000,  was  to  re- 
main at  the  Fort,  to  provide  the  investment  for  the  subsequent 
year. 

If  the  Company's  orders  for  cloths,  silks,  &c.,  could  not 
be  fulfilled,  a  discretionary  power,  for  this  season  only,  was 

3  M  2  given 
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CHAF.  II.  given  to  the  Agent,  to  compleat  the  lading  with  such  additional^ 
1680-81.  quantities  of  other  goods  as  would  vend  in  England,  though 
not  included  in  the  lists  sent : — ^the  Company's  servants  wers 
prohibited,  (till  af);er  the  Company's  ships  should  be  dispatched 
for  Europe)  to  trade  in  any  articles  in  tiiieir  lists,  because  a 
quantity  of  raw*silk  from  Bengal,  laat  year^  had  been  amtf 
through  illicit  interferences,  which  had  depressed  the  pigioeS) 
at  the  sales : — ^the  trade  in  diamonds  was,  excluaively,  to* 
be  on  the  Company's  account : — ^the  diamonds- were  to  be  pur-* 
chased  at  Madras  only,  as  bringing  them  fi^m  Golcondah  waa; 
hazardous,  and  as  Madras  ought  to:  be  the  principal  mart  in 
India,  for  this  article : — ^this  part  of  thcr  trade  Wa&  to  be  carded . 
onunder  the  following  regulations  :-^three  per  omt  frdgfat  waa 
to  be  allowed  for  diamonds  imported,  oAe-half<to  the  ownens,  and* 
one-half  to  the  commanders  ;  and  five  per  cent,  commission,  oi^. 
the  purchase,  one-haif  to  the  President,  or  Ag^nt,  making  such 
purchase,  and  the  other  half  to  the  respective  CounciU : — if  the 
profit  on  the  diamonds  sold  in  England,  should  ^ceed^60  per 
centw  (including  interest  apd  insurance)  sudbi  excess  was  to  ba. 
equally  divided,  one  moiety  to  bdk)»g»  to  the  Company^,  and  the 
other  to  the  President,  ikgent,  and  Councils,  by  whom  the. 
diamonds  had  been  obtained,   in  equal  propbrtioos,  but  noit 
to  be  paid' tilt  their  return  to:  Eoglandi  ^^^ 

Thft 

(1) — ^Letter  from  the  Court  to  the  Gorernor  and  Connci]  at  Fort  St.  George ;  Coin« 
mission  to  Mr.  William  Gyfibrd  to  be  Agent  and  Governor  at  Fort  St.  Geoige;  and  Regu- 
lations about  the  Diamond  Trade  3  5tb  January  1660-61. 
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The  Bbkgal  Agents,  this  season,  were*  onlendi  to  chap.il 
transmit  copies  of  all  journals  and  consultations;  to  obtain,  full  1680 »£k 
quantities  of  silks  and  tafiaties ;  to  send  equal  proportions  of 
stock  to  Dacca  and  Malda ;  to  make  Ballasore  a  buying,  as 
well  as  a  shipping  Factory,  with  a  stock  of  ^20,000,  and  not 
to  interrupt  the  silk  investments,  by  their  private  trade ;  to  pay 
particular  attention  to  the  packing  and  sorting  of  goods;  to 
dispatch  the  ships  early  for  Europe;  and  whatever  Phinnaunds^ 
NisMns,  or  Perwannahs^  diey  might  hereaftw  procure,  were 
to  be  in  the  name  of  the  London  East-India  Conqpany,  only.  (^>' 

The  same  regular  plan,   as  ordered^  tot  the  flovemment  ^^^  v^^^ 

^  ^  *=*  of  adtninis* 

and' trade  of  Fort  St.  George,  was,  this  season,  transmitted^^^'^^"^^' 

^  Bantam. 

to  Bantam  and  its  diBpendencies.  Mr.  Bowyer,  with  six 
Members  of  Council,  were  rested  with  the  administration, 
and  their  salaries  specified  :-~an  allowance  was  fixed  for  the 
Factors  at  Amoy,  Tonquin,  &c.  and  r^ularity  in  keying 
accountis  and  journals  to  be  obsepved>  o^ies  of  which  were 
to  be  annually  transmitted  to  England. 

The  equipments  for  Bantam  consisted  of  lihree  ships,  with  Equipmenu, 

stock,  and 

a  stock  estimated  at  ^€8^,000^  o&  which  fifty  thousand  dollars  commercial 

1        rwi  •  1       instructions, 

were  to  be  sent  to  Amoy,  and  fifty  thousand  to  Tonqum ;  the  for  Bantam 

and  subordi- 

remainder  to.  be  imrested  in  peppsr  and  ginger,  at  Bantam,  nate  ijtftioai. 
The  Factories  at  Siam.  aa^  Jambee  wore  again  entered  tp  be 
diwolvod ;  but,  notwithstanding  the  direction  for  withdrawmg 

the 

(i)-LetterfiEomthoCkiait  to  the  i^M«Bd  Factm  at  HncWjr,  «1»  J^ 
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CHARiL  the  Factory  at  Tonquin,  in  the  preceding  year,  another  experi- 
1680-81.  ment  was  to  be  made^  to  obtain  silks,  and  a  Mn  Blundel,  a 
person  particularly  skilful  in  this  article,  sent  from  England,  to 
examine  whether  that  trade  could  be  turned  to  more  advantage, 
than  it  hitherto  had  been,  or,  by  any  expedient,  connected 
with  that  of  Japan : — the  Factory  at  Amoy  was  supplied  with 
goods  and  stock,  to  purchase  silks,  musk,  &cl,  and  if  possi- 
ble, to  extend  from  that  port  the  sale  of  Englbh  produce. 

It  does  not  appear,  that,  as  yet,  teas  ^ere  in  any 
estimation,  not  being  mentioned  in  the  orders  of  this  season ; 
or  that  the  Court  bad  any  farther  idea  of  the  China 
trade,  than  that,  through  so  extensive  an  Empire,  the  sale 
of  English  produce  might  be  augmented,  and  silks  pro- 
cured; but  they  repeated,  that,  in  return  to  the  invitation 
of  the  Viceroy  of  Canton,  the  Agent  was  to  inform  him, 
that  as  soon  as  the  wars  in  China  should  be  over,  the  Eng- 
lish would  readily  make  an  experiment  of  trading  to  that 
port.O) 


More  la.  The  foreign  Annals  of  the  Company,   beginning  with 

vonrable 

prospects  of   those  of  SuRAT,  in  the  season  1680-81,  open  with  the  im-> 

trade,  from 

portant 

(O^Lettersfirom  the  Court  to  the  Agent  and  Cooncil  at  Bantam,  25th  ^ogntt 
1680>  and  5th  January  1680-81.——  Letters  from  the  Court  to  the  Factors  at  Amoy  and 
Tonqnln^  25th  August  iGBO. 
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portant  information  of  the  death  of  Sevagee,  whose  talents  ^v^^^'3' 
and  intrepidity  had  so  long  opposed  the  Mogul  Government  1680-81. 

the  death  of 

and  the  armies  of  Amnngzebe.     By  the  wars  of  these  two  Sevagee  and 

the  accession 

great  Chiefs,  the  Peninsula  of  India  had  been  divided  for  a  ofSambagee. 
long  series  of  years,  and  trade  obstructed,  as  the  predomi- 
nance of  the  one  or  of  the  other  appeared  probable : — ^this 
had  been  severely  felt,  not  only  at  Surat,  but  at  aH  the  Fac- 
tories on  the  Malabar  Coast,  and  each,  in  its  turn,  had  been 
kept  in  uncertainty  and  alarm,  sometimes  forming,  but  more 
frequently  withdrawing.  Factories  and  Stations,  and  often  in 
danger  of  losing  those  rights  and  privileges,  which  had  been 
so  expensively  purchased,  and  often,  also,  in  danger  of 
being  plundered,  and  excluded  from  the  East-India  com- 
merce. 

The  first  impression  on  the  Presidency  of  Surat,  from 
Sevagee's  death,  was,  that  his  successor,  Sambagee  Rajah, 
would,  ft*om  his  character,,  be  more  steady  in  his  politics,  and 
better  disposed  towards  the  trade  of  the  Company,  and  there- 
fore they  regretted,  that  the  orders  of  the  Court,  for  with- 
drawing the  Factory  fi-om  Carwar  (for  which  one  of  the 
lately  arrived  Compan/s  ships  had  been  dispatched)  would 
narrow  the  means  of  obtaining  pepper,  and  other  Malabar 
goods,  and  prevent  the  enlarged  tonnage,  sent  this  season, 
from  being  filled.  Agreeably  to  the  orders  of  their  employers, 
and  to  prevent  this  consequence,  expedients  had  been  tried, 
and  hopes  held  out,  notwithstanding  the  arrival  of  a  large 

French 
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CHAP^.   IVenck  ship,  with  broad-cloth,  and  other  goods  £tted  for  the 

1680-81.  market,  that  the  ships  might  be  fiiUy  laden. 

^^^  hL^***         This  prospect,  however,   was   obstructod,  by  an  onkr 

atigiMDttiie  ji^jji  Aurungzebe  to  impose  a  heavy  contribution  on  all  his 

two^o^Xce  ™^j^^^>  ^^^9  among  others,  on  the  European  Faetories  at 

Snt**^^^*^  Surat: — on  compliance  being  refused,  as  being  contrary  to 

grants  and  privil^es,    an  order  arrived  to  re-establish  the 

ancient  duty  of  three  and  a  half  per  cent,  customs,  instead 

of  two  per  cent.:— ^this  order  obliged  the  Presidency  to  oflfer, 

in  conjunction  with  the  French  and  Dutch,  a  present  to  the 

Governor,    of  thirty  thousand  rupees,  provided,  by  his  in- 

terest,  the  former  rate  of   two  per  cent,  customs  should  be 

allowed  to  continue.  <'> 

It  does  not  appear,  from  the  subsequent  dispatches,  that 
a  grant  to  this  effect,  was  obtained,  the  rebellion  of  Sultan 
Acbar,  the  third  son  of  Aurungzebe,  supported  by  the  Raj- 
poots, having  prevented  all  n^otiation. 
TiieinvetN  The  large  investment  which  had  been  put  on  board  the 

roeot  for  Eu- 
rope consi-    <3ompany's  ships  for  Europe,  amounting,  in  cloths  and  pepper, 

to  9,73,000  rupees,  the  Plresideney  exj^ined  to  have  been 

obtained,  partly  from  their  having  received  a  small  quantity  oif 

doth,  and  other  Europe  commodities,  only,  by  which  means 

they  had  disposed  of  the  aitides  remaining  in  ertore,  to  mntk 

greater   advantage   than  could  have  been  anticipated,  but 

dbiiffly 

(l)-»Letter8  from  the  Court  to  the  Fteiideit  and  Cdttncil  at  Surat^  18th  October 
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chiefly  6rom  thelai^  quantity  of  buUioii,  which  had  enaUed  chai^h. 
them  not  only  to  discharge  the  debt  at  interest^  but  to  have  1680-»B1» 
ftinds,  to  the  amount  of  neaiiy  ^£30,000,  to  begin  the  invest- 
ment for  the  subsequent  season  i--^^  however,  the  tonnage  which 
the  Court  proposed  should  airive,  they  would  be  obliged  to  take 
up  money  at  interest,  but  the  stock  in  hand  would  f^imish 
fonds  to  theVactors  at  Carwar,  Calicut,  and  Dttngom,  to 
provide  pepper,  cai5Bia-%num,  and  cloth,  agreeaUy  to  the 
Court's  orders. 

The  Presidency  next  explained,  that  Aongh  they  would 
endeavour  to  carry  the  Oaurf  s  ordera,  respecting  the  trade  in 
diamonds,  into  4^fect,  they  must  eomplain^  that  this  was 
taking  from  them  the  only  remaining  meaitf,  by  which  they 
could  trade,  on  their  private  account 

To  the  letters  of  ihe  President  aid  Cottfldl  wei«  Mri>^ 
joined  a  list  of  Eiaiope  goods  required  fin-  the  next  season;  or 
two  thousand  fire  hundred  pieces  of  broad-olollis,  twenty 
dbeats  iif  coral,  amdiiircfe  of  cochineal.  <'> 

The  mtemal  circumstances  <ff  the  Iskad  of  fi^MAAV,  Tndeand 
tUs  season,  were  more  favouraible,  than,  from  the  alarming  b^^j  im- 
events  in  the  preceding  year,  could  have  be«i  antidpated;  ^^^^^' 
for  though  the  Islands  of  Henery  and  Kenery  had  been  occu* 
pied  by  the  forces  of  Sevagee,  and  of  the  Mogul,  and  a  humir 
Jiating  truce,  or  trea^^  condbded  by  the  Deptiity  Governor 
VOL.  II.  3  N  and 

(I)— Letters  from  the  Prettdency  of  Sunt  to  tbe  Courts  a4th  Januaiy  IflHMIj  add 
Ilth  April  1661. 
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CHAP.  II. 

1680-81. 


Phinnaand 
obtained  from 
the  King  of 
Persia^  for 
payment  of 
part  of  the 
arrears  of 
customs  at 
Gombrooik 


and  Council^  acquiescing  in  those  Chiefs'  retaining  these 
stations^  the  trade  had  neither  decreased^  nor  the  number  of 
inhabitants  in  Bombay  been  diminished;  for  the  revenues, 
which  had  been  farmed,  produced  more  than  in  former  sea- 
sons, and  the  garrison  had  been  reinforced  by  the  guard  from 
Surat,  and  the  arrival  of  twenty-eight  recruits.  <^> 

In  Persia,  the  sales  and  purchases  at  Grombroon  had 
been  depressed,  although  Mr.  Ptettit,  the  ^gent,  had  ob- 
tained a  Phirmaund  from  the  King  of  Persia^  for  the  pay- 
ment of  a  thousand  tomands,  or  above  ^3,000  sterling,  as 
•the  moiety  of  custcmi^,  for  the  preceding  season  ;  and  he  was 
in' ^cpectatidn  of  receiving  another  thousand  tomands,  as 
the  moiety  for  the  current  year.  <^> 

The  accounts  of  th/s  proceedings  of  the  Government  of 
Fo&T  St.  Gbobgb,  <m  the  new  .constitution  which  had  been 
laromulgated^  did  not  teach  England  this  season,  and  the 
commercial  measures  adopts  for  providing  the  investment 
at  the  Fort,  and  at  the  Factories  in  Bengal,  are  the  only  facts 
detailed  in  the  Company's. records.  <^> 

It  does. not  appear,  that  any  comnmnicaticn.  was  reoei^red; 
this  season,  from  Bakiiah. 


(l)^Letter  from  the  Fresidencjr  of  Sdrat  to  the  Coart^  24th  January  1080-81^  and 
Tlth  April  1^1.  •  .     »     •  ; 

(ay^ttm  6m  tke  nsafdeaqr  of  SuBt  t»  the  Codkt;  oith^noairf  1030^81/  «^ 
lltl)  April  1661. 

(3)— Letter  from  the  Agency  of  Fort  St.  George  to  the  Factories  in  Bengal^  12th 
Almost  1(!60.  . 
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1681-82. 


In  1^1-82,  the  measures  recommended  for  the   trade   chap.  II. 
«f  StTBAT  (now  again  allowed  to  resume  the  rank  of  a  Pre*  1681-82. 
<»u2enc^)  exhibited  aspects^  which  mark  the  shifting  state  of  Sw-at  resto- 
the' Company's  domestic  aiikirs.  Jf"K ,  ^    * 

*       •'  Presidency. 

At  the  opening  of  the  season^  six  small  vessels^  from  Equipment 
dnehuridred  and  thirty^  to  three  hundred  tons^  were  proposed  surat. 
to  be  dispatched^  for  what  the  Court  termed  the  China  trade^ 
that  is,  to  proceed  to  Tonquin  and  Amoy,  and  having  obtained 
from  the  Factors,  therfe,'  such  produce,  silks,  velvets,  &c.,  as 
lliey  had  provided,  to  return  to  Surat,  and  complete  their 
cargoes  with  pepper,  cardamoms,  cassia-ligniim,  &c.,  and 
thence  to  be  dispatched  for  Europe.  As  the  season  advanced, 
information  was  received,  that  the  Tartars  had  driven  the 
Chinese  irom  Amoy,  that  the  Company's  Factory  had  been' 
destroyed,  and  their  servants  had  escaped  to  Tonquin  and 
Bantam ;  this  speculation  was,  therefore,  suspended,  and  the 
vessels  ordered  to  be  filled  up,  from  the  Company's  warehouses 
at  Surat,  and  to  proceed  for  Europe. 

This  event  did  not  damp  the  commercial  enterprizes  of 
the  Company,  for  the  equipments  consigned  to  Siirat  c6nsisted 
of  six  ships,  carrying  about  two  thousand  five  hundred  tons,* 

3  N  2  with 
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CHAP.n;   ^th  a  stock,  estimated  at  ^178,000  in  bullion  and  goods, 
1681-82.  ^20,000  of  which  was  appropriated  to  the  purchase  of  dia- 
monds, and  the  remainder  to  be  invested  in  Surat  cloths^ 
and  the  produce  of  the  dependencies  of  that  Presidency. 
Mr.  John  To  conduct  this  new  and  enlarsfed  scale  of  trade,  Mr.  John 

Child  ap.  .  •  ^ 

pointed  Pte-  QgaiA.  bf^t^  t»  Sir  Josiah  Child*  the  Goveroor  <tf  the  East- 

HdcntofSo^ 

layriApar.  J^^  CoQipany,  was  appointed  President  of  Swat,  with  » 
ain»caom  to  CouQoft  of  ^ht:<-*>t1ie  Secottd  i»  CoimeE  was  to  bave^ 
rJbiwLn£  i°"^c^te  charge  of  the  Persian  ttade,  and  one  e£  the  cAhsr 
toretiaiiidia.  |^|;e|i|ber8  (at  the  dkcretuwk  of  the  Pk^esideDt,)  tQ  be 
Pefmty  Goven^or  «f  Bcwba^  :-~4he  msw  Fr^sidtrnt  and 
his  Co«Bdl  w«re  to  re-estahBsh  the  Faetoiy  at  Cfunr«r>  aad  to 
iibtiuii  ui£nniiati«ii,  in  what  ]^oHs  or  cowitfies  it  ioi^t  he 
practicable  to  atten^  the  opening  of  trade,  particukriy  tiie 
aak  of  Itygfah  staplea  or  bvoad-ellBdia,  it  hftmng  bboonie  a 
fcrourite  otji^et,  with  the  Kiog  mA  y/iik  the  Farlianent^ 
t^  «aeo«iragetb(e^  home  manufactwes ',  at>d  to  aeeond  thif  pvMtc 
measure,  the  Coart  held  it  to  be  their  dntf  to  extend  the 
track,,  at  ^  ais  poissiWe,  to  all  tibe  comilrks  vithia  thdr 
Ifanats,  th«k  tjie^  might  obviate  a  prt^iidice,  whith  was  begin- 
ning  to  prevail  in  Enghvad,  that  thejr  bad  not  fiilfiUed  the  intcsH 
iaiaoa  of  the  Kxoig,  in  grantbg  them  ^elashe  jHriviteges, 
or  that  they  ought  not,  for  the  pubUe  goocl»  to  jj^vent 
pdvate  latl^ants  firom  asading  ships  and  stock  to  p<»tt,.  and 
to  ceontries,  in  wfaldk  the  JSritish  trade  bfulnot,  hitherto,  beea 
introdneed. 

The 
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The  applicaiioD  of  the  large  stock  of  the  preceding  year^  Q^P-  n- 
to   discharge  the  debt  at   interest^    and    the    carrying  the  1681 -^» 
bahiooe  of  ^30^000  to  the  account  of  the  investment  fknr  the 
mhseqoent  year,  was  approved  of;   bnt,   in  future^  it  was 
ordered^  that  mon^  should  not  be  taken  up  in  India^  at  a 
liiglffir  interest  than  six  per  cent.  <^> 

On  oompanng  the  instructions  to  Snrat^  regarding  the  Ordenforir' 
Island  of  Bombay^    with  the    orders  to  the   Deputy    Go^  cWii  Ld  mi- 
Tcmar^  we  find^  that  the  Court  approved  of  the  measures  of  Bomba^^ 
which  had  been  adopted^  for  averting  the  dangers  with  which 
the  Ishusd  had  been  threatened,  by  the  occupation  of  the 
Islands  of  Heoery  and  Kenery,  by  the  forces  of  Seragee  and 
the  Siddee ;  and  though  they  admitted,  in  so  difficult  a  case, 
that  it  ini^ht  be  often  hazardous  to  carry  the  jntruetions  for 
ivtrenchment  into  effect^  or  to  raise  a  sum  in  the  Island,  equal 
to  the  dharges,  yet  thejr  limited  the  expences  to  72>000  xera-^ 
pfaias   per  annum,  and  appointed  Captain  Kagwin  to    be 
Captain   lieutenant,  and  to  command  the  garrisoo,   witb 
the  pay  of  six  shillings  per  day ;  but  revoked  the  order  for 
his  having  a  seat  in  Coundl.  <^ 

A  new  plan  of  trade  with  Psksia  was  next  prc^cted,.  or  to  pian  for  revi- 
connect  tihe  trade  of  the  two  Gul&,  with  that  of  Surat ; — and  sian  trade, 

,        and  connect- 
Wlth  ing  it  with 
the  trade  to 
Mocha. 
(l)^Letter9  from  the  Court  to  the  Presidency  of  Surat,  10th  February  l681-82j 

and  6th  April  l682. 

(2)— letter  from  the  Court  to  the  Deputy  Gore/iior  and  CoubcU  of  BombajrrSKI 
fokoary  1661-82. 
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CHAP,  n.  this  view,  the  Dra^n,  a  small  vessel  of  one  huadred  and 
1681  -32.  eighty  tons,'  carrying  eighteen  guns,  was  equipped  :— this 
ship  wa£  to  proceed  from  En^and,  early  in  the  season,  and 
to  touch  first  at  the  Island  of.  Socotora,  to  purchase  abbisj 
whicb  were  to  be  put '.  on  board  country  Tessels,  .  and  seat 
to  Mocha,  at  which  the  supercargo,  after  he  had  disposed  of 
the  English  produce,  was  .to  purchase  cofiee  and  olibanum  ; 
these  i^ips  were  dien  to  proceed  to  Gombroon,  in  the  Gulf  of 
Persia,  to  meet  the  Dragon,  and  to  receive .  instructions;^ 
which  were  to  be  sent  over-land. :  ' 

.  The  Dragon  was  not  to  remain  at.  Gombroon,  more  than 
one  day,  but  proceed,  up  the  Gulf,  to  Biissorah,  and  make  the 
like  attempt  to  dii^ose  of  the  English  goods,  and  of  the  coffee 
and  olibanum  procured  at  Mocha : — ^from  Bussorah  she  was  tcr 
return  to  Gombroon,  with  the  money  arising  froin  the  disposal 
of  her  cargo^  and  there  to  take  in  such  Persian  goods  as  had 
been  provided  by  the  Factors,  and  thence  to  sail'  to  Surat; 
to  be  filled  up  with  gruff  goods  from. the  warehoieses,  of 
godowns,  and  to  accompany  the  regular  ships  to  Eur<^e: 
Mr.  John  Gibbs  was  appointed  Ag^it  at  Persia,  to  superin^ 
tend  this  trade,  with  a  Council  of  four,  who  were  to 
succeed  by  seniority,  in  the  event  of  death  or  removal  This 
is  the  first  instance  which  occurs  of  a  speculation,  to  con- 
nect the  trade  in  the  Gulfs  of  Arabia  and  Persia,  with  what, 
in  after  times,  became  the  Factories  or  stations  subordinate 
io  j;h(B  Priesidency  of  Surat,  or  Bombay,  and  thus  to  encrease 

the. 
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the  circuit  of  excbanges  between  Arabia^  Persia^  the  West    chap,  il 
.Coast  of  India,  and  England/^)  ^  1681-82. 

Tlie  resolutions  of  the  Courts  upoki  which  their  instruc-  Directions  to 

the  Agent  at 

tions  to  the  Agent  and  Council  at  Fort  St.  George,  for  the  Fort  st. 

George,    for 

reason   1681-82,   were  founded,   proceeded  upon  the  alarm  counteract- 
ing the 
given  by  the  Interlopers,  Privateers,  or  Private-Traders  (terms  scbemci  of 

indiscriminately   used)  to  obstruct  the   Company's  exclusive  P^"- 

privileges,  under  the  specious  pretext  of  extending  the  English 

trade  to  the  East-Indies ;  that  is^  to  commence  an  undefined 

open   trade^  in  c^osition   to  that  on  a  Joint  Stock,   with 

exclusive    privileges.      This   attack  roused  the    attention    of 

the  Court,  and  induced  them  to  call  lipon  the  Proprietors,  to 

pay  into  the   Company's  treasury,  at  specified  times,  within 

the  season,   the  full   amount  of  their  subscriptions,  by  two 

instalments,  to  prove  .to  the  Nation,  that  they  were  employing 

their  utmost  means,  to  carry  on  the  trade  to  theEast-^Indies^ 

on  the  largest  possible  scale  :- — by  this  spirited  effort^  the  Court 

trusted  that  they  should  beaMeto  overset  the  plans  of  the  In* 

terlopers,  and  to  bear  down  the  stock,  equipments,  and  illegal 

projects,  of  individuals.     The  Compan/s  Agents  were,.  ak;o^ 

•to  seize  on  these  illicit  traders^  and  to  offer  to  the  parties  (the 

master  and  purser  excepted)  the  payment  of  their  fiill  wages, 

t  and 

(l)^Letler  from  the  Coart  to  tbe  Fretidency  of  Sunt,  20th  May  1681 . Lettera 

from  the  Court  to  the  Agent  and  Factors  at  Persia^  20th  May  and  12th  Aagnst  l68l,  and 
8th  Febiuary  1681-82. 
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CHAP^.  and  an  exemption  fipom  aD  canseqnences^  if  they  would  deliver 
^  1681-82*  up  the  ships  and  cargoes ;  the  Agents^  in  every  part  of  India^ 
were  to  be  indemnified  from  all  the  consequences  of  seizing 
on  Interlopers  aind  thdr  eflbcts :  hat  any  of  die  Company'f 
iiervanti,  who  might  encourage  them,  or  second  their  views, 
were  to  be  seimd,  and  sent  to  England 

That  the  Company  might  not  leave  this  important  concern 
^entirdy  to  the  fiddity  or  exertions  of  their  so^vants,  in  Lddia, 
they  instituted  a  prosecntion  against  the  Interlopers,  in  England, 
by  seizing,  in  the  river  Thames,  the  ships  belonging  to  Crisp 
and  Fitt,  two  Interhqien,  and  ha^ng  them  prosecuted  by 
the  Attorney  General,  and  condemned: — ^that  no  doubt 
might  remain  of  the  Company's  right/ under  their  exdusive 
privileges,  to  take  such  coercive  measures,  both  at  home  and 
abroad,  they  obtidned  from  the  King,  additional  powers, 
vesting  tiiem  with  antbority  for  these  proceedmgs« 

Having  unfolded  the  jnindples  upon  which  due  Court 
ftcted,  we  have  to  advert  to  die  amount  of  ib6  tonnage  ^nd 
stock,  easceeding  in  quantify  and  vriue  (upon  the  basis  d  the 
mibscription  of  the  Prqirielois  which,  had  been  caUed  m)  the 
equipment  of  any  former  seas<m,  and  to  eiqplain,  from  the 
eomraercial  orders  fdr  tibe  appropriation  of  both,  the  instruc* 
tions  to  establish  new  Factories,  at  such  ports,  as  it  was 
conjectured  the  Interlopers  might  visit ;  and,  farther  to  ^ 
Btrengtben  this  resolution,  dncretionary  powers  were  given, 

''  to 
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"  to  spare  no  money  in  preseiits  to  the  Native  Powers/*  to  charji. 

present  the  Interlopers  from  obtaining  protection,  1681  -82. 

The  equipments  for  the  season  I68I-829  to  Fort  St.  George^  ^^  equip. 

alone,  consisted  of  dx  ships,  #r  three  thoosand  eifi;ht  hun«  !f^i^  ^^  ^^ 

^  '^^  **  St.  George 

dred  tons,  widi  a  stock  in  goods  and  bullion^  estimated  at  ^<iBen^ 

^530,000 : — ^^660,000  was  to  be  appropriated  to  the  purchase 

of  diamonds;    ^150,000  to  remain   at  the  Fwt,   for   the 

doth  investments ;  ^90,000  for  Masulipatam  and  Madapol* 

lam,  and  ^230,000  for  the  Bay  of  Bengal    It  was  explained, 

that  this  very  large  stock  was  intended  to  counteract  the 

Dutch,  who  were  now  imitating  the  English,  for  instead  of 

sending,  as  formerly,  all  their  goods  to  thdr  grand  depot  at 

Batavia,  thence  to  be  shipped  for  Europe,  they  had  ordered 

their  ships  to  proceed  direct  to  Holland,  from  the  ports  at 

which  the  cargoes  were  procured :— for  this  purpose  they  had, 

in  this  season,  fitted  out  no  less  thai^  twenty  sail  :-^-*from  sdbse- 

quent  information,  it  was  discovered  that  the  I>utch  intended 

to  estabfish  their  exclusive  monopoly  rather  by  force  of  arms, 

(three  thousand  troops  bding  embarked  in  this  fleet)  than  by 

the  weight  of  their  stock,  reported  to  be  about  ^140,000, 

which  the  Court  were  of  opinion,    could  not  commercially 

preponderate  against  the  very  laige  stock  of  the  Company, 

sent  to  Fort  St  George,   and  its  dependencies. 

A  Factory  was  ordered  to  be  established  at  Porto  Novo, 
to  which  place  it  was  apprehended  the  Interlopers  might 
resort,  and  every  expedient  which   the  Agent  and  Council 

VOL.  II.  3  0  could 
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CHAP.ll.  could  devise^  "  both  thwe  and  elsewhere/'  was  to  be  enr- 
1681  -82.  ployed^  to  obstruct  their  progress^  and  ruin  their  enterprizej^^> 
In  the  course  of  this  season,  infbrmaticm  was  also  ob- 
tained, that  the  Interlc^rs  were  fitting  out  two  additional 
ships,  under  Obtains  Dorell  and  Pitt,  against  whose  schemes 
all  the  positive  orders  above  recited,  were  repeated,  and  obe^ 
dience  to  them  enjoined^ .  under  pain  of  the  King's  displeasure, 
and  dismission  from  the  Company's  service/^ 

Another  change  of  system  occurred  in  this  season,  which 
IS  important^  rather  from  the  events  to  which  it  subsequently 
gave  rise,  than  from  its  iomiediate  effects. 
Beagdecm-  The  trade  to  BxKGAi.,  both  in  its  origin  and  progress,. 

diiiiiict  had,  hitherto,  been  subservient  to  that  of  the  Coromandel 
>£t^  ^  Coast,  and  under  the  control  of  the  Agent  and  Council  at 
Mr.  Ifodgeft^  Fort  St.  George :  this  control,  however,  had  been  irregularly 

one  of  the  .  o  / 

Bisoeton^      exerdsed,  probably  from. the  circumstance  of   the  Agent  at 

appointed  ' 

Agent  at      Hughly,  and  not  unfrequently  at  the  lesser  Factories^  having 

Hnghly,  and  ^ 

Governor  of  an  eventual  title  to  succession,  sometimes  to  the  Government,, 
the  Compft.  ^  '* 

ny't  Settle-   and^   often,  to  a  seat  in  the  Council  of  Fort  St.  Georee ; 

nentiinBen-       ^  '  ^  ©    » 

(^  it  frequently  occurred,  akoy  that  this  control  was  evaded,  by 

the   expectation  of   succeeding  to  the   Government   of  the 
Fort,  at  which  aa  opportunity  would  he  given  to  justify  pro- 
ceedings 

(t)— 'Letters  from  the-Coortto  the  Agent  and  Cbancil' at  Fort  St.  George,  20tb  Ma/ 
2ad  Jul/,  IStLand  30th  November,  and  3(Mh  December  1681. 

(2)— Letters  from  the  Coart  to  the  Agent  and  Council,  at  Fort  St.  George^  8th  and: 
15th  February,  and  lOtb  Match  L<J8]-8a; 
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ceedings,  improper  in  themselves^  and  sometimes  the  foun-  chap,  il 
dation  of  blame  by  the  Coart  These  removals  of  Agents  1681  -82. 
and  Factors,  managing  the  Company'is  interests  on  the  Coast» 
or  in  Bengal,  had  produced  irregularities ;  the  last,  and  most 
striking  instance  of  which  was  the  dismission  of  Mr.  Master, 
at  Fort  St  George,  and  the  confirmation  of  Mr.  Job  Chamock, 
as  Chief  of  Cossimbuzar : — it  was,  therefore,  determined,  on 
taking  into  consideration  the  evils  resulting  from  the  depen- 
dency of  the  Bengal  Factories  on  the  Fort,  to  constitute 
the  Agency  at  Hughly,  a  distinct  and  separate  Factory  from 
Fort  St  George  ;  but  that,  in  an  affiur  of  such .  importance, 
they  might  act  with  certain  knowledge,  the  Court  ap- 
pointed Mr.  Hedges,  a  Member  of  their  Committees  (or 
what,  in  modem  times,  would  be  termed  a  Director  of  the 
East-India  Company)  with  special  powers  to  be  Ag«nt, 
and  Governor  of  their  afiairs  in  the  Bay  of  Bengal,  and  of 
the  Factories  subordinate  to  it,  or  Cossimbuzar,  Patna,  Bal- 
lasore,  Malda,  and  Dacca;  and  directed  that  the  stock  of 
^£230,000,  appropriated  for  Bengal,  should  be  distributed 
as  follows ;  d^l40,000  to  be  sent  to  Cossimbuzar,  ^14,600 
to  Patna,  ^iS32,000  io  Ballasore,  ^15,000  to  Malda,  ^16,500 
to  Dacca,  and  ^12,000  to  remain  at  Hughly.  Afier  spe- 
cifying the  silks,  cloths,  and  other  articles,  expected  from 
each  of  those  Factories,  to  form  the  investment  of  the 
season,  tiie  Court  repeated  the  orders  against  the  Interlopers, 
already  detailed,  and  directed,  that  a  corporal,  of  approved 

3  O  2  fidelity 
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CHAP.  II.  fidelity  and  courage,  with  twenty  soldiers^  should  proceed 
1681-82.  from  the  Fort,  to  be  a  guard  to  the  Agent's  person  and  the 
Factory  at  Hughly,  and  to  act  against  the  Interlopers.  Such 
was  the  foundation  of  the  Company^s  goyemment  in  Bengal, 
or  what  became,  in  the  sequel,  the  centre  of  commerce,  and' 
the  seat  of  Govemment  in  British  India.^^) 
Equipmenu  The  Court's  ordcrs,  during  the  season  1681-82,  to  Ban* 

and  stock  for  i        •    i*  • 

Bantam,  and  TAM,   varied,    as  the  mformation  they    received   of  events, 

initructioof 

to  resettle  the  rendered  the  resolutions   of  the  preceding    year    more    or 

Factory  at 

A11107,  and    less  practicable  in  their  execution :— fit  the  opening  of  the 

to  extend  the 

trade  to  Can-  seasou,    they  fitted  out   four  small   vessels,  and  afterwards 

ton. 

a  fifth,  carrying  in  the  whole,  eight  hundred  and  ninety  tons, 
with  a  stock  estimated  at  ^33,000,  of  which  ^20,000  was 
for  Tonquin,  and  ^12,000  for  Amoy,  to  connect  die  trade 
from  this  port  with  Bantam,  and,  of  course,  with  the  im* 
ports  from  Surat  and  the  Coast,  and  the  sales  at  Tonquin 
and  Amoy.  At  the  b^inning  of  this  season,  the  Factories 
at  Siam  and  Tywan  were  intended  to  be  withdrawn ;  but,  to- 
wards the  close  of  the  year,  information  having  been  received, 
that  the  Tartars  had  been  expelled  from  Amoy,  (though  it  was 
uncertain  whether  they  might  not  repossess  themselves  of  that 

port,) 

(1)— Letters  from  the  Court  to  the  Agent  and  Couucil  at  the  Bay  of  Bengal^  aoth 

May,  and  18th  and  30th  November  1681^  and  4tb  January  and  10th  March  1681-82. 

Commiuion  and  Instructions  to  William  Hedges,  Esq.  to  he  Agent  and  Governor  at  Ihe 
Bi7  of  tteacaU  I4th  Noveoiber  1081. 
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port,)  the  Agents  were  to  act  accQrding  to  circamstancei^  tKat   ^2i^w' 
is,  as  the  Chinese  or  Tartars,  might  occupy  Atnoy,  but,  in  1681.01, 
either  case,  they  were  to  endeavour  to  retun  the  freedom  of 
commerce  at  this  port;   and,  if  this  trade  should  be  foiind 
impracticable,  an  attempt  was  to  be  made  to  open  a  commiuH^ 
cation  with  Macao  and  Canton,  to  become  an  outkt  for  the 
sale  of  English  produce,  and  a  more  *  promising  sitaation  for 
obtaining  silks.    Discretionary  powers  of  withdrawing  this  Fac- 
tory were  to  be  exercised,  till  asrarances  could  be  had  from  the 
Viceroy  of  Canton,  that  he  would  protect  the  shipping,  the 
servants,  and  the  property  of  the  Company : — oflfers,  however^ 
were  to  be  made  to  him,  and  presents,  on  a  moderate  scale, 
sent,  with  requests  for  grants  or  privileges  of  trade,  and  as- 
surances, in  the  event  of  such  grants  being  conferred^  that 
ships  of  larger  size,  and  with  richer  cargoes,  would  ammaHy 
resort  to  that  port.    Under  these  commercial  instructions  for 
extending  the  Company's  trade,  the  Agents  at  Bantam  were 
to  purchase  large  quantities  of  pepper^  ginger,  &c.,  and  cop- 
per, silks,  and  damasks  of  various  colours,  at  Tonquin^    to 
be  (^sposed  of,  partly  on  the  Coast  and  at  Surat,  and  the 
remainder  sent  to  Europe  in  the  larger  ships,  of  which  the 
kintlege  was  to  be  filled  up  with  pepper : — of  this  article  a 
thousand  tons  were  always  to  kept  in  store,  and  purchased, 
if  possible,  by  truck,  or  barter,  for  Europe  commodities ;  or, 
if  that  could  not  be  efifected  at  Bantam,  ^the  Agent  might 

takie 


Digitized  by 


Google 


41^0  xmfALB  OF  THB  ITinrORABLfi 

^^^^!^'    take  up  money,  to  the  amount  of  ^620^000,  provided  tlie 
1681  -82.  interest  did  not  exceed  nine  per  cent  <*> 
Judicial  re-  Having,  in  the  preceding  seasons,  at  the  close  of  the  in- 

gulations  for  ,  , 

it.  Helena,  fitroctions  of  the  Court  to  their  Foreign  Settlements,  sketched 
out,  separately,  the  orders  to  the  Governor  of  the  Island  of 
St.  Helena,  not  annuaUy,  but  as  th^  assumed  new  aspects^ 
we  discover,  at  the  xdose<»f  this  year,  diat,  after  4:ensuring  the 
Governor  for  the  reception  he  had  given  to  the  Interlopers,  a 
new  plan  of  administration,  was  established,  of  which  the  fol- 
lowing is  the  substance  : — -the  Governor  to  be  the  sole  judge  of 
the. Island,  and  to  hold  r^ular  courts  of  justice,  once  in  three 
months; — ^the  Sheriffi  to  be  nominated  by  the  Governor,  by 
selecting  the  most  respectable  inhabitants,  with  power  to  sum- 
mon juries,  which  juries  were  to  decide,  according  to  the 
laws  of  England, .  in  civil  and  criminal  cases :— capital  punish* 
ments  were  to  be  inflicted,  according  to  their  verdict,  for  the 
crimes  of  murder,  mutiny,  or  treason  (defined  to  be  ^^  any  plot, 
^^  or  scheme  to  deliver  up  the  Island  to  foreigners  ") ;  all  other 
wrongs  or  crimes,  such  as  theft,  injuries  to  person  or  property, 
and  giving  false  evidence,  were  to  be  punished,  on  conviction, 
by  fine,  imprisonment,  pillory,  or  whipping ; — the  Governor 
and  Council,  however,  were  always  to  have  the  power  of  sus- 
pending, mitigating,  or  pardoning  such  crimes  or  offibnces : — 

Subordinate 

<l)— Letten  of  the  ConrC  to  the  Agent  and  Coancil  at  Bantam,  aoth  May  and  13th 
and  19th  Angott  1661^  and  iSth  Febmarj  l68i  -sa.— >  Letten  of  the  Coort  to  the  Fae- 
tan  at  Tonquin  and  Amoj^  IStth  Angoit  iMl. 
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Subordinate  directions  were  added^  regarding  the  admiioistra-  CHAP.  ll. 
tion^  and  what  may  be  termed  the  police  of  the  Island : — ^the  1681-82*. 
former  required^  that  should  the  Interlopers  touch  at  the  Island^ 
a  duty  of  twenty  sfaiUipgs  per  ton  should  be  levied  on  them ; 
and^  should  vessels  trading  to  Madagascar^  and  other  places  (not 
interfering  with  the  Company's  trade)  touch  at  the  Island^  a 
duty  of  two  shillings  and  six-pence^  per  ton,  was  to  be  levied*, 
besides  being  subject,  in  common  with  the  ships  of  all  nations 
(the  (Jompany^s  ships  not  excepted)  to  an  anchorage  duty  of 
five  shillings  per  vessel : — ^the  latter,  or  the  police,  empowered 
the  Governor  or  Sherifls  to  levy  fines,  and  inflict  corporal 
punishment,  on  persons^  offering  insults  to  the  Governor^ 
ofSicers,  or  magistrates,  and  authorized  them,  should  the 
parties  remain  refractory,  to  send  them  to  England.  (^> 


The  occurrences  at  Sukat,  in  the  season  1681-82,  consist-  rncreaw  of 

inyestoieDU 

ed  only  of  the  means  employed  to  carry  the  Court's  orders  into  »*  Sarat  at- 

'  r     if  •?  tributed  to  iti^ 

execution,  and  of  the  commercial  obstructions,  in  the  sales  and  ^^^^^^J^ 

'  ,  '  the  rank  of  a 

investments,  experienced  from  the  arrival  of  shipping  from  P»«idemgr. 
France,  with  a  stock  of  ^SOfiOO^ 

After 

(1)^— Letters  fom  die  Court  ix>  the  Gbvernor  of  die  Iikocl  of  St.  Helena^  20th  Maj 
]6B1>  and  14th  March  1661-82.— «  Laws  and  Begulatkas  for  the  better  goycming  the 
liknd  of  St.  Hdena^  KXb  Marsh  lftl-63; 
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CHAP.IL  ^ifbN   noticing    that    Mn  Child  had  hew  estahlisKed^ 

1681  -82.  agreeably  to  the  Court's  orders^  this  President  and  his  CouncH 
informed  the  Court,  that  the  inyestment  accumulated  from  the 
subwdinate  Factories,  of  cloths,  pepper,  cardamoms,  and 
cass|a-lignum,  had  enabled  them  to  load  the  Company's  three 
^hips,  and  that  they  estimated  the  cargoes  at  10,63,932  rupees ; 
— ^that  the  purchase  of  diamonds,  to  the  extent  of  ^20,000, 
^as  at  first  ordered)  had  been  attempted,  through  the  private 
merchants,  but  when  they  were  informed,  that  the  Company 
had  included  that  artiele  in  their  trade,  these  merchants  had 
«  ceased  to  deal  in  them ;  the  purchases,  therefore,  could  not  be 
effected  on  the  advantageous  terms  expected,  because  the  num- 
ber ofEuropean  and  Native  competitors  in  the  market,  at  Gol« 
condah,  had  raised  the  prices  :<— i-the  Factory  at  Rajahpore  had 
been  withdrawn,  but  that  at  Carwar  continued  for  another 
year  : — ^the  debt  at  interest  had  been  cleared  off,  by  the  stock 
sent,  and  by  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  ;  and  about  ^30,000 
remained  to  commence  the  investment  of  the  subsequent  year.<'> 
EmbarraMed  The  administration  of  the  Island  of  Bombay,  the  Presi- 

•tate  of  Bom- 
bay from      dency  of  Surat  represented  (there  being  no  direct  communica- 

coniinuing     ^ion  from  the  Deputy  Governor  and  Council)  had  been  the  most 

tbeplaniof  ^     ^  • 

Sevagee.  difficult,  as  wcU  as  the  most  embarrassing  part  of  their  duty, 
on  account  of  the  occupaticm  of  the  barren  rocks  of  Henery 
and  Kenery,  by  the  troops  of  Sevagee  and  of  the  Mogul ;  the 

obstructions 

(1)— Letters  from  the  Presidenqr  of  Surat  to  the  Courts  27th  October  1681,  23d 
^anoarj  1681-82,  aad  25th  March  aud  10th  April  1682. 
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obstructions  to  trade  by  the  Portuguese ;  and,  above  all,  the  ^i^^^^' 
general  impression  that  Sambagee  Rajah,  the  successor  of  1681 -82. 
Sevagee,    was  following   up    the   plans    of  his  father,   and 
adding,   on  every  limit  of  his  dominions,   to  his  extensive 
Binpire.P) 

The  Court  do  jiot  appear  to  have  received  any  direct  or 
collateral  communications  from  Persia,  during  this  year, 
1661-82. 

From  the  want  of  communications,  in  this  season,  from  intelligence 

from  Fort  St 

the  Aj^ent  and  G>uncil  of  Fort  St.  George,    the  Court  George  and 
°  '  Bengal  de- 

remained  unaequainti^d  with  the  eflfect  of   the  neW  plan  of  ^^^*^®  *^^* 
*  *  season, 

rendering  Bengal  a  distinct  Agency  from  the  Fort,  or  of 
the  measures  adopted  at  that  station  : — ^it  appears,  only,  that 
the  Agent  and  Council  at  Fort  St.  George,  still  considered 
Bengal  to  be  under  their  control,  and  that  the  irregularities, 
for  the  correction  of  which  the  Court  had  devised  this  new 
system,  continued  to  prevail,(^ 

The  events  at  Bantam,  in  the  season  1681-82,  disclose  the  King  of  Ban. 

tam  sends  an 

following  circumstances  : — ^that  the  King  of  Bantam  had  sent  embassy  to 

.  England* 
ships,  navigated  chiefly  by  Europeans,  on  commercial  specu«- 

lations  to  the  Coast  and  to  Surat,  and  that  he  had  projected 

dispatching  a  ship  to  England,  with  Ambassadors  to  the  King 

and  Company,  though  he  had  kept  secret  the  nature  of  their 

VOL.  II.  3  P  instructions ; 

(1) — ^Letter  from  the  Presidency  of  Sarat  to  the  Courts  23d  January  1681-82. 
(2)  —Letter  from  the  Agent  and  Cocmcil  at  Fort  St.  Geoije  to  the  Agent  and  Coon* 
cit  at  Bengal,  I7tb  Norember  l68I. 
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GHAP.  XL  instructioDs ;  but,  not  being  able  to  obtain  a  complement  of 
1681.82.  European  seamen,  he  had  embarked  the  Ambassadors,  and  a 
suite  of  twenty-five  persons,  on  the  Company's  ship  London, 
with  a  letter  of  recommendation  to  the  Court,  and  a  present 
of  fif)y  bahars  of  white  pepper.  Though  the  Agent  had  pur- 
chased and  shipped  cargoes  of  pepper,  benjamin,  ginger,  &c., 
the  circumstances  of  the  English  dependencies  on  Bantam, 
during  this  season,  were  imcertain,  and  no  intelligence  had 
been  received  by  the  Court,  relative  to  the  China  trade/^> 


(1) — ^Letter  from  the  Agent  and  Council  at  Bantam  to  the  Courts  19th  Auguft  1G8I. 
— —  Letter  firom  the  Paogran,  or  Chief  Minuter,  at  Bantam,  to  the  Court,  32d  Octo^ 
ber  166U 
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1682-83. 


The  domestic  Annals  of  the  East-India  Company,  for    chap.  ii. 
the  year  1682-83,  disclose  the  first  attempt  mode  in  England,  1682-83. 
to  form  a  New,  or  Second  East-India  stock,  and  it  is  not  tween  tbe 
improbable,  th^  the  orders  of  the  King  and  G)uncil,  against  and  i^vaoe 

Companies, 

Interlopers,    or  individual    merchants,    who    had    attempted  the  origin  6f 

^  the  first  at- 

to    violate  the  Company's    exclusive    privileges,    had    given  tempt  to  form 

a  New  East- 

nse  to  the   speculation    of    participating  in   the  trade,    by  India  Stock. 
forming  a  similar  joint  stock.     This  project   was  favoured, 
by  a  jealousy  which  had  long  subsisted,  between  the  Levant 
and  the  East-India  Companies,  the  source  of  which  forms  an 
interesting  fact  in  commercial  history. 

The  ancient  transit  of  Indian  produce,  to  Europe,  was  to 
the  extremities  of  the  Gulfs  of  Persia  and  Arabia: — ^from 
the  extremity  of  the  former,  or  Bussorah,  they  passed  by 
caravans,  through  the  Turkish  dominions,  to  the  Mediter- 
ranean ;  and,  from  the  extremity  of  the  latter,  at  Suez,  to 
the  same  sea ;  and  thus  furnished  proportions  of  the  cargoes 
which  the  Levant,  or  Turkey  Company,  brought  to  England 
from  the  ports  in  the  Mediterranean,  or  from  the  maritime 
republics  of  Venice  and  Genoa.  When  the  East-India 
Company  opened  a  direct  trade,  between  the  coasts  of  India 

3  P  2  -  and 
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CHAP.  If.  England,  the  profits  of  the  Levant  Company,  upon  those  ar- 
1682-83.  tides,  were  reduced ;  and  after  the  Interlopers  had  been,  by 
law,  at  home,  and  by  the  privileges  of  the  Compaiiy  abroad^ 
and  still  more,  by  the  extension  of  stock  and  shipping,  disap- 
pointed in  their  scheme  of  participation,  the  project,  in  this 
year,  assumed  the  aspect  of  a  new  Subscription  for  a  Joint 
Stock,  upon  which  was  to  be  founded  the  establishment  of  a 
rival  Association  to  the  London  East-India  G^mpany.  This 
scheme  was  held  to  be  of  such  public  consequence,  that  it 
came  under  the  consideration  of  the  King  and  Privy  Council^ 
in  April  1682,  who  rejected  it,  and  continued  that  protection 
which  they  had  afforded  to  the  exclusive  privileges  of  the 
London  East-India  Company. 
Instructions  This  event  tie  Court  considered  to  be  of  so  much  im- 

toSurat,  to  i.  i  o  i 

re-esubiisb     portauce,  that  they  sent  overland  dispatches  to  Subat,  to  be 

the  Factory 

at  Rajahpore/  commuuicated  to  all  their  settlements,  and  ordered  that  they 

and  to  form  ,  .  ,  •      . 

an  alliance      should  disposc  of  English  ]produce  at  low  rates,  on  the  pnnci- 

with  Satnba-  ,  ^  .  .    .         , 

gee.  pie  of  vending  quantities,  rather  than  obtaining  large  profits  ; 

— ^the  friendship  of  Sainbagee  Rajah  was,  therefore,  ordered  to 
be  cultivated,  by  re-establishing  the  Factory  at  Rajahpore  ; — 
fine  goods,  particularly  such  as  were  ornamented  with  gold 
and  silver,  formerly  disposed  of  at  the  Persian  market,  and, 
in  general,  all  new  commodities,  which  they  might  conceive 
would  add  to  the  assortments  at  the  home  sales,  were  to  be 
introduced  into  the  investments, 

A  new  practice,   probably  a  refinement  in  poUcy,   was 

this 
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this  year  introch&ced,  for  the  Court,  instead  of  i^ecifying  the  chap.  it. 
quantity  of  tonnage^  or  the  amount  of  stocky  as  in  the  pre-  1682-83. 
ceding  seasons,  described  both  to  be  larger  than  had  hitherto 
been  sent,  and,  by  a  subsequent  dispatch  to  Persia,  added^ 
that  the  stock  for  the  whole  of  their  Settlements  in  India^ 
would  amount,  in  this  season,  to  above  One  Milium  Sterling : 
— ^this  concealment  was  evidently  intended  to  raise  the  expecta* 
tions  of  the  King,  of  the  Council,  and  of  the  public,  that  the 
Company  were  prosecuting  the  East-India  trade  to  the  utmost 
extent.  ^*> 

It  does  not  appear,  that  any  particular  instructions  were 
sent  this  season  to  the  Government  of  Bombay. 

If  the  trade  with  Persia,  for  a  series  of  years^  had  been  Court  deter- 

,  miDe  to  eiti' 

on  the  decline,  from  the  superior  naval  means  of  the  Dutch  ploy  force,  to 

.       .  recover  their 

and  Portuguese,  and  from  the  hesitation  of  the  Company  to  proportion  of 

customs  at 

attempt  any  thing  but  negotiation,  the  Court,  in  this  season  G^Mnbroon. 
i(1682-83)  intimated  to  their  Agent  at  Gombroon,  their  deter- 
mination to  adopt  more  spirited  measures,  and  to  equip  a 
maritime  force,  to  second  respectful  applications  to  the  King 
of  Persia  for  redress  of  past  grievances,  and  for  the  renewal 
of  grants  and  treaties.  On  this  occasion,  a  letter,  or  remon- 
strance, was  addressed'  to  the  King  of  Persia,  in  which  the 
Court  stated  their  claims  on  his' justice,  which  was  prover- 
bially 

(I)— Letters  from  the  Court  to  the  Presidency  of  Sarat,  1st  asid  26th  May,  28th 
August,  and  6th  and  15th  Septeoiher  1682. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


478  AKNALS  OF  THE  HONORABLE 

9^^'^;  bially  hdd  in  Europe  to  be  unalterable ;  that,  contrary  to 
1682-83  this  justice,  his  ministers,  or  officers,  at  the  ports  at  which  the 
English  Factories,  were  settled,  or  to  which  their  ships 
resorted,  had  obstructed  their  trade,  in  direct  violation  of 
sdemn  treaties  between  the  two  countries ;  that,  though, 
with  respectful  deference,  they  prayed  for  relief,  yet  pos- 
sessing a  naval  power,  which  was  unrivalled,  if  such  relief 
should  be  withheld  by  his  ministers  and  officers,  they  trusted 
that  so  great  and  so  just  a  Prince  would,  instead  of  considering 
that  naval  force,  which  they  employed  for  their  protection,  as 
disrespectful  to  his  dignity,  would  view  it  only  as  a  necessary 
expedient,  for  restoring  the  amicable  relations  between  Persia 
and  England. 
Plan  of  com*  While  the  Ck)urt   adopted  these  vigorous   measures  tO' 

bioing  the 

Persian    and  rccovcr  their  proportion  of  the  customs,  and  the  debts  due  to : 

Mocha  trade,  '^     ^ 

and  bartering  the  Ck)mpany  in  Persia,  which  they  calculated  tb  amount  to : 

English  cloth  ^      ^  ^ 

for  Persian  ^1,000,000  sterling,  they  reserved,  at  the  same  time,  to  send 
a  larger  stock,  to  give  new  vigoiur  to  the  circuitous  trade, 
which,  in  the  preceding  season,  they  had  opened,  or  to  - 
equip  large  ships,  to  proceed  directly  from  England  to  Mocha^ 
thence  to  go  round  and  touch  at  Gombroon,  then  to  proceed 
to  Bussorah,  and  return  to  Gombroon,  and  lastly,  to  rendez*^ 
vous  at  Surat,  and  there  to  c«nplete  their  cargoes,  and  thence 
proceed  for  Europe :-— discretionary  powers  were  also  secretly 
given,    that  if  the  sales  of  cargoes  could  be  completed  at 

Mocha^ 
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Mocha,  Bussorah,  or  Gombroon,  one  or  more  of  the  ships  CHAP.jl 
were  to  return  direct  for  England.  To  promote  this  specula-  1682-83. 
tion,  and  anticipating  hostilities,  the  practice  of  selling  Eng- 
lish goods,  for  ready  money,  only,  was  abandoned,  and  liberty 
given  to  dispose  of  them  by  barter,  at  such  prices  as  they 
would  bring,  to  clear  the  Company's  warehouses,  and  to 
purchase  the  largest  possible  quantity  of  Persian  produce,  for 
the  Europe  market. 

The  specification  of  Persian  goods  comprehended  silks  of 
every  description  and  pattern,  large  quantities  of  red  and 
black  Caramania  wool,  and  a  quantity  of  rhubarb  and  drugs  : . 
•—'if  redress  should  be  obtained,  fresh  supplies  would  be  sent  to 
this  market ;  but  if  hostilities  were  unavoidable,  the  goods 
remaining  in  the  warehouses  would  be  less  an  object  to  the  Per- 
sians, as  the  chief  part  of  the  property  b^ing  embarked,  redress 
of  grievances  should  be  the  only  condition,  on  which  trade 
could  be  re-established. 

Subsidiary  to  this  project,  was  the  commercial  speculation 
of  enlarging  the  circuit  of  exchanges  to  the  most  distant 
English  dependencies :  It  had  hitherto  been  the  practice  to 
refine  the  sugars  obtained  in  India  into  loaves,  which,  when 
exported  to  Persia,  had  found  a  ready  sale;  the  Court,  on 
discovering  that  the  Barbadoes  sugar  waa^  of  a  richer  quality 
than  that  of  Bengal,  resolved  to  send  out  a  ship  with  two 
hundred  tons  of  sugar,  to  be  refined  in  Persia,  and  sold  there, 
irom  which  speculation  they  expected  to  draw  considerable 

profit. 
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CHAP.  fi.  profit^  and  to  render  an  acceptable  service  to  the  goyernment, 
1682-83.  by  increasing  the  demands  for  West-India  produce,  by  the 

sales    of   sugars    in    the   countries    within    the   Company^s 

Umits.(») 
Courtrccom.  'j^g  Court,  in  this  season,  approved  of  the  administration 

mend  esto-  '  ^      rr 

b" k°^  *     <rf  their  political  and  commercial  interests  by  the  Agent  and 
drat,  and      Council  of  FoBT  St.  George,  bccausc  the  cargoes  which  had 

forming  s  . 

•ution  in  the  arrived  in  Europe  had  produced  the  expected  profits  at  the 
^Countiy.  ssles  ;  the  former  instructions  were  therefore  continued,  with 
little  variation  : — the  practice  of  specifying  the  amount  of 
tonnage,  or  stock,  sent  to  this  station,  was  avoided,  by 
describing  both  to  be  very  large  j  they  approved  of  instituting 
a  Bank  to  receive  money,  for  a  limited  time,  to  the  amount 
of  ^100,000,  bearing  interest,  not  exceeding  six  per  cent, 
and  calculated,  that  this  sum  would  furnish  a  iiind,  not  only 
for  purchasing  goods  at  the  cheapest  rates,  but  become  a 
stock,  which  would  enable  the  Agency  and  its  dependencies, 
to  counterbalance  the  influence  of  the  Dutch  Company,  the 
sto<Dk  and  equipments  of  which,  from  the  best  information,  they 
described  to  be  inferior  in  value,  and  amount  to  those  of  the 
London  Company :— the  Court,  in  the  next  place^  recapitulated 
the  accounts  given  to  Surat,  of  the  intrigues  of  the  Levant 
Company  and  of  the  Interlopers,  to  raise  a  rival  As- 
sociation 

(X)-*-Lettect  from  the  Court  to  di«  Agent  at  Qomteoon^  d6tfa  Maj^  5th  My,  29th 
August^  and  6th  September  l6sa. 
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sociaticm  for    Indian    trade,    and    the  determination  of  the  CHAP.  n. 
King  and  Council  to  resist  this  project :    and  recommend-  1682-83. 
ed  the  support  of  the  Factory  at  Porto  Novo,   and  the  es- 
tablishment of  a  Factory  in  the  Gingee  Country,    that,   by 
the    magnitude  of  their   purchases^   they   might,    (though 
with  a  loss)    counteract   the    schemes    of  the    Interlopers; 
and  repeated  the  orders  to  obstruct  their  proceedings,    and 
went  so  far  as  to  enjoin,  that  if  any  of  the  Company's  ser- 
vants should  intermarry   with    the  families    of   the   Inter- 
lopers,  they   should   be   dismissed  from  their  employments, 
and  sent  home : — If  the  Danes  were  disposed  to  relinquish 
Tranquebar,  the  Agent  was  empowered  to  purchase  it,  at  a 
reasonable  rate,  for  the  Company. 

The  garrison  of  Madras  was  this  year  strengthened  with 
thirty  recruits,  both  for  the  defence  of  the  Fort,  and  to  furnish 
a  guard  to  any  of  the  Factories  which  might  be  established.^^) 

The  dispatches  of  the  Court,  this  season,  to  the  Agent  Urge  eqoip- 
and  Council  at  the  Bay  of  Bengai.,  being  the  fin^  (agreeably  stock  tent 

this  iMton  to 

to  the  system  explained  in  the  preceding  year)  addressed  to  Bengal,  •<  an 

iodepeodeot 

them  as  an  independent  Agency,  discover,  that  the  Court  be*  station. 
gan  to  consider  this  trade  as  affording  the  most  valuable  part 
of  their  imports,  for  besides  equipping  vessels  direct  for  the 
VOL.  II.  3  Q  Ganges, 

(1)— Letters  from  the  Court  to  the  Agent  and  Coimcil  at  Fort  St.  George«  lit  and 
26th  May,  5th  Julj^  28th  Augaitj  20tb  September,  4th  and  27th  October  l682.  and 
2d  April  1§S3. 
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CHAP^.  Ganges,  of  which  one  was  to  cany  thfaty  goM,  and  aooiher 
1682^83.  was  of  so  large  a  size  as  seven  hundred  tons,  a  list  was  trans* 
mitted  of  the  goods  to  be  purchased  at  eadi  of  the  Factories 
under  this  Agency,  viz.  silks,  ta&.ties,  saltpetre,  &c.,  and> 
for  the  first  time,  twenty  duppera  of  opium  :— To  strengthen 
the  means  of  this  Agency,  they  allowed  it  to  take  tip  (at 
what  they  termed  a  Bank)  to  the  amount  of  ^200,000^ 
and  calculated  that  the  remains  of  the  stock  and  credit 
of  the  last  year,  would  amount  to  ,^350,000: — The 
more  efiectually  to  promote  this  trade,  the  Court  engaged 
to  semd  in  the  ships  of  the  ensuing  season,  a  stock  of 
^600,000,  principally  in  bullion,  that,  with  this  accumulation 
of  credit  and  stock,  the  Agents  at  Hughly,  and  at  the  subor* 
dinate  stations,  might  hare  a  Double  Stock  (which,  for  so 
many  years,  had  been  recommended  as  essentially  requisite) 
that  is^  funds  to  provide  the  goods  ordered  at  the  proper 
seasons,  apd  at  the  cheapest  rates,  and  have  goods  in  store 
sufficient  for  the  subsequent  year : — ^to  prevent  dead  freig^t^ 
rice  was  to  be  sent  to  the  Fort,  to  fill  up  the  tonnage,  which 
would  enable  the  Agent  to  dispatch  such  of  the  ships  as  ar- 
rived early  in  the  season,  that  they  might  reach  England  in 
the  month  of  March,  in  time  for  the  Company's  spring  sales. 
Attempts  to  A  uew  speculation  was  startled  this  season,  at  Madras  and 

cultivate  flax  in  Bengal,  or  the  erecting  a  manufactory  for  sail-cloth  and 
linens  :— it  was  supposed,  that  in  the  country  round  these  Set- 
tlements 
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dements  tbey  iinight  rake  flax,  fitted  for  these  manufactures,  'CHAP  il 
at  this  time  supplied  by  Holland  and  Flanders.  This  plan,  1682-83. 
if  it  answered,  would  encourage  industry  and  navigation, 
and  add  to  the  English  resources  : — if,  however,  the  heat 
of  the  climate  should  be  so  great,  as  to  prevent  the  cultiva- 
tion of  flaic,  the  Court,  as  a  substitute,  ordered  that  one  or 
two  hundred  bales  of  :linen  yarp  should  be  sent  home, 
to  be  manufactured  in  England,  because  liiis  import  would 
have  the  double  advantage  of  depressing  the  manure- 
tures  of  rival  nations,  and  of  .encouraging  the  linen  trade 
of  England ; — die  Compaay,  thus,  wpuld  have  the  merit  of 
-Ibrmii^  a  new  artiide  of  British  merchandize,  and  would 
encourage  industry  aoA  navigation,  in  ^[iposition  to  rival 
maritime  powers  in  Europe,  and  give  useful  employment  to 
English  subjects. 

These  spirited  cq^ulations,  towards  the  dose  of  this 
asasoo,  .were  checked^  by  a  seriies  of  tibose  untonvard  events,  to 
jwhich  commercial  enterprizes  ^re  subjected,  viz.  the  uneac- 
^msbdl  &iliire  in  tibe  monied  intenest  in  London,  which  hitherto 
:hfid  funushed  the: Company  vfbdiibui^  f«r  their  sports ;  the 
captuie  of  Bantam  by  the  Dutch;  and  tiieloss  of  one  of  ^k 
4Mitwfirdrhottnd«hif»  (the  Johanna)  drith  a  cargo  of  ^^0,000 
iiB  buHkm  :-r-tbMe  i&i^ents  lOiQcasioiied  a  run  on  the  Company'^ 
trcMury,  and  produced  the  resolution,  for  maintaining  their  cre- 
dit, that  the  money  arising  from  the  March  Sale,  1683,  should 
be  whoDy  appropriated  to  the  disc^ar^  of  tb^r  debts ;  rtji^at 

3  Q  2  no 
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CHAP.  IL  no  bullion  should  be  sent  to  India,  till  those  debts  should  be 
1682-83.  liquidated  ;  and  that  no  dividend  should  be  made  to  the  pro- 
prietors, till  these  ends  were  effected.  W 
Tiie  Bantam  The  Opinions  of  the  Court  conveyed  this  season  to  Bantam", 

Ambassadors 

graciously  re.  and  its  former  commercial  dependencies,  assume  such  shifting 

ceived  by  the 

*^»"g-  and  uncertain   aspects,  as  to  render  the  Annals  of  this  year, 

matter  rather  of  opinion,  than  of  commercial  instructions- 
After  repeating  the  prohibition  imposed  on  tl\e  Private  Adven- 
turers and  the  opposition  of  the  Levant  Company,  the  Court 
expressed  their  disapprobation  of  the  conduct  of  their  Agents  at 
Bantam;  but  intimated,  that  the  equipments  for  the  season,  for 
all  parts  of  India,  amounted  to  thirty  sail,  and  that  the  war  be- 
tween the  Dutch  and  theKing  of  Bantam,  from  the  probable  loss 
of  ^that  Factory,  had  induced  the  Directors  to  place  the  China 
trade  under  the  control  of  the  Presidency  of  Snrat  and  Bom- 
'bay ;  the  Agent  and  Council  at  Bantam  were,  therefore,  de« 
sured  to  inform  the  King,  that  the  most  gracious  reception 
liad  been  given  to  his  Envoys,  by  his  Majesty,  and  by  the  Com- 
pany, and  that  a  present  had  been  sent,  of  five  hundred  barrels 
of  gunpowder,  ft*om  His  Majesty,  to  the  King  of  Bantam,  and 
stipulations  entered  into,  with  his  Envoys,  for  a  more  r^uhur 
trade.  The  Court,  at  the  same  time,  considered  the  misma^ 
nagement  of  the  Agent  and  Council  at  Bantam  to  have  been 

such^ 

(1)— Lettew  from  the  Court  to  the  Agent  and  Coancil  at  Bengal,  1st  and  26th  May, 
5ih  July,  28th  August,  6th  and  20th  September,  27th  October,  and  Uth  November 
il082,  and  2d  April  l68a. 
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such^  as  to  induce   them  to  confine  their  orders,  this  sea-   ^mp*^^/ 
son,  to  the  proviHing  of  pepper  for  the  ships  sent  to  China  1682-83. 
and  Tonquin,  and  if  exchanges  at  both  should  fail,  then  the 
trade  to  Bantam  was  to  consist  of  the  sales  of  English  produce, 
and  returns  in  pepper. 

As  the  trade  at  Amoy  had  been  lost,  a  vessel  had  been  Court  address 

^  a  letter  to  the 

equipped  for  Canton,  with  a  letter  to  the  Viceroy,  ofiering  to  viceroy  of 

CantoD,  of<> 

establish  a  Factory  at  that  port : — ^the  Airent  at  Tonquin  was  to  fe^ng  ^  set- 

^  .  tie  an  English 

forward  the  sales  of  English  produce,  and  to  procure  ^Iks,  cop«-  Factory  at 
per,  &c.;  and  though  the  Agency  at  Siam  had  been  directed,  in 
the  preceding  season,  to  be  withdrawn,  a  last  effort  was  to  be 
made  at  that  pkce,  to  push  the  sales  of  English  cloths,  &c. 
in  exchange  fqr  silks  and  Japan  produce,  suited  to  the  Surat 
and  Europe  markets,  and  thus,  if  practicable,  to  render 
Bantam,  and  its  dependencies,  the  centre  of  trade  in  the 
Farther  Indies.  <>> 


The  principal  events  affecting  the  Compan/s  trade  and  Trade  at  Su« 

rat  impeded^ 

Factories,  communicated,  by  the  first  dispatches  of  this  sea«-  by  the  inter- 

ferences  of 

son,  from  Subat,  were,  that  Bantam  had  been  taken  by  the  ^i>e  inter- 
lopers^ by  tb« 

Dtttch^ 

(1) — ^Letters  from  the  Coart  to  the  Agent  and  Council  at  Bantam^  lit  May^  I5th 
Jn)y^  20th  September^  and  2d  October  i682.— —  Letter  to  the  Agent  and  Factors  in  Ckina^ 

11th  and  20th  December  1662. Letter  to  the  Agent  and  Factors  at  Siam,  20th  De« 

cember  l682«— —  Letter  to  th«  Agent  and  Facton  at  Tonquin,  20th  September  1682« 
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CHAPji.   Botch,  on  tbe  30&  Augu*  1682,  but  widiout  any  ^plana- 
1682  -8S.  ticm  of  tbe  effects  whidi  this  event  had  on  the  C!onipany''«  trade 

wars  between 

Aarungzebe   and  shipping  at  that  port ; — and  that  Aurangisebe  was  equip- 

and  Samba- 

gee^andbytfae  ping  a  fleet,  and  assembhng  a  large  army,  to  act  against  his 

Mogul's  order 

to  eDcreaae     son,  Sultan  Acbar,  who  had  revolted,  and  united  with  Sam- 

the  customs 

■tfiorat.  bagee  R^ah.  These  circumstances  materially  affected  the 
inland  trade,  and  induced  the  President  and  Ccruncil  to  send 
the  grea|;est  part  of  the  Company's  gootis  to  'Swa%,  to  pre- 
"vent  their  falling  into  die  bands  of  eith^  €if  these  rival 
powers,  should  the  cemtty  round  Sontt  become  the  th^attte 
of  war  r-MFrendh  and-Diikeh  vessels,  of  large  si3e,  sbA  widi 
rich  eai?gbes  of  Eiitx)pe  gdods  atid  buUidti,  ^had  arrived,  which 
haddepits8dd!biithi:he  '^siidas  and  pUMhtttss ;  ^and  the  Portu- 
guese at  Grda,  ^noKwithiitaa^tiiig  asraranees  that  thi^jr  would 
Bdt  ^receive  or  ^enodtttagfe  StntaAapm^^  fuid  admittQd  01m  Df 
their  ships  to  trade  at  this  port,  where  she  hall  lAispomd  of  ia. 
rich  cargo,  and  taken  in  goods  for  Europe : — the  Portuguese 
had  also  adjusted  their  piepoiiiou  -of  customs  with  the 
King  of  Persia,  and  obstructed  the  Company's  trade  and 
isbippiligin  that  Giflf-.'^^he  Company'^  «h^  had,  ^however, 
successively  arrived  «t  Sifrat,  and  gMw  down  to  bfewg  up 
px)da  fircfm  CarWar,  Battieolo,  &nd  Oncnne;  and,  it  wag 
b0ped,  they  would  be  filled  up  and  dispatched  early  for  Eu- 


rope. ^*) 


Jb 


(l)-^Letter8  from  the  iPresidiSdcy  of  Sorat  to  the  Court,  13th  and  16th  ISTovember, 
gth  December  i662,  and  l6th  January  lOBl-Sd. 
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In  illustrasiony  at  the  dose  of  the  seasoip^t  the  President    V^'^l' 
^udd  Cpuneil  reported, — ^that  they  hs^  ^gai^  withdrawn  the  \683-83. 
Factory  from  Riyahpore,  bixt  endeayoured  to  keep  open  the 
communications  with  Samhagee,  who  w^s  desirous  the  G>m* 
pany  might  once  more  resort  to  this  port ; — ^that  they  had 
rather  enlarged  the  trade  at  Carwar,  to  keep  open  the  means 
of  obtaining  pepper,  cardamoms,  bmjamin,  &c.  because  the 
Factors  had  explained,  that  though,  hitherto,  they  had  de- 
pended  op  the  Baoiaos,  who  had  goB^  inlaqd,  for  the  pur- 
chase of  pepper  and  doth,  at  a  ^re^tt  fxpeoee,  yet,  on  a  fair 
cakulatioD,  this  pethod  had  far  exee^dad  ^  charges  which 
would  be  inciured,  by  sending  «9«M  pf  ^etv  own  8ervaQts> 
on  whose  fidelity  they  oould  rely,  to  <;wid«ist  ifm  h«sineiis  ;— 
that  though  the  French  had  bwUt  t^  hcos^  nt  TelHcherry,  the 
Factors  h^d  kept  qp  th9  trade  aj^  d>^  port,  witiiimt  «»terin^ 
into   discussions   with  iih^m  re^^otii^  th«  ri^t  to  it;-;- 
tkat  the  trade  at  $W9t,  ia  thi9  si^gsoQ,  had  been  malexially 
injured,  by  the  conddct  of  Mr.  j^Mhw  and  Mr*  Betit,  two 
of  the  ComptMiy^s  aepvont^,  who  hftd  «nconr«^gdd  tbe  Inters 
kpers,  and  had  puldi^ed,  thpt  they  were  en^^ed  by  a  New 
Company,  the  plan  of  which  was  to  trade  on  a  larger  capital, 
and  to  pay  cagtomfi>  withoul;  reserve;  this. insidious  scheme 
had  materially  v&cted  the  ofi^wm  of  th«  Governor  ot  Surat 
in  their  favour,  and  against  the  Company,  and  obliged  the 
IVesident  to  employ  a  Native,  at  the  expence  of  four  hundred 
rupees  per  annum,  to  attend  on  t^e  Mogul's  court,  as  a  land 

of 
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<^HAP^r.    of  Agent  or  Envoy,  to  convey  information  to  him,  and,  from 

1682-83.  time  to  time,  to  solicit  protection; — that  an  order  of  the 
Mogul  had  arrived,  directing  the  Custom  of  three  and  a  half 
per  cent,  at  Surat,  to  be  levied  on  money,  as  well  as  on  goods, 
which  the  President  and  Council  would,  by  every  means  of 
negotiation,  endeavour  to  avert,  as  it  would  bear  down  the 
Company,  more  than  it  would  the  Dutch  or  French,  the 
former  bringing  no  money,  in  consequence  of  their  possessing 
the  Spice  trade,  and  the  lattw  purchasing  the  goods  which 
the  Company  rejected,  at  any  price,  and  yet  importing  very 
little  bullion; — ^that  the  speculation  of  a  trade  to  Mocha, 
Bussorah,  Gonkbroon,  thence  to  Surat,  and  home,  would 
not  only  be  unprofitable,  but  probably  attended  with  consi- 
derable loss ;-— that  the  trade  in  diamonds,  (the  price  of  which 
continued  rather  to  increase  in  India)  would,  also,  ultimately, 
prove  a  losing  concern,  if  the  sales  of  them  in  England  were 
at  so  low  a  rate  as  the  Court  had  described ;  and  yet,  not- 
withstancUng  these  embarrassing  circumstances,  the  Pre- 
sidency had  dispatched  six  ships  for  England,  at  the  end  of 
this  season,  the  cargoes  of  which  were  invoiced  at  14,33,000 
rupees.  <*) 

Beport  on  tbe  In  1682-83,  the  revenue  of  Bombay  had  increased,  beincr. 

hmdof  Bom.  this  season,  calculated  to  exceed  the  two  preceding  years,  by 

4,700 

(1)— Letters  from  the  Preridencj  of  Sant  to  the  Conrt,  a6th  Janoar/  1661-83,  and 

10th  April  1683. Letters  from  the  Agent  at  Carwar  to  the  Court,  10th  December 

1062,  and  6th  Januaiy  1682-63. 
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4^700  xeraphins :  it  was,  however,  doubtful,  whether  it  would   9^^„H' 
yield  this  amount  at  the  next  sale,  or.  farming,    in  March  1682-83; 
1683,  because  Sambagee  continued  in  possession  of  the  Island 
of  Kenery,   and  had  ten  or  twelve,  aimed  gallivats,  which 
interrupted  the   trade  ;    and    because   the  Mogul  fleet,  re- 
sorting to  Bombay,   had  exposed  the  garrison   to   attacks 
and  danger.    These  Powers,  from  the  situation  of  Bombay, 
relatively  to  their  dominions,  had  kept  the  Island  in  a  constant 
alarm,  the  Hunter  galley  being  the  only  armed  ship  left  to 
protect  the  trade  and  settlement. 

The  connexion  between  the  Government  of  Bombay, 
Sambagee,  and  the  Mogul,  by  these  events,  had  become  most 
embairassing  and  precarious : — with  the  former,  it  was  expe- 
dient tp  tepiporize,  on  account  pf  his  power  extending  over 
those  commercial  stations  on  the  Malabar  Coast,  from  w;hich 
the  principal  part  of  the  investments  of  pepper  and  cardaaioms 
were  drawn,  and  oyer  several  of  the  stations  under  the  Presi-^ 
dency  of  Fort  St.  George,  &c.,  particularly  Porto  Novo; 
while  the  power  of  the  latter  commaiided  the  provinces  in 
which  the  principal  portions  of  the  Surat  investment  were 
collected.  These  alarms  were  encreased,  by  the  Siddee's  fleet 
and  troops  being  too  strong  to  be  resisted  by  the  soldiers 
of  the  garrison,  now  reduced  to  less  than  one  hundred 
Europeans,  who  were  daily  murmuring  at  the  price  of 
provisions,  which  their  pay  could  not  aflbrd;  a  reference 
VOL.  iL  3  R  was 


Digitized  by 


Google 


490  ANIMALS  OF  ISB  HOKOltABLfi 

CHAP.  IL  Yfssy  therefore,  made  to  tlie  Court,  for  instrwstions  and  aid, 
1682 -83.  under  these  circumstances/^) 

Difficulty  of  The  Compan/s  trade,  and  their  tight  to  the  ctutoms  at 

payment  of  GoMBRooK,  in  this  season,  experitticed  new  difficulty,  from? 
GombrooD,  the  economical  plan  recommended  by  the  Court,  being  in- 
Coon't  plan  consistent  with  the  orders,  that  an  application  should  be  made 

of  combining  •  /•  » 

thePeriian     to  the  Sang  of  Persia  for  redress,  and  for  protection  of  trade : 

and  Mocha 

trade  imprac-  — to  obviate  this  difficulty^  the  A^rent  and  Factors  at  Gom<» 

ttcable.  ^'  .  ^ 

broon  stated,  that  the  appearance  of  a  small  Portuguese 
force,  in  the  preceding  year,  had  induced  the  Shahbunder  to 
make  payment  of  custrans,  to  the  amount  of  nine  thousand 
tomands,  and  to  give  them  a  facility  of  trade ;  and  that  the 
annual  arrival  of  two  large  Dutch  ships  had  impressed  tiie 
Shahbonder  with  an  opinion  of  their  power  and  wealth,  and 
faoiHtated  their  trade ;  but  that  the  arrival  of  the  Dragon, 
a  small  ship,  sent  out  on  a  speculation  of  trade  to  Mocha, 
Bussorah,  and  Gombroon,  instead  of  raising  the  English 
character,  tended  to  depress  it,  and  to  do  away  the  only  means 
which  could  be  effisctually  used,  to  ensure  an  opinion  of 
the  power  and  wealth  of  the  Company,  or  to  enforce  the 
observance  of  grants  and  treaties  : — hence,  the  project  of 
sending  the  Dragon  could  not  have  been  founded  upon  a 
knowledge  of  facts,  for  Mocha  was  supplied  by  Armenian  mer* 
chants,  with  Europe  cloth  from  Surat ;  Bussorah,  by  cloth  from 

Aleppo, 

(1)— Letters  firom  the  Deputy  Governor  and  Coancil  of  Bombay  to  the  Court,  22d 
September  1682«  and  8th  January  1682*83. 
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Aleppo^  aiid  Gombroon,  and  by  French  and  Datch  ships ; — it  cha^-^?' 
was,  therefore,  obvious,  that  Mocha  coflfee,  and  silks  from  Bos-  1682-83. 
iK>rah,  could  more  profitably  bteome  a  part  of  a  Europe  cargo, 
obtained  by  purchase,  than  be  exchanged  for  English  goods; 
that  Caramania  wool,  silks^  velvets,  and  other  Persian  goods 
from  Ispahan,  as  wdyi  as  the  payinent  of  customs  at  Gombroon, 
could  only  be  secured^  by  two  or  more  of  the  Compan/s 
largest  ships,  property  armed,  annually  resorting  to  the  Gulf, 
to  protect  the  trade;  because  the  .Persian  meirchants  would, 
fix>m  the  ships  being  manned  by  Europeans,  load  their 
goods  on  board  of  them,  and  pay  a  large  freight,  from  an 
idea  of  security,  as  they  had  done  to  the  Dutch,  who  had 
ofben  drawn  a  profit  of  fifty  or  sixty  per  cent,  and,;  Ui  a  voyage 
to  Bengal,  had  cleared  between  fifty  and  sixty  tihiattsaiid  mpecs. 
These  hcts  and  circumstances  the  Agent  atGomhroon  recom* 
mendied  to  the  consi(teration  of  the  Court,  as  the  only  basis  on 
which  the  acquisition,  or  re^stat^Kshment  c^  the  trade  to 
Persia,  could  rest<*>  ♦         . 

The    Company^s  records  do  not  funftlh  any  infbrma-v  TradeinBen- 

gal  preca- 

tion,   from  Foat*  St.  GsoitaB,  notwithstandinfi:  the  instruc-^  rious,  from 

the  Mogul'i 

tions  which  had  been  given  in  the  last  seaison ;   but  whether  orders  to  en- 

^  crease  the 

this  was  o^ng  to  the  ch^ixge .  iif*  system,  or  jrenderine:  the  custom  from 

°  two  to  three 

Agency  of  Bbisqaj.  indra^ndent  and  distinct  fitnn  that  of  and  a  half 

.  .  .  percent. 

Madras,  or  to  themisearrti^  of  the^dispatches,'  is  uncertain ; 

3  R  2  —it 

(1)— I^^tten  from  the  Agent  and  Facten  at  Qtaelbnom,  l<Hh  Maj  and  gdh  Decern* 
UrlOS2. 
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CHAP.  II.  — ^it  appears^  however,  that  Mr.  Hedges,  the  Director,  had 
1682-83.  arrived  at  Hughly,  and  intimated  his  commisi^oii,  and  the  new 
plan  of  commercial  administration,  with  which  he  was  intrust- 
ed }  and  that  he  had  found  both  Hughly,  and  the  subordinate 
Factories,  disturbed^  by  an  order  which  had  come  from  the 
Mogul,  for  levying  three  and  a  half  per  cent,  customs : — ^the 
Agents  at  Ballasore,  Cossimbuzar,  i&c,  were  struggling  to  be 
exempted  from  this  tax,  and  making  such  purchases  as  would 
meet  the  Company^s  orders*  The  progress  of  Mr.  Hedges'is 
measures,  must  be  collected  from  the  events  of  the  subsequent 
fieas(m.(^> 
Bantamtaken  Th«  revolution  which  had  taken  place  at  Bantam,  in  Au- 

afauresofthe  gust  1682,  accounts  for  the  deficiency  of  intelligence  from  that 
the  "old  Kmg  ancient  seat  of  the  Company's  trade.  By  a  letter  from  a  Mr. 
"r  Engiuh  Hodges,  formerly*  of  the  Bantam  Council,  dated  at  Tonquin> 
obliged  to  re-  it  appears  that  the  Dutch  had  drawn  the  young  King  into  a 
lua.  rebellion  against  his  father,  who,  with  their  aid,   had  been  dirr- 

ven,  not  only  from  Bantam,  but  from  his  other  sea-ports ;  and 
that  when  the  Dutch  became  masters  of  Bantam,  the  young 
King  had  taken  possession  c^  the  Company's  house ;  hence  all 
that  remained  to  the  Agent  and  Council  was,  after  making  in- 
ventories of  the  goods  ia  the  warehouses,  to  proceed  to  Batavia,^ 
where  an  oflfer  was^madb  to  them  by  the  Dutch  Governw,  of 
shipping  to  take  the  Cbmpany'is  property  from  Bantam,  and 

to 

(1)— Letten  from  the  Agent  and  Cmncil  at  HagMjr,  and  the  Agents^  at  the  aubordU 
aale  Faaories  in  Bengal,  27th  Majr,  l4tb  and  18th  Julj,  and  2d  September  l682. 
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to  bring  it  to  Batavia: — ^this  offer  ]Vir.  Hodges  rejected,  p^^P^f 
because  it  would  preclude  the  reparation  which  the  Court  might  1682-83. 
seek  from  the  Dutch  in  Europe,  might  expose  their  property  to 
embezzlement,  and  would  finally  exclude  them  from  a  port, 
the  trade  of  which  had  so  long  been  their  right,  under  a  grant 
of  the  legal  Sovereign,  and  recognised  to  them,  as  such,  inr 
all  the  treaties  between  England  and  the  States  General. 

To.  add  to  these  misfortunies  and  calamities^  Mr, 
Hodges  gave  a  most  unfavorable  report  on  tlie  trade  at  Ton- 
QUiN  and  SiAM,  not  only  from  the  obstruction  to  sales^ 
and  from  the  prices  of  goods  being  raised,  but  from  the  ar- 
bitrary exactions  of  the  Chiefs  at  those  ports,  instigated  by 
the  Fi!etich>  and  Portuguese,  who  had  avowed  their  {project 
of  getting  possession  of  these  market8.<^> 

The  Company,  thus,  aiier  a  trade  to  Bantam  for  eighty 
years,  experienced  the  accumulated  loss  of  principal  and 
interest,  expended  on  their  Dead  Stock  at  that  gprt  and  its 
dependencies,  the  aifiount  of  which  can  only  be  conjectured 
from  a  retrospect  of  the  whole  of  their  proceedings,  in  the 
prices  paid  for  grants,  the  expences  for  buildings^  and  tb^ 
dbarges  of  preserving,  in  their  corporate  capacity,  thiis  $eat 
of  their  government  and  trade,  under  successive  encourage- 
ments from  the  King,  by  his*  Letten^  Patent,  and  by  hi^ 
letters  to  the  King  of  Bantam.  . 

(1)  —Letter  from  Mr.  Hodges,  at  Tonqtiin,  to  Mr.  Cbohnley,  ih\ei  ^7A  Deeember 
1092. 
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1683-84. 


CHARii.  When  information  reached  England,  that  Bantam  had 

1683-84.  been  captw^ed  by  the  Dutch,  the  Court  determined  to  abridge 

Court's  in- 

stroctioni  to  the  equipments  of  the  season  1683-84 ;    but  not  having  re- 

their  Foreign 

Settiemenu    ceived  precise    intelligence,   respecting  the  consequences   of 
the  capture  of  this  Outrage,   the  instructibns  to  their  Foreign  Settlements 

Bantam,  and 

thebankrapt*  were  necessarilv  varied,  in  the  course  of  the  season. 

ciei  of  aeve-         .  ^  ^  . 

ral  great  hoo-  It  could  uot,  for  some  time,   be  discovered,  whether  the 

set  in  Lon-  ^  ^  ^  . 

^^'  States  Greneral  had  authorized  this  proceeding,  or  whether  it 

originated  with  the  Governor  General  of  JSatavia,  as  an  ex- 
pedient to  find  resources  for  maintaining  that  establishment, 
and  funds  for  the  Dutch  trade ;  but  a  sudden  and  considerable 
fall  in  the  Dutch  stocks  led  to  the  conjecture,  that  Bantam 
had  be^i  besieged  and  taken,  in  consequence  of  orders  from 
the  Dutch  Companies ;  the  eflfect  was  precisely  tl^  reverse 
of  what'  they  expected,  for,  from  the  alarm  ^Uken  by  the 
Maritime  Powers  engaged  in  the'  £ast-Indm  tradle,  many 
of  whose  subjects  were  proprietors  of  Dutt^h  East-Iadia 
stock,  unexpected  demands  were  made  on  the'  Dbtch  Com* 
panics,  which  stiH  £Arther  depressed  the  value  of  their  stock ; 
and  as  a  considerable  proportion  of  the  money  drawn  from 

them, 
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tbeiti,  was   tiested  in  the  stock  of  the  Loncfon  £ast*India  chap.  li. 
Company^  its  price,  of  course,  was  proportiooaUy  raised.         1683-84. 

An  eyent,  however,  totally  unconnected  with  Indian  af- 
fairs, occorred  at  this  time,  or  a  great  number  of  bankruptcies 
m  London,  which  materially  a&cted  all  commercial  enter- 
prises^ and  deprived  the  London  Company  of  the  advantages 
which  they  anticipated,  from  the  rise  of  thdr  own  stock,  and 
die  depression  oi  that  of  the  Dutch. 

Under  these  circumstances,  the  Court  resolved  to  employe 
the  fiinpping  intended  for  Bantam,  to  make  an  experiment  of 
trade  to  China.  The  management  of  this  experiment  was 
given  to  the ,  Presidency  of  Subat,  who  were  instructed  to 
pnmde  goods  to  a  large  amount,,  to  be  forwarded,  with  a 

proportion  of  Europe  produce,  to  ports  in  China  j and  to 

leave  sufficient  funds  for  this  speculation,  the  diamond  trade 
was  to  be  suspended,  unless  a  surplus  of  former  stock,  of 
from  ^10,000  to  ^620,000,  coukl  be  spared,  and  applied  to 
this  purpose,  and,  even  in  this  case,  unless  the  diamonds 
(without  including  rubies  and  sapphires)  could  be  purchased 
ten  per  cent,  dieaper  tlian  in  the  preceding  season,  this  part 
of  the  investment  was  to  be  omitted.  Towards  the  close  of 
the  year  it  was  resolved  to  lay  open  the  diamond  trade,  but 
this  determination  was  to  be  kept  secret,  till  the  Company^s 
purchases  could.be  eflfected/^> 

In 

(l)-»^Letto  from  OeCSoarl  to'tfae  Fk^doicj  of  Snial,  «b  May  ififis. 
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CHAP,  ir,  jn  this  situatioii  of  their  affairs  the  Court  reserved  ta 

1683-84;  dispatch  two  ships  for  Surat,  at  the  openings  and  two,  towards 
equipments    tibe  close  of  the  seasoii  1683-84/') 

and  stock  for  .     ^      ,  i  i         i  -   /•  i      i*  i 

Surau  A  farther  tonnage,  however,  was  ordered,  irom  the  fol- 

lowing event : — on  receiving  information  that  tibe  Dutch  funds 
were  so  low,  that  their  imports  were  expected  to  be  inconsi- 
derable, orders  were  given  to  increase  the  investment  in  cloths, 
indigo,  and  pepper,  which  it  was  hoped  mi^t  be  done  at 
reasonable  rates,  because  the  war  between  France  and  England 
had  rendered  the  interference  of  the  French  Company,  in  the 
Surat  market,  less  probable  than  on  former  occasions. 
Court  autbo.  The  King,  by  Letters  Patent,  dated  9th  August  1683, 

tU  to  er^t  authorized  the  Company  to  exercise  Admiralty  Jurisdiction  in 
dic^tai«,  aod  the  countries  within  their  limits : — ^the  object  of  this  grant  was 
miraky'Ju-  to  enable  them  to  seize  and  condemn  the  ships  of  the  Inter- 
India.  lopers  :  for  this  purpoise,  the  President  was  appointed  Judge 

Advocate,  pro  tempore j  to  take  cognizance  of  all  naval  cases ; 
these  powers  were  ^ven  to  the  President  and  Council  of  Surat, 
to  resist  encroachments  on  the  Company's  privileges^  at  the 
time  when  the  ships  and  cargoes  of  the  Interlopers  had  been 
detained  in  England,  and  prosecutions  instituted  against  the, 
owners  and  commanders/^). 

This 

(l)-^Letter  from  the  Court  to  the  Presidency  of  Sorat,  25th  M^J  1683. 

(2)— Letters  from  the  Coartto  the  Presidency  of  Surat,  31st  May,  20th  July,  I4(h 
August,  6th  September,  l6th  November,  and  12th  December  1683,  aod  7th  Apri\ 
1()84,—  Letters  Patent,  granting  the  Company's  authority  to  exercise  Admiralty  Jaria* 
diction,  &c.,  doted  gth  August  l6S3.    (Printed  Coltectioo  of  Charters,  page  1 1&) 
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This  authority  to  the  President  and  Council  of  Surat  was,   CHAP.ir. 
however,  temporary  only,  that  they  might  be  enabled  to  seize  1683-84. 

A   Judge  of 

the  goods  of  the  Interlopers,  and  adiow  the  parties  to  recover,  the  Admiral < 

ty,.  forBoQi* 

by  suits  in  Chancery,  in  England ;  for,  by  a  commission  from  bay»  appoint- 
ed by  the 
the  King,  dated  6th  February  1683*84,  and  from  the  Court,  King. 

dated  7th  April  1684,  Dr.  John  St.  John  was  appointed  Judge 

of  the  Court  of  Admiralty  to  be  erected  in  the  East^Indies, 

and  to  have  cognizance  of  all  admiralty  cases  within  the  Com* 

pany^s  limits.     This  Court  was  to  be  held  at  Bombay,  as  being  a 

possession  acquired  by  the  Crown,  and,  by  it,  vested  in  the 

Company,  in  fuU  property  : — ^it  was  to  consist  of  the  Judge, 

and  two  Merchants,  Company's  servants  :-**the  Judge  was  to  . 

have  a  salary  of  ^200  per  annum,  and  allowances  at  the 

Company's  table ; — he  was  to  take  cognizance  of,  and  to  try, 

examine,  and  decide  on  all  cases  regarding  the  Interippers,  or 

private  merchants,  who  might  attempt,  contrary  to  the  King's 

orders,  and  in  violation  of  the  Company's  exclusive  privileges, 

to  trade,  or  establish  Factories,  in  the  countries  within  their 

limits : — all  the  processes  were  to  be  in  English,  and  not  in 

Latin,  and  a  table  of  fees  was  to  be  framed,  to  prevent  arbi* 

trary  charges  on  the  King^s  subjects,  or  the  Natives  of  India.<^) 

The  capture  of  Bantam  by  the  Dutch,  led  to  the  decla-  Bombay  con- 

ration  of  the  Court,   that,   in  future,  they  would  consider  chief  teat  of 

the   Compa- 
VOL.  II.  3   S  Bombay  oy's  trade  in 

the  £aft-lQ* 
(l)^Letter  from  the  Court  to  the  Presidency  of  Sarat,  7th  April  1684. Com-  dies. 

oiisaion  from  the  King  to  Dr.  St.  John^  to  be  Judge  of  the  Admiralty  Court  in  India;  Gto 

February  1683-84.-——  Commission  from  the  East-India  Company  to  Dr.  St.  John,  Jik 

April  1684. 
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CHAPj[i.  Bombay  as  an  independent  English  settlement^  and  the  seat  of 

1683-84.  the  power  and  trade  of  the  English  nation  in  the  East-Indies^ 

a  resolution  which  was  iticompatihle  with  the  retrenchments^ 

civil  and  military,  ordered  in  the  two  last  seasons. 

Coart*8direo  The  revolution  at  Bantam  had  induced  His  Majesty  and 

tioDB  for  en- 

creaiiDg  the  the  Court  to  send  out  a  naval  and  military  force,  the  object  of 

revenuei    of 

Bombaj.  which  was  to  oblige  the  Native  Powers  to  conform  to  subsisting 
treaties^  and  to  assist  in  the  restoration  of  the  King  of 
Bantam^  who  had  been  dethroned  by  his  son,  instigated  by  the 
I)utch  : — ^when  this  service  should  be  effected,  the  soldiers 
.  embarked  for  that  purpose^  were  to  proceed  to  Bombay,  and 
to  form  the  third  company,  on  the  military  establishment  of 
that  Island.  Forty  recruits,  also,  were  sent,  to  complete  the 
two  established  companies,  and  the  fortifications  were  ordered 
to  be  strengthened  ;  and  to  add  to  the  elective  force  of  die 
garrison,  two  companies  of  Rajpoots,  of  one  hundred  men 
each,  were  to  be  embodied,  and  the  men  selected  from  the 
countries  not  subject  to  the  Mogul,  to  Sambagee,  or  to  the 
Portuguese,  to  be  commanded  by  officers  of  their  own  cast, 
to  use  their  own  arms,  and  to  have  a  weekly  pay,  half  in  rice 
and  half  in  money,  and  when  on  duty,  to  be  blended  with  the 
regular  English  troops. 

To  defray  the  charges  of  this  enlarged  establishment 
(taking  the  Dutch  at  Batavia  as  an  example,  and  proceeding 
on  the  practice  at  St.  Helena)  a  duty  of  half  a  dollar  was 
ordered  to  be  levied  on  all  ships  anchoring  in  the  harbour,  (the 

Company's 
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Compah/s  ships  not  excepted)  a  duty  on  all  fishing  boats,  of  chap.  it. 
one  rupee  each,  per  annum,  whether  those  of  the  Island  or  1683 -84. 
>diose  of  the  Portuguese  at  Tannah,  to  counteract  their  exac- 
tions ;  and  one  rupee  per  annum,  on  each  shopkeeper  on  the 
Island  : — an  exception,  however,  was  made  of  the  ships  and 
boats  of  the  subjects  of  the  Mogul  and  of  Sambagee,  to  pre- 
vent disputes  with  these  powers. 

With  these  sources  of  revenue,  the  Deputy  Governor  and 
Council  were  to  endeavour  to  liquidate  the  debts  incurred  on 
the  Dead  Stock,  estimated  at  so  large  a  sum  as  ^6300,000,  that 
the  revenues  and  debts  might  balance  each  other.<^> 

The  Court,  in  1683-84,  adopted  the  plan  for  the  trade  Two  fleeti, 

under  the 

to  Persia,    so  frequently  recommended   hj  the  Agents  at  command  of 

Sir  John 

Gombroon,  and  approved  of  by  the  Presidency  of  Surat,  or  Wetwang, 

and  Sir  Tho« 

sendinff  a  respectable  naval  force  into  the  Persian  Gulf,  first  to  ?^>  ^^^' 

®  *  Iham,  sent  to 

recover,  at   Gombroon,  the  arrears  of  Customs,  ^stated   to  ^°^'*'.  ^^^  ''«- 

^  '    ^  covering  the 

amount  to  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  tomands,  or  ^^^^^  ^^ 
^450,000  sterling,)  and  next,  by  this  appearance  of  force,  to  '"*^ 
bring  the  Court  of  Persia  to  fulfil  the  subsisting  treaties 
between  England  and  that  Crown.  The  advice  of  the  Etta- 
man  Doulut,  or  Minister  of  Persia,  favoured  this  project  :— 
this  officer  being  ofllended  at  the  insults  ofiered  by  the  Portu* 
guese,  had  requested  the  appearance  of  a  respectable  English 
force  in  the  Persian  Gulf,  to  resist  them,  an  incident  which,  it 

3  S  2  was 

(l)^-Letten  from  the  Court  to  the  Deputy  Goyernor  and  Council  of  Bombay,  and  to 
the  Preiidency  of  Snrat,  15th  August  and  l6th  November  ]683,  and  7th  April  1684. 
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CHAP.  u.  ^as  considered^  might  restore  amity  and  commerce  between 

168o-84.  the  English  and  Persians. 

The  armament^  for  this  purpose,  coincided  with  the  obli*- 
gations  under  which  the  King  and  Company  were  placed,  to 
restore  the  old  King  of  Bantam,  and  the  Company's  trade  at 
that  port,  and  was  divided  into  two  squadrons ;  one,  to  be 
under  the  command  of  Sir  John  Wetwang,  with  instructions 
to  act  against  Bantam,  and  the  other,  under  Sir  Thomas  Grant* 
ham,  intended  for  the  Persian  Gulf.  These  fleets,  in  the  first 
instance,  were  to  co-operate  for  the  relief  of  Bantam,  where 
Sir  John  Wetwang  was  to  act  as  Admiral,  and  Sir  Thomas 
Grantham  as  Vice  Admiral ;  but,  after  this  service  should  be 
efiected.  Sir  Thomas  Grantham  was  to  proceed  to  the  Persian 
Gulf,  under  orders  to  demand  the  payment  of  the  arrears  of 
customs  from  the  King  of  Persia,  that  is,  to  receive  thirty 
thousand  tomands,  in  full  satisfaction  for  the  debts  due  to  the 
Company,  and  to  insist  on  a  Phirmaund  for  the  moiety  of  the 
customs,  agreeably  to  the  ancient  treaty,  when  the  English 
expelled  the  Portuguese  from  the  Island  of  Ormus,  and  re- 
stored Gombroon,  and  the  other  Persian  ports,  to  a  trade 
with  the  coasts  of  India.  As  a  separate  instruction,  the  goods 
at  Ispahan  were  to  be  disposed  of,  and  those  at  Gombroon,  if 
not  sold,  placed  in  safety,  whatever  might  be  the  issue  of  this 
enterprize. 

In  the  progress  of  the  season,  an  arrangement  took  place, 

between 
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between  the  Dutch  and  English,  in  Europe,  by  which  it  was  ^hap^j, 
agreed,  that  Bantam  should  be  restored  to  the  old  King,  on  1683-84. 
certain  conditions. 

The  subsequent  instructions  to  Sir  Thomas  Grantham 
were,  that  the  military,  as  well  as  naval  force  he  commanded, 
should  be  employed  in  maintaining  the  Company's  Factorie3 
along  the  Coasts  of  India,  and  at  Surat  and  Bombay ;  that  he 
was  then  to  proceed  to  the  Gulf  of  Persia,  and  to  make  prizes 
of  Persian  ships  and  property,  till  sufficient  compensation 
should  be  given  for  the  arrears  of  customs,  and  the  other 
losses  which  the  English  had  sustained ; — as  soon  as  prizes^ 
equivalent  to  the  amount  of  the  debt,  should  be  made,  he  was 
to  notify  to  the  Shahbunder  of  Gombroon,  that  he  was  ready 
to  restore  them,  on  condition  that  the  King  of  Persia  would 
enter  into  an  obligation  to  secure  to  the  Company  the  regular 
payment  of  their  moiety  of  customs: — ^he  was  next  to 
employ  the  force  he  commanded,  to  seize  the  Persian  ships 
navigating  to  the  Mogul  dominions,  or  to  those  of  any 
Prince  or  Power  in  amity  with  the  Company,  but  to  retain 
only  the  goods  of  Persian  subjects  found  on  board  ;  and  having 
effected  those  services,  he  was  to  negotiate  terms  for  restoring 
the  treaties  between  England  and  Persia,  as  the  King  and 
the  Court  desired,  that  this  trade  might  not  only  b6  re- 
covered, but  established  upon  a  solid  basis ; — till  this  could  be 
effected^  the  amount  of  the  prizes  (allowing  for  the  shares  of 

the 
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CHAP.  n.   the  captors)  was  to  be  carried  to  the  treasury  at  Surat,  for  the 
1683  -  84.  use  of  the  Company.  <^> 
Fort  St.  The  instructions  of  the  Court  to  Foet  St.  Geoboe^  in 

•George  con- 
stituted a       1683-84^    discover^     that^    notwithstanding    the   disaster    at 

Presidency,  -  i      i     ■ 

andMr.Gyf.  Bantam^    a  resolution   had    been    taken,   to  prosecute    the 

lord  appoint- 
ed President,  trade  between  the  Coromandel  Coast  and  what  they  termed 

'^  the  Southern  Seas;''  but  this  measure  was  affected  by  a 

succession  of  shifting  projects,  and  was  receded  from,  as  in* 

formatioa  arrived  from  the  countries  to  which  the  trade  was  to 

be  directed. 

The  general  ordera  to  the  Fort  were,  that  the  works 
should  be  extended  and  completed,  but  that  the  inhabitants 
should  be  subjected  to  taxes,  in  return  for  the  protection  they 
enjoyed ; — ^that  the  expences  of  the  courts  of  law  should  be 
paid  fr*om  the  fees  of  court ;— -and  that,  if  possible,  a  right  to  a 
Factory  at  Porto  Novo  should  be  obtained,  because  this  might 
become  a  market  for  the  Interlopers. 

In  this  season,  the  Court  constituted  the  Agency  of  Fort 
St.  George  a  Presidency j  and  recalled  Mr.  Hedges,  who  had 
formerly  been  one  of  the  Directors.  It  will  be  recollected, 
that  Mr.  ^Hedges  had  been  appointed  Agent,  with  discretionary 
powers,  to  reform  abuses  in  all  the  Factories  in  Bengal,  and  to 

manage 

(I)— Letters  from  the  Coort  to  the  Presidency  of  Sarat>  and  to  the  Agent  and  Conn* 
oil  at  Gombroon,  3 1st  May,  l6th  September,   and  l6th  November  1663-84,  and  7th 

April  1684. Commissions  and  Instmctions  to  Sir  Thomas  Grantham,  27th  Jnlj  and 

2lst  December  1683. 
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manage  them  as  a  separate  Agency.  Having  failed  in  these  ^^^;"' 
duties,  Mr.  Gyfford  was  appointed  President  at  Madras,  and  1683  •84l 
to  proceed  also  to  Bengal.  During  his  absence  from  the  Fort, 
Mr.  Bigrig  was  to  act  as  Agent  at  Fort  St  Greorge : — ^Mr. 
Gyflford  was  to  be  attended  to  the  Bay  by  a  company  of  soldi»s, 
and  to  take  with  him  arms  and  accoutrements  for  an  additional 
company,  to  be  formed  of  the  seamen,  to  give  the  appearance 
of  strength,  as  well  as  of  dignity,  to  his  mission  and  trans- 
actions : — these  soldiers,  when  af&irs  should  be  settled,  were 
to  return  to  the  Fort,  and  the  seamen  (forming  an  additional^ 
company}  to  be  employed  in  such  lesser  vessels  or  ships,  as 
Mr.  Gyfibrd,  or  his  Council,  might  think  requisite,  for  pro- 
tecting the  trade,  at  such  Factories  on  the  Coast  as  he  might 
establish,  or  to  assist  the  projected  expedition  from  England,, 
imder  Sir  John  Wetwang,  for  the  recovery  of  the  Company's 
Factory  And  trade  at  Bantam. 

It   has  been  stated,  that  the    Court    had    resolved  to  Commercial 

instroctions- 

recover,  by  force,  the  Factory  at  Bantam,   and   the   losses  for  Fort  st. 

George  and' 

incurred  in  the  wars  between  the  old  and  youne  Kinff  and  the  subordinate 
Dutch,  but  an  agreement,  m  Europe,  between  Englknd  and 
the  States  General,  tor  the  restoration  of  the  English  rights  at 
Bantam,  suspended  this  project ;  the  destination  of  this  arma* 
ment  was,  therefore,  changed  for  Acheen,  where,  by  presents 
and  negotiation,  a  grant  was  to  be  obtained  of  one  of  the  old 
Portuguese  forts  at  the  mouth  of  the  river,  where  an  Agent  was 
to  be  fixed,  and  the  forts  strengthened,  under  the  protection  of 

which, 
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CHAP^.  which^  a  town,  like  Madras,  was  to  be  erected,  the  rents  of 
1683-84.  which  might,  in  time,  defray  the  charges,  and  an  Engineer 
employed,  at ^5  per  month,  for  this  service: — ^the  lesser  vessels 
of  this  fleet,  with  a  small  stock  of  goods,  were  to  attempt  the 
formation  of  Factories  at  Pegu,  Siam,  Maccassar,  and  Johore, 
and,  if  possible,  one  small  vessel,  with  a  cargo  of  Coast  goods 
and  skins,  was  to  make  another  experiment  for  a  trade  with 
Japan;  and  letters  were  addressed  by  the  G>mpany  to  the 
£mperor  of  Japan,  and  the  Governor  of  Nagasaki,  praying 
permission  to  trade  at  that  port. 

The  Presidency  of  Fort  St  George  were  farther  informed, 
that  the  ships  of  some  of  the  Interlopers  had  been  detained  in 
Fngland,  and  prosecutions  instituted  against  them ;  t)iat  every 
expedient  abroad,  however,  must  be  tried,  to  obstruct  their 
trade,  within  the  Company's  limits ; — ^in  particular,  th«.t  pepper, 
purchased  from  the  Portuguese,  or  from  Native  ships,  was  to  be 
warehoused  at  the  Fort,  to  be  ready  for  the  Company's  regular 
ships ;  and  that  an  investment,  in  diamonds,  (from  the  vicinity 
of  Golcondah  to  the  Fort,)  was  to  be  attempted,  on  the  Com- 
pany's account,  to  ihe  extent  of  ^20,000  or  ^30,000.<*) 
Mr.  Hedges,  As  Mr.  Hedges  had  been  appointed  by  the  Court  to  be 

Sd'  and'  ^^^^'  ^^*^  a  Council,  at  Bengal,  independently  of  any  sub- 
^\\nu^^^  ordination  to  Fort  St  George,  it  is  material  to  look  at  the 

IVesident  of  •v.ww*^^  j* 

Fort  St.  proceedings 

George  and 

Bengal.  (1)— 'Letters  from  the  Court  to  the  Preaidency.of  Fort  St.  George,  Slst  Maj,  20th 

Jolj,  14th  August^  5th  September,  19th  and  31st  October,  and  21st  December  l6M^ 

aod  29tb  Febroarj  1(783-84. 
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proceedings  of  this  supervisor,  and  at  the  elflfect  of  his  measures    ^^,^'^V 
on  the  sales  and  exports  from  Madras,  as  well  as  on  the  general  1683  -  84. 
interests  of  both  settlements. 

It  might  have  been  expected,  that  Mr.  Hedges,  from  his 
former  rank,  would  have  been  fully  acquainted  with  the  opinions 
of  the  Court,  that  an  undue  influence  had  been  exercised  by 
the  Government  of  Madras,  over  the  Agency  in  Bengal,  to 
favour  the  Private  Trade  of  the  Memb^*s ;  or  that  the  Agents  in 
Bengal,  independently  of  this  control,  had  taken  advantage 
of  the  Company's  stock,  and  employed  it  to  promote  their  par- 
ticular speculations ;  and,  therefore,  that  he  would  have  exe* 
cuted  the  trust  reposed  in  him,  Hr  examined  the  sources  of 
those  evils,  and  acted  on  public  grounds  ;  but,  it  appears,  that, 
instead  of  fulfilling  the  expectations  entertained  of  his  prudence 
and  exertions,  he  had  considered  himself  as  the  only  person 
entrusted  with  the  confidence  of  the  Court,  and,  in  the 
application  of  this  power,  had  involved  their  afi^irs;  for, 
by  intercepting  and  opening  letters,  from  the  Members  of 
Council  to  Sir  Josiah  Child,  the  Governor,  or  Chairman  of 
the  East-India  Company,  he  not  only  lost  the  confidence  of 
the  Court,  but,  the  opportunity  of  controlling  their  servants 
abroad,  and,  therefore,  he  was  dismissed  from  the  ser- 
vice. This  circumstance  induced  the  Court  to  recede 
from  the  plan  of  rendering  Bengal  independent  of  Fort  St. 
George,  and  to  appoint  Mr  Gyffiird,  the  Agent  at  the  Fort, 
VOL.  11.  3  T  to 
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CHAP^ji.  to  be  Agent  at  Bengal^  with  the  title  of  President  over  both 
1683-84,  Settlements. 

Measures  for  This  change  of  system  is  explained^  by  the  impression  of 

theCoroman-  the  Court,  that  the  Dutch   conquest  of  Bantam^  instead  of 

gal  trade.       promoting  the  power  or  influence  of  a  rival  European  Comr 

pany^  would  enable  the  English  Agents  on  the  Coromandel 

Coast^  and  in  the  Bay  of  Bengal,  to  acquire  a  superiority^ 

of  influence    and   of   trade,     in    both   of   those    countries.; 

conceiving  that  the  Dutch  power   and   commerce,    would, 

in  future,  be  confined  to  the  Spice  Islands,  and  their  stock 

and    equipments    for   the    Peninsula  of   India,    diminished^ 

which  would  aflS)rd  the  'English  an  (^portunity    of  larger 

sales  of  Europe  goods,  and  an  unrivalled  purchase  in  Indian 

produce.       It  was  with  these  objects,    that  a  large  vessel, 

the  Charles  the  Second,  mounting  seventy-two  guns,    under 

Sir    Thomas    Grantham,    was  directed  to  cruize  along  the 

Coast  of  Coromandel  and  Bay  of  Bengal,  to  seize  on  the 

Interlopers  of  ev^  description,  and  to  second  the  efibrts  of 

the  Court  at  home,   for  suppressing  a  class  of  freebooters, 

acting  equally  against  the  exclusive  privileges  of  the  Company, 

and  the  interest  of  the  nation. 

B^^^ai^^'nd  Besides  the  stock  sent  to  Bengal  this  season^   bullion, 

t^Stoin  a*    ^s*^"*^*^^  ^*  ^100,000,  was  Ordered  to  be  appropriated  to 

tion  aTibe "   this  branch  of  the  trade  :— of  such  consequence,  indeed^  had 

Ga°*e8°^^^^  the  trade  to  Bengal  now  become,  that  a  military  force  w^s  to 

be  employed  against  the  Interlopers,  and,  if  possible,  to  get 

possession 
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possession  of  an  Island  in  the  mouth  of  the  Ganges^  which  ^^^li/' 
was  to  be  fortified^  and  constituted  a  seat  of  the  Company's  1683-84. 
trade  in  that  part  of  India.  If  such  station  could  be  had, 
by  Phirmaund,  thirty  thousand  rupees  might  be  expended  in 
procuring  it ;  but  though  tbe  force  to  be  employed  against  the 
Interlopers  might  be  able  to  take  possession  of  an  Island, 
it  would  be  dangeiious  to  employ  it  in  this  way,  because  this 
act  might  oflfend  the  Mogul,  and  expose  to  hazard  the 
Company's  privileges  and  trade  at  Surety  and  the  other  ports 
admowledging  obedience  to  him ; — the  measure  was,  there- 
fore^ left  to  the  discretion  of  President  Gyfford  and  his  Council 
who  were  to  consider  the  Bengal  trade  as  the  principal  object 
in  view.<*)  '> 

The  loss  of  BANTAit,  and  the  juncdoh  of  the  Dutch  with  ^^^^  ^ 
the  young  King,  in  his  attack  on  his  father^  has  been  stated  "am,^to°re. 
to  have  been  a  subject  of  negotiation  between  the  King  and  ^adJatBaa- 
the  States  General,    and  to  have  led  His  Majesty  and  the  ^'^' 
Court  to  equip  a  fleet,  and  embark  a  military  force,  under  Sir 
Thomas  Grantham  :-r-4>n  this  occasion,  the  Court  requested 
that  the  officers  commanding  the  ships  might  be  allowed  to  act 
under  the  King's,  as  well  as  under  the  Company's  commission, 
in  the  countries  within  their  limits ;  and  that  the  squadron 
commanded  by  this  officer,  after  re-«stablishing  the  trade  in 

3  T  2  the 

(1)--Letter8  from  the  Court  to  the  Fkesldency  of  Beogal^  30(h  May^  6|h  September^ 
4md  21st  December  l683,  and  5tb  March  1683-84. 
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CHAP.  II.    the  Gulf  of  Persia,  should  co-operate  with  a  fleet  of  six  or 
1683-84.  seven  sail,  under  Sir  John  Wetwang,  who  was  to  command, 
in  the  service  of  relieving  the  old  King  of   Bantam,    and 
re-estahlishing  the  English  trade  at  that  port. 

Sir  Thomas  Grantham  sailed  for  his  original  destination^ 
under  the  instructions  which  have  been  detailed,  as  addressed 
to  the  Presidencies  of  Surat  and  of  Fort  St.  Greorge ;  but 
after  the  King's  and  the  Company's  commissions  had  been 
given  to  Sir  John  Wetwang,  and  the  other  Captains  of  his  fleet, 
the  explanation  took  place  with  the  Dutch  Government,  and 
orders  were  sent  to  the  Governor  of  Batavia,  to  re-deliver 
Bantam  to  the  English: — ^the  original  object  of  the  Court, 
therefore,  was  abandoned,  and  this  officer  did  not  proceed  to 
India;  but  the  ships,  intended  to  be  under  his  command^ 
were  dispatched,  under  Captain  Nicholson,  first  to  ascer- 
tain that  the  orders  for  the  re-delivery  of  Bantam  had 
been  carried  into  execution^  and  next^  to  unite  with  Sir 
Thomas  Grantham's  squadron,  in  the  extirpatiooi  of  the  In- 
terlopers, and  to  second  the  plan  of  establishing  Factories  at 
Acheen,  Siam,  &c.: — Captain  Nicholson  was,  subsequently^ 
to  touch  at  the  Company's  Settlements  on  the  Coromandel  and 
Malabar  Coasts,  and  at  Surat,  and  to  take  in  investments  for 
Europe.  These  views  of  the  Court  were  directed,  rather  to 
*  give  vigor  to  the  trade  within  their  limits,  than  to  any  fixed 
object ;  the  ultimate  orders  being,  that  the  commanders  were 
neither  to  be  intimidated  by  the  Dutch,  nor  to  afford  them  any 

reasonable 


Digitized  by 


Google 


BAST-INBIA     COMPANY,  SO^ 

reasonable  grounds  for ,  complaints^  or  commencing  a  war  in   ^J^^J^- 
the  EastO)  1683-84. 

It  having  been  found,  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  Island  Regulations^ 

.  .  for  St.  He- 

of  St.  Helena^  who^  at  this  time,  did  not  exceed  five  hun^  leoa. 
dred  in  number^  could  not  afford  to  be  subjected  to  the  ex- 
pences  of  courts  of  justice,  it  was  ordered,,  that  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  Island  should  return  to  the  former  system,  to 
whidi  the  inhabitants  had  been  habituated ; — ^that  no  farther 
aliejiationa  of  land  should  be  made,  but  ground  leased  out  for 
a  term  of  twenty-(»ie  years,  and  then  to  revert  to  the  Compa^ 
ny  i  and  that,  to  promote  industry  among  the  planters,  military 
service,,  or  garrison  duty,  might  be  commuted^  on  paying  a 
duty  of  forty  shillings  each  per  annum,,  to  cover  the  charges 
of  a  supply  of  soldiers,  embarked  to  complete  the  garrison 
company ;  this  expence  was  to  be  defrayed  by  a  tax  on  in- 
ternal produce,   and  by  a  duty  onimports^^ 


The  conmiercial  and  political  events,,  communicated  du^*  TnOe  de- 

preised,  by 

ring  thi&season  (1683-84)  by  the  Presidency  of  Surat,  were; —  the  wan  of 

the  Mogul 

that, 

(1)— Letters  from  the  Cbart  to  the  Presidency  of  Sunt,  and  the  hite  Agent  and 
Cooncil  at  Bantam^  then  at  Batavia^  6th  June,  aoth  and  27th  Jvij,  1st  Angost^  and  asd 
October  1683.-*-—  King's  and  Company's  Commissions  to  Sir  John  Wetwang  and  Sir 
Thomas  Grantham,  1st  Aogust,  19th  October^  and  21st  December  1683. 

(2)— Letters  from  the  Court  to  the  Governor  of  the  Island  of  St.  Helena^  1st  and 
ISth  August^  and  gth  October  1683. 
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^w^li/'    *^^*^  from'  the  ware  in  the  inland  provinces,  and  on  the  coasts 
11983-84.  of  the  Peninsula,  between  the  Moral  and  Sambagee  Rajah^ 

and  Samba-     ^^  ^ 

gee,thci»rant  wlio  had  been  joined  by  Sultan  Akbar,  one  of  the  sons  of 

of   mifBdent  . 

stock,  and     AuTungiebe,  the  interruptions  to  the  merchants,    conveying 
rencesof  the  goods  to  Surat,    and  to  the  subordinate  Factories    on  the 

French  and 

Interlopers,  Malabar  Coast,  had  been  frequent ; — that  investments,  to  the 
extent  of  the  Court's  orders,  coidd  not  be  effected ; — ^that 
mobey  continued  scarce,  from  the  non-arrival  of  the  Com- 
pany's ships  and  stock; — diat,  on  hearii^g  of  the  loss  of 
Bantam,  every  exertion  had  been  made  at  Surat,  Calicut,  and 
Carwar,  to  procure  a  quantity  of  pepper,  to  fill  up  from  one 
thousand^  to  fourteen  hundred  tons ; — ^that  cloths  had  risen 
in  price,  net  so  much  from  the  actual  interferences  of 
Ae  French  ships,  as  from  the  reports  which  they  had 
p^ublished,  6f  thjeir  expectations  of  a  large  fleet  and  stock 
in  .the  course  of  the  year ; — ^and  that,  though  they  had  been 
hitherto  much  oppressed  by  the  Portuguese,  that  nation  having 
ofiended  Sambagee  Rajah,  Chaul,  and  even  Goa,  had  been 
invested  by  his  armies,  and,  therefore,  their  means  of  in- 
jurii^g  the  Company^s  trade,  and  their  connexions  with  the 
Natite  IVnveirs,  hid  diminished. 

An  unexpected  event  had,  this  season,  occurred,  which, 
tnore  than  any  other,  embarrassed  the  trade  ;-^-several  ships 
of  the  Interlopers  had  arrired,  and  been  assisted  in  their 
projects  by  Messrs  Bowcher  and  Petit,  two  of  the  Company's 
&ervants^  and  Members  of  Council,  who,  for  this  conduct, 

bad 


Digitized  by 


Google 


BAST-INDIA    COMPANY.  511 

had  been  dismissed  the  service,  and,  in  revenge,  had  reported  chap,  il 
to  the  Native  Governors  and  Princes,  that  the  King  of  Eng-  1683-84. 
land  had!  >vith^dr9»^9na  his  protection  from  the  Company,  and 
transfiocrod  it  to  them,  as  a  new  commercial  Association : — ^this 
insidions. report  had  lessened  the  confidence  of  the  Natives, 
with  virhom  the  Company  had,  hitherto,  transacted,  vi^hile  the 
quantity  of  goods  brought  by  these  illicit  traders  had  affected 
the  sale  of  English  produce,  and  raised  the  price  of  Indian 
articles ;  if  effectual  measures,  therefore,  were  not  taken, 
to.  prevent  this  interference,  the  Company's  trade,  and  their 
Settlements,  must  be  ruined.  These  observations  applied,  with 
equal  force,  to  the  interferences  of  the  Interlopers  in  Bengal, 
and  on  the  Coast  of  Coromandel.  <^> 

From  subsequent  information,  it  appears,  thatSambagee  Presidency  of 

Sarat  esta- 

jRajah,  having  obtauoed  possession  of  Caranjah  from  the  Por-  biiah  a  Fac- 
tuguese,  the  Presidency  of  Surat  established  a  Factory  at  Telli-  cheny. 
c^rry,  conceiving  that  one  thousand  candy  of  pepper  and 
cardamoms,  might  be  obtained  at  this  port,  superior  in  quality 
to  those  of  Calicut.  As  diamonds  had  been  purchased  ten  per 
cent,  cheaper  than  in  the  preceding  year,  an  assortment,  esti- 
mated at  ^10,000,  had  been  obtained,  and,  at  the  close  of  this 
season,    three  ships  were  dispatched  from  Surat  to  England, 

with  an  investment  eg^imated  at  10,22,000  rupees.  (^) 

WhUe 

(1)— -Lettere  from  the  Presidency  of  Sural  to  the  Ck)ort^  10th  and  23d  Aprils  30th 
November^  and  14th  December  1683. 

(2)— Letter  from  the  Preatdencjr  of  SmBt  to  the  Court,  25th  Jaooary  1683.84.— ^ 
Letln  from  the  Agent  at  Calicut  to  the  Presidency  of  Sarat^  4th  May  168S. 
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CHAP.  IL  While  the  Company's  affidrs  at  Surat  were  under  these 

1683  -  84.  political  and  commercial  restraints^  and  Sambagee's  forces  were 
Keigwin  besieging  Caranjah,  a  revolt  took  place  in  the  Island  of  Bom- 
Deputy  Go-    BAY,  the  som^ce  of  which,  and  its  first  appearances,  threatened 

verDor  of 

Bombay,  and  the  whole  of  the  Ck)mpany's  Settlements^    with  ruin,  and 

uket  poises-  .^ 

sioD  of  the  particularly  endangered  the  Enfirlish  interests  on  the  West 

Island  in  the  '^  "^     ,  ^  ^ 

name  of  the  'Coast  of  India.     • 

King. 

Captain  Richard  Keigwin,  who  commanded  the  Com- 
pany's garrison  at  Bombay,  assisted  by  Ensign  lliornbum  and 
others,  on  the  27th  December  1683^  seized  on  Mr.  Ward,  the 
Deputy  Governor,  and  such  Members  of  Council  as  ad- 
hered to  him,  assembled  the  troops  and  militia,  annuUed  the 
authority  of  the  Company,  by  proclamation,  and  declared  the 
Island  to  be  immediately  under  the  King's  protection : — ^the 
garrison,  consisting  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  English  soldiero^ 
and  two  hundred  topasses,  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  Island, 
elected  Captain  Keigwin  to  be  Governor,  and  appointed  ofiicers 
to  the  different  companies,  with  suitable  rank,  and  civSi 
officers,  store-keepers,  harbour-masters,  &c.  declaring,  how- 
ever, that  the  Company  might,  if  their  servants  would  ac- 
knowledge the  King's  Government,  as  proclaimed,  and  did 
not  interfere  with  the  administration  of  it,  proceed  in  their 
trade,  without  molestation.  Keigwin  took  possession  of  the 
Conipany's  ship  Return,  and  the  Hunter  frigate,  and  landed 
the  treasure,  amounting  to  between  fifty  and  sixty  thousand 
rupees^    intended  for  the  investment  at  Carwar,    which  he 

lodged 
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lodged  in  the  Fort,  and  published  a  declaration,  that  it  should    chap.  il. 
be  employed  only  for  the  defence  of  the  King's  Island  and  1683-84. 
Government. 

Unexpected  as  this  event  was,  the  measures,  which  for 
several  years  had  been  adopted,  of  abridging  the  charges  of 
Bombay,  and  particularly  the  military  e^pences,  will  explain 
the  sources  of  it : — ^the  officers,  both  in  jtheir  rank  and  pay, 
had  been  placed  lower  than  they  had  formerly  been,  and  the 
militia  had  been  so  much  reduced,  that  not  only  discipline  had 
been  relaxed,  but  the  authority  of  the  officers,  over  the  men,  at 
an  end : — discontents,  of  course,  bordering  on  disobedience, 
could  not  be  easily  repressed,  and  an  incident,  only,  was  want- 
ing, to  kindle  this  discontent  into  a  revolt.  Captain  Keigwin 
applied  for  subsistence-money,  ^  there  being  no  Company's  table, 
as  formerly : — after  much  altercation,  between  him  and  the 
Deputy  €rovemor,  he  was  allowed  money,  to  the  extent  of 
twenty-five  rupees  per  month  ;  but,  in  case  the  Court  should 
disapprove  of  this  allowance,  it  was  to  be  refunded. 

The  first  measure  taken,  after  the  revolt,    was  a  pro-  Measores  of 
clamotion,    by  Captain  Keigwin,    requiring  the  inhabitants  assuming  tho 

,         -•     „      .  T      T^«  1  government 

to  take  the  oaths  of  allegiance  to  the  King,  and  to  renounce  of  Bombay. 
their  obedience  to  the  Company: — ^with  this  proclama- 
tion the  whole  of  the  garrison,  militia,  and  inhabitants, 
readily  complied ;  the  troops,  from  an  expectation  of  relief 
from  the  grievances  of  which  they  had  complained,  and  the 
inhabitants,  from  tiie  usual  expectations  held  out  to  Mobs,  of 
relief  from  taxes.  To  such  a  height  did  this  frenzy  proceed, 
VOL.  II.  3  U  that. 
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CHAP,iL  that,  in  the  sequel,  we  shall  find  the  crews  of  the  Company's 
1683-84.  ships  sent,  first  with  Commissioners,  and  next  accompany- 
ing President  Child  to  Bombay,  to  prevail  on  Captain 
Keigwin,  and  his  adherents,  to  return  to  their  duty,  in- 
stead of  being  disposed  to  act  offensively  against  the  re- 
volters,  caught  the  prejudices  by  which  they  were  instigated, 
and  could  not  be  intrusted  in  the  most  necessary  services, 
which  the  Commissioners,  and  afterwards  the  President  and 
his  Council,  thought  might  be  efiectual  for  the  restoration  of 
order  and  legal  authority^ 

Captain  Keigwin,  and  his  associates,  then  addressed  letters 
to  His  Majesty,  and  to  the  Duke  of  York,  expressive  of  their 
determination  to  maintain  the  Island  for  the  King,  till  his 
pleasure  should  be  known,  and  enumerated  the  causes  which 
had  imposed  upon  them  the  necessity  of  revolt,  or  to  pre« 
vent  the  Island  being  seized  by  Sambagee,  who  was  in  pos- 
session of  Caranjah,  or  by  the  Siddee,  or  Admiral  of  the 
Mogul,  who,  with  a  numerous  naval  force,  lay  near  it,  each 
having  in  view  to  expel  equally  the  King's  or  the  Company's 
forces  from  a  station,  of  which  both,  for  a  number  of  years, 
had  been  jealous,  and  each  afraid  that  the  other  might  anti- 
cipate him  in  acquiring. 

Captain  Keigwin,  and  the  conspirators,  next  represented 
to  the  Court  of  Committees,  that  the  selfish  schemes  of  Sir 
Jofiiafa  Child,  in  England,  and  of  his  brother,  Mr.  John  Child, 
ifae  President  of  Snrat,  of  whom  Mr.  Ward,  the  Deputy  Go- 
vernor 
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verrior  of  Bombay,  was  an  instrument  only,  had  been  the  real   chap^ii, 
source  of  their  conduct;  adding,  that  both  the  garrison  and  1683-84. 
inhabitants  were  determined  to  preserve  the  place  in  its  al- 
liance, till  the  King's  pleasure  should  be  conveyed  to  them. 

When  the  President  and  Council  of  Surat  were  informed  Measures  of 

President 

of  this  unexpected  and  dangerous  revolt,  they  appointed  three  ^^|1^'  ^°^; 
Commissioners  (Mr.  Zinzan,  Mr.  Day,  and  Mr.  Gosfright)  J^Xaf '*''' 
to  proceed  with  three  of  the  Company's  ships  to  Bombay,  ^^^^7^ 
and    endeavour,    by   promises    of    pardon    and    redress   of 
grievances,  to  persuade  the  revolters  to  return  to  their  duty 
to  the  Company.    After  fruitless  conferences  for  a  month,  in 
which  every  expedient  wttfi  tried,   on  the  part  of  the  Commis- 
sioners, and  refused,  on  the  part  of  Captain  Keigwin  and^  his 
adherents,  1they  were  satisfied,  that  persuasions  and  threats 
were  equally  unavailing. 

.  On  the  31st  January  1683-84,'  President  Child  ar- 
rived  off  Bombay,  with  three  more  of  the  Company's 
ships,  the  three  which  came  with  the  Commissioners  ha« 
ving  been,  at  diflferent  times  in  this  month,  dispatched  to 
England,  with  the  Company's  investments.  The  Commis- 
sioners remained  on  board  a  country  vessel,  while  Presi- 
dent Child  held  conferences  with  Captain  Keigwin,  and 
repeated  promises  of  pardon  and  redress  of  grievances : — 
this  oflfer,  also,  was  unavailing,  for  the  animosity  of  Cap- 
tain Keigwin,  and  his  adherents,  was  directed  against  the 
President  and  his  brother,    Sir  Josiah  ChUd,  to  whose  in- 

3  U  2  fluence 
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^HAP^.  fluence  they  ascribed,  not  (mly  the  sufftiings  which  luid  drifett 
1683-84,  them  to  the  measures  which  they  had  taken,    but  all  the 
evils  of  which  they,  and  the  greater  part  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  Island,  complained. 

After  consultations,  which  continued  till  the  month  of 
March  1683-84,  and  after  duly  reflec^ng  on  not  having  any 
military  force  which  could. reduce  the. Island  to  obedience, 
and  that  the  crews  of  the  ships  so  far  favoured  the  re- 
volters,  that  they  would  not  act  offensively  against  them, 
it  was  determined,  to  dispatch  the  three  G>mpany's  ships, 
with  their  cargoes,  estimated  at  above  one  million  of 
rupees,  to  England,  and  to  station  two  confidential  persons 
at  the  Island  of  Kenery,  and  two  at  the  Portuguese  set^ 
tlement  at  Vissavah,  by  permission  of  the  Siddee^  and  of 
the  Portuguese  Governor,  to  employ,  boats,  whenever  ships 
might  appear  in  the  offing,  to  direct  the  captains  not  to 
go  into  Bombay  harbour,  but  to  proceed  directly  to  Swally. 
Under  these  circumstances,  the  President  and  his  Council 
returned  to  Surat,  leaving  the  Island  of  Bombay  in  the  pas-' 
session  of  (he  revolters. 
Therecoveiy  Besides  the  want  of  force,   military  or  naval,:  another 

of  Bombav 

impeded  by    not  less  Strong  motive,  rendered  this  conduct  of  the  President 

Che  Inter- 

lopeni.  and  his  Council  indispensable : — the  Interlopers  had,  for  years, 

been  encreasing,  and,  in  the  present  season,  had  been  mwe 
numerous  than  in  any  former  year;  strong  apprehensions, 
therefore,   were  entertained,    either    that   the  revolters  had 

been 
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iMtigatod  by  the  AgentB  of  the  Interlopers^  or  that,  could  ?5^^3' 
force  haye  be^  employecly  a  connection/  between  Captain  1683-84. 
Keigwin  and  these  Adventurers^  would  be  formed  (for  they 
had  frequently  reported^  that  a  new  East-India  Company 
had  been  instituted  in  England,  in  whose  employ  they  were)^ 
and  that  the  latter  would  assist  the  insurgents,  and  get 
possession  of  the  Island.  (^> 

The  ccHumercial  intercourse  with  Pebsia^  at  the  period  Declining 

^  .T*.  State  of  the 

when  the  Company  s  trade  at  Surat  and  Bombay  was  un*-  trade  iuBerw 

sia* 

hinged  by  this  revolt,  must,  in  a  great  measure,  be  consi- 
dered as  a  disconnected  subject  It  may  be  reooUected,  that 
the  Court  had  formed  a  project,  and  equipped  a  yessel  to 
carry  into  execution  a  series  of  exchanges  from  £^gland 
to  Mocha,  thence  to  Gombroon  and  Busaorah,  (at  which 
l^aces  it  was  expected  that  English  produce  could  be  disposed 
of)  and  to  collect,  at  those  ports,  coffee,,  silks^  and  Persian 
goods,  the  principal  part  oi  the  tonnage  to  be  filled^  up  at 
Gombroon,  fronf  which  the  i^p  it^as  to  return  to  Surat,  and 
then  proceed  to  Europe,  with  the  Company's.  rq;«lar  fleet 

The 

(1)— Letters,  Papen,  Commissions,  Instructions,  kc.  from  the  Presidency  of  Su- 
nt, relative  to  the  Island  of  Bombay  -,  Report  of  Commissioners,  fcc.  dOth  November 
39th  and  30tb  December  1683,  and  1st,  5th,  6th,  ftfa,  lOth,  14th,  and  30th  Ja- 
nuary 1683-84. Account  of  the  Revolt  at  Bombay,  January,  February,  and  March 

1683-84. Address  from  the  Revolters,  and  Captain  Keigwin's  Letters  to  His  Ma* 

jesty,  and  to  His  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  York,  28th  January  and  23d  February 

1683*84. Correspondence  between  President  Child  and  the  Revolters,  in  the  month 

of  February  1683-84.  (Indian  Register  Office.) 
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<;HAP.iL  The  Agents  at  Ispahan  and  Gombrcx>Q  reported,  that  the 

1683  -84.  basis  of  this  project,  or  the  sale  of  English  produce  at  Mo- 
cha, Bnssorah,  &c«,  had  failed,  or  was  impracticahle,  and 
that  the  plan,  of  course,  could  not  be  realized ; — ^farther,  they 
stated,  that  *the  orders  for  Persian  goods  at  Ispahan  and  Gom- 
broon, could  not  be  compUed  with,  for  the  exports  could  not 
be  disposed  of,  to  purchase  an  investment  of  silks,  Caramania 
wool,  &c.,  to  make  part  of  the  homeward  cargo;  but,  if 
proper  Agents,  with  a  sufficient  stock,  should  be  employed  at 
Ispahan,  these  articles  might  be  procured,  for  the  ships  of  the 
following  season,  under  the  risks  of  interruption  of  privileges, 
and  the  uncertainty  of  their  being  renewed/^) 

The  events  at  the  Presidency  of  Fobt  St.  George,  this 

srceo^^^^  season,  were  few,  and  regarded  only  the  provision  of  their 

pr^reaii*°  investments  for  Europe,  and  the  plan  which  they  had  adopted, 

andoSrort    ^^  obstructing  the  trade  and  projects  of  the  Interlopers.     On 

^e^intcrio-    ^y^j^  fygt/t<fi  thcsc  subjects,  after  expressing  their  disappointment, 

that  sufficient  tonnage  had  not  arrived,  fftey  specified  the 

amount  of  the  investment,  on  board  the  two  ships  which  they 

had  dispatched  for  Europe,  viz.  2,53,500  pagodas;— on  the 

second,  that  by  an  application  to  the  King  of  Golcondah  and 

his  officers,  they  had  excluded  the  Interiopers  £*om  Porto 

ISlovo,  and  trustedrthat  Alley,  the  principal  of  them,  would  not 

be 

Xi)-4^tt6n.jrrom  tbe  Agent  and  Factors  m  PeraU,  dOth  May,  2i8t  Scpteoaber,  and 
•17th ]>ecember  1683/  and  I ithJanoary  1683-84. 
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be  received  on  the  Coromandel  Coast,  but,  that  they  suspected  9^^^'JV 
he  had  proceeded  for  Bengal ;  that  the  Interlopers  had  offered  1683-84. 
to  the  King  of  Golcondah's  ministers^  according  to  their 
report,  fifty  thousand  pagodas,  but  these  officers^  expecting 
the  same  sum,  if  a  Phirmaund  should  be  granted  to  the  Cohv- 
pany,  the  President  had  been  obliged  to  evade  this  demand ; 
but  submitted  to  the  Court,  that  should  a  Phirmaund  be 
obtained,  for  excluding  the  Interlopers  from  the  King  of  Gol^ 
cpndah's  dominions,  a  considerable  expence  must  be  incurred^ 
the  payment  of  which  was  preferable  to  the  constant  unoer* 
tainty  and  state  of  alarm,  in  which  the  Company's  trade  was 
kept,  by  the  arbitrary  exactions  of  officers,  stimulated  by  the 
appearances  of  these  Private  Traders.  In  so  far,  however,  the 
Company's  rights  had  been  extended,  that  Factories  were,  this 
season,  established  at  Cuddalore,  and  Conimere^  in  the  Gingee 
country*  (^^ 

No  particular  accounts  of  the  state  of  the  trade  or  Settle«- 
ments,  in  the  Bay  of  Bengal,,  appear  on  the  Company's 
records,  during  this  season. 

Among  the  events  of  the  preceding  year,  the  revolution  at  The  Compa- 

iiy*8  servflots 

Bantam  was  detailed,  by  which  the  old  King  had  been  ex-  at  their  late  ' 

Agency  at 

pelled,  and  made  prisoner  by  his  son,  instigated  to  rebellion  Bantam, 

obliged  to  re- 

by  the  Dutch :— in  this  season,  the  son,  also,  had  been  de-  tire  to  Surar, 

•^  and  the  trade 

throned,  and  the  government  and  trade  of  the  port  and  its  toSiam,Ton. 

dependencies  io»t* 

(l)^Letters  trom  the  President  and  Council  at  Fort  St.  G«org6  to  the  Coart,  14th 
Jane  and  llth  October  i6S3. 
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CUAP.  II.  dependencies  assumed  by  the  Dutch.    This  event  had  deranged 

1683-84.  all  the  plans  of  the  Company  for  opening  the  Southern  trade, 

of  which  Bantam  was  to  be  the  seat,  or  having  Agents  at 

Siam,  Tonquin,  Tywan,  and  for  a  time  at  Amoy,  and  opening 

a  trade  with  Japan,  and  afterwards  with  Canton. 

The  Dutch,  after  being  in  possession  of  Bantam,  allowed 
the  English  Agent  and  his  Council  to  retire  to  Batavia,  to  collect 
the  remains  of  their  property,  and  to  wind  up  their  trade ;  but, 
in  a  short  time,  signified,  that  it  would  be  expedient,  those 
Agents  and  their  ships  should  leave  Batavia,  and  retire  to 
Surat,  compliance  with  which,  in  the  course  of  this  season, 
became  unavoidable : — such  part  of  the  English  manufactures, 
as  remained  in  their  possession,  and  which  were  not  vendible 
at  Tywan  or  Batavia,  were  sent  to  Fort  St.  George  and  Surat. 

The  late  Agent  of  Bantam,  and  his  Council,  left  Batavia 
on  the  23d  August,  and  arrived  at  Surat  the  3d  November 
1683,  with  money  and  goods,  amounting  to  thirty-nine  thou- 
sand pieces  of  eight,  which  sum  was  charged  to  the  Surat 
account,  and  the  debts  of  the  Factories,  formerly  subordinate 
to  Bantam  (or  Siam,  Tonquin,  Tywan,  and  Jambee)  in  like 
manner,  amounting  to  one  hundred  and  seventy-six  thousand 
pieces  of  eight. 

The  seat  of  the  Compan/s  trade,  in  this  part  of  India, 
from  these  events,  being  lost,  the  difficulties  of  continuing 
commerce  or  connexions  at  Siam,  Tywan,  and  the  other 
dependencies  on  Bantam,  followed  as  necessary  consequences  : 


Digitized  by 


Google 


BAST-^INDIA     COMPANY.  521 

— ^andy  to  these  evils,  the  conduct  of  the  Portuguese,  at  Macao,    chap.il 
must  he  added ;  for,  by  bribing  the  Viceroy  of  Canton  with  1683-84. 
^10,000,  they  had  excluded  all  other  nations  from  the  trade 
at  that  port,  and  thu&  interrupted,  and,  for' the  time,  wholly 
prevented  the  Company's  servants  and  shipping  from  obtain- 
ing any  portion  of  the  China  trade.(^> 


(I)— Letters  from  the  late  Agent  and'Coaodl  at  Bantam  to  the  PreBidenciea  of  Snnit 
and  Fort  St.  Geoige,  dated  at  Bataria,  from  April  to  Angait  l6^.-«—  Lettenfiron^ 
Freudency  of  Snrat  to  the  Courts  dated  in  November  and  December  l683. 


VOL.  II.  3  X 
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1684-85. 


CHAP.  II.  At  the  commencement  of  tlie  season  1684-855  the  Court 

1684-85.  appear  to  have  proceded  on  the  same  plan  of  obstructing  (with 
to  check  the  the  support  of  the  Crown)  the  Interlopers  in  EmtipCi  and  of 
and  lessen '    abridging  the  charges  at  Bombay,  civil  and  military. 

the  chaive  of  

Bombay.  The  Interlopers  had,  hitherto,  clandestinely  equipped  ships, 

and  taken  in  cargoes  from  England,  and  had  proceded  direct 
to  the  East-Indies,  and,  on  their  arrival,  by  similar  arts,  had 
eluded  the  restraints  which  the  Presidencies  and  Agencies  h^d 
endeavoured  to  impose  on  them  :  in  this  season,  however,  they 
had  recourse  to  an  expedient,  which,  in  the  sequel,  will  he 
found  to  have  been  the  source  of  remonstrances,  as  well  as 
treaties,  between  the  Maritime  Powers.  The  ships,  instead  of 
taking  in  their  cargoes  at  a  British  port,  went  to  Ostend,  and 
took  in  Europe  produce,  on  British  capital,  and  thence  pro- 
ceeded to  India : — ^the  Court,  on  discovering  this  project,  applied 
io  the  King,  who  ordered  a  man  of  war  to  intercept  them,  but 
two  of  their  vessels  escaped ;  instructions  were,  therefore,  sent 
to  the  Company^s  Agents,  to  seize  their  ships  and  goods. 

The  plan  of  abridging  the  charges  of  the  officers  intrusted 
with  the  defence  and  protection  of  Bombay,  was,  unhappily, 
carried  to  the  extreme  of  ordering  the  half  allowance,  paid 

for 
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for  diet  to  Captain  Keigwin^  to  be  refimded  (a  circumstance   chap.ii. - 
which,  but  for  its  consequences,  would  not  have  been  noticed),  1684-85. 
and  this  parsimonious  measure  produced  the  discontents,  and 
probably  the  revolt  of  the  garrison,  detailed  among  the  foreign 
events  c^  the  preceding  season. 

The  Court,  from  the  constant  alarm  in  which  the  Presi-  Commercial 

instructions 

dency  of  Subat  had  been  kq>t,  by  the  wars  between  Sambagee  ^^^  Bombay. 
and  the  Mogul,  resolved^  that  one  half  of  their  fleet  should 
take  in  the  investment  at  Bombay,  instead  of  Surat,  and  in- 
structed the  Preddent  to  temporise  with  both  of  these  powers ; 
with  the  one,  by  an  application  for  permission  to  re-establish 
the  Factory  at  R^ahpore;  and  with  the  other,  by  presents  to 
the  Governor  of  Surat,  to  prevent  his  taking  any  alarm,  from 
the  removal  of  part  of  the  Company's  goods  and  shipping  from 
that  port/') 

These  orders  had  been  given  previously  to  the  Court's  re-  a  Secret 
ceiving  intelligence  of  the  revolt  at  Bombay;  but,  as  soon  as  the  of  Directors 
advices  of'  this  event  arrived,  and  information,  that  Captain  report  to  the 

King  on  the 

Keigwin  had  addressed  letters  and  remonstrances  to  the  King  revolt  at 

Bombay. 

and  Duke  of  York,  and  attempted  to  explain  away  a  public 
crime,  by  the  necessity  of  preserving  the  Island  in  its  alle- 
giance to  the  King,  and  to  save  it  fit>m  becoming  a  conquest 
toJSevagee,  or  the  Mogul,  theCourt  appointed  a  Committee  of 
Secrecy,  with  powers  to  make  af^lication  to  His  Majesty,  and 

3X2  to 

(1)— Letters  from  the  Court  to  the  Preiideiicy  of  Surat,   18th  April  and  2d  Jnlj 
1684. 
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CHAP.  11.   to  concert  such  measures,  as  might  be  advisable  for  the  reco- 

1684-<85.  very  of  the  place. 

The  Secret  Committee  stated^  in  a  report  to  the  King, 
dated  the  15th  August  1684^  that,  from  the  period  when  their 
Charter  and  privileges  had  been  renewed,  their  officers  and 
soldiers  had  enjoyed  encouragements,  superior  to  those  which 
the  Dutch  granted  to  their  troops; — ^that  the  pay  and  al- 
lowances of  an  English  soldier  were  greater  than  those  of  an 
inferior  Dutch  officer; — ^that  their  President  and  Governor, 
so  far  from  cruel  and  oppressive  conduct  towards  the  garrison, 
had,  on  all  occasions,   manifested  every  indulgence,  compa- 
tible with  the  duty  of  rendering  the  revenues  equal  to  the 
charges  of  the  establishment ; — ^that  since  the  Island  had  been 
transferred  to  the  Company,  they  had  expended  the  laige  sum 
of  <3^300,000,  on  fortifications  and  improvements,  had  con- 
structed an  excellent  harbour,   to  become  the  resort  of  the 
English  trade,  and,  in  the  preceding  season,  had  embarked 
seventy  soldiers  to  St.  Helena,  and  two  complete  companies  to 
Fort  St.  George ; — ^that  they  had  authorized  the  President  to 
engage  'five  companies  of  Native  troops,  to  serve  at  Bombay, 
and  that  the  source  of  the  rebellion  could  be  traced  to  Mr. 
Petit  and  Mr.  Boucher,  two  of  the  Company's  civil  servants, 
who  had  been  dismissed,  for  encouraging  the  Inteiiopers,  of 
whom  they  now  had    become   the  leaders,    and  had  made 
application  to  the  Mogul,   to  obtwi  privileges  for  a  Fac- 
tory at    Surat,    similar    to    that    of  the   Company; — ^that 

these 
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these  proceedings  tended  to  sedace  the  Compan/s  garrison,  CHAP.n. 
who  had  become  instruments  in  the  interloping  projects,  as  1684-85 
appeared  in  the  reasons  assigned  by  the  revolters  for  their 
conduct ;  and  thus  the  evil  (in  their  own  language)  ^^  had 
"  outrun  the  remedy;'*  for  they  had  revived  the  question, 
(contrary  to  the  prerogative  of  His  Majesty)  whether  a 
grant  from  the  Crown,  without  the  authority  of  the  Le- 
gislature, could  give  exclusive  privil^es  to  the  East-India 
Company? — ^and,  that  the  revolt  had  been,  also,  encou- 
raged^ by  the  Company^s  not  having  power  (as  appeared 
in  the  former  cases  of  Sir  Edward  Winter,  at  Fort  St 
George,  and  at  Bombay  and  St.  Helena)  to  seize,  and 
bring  to  trial,  their  servants,  for  disobedience  and  insub- 
ordination.  The  Secret  Committee^  therefore,  prayed  His 
Majesty,  that  the  rights  and  powers  of  the  Company  might 
be  clearly  defined;  —  that  a  Commission  might  be  issued^ 
under  the  Great  Seal,  for  restoring  the  Ii^land  of  Bombay 
to  them ;  and  a  pardon  c^fered  to  the  revolters,  'with  the 
exception,  of  the  four  principals.  Captain  Keigwin,  Ensign 
Thomburn  (who  had  been  the  chief  ringleader).  Captain 
Addorton,  and  Lieutenant  Fletcher;  and  that  His  Majesty 
would  issue  a  proclamation,  ordering  all  Interlopers  to  leave 
India,  under  severe  penalties,  W  *? 

This 


(i)— Report  from  the  Socret  Committee  of  the  East-India  Companj  to  King  Chirlet 
IL>  15th  Aagmt  l684. 
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CHAP.  IT.  This  request^  as  far  as  regarded  the  reductioii  of  the 

1684-85.  Island  of  Bombay  to  the  Compan/s  obedience,  was  immediate- 
to  Capuin,  Ij  granted,  and  an  order  issued,  under  the  Sign  Manual,  to 
deliver  Bom-  Captain  Keigwiu  and  his  associates,  to  deliver  up  the  Island  to 

bay  to  the  i      /^ 

Companj  3    the  P^ideucy  of  Surat,  or  to  such  persons  as  the  Company 

and  oommis-  ,     .  1      ^^ 

•ion  to  Sir     miffht  appoint^io  receive  it : — a  Commission,  under  the  Great 

JohnChild>  ® 

to  offer  a  ge-  Seal,  dated  the  25th  August  1684,  was  also  directed  to  Presi* 

neral  pardon 

totherevoi*  dent  Child,  to  tiie  Members  of  the  Councils  at  Surat  and 

ters>  except 

the  four  ring*  Bombay,   and  to  the  commanders  of  the  Company's  ships, 

leaden* 

empowering  them  to  receive  the  Island  from  Keigwin  and  his 
associates,  and  to  offibr  a  general  pardon  to  all  (except  the  four 
ringleaders)  who  should^  within  twenty-four  hours  after  notice, 
return  to  their  duty. 
Coart's  in.  President  Child  was  appointed,  under  these  commissions, 

ftructionif  for  rr  ^  ^ 

;g^^°g  ^^  Captain  General  and  Admiral  of  the  Company's  sea  and  land 
forces ;  Sir  lliomas  Grantham,  Vice  Admiral;  and  the  senior 
commander  of  the  Company's  ships.  Rear  Admiral;  with 
orders  to  assemble  the.  fleet,  and  such  forces  as  they  oould 
muster  at  Surat,  (the  men  having  been  instructed  in  the  use 
of  small  arms  during  the  voyage,)  and  to  proceed  to  Bombay^ 
where  they  were  to  intimate  the  King's  commandi  to  Ke^gwin^ 
and  require  him  to  surrender  the  Island : — ^in  the  event  of  hn 
refosal,  he,  and  all  who  might  adhere  to  him,  were  to  be  pro- 
daimed  rebeb  and  traitors : — a  Council  of  War  was  then  to  be 
assembled,  to  concert  measures  for  acting  ofiensively,  and  to 
idkt  rewards  for  apprdiending  the  principal  mutineers,  thatis, 

four 
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ftmr  thousand  rupees  finr  sdsbg  Captain  Keigwin^  four  thou-  ^5^^' 
sand  for  Ensign  Thombum^  two  thousand  for  Captain  Adder-  1684-65% 
ton^  and  two  thousand  for  Lieutenant  Fletcher^  and  eight 
thousand  fupees  to  he  distributed,  according  to  rank,  to  such 
persons  as  might  signalise  themselves  in  the  service,  with  as- 
surances to  those  who  might  be  wounded,  of  a  suitable  pro^ 
vitton  by  the  Company,  or,  in  the  event  of  their  being  killed, 
of  an  allowance  to  their  families^ 

The  instructions,  given  l^  the.  Secret  Committee  to  the 
President  and  Council  of  Surat,  in  substance  were,  to  try 
every  expedient  to  induce  ihe  revolters  to  surrender,  and 
to  employ  force  only,  on  their  obstinately  refusing  to  de- 
liver up  the  place,  still,  however,  keeping  to  His  Majesty's 
orders,  of  exc^ing  the  principal  mutineers ;  but,  in  the  event 
of  a  general  pardon  having  bieen  granted,  before  the  arrival  of 
those  orders,  the  four  ringleaders  were  to  be  strictly  watched, 
«nd^  in  case  of  any  farther  attenq>ts  by  them,  they  were  to  be 
brought  to  trial  for  their  first  act  of  rdl>elliim,  and  if  found 
guilty,  to  be  executed,  that  an  example  might  be  made,  to 
prevent  future  revolts : — in  the  event  of  their  resisting,  till  the 
orders  arrived,  they  were  to  be  tried,  as  rebels  and  traitors. 

For  the  better  preservation  of  the  Island,  in  obedience  to 
the  King  and  to  the  Company,  the  seat  of  the  Company^s  Go- 
vernment was  to  be  removed  from  Surat  to  Bombay,  where  the 
President  and  Council  were  to  reside,  and  a  force  of  three 
English  companies  to  be  maintained,  with  such  number  of 

native 
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CHARU.    nati?e  troops  and  militia,  as  the  President  might  deem  it 
1684-85.  expedient  to  employ. 

Captain  Tjr-  The  Court,  by  a  subsequent  application  to  the  King, 

Navy,  sent    obtained  an  order  for  Captain  Tyrrel,  with  His  Majesty's  ship 

out,  to  re- 
ceive the  Is-    Phoenix^  to  accompany  the  fleet,  and  to  command,  under  the 

land  from  the  t»       .  .       ,  ^  •     xr   • 

revoiters,  and  President,  m  the  reduction  of  the  reverters.    If  Captam  Keig- 

redeliverit 

to  the  Com-  win  should  refuse  to  deliver  up  the  Island  to  Preiddent  Child, 

pany. 

or  to  any  of  the  Company's  officers,  Captain  Tyrrel,  who  com- 
manded the  King's  ship,  was  authorized  to  accept  of  the 
surrender,  and  to  re-deUver.  it  to  the  Company: — ^this  ser- 
vice being  performed,  he  was  to  continue,  in  India,  with  the 
Phoenix,  at  the  Company's  expence,  for  one  season,  and  to  be 
employed,  under  the  directions  of  the  President  and  Council, 
in  capturing  the .  vessels  of  Interlopers,  and  to  receive  half  of 
the  Company's  mmety  of  such  seizures,  for  his  encouragement 
in  the  service.  0)  .  ' 

Commercial  The  commercial  information  to  the  Presidency  of  Surat 

to  Sunt.  was,  that  the. tonnage  and  stock  would  be  considerable,  and 
include  one  large  vessel,  similar  to  that  commanded  by  Sir 
Thomas  Grantham  i  stfid,  if  we  may  judge  from  the  orders  for 

cloths^ 

(l) — Order,  under  the  Sign  Manual,  to  Captain  Keigwin,  to  deliver  the  Island  of 
Bombay  to  the  Company,  23d  August  1684.—  Commission  from  the  King  to  the  Pre- 
sident  and  Council  of  Surat  and  Bombay,  for  taking  possessioiv  of  the  Island  at  Bombay^ 
25th  August  1684.^——  Instructions  from  the  Secret  Committee  of  the  East-India  Com« 
pany  to  the  Commissioners,  25th  August  1684.—-^  Letter  from  the  Secret  Committee  to 
the  Presidency  of  Surat,  26th  September  l684.-«— «  Commission  to  Captain  Tyrrel,  c£ 
His  Majesty's  ship  Phoenix,  23d  October  1684. 
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clotbgy  and  otber  Surat  goods^  including  the  Persian  articles,  chap.  it. 
the  stock  must  have  been  very  considerable,  from  which  such  1684-85. 
a  return  could  be  expected. 

The  only  variation  in  the  commerciaT  instructions  of  this 
season,  was,  that  if  the  French  house  at  Tellicherry  could 
not  be  rented,  so  as  to  remove  them  from  that  settlement, 
an  English  house  was  to  be  built,  on  which  six  guns  were 
to  be  mounted,  and  a  detachment  of  ten  or  twelve  soldiers  sta-' 
tioned  for  its  protection,  it  being  of  importance  to  cultivate 
the  friendship  of  the  Rajah,  and  to  shew  the  Company's 
intention  of  enlarging  the  trade  in  his  Country,  <'>' 

To  preserve  a  proportion  of  the  trade  to  Persia,  the  —  to  Persia  j: 
Court,  in  this  season,  ordered  that  two  of  the  Council  at  Gom- 
broon should  constantly  reside  at  Ispahan,  to  attend  to  such 
events  as  affected  the  Company'^s  privileges  of  trade,  and  to 
sell  off  their  remains  ;  but  it  was  explained,  that  those  articles 
which  could  be  disposed  of,  by  barter,  might  be  sold  at  prime 
cost,  and  that  tin,  lead,  &c.,  which  would  sell  in  India,  should 
be  rershipped,  either  for  Surat,  or  for  Fort  St.  George ; — ^the- 
Shahbnnder  was  to  be  informed,  that  the  Company  were  ready 
ta  send  ships  of  force,  and  an  adequate  stock,  provided  the 
Persian  goods  should  be  embarked  on  English  bottoms  only,, 
and  that  the  customs,  agreeably  to  treaty,  should  be  reguliarly 
pidd  r  meantime  the  Agents  were  to  provide  the  greatest  possi- 
VOI-.  II.  5  Y    *  ble 

(1)— Letters  from  the  Court  to  the  Presidency  of  Surat^  3d,  15tb,  24th  October^  and 
tf th  Nbfember  1684»  and  7th  January  i68i-85. 
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CHAP  IL  i)ie  quantity  of  red  Caramania  wool,  at  Grombroon  and  Ispahan, 
1684  -  85.  and  to  apply  to  the  Grovemor  of  Caramania  (to  whom  they  were 
to  make  a  present)  for  a  preference  in  the  purchase  of  this 
article  :-~copies  of  all  dispatches  were  to  be  sent  to  the  Presi- 
dent at  Surat,  to  enable  the  Court  to  make  suitable  provision, 
for  both  branches  of  the  Western  trade.  (^> 
—  and  to  The  measures  which  the  Court  prescribed,  for  managing 

George,  in    the  Scttlraoient  and  trade  at  Fobt  St   Geobge,  during  this 
of  the  decu   scasou,  though  fcw,  are  of  considerable  importance. 

•ion  of  the 

Court  of  For  a  series  of  years,  by  applications  to  the  Crown,  and 

King's 

Bench,  in     of  late  years,  by  its  active  co-operation,  the  Interlopers,  or 

favor  of  the  ^ 

Company,     Private-TVaders,  had  been  obstructed  in  thdr  Equipments,  and 

against  the  ^  i    r  » 

interioperf.  an  Order  had  beai  given  to  the  revenue  officers,  and  (on  some 
occasions)  to  the  King's  ships,  to  seize  the  vessels  employed 
in  this  illicit  traffic,  as  being  contrary  to  the  Company's  rights, 
and  the  public  interests. 

A  case,  in  this  season,  came  before  the  Court  of  King's 
Bench  : — ^the  Company  prosecuted  a  Mr.  Sands,  who  defended 
himself,  on  the  ground  that  his  attempt  to  trade  to  India,  was 
not  contrary  to  the  laws  of  the  realm.  This  case  was  sokmniy 
determined  by  the  Judges,  on  the  31st  January  16S4r8S,  ^^  that 
'^  the  Crown  had  a  right  to  grant  exclusive  privil^es,  and  that 
^'  such  right  had  been  repeatedly  acquiesced  in  by  Parliament :" 

—The 


(!>— Letters  from  the  Coort  to  the  Agent  and  Cooncil  in  Persia^  ad  July  and  30tk 
^tember  1084  and  5th  January  1684-85. 
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—The  Court,  therefore,  informed  the  President  of  Fort  St.  S!!iL5' 
George,  that  the  Company  considered  this  decision  to  have  1684-85 
ftJly  ascertained  the  extent  of  their  Charter,  and  their  ex- 
chisive  privileges,  and  that  they  trusted  it  would  completely 
eradicate  an  evil,  against  which  they  had  struggled,  for  so 
many  years;  that,  besides,  the  trade  of  the  Interlopers,  in  this 
season,  had  been  followed  by  heavy  losses,  rather  than  by 
gain  to  themselves ;  three  of  their  vessels  had  arrived,  while  the 
litigation  was  pendii^,  two  of  them  almost  with  dead  freight, 
and  one  with  a  cargo,  estimated  at  ^^6,000^  the  sales  of 
which  had  been  unproductive. 

On  this  decision,  the  Court  informed  the  Presidencv*  Eq«'»p™nt» 

^  ^  and  stock  for 

that  five  ships  were  to  be  dispatched  to  Coast  and  Bay,  two  of  ^*^^- 
which  carried  bullion,  estimated  at  ^140^000. 

The  resolutions  of  the  Court,  in  this  season,  regarding  RegalatioDt 

°  for  improving 

Fort  St.  George  and  its  dependencies,  are,  also,  of  considera-  *^«  *«>^»  ^^ 

racreasiog 

Ue  interest^  both  m  they  related  to  the  Coromandel  Coast,  ***«  fs^rmatk 

'  '  of  Madras* 

and  to  the  Southern  trade  j — ^they  directed  the  Fort  to  be  im- 
proved ;  a  waU  to  be  built  round  the  town  of  Madras ;  encou- 
ragement to  be  given  to  the  native  merchants  to  rescort  to  it,  as. 
a  principal  seat  of  trade ;  the  expence  of  the  fortifications  to  be 
defrayed  by  a  tax  on  the  inhabitants,  and  by  an  anchorage  duty 
of  One  dollar,  and  a  barrel  of  gunpowder,  from  all  vessels, 
except  fishing  boats ; — and  to  strengthen  the  garrison,  such 
of  the  inhabitants  as  kept  horses,  were  to  be  formed  into  a 
troop  of  cavalry,   and  arms  given  to  them,   tmider  proper 

3  Y  2  officersi— 
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CHAP.  IL    officers ; — certain  lands,  round  Madras  and  St.  Thom69  were 
1684-85.  to  be    purchased,  more  effectually  to  supply  the  place  with 
provisions,    and,  if  possible,  a  Phirmaund  procured  for  the 
coinage  of  rupees  at  the  Fort ; — a  discretionary  order,  also, 
was   added,  to  obtain   a  Fort  in  the  Gingee  country,  if  it 
could  be  done,  without  exciting  jealousy  in  Sambagee; — ^the 
former  dependencies  x)n  Bantam,  or  the  Agencies  at  Tonquin 
and  Tywan  (now  subject  to  the  Tartars), '  were  to  be  subordi- 
nate to  Fort  St.  George,  and  as  all  hopes  of  recoTcring  Bantam, 
as  a  place  of  trade,  were  given  up,  an  attempt  was   to  be 
made  to  open  a  trade  at  Acheen,  and  to  occupy  an  island  near 
it,  as  a  Company's  Settlement,  to  be  fortified,  and  rendered 
a  centre  for  the  Southern  trade ; — ^another  experiment  was 
also  to  be  made,  to  fix  a  Factory  at  Amoy.<^> 
in«trocti<mi  Similar  instructions  were  sent,  this  season,  to  the  Agent 

AiSus^^to*^  and  Council  at  Hughly,  as  applicable  to  the  Company's 
t^^which**  interests  in  Bengal,  with  the  addition,  that  the  Court  em- 
"ficd!**  °'"  powered  the  Agent  to  solicit  from  the  Nabob,  or  from  the 
Mogul,  some  station  in  the  province  of  Bengal,  which  might 
be  fortified,  and  circumjacent  lands  rented,  that  this  station, 
like  Bombay  or  Fort  St.  George,  might  become  a  seat  of 
trade ;  because,  without  such  place  of  safety,  a  trade,  which 

promised. 

(l)^Letten  from  the  Court  to  the  Presidency  of  Fort  St.  George,  2d  Juiy,  30th 
September  24thOctoberj  and  26th  November  1684^  13th  and  iSlhFebruaiy,  llthand 
1^  March  1684-86. 
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promised  so  much,  must  be  Umited  : — ^the  Agents  in  Bengal  S^^',^1' 
were  censured/  for  not  having  been  sufficiently  careful  in  the  1684- 85. 
package  of  silks,  cloths,  &c.  and  for  not  having  procured 
cloths  from  Benares,  which  would  have  been  a  new  article  in 
the  Company^s  sales.  The  irregularity  of  the  Factors,  in 
not  transmitting  a  diary  of  their  proceedings,  and  a  state- 
ment of  their  accounts,  formed  a  particular  subject  of  cen- 
sure; and  positive  orders,  were  given,  founded  upon  the 
decision  of  the  Court  of  King's  Bench,  to  obstruct,  by  every 
possible  means,  the  proceedings  of  the  Interlopers  in  India; 
— ^With  the  object  of  connecting  the  exchanges  between 
India  and  Persia,  three  hundred  tons  of  Bengal  sugar  were  to 
be  annually  exported  to  that  kingdom 

These  dispatches  dose  with  announcing:  the  death  of  Kinff  Death  of 

King  Charles 

Charles  U.,  on  the  6th  February  1684-85,  and  the  accession  ll. 
of  King  James  II. : — ^This  event  would  have  necessarily 
formed  a  part  of  the  advices  from  the  Court  to  their  Foreign 
Settlements,  but  it  becomes  more  interesting,  from  the  cir- 
cumstance of  the  new  Sovereign,  when  Duke  of  York,  having 
been  one  of  the  Adventurers  in  the  East^India  stock,  and  the 
opinion  of  the  Court,  that  his  continuing  his  interest  in  their 
concern,  would  procure  them  the  same  protection  wlicfa  they 
had  recdved  from  his  Royal  Predecessor/^) 

Though 

(1)— Letters  from  the  Coart  to  the  IVetidencj  of  Bengal^  18th  April,  TAMj,  3d 
October^  and  26th  November  1684^  13(h  Febniaiy  and  l6th  Mai€hJ684-85. 
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^lAP^.  Though  the  Court,  from  the  loss  of  Bantam,  had,  as 

1684*85.  yet,  heen  able  only  to  form  the  project  of  rendering  Acheen 

Courts  pro- 
ject of  ma-  the  centre  of  trade  in  the  Southern  Indies,  and  though  they 

king  Acheen  ,      .  ,  .  ^  .      ,    . 

the  cenrre  of  had,  on  the  presumption  of  its  being  established,  rendered  it 

the  southern 

trade.  subordinate  to  Fort  St.  George,  and  directed  the  yessek  which 

might  be  sent  to  that  Presidency,  either  to  proceed,  under  their 
instructions,  to  Tywan,  or  to  Tonquin,  and  to  take  in  pepper^ 
as  a  part  of  their  assortment,  they,  in  this  season,  addressed 
a  letter  to  the  Grovemor  of  Tywan,  (now  acknowledging  the 
Chinese  Tartars)  to  be  forwarded  on  a  vessel  hired  at  Madras,, 
and  to  carry  a  cargo,  estimated  at  about  ^65,000,  with 
oflfers,  in  the  event  of  trade  being  granted,  to  consign  a  large 
Company^s  ship  to  that  port,  in  the  ensuing  season ;  if  trade 
should  be  refused,  their  servants  were  to  leave  the  place,  and  to 
bring  off  their  remains  to  Fort  St.  George: — ^in  like  manner^ 
the  trade  was  to  be  continued  at  Tonquin  ;  but,  under  doubts 
of  its  practicability,  a  commercial  speculation  was  to  be  tried  on 
the  coast  of  China.<^> 

The  embarrassment  which  the  loss  of  Bantam  had  occa- 
sioned»  and  the  uncertainty  of  being  able  to  fix  a  seat  of 
trade  at  Acheen,  or^  in  its  vicinity,  did  not  damp  the  enterprizes 
of  the  Ck>mpany  to  open  trade,  or  form  estabKsbments,  in  the 
Chinese  Seas ;    for,  in  this  season,  they  fitted  out  a  ship  (the 

Adveiiture)> 

(l)^Letfers  from  the  Court  to  the  Chief  and  Factors  at  Tywan,  2d  July  and  lit 
October  1064|  nd  to  the'  Chief  aad  Facton  at  TonqLuin,  2d  July  and  26th  Septembec 
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Adventure)  on  board  of  which  three  Factors  were  embarked^  chap  ir. 
with  orders  to  proceed  through  the  Straits  of  Bally,  and  to  1684-85. 
attempt  a  trade  at  the  Island  of  Mindanao ;  and  letters  were 
addressed  to  its  Chief,  requesting  permission  to  build  a  fort 
and  house  of  trade: — ^should  this  request  be  refused,  they 
were  to*proceed  to  the  Islands  of  Ceram,  Celebes,  Temate 
&c.,  and  to  endeavour  to  dispose  of  their  cargoes,  for  spices, 
and  other  produce ;  but  if  these  markets,  also,  should  not  be 
open,  they  were  to  attempt  a  trade  in  China  produce,  silks, 
tutenag,  &c.^  at  the  Nankeen  and  Lampacoa  Islands,  and 
thence  to  return  to  Fort  St.  George,  and  there  receive  the 
instructions  of  the  Presidency,  for  their  future  proceedings/^) 

The  orders  to  the  Governor  of   St.  Helena  directed.  Additional 

orders  for  St. 

that  salt-works  should  be  established,  a  person,  acquainted  with  Helena. 
the  management  of  them  in  France,  having  been  i^pointed 
to  superintend  this  manufacture.  The  importance  of  having  a 
station  for  the  outward  and  homeward  ships^  appears,  also, 
in  this  season,  to  have  occupied  the  Court's  attention,  as  they 
projected  the  establishment  of  a  station  at  the  Island  of 
Tristan  d'Acunha. « 
>  From 

( i)— Letter  from  the  Court  to  the  factors  proceeding  ta  attetnpt  a  trade  at  Mindanao, 
Ice.  19th  November  l684. 

(2)— Letter  from  the  Coart  to  the  Governor  of  the  Iilaod  of  St.  Helena^  5th  , 
April  tad  26th  November  1684^ 
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CHAP.  II.  From  the  circumstances  under  which  Sitkat  and  Bombay: 

1684-85.  ^^^  described  to  be  placed,  at  the  close  of   the  preceding 
brtw«n^°he  ^^^^^^  ^^^  sequel  becomes  interesting : —  ^ 

^mSi  and  ^*  appears,  that  the  President  had  returned  to  Surat,  oa 

S^i"  W.  *^  J^*^  M^^*^  1683-84,  and,  with  his  Council,,  employed 
every  expedient  to  induce  the  revolters  at  Bombay,  to  return 
to  their  duty;  and  had  been  so  fortunate  as  to  retake 
the  Compan/s  ship  Return,^  sent  l^  the  revolters  to  Mr. 
Petit,  the  chief  of  the  Interlopers  at  Surat,  a  proof,  that 
the  opinion  which  the  Presidency  had  formed  respecting  the 
connexion,  between  the  Interlopers  and  the  revolters,  was: 
well  founded.. 
CaptainKeig-  Captain  KeifiTwin,  in  this  crisis,  sent  Captain   Ganr  to 

win  sends  an  *  o         '  ■       ^  k  j 

Agent  to  ne-  Sauihagee  Rajah,,  and  succeeded  in  negotiating  a  treaty  for  a 

ty  with  Sam-  fj^^e  trade  in  his  draninions  j  for  he  procured  an  order  for  the 
bagee. 

payment  of  twelve  thousand  pagodas,^  due  to  the  Company. 
This  service  he  represented,  in  a  letter  to  King  Charles  II., 
the  Company  had  neglected,  or  perhaps  could  not  have  ef- 
fected ;  and  added,  that  the  garrison  of  Bombay  consisted 
of  five  hundred  and  five  men,  in  fuH  allegiance  to  His  Ma- 
jesty; that  the  Island  yizs  supported  by  its  own  revenue;  and 
that  none  of  the  Company's  money,,  seized  on  the  ship  Re- 
turn^  had,  hitherto,  been  made  use  oL 

These 
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These  events  embarrassed  trade,  as  the  Natives  could  ^^^^'J^' 
not  distinguish  between  those  who  had  usurped  power,  and  1684-85. 
those  who  really"  were  the  representatives  of  the  English 
nation,  or  the  Company;  an  evil  which  necessarily  arose, 
from  seeing  the  subjects  of  the  same  country,  assuming 
the  distinctions  of  King's  and  Company's  servants,  unintel- 
ligible to  those,  who  could  only  judge  from  appearances  and 
from  power. 

In  this  situation.  President  Child,  and  his  Council,  made 
every  exertion  to  prepare  an  investment  of  Surat  goods,  pep- 
per, cardamoms,  and  indigo,  for  the  Company's  ships,  and 
to  dispatch  them  for  Europe,  that  the  home  sales  might  be 
as  little  injured  as  possible,  by  the  convulsed  state  of  this 
seat  of  their  trade,  and  its  dependencies: — a  Factory  was 
established  at  Tellicherry,  under  instructions  to  avoid  oflend- 
ing  the  French,  who  had  a  house  of  trade  at  that  port; 
because  the  arbitrary  proceedings  of  the. Dutch,  in  mono- 
polizing the  whole  of  the  pepper  trade,  and  the  depression 
of  the  Portuguese  Settlements,  from  their  war  with  Sam« 
bagee,  required  conciliatory  measures  with  the  French,  to 
induce  them  to  transf<fer  their  houise  at  Tellicherry  to  the  Com- 
pany. <*> 

VOL.  II.  ,  3  Z  Affairs 


(0— Letters  from  the  Freudency  of  Surat  to  the  Courts  lOtfa,  l6tfa^  aad  26tb 
April  and  Ist  May,  and  to  the  Secret  Committee^  26th  Septenober  1684.— --i»  Captain 
Keigwin^s  Letter  to  the  King,  l^th  September  1684» 
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CHAP.  n.  Affsats  were  in  this  situation,  when  Dr.  St.  John  arrived 

1684-85,  at  Surat^   as  Judge  Advocate,    under  the  commisi^on  from 

Arrival  of 

Dr.  St.  John,  His  Majesty,  on  the  15th  September  1684: — ^His  commission 

Sir  Thomas  «      ^  •       i      -r 

Grantham,     was  published,  and  the  Court  erected,  m  the  King's  name,  at 

and  the  fleet,, 

at  Surat>  Surat,  on  the  l/th  September  1684  ^  and,  to  give  it  greater 
authority  to  overawe  the  rcvohers  at  Bombay,  they  were 
informed,  that  their  case  would  come  under  the  cognizance, 
of  a  King's  Judge,  and  be  tried  in  a  more  sunHnary  manner,, 
(whatever  might  be  the  reiSult  of  the  revolt),  than  if  their 
conduct  should  become  matter  of  judicial  inyestigation  and« 
decision  in  England.  <'> 

Dr. St.  Jbhn'i  ^^  *^^  occasion,  Dv.  St.  John  drew  up  a  very  able  report^. 

ItoteVth?^  which  he  addressed  to  the  King  and  Council,  on  the  general 

affiSS*"^  *  fitate  of  the  Company's,  afiairs,  and  the  particular  causes  of 
the  revolt  at  Bombay.  Qn  tibe  first  of  these  subjects,,  he  re-- 
presented,,  that  the  aggresMons  of  the  Portuguese  and  Dutch 
had  been  so  great,  and  so  long  continued,  that  it  was  im* 
possible  the  English  trade  could  continue  in  India^  for  three 
years,  unless  His  Majesty  should  adopt  effectual  measures 
for  restraining  their  proeeedings,  and  protecting' his-  rights, 
and'  those  o(  his  subjects^  in  the  East-Indies  :-*-on  die  se« 
oond,  or  the  revolt  at  Bombay,  after  an.  attentive  exami- 
nation of  the  conduct  of  Pre»dent  Child,  who  had  main- 
tained a  steady  loyalty  to  his  King  and  Country^,  during  the 

twenty- 

(l)*-G«iiml  Leiter  from  the  PreiidMicj  of  SomI  to  tke  Court,  7»h  September 
1064. 
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ttrenty-five  years  fae  had  been  in  India,  and  an  uninterrupted  chap.  it. 
probity  and  activity  in  his  administration  of  the  Company's  1684-85. 
affairs,  he  stated,  that  the  rebellion  at  Bombay  had  arisen 
from  the  depredations  and  crimes  of  the  Interlopers,  with 
whom  Captain  Keigwin  was  intimately  connected,  whom  he 
termed  the  ^^  OUver  and  Protector  of  the  Island  of  Bombay,'* 
and  who,  though  he  used  the  King's  name  and  authority  in 
his  proceedings,  had,  on  a'  full  examination  of  all  the  facts, 
been  influenced  solely  by  predatory  and  rebellious  motives ;— ^ 
Dr.  St.  John,  therefore,  gave  it  as  his  advice  to  the  King  and 
Council,  to  appoint  President  Child,  to  be  the  King's  Lord 
Admiral  in  India,  with  fiill  powers  to  seize  and  bring  to 
justice  the  Interlopers  of  every  description ;  and  concluded 
with  repeating,  that  unless  the  Portuguese  and  Dutch  should 
be  prevented  from  carrying  into  execution  iheir  fixed  project  of 
expelling  the  English  from  their  trade  and  Factories,  and 
unless  the  Interlopers,  in  England,  as  well  as  in  India,  should 
be  suppressed,  the  trade,  between  England  and  the  East-^ 
Indies,  could  not  continue  for  three  years.  <*> 

In  the  domestic  Annals  of  the  preceding  season,  it  ap- 
peared that  the  Company  had  fitted  out  a  large  ship,  the  Charleiii 
the  Second,  carrying  between  sixty  and  seventy  guns,  under 

3  Z  2  tht 

(1)— Letters  from  Dr.  St.  Joho>  Judge  at  Suntt^  to  His  Majestj  and  the  Privy 
Council,  dated  Surat,  2(Xh  September  1684;  and  his  official  Report  on  the  Revolt  at 
Bombay^  dated  Surat,  23d  September  1684^  (East-IndiaPapers  in  the  State  Paper  Office^ 
Nos.  272,  273). 
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CHAP.  II.   the  command  of  Sir  Thomas  Graotham^  who  was  also  invested 

1684-85.  with  a  King's  commission,  and  to  have  a  vote  in  the  Council 

at  Surat,  while  at  that  port ;- — ^the  object  of  this  equipment 

was,  to  recover,  if  possible,  the  English  Factory  at  Bantam ; 

or,  if  that  should  be  found  impracticable,  to  proceed  to  the 

Gulf  of  Persia,  and  there,  by  the  appearance  of  force,  to 

endeavour   to   re-establish   the   Company's  rights   at'  Gom« 

broon,  &c. 

Sarrendcrof  The  proceedings  of   Sir  Thomas  Grantham,    in  these 

Bombay  to     scrvices,  will  be  afterwards  noticed: — ^it  is  here  necessaiy, 

Sir  Thomas  .  i  i_      ^        .  •  n    ■»  % 

Grantham,     Only,  to  mention,  that  the  Court  were  ignorant  of  the  revolt 

and  re-dcli- 

very  to  the     of  Bombay,  at  the  time  of  his  leaving  England ;   and  that  his 

Presidency  of  -r  i        ■ 

Surat.  exertions,   at   that  Island,  resulted  from  consultations  with 

President  Child  and  Dr.  St.  John,  after  his  arrival  at  Surat, 
on  the  16th  October  1684, 

In  all  the  reports  on  the  revolt,  the  President  and  Council 
ascribed  it  to  the  instigations  of  the  Interlopers,  and  to  the 
restless  disposition  of  the  soldiery.  The  first  subject  of  deli- 
beration, after  Sir  Thomas  Grantham's  arrival,  was,  whether 
they  should  employ  force  or  persuasion,  to  induce  the  com- 
mander of  the  interloping  ship,  Bristol,  to  deliver  up  that 
vessel  and  cargo  to  Sir  Thomas  Grantham: — as  the  com- 
mander reftised.  Sir  Thomas,  did  not  think  himself  authorized, 
either  by  his  commission,  or  his  instructions  from  the  Com« 
pany,  to  employ  force: — ^Disappointed  in  this  expedient,  it 
was  next,  on  consultation,  resolved,  that  he  should  proceed 

to 
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to  Bombay^  where  he  arrived  on  the  lOth  November  1684 ;  9^^^ 3* 
andy  with  promptitude  and  spirit,  landed,  without  any  at-  1684-85. 
tendants,  and  demanded  a  conference  with  Captain  Keigwin, 
the  result  of  which  was,  that  Keigwin  agreed  to  deliver  up 
the  Fort  to  him,  as  a  King's  officer,  on  the  12th  November, 
on  condition  of  a  free  pardon  to  himself,  and  to  his  adherents. 
Some  difficulties  arose,  on  the  following  day,  vnth  the  garri- 
son, one  of  the  soldiers  of  which,  had  he  not  been  prevented 
by  Lieutenant  Fletcher,  one  of  the  ringleaders  in  the  mutiny, 
would  have  shot  Sir  Thomas  Grantham: — ^for  a  few  days, 
therefore,  the  revolters  were,  again,  possessed  of  the  Island.  In 
this  interval,  Mr.  Zinzan,  who  had  been  appointed  by  the 
President  to  be  Deputy  Governor  of  the  Island,  arrived,  with 
Mr.  English  and  Dr.  St.  John,  as  Commissioners  from  Surat, 
and  the  Island  was  formaUy  surrendered,  on  the  19th  Novem- 
ber 1684,  by  Captain  Keigwin,  to  Sir  Thomas  Grantham^  as 
bearing  a  King's  commission,  and,  by  him,  immediately  trans- 
ferred, in  the  King's  name,  to  Dr.  St.  John,  as  the  King's 
Judge,  by  whom  it  wa«  delivered  to  Mr.  Zinzan,  as  the  Com- 
pany's Governor,  till  the  arrival  of  the  President. 

The  money  which  Keigwin  had  taken  out  of  the  ship 
Return,  was  delivered  to  Sir  Thomas  Grantham,  without  hav- 
ing been  embezzled ;  but  the  revenues  of  the  Island  had  been 
expended,  the  amount  of  which  was  to  become  the  subject  of 
a  subsequent  investigation.  The  new  Deputy  Governor,  Mr. 
Zinzan,  by  advice  of  Dr.  St.  John,  ratified  the  general  pardon 

which 
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CHAP.  n.   which   had  been  promised  by  Sir  Thomas  Grantham^   and 
1684*85.  Captain  Keigwin   went  on  board  the  Charles  the  Second^ 
imder  his  protection,    with  the  intention  of   proceeding  to 
England,  where  he  anived  in  July  1685, 

As  a  recompence  to  those  officers  who  had  remained 
faithful  to  the  Company,  it  was  deemed  expedient  to  form  the 
two  companies  of  infantry  at  Bombay,  into  three,  and  to  give 
commissions  to  officers,  on  whose  fid^ty  the  Deputy  Grovemor 
could  depend. 
Abiemea-  During  these  transactions,    the  Pk^sident  remained   at 

«ideDt  Child   Surat,  occupicd  in  providing  the  investments  for  the  Company's 

to  procure  an  . 

investment,  shipping  and  for  Sir  Thomas  Grantham's  ship,  and  making 
every  possible  effi>rt  to  dispatch  them  with  full  cargoes,  which 
he  accomplished  with  much  difficulty,  the  Dutch  having 
harassed  the  trade  at  Carwar,  and  along  the  Malabar  Coast, 
and  the  Portuguese,  during  the  whole  of  the  revolt,  having 
conducted  themselves  in  an  unfriendly  manner.  <^) 

The  ships  dispatched,  for  Europe,  from  Surat  direct,  and 
indirectly  for  GomlM'oon  and  other  porte,  amounted  to  thirteen 
sail,  including  the  Charles  the  Second,  Sir  Thomas  Grant- 
ham's ship,  on  which  was  sent  a  very  large  cargo  of  pepper, 

estimated 

(1)-* Letters  and  Papers  from  the  Presidency  of  Surat  to  the  Company,  relative  to 
Bombay  j  and  Sir  Thomas  Grantham*8  Letters  on  the  same  subject,  23d  and  30th 
October,  3d,  12rh,  and  2gth  November,  8th  and  gth  December  1664,  6th  and  J  3th 
Jaooary  1684-85.—-—  Original  Letter  ftom  Sir  Thomas  Grantham  to  His  Majesty,  noti« 
fying  his  arrival  in  England,  with  Captain  Keigwin,  as  Prisoner,  24th  July  1685.  (East- 
India  nipen  in  the  SUte  Riper  Office,  part  ii.  No.  20.) 
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estimated  at  4^35^700  rupees;  that  the  freight  might  leeward  an  chapj[l 
officer,  whose  loyalty  and  fidelity  to  the  Company,  thePresi-  1684-85* 
dency  and  Dr.  St.  John,  in  their  letters  to  the  King,  and  to 
the  Duke  of  York,  acknowledged  in  the  strongest  and  most 
honorable  terms.. 

Bombay,  at  the  dose  of  this  report,  is  represented,  in  Unsettled 

^'  ^  ^  ^     ^         state  of  Boi»»- 

point  of  allegiance,,  to  be  rather  of  a  doubtful  description,  buy  at  this 
from  so  many  dficers  remaining  on  that  establishment,  who 
had  been  concerned  in  the  revolt,,  and  who,  from  their  having 
received  pardon,  were  again  becoming-  inscdent,  and  creating 
apprehensions  in  the  Prcisidency  of  Surat^.of  a  new  mutmy :— > 
under  such  circumstances,  the  President  could  only  temporize,, 
till  fresh  instructions*,  and  additional  force,  should  arrive,  to 
enable  him  to  bring  the  \^ole  under  his  obedience,,  or  lind^r 
a  defined :  and  reguliEir  sub<H*dination.  .(^> 

The  events  afifeeting  the.  Company's  a^^irs  in  Persia,  Effort  of  sir 

Thomas 

during  the  period  of  the  convulsions  at  Bombay,  and  the  em-  GrBntham^ta* 

obtain  satis* 

barassments  at  Surat;,   were  of  the  most'  unfavorable  kind.  Action  for 

losses  in  Per*  • 

F^viottsly  to  the  arrival  of  Sir  Thomas  Grantham^  off  Gom-  ««*  ineffcc- 
broon,  the  Dutch,  with  a  considoiible  fleet,  had  blockaded 
Aat  port,    in  consequence  of  a  dispute  with  the  Ettaman 
Doulut,  or  chief  Minister,  about  their  silk  contract, .  and  had 

stopped: 

(1) — ^Letters  from  thie  President  and  Council  of  Sorat  to  the  Coart,  3lst  January, 

l6th  and  23d  FBbmary  16S4-85. Letter  from  the  Deputy  Governor  of  Bonoibay. 

te  the  Court,  5tb  February  l6S4-85. Letters  from  Dr.  St.  John  to  His  Majesty  and 

to  the  Duke  of  York,  in  favour  of  Sir  Thomas  Grantham^  dated  Bombqr,  27th  January 
and  5th  February  l684n85»    (Bast-India  Papers  in  the  State  IViper  Office,  Nos.  2;4,>  275.)  ' 
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^HAP.  II.   stopped  the  Mogul  vessels  going  to  Gombroon^  and  taken  frotn 
1684-85.  them  whatever  they  deemed  to  be  Persian  property: — ^from 
this  interruption  of  trade,  no  part  of  the  Company's  customs 
could,  this  year,  be  recovered. 

On  Sir  Thomas  Grantham's  arrival  off  Gombroon  (and, 
it  will  be  recollected,  he  was  sent  there  with  a  ship  of  great 
force,  to  obtain,  either  by  treaty  or  by  hostilities,  the  fulfil- 
ment, by  the  Court  of  Persia,  of  its  engagement  with  the  Com- 
pany) he  found,  that  the  large  Dutch  fleet  off  the  port,  and 
the  Persian  troops,  would  prevent  him  from  trying  the  ex- 
pedient of  menaces;  and,  therefore,  he  took  on  board  such^ 
goods  as  he  could  obtain  on  freight,  and  set  sail  for  Surat^ 
\  where  he  arrived,  and  was  serviceable  in  the  reduction  of 
Bombay^  as  detailed,  and  was  thence  dispatched  for  Europe. 

Towards  the  close  of  the  season,  a  small  quantity  of  silks' 
and  Caramania  wool  was  purchased,  and  put  on  board  one  of 
the  Cotaipany's  ships,  and  forwarded  to  England,  with  the 
opinion  of  the  Agency  at  Gombroon,  that  the  project  of 
sending  West-India  sugar  to  the  Persian  market,  from  the 
quantity  brought  from  Bengal,  and,  in  a  refined  state,  from 
Muscat,  would  be  a  hazardous  and  improductive  speculation/') 
ObttroctioDs       .  The  trade  on>the  Malabar  Coast,  during  this  season^  was 

to  the  trade 

on  the  Mala-  isitenrupted,  by  one  of  jthose  untoward  events,  which  strongly 

mark 

(1) — Letters  from  the  Agent  and  'Factors  at  Gombroon  to  the  Cbart^  28th  May 

lOM,  and  30th  March  i685. Letter  from  Sir  Thomas  Grantham  to  the  Company, 

dated  Gombroon,  10th  September  1684. 
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mark  the  necessity  of  attention  to  the  rights^  as  well  as  to  the  chap.  ii. 
prejudices  of  the  Natives : — ^two  small  vessels  belonging  to  the  1684-85. 
Company  (the  Mexico  Merchant  and  China  Merchant)  having 
gone  from  Sm^t  to  Carwar,  to  bring  off  the  pepper,  &c., 
collected  at  ihat  Factory,  the  crew  of  one  of  them  stole  a 
cow,  and  killed  it,  offendii^,  thus,  the  rights  and  religious 
opinions  of  the  Hindoos ;  being  resisted,  they  fired  at^  and 
killed  two  native  children  of  rank;  the  irritated  Natives 
stopped  the  carriages  conveying  the  Company's  pepper  to  the 
Factory,  and  the  Factors  (notwithstanding  their  expressions 
of  sorrow,  and  offers  of  reparation)  were  in  danger  of  being 
seissed,  and  the  Company's  house  destroyed,  the  orders  for 
which  were  alone  suspended  by  the  presence  of  the  Com- 
pany's shipping,  and  by  the  expectation  of  a  general  battle 
between  Sambagee  and  the  Mogul,  which  would  decide, 
whether  the  country  was  to  belong  to  the  Mogul,  or  remain 
to  the  Hindoos/^) 

The  events  at  Fort  St.  George^  during  the  confusions  Trade  on  the 

Coromandel 

at  Bombay,  were  fortunately  favorable  to  the  Company's  trade  Coast  more 

-  favorable. 

and  privileges.  This  Presidency  continued  on  the  most  friendly 
terms  with  the  Subahdar,  which  facilitated  the  sale  of  the 
Europe  goods,  and  the  purchase  of  the  investments,  and 
enabled  President  Gyfford  to  go  to  Bekgai.,  to  establish  the 
VOL.  II.  4  A  new 


(1)— Letter  from  the  Factors  at  Carwar  to  Sarat,  ]5th  September  l684. 
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CHAP.  n.   new  method  of  keeping  of  the  Company^s   acooimts^   and 

1684-85.  to  restore  a  regular  line  of  trade,   between  Hughly,   and 

the  subordinate  Factories  of  Dacca,  Cossimbuzar,  and  Bal* 

lasore ;  as  abuses  in  both,  he  reported,  had  arisen,  from  the 

innovations  of  Agent  Hedges. 

During  Mr.  Gyfford's  absence  from  Madras,  the  F^- 
tory  at  Acheen  had  been  confirmed,  and  the  quantity  of  the 
pepper  expected  to  be  procured  at  it,  was  considerable ;"-« 
a  project  was  formed,  for  fixing  Factories  in  the  King  of 
Pegu's  dominions,  and  at  Bamoo,  on  the  coast  of  China ; 
exertions  were,  also,  made  to  obtain  a  lease  of  the  town  of 
Vizagapatam,  and  permission  to  coin  rupees  in  the  mint  at  the 
Fort.  The  revenue  of  Madras  had  encreased,  by  levying  an 
additional  tax  of  one  and  a  half  per  cent.,  but  the  Council 
were  afraid,  (after  the  example  of  Agent  Masters)  to  extend 
the  duty  beyond  this  limit. 
President  In  Bengal,    the  following  regulations  were  introduced 

Gyfford's  re- 
gulations for  by  Mr.   Gyflbrd  : — ^by  one,  distinct  entries  of  purchases  and 

and  inaprov-  sales  wcrc  to  be  made   in  the  Companv's  books,  and  crene- 

iog  tiie  trade  ^  ^  r      ^  ^  o 

to  Bengal,  ral  entries  of  the  whole,  in  the  books  at  Hughly ;  one  copy 
to  remain,  and  another  to  be  sent  to  the  Fort,  and  thence 
transmitted  to  England  : — ^by  another,  instead  of  having 
one  great  broker,  or  merchant,  the  Native  Merchants  were 
to  be  formed  into  a  Company,  on  a  Joint  Stock,  consisting 
of  greater  or  lesser  shares,  the  members  of  which  were  to 

elect 
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elect  a  chiefs  or  principal,  among  themselyes,  with  power  to  ^^^^* 
transact  with  the  Agents  at  BaUasore,  and  at  the  other  Fac-  1684- 85, 
tones,  and  to  purchase  goods  for  the  Company's  investment ; 
he  and  the  members  of  this  Association  were  to  be  liable  for 
all  failures  in  contracts,  and  for  all  bad  debts.  It  was  expected 
from  this  arrangement,  that  goods  would  always  be  ready,  in 
store,  to  meet  the  ships  on  their  arrival,  because  the  parties 
furnishing  them,  would  be  interested  in  selecting  them  of  the 
best  quality,  and  at  the  most  reasonable  prices : — ^this  plan, 
however  specious  and  practicable,  according  to  European 
ideas,  (and,  on  that  account,  originating  in  the  Court,)  was 
immediately  couiiteracted,  by  an  incident  at  Cossimbuzar, 
where  the  Phousdar,  notwithstanding  the  weavers,  or  Picars^ 
were  indebted  tg  the  Company,  a  lack  and  a  hajf  of  rupees, 
<Nrdered  the  Agent,  Mr.  Charnock,  to  pay  them  forty-three 
thousand  rupees  more,  and  to  remit  their  debt  to  the  Com- 
pany :— this  order  being  refused,  the  case  was  laid  before  the 
Nabob,  and  bribes  and  presents  given  :---the  dispute  ended  in 
a  complaint  to  the  Emperor,  aggravated  by  every  circumstance 
which  could  be  invented  to  excite  his  anger  against  the  Eng- 
lish. The  Dutch  took  advantage  of  this  accident,  and,  by 
presents  to  the  Phousdar  and  Nabob,  obstiiicted  the  English 
trade  for  this  season,  at  Cossimbuzar,  Dacca,  Ballasore,  and 
Hughly;  the  Company's  ships  were,  therefore,  obliged  to 
proceed  to  Madras,  with  what  goods  were  in  store,  to  have 
their  lading  filled  up  at  that  Presidency. 

4  A  2  President 
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CHAP.  II.  President  GyflTord  left  Mr.  Beard,  Chief  at  Hughly,  re- 

1684-85.  turned  to  the  Fort,   completed  the  lading  of  the  ships  with 

Coast  goods,  and  dispatched  them  for  Emt>pe/^> 
Failure  of  the  Bv  the  resolutions  of  the  Court,  in  the  preceding  season, 

plan  for  re- 
settling the    Sir  Thomas   Grantham  was  to  proceed   to  Bantam,    with 

Company's  '  , 

Agenqr  at  others  of  the  Company^s  ships,  and  with  Mr.  English,  one  of 
the  former  Council  at  that  port ;  we  have,  therefore,  to  trace 
Sir  Thomas  Grantham's  progress,  previously  to  his  appearance 
at  Surat. 

On  Sir  Thomas  Grantham's  arriyal,  (nearly  at  the  same 
time  with  Mr.  English)  on  the  coast  of  Java,  in  May  1684,  he 
took  possession  of  Hippin's  Island^  in  the  Streights  of  Sundi^ 
on  which  he  left  an  officer  and  twelve  men.  From  the  best  in- 
formation he  could  collect  from  an  officer  of  the  young  King 
of  Bantam,  who  came  on  board,  he  learned,  that  Bantam  was 
garrisoned  by  five  hundred  European,  and  one  hundred  native 
troops,  and  that  there  were,  though  badly  manned,  twelve 
sail  of  Dutch  ships  in  Batavia  Roads  j — ^that  the  Governor 
Greneral  was  under  apprehensions  of  the  arrival  of  a  great 
English  fleet,  vnth  troops,  to  recover  possession  of  Bantam, 
and  to  reinstate  the  old  King  on  the  throne,  and  had  such  fleet 

and 

(1)— Letter  from  the  Rretident  and*  Coancil'  at  Fort  St.  George  to  the  Coort,  gih 

October  1664. Letters  firom  Ftrendent  Gyffind  and  Council  at  Nu^^/^  to  the  Chief 

and  Coancil  at  Balhfore,  4th  September,  2d,  jgth,  and  Slit  December  1684,  and  13th 

January  1684-85. Letter  from  the  President  and  Coancil  at  Fort  St.  George  to  tho 

Agent  and  Coancil  atHugbly,  Sth  March  1084*85. 
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and  force  arrived^  the  place  was  not  in  a  situatiop  to  have  chap.  ir. 
made  any  formidable  resistance :— this  impression^  however^  1684*85^ 
had  the  effect  to  prooire  for  Sir  Thomas  Graiitham  and  Mr. 
English^  an  ostensibly  favorable  reception^  who  found  means 
to  purchase,  and  get  on  board,  a  very  valuable  assortment  of 
cassia,  without  the  knowledge  of  the  Governor  of  Batavia. 
Sir  Thomas  Grantham,  after  having  signified  to  the  young 
King's  officers,  the  abhorrence  in  which  the  King  of  England 
held  his  unnatural  proceedings  towards  his  father,  and  having 
found,  that  the  late  servants  at  Bantam  had  left  Batavia,  with 
the  Company's  property,  set  sail  for  the  Malabar  Coast,  and 
arrived  at  Carwar,  on  the  24th  September,  and  at  Surat,  on 
the  24th  October  1684.  His  proceedings,  subsequently  to 
this  period,  have  been  detailed  in  die  Surat  and  Bombay 
transactions  of  the  season.(^) 

It  could  not  be  expected,  under  sucb  unfavourable  cir- 
cumstances, that  Ihe  CkMrnpan/Jsr  plan  of  supporting  the  Set- 
tlements,, which  had  formerly  been  dependencies  on  Bantam, 
could  succeed  : — ^the  only  account  which  has  been  preserved,  is, 
that  the  trade  at  Siam  had  failed,-  in  consequence  of  disputes 
Between  the  Factors,  fomented  by  an  inferior  servant  of  the^ 
Company,  a  Mr..  Phaolkon,  who  had  run  away  in  their  debt,, 
and  who,  by  presents  to  the  King,  had  obtained  possession  of 
the  remains  of  Iheir  property,  and  endeavoured  to  entrap  Mr. 

Strange, 

(1)— Lotler  firotD  Mr.  John  Engliih  to  thi  Goart^  dated  Soiat^  2»th  Nofemb«r 
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CHAP.  IL   Strange^  the  Agent,  by  pretensidns  to  act  for  the  Company^s 
1684-85.  interest    After  vexatious  delays,  for  a  month,  on  the  part 

of  the  Kingi  Mr.  Strange,  at  last,  sailed  from  Siam,  and 

arrived  at  Carwar  in  May  1684.<*> 

(1)  —Letter  from  Mr.  Strange  to  the  Courts  dated  Carwar,  1 1th  Mqr  l6B4.  ' 
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1685-86. 


The  accession  of  King  James  II.  to  the  Throne^  con-   chap.  ii. 
finned  the  opinion  of  the  Company,  that  they  would  recenre  1685 -86L 

Rebolutiou  of 

the  same    protectiim    which    they    had    formerly    enjoyed,  the  Company 

to  institute 

and  be  enabled,  more  effectually,  to  oppose  the  Interlopers*  protecutioni^ 

in  England 

From  the  information  sent  to  the  President  of  SuIrat,  the  against  the 

Interlopenw 

Court  appear  to  have  resolved  to  prosecute,  in  the  Court  of 
King's  Bench,  forty  ^ight  of  the  principal  Interlopers;  several 
of  whom  had,  by  confessions,  and  by  petitions  to  the  King,, 
admitted  their  guilt,  and  saved  the  Company  the  trouble  and 
expence  of  adducing  evidence  against  them.  Jealous,  and 
with  reason,  of  the  fidelity  of  many  of  their  servants  at  Surat 
and  Bombay,  the  Court  directed  the  Judge  Advocate  to  try 
the  commanders  or  officers  of  the  interloping  ships,  agreeably 
to  his  instructions  ;  but  the  Presidency  were  to  avoid  all 
questions,  in  India,  on  the  legality  of  the  proceedings,  and  to 
order,  that  the  sentences  pronounced  by  him,  should  be  carried 
into  execution : — ^To  assist  the  Judgein  discharging  these  du* 
a  code  of  martial  laws,  the  same  as  observed  in  the  British 
army,  was  forwarded,  to  become  the  rule  of  his  conduct 

To  render  the  civil  and  military  administration  more  d^^chiid*^" 
fined,  theCompany  obtained  the  King's  Patent,  authorizing  them  S^J^jy^^J,^ 

to 
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*2i^   to  appoint  the  President  (now  Sir  Jolin  Child,  Bart.)  to  be 
1685-86.  ic  Captain  General  and  Admiral  of  all  their  forces  by  sea  and 

King's  aa-  .  ^  ^ 

^.on^Cap-  <(  land,  in  the  northern  parts  of  India,  from  Cape  Comorin  to 
and  Admiwi  <i  the  Gulf  of  Persia;"  he  was  to  be  attended  by  a  oiard  of 

of  tho  Com*  ^ 

^e'u  ^1^  thirty  English  grenadiers,  while  at  Bombay,  and  this  guard  was 

^'*  to  be  commanded  by  Ensign  Shaxton,  with  the  rank  of  Cap- 

tain : — Sir  John  Wybome  was  appointed  to  be  Vice  Admiral, 

;Frkhin  the  same  limits,    and  Deputy  Governor  of  Bombay^ 

w  itha  salaty  of  ^250  per  annum. 

The  charges  of  sending  recruits  from  England  to  India 
having  been  expensive,  and,  from  the  mortality  among  them, 
the  supply  inefficient,  it  was  ordered,  that  the  troops  should  be 
recruited  in  India,  from  the  crews  of  the  shipping,  with  con* 
sent  of  the  commanders,  and  that  such  Scotch,  Dutch,  and 
Danes,  as  might  be  disposed  to  enter  into  the  service,  should 
be  engaged. 
Discretiooa.  ^  considerable  force  having  been  embarked  in  the  pre- 

ry  powers  gi-  ^  *^ 

vcntohjm^o  ^gjjjQg  season,   to  assist  in  the  reduction  of  Bombay,   the 
force,  tbcar-  Q^^^  deslrcd  that  it   might  be  first  employed   to  recovw 

rears  ox  cus-  ^  *     • 

tomsaiGom-  ^.j^^  arrears  of  customs  at  Gombroon,  and  next,  to  act,  ac- 

orooo.  ' 

cording  to  circumstances,  for  the  protection  of  trade,  which, 
notwithstanding  the  Fhirmaunds  which  had,  from  time  to 
time,  been  granted  to  the  English,  had  been  oppressed  by  the 
Native  Governors ;  but  explained,that  these  two  measures  should 
be  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  Presidency,  because  local  know- 
ledge,   rather  than  instructions  from  England,   must  direct 

their 
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their  serrants  t-F^us  force  was  further  to  act  in  rqielliDg  the    chap.  ii. 

encroaehmeDts  of  the  Portuguese  and  Dutch.  '  1685 -^8(>. 

In  the  course  of  the  season^  more  defined  instructions  Seat  of  Go- 

vernment  or* 

were  framed^  arising  out  of  events  which  will  be  afterwards  dered  to  be 

transferred 

detailed : — ^to  protect  the  Factories  in  Bengal,  and  to  defend  ^rom  Sanu  to 

^  Bombay* 

the  Presidency  of  Surat,  a  large  equipment  was  prq[>ared, . 
which  was  to  bring  a  reinforcement  of  two  hundred  English 
soldiers  for  Bombay,  under  a  Lieutenant  and  Ensign^  who 
was  to  act  as  Adjutant. 

The  seat  of  the  English  Government  was>  at  thia  time, 
ordered  to  be  transferred  from  Surat  to  Bombay  : — all  the 
Company's  stores  were  to  be  kept  in  the  Castle,  and  the 
larger  ships  were  to  lay  in  the  harbour,  but  a  subordinate 
Agent  and  Council  were  to  remain  at  Surat,  which  was  to 
be  reduced  to  a  Factory  only»  to  preserve  the  communication 
of  trade,  between  Surat  and  Swally. 

The  Court  were  aw^e,  that  such  a  change  of  system 
might  oflend  the  Mogul  Government,  or  excite  its  jealousy; 
but  the  measure  was  considered  to  be  necessary  to  support  the 
English  character,  and  to  afford  its  trade  an  impregnable 
retreat,  which  they  trusted  would  satisfy  the  Mogul,  and  the 
Malabar  Powers,  that  their  exactions  and  depredations  on  shore, 
could  be  counterbalanced,  by  the,  capture  of  their  vessels^  at 
sea :  and  it  was  explained,  that,  in  all  treaties  which  might  be 
formed  with  Sambagee  Rajah,  for  trade  in  his  dominions^  par-  , 

VOL.  II.  4  B  ticularly 
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CHAP.H.   tieularly    at    R^ahpore   and  Carwar^    Bta^ay    tshoiild  lie 

1685  *8<^.  mentioned  as  the  independent  seat  of  the  Bn^h  governments 

at  which  a  maritime  force  would  be  firt;ationed^  to  retaliate  on 

his  subjects   and  on  his  trade^  any  injmies  or  etactortidns  the 

English  might  experience* 

Court' 8  regu.  The  Orders  of  the  Court  to  the  President  and  Ckmncil  df 

internal  ad-  Bombay,  for  the  Internal  adrnmist^ation  of  the  Ifidand,  were 

ministration 

of  Bombay,  equally  precise  :-^as  the  Con^^any  had  been  rested  with  aa- 
thority  to  exercise  Admiralty  Jurisdiction  and  martial  iaw^ 
the  Court  resolved  to  bring  to  jostioe  any  of  tibeir  Com- 
manders, who  might  be  guilty  of  ^obediaice,  or  Mfase  to 
act  against  their  enemies,  whether  Eurc^ean  Int^loperB,  or 
Dutch  or  Portuguese  rivals ;  and  the  Presid^t  was  cmlered  to 
enforce  strict  discipline  in  the  troops,  either  regular,  or  mi- 
litia, that  the  force  on  the  Island  might  be  adeqaate  to  its 
defence  against  any  enemy. 

To  defray  the  charges  of  this  naval  and  ttl3it^  force, 
the  customs  on  all  goods  were  to  be  encreased  to  five  per  cent., 
^  and  the  President  and  Council  were,  in  future,  to  cibserre 
such  orders  as  they  might  receive  ftom  the  SecSret  Committee, 
appointed  for  the  purpose  of  rendering  tiie  ordens  of  the  CoiAt 
less  known  to  their  domestic  or  foreign  enemies  : — ^in  all  treaties 
with  the  Country  Powens,  it  was  to  be  a  preliminary,  that 
they  should  deliver  up  all  English  subjects  in  th«ir  ierritories, 
without  reserve  (whether  fliey  were  Coa^any^s  servants  or 

not), 
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»ot),  to  the  rei9>ecti?e  Proiicl^iicieft  qv  J^^ctoxie^  whic)i  ought    y^P^^f 

dbmand  thew^W  .  1685.$6 

Hie  cx)minerci3l  imtmcdons^  duriog  ibis  season,   were  commerci2)i 

iostractions 

formed  on  a  more  limited  scale  tb«i  in  the  precedinj;  years,  on  ^^  ^^^^^» 

'^  «?-'.'  Bombay,  and 

toooiint  of  the  greirt  quaotity  oi  Surat  goods  in  the  Coffipmiy!^  ^^^^'^' 
waKboiises  in  London  ;  a  <K>n9iderable  atock,  howey^^  wa$  to 
be  sent,  on  the  shipping  consigned  to  j^rat,  and  on  those 
intended  to  make  an  experiment  of  trade  to  China: — ^all 
old  debts  (as  had  been  done  at  the  Company^s  other  Settle- 
ments) were  to  be  deared  off,  leaving  only  a  small  floating 
debt,  to  keep  up  the  connexion  with  the  Native  Merchants. 

The  Comt  renewed  their  orders  for  large  quantities  of 
pepper  and  cardamoms,  and  desired  that  the  Surat  cloths  might 
be  of  greater  breadths  and  finer  qualities,  and  that  the  prices 
specified  should  not  be  exceeded/^) 

Towards  the  dose  of  the  season,  the  Court,  on  receivings 
information  that  the  Madras  Government  had  fixed  an  .  Agent 
and  Council  at  PHaman,  cm  the  Island  of  Sumatra,  resolved^ 
to  afford  this  station  every  support,  in  preference  to  that  on 
Hippin's  Island,  in  the  Straits  of  Sunda^  at  which  Sir  Thomas 
Gnmtham  had  left  an  officer  and  a  small  detachment-    As  a 

4  B  2  supply 

(1)— Letters  from  the  Court  to  the  President  aiw*  council  at  Sorat  or  Bombay,  28th  ; 
October  and  23d  December  1685,  «otr:«0'th  March  l686.-'«—  Commission  to  Sir  John 
Cbildj  &»*'>  and  Sir  John  Wyborne,  3d  February  1684-85. 

<2)--Lettfin  from  the  Conrt  to  the  General^   or  Pre^deot  and  Conneil^   at  Surat> 
6th  and  13th  May  l685. 
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CHA]M[|«  suppty  of  salt  had  been  required  for  Sumatra,  the  Btnohasf 
1685  -  86.  Council  vrere  ordered  to  direct  the  ships  from  Persia  to  touch  at 
Ormus,  and  bring  from  that  Iskmd  as  lax^  a  ipuuitity  of  salt, 
as  their  spare  tonnage  would  hold ;  and  that  a  country  ship 
should  be  hired  at  Bombay,  to  carry  it  to  IViaman  and  Tdcoo^ 
one  half  of  the  caigo  to  pay  the  charges  of  freight,  and 
the  other  to  be  delivered  to  the  Compan/s  Factories  in  Su- 
matra.<'> 

The  Agents  in  Persia  were  censured,  for  not  haviiog 
afforded  the  Court  information  of  the  events  and  consequences 
of  the  war  between  the  Persians  and  the  Dutch,  and  foe 
neglecting  to  let  out  the  Company's  ships  on  freight,  during 
this  war,  which  would  have  yielded  consideraUe  profit/^) 
The  Agentf         The  opinion  of  the  Court,  respectmg  the  depressed  situa- 

in   Bensal 

centured  for  tion  of  their  Factories  in  Bengal,  was  prefoced  with  a  cen^^ 

their  timidity 

respectiDg      g^u* e  of  their  Agents,  for  having  been  too  submissive  and  timid 

the  Nabob.  °         '  ^ 

towards  the  Nabob  and  his  officers. 
Orders  to  It  was,  therefore,   ordered,  that  the  Presidency  at  Fort 

Fort  St. 

Geoi|;e.  for  St.  Georgb,  sfaould^  if  possible,  obtain  a  Phirmauud  foT  some 

strengthen- 

ipgtheforti-  of  the  uninhabited  islands  in  the  Ganires,  and  that  Incfellee 

ficatioDS  and  ^  . 

imfiroring      shoidd  be  fortified;   a  plan  bavins:  been  formed,  of  whidi 

there?enaei.  '  r  o  ^    ^ 

due  notice  would  be  given,    by  the  Secret  Committee,  for 

re-asserting 

(l)— Letters  from  the  Court  to  the  Preiideocy  or  &u«t.  17th  Jaoe  tod  12th 
Augast  1685. 

(2)— Letters  from  the  Coort  to  the  Agent  and  Factoci  in  Perria^  latfa  A^gwt  $Bd 
23d  December  l685. 
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re-asBerting  the  Cimipany's  ri^s  of  traide  in  Beopjt^  and  for   chap,  jl 
ffreventing,  in  future,  the  oppiiessioiis  of  their  Agents,  eijther  1685 -86.  < 
by  the  Nabobs  or  the  Datch,  in  the  ex^tduse  of  those  rights^ 
which  they  had  acquired  by  Phirmaunds.    The  fortifications  at 
Fort  St.  GecHTge,  wi&  a  view  to  this  pkn,  were  ordered  to  be^ 
strengthened,  the  BlndL  Town  to  be  surrounded  with  a  wall,, 
and  St.  Thom6  rented,  which  would  enable  the  Presidency  to 
raise  the  customs  to  five  per  cent: — it  was  by  this  policy, 
that  the  Dutch  had  acquired  the  whole  of  their  Eastern  trade, 
rendered  their    power  the  foundation    <^  their   commerce, 
and  drawn  profits  sufficient  to  defray  (the  expence]  of  equip- 
ments ill  Europe,   and  yet    to  pay  large  dividends  on  their 
stock.    On  this  principle,  therefore,  the  Court  ordered  Fort. 
St  George  to  be  considered,  ki  future,  as  the  principal  seat  of 
the  Company's  trade  on  the  Coast,  and  the  Factory  at  Masu- 
lipatam  to  be  dissolved,  as  the  stations  at  Madapollam  and 
P^tipolee  would  be  sufficirat  for  obtaining  the  goods  formerly, 
collected  at  Masulipatam.  (O  .         ^ 

The 

<!)— Letten  from  the  Court  to  the  President  of  Fort  St.  George^  28th  March,  ist 
and 9th  April,  12th  and  26th  Aogost,  14th  October  l685,  and  I4th  January  l685-8<Sl 
- —  Letters  to  the  Agent  akid  pooocil  at  Bengal,  17th  Jt»e,  15th  October  l6B5,  and 
l4th  January  1M5«86^—  (NoieJ.  On  the  marriage  of  the  Princess  Amie  to  Prince 
G^rge  of  Denmark,  the  Cdort  direct^  the  Ptesiden^  of  Fort  St.  Creoige  to  grant  per- 
mission to  four  Danish  merchants  to  reside  at  Madras,  and  the  Danish  trade  to  be 
free  of  customs  at  that  port;  reciprocal  privileges  having  been  granted  by  the  King  of  ; 
Ben(nafk>  to  the  English  at  Tnnquebar.  (Letter  from  the  Court  to  the  Ptasidency  of 
Bart  St,  Geofg^,  14th  October  iGSS.) 
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CHAP.  11.  Hie  iastnietimis  from  ibe  Seeret  Cannittee^   dkdose 

1685-86.  the  resolution  of  the  Company^  (approved  of  by  the  King,) 
iDstructl^r  to  retaliate  the  iii|iiries  sustained^  and  the  ki$a  of  their 
iToItiirtl^s^"'^  privflege*  m  Bengal^  by  hostilities  against  the  Nabob  of  Duoca, 
Mogiii.  and  and  the  Moguls  his.  superior.    An  exfieditioii  had  been  fittedL 

the  Nabob  of  ^  «.,,^».  •  •  a^  j?^  i.- 

Dacca,  with  o«it  from  England  for  this  semce^  GOnsiafang  of  ten  stup^^ 

the  object  of  j    i_  j       •  /^ 

obuining  firom  seventy  to  twelve  guns,  and  the  command  given  to  Cap* 
Cbittagong  i  tahi  Nkholson,  with  the  rai^  of  Vice  Admiral^  till  his  arrival' 

and  an  expe- 
dition fitted    in  the  Ganges,  when  the  Agent  in  Beiural  was  to  act  a«  Ad- 

ont  for  that  ^     '  ^  ^ 

aenrice.         miral,    and  Commandw<4n-diHef  oi  the  land  forces.     On 
bcKird  this  fitet  ware  embarked  six  complete  compnnies  of  infant 
try,  without  captains,  it  being  mteiided,  tha;t  the  Memibcn  of 
Ckmncilin  Bengal  should  act  in  that  capacity :— ^diis  force  was 
to  foe  joined  by  a  company  from  IViaman,  and  a  detadhment 
ffom  l^e  garrison  of  Fort  St.  Greoige,  and  by  the  seamen  frcHU 
theiieet,  so  as  to  form  an  eflective  regiment  of  ten  oompanies^ 
or  a  th6usand  men  :--^-tiie  fleet  was  to  be  assisted  by  the  CSom- 
pany^s  other  ships,  making,  in  the  whole,    nineteen  s«il:*<^ 
Kmg's  commissions  were  given  to  Captain  Nicholson,  and  to 
eighteen  other  conunanders  for  this  particular  service;  but,, 
in  Uie  event  of  meeting  any  of  the  King's  ships  in  India, 
the   dtiief  narval  command  was  to  devolve  on  the  captain : 
— ^the  plaee  of  debarkation  was  to'  be  Cfaitti^oag,.    which- 
was  to  be  taken  possession  of,  and  fortified  in  the  best  man-r 
ner  i-^wq  hundred  pieces  of  cannon  were  to  be  mounted  on< 
&;  and  when  in  the  possession  of  the  Company,  a  inint  wa» 
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to  ht  tsUikMit4t  wider  i^  direetipn  «f  ^kt  Skmik  ftxtn  <!»i^- 1^* 
Rajdhmahl^  and  five  per  cent,  custcmui  letied  ^n  Ae  in- 1^85^^ 
habitants; 

To  co*i[^enite  with  thifl  eBtetfrige^  a  traBl70f  Awad^ip 
-was  to  be  formed  with  the  Kin^  of  Aracan^  witik  wiiodi^  ^fmia 
the  kocal  idtuatioii  of  his  domiaioiis,  widb  rts^pGtt  to  Chit- 
tagcmgy  and  from  the  constant  warfare  betweMt  hb  aidgeats 
and  tlMNie  of  the  Mogul,  an  uAefiil  aad  ftfviiMt  attADoe 
m^ht  be  expected  t— 4n  like  maaomr^  tceatcos  wmt  'to  jbe 
foraied  with  the  lesser  Hfaiidiio  Chiefs^  wIk>s0  Aaswteaoe 
migfat  second  the  enteipri2iei-*-The  President  of  Sttrat  wifts, 
alsO)  to  negotiate  a  treaty  with  aaash^gti^  Rajahs  and  jto 
flimish  him  with  ewmon  and  military  storas.j-HAieJiaQWlfwl^ 
of  <his  plan  was  t»  be  ccmfined  to  the  Presidents  .«Ad  Siecret 
Committees  at  Surat  and  Fort  Si.  Gdarg^^  to  prevmit  the 
Mogal,  or  the  I>atdi>  &om  c<fti0er(in|p  mettsiirts^  oriv^paring 
a  force  to  opnose  its  execi^ticm ; — as  soon  as  the  fleet  and/iM-ces 
^honld  aniye,  the  Mogjul's  sUps^  of  every  A^ftcraptioiij  were 
to  be  seised,  and  a  Court  cf  Admiralty  appointed  at  Beng;^ 
^Captain  Nichcdson  to  be  Jud^e  Advocate)  to  ooadettin^tbe 
prizes.  A  letter  was  written  by  the  Cowt^  to  the  Nabob  of 
Dacca,  and  another  to  tlie  Mogul,  ^xpbmM^g  the  grieTanees 
the  Company  had  sustained,  by  the  breach  of  the  Phivitiiwnds 
undfer  whicAi  they  had  so  Umg  acted,  by  die  seiifare  of  thdr 
property,  and  by  the  repeated  extortions  made  oa  their  ^rvaots. 

As  soon  as  Chittagoqg  should  be  captured,  a»d  put  ifi  a. 

state 
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CHARir. :  state  of  defence,  the  troops  were  to  proceed  against  Dacca*^ 
1685-86.  and  as  it  was  presumed  the  Nabob  and  his  troops  would  % 
from  that  city,  peace  was  then  to  be  offered  to  him,  on  the 
Mkming  conditions : — that  he  should  cede  the  city  and  terri- 
tory of  Chittagong  to  the  Company,  and  pay  the  debts  due 
by  him ;  that  he  should  allow  the  rupees  coined  at  Chittagong 
to  pass  current  in  his  district,  and  restore  all  privileges,  ac- 
cording to  ancient  Phirmaunds ;.  each  party  to  bear  their 
reiqpectfve  losses  and  expences  in  the  war  :-^H>n  these  condi- 
tions, alone,  the  Company  would  agree  to  resettle  the  Faoto- 
lies  in  Bengal  :--^4f  a  treaty  to  this  effect  shoidd  be  conchided, 
it  was  to  be  ratified  by  the  Mogul,  on  the  part  of  the  Nabob, 
and  by  the  IVesident  of  Surat,  on  the  part  of  tlie  Company : 
-«-4ane-sixth  of  the  prizes  taken  in  this  expedition  was  to  be 
distributed  amoi^  the  commanders,  and  one-third  of  the 
money  reoeived  from  the  Nabob,  divided  among  the  fleet  and 
forces. 

Sabordinate  Besides  this  principal  object,  this  armament  was  to  reta- 

objectsofthe 

expeditioii,     Uate  on  the  King  of  Siam,  by  seizing  his  vessels,  to  compen* 
KingofSiam,  sate  for  the  losses  which  the  Company  had  sustained  in  his 

and  to  at- 
tempt the      domim<ms ;  a|id  shcmld  the  Portuguese  continue  to  exact  cus- 

cooqaett  of 

Saitette.  toms  at  Taunah  and  Caranjab,  the  Presidency  of  Surat  were 
to  refuse  payment,  and  to  employ  the  fleet  and  military 
forces  against  them,  for  the  recoTcry  of  Salsette,  and  the 
other  dependencies  of  Bombay,  originally  ceded  by  the  treaty 
between  Charles  II.  and  the  Crown  of  Portugal  3  and  should 

they 
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iJll^j  not  hare  fyt^essiS^^  at  Bombay^  tbey  chAr  ii. 

were  aatfaorized  tp  briqg  oii«  hundeed  topames  from  Fort  St  1685-86. 

The  commercial  ordi^rs  for  Fort  St.  Gjaoaos*  darmir  this  B^iatiom 

'  ^  for  the  new 

season,  were  more  limited  than  in  the  jHreoeding  yoars,  as  the  ^^^  ^^ 
Coorti  from  the  interrujitbn  of  the  iorestment  from  Bengal,  {J^^'^^'q"^'^ 
mid  the  large  fiiaiitity  of  Coast  goods  in  the  wardiouses  in  J^^^^^ 
Jiondcm,  did  not  require  the  usual  supply  of  Coromandd  goods. 

Aftor  the  Bengal  expedition  should  luMre  completed  that 
service,  theships  were  to  come  nound  to  the  Fort,  and  assist  in 
the  favorite  plan  of  eztendiiig  the  trade  from  the  Coromandel 
Coast  to  the  Southern  Seas,  and  in  supporting  the  new  Factory 
at  PatAM AK,  for  which  three  hundred  soldiers,  and  forty-nipe 
pieces  of  cmhuince  had  been  embarked: — ^the  ccmus  in  circu- 
lation at  Fort  St.  Gewge^  wore  to  be  current  at  Priaman,  at 
die  flawing  rates  ;~4he  Pagoda  to  be  valued  at  ten  shillings ; 
the  Spanish  Dollar,  at  rij.  shillings  ;  the  Dutch  Dollar,  at  five 
shillings  and  six-paice;  the  Riqpee,  at  three  shilUngs;  the 
Fanam,  at  four-pence ;  and  the  Pice  at  one  halfpenny. 

As  it  was  hoped,  that  the  quantity  of  pepper  and  carda- 
moms, formerly  got   from   Bantam,    might  be  obtained  at 
VOL.  n.  4  C  Acheen, 

<1)— Kiog'i  CommiMion  to  the  Captains  of  the  Company's  Ships  destined  for 
India,  28th  December  1005.^—  Letters  and  Instractions  firom  the  Court,  and  from  the 
Secret  Committee,  to  the  IVesidencies  of  Sarat  and  Fort  St.  Geoige,  and  to  the  Agent  in 
Bengal,  14th  and  aoth  January,    24th  Febmary^  and  l6th  March  l665-86«  and  3Xst 

March  1086.— —  Court's  Letter  to  the  Nabob  of  Dacca,  20th  January  1685-86. 

Court's  Letter  to  the  Great  Mogul,  Aurungzebe,  31st  March  1686. 
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^w^l5*    -^^^^"^  *^  station,  was  to  be  encouraged^  which^  with  PSria- 

1685-86.  man,  was  to  remain  subordinate  to  Fort  St.  George: — ^trade 

was  also  to  be  attempted  between  China  and  Japan,  and  with 

Johore,  at  the  extremity  of  the  Peninsula  of  Malacca,  near 

the  Straits  of  Sincapore.  (^ 

Experience  having^  shewn  the  perilous  situation  in  which  a 
commercial  Factcny  was  placed,  when  protected  only  by  grants 
from  a  Native  Prince,  liable  to  interruptions,  according  to  his 
interests  or  caprice,  or  to  rebellions  agaiust  his  power,  as  in 
the  case  of  Bantam,  the  Court  resolved,  that  the  settlement 
at  Priaman  should  be  rendered  respectable,  by  fortifications, 
and  by  a  garrison  sufficient  to  resist  any  Native,  or  even 
European  enemy: — ^the  fort  was  to  be  built  on  a  larger 
scale  than  that  at  Fort  St.  George,  and  a  dock  construct- 
ed, to  accommodate  shipping  in  the  necessary  repairs,  or 
for  building  such  country  vessels,  as  <he  Company's  service 
might  require,  timbfer  being  in  plenty  in  the  country: — an 
arsenal  and  barracks  also  were  to  be  erected,  for  the  accom- 
modation of  the  troopsy  and  sufficiently  large  for  the  three 
hundred  soldiers  which  had  been  embarked,  and  on  a  scale 
for  five  hundred  men  : — as  non-commissioned  officers  had  been 
obtained  from  the  King's  guards,  to  train  the  men  to  discipKne, 

the 


(0— Letters  from  tlie  Court  to  the  Presidency  of  Fort  St.  George,  I2th  and  26ih 

August,  and  I4th  October  l6S5. Letter  from  the  Secret  Committee  to  the  IVeri^ 

dency  i)f  Fort  St.  George,   I4tk  January  1685-86. 
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the  Chief  and  Members  of  Council  were  to  be  captains  of  chap.  ii. 
the  companies  ;  an  engineer  to  superintend  the  works^  and  1685-86. 
gunners^  trained  to  the  service^  were  appointed,  and  the  whole 
Settlement,  in  conformity  to  the  Company's  charter,  was  to  be 
regulated  by  civil  and  martial  law : — ^Mr.  Ord,  the  Chief,  .was 
appointed  Judge  Advocate,  and  it  was  expected,  four* of  the 
Company's  43hips  would  be^  annually,  loaded  from  this  port, 
with  pepper  and  cardamoms,  for  the  Coast,  and  thence  sent 
toEngkniW 

To  preserve  the  trade  at  Tonquin,  and  to  establish  a  Trade  atToa- 
connexion  between  the.  Fort  and  Priaman,  exchanges  with  pmerved. 
the  Japan  junks,  for  copper,  to  be  sent  to  Priaman,  was  to 
be  encouraged,  that  an  indirect  trade  might  be  established^ 
through  ^these  vessels,  between  Sumatra,  Japan,  and  China/^> 

It  would  appear,    that  a  mutiny  had  taken  place  in  the  Court's  or- 

deri  00  the 

Island  of  St.  Helsn a,  amcKi^  some  of  the  soldiers  and  inha-  nutinj  at  sc 
bitants,  but  that  the  garrison  had  been  able  to  suppress  it : — 
a  few  of  the  ringleaders  had  been  tried,  and  found  guilty,  but 
had  been  pardoned;  this  lenity  the  Comt  disapproved  oi, 
having,  from  experience,  found,  that  such  forbearance  led 
only  to  a  repetition  of  the  offence;  and  as  the  Company,  \^ 
the  late  royal  grant,  were  vested  with  the  power  of  exercising 

4  C  2  dvil 

(1)— Letten  from  the  Court  to  the  Chief  and  Counca  at  PriamiD^  aift  October 
1685^  and  20th  January  1685-86. 

(3)— Letter  from  the  Court  to  the  Chief  and  Council  at  Tonquiii^  lAth  October 
1065. 
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CHAP.U.  ciyil  and  martial  law^  all  such  crimes  were  ordered^  in*  fittmre, 
1685*86.  to  be  pumshed,  and  the  lands  of  the  ofiendere  forfeited  to  the 
Company^  and  let  out  on  lease  for  their  benefit ; — (he  soldiers 
who  could  not  be  detained  beyond  the  term  of  their  covenants^ 
were  to  be  allowed  to  return  to  ISngland,  and^  in  the  ev^it  of 
recruits  not  arriving,  one  or  two  men  were  to  be  drafted  from 
eachof  theCompan/sshipsy  to  keep  up  the  garrison  to  its  fiiH 
establidiment.  0> 


Bo»^yf^  The  transactions  at  Subat  and  Bombay,   from  being 

^  3*the^  ™*^™^^  ™  ^^  season,  form  only  one  subject  The  Island  of 
^^^'  Bombay  had  not  recovered  from  the  eflfects  of  the  rebdlion,  and 
measures  were  rather  in  progress  for  its  improvement,  than 
carried  into  practice  :-~the  fortifications  required  repairs  and 
additions,  and  the  garrison  needed  a  supply  of  recruits  to  ren- 
der it  efficient,  that  the  Island  might  become  a  centre  for  trade. 
Though  the  wars  between  the  Mogul  and  Sambagee,  and  be- 
tween both  and  the  Portuguese,  had  the  appearance  of  coming 
fio  a  close,  they  still  rendered  the  transit  of  goods  from  the 
inland  provinces  to  Surat  difficult,  provisions  dear,  and  left  it 
in  tiie  power  of  the  Portuguese  still  to  levy  customs  at  Tannah. 

Doctor 

(1)— Lstto fimm  Ibi^^tiiit  ts  the  Gavenmr  and  Coimcilat  St^Hdaw^  OOthbr 
18S5. 
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Doctor  St.  Jobn^  from  the  Bresideirt  haTing  appointed  S.^^'  ?* 
]ifr.  Vaux  to  be  Judge  in  civil  actions,  in  Bombay^  and  limiting  1685-86. 

Disputes  be- 

him  to  maritime  cases,  had  taken  part  with  some  of  the  Inter*  tweenDr.  st. 

John»  Judge 

lopers,  and  evidence  had  been  found  of  his  irregular  conduct ;  of  Bombay, 

and  Sir  John . 

Dr*  St.  John,  however,  in  a  letter  to  Sir  Leoline  Jenkins,  Se-  ChUd. 
cretary  of  State,  complained  of  the  aj^intment  of  Mr.  Vaux, 
as  encroaching  on  his  oftce,  and  represented  him,  from  his 
ignorajftce  ci  the  law,  to  be  unqualified  for  the  duties  of  a  civil 
Judge,  and  that  this  appointment  had  dieprived  him  of  that 
reward  which  he  had  been  promised,  on  his  undertaking  the 
duty.  Under  all  these  embarraasmmte,  the  President  found 
it  difficult,  both  at  Suriit  and  Bombay,  to  restore  trade,  but 
had  dispatched  one  ship,  to  endeavour  to  fix  a  Factory  at 
Amoy,  in  China>  and  another  with  Factors,  to  re-settle  the 
trade  at  Siam. 

Accounts  reached  Bombay  and  Surat,  in  October  1686, 
of  the  death  of  King  Charles  n^  wheu  King  James  11.  was 
proclaimed,  with  all  possible  solemnity,  at  Surat,  on  the 
25th  October  1685,  and  a  congratulatory  address  sent  to  His 
Majesty,  oxt  his  accession,  by  the  President  and  Council.  <^> 

The 


(1)— Letten^  fiom  the  PresideBt  and  Council  of  Sunt,  and  the  Depnty  Ghnrenior 
and  Council  at  Bombaj^  to  the  Coart^  aist,  28tii,  and  30th  April,  9th  Max>  27th 
October  ieS5,  and  27th  January  1685-86.——  Addresi  of  the  Rodent  and  Conncil  of 

Snrat  to  Hii  Mqestj,  27th  January  1685-86. Letter  from  Dr.  St.  John  to  Sir 

LeoUne  Jenkins,  lOChUfay  i665.    (Eait^India  Fapen  ia  the  State  Paper  OOcc,  part  ii. 
No.  18.) 
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CHAP.iL  Hie  letters  to  theCourt  from  Fobt  St.  Gbokck  and  from 

1685-<86.  Bengal^  daring  the  season  1686-86^  have  not  been  presenred 
tnteiiigence    among  the  Compai^'«  records ;  but^  from  the  reciprocal  com- 

from  Fort  St.  ..-  "rA  •••»*  <■«  ••• 

Geoi^eand    mumcations  between  the  Agencies  m  Bengal,  were  b  evidence^ 

BsntAin* 

that  this  important  seat  of  trade  continued  to  be  expressed, 
as  the  Factory  of  Hnghly  was  surronnded  by  horse  and  foot : — 
Althougfa^Perwannahs^  for  inland  trade^  were  given  by  the 
Nabob  and  his  officers,  it  became  impossible  to  use  them  with 
any  commercial  advantage; — and  to  add  to  these  evils,  an 
interloping  ship  had  arrived  at  Ballasore,  and  oiders  only 
could  be  given  from  Hughly,  to  that  Factory,  to  obstruct 
tfaec^tain^  in  the  purchase  of  his  investmcsits.  <^) 

(l)-^lietters  froip  the  Agent  and  Cooncil  at  HogUj  to  the  Chief  «id  Factor/  at 
fallawre^  29th  Jane  and  3d  October  166J. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


XA8T-INDIA    COMPANY.  567 


1686-87. 


The  orders  of  the  Court,  in  the  season  1686-87,  appear   CHAP.il 
to  have  been  the  sequel  of  the  resolutions  under  which  they  1686-87. 
had  adbpted  a  new  system  of  politics  for  India,  send  fitted  vere  in  their 
out  a  large  armament,  with  instructions  to  copy  the  Ilutch  at  levy  war  oa 

the       Mngnl 

Batavia,  who  had  brought  the  whole  of  their  foreign  ihterestis  and  Nabob  of 

,  DaccBj    and 

under  the  control  of  then*  Grovemor  Generaf : — ^tBis  example  veti  sir  John 

Child     with 

the  Court  required  might  be  followed  at  Subat,  or  rather  at  thepowersof 

Director  Ge« 

Bombay,  to  which  the  orders  were  repeated,  to  remove  the  nerai  of  all 

»      T*  *^*''  Settle- 

ieat  of  trade.    The  Court  explained  to  the  Presidency  of  Su-  ments  in  In- 
dia. 
rat,  that  die  large  fleet  destined  for  India  had  been  detained 

by  contrary  winds,  but  had  at  last  sailed"; — that,  feeling  for 

the  oppressions  whidh  their  servants  in  Bengal  had  experienced 

firom  the  NalMii&  and  his  Officers,  the  Company  persevered  in 

their  determination  to  levy  war  on  him,  and,  in  the  sequel,  on 

the  Mogul.    As  the  Dutch  were  at  war  with  the  King  of  Gbl- 

condah,  the  Company^s  garrison  at  Fort  St.  George  had'  orders 

to  assist  him,  and,  in  return,  to  solicit  a  Phirmaund  for  coining 

rupees,  and  a  grant  of  St.  Thom^,  as  an  English  possession ; 

— demands  which  discover,  even  at  this  early  period,  that  the 

Company  were  assuming  a  political  and  military  character,  that 

^  they 
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CHAP.IL  they  might  acquire  such  territories,  as  would  furnish  supplies 
I686-87.  to  their  fortified  seats  of  trade,  and  give  them  respectability, 
and  influence,  in  the  political  contests  of  the  Native  Powers  : 
— Whence  the  reference  to  the  example  of  the  Dutch,  who 
owed  their  prosperity  to  the  plan  which  the  Company  were, 
at  this  period,  induced  to  adopt. 

With  this  object,  the  Court,  with  the  approbation  of  the 
King,  constituted  Sir  John  Child  their  President,  or  General 
at  Surat,  to  be,  what  in  modem  times  has  been  termed, 
the  Governor  General  of  the  countries  within  their  limits, 
and  also  the  Director  of  their  trade,  and  ordered,  that  implicit 
obedience  should  be  paid  to  him  :--r-he  was  to  proceed,  for 
three  months,  to  Fort  St  George,  and,  if  necessary,  to  go  to 
Biengal,  to  bring  the  whole  under  a  regulated  administration, 
the  fullest  respcmsibility  being  attached  to  him  and  to  his 
Council; — ^he  was  vested,  farther,  with  discretionary  powers 
to  continue  the  war,  or  to  make  peace  with  the  Mogul, 
a;ccording  to  circumstances ; — ^he  was,  next,  to  seice  the 
.goods  and  vessels  of  the  Kings  of  Siam,  Banta«S,  and  Jambee, 
as  a  reparation  for  injuries,  and  to  bring  them,  for  con- 
^lemnation,  into  any  of  the  Courts  of  Admiralty  in  India. 
Mr.  Zinzan  was  to  act  as  President  gt  Surat,  daring  the 
absence  of  Sir  John  Child. 
dSionS  To  enable  the  Governor  General  to  carry  <he  orders  of  the 
Britiah  rob-^  Court  into  fuU  effect,the  Company  made  application  to  the  King, 
£iceof  the  who  issucd  a  Royal  Prodamation^  in  July  1686,  requiring 

Native  Pow-  „ 

en.  all 
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^theCflwipany^sseirvajits,  whether  civil,  military,  orseamto,  chapii. 
wha  had  heen  eitiplorjred  in  their  shipping,  and,  in  general,  all  1686-87. 
Englifi^  ^ubjetets,'  W^bd  had  entered  into  the  service  of  the 
CJountry  Powers,  particularly  the  Mogtfl,  th^  King  6f  Siam,  the 
Qtteen  of  Aebeea,  aild  Sambagee  Rajali,  to  retarn  to  the  Com- 
pany's settlements  at  Bombay  or  Madras,  Within  six  months 
after  the  pttMica^ion  <*f  thfe  Proclamatidrt  in  India ;— «ehe  King's 
subjects  nrho  had  been  in  a  civil  cihpacity,  were  to  be  allowed 
to  refMdin,  as  ii«e  merchants,  atid  the  seamen  or  soldiers 
were  to  be  received  mto  the  Gompan/s  service,  at  the  usual 
rate  of  paiy  :---H5tich  persons  as  did  not  accept  this  offer,  were 
to  be  t^nt  to  England,  vrithin  one  year,  and  to  be  proceeded 
'S^nst  by  laflv,  for  contempt  of  the  K^g^s  Proclamation.^^) 

In  addition  to  tht  force  in  In<fia,  the  Court  tnadd  a{^lica->  Beinforce- 
tkfti  to  the  King  to  have  an  entfare  company  of  r^ukr  infantry^  troops  sent  to 

India. 

with  their  officers,  transferred  to  their  service ;  aqd  g^t^  in 
consequence,  a  company  from  the  Marquis  of  Worcester^'s 
regiment,  commanded  by  Captaief  (Mfton,  the  Adjttant, 
to  whom,  and  to  the  oth^r  officers,  the  Court  granted  commift- 
sions,  with  power  to  Sir  John  €h3d  to  select  from  the  privates, 
such  men  as  were  recommended,  for^ood  behaviour  and  sidii', 
to  be  afterwards  promoted  to  be  commissioned  officers : — 
Captain  Clifton  was  to  have  a  salary  of  ,^30  per  annum,  with 

VOL.  II.  4  D  captain's  .« 

<1)— Origind  Order  of  Coancit^  with  annexed  Copy  of  Proclamation,  for  recalling 
aH  English  lubjecU  In  the  Sdfvice  of  the  (Native  Powers  in  India,  1 1th  Jnly  1686.  (Bast- 
India  Papen  in  the  State  Paper  Office,  part  ii^  No.  21.) 
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CHARH-  captain's  pay,  and  a  seat,  as  Junior  Member  c£  Cmmdly  and  all 
168o*87-'  captains  of  infantry  were,  in  future,  to  haye  seats  in  Council ; 
a  measure  which  originated  in  the  experience  dT  the  undis- 
ciplined state  of  the  Company's  forces,  and  in  the  repeated 
apptications  of  the  Presidency  to  have  a  supply  of  recruits,  td 
render  the  garrison  of  Bombay  efficient. 
^5£jJ*^^  The  commercial  orders  to  Surat,  were  nearly  the  same 

with  those  in  the  preceding  seascm,  with  the  following  addi- 
tions : — ^to  promote  the  sale  of  English  cloths,  and  to  increase 
the  imports  of  silk  from  Persia ;  the  cloths  to  be  exchanged,  by 
barter^  for  silk : — as  the  China  trade  was  becoming  more  pro- 
mising, teas  and  spices  were,  in  .future,  to  form  a  part  of  the 
Company's  imports,  and  not  to  be  articles  of  primte  trade : — 
and  a  Factory  was  to  be  fixed  at  Attinga,  on  the  Malabar 
Coast,  at  which  it  was  expected  a  considerable  quantity  of 
pepper  might  be  purchased/') 
I  F^riiii.  The  instructions  of  the  Court,  to  the  Agent  and  Council 

in  Persia,  in  this  sf;ason,  were; — ^that  regular  information 
should  be  sent  to  England,  every  six  weeks,  by  an  overland 
dispatdi  to  Aleppo,  the  Interlopers  having  derived  advantages 
feom  earlier  information  than  the  Company  had  hitherto  re- 
ceived;— 

(l>— Letters  from  the  Coart  to  the  Fresident  anil  Councit  at  Surat  or  Bomhay^  24th 
April,    lOth  Mbj,    14th  and  28th  Joly,  25th  AugoAt^  3d  September,  15th  and  22d 

October  (Secret),  6th  December  1686,  3d  February,  and  23d  March  1686-87. 

a&r  John  Child*E  CommiMion  to  be  General^  President,  and  Director  of  all  Presideocica^ 
Forts,  Ice.  in  India^  22d  October  l68& 
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ceived ; — that  application  sbcrald  be  made  to  the  King  of  Persia,  chap-J^- 
to  encourage  the  oarrying  trade  in  his  dominions,  on  English  1686-87.. 
bottoms,  with  an  oflfer  to  contract  for  the  whde  of  the  silk  and 
Caramania  woal,  which  the  Dutch  formerly  purchased ;  in 
return,  English  cloths,  of  the  fineness  and  colours  he  might 
require,  would  be  sent: — ^In  these  unportant  matters,  the 
Agents,  however,  were  to  act  under  the  instructions,  which 
they  might,  from  time  to  time,  receiye  from  the  President,  or 
the  General  and  Council,  at  Bombay.  (^> 

The  deficiency  of  information  fit)m  Fort  St.  Gbobgs  ^f-  Gyfford 

"  dismused, 

and  Bengal,  in  the  preceding  season,  is,  in  some  measure,  *°^  ^[J^^^ 
explained,  by  the  orders  of  the  Court  to  dismiss  Mr.  Gyffinrd,  p^^g!"^  ^ 
who  had  formerly    so  much  of  their  confidence,    and  the  ^^ 'ff  ^^ 
appointment  of  Mr.  Yale  to   be  President ;   and,   by    this  J'^^i^l^ 
Presidency,  instead  of  comj^ying  with  the  Courtis  directions  JJ^ma^Sw- 
to  establish  a  Fort  and  Settlement  at  Puaman,  having  diverted  ^^^'^^'^^ 
the  force  and  stock,  intended  for  it,  to  the  formation  of  a 
Settlement  at  Bsncoousn  : — ^without,  therefore,  relinquishing 
the  project  of  a  Fort  and  Fac^ry  at  Priaman,  it  was  ordered, 
(notwithstanding  the  formation  of  a  Factory  at  Bencoolen 
and  Indrapore),  that  it  should  be  the  principal  Settlement  in 
Sumatra,  for  which  a  Judge  Advocate  was  appmnted,  and  a 
Court  of  Admiralty  constituted. 

From  these  circumstances  it  is  obvious,  that,  during  the  ^  ^^JJ  J 

4  D  2  whole  ^^^«^'    « 

(l)~Letters  from  the  Court  to  the  Agent  and  Cooncil  in  Penia^  3d  September  and 
SOlh  December  l686. 
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f^^^'J^  whole  of  this  seafion,  the  Company  were  uoacfttaiitted  vnth 
1686 -87- the  result  of  the  expedition  under  Captain  Nichobon,  Mndf 
that^  proceeding  upon  the  instructions  they  had  given  to  him,, 
and  to  the  President  at  Snrat,  they  could  only  repeat  such 
orders  to  Fort  St.   George^   as  were  compatible  with  thmr 
former  measures  ;    or^    that  hostilities  should  be  contiwie^ 
against  the  King  of  Siam  and  his  subjects,  ttH  he  should' 
cede  a  station  at  Mergee,  at  whieh  a  Fort  and  Settlement^ 
could  be  atabHshed,  as  9,  seat  of  trade,  in  the  event  of  the 
faikire  of  the  project  of  getting  possession  of  Chittagong;. 
<— that  the  Bengal  manufactuv^rs  should  be  encouraged  to* 
resort  to  Madras,,  as,  in  time,  they  might  he  able  to  sup- 
ply  the  investment;^ — ^that  the  Factory  at  Pettipolec  should 
be  dissolved,  and  the  farm  at  Vizagapatam  improved  ;"r--4faat 
all  English  subjects  should  be  recalled  fmm  the  aerviee  of 
foreign   powers;    and  that  every  encouragement  lAould  br 
given  to  the  soldiers  (two  hundred  of  whom,  had  been  em^ 
barked  on  the  shipa  of  the  season)  to  many  the  native  woinm, 
to  whom  a  present  of  one  pagoda  was  to  be  given  £pr  every 
child    they   might  have,    to  promote  edoniaation*      These 
expedients    mark    the    resolution    of  the  Court  ta  obtam. 
fortified  statmns,  with  efficient  garrkons,  in  the  countries 
in  which  a  fixed    trade    could  be  established;    experience 
having  shewn,  'that,  without  such  fortifications,  no  rdiance 
could  be  placed  on  treaties  with,  or  grants  from,  the  Native 
Powers, 

As 
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It  hftyipg  been  a  subject  of  fruitless  negotiatioii^  for  many   chap.jl 
years  tp  obtain  permission  from  the  Native  Powers  to  cc»n.  1686-87^. 

Orders,  un- 

Ae  country  money,  the  Courts  in  this  season^adcfited  the  bolder  dertheKing^s^ 
measure  of  obtaininir  authority  from  the  King,   to  institute  establish  a 

°  "^  mint  at  Ma- 

a  mint  for  this  express  purpose ; — ^His  Majesty,  in  eonse-  dras. 
^ucoice  of  the  apptication  of  the  Company^  granted  to  them 
a  new  Charter^  or  Letters  Fatort,.  dated  the  12th  April 
1686,  by  which  aft  the  former  Charters  of  the  Company 
were  rraiewed  and  confirmed,  and  they  were  fiirther  em- 
powered to  erect  Courts  of  Judicature,  and  to  exercise  mar- 
tial law,  during  the  war  in  India,,  in  any  place  within  their 
limits,,  and,  in  a  particular  manner,  ^^  to  coin  any  species  of 
money  in  their  forts,  usually  coined  by  the  Princes  of  the 
country,  provided  it  should  be  equal  in  weight  and  fineness 
to  such  Prince's  standard,''  which  money  was  to  be  current 
in  all  places  within  their  limits.  <^> 

Under  this  authority,  the  Court  directed  the  President 
and  Council  of  Fort  St.  George  to  take  particular  care^. 
that  the  coins,  in  stamps,  inscriptions,  and  fineness,  should 
resemble  those  issued  by  the  Mogul  at  Rajahmahl,  particularly 
the  rupees,  it  being  of  inferior  moment  to  oflfend  that  sovereign^, 
in  this  respect,  from  the  war  which  had  been  resolved  on 
i^ainst  his  dominions : — ^application,  at  the  same  time^  was  to 
be  made  to  the  King  of  Golcondab,  for  a  Fhirmaund,  giving 

his 

(l)-J!«tt«rB  Patent  grrated  to  tfae  £ast*In£a  CompaD7,  I2th  AprU  1686,  tod  Jamw 
II.    (FrlntedColIecdoivofCIiMBten>  page  135.) 
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CHAP.  II.  his  anthority  to  thte  Company  to  coin  rupees^  and  other 
1686-87.  money,  in  the  mint  at  Madras^  and  that  this  money  might 
be  current  in  his  dominions ;  and  in  all  future  treaties  with  the 
Country  Powers,  an  article  was  to  be  introduced,  stipulating 
that  the  Company's  coin  should  be  allowed  to  be  current  in 
their  territories.  As  a  g^ieral  rule  for  the  internal  adminis* 
tration  of  the  Settlements  in  India,  the  Agents  were,  m 
future,  to  consider  the  King's  Charters  and  the  Company's 
orders  to  be  the  only  constitutioK  or  laws^  under  which  they 
were  to  act.  <*> 


Difficulty  of  The  large  equipment  which  had  been  sent  from  England 

acdng  in  Jn«  ' 

dia^on  the 

Coart*f  plans.  .    .  i_       i» 

given  commissions  to  the  officers  commanding  it,  prepares  us 


acdng  in  Jn«  »  6  9 

dia^onthe    last  seasoD,   under  the  approbation  of  the  King,   who  had 


to  look  for  the  events,  in  the  Company's  foreign  Settlements, 
with  anxiety  and  interest.     In  this,  as  in  many  other  cases 
it  will  be  found  more  easy  to  form  specious  plans,  than,  under 
all  the  circumstances  in  which  foreign  settlements  are  placed, 

to 

(l)«-Lettert  from  the  Court  to  tbo  fn^dwcy  of  Fort  St.  Geoige,  14th  April,  gOk 
Jonoj  3d  Septomber,  22d  October  l696,  (Secret).  7th  January,  aad  Xlarch  I<!ft6-S7, 
^md  3d  April  1687.—  CommiMtoo  for  settling  the  Pretidency  of  Fort  St.  Geoige,  22d 

October  1086. Letters  from  the  Court  to  the  Agent  and  Council  in  Bengal.  9th  June 

1086,  7th  Janoaiy  1686-87,  and  8th  April  1687. Letten  from  the  Gdwt  to  the 

Agent  and  Conndl  at  Pdaman^  39th  March  and  9tb  June  J686. 
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to  execute  them ;  for  though  it  might  be  practicabley  in  Ben-»  chap,  ii. 
galy  with  so  large  a  force,  to  acquire  Chittagoug,  or  some  1686  ^-Sf* 
other  stations,  which  might  be  fortified,  and  become  an 
asylum  to  the  Company's  servants,  or  a  deposit  of  their  goc^g, 
and  though  Bombay  was  a  retreat,  to  which  their  servants  at 
Surat  might  retire,  and  their  property,  if  brought  from  Surat 
and  Swally,  placed  in  security,  it  was  soon  discovered,  that  it 
was  a  delicate  and  more  difficult  matter,  to  keep  on  terms  with 
the  Mogul  in  the  Western  provinces,  after  hostilities  were 
commenced  in  the  central  provinces,  or  on  the  Ganges* 

The  events  at  Surat,  before  the  intentions  of  the  Court, 
and  of  the  King,  reached  that  Presidency,  discover,  that  this 
seat  of  the  Compan/s  government  in  India  had  been  dis- 
turbed, by  the  intrigues  of  the  I>utch  and  French,  laying 
hold  of  every  incident  which  could  embarrass  the  trade,  or 
excite  the  jealousy  of  the  Mogul  Governors  against  them. 

Two  Danish  vessels,   one  of  fiMrty-four,  and  another  of  PrMidency  of 

Surat  distres- 

twenty    guns,    sailing    under    Englkh    colours,  *  bad    com-  "f^  ^y  pira- 
cies conamiu 

mitted  the  most  uniustifiable  piracies  in  the  Red  Sea : — ^the  ^  *"  ^^ 

^  ^  Red  Sea,  by 

Dutdi  and  French  ascribed  this  outracre  to  the  Companv,  and  ^^'^^  ^^ 

^  ^^  r      /  J  ,elf,  under 

excited  a  suspicion  against  the  English  Presidency  at  Surat : —  English 
Governor  Child,  with  much  address,  by  offering  to  send  English 
ships  against  them,  averted  the  violence  which  otherwise 
must  have  ensued: — ^Improving  on  this  event,  the  Dutch 
endeavoured  to  engross  the  whole  of  the  pepper  trade,  and  to. 
act  at  Ma3ulipatam>  as  they  had  done  at  Bantam. 

Afiaira 
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c^AP.  II.    .       A&irs  were  dn  this  siftoatioii,  when  Sir  John  Wyborne 

IJS86-87.  armed^  and  was  put  in  possession  of  the  Island  of  Bombay^ 

i?s'i?'jd^n    as  Deputy  Governor.    The  ship  Worcester  next' arrived,  and 

Bo2b![y,%n  ^  bronght  the  letters  jof  the  Secret  Committee^  to  Governor 

c^urt°8^8ec^t  Child^  dbdosbig  the  whole  of  the  Court's,  intentions  respecting 

John  CMid.    tlie  ^armametit  whkh  had  proceedied  from  England,  and  the 

objects  of  th&King,  and  of  the  Courts  in  sending  it :— 4hese  dis« 

patdies  wereaddressed  to  Sir  John  CbM,  and,  in  his  absence,. 

to  Sir  John  Wybonne,  who  opened  them^  and  cpmmunkated 

"the  contents  to  the  Council  at  Bombay ;  «  raiiinessiy  from 

which  the  President  apprehended  much  dapager,  because  so 

imprudent  a  disclosure  of  the  intentions  of  the  Court  might 

not  only  put  the  Mogul,  aaaid  his  officers,  on  their  guard,  but 

render  inefftctual  the  objects  of  the  expedition,  and  ej^>dse, 

in  a  particular  manner,  the  Company's  servants  and  property, 

at  Surat^  to  hazard  and  to  danger. 

Able  mea-  The  precaution  and  public  principles  on  which  Sir  John 

John  Child     Child  actcd,  under  such  critical   circumstances,  discover   a 

at  this  crisis.    ,.-  ^,  -  ..,  /.*.  ^ 

high  sense  of  duty,  and  a  provident  concern  for  the  interests  of 
the  Company.  He  expressed  his  intehticm,  on  the  one  Ikaad^ 
to  avoid  hostilities  with  the  Mogul,  tHl  he  should  receive  inteU 
ligence  of  the  events  attending  the  armaraeht  in  Bengal,  and^ 
on  the  criiber,  resetted,  that  the  Court's  orders  had  arrived  so 
late,  because  the  Mogul  ships  from  Mocha  and  Bossor^h  had 
returned  to  Surat ;  but  resolved.,  should  circumstances  oblige 
Jbim  to  cpnuneaoe  hostilities,  to  )t;ake  the  xesponsibilit^  on  faim^ 

Bdfp 
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edfj  aud^  appar^itlj^  to  incur  the  Court's  displeasure,  that,  in  chap.ii. 
the  event  of  adyerse  fortune  att^idmg  the  expedition,  an  open-  1686  -  S/. 
mg  might  be  given  to  the  Company  to  n^^tiate  with  the 
Mogul,  for  the  restoration  of  their  privileges  and  trade,  upon 
the  same  basis  as  they  were^  anterior  to  his^  apparently,  unwise 
proceedings: — he  farther  explained,  that  when  the  force 
should  arrive,  it  might  be  employed  against  the  Portuguese, 
to  attempt  the  conquest  of  Salsette^  and  to  resist  the  projects 
of  the  Dutch  of  engrossing  the  whole  of  the  West  Coast 
trade  in  pepper  i  ttod  that  he  would  endeavour  to  cultivate  the 
fnendship  of  Sambagee  Bajafa,  and  supply  hnn  with  the 
ammunition,  as  ordered,  because  he  considered  his  friendship, 
both  in  a  pditical  and  commerdal  view,  under  existing  cir« 
cumstances,  to  be  of  the  highest  importance ; — ^that,  however, 
even  in  actual  service,  he  would  rather  employ  the  topasses, 
which  they  could  easily  engage  at  Sujrat,  from  having  a  good 
opinioD  of  their  fidelity,  than  bring  a  reinforcement,  of  this 
description  of  troops,  frdrift  F<^  St.  George.  <<> 

The  commercial  transactions  of  the  Presi<)ettcy  of  Surat, 
daring  this  season,  from  these  drcmnstances,  were  few  and 
uninteresting^  and  went  only  to  keep  up  commerciad  relations, 
and  to  provide  for  the  investments. 

From  the  intrigues  of  the  Dutch  at  Amoy,  the  commerce  VreMwcy  of 

Sarat  recom-! 

between  China  and  Surat,  and  with  Kurope,  had  been  inter-  mend  the 

trade  with 
VOL.   n.  4  E  rupted;  China,  to  bo 

(f)i— Leiten'fiom  tlie  PretMbney  of  Snrat,  3d  Jdj  and  3d  October  1686,  and 
10th  Febmaiy  1066-87  (Secret). 
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CHAP.  IL   mpted;  Sir  John  Child,  therefore,  recommended,  that  tlua 

1686-87.  branch  of  the  trade  should  be  placed  under  Fort  St.  George^ 

Management  more  particularly,  as  a  resolution  had  been  taken  to  re&ost  the* 

Geoi^e.    '    encroachments  of  the  Portuguese,  on  the  Company's  privilc^ges^ 

and  trade,  as  soon  as  the  Bengal  armament  should  enable 

them  to  act  with  effect ;  and  that,  under  so  many  politicaL 

and  commercial  embarrassmente,    the   Presidency  would  do* 

,  whatever  was  possible,  to  complete  the  investments/^) 

Dutch  endea-  The  information  from  Pbbsia  afibrds  a  detail- of  the  intri 

voor  to  excite 

jealousy  be-  g^^^  Qf  ^1^^  Dutch,  to  Create  a  misunderstanding  between  that 
theTI^ki^'*  Court  and  the  English;  but,,  by  the  eflbrts  of  the  Company's^ 
Government.  Armenian    linguist  at  Ispahan,  protection   to  trade,  and  » 

confirmation  of  the  privileges,  at  Gomkroon,.  had  been  oh-- 

tained.(« 
Premature  If  the  intel%ence  of  the  intentions  of  the  Court,  re*- 

commeoce- 

xnent  of  hoi-  specting  the  Beugid  expedition,  had  been  improvidently  dis- 
Hu&hij.  closed  at  Bombay,  and  exposed  the  President  and  Council  of 
Surat  to  local  and  commercial  ^fficulties,  unforeseen  incidepts, 
and  the  partial  aiTivat  of  the  fleet  in  the  river  Ganges,  ob^ 
structed  the  measures  of  the  armament,  in  the  country  in 
which  its  beneficial  eflfeets  had  been  anticipated^,  in  Europe. 
After  the  Agent  at  Hughly  was  informed  of  the  Court's  in- 
tentions^ 

(1)— General  Letter  from  the  nresideDef  of  Surat  to  Hie  Court,  10th  February 
1686-87. 

(3)-  Letter  from  the  Compaoy^i  Liogniit  at  lipaban  to  tbo  VnMm  lit  Sorat,  I  lih 
December  l€8& 
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tentions^  and  after  apart^  but  not  the  whole  of  the  fleets  ar«  chAp.ii. 
rived^  an  affiray  at  Haghly  brought  on  hostilities,  in  a  prema-  1686-87. 
ture  and  unexpected  manner:— on  the  28th  October  1686, 
three  English  soldiers  had  quarrelled,  in  the  Bazar,  with  some 
of  the  Nabob's  Peons,  and  were  wounded: — a  company 
of  soldiers  were  called  out  for  their  defence ;  afterwards  a 
second  company,  and  then  the  whole  of  the  English  troops : — 
an  action  took  place,  in  which  the  Nabob's  troops  were  de- 
feated with  loss,  sixty  of  them  killed,  and  a  considerable 
number,  wounded,  a  battery  of  eleven  guns  spiked  and  de 
stroyed,  the  town  of  Hughly  cannonaded  by  the  iBeet  under 
Captain  Nicholson,  and  five  hundred  houses  burnt.  The 
Hioasdar  aflfected  alarm  at  this  defeat,  and  solicited  a 
cessation  of  arms,  which  was  granted,  on  condition  of  his 
giving  his  assistance  to  convey  the  Company's  goods  on  board 
the  ships,  particularly  the  saltpetre,  of  which  a  very  large 
quantity  was  in  store. 

During  this  suspension,  the  Nabob  sseized  the  English 
Factory  at  Patna,  and  made  their  servants  prisoners ;  but  the 
property,  at  this  station,  was  inconsiderable,  not  exceeding 
two  thousand  rupees. 

Before  the  action  took  place,  orders  had  come  from  the  DemandB  of 

tho  Compa- 

Nabob,  Shastah  Khan,  to  compromise  the  differences  with  the  ny  <>»  the 
En^sh,   and  to  submit  their  claims  to  arbitration :— *to  this  Bengal. 
proposition,  the  Agent  and  Council  were  disposed  to  accede, 
had  not'  the  orders  of  the  Court  been  so  positive,  for  taking 

4  £  2  possession 
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^HAPJ[i.   possession  of  Chittagong^  and  t6  obtain  compensation  fyt  thmt 
1686 -87*  losses,  estimated  aceording  to  the  following  accomt : 

*^  For  what  Bulchund  forced  from  Mr.  Vincent  at  Cas- 

^^  sumbuzar 14^  000 

^  For  what  Sief  Cawn  plundered  out  of  our  Factory  at 
**  Pattana^  by  lOOO  foot  and  500  horse,  and  putting 

'^  Mr.  Meverill  in  irons    «...  80,000 

<<  For  detaining  y""  Agent  with  y*  silk  at  Casivmbuxar  • .  400,000 

^^  For  pi^tecting  Haggerston  from  jnstioe  . « 4ft,00O 

*'  For  what  forced  out  of  Dacca  Factoiy,  aecoimt  Picars  44,000 

^^  For  what  forcsd  from  cfar  merchants  at  Hughly 18,000 

^^  For  demoIiAing  and  plundering  Malda  Fnctoiy 150/)0O 

*^  For  custome  paid  at  the  mintt  at  Hughly,  contrary  to 

^^  our  Phirmaund • 150,000 

^  To  demorage  of  shipjnng  the  three  last  years 3,000,000 

^  For  what  extorted  from  us  in  presents,  &c. 300,000 

^  For  debts  remaineing  and  owing  us  in  the  country  ....  80(K000 
*'  For  besieging  of  Hughly  Factory,   y"  death  of  the 

^  Agent  and  four  men 300,000 

^^  For  burning  y*  old  Factory  and  the  goods  in  it,  in  y* 

^*  latter  skirmish 300,000 

**  For  charge  of  1000  men  and  ao  ships  tor  y*  war    .  • . .  3,000,00O 
^  For  y*  cbaiges  of  our  Factorys  and  buildings,  if  we 

'    ^  kive  the  Gountiy  I30,ooo 

•'  6,635,000'^ 

The 
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Tbe  PlMudwr  and  liis  vfficsen^   tkoi^  thejr  oflered  to  chap.  u. 
restore privil^get  of  trade  to  the  Ei^sh^    and  to  give  their  1686-8/^^ 
PerwamiAhs  lyi  that  eflfect^  till  a  PhinBaund  could  be  procured  to'chuil.^^"^^ 
mm  the  Moguls  acted  only  to  gain  tune ;   the  Agent  and  Caicutu. 
CSouncil^  therefore^  consddmi^  that  Hugfaly  was  an  open  tovn^ 
retired^  on  the  20th  December  1686,  to  Cbutakuttse^  or 
CALCiOTTAy  from  its    being  a    safer  sitvation,   during  «ny 
negotiation  with  the  Nabobs  or  MoguL 

In  this  sitnation  of  the  English  affiiirs  kt  Bengal;  the 
Dutch  and  Frendi  took  adranti^  of  the  dBspute^  particularly 
the  ibrmer^  who  having  eleven  skips  in  the  iiver>  oblHuned 
valuable  investments^  and  resettled  their  F^ctories^  which  they 
wire  disposed  to  abandon.  ' 

That  part  of  the  shipping  whicli  had  arrived  in  Baigal^ 
req[uired  oonsidevable  repairs^  and  much  apprehension  was 
entertained  fbr  the  safe  arrival  of  the  remainder,  haviiog  oft 
board  the  greats  part  of  the  troops  :-^t  was  now  the  opinioOj^ 
that  the  force  would  not  be  sufficient  for  the  principal  object 
of  the  expedition,  or  the  reduction  of  Chittageng. 

Affidra  at  Foar  St.  Gbohqe,.  during  these  eventa,  excited  nirt  of  tue 
much  anxiety  in  the  FresideAt  and  Counoil  s-^-cm  ree^ving  the  Fort  st. 
Court's  instructions^  they  haii  detMhed  the  principal  pact  q£  p^^^^^ed  to. 
the  garrison  to  assist  the  armament  mtended  for  Bengal,  and 
with  it»  a  large  pn^rtioin  of  arms  and  miHtaiy*  stiwefri-^^and 
they  advised  the  General^  or  President^  to.  retire,  with. the 
Company's  property  and  servants  to  Bombay,  because  the  Fac^ 

tory 
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CHAP.  IT.  tory  at  Surat  might  be  seized  by  the  forces  of  the  Mogu!^  for 
X686^^.  reparation  of  injuries  sustained'  in  Bengal;  and  though  they 
expressed  their  conviction^  that^  had  all  the  forced  arrived  from 
England,  it  might  have  been  sufficient  for  the  object,  yet  as 
the  enemy  were  prepared,  even  should  it  arrive,  it  would  be 
unequal ;  and  what  rendered  these  circumstances  more  alarm- 
ing, was,  that,  at  this  crisis,  the  Mogul's  army  had  conquered 
Visiapore,  and  would  soon,  in  all  probability,  conquer  GclL^ 
condaJb^  which  might  lead  to  an  attack  on  Madras. 
Presideat         '     To  ayert  these  evils.    President  Gyflbrd  addressed  the 

Oyfford  re- 

preseDts  to    Mogul,  explaining,  that  what  had  happened  at  Bengal  was  for 

the  M<^1 

the  object  of  the  recovery  of  their  ancient  privileges,  only,  and  praying  for 

the  Englith 

armament  k  his  protection,  and  die  confirmation  of  the  privili^es  wfalKh 

JBeogaL 

had  been  granted  at  Madras  :*— at  the  same  time,  he  earnestly 
requested  a  reinforcement  from  Boidbay,  of  men,  money, 
and  ammunition,  as  they  had  only  fifteen  English  Boldien  ia 
garrison,  and -could  ^ace  no  reliance  on  the  Portuguese  soldiers^ 
ortopasses. 

In  a  similar  manner  as  in  Bei^^,  the  Dutch  took  advan-^. 
tage  of  the  pmlious  situation  in  which  Fort  St.  George  was 
placed  i^Hseized  tm  the  town  of  Masulqpatam  irom  the  King 
of  Golcondah,  ([against  which  the  President  protested,)  but 
agreed  to  redeliver  it,  on  condition  of  hia  paying  a  debt  of;, 
1,20,-000  pagodas;  a  demand  to  which  his  distresses,  from 
iiieconquestsof  the  Moguls  ^obliged  lum  to  accede*    ^ 

Ob 
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On  the  G^mpany^s  connexions  in  the  Southern  ports  of  chapji. 
iNlHAy  the  Presidency  erf"  Fort  St   Gewge  reported, — that  1686 -SJT.. 

A  tettlement' 

ihey  had  made  a  settlement  at  Bencoolen,  in  the  Island  of  formed  at 

BencooieDj  iii* 

Sumatra^  and  obtained  a  Phirmaund  for  the  sole  government  Sumatra. 
of  it ; — that  the  war  with  the  Kii^  of  Siam  had,  agreeably 
to  the  Conrt'is  orders,  been  declared,  and  one  of  his  great 
ships,  with  seventy  Europeans  and  an  English  captain  on 
board,  had  been  seized,  and  the  ship  condemned  at  Hughly ;, 
and  that  they  had  made  another  experiment  to  settle  aFactorjr 
at  Am OY,,  in  China. 

It  does  not  appear,  that  any  regular  account  of  the 
investment  was  transmitted  from  Fort  St.  George,  during,  this 
season/^>^ 


(})— Letter  fi'om  the  Preiidencjr  of  Fdrt  St^  Geotgt,  and  from  die  Agent  and  Coud'^ 
cil  at  Hughly,  to  the  Court,  and  from  Hughly  and  Patna  to  the  Presidency  of  Fort  8U 
George,  26th  June,  19^  August,  l6th,  22d,  and  24th  November,  20th  and  dlit» 
Seoember  1686,  17th  February  and  8th  March^  1686«87^— —  President  OyfEbrd'jr. 
I^ettartoAjusongsebe,  l^th  Febmary  108&«;r* 
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1687-88. 


CHAP.  II.-  The  opposite  opinions  which  had  suhsisted^  for  a  series 

1687-88.  of  yearsy    whether   the   East-India    Cmnpany  ought  to   he 
mine  to  con*  Considered,  as  merchants  only,  or  as  merchants,   who  had 

stitute  Bom-  .,i  i_  ji 

bayaRegen-  legally  acquired,  by  purchase  and  by  grants  from  the  Natiye 

cyj  in  imita* 

tion  of  the  Powcrs,  property,   consisting    of  fortified  stations,  in  which 
Dutch  at  iBa-  >  r    r      jy  -o       ^        ^  ^ 

ta?ia.  their  European  exports  or  Indian  imports  had  been  placed 

in  safety,  and  in  readiness  for  their  ships  on  ihdr  arnh- 
vai,  appear,  in  this  season,  to  have  terminated  in  a  de- 
cided judgment : — ^this  event,  as  may  be  coUected  from  the 
instructions  of  the  Court  to  the  Presidency  of  Surat,  had 
arisen  out  of  an  examination  of  the  progress  of  the  Portuguese 
«»d  of  the  Dutch,  during  a  rivalship  of  above  eighty  yean. 
It  was  now  decided,  'that  though  the  Liondon  East-India  Com* 
pany  had^  by  presents  and  by  bribes,  purchased  Phirmaunds 
and  grants,  favourable  to  trade,  and  though  they  had 
been  often  duped,  on  the  basis  of  these  Phirmaunds,  or 
grants,  into  hazardous  speculations,  by  encreasing  their  ship- 
ping and  their  stock,  yet  experience  had ,  proved,  that  such 
grants  were  temporaiy  only,  and  not  perpetual,  like  char- 
tered rights  in  England,  or  exclusive  privil^es  founded  on 
thenu 

It 
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'  It  had  frequently  happened,  before  the  equipments  and  ^^^'^J' 
stock  reached  India,  and  before  either  sales  or  purchases  1687-88. 
could  be  efi^ted,  that  these  Phinnaunds  and  grants  were 
evaded,  counteracted,  or  withdrawn  by  the  Native  Gover- 
nors, who,  holding  a  temporary  power  only,  sought  to  realize, 
by  extortion,  sums  t/*  «tt«we  them  to  give  bribes  to  the 
Empci-or,  or  his  ministers,  for  their  continuance  in  office, 
or,  in  the  event  of  being  displaced,  to  be  in  a  situation  to 
renew  their  applications  for  another  command.  It  was 
this  character  of  the  Governments  in  the  East,  which  had 
enabled  the  Dutch,  from  their  better  knowledge  of  the  Native 
Princes,  to  take  advantage  of  the  decline  of  the  Portuguese 
power,  and  to  get  possession  of  fortified  settlements,  as  the 
only  means  by  which  they  could  render  trade  safe  and  pro- 
ductive. 

In  imitation  of  this  practice,   the  Court  had  ordered, 
that  Bombay  should  be  declared  a  Regency,  like  those  of  the 
Dutch  at    Batavia    and   Columbo,  and  become  the  seat  of    , 
the  Company's  government,  or,   that  they  might  assume   the    \    /\v \. 
rank  of  an  Indian  power,  and,  as  such,  negotiate   and   act 
for  the  interests  of  England. 

To  give  dignity  to  their  Governor  General,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  Natives,  he  was  to  be  constantly  attended  by  a  life- 
guard, of  fifty  grenadiers^  commanded  by  a  captain. 

Sir  John  Child,  who  was  then  General,  or  Governor,  sir  John 
was,   on  this  principle,    to  have  unlimited  power  over    all  pointed  60- 
voL.  II.  4  F  their 
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^(^^^'  their  Settlements,  and  Sir  John  Wyborne  and  Mr*  Zinzan 
1687 '88.  were  dismissed  the  service,  for  disputing  his  aathority  :-^the 
nerai,  with    armament  in  India  .was  to  make  every  effort  to  get  possessioii 

control  over  ,.         ...^  .or 

all  the  Settle-  of  the  Island  of   Salsette,  conceiving  that,  with  this  island 

xnents  and  • 

Factories.  and  Bombay,  they  would  have  a  seat  of  gpvemnKpt,  .which 
would  not  only  give  the  Company  safety  tp  their  trade,,  but 
influence  with  the  Indian  Powers ;  but  BoniDitj^  whigh  the 
Court  held  to  be  the  key  of  India,  was  to  be  fortified  (to 
use  their  expression)  ^^  as  strong  as  art  and  money  could 
^^  make  it."  If  Salsette  should  be  acquired,  .the  garrisoa 
was  to  be  encreased  to  ten  companies  of  infantry,  exclusive 
of  militia; — one  hundred  and  twenty  soldiers  were  em- 
barked on  the  ships  of  the  season,  and  all  the  subjects, 
of  England,  who  might  be  in  the  service  of  the  Country 
Powers,  were  to  be  invited  to  enter  into  that  of  the  Com- 
pany. 

The  opposition  of  the  Dutch  to  these  measures  was  fore- 
seen, and  had  been  provided  against,  by  the  force  sent  from. 
England ;  for  though  it  was  admitted,  that  they  held  one . 
hundred  and  seventy  fortified  stations  in  India,  yet  one  hundred 
and  forty  of  them  had  not  strength  to  resist  the  attack  of  a 
man  of  war,  for  twelve  hours : — ^their  continuing  to  engross  the 
pepper  trade  was,  however,  considered  of  consequence,  not 
in  a  commercial  view  only,  but  as  a  resource  which  might 
have  the  worst  political  tendency,  because. the  gain  from  pep- 
per would  enable  them  to. equip  a  fleet,  which,  would  not  only 

be 
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be  formidable  in  India,  but  might  contest  the  sovereignty  of  chap,  n 
the  seas  in  Europe  : — that  this  consequence  might  be  averted,  1687-88, 
the.  Court  directed  the  Presidency  to  use  every  effort  to  obtain 
a  fortified  settlement  in  the  Queen  of  Attinga's  country,  on 
the  Malabar  Coast,  and  always  to  have  a  thousand  tons  of 
pepper  in  store,  at  Bombay. 

In  appreciating  the  extent  of  the  instructions  of  the  Court  Court' sordcw 

'   .'      ^     ^       >  '       ; .'   to  coin  mo- 

to  the  Governor  General,  Sir  John  Child,  it  is  to  be  recollected,  ney  at  Bom- 

^  ^  •  bay,  and  for 

that;  almost,  in  every  season,  it  had  been  a  recommendation  ail  country 

'  ^  ^  ^  •   ships  to  take 

to  obtain  Phirmaunds  from  the  Native  Princes,  ^npowering  ?«»«« ^ro«» 

-  *  ^   the  Governor 

the  Company's  Agents  to  coin  money,  and  it  appeared  in  the  General 
Annals  of  the  preceding  season,  that,  worn  out  with  the  ex- 
pences  of  purchasing  this  permission,  the  Court  had  obtained 
authority  from  the  King,  to  coin  Indian  money,  such  .money  to 
resemble  the  impressions  on  the  coins  of  the  Native  Powers ; 
—the  Presidency  of  Surat,  therefore,  were  directed  to  use 
such  stamps,  dies,  and  tools,  as  were  common  in  the  country, 
and  to  issue  a  coinage,  whith  mi^t  facilitate  equaUy  the 
administration  of  the  Company^s  afiairs  in  Bombay,  and 
their  commercial  transactions  at  the  ports,  where  corresponding 
coins  were  current : — ^the  Court,  at  the  same  time,  ordered,  that 
all  English  ships,  trading  in  India;  the  property  of  individuals, 
should  take  out  the  Company's  passes  from  Bombay,  and  pay 
a  duty  of  one  rupee  per  ton,  with  the  exception  of  vessels 
laden  with  timber,  or  provisions,  for  this  Island. 

On  intimating  these  orders^  the  Court  desired  tbe^dpinion 
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CHAP.  II.   of  the  President,  or  General,  whether  it  would  be  expedient 
1687-88.  that  a  Charter  of  Incorporation  should  be  obtained  from  the 
King,  for  the  town  of  Bombay,  similar  to  th^t  lately  pro- 
cured for  the  town  of  Madras,   or  Fort  St.  George,  to  be 
explained  under  its  proper  head. 
Commercial  The  commercial  instructions  were,  in  this  season,  nearly 

Surat  and       a  repetition  of  those  which  have  been  so  frequently  mentioned, 
with  the  following  variation,  only : — apprehending^  from  the 
continuance  of  the  war  in  Bengal,  that  silk  could  not  be  ex- 
pected from  that  quarter,  purchases  of  that  commodity  were  to 
be  attempted  at  Ahmedabad ;  and  as  the  Surat  Banians  ^not* 
withstanding  the  war)  were  allowed  to  trade  to  Bengal,  it  wa& 
recommended,  that,  through  them,  a  proportion  of  this  valuable 
part  of  the  investment  might  be  procured;  ,  As  teas,  also,  had 
been  made  an  article  of  the  Company's  trade^  the  Court  desired^ 
that  very  good  Thea  might  be  putt  up  in  tutineague  potts,  and 
well  and  closely  packed  in  chests  or  boxes,  as  it  wiU  alwayes 
turn  to  accompt  here,  now  it  is  made  the  Compa'.  commo- 
^*  dity ;  whereas,  before,  there  were  so  many  sellers  of  that 
"  comodity,    that  it  would  hardly  yield  half  its  cost,    and 
"  some  trash  Thea,  from  Bantam,  was  forest  to  be  thrown 
"  away,  or  sold  for  4^.  or  6^.  per  pound/''('> 
SvrThat  '^^  ^^^^  P^^>  ^^  assuming  the  rank  of  aj»  independent 

power 

(1) — Letters  from  the  Court  to  the  President  of  Surat,  and  Governor  and  Council  of 
Bombay,  13th  May,  6th  aiid  8th  June,  8d  and  8tb  August  (Secret),  28th  September  l687> 
and  7th  January  1687-88. 
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power  in  India,  which  the  Court  had  adopted  at  Bombay^  was    chap.Ji. 
ordered  for  Fort  St.  Geobge.    In  the  series  of  instructions  1687-88w 

Madras 

of  this  season,  they  stated,  that  an  improper  fear  of  the  Mogul  should  as- 
had  led  to  proceedings    in  .the  President    and    Council,  in-  rank  of  an 

Independent 

consistent  with  the  resolution  of  assuming  this  rank; — ^that  Power. 
the  war  against  the  Mogul  should  continue,  till  Chitta- 
gong,  or  some  strong  station  in  Bengal,  should  be  acquired  ; 
— ^that  though  the  twelve  hundred  pagodas  of  quit-rent,  for 
the  territory  round  Madras,  hitherto  paid  to  the  King  of  Gol- 
condah,  might  be  continued,  the  future  payment  must  depend  on 
his  keeping  St.  Thom6  in  such  situation,  as  not  to  become  an 
annoyance  to  the  Fort ;  and  if  he  would  not  let  it  on  lease,  or 
farm,  to  the  Company,  (considering  his  power  as  much  de« 
creased,  by  the  recent  victories  of  the  Mogul,  and  his  having 
been  driven  from  Masulipatam  by  the  Dutch,)  the  President, 
as  representing  an  independent  power,  was  not  only  to  refuse 
payment  of  the  quit-rent,  but  to  declare  the  place  the 
property  of  the  Company ;  the  Court  assigning,  in  one  of 
the  letters,  the  remarkable  reason^,  that  it  was  impracticable 
to  carry  on  trade,  or  maintain  a  seat  of  government,  with- 
out revenue ;  and  that  this  revenue  must  be  levied  on  the 
inhabitants  of  the  towns,  or  districts,  under  the  Company's 
protection. 

The  Court  disapproved  of  the  conduct  of  the  Presidency  Je^^fJ^'f* 
of  Fort  St.  George,  for  not  having  followed  up  the  order,  with  ^ed^and**a 
respect  to  Priaman,  and  having,  in  preference,  made  a  Settle-  Jimedat 

ment  ^enaMery. 
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CHAP.  II.  .  ment  at  Bencoolen  ;  but,  towards  the  close  of  this  season, 

1687  -  8ft.  they  altered  this  opinion,  and  recommended  that  York  Fort, 

.    which  had  been  built  near  Bencoolen,  should  be  strengthened, 

both  by  fortifications,  and  by  a  garrison,  that  it  might  become 

the  principal  port  from  which  pepper  might  be  expected.     As 

-this  fort  could  not  withstand  an  attack  of  the  Dutch,  three  days, 

the  strengthening  the  fortifications  had  become  indispensable ; 

•and  should  the  Dutch  capture  it,  they  were  to  employ  all  their 

jneans  to  regain  this  station,  to  make  reprisals  on  their  shipping, 

and  to  attack  all  their  small  forts  in  India.     In  the  event  of 

the  report  of  the  King  of  Siam's  death  being  true,  the  war 

was  to  continue,  till  possession  should  be  obtained  of  Tenas- 

SERY,  which^  also,  was  to  be  fortified,  that,  from  this  port,  and 

Bencoolen,    a .  share  might  be  regained  in  the  pepper  and 

Southern  trades. 

The  relations,  between  Fort  St.  George,  as  a  seat  of 
government,  and  the  Indian  Powers  in  the  Islands,  or  more 
distant  stations,  to  which  the  Court  wished  its  influence  and 
trade  to  be  extended,  were  intimately  connected  with  the 
internal  administration  to  be  established  at  the  Fort,  as  a 
Regency ;  for  it  was  laid  down  as  a  fixed  prmciple,  that  by 
force  (imitating  the  practice  of  the  Dutch)  they  could,  alone, 
xender  the  trade  and  power  of  the  English  permanent. 
The  Union  Considering  Madras  as  a  Regency,  under  the  protection 

^g  to  be 

a«edatthe     of  the  King,    who^e  authority   had  been  delegated  to  the 
.Company,  the  Court  orilered  the  King's  Union  flag  to  be  al- 
ways 
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ways  used  at  the  Fort ; — ^the  fortifications   to    be  extended  chap.  ii. 
and  strengthened^    and  the  charges  defrayed  by  a   revenue   1687-88. 
levied  on  the  inhabitants^  and  a  duty  of  five  per  cent.^  on  cus-» . 
toms,  to  be  farmed,  from  year  to  year  ^  a  tax  intended  to  be^ 
made  general  over  all  the  English  Settiem^ts  in  India ; — ^three 
liundred  soldiers,  drafted  from  the  King's  troops  in  Ireland, 
vrere  to  proceed  on  the  ships  of  the  season ;   and  provisions 
(rice>  &c.^  were  always  to  be  in   store,  that  the  inhabitants, 
might  have  sufficient  for  a  six  months'  siege. 

That  the  internal  administration  of  Madras  might  corres-  Charter  ob- 

.    '  tainedj  for 

pona  YtMk  1^  HQYT  character  of  a  Regency,  application  was  erectingMad- 

J  V     IT"*  J.  J.  rasintoaCor^ 

made  to  the  Jving,  to  erect  it,  hy  OL<«:rior^  mtn  a  Corporation ;  poration. 
and  the  question  had  been  agitated  in  the  Privy  Council, 
whether  such  Charter  should  proceed  from  the  King,  un- 
der the  Great  Seal  of  En^and,  or  from  the  Company, 
under  its  Broad  Seal,  from  beipg  vested  with  a  right  to 
exercise  a  delegated  sovereignty  in  India.  The  arguments 
on  this  case  are  detailed  with  such  accuracy,  in  the  Court's 
letter  to  President  Yale,  of  the  12th  December  1687,  that 
the  subject  will  be  most  correctly  described,  in  their  own. 
words. 

"  The   Govemour  and  Deputy  were  commanded,  last 
night,  being  Sunday,  to  attend  His  Majestie,  at  the  CaW-^ 
net  Council,  when  our  intended  Charter,  for  incorporat- 
ing Fort  $t.  George  into  a  body  politique,   consisting  of 
**  mayor,  alderman,  and  burgesses,  was  largely  debated  before 

''  His 
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cttAP.  n.  «  His  Majesiie : — One  of  the  Council  (being  a  lawyer), 
1687- 88,  ^^  seemed  to  be  of  opinion,  that  it  was  best  the  Charter  should 
pass  immediately  by  the  King,  under  the  Great  Seal  of 
England : — His  Maj*^*'  asked  the  Govemour  his  opinion,  who 
^'  replied,  that  what  His  Maj^^^  thought  best,  the  Comp»  would 
*^  alwais  think  so ;  but  if  His  Maj***^  expected  the  Governour's 
*^  private  opinion,  he  had  ever  been  of  opinion,  that  no  person, 
in  India,  should  be  employed  by  immediate  commission  from 
His  Maj***,  because,  if  they  were,  they  would  be  prejudi- 
ciall  to  our  service,  by  their  arrogancy,  and  prejudiciall  to 
"  themselves,  because  the  wind  of  extraordin^^  honour  in 
^^  their  TiMils,  would  probably  make  them  so  haughty  and 
"  overbearing,  that  we  should  be  forced  to  remove  them ;  and 
*^  we  instanced,  particularly.  Sir  John  Wybome  and  Dr.  St. 
"  John  : — ^in  conclusion.  His  Maj*^*  did  so  apprehend  it,  as 
"  to  think  it  best,  that  the  Charter  should  gri  under  our  own 
^^  seale,  because  t^e  corporation  must  be  always,  in  some 
"  measure,  subject  to  the  control  of  our  President  and  Coun* 
^^  cil ;  and  so,  at  length,  it  was  agreed,  and  the  Charter  is 
'*  now  engrossing.  '^  0) 

The 

())— Letter  from  the  Court  to^r.  Yale,  IVesiiJent  of  Fort  St.  George,  1 2th  December 

1687* (Note.)  The  population  of  the  city  of  Madras,  town  of  Fort  St.  George,  and 

the  villages  within  the  Company's  bounds,  was,  at  this  period^  repofled  to  amount  to 
three  hundred  thousand  ;  and  the  Court,  by  this  letter,  required  an«xact  enumeration  of 
them  to  be  made,  for  His  Majest/s  information,  distinguishing  the  English,  Portuguese, 
Moors,  andGentoos,  both  male  and  female,  and  their  several  professions,  or  occapations. 
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The  Corporation  of  Madras^  under  this  Charter,  were  to    ^^^;3' 
consist  of  a  Mayor  and  ten  Aldermen  (three  to  be  Company's  1687  -88. 

Constitution 

servants,  and   seven  Natives)  who  were  to  be  Justices  of  of  the  Corpo- 
ration of 
the  Peace,  and  to  wear  thin  silk  scarlet  gowns,  and  of  one  Madras. 

hundred  and  twenty  Burgesses,  to  wear  black  silk  gowns ; — 

a  Town  Clerk  and  a  Aeoorder  were  to  be  appointed,  and 

all  the  subordinate  officers  were  to  be  dected  by  the  Mayor 

and  Aldermep,  subject  to  the  approbation. -of  the  President : — 

a  sword  and  jmace  were  to  be  carried  beforb  the  Mayor,  and  a 

silver  oar  before  the  Judge  Advocates; — a  record  was  to  be 

kept  of  their  proceedings,   and  regularly  transmitted  to  the 

Court. 

:  I^tiw^ions,  relative  to  the  Mint  at  Madras,  were  given, 

siotilar  to  those  for  Bombay ;  .or,  that  this  Presidency  should 

make  iMe  of  die  country  stamps  and  dies,  under  the  King's 

autboirity,  and  coin  small  copper  money,  proportions  of  which 

wevQIto  be  circulated  at  Bencoolen« 

The  coQiittercial  instructions  of  the  season,  though  few,  Commercial 

instructioDt 

are  important,  from  being  founded,  partly  on  the  political  cir-  J?'^  ^ort  st. 
cumstanoes  of  India,  and  partly  oo  the  improved  practice  of 
tca4e  'm  England.  From  the  existing  war,  between  the  King 
of  GokqQdah  and  the  Dutch,  the  Court  expected,  that  Coast 
goods  could  ]be  purchased  at  more  reasonable  rates,  in  this, 
than  in  former  years;  and  as  the  war,  in  Bengal,  had  obstructed 
the  purchase  of  silks  in  that  country,  it  was  recommended, 
that  the  weavers,  in  the  employment  of  the  Presidency,  might 
VOL.  II.  4  G  be 
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CHAP.  11.   be  induced,    by  encouragements^   to  maniifactUTe  goods  in 

1687-88.  imitation  of  those  sent  from  Bengal :— blue  long-cloths  were 

to  be   purchased^   of  the  best  quality,  as   the  demand  for 

them  was   considerable  in  England: — ^In  imitation   of  the 

home  practice  of  insurance  against  sea  risks,  an  Insurance 

Office  was  to  be  established  at  Madras,  under  the  sanction 

of  the  Company,  to  underwrite  policies,  on  the  Cwnpany** 

account,  for  Europe,  to  the  amount  of  ^5,000,  on  each  of 

their  three  decked  ships,  at  the  premium  of  fiye  per  cent,  on 

ordimiry  risks  :-'-these  insurances  were  to  be  certified  by  the 

President  and  Councfl/^> 

Court  damf-         Though  the  substance  of  the  Court's  instructions   to 

troaemadsbjr  Bengal  can  only  be  collected  from  the  orders  conreyed  to 

Mr.  Char- 

node  with     the  Presidencies  of  Bombay  and  Fort  St  Geonre,  they  dis- 

IheNabobof  ^  ^  o  '  / 

BenMl,  ind  cover   the   resolution    to   persevere  in  the  war  against  the 
foitemeot     Mogul,   in  Bengal,   till  a  fortified  station,    with  a  district 

nndeiCaptaiii 

Heath.  round  it,  could  be  obtained.  On  receiving  the  first  advices 
of  the  events  which  occurred^  on  the  arrival  of  a  part 
of  the  armament,  the  efifect,  which  naturally  might  have 
been  expected,  was  produced : — after  reviewing  the  losses 
which  had  been  experienced,  and  the  probable  disappoint* 
Vfnent  of  obtaining  a  seat  of  trade,  the  Court  attributed  the 
Mame  to  the  timid  conduct  of  the  Members  of  the  Agency  ib 

Bengal; 

(1)— Letters  from  the  Court  to  the  Ptetideiit  and  Cocuicil  at  Fort  St.  George,  (Mi 
Jane,  3d  August,  28th  September,  I2tb  October  and  12th  December  1687-88^  25th 
Jannaiy  and  6th  Fehmaiy  1687-8$. 
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Baigal ;  to  their  selfish  conduct  in  applying  the  stock  to  their  ^hap.  ir. 
own  projects  of  acquiring  wealth,  instead  of  giving  obedience  1687^-88. 
to  orders ;    and  to  their  having  no  sense  of   the  honor,    or 
the  interests,  of  the  King  and  Company,   who  had  confided 
in    them : — ^reprobating,     thus,     construction  ^ven   by  the 
Agency  in  Bengal  of  the  Court's  orders  for  negotiating  peace, 
they  declared  the  whdb  to  be  an  excuse,  and  not  any  good 
reason  for  their  proceedings;    and  should,    by  their  sinister 
schemes,  the  objects  of  the  war  not  be  accomplished,  they 
intimated  a  determination  to  send  an  adcMtional  force,  to  en* 
sore  the  acquisition  of  them,  and  desired,  that  the  Members 
of  the  Agency  might  hold  themselves  in  readiness  to  embark, 
wkh  the  Compan/s  property,  for  Fort  St.  George.    For  this 
purpose,  a  large  ship,  the  Defence,  fully  armed,,  commanded 
hj  Captain  Heath,  and  a  small  frigate,  were  dispatched  with 
a  reinforcement  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  soldiers  to  assist  in 
the  war,  should  it  have  been  continued^  or  to  bring  off  their 
servants  and  property,  should  they  have  made  any  temporary 
trace,    or  treaty,    with  the  Mogul;    the  Court  farther  de-^ 
termined,  that,  unless  a  fortification^    and  district  round  it^ 
diould  be  ceded,  to  be  held  as  an  ind^endent  sovereignty,, 
the  charges  of  the  armament  be  defrayed,  and^  permission  to 
com  money  in  Bengal^  ta  pass  current  in-  the  Mogul's  and 
Nabob's  dominions,  be  granted,  they  would  not  consent  to  a« 
peace,  or  send  any  more  stock,   or  goods^  to  the  Gaines. 

4G2  £a. 
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CHAP.  II.  Though  the  Court  approyed  of  Agent  Chamock's  ge- 

1687*88.  oeral  conduct^  they  condemned  the  irres<^iition  with  whtdt 
he  had  acted,  in  this  instance,  and  considered,  that,  however 
expedient  the  armistice  granted  to  the  Phousdar,  afiter  the  affidr 
i)i  Hughly,  might  be,  it  was  unwise  to  iiave  prrented  the  s<^- 
diers  from  plundering  the  inhabitants,   which  woiitdt  have  coa- 
vjQced  the  Natives  of  their  power  ;-^hat  the  dday  wfaichtUbs 
armistice  had  occasioned,    had  given  an  opportunil^  ^  the 
^nemy  to  collect  his  force,  and  to  h^  iA  ciroutnatanbesi  to  retifit 
that  of  the  Company,   whidt,   other wise>   would.  lt»re  beeli 
adequate  to  the  attainment,  and  defence  of  Chittagong;~-thiit, 
be&id^^  the  vends  of  the:  Kii^  of  Arabaa,  in  eo-6pevMiMi 
with  the  Company's  armed-ships,  would  have  diatressed  the 
Mogul's  ships  and  satt*^boat9>  uAd  compelled  hink  tq  cede:  a 
settlement,  which  might  b0<^p«ie  as  independent,  aa  those  of 
FortSt.  George  or  Bombay  i — a  sudden  attack,  there^fe,  was 
to  be  made  on  Dacca,  the  emiquest  of  which  would  bje  an  ad** 
ditional  motive  with  the  Mogul,  to  acknowledge  Hm  r^ts  of 
the  Company  to  Chittagong,  and  to  allow  the  trade  to  J>aQca 
and  Malda  to.  be  p^  of  their  privileges,  wid  rtfnd^  Malda 
such  a  seat  of  power,  as,  in  a  few .  years,  would  draw  to  it  the 
staples,  manufactures,  and  mercha,ndize  of  the  neighbcmrioig 
provinces ;— on  the  whole,   that  the  Indian  Ppiivers,  however 
insolent  and  oppressive  they  might  be  to  the  Company's  ser- 
vants and  trade,    when  appareaatly  without  the  means    of 
resisting    that    insolence   and   oppression,    yet  if  ^  efiectually 

opposed. 
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opjposed,   they  would  become  obsequious,  when  they  saw  a  CHAP.n. 

force  ready  to  retaliatie  injuries,  or  redress  wrongs.  1687-88. 

The  Court,    aware,   under  the  circumstances  in  which  Private  mer- 

,..  %         3  i'i«Tkii  .        chants  in 

tfaieu*  servtants  and  trade  w^e  placed,  m  Bengal,  that  an  m-  Bengal  ai. 

•      11  •■      1  •       1      1  ^         ,        lowed  townd 

v^ment  was  impmcticaUe,    had  retamed  the  stodo,    but  goods  to  En- 
gland in  the 
hoMd  that  the  ships,  would  not 'return  empty: — ^to  obtain,  Compan/s 

•hips. 

however,  some';  supply  of  Ben^  goods  for  the  European 
market;  pprmisBiott  was  to  be  given  to  private  merchants, 
during  the  war  'widi  the  Mogul,  and  six  months  after  a  peace, 
to  import  into :  England,  Betigal  produce,  on  the  Coinpany's 
ships,  on  paying  single  freight,  and  eighteen  per  ceat.  ad- 
ditional, £pfe  permission^  demotage,  and  sale  charges,  which 
goods  were  to  be  insured  at  the  Company^^  new  office  at  Fort 
St;  George;  ah  indulgence,  which  was  extended  to  the  French 
ttid  Du*^  merchants,  in  'BevgaL  ' 

In  the  emhi  of  Chittagong,  or  any  other  fortified  station, 
being  acquired,  the  Agency 'were  .ordered  to  use  every  expe- 
dient to  encourage  the.silkandipptton  manufacture,  and  alwayi; 
to  have  six  mondw'  provisions  laid  up  in  store,  in  Cfise  of  a 

1.0)        *!.... 


The  firdt  instructions  of  the  Court,   to  the  Agent  and  The  for- 

.  tre«i  at  Ben- 

Council  at  Bencoolek,  appear  in  the  records  of  this  season  ;  cooieo  to  be 

strengthened, 

and  it  is  neicessary  only  to  recur  to  the  orders  of  the  preceding  and  a  duty 

levied  on  the  . 

yelar,  for  fixing  a  Factory  at  Priaman,  after  all  hopes  of  reco-  pepper  be- 

longing  to 
verinff  Private  Mer- 
^  chanti. 

(l)-^Le(tcbfromtlieQMrttotlie  Agint  and  Goancil  at  Bengal,  2Stl& September 

and  12th  December  1(S^* 
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CHAP.  II.  vering  the  trade  at  Bantam  had  failed^  and  to  the  meagnres  of 
1687.8a  the  Presidency  6f  Fort  St.  George,  who  had  established  a 
Factory  at  this  station,  to  ap[H^eciate  the  resolutions  of  the 
Court  on  this  subject  The  Agent,  who  had  erected  the  fw- 
tifications,  for  the  defence  of  Bencoolen,  was  ordered,  by 
every  practicable  means,  to  strengthen  them,  and  an  officer, 
who  had  a  knowledge  of  engineering,  was  appointed,  to  as- 
sist ; — storehouses  were  to  be  built,  for  a  huge  quantity  of 
pepper  to  be  ready  for  the  Company's  ships,  that  the  im- 
ports of  this  valjaable  article  might  counter-balance  those  of 
the  Dutch. 

As  the  Company  had  adopted  the  plan  d  finding  revenuea 
nt  their  Settlements,  to  defray  the  charges,  they  granted  per-- 
mission  to  individuals  to  load  pej^ier  at  Bencoolen  and  Indra- 
pore,  on  condition  of  paying  one  halfpenny  of  customs^  per 
pound  of  pepper,  for  what  was  loaded  for  China  or  India,, 
and  one  penny  per  pound,  for  what  was  sent  to  England, 
on  the  Company's  ships : — ^paH^ular  care  was  to  be  taken^  to 
place  the  stations  of  Bencoolen  and  Indrapore  in  a  state  of 
defence  against  any  sudden  attack  from  the  Dutch,  and 
always  to  have  six  months'  provisions,  of  rice»  &c.,  in  store> 
in  case  of  a  siege.  (^> 

As  the  Factory  and  trade  at  Tokquin  had  bew  continued 
(Bantam  being  lost)  pepper  was  to  be  sent  from  Bencoolen,.  to 

enable 

^l)«*LeUen  irom  the  Court  to  the  Agent  and  Cooadl  at  Bonoooko^  ffik  September^ 
and  30th.  December  l087^  Oth  Febroar/  ]6S7»88,  and  4tb  April  VOes^ 
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enable  this  Factory  to  revire  trade;    the  returns  to  consist    ^AP.n. 
chiefly  of  lacquered-ware  and  pelong  silk.  <*>  168/  -  88. 

The  sedition  of  a  few  planters  at  St.  Helena,  haTin^  New  reguk- 

*^  ®  tionf  for  St. 

happily  been  suppressed,  and  some  of  the  ringleaders  tried  Hdena  after 
and  executed,  a  similar  plan,  with  that  which  had  been 
adopted  in  India,  was  required  for  this  Island: — ^to  give 
respect  to  the  Governor  and  Council,  the '  King's  flag  was 
to  be  hoisted,  that  the  Island,  though  under  the  management 
of  the  Company,  might  appear  a  Royal  Settlement ; — ^freeholds 
were,  in  future,  not  to  be  granted,  but  the  property  to  remtun 
in  the  Company  only ;— the  estates  of  the  late  delinquents  were 
to  be  forfeited,  but  their  personal  property  given  to  their  fami- 
lies, and  such  of  the.  planters  as  would  engage  to  go  to  Ben- 
coolen,  with  their  families,  were  to  be  allowed  twenty  acres  of 
land  at  that  new  Settlnnent  ;--4i  certain  number  of  negroes, 
and  some  live  stock,  cows,  hogs,  &c.,  were  to  be  embarked, 
fumuaUy,  from  St.  Helena,  for  that  station,  on  the  ships  of 
the  season.  <^> 


The  critical  circumstances  under  which,  at  the  conclusion  Precautions 
of  the  preceding  year.  Sir  John  Child  and  the  Council  of  Sueat  Child  to  p°e. 

senre  the 
were  Companj's 

(1)— Letter  from  the  Court  to  the  Agent  and  Factors  at  Tonquin^  9tb  November 
1687. 

(a)— Letters  frooi  the  Coart  to  the  Governor  and  Council  of  St  Helena^  3d  and  ais 

Aqpiat,  Ah  and  9th  September  1687. 
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CHAP  II.  w^re  placed,  prepares  us  to  resume  the  detail  of  events  at 
1687  -  88.  Bombay,  and  to  describe  the  prudaat  and  provident  expedienls 
siuarwhen  which  wcrc  adopted  for  maintaining  the  English  character,  as 
ih<^w  Tr^ve  an  armed  but  commercial  people,  who  were  endeavouring  to 
Bengal.  repair  former  errors  in  Bc;Dgal,  •  and  to  re-establish  the  English 
privileges  and  trade  on  the  West  Coast  of  India. 

Sir  John  Child,  and  the  Coutacil,  continued  at  Sukat,  while 

not  only  the  Company's  warehouses,  but  the  Uveik  of  their 

servants,  were  exposed  to  hazard,  by  the  orders  which  the 

Mogul  might  issue,  irritated  (as  he  was  presumed  to  be,)  by 

the  rash  and  indecisive  conduct  of  the  Company'a  servants  in 

Bengal:   the  President,  therefore,  had  a  most  difficult  public 

duty  to  discharge;   on  the  one  hand,  to  carry  the  Court's 

orders  into  execution,   of  commencing  hostilities  against  the 

Mogul,  and  capturing  the  Siam  vessels;  and,  on  the  other,  to 

keep,  if  possible,  on  such  terms  with  the  Governor  of  Surat, 

as  might    postpone   extremities   against    the  English ;    and 

when  intelligence  oPthe  operations  in  Bengal  should  reach 

Surat,  to  find  a  plausible  pretext  for  offensive  measures. 

It  will  be  recollected,  that  Sir  John  Child  had  determined  to 
act  on  the  principle  of  ascribing  the  war  to  the  injuries  which 
the  Company  had  received  from  the  Interlopers,  favoured  by 
the  Mogul,  and  to  the  insidious  representations  of  the  Dutch^ 
who  had  endeavoured  to  persuade  the  Native  Governors,  that 
the  English  were  acting  without  controul,  and  committing 
depredations,,  for  which  they  could  not  be  made  responsible. 

Affiiirs 
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A^Ssurs  were  in  this  situation^  when  Sir  John  Child  and  chap.  ii. 
Ms  Council  quitted  Surat^  on  the  25th  of  April,  and  arrived  1687-88. 
at  Bombay,  on  the  ^d  May  1687,   leaving  Mr.  Harris  at  Cfaiid  pro- 
Surat,  in  quality  of  Agent,  with  a  Council.     On  his  arrival,  Bombay,  and 

--  -  --  dispatches    a 

he  found  that  though  he  could  act  with  more  decision,  his  fleet  to  the 

1  11  n   ^      ^  Persian     and 

measures  were  embarrassed  by  many  of  the  Company's  servants  Arabian 

Gulfs. 

being  at  Surat,  and  therefore  he  dispatched  the  Charles  the 
Second  and  the  Modena,  two  of  the  Company's  largest  ships, 
commanded  by  Captain  Andrews,  and  Captain  Wildey,  on 
freight  to  Mocha  and  Bussorah,  with  secret  orders  to  seue 
all  Mogul  or  Siam  vessels  at  those  ports,  and  also,  two 
ships  to  China,  to  trade,  under  like  instructions. 

It  was  intended,  before  any  intelligence  could  reach 
Surat,  of  the  captures  which  these  vessels  might  make,  to  en- 
deavour, by  address,  in  the  first  instance,  and  next  by  force,  to 
bring  off  the  remaining  Factors,  and  the  Company's  property  : 
•—for  this  purpose,  the  Caesar,  Captain  Wright,  was  sent  to 
Surat,  with  orders  to  lay  off  the  river's  mouth,  and  to  ehr 
dea[vour,  by  every  possible  scheme,  to  release  the  Agent  and 
Factors }  tut,  should  that  be  impracticable,  and  the  design  of 
the  General,  in  sending  the  expedition  up  the  Gulf  of  Persia, 
Jbe  discovered,  then  to  seize  on  all  ships  belonging  to  the 
Mogul,  or  King  of  Siam,  notwithstanding  they  might  be 
imder  French,  Dutch,  or  Danish  colours,  and  to  detain  the 
principal  persons  on  board,  as  hostages,  for  the  safety  of  the 
Agent  iand  Factors  at  Surat. 
VOL.  II.  4  H  The 
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CHAP.  11.  The  incident^  however,  of  the  Dragon  having  seized  a 

1687*88.  Surat  vessel  going  to  Siam,  gave  an  alarm,  that  the  English 
and  the  Com-  intended  hostilities,  and  rendered  the  escape  of  the  Agent  and 

pany*B  pro- 
perty detain-  Factofs  from  Surat  impracticable,  for  they  were  carefully  wktch- 

edatSurat.  '^  ^  ^      ^ 

ed,  and  detained  by  the  Grovemor,  though  no  violence  liad 
hitherto  been  offered  to  their  property  or  persons.  On  this 
intelligence  reaching  Sir  John  Child,  he  detained,  by  way  of 
reprisal,  all  the  Surat  ships  which  were  then  in  the  port  of 
Bombay: — ^this  decisive  conduct  convinced  the  Governor  of, 
Surat,  that  conciliatory  measures  must  be  resorted  to,  or  open 
war  be  inevitable ;  but,  as  yet,  he  had  not  learned,  that  any 
captures  had  been  made  by  the  English  ships  sent  to  the  two 
Gulfs. 

Negotiations  The  Govemor  of  Surat,  on  this  occasion,  released  Mr. 

JohD  Child    Bonnel,  one  of  the  Factors,  and  sent  him  with  a  complimen* 

and  the  Go- 
vemor of  Su-  tary  letter  to  Sir  John  Child,    in   substance,   expressive  of 

lat 

his  wishes  to  come  to  an  accommodation,  and  to  know 
what  terms  would  satisfy  the  General,  or  induce  him  to 
return,  and  re-assume  the  trade  at  that  port.  Cozee  Ibrahim 
and  Dungee  Vorah,  two  eminent  Surat  merchants,  were 
subsequently  sent  to  Bombay,  to  treat  with  the  General :— -in 
reply,  Sir  John  Child  transmitted  to  the  Govemor  of  Surat, 
by  these  merchants,  a  statement  of  grievances  sustained  by 
the  English  from  the  Governors  of  Surat,  comprised  in 
thirty-five  articles,  prefaced  with  the  observation,  that  repa- 
ration was  only  asked  for  the  injury  done  to  the  character 

of 
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of  the  Englishy  who  had  been  represented  as  having  conunitted   chap.  ii. 
depredations  on  the  Mogul  subjects^    inconsistent  with  the  1687-88. 
probity  of  their  dealings ;    satisfaction  was,    therefore,   re- 
^ired^  for  the  losses  sustained,  by  their  goods  being  stopped  at 
the  custom-house ;  their  investments  obstructed ;  their  payment 
of  interest,  to  the  amount  of  a  lack  of  rupees ;  the  demorage 
of  twdve  ships  detained  in  the  Indies ;  the  refusing  to  deliver 
.up  the  Interlopers  and  their  ships ;  the  stoppage  of  goods,  and 
exaction  of  duties  on  them  ;  the  raising  the  customs,  from  two 
per  cent,  (as  fix^d  by  the  King's  Phirmaund,)  to  three  and 
a  half  per  cent. ;  the  prohibiting  the  import  and  export  of 
provisions  ;  the  refusing  the  Company  permission  to  collect 
their  debts,    to    coin    money,    and    to   clear   their  custom- 
house accounts ;  the  imposing^  annually,  arbitrary  taxes   on 
goods,   in  their  transit  to  Surat,  and  seardbing  their  boats 
coming  from  Swally ;  and  the  sieiziDg  horses  and  goodis,  for 
the  King's  use,  without  paying  for  them ;  conduding  with  a 
requisition,  that  liberty  should  be  given  to  the  English,  to 
have  free  passage  to  and  from  Surat,  without  being  examine^ 
or  detained. 

Leaving  these  propositions  to  have  their  effect  on  the  Treaty  with 

Saml^gee 

Governor  of  Surat,  Sir  John  Child,  without  expecting  imme-  Rajah,  to 

counteract 

diate  compliance,   dispatched  Agents^  to  negotiate  a  treaty  tbeoppres- 

sions  of  the 

with  Sambagee  Rajah,  which  was  effected  on  the  following  Mogul. 
terms  :-~that  the  Rajah  should  pay  the  English  fifty  thousand 

4  H  2  rupees^ 
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^^^'^V    rupees,  and  two  thousand  candy  of  *^  bat fy,*^  on  eondkicn 
1687-88.  that  they  protected  the  "  Omrys^*  by  sea. 
Sir  John  Sir  John  Child  next  wrote  to  the  "  Directorc/'  or  Chief 

for'suppmTo  of  the  French  East-India  Company  at  Surat,  explaining  the 
and  Dutch  souFces  of  the  War  with  the  Mogul,  and  requiring  his  good 
and  sends  in-  officcs,  Conformably  to  the  fourth  article  of  the  Marine  Treaty 
Fort  St.        between  France  and  England ;  and,  through  him,  to  Mynhev 

George  to 

co-operate  in  Van    Vogel,    the  Chief  of  the  Dutch  Factory,    requiring, 

the  war. 

that  he,  also,  should  conform  to  the  Marine  Treaty  between 
England  and  the  States  General. 

This  energy,  and  these  precautions,  were  connected  with 
the  instructions  sent  by  Sir  John  Child  to  the  President  and 
Council  of  Fort  St.  George,  tif  whose  want  of  activity  and 
courage  he  had  complained,  in  the  preceding  season,  hut  whose 
situation,  this  year,  became  more  perilous,  from  the  conquest 
which  Aurangzebe  had  made  of  the  kingdoms  of  Visiapore 
and  Golcondah,  his  menacing  the  subjugation  of  the  Car* 
natic,  and  the  extirpation  of  Sambagee  Rajah,  from  his  domi- 
nions in  that  quarter.  Under  these  circumstances,  Sir  John 
Child  desired  that  the  garrison  should  be  put  in  the  best  st^€ 
of  defence;  that  the  Portuguese  and  topasses^  in  the  service, 
should  do  duty,  during  the  day,  to  preserve  the  English  soldiers, 
96  much  as  possible,  from  the  eflfects  of  the  sun,  and  that  the 
commanding  officer  should  be  sparing  of  ammunition,  and  in 
readiness  to  repel,  by  force,  any  attack  whidi  might  be  made 

on 
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on  the  Forty  and  above  all,  to  maintain  the  character  of  the    chap.ii. 
English  nation,    by  defending  Fort  St.  George  to  the  last  1687-88. 
extremity. 

These  precautions  being  adopted,  Sir  John  Child  next  Negotiations 

continued 

tried  conciliatory  overtures  with  the  Governor  of  Surat,  by  with  the  Go- 
vernor of  So* 
directing  Mr.  Harris,  who  still  was  detsdned  there,  to  use  rat. 

every  means  to  prevent  the  Siddee's  fleet  (which  was  reported 
to  consist  of  two  hundred  galUvats)  from  putting  to  sea,  be- 
cause their  sailing  must  be  considered  as  hostile  to  Bombay ; 
adding,  the  kindness  with  which  the  Mogul's  subjects  had 
always  been  treated  by  the  Snglish^  and  the  unwiUingness  of 
the  Presidency  to  proceed  to  actual  hostilities. 

Affairs  were  in  this  critical  situation,  when  Captain  An^ 
drews,  in  the  Charles  the  Second,  returned  from  Persia  to 
Bombay,  with  an  Interloping  ship,  and  six  Mogul  vessels, 
under  Dutch  colours^  detained  during  his  voyage : — ^this  event 
rendered  it  impossible  to  conceal  actual  hostilities,  and,  there- 
fore. Captain  Andrews  was  dispatched  to  Surat,  to  act  in  con- 
junction with  the  Ciesar,  to  seize  on  all  Mogul  vessels  he  might 
meet  with,  on  his  passage,  or  attempting  to  enter  the  port,  and 
to  watch  the  Siddee's  fleet,  which  it  was  not  the  intention  of 
the  General  to  destroy,  if  he  kept  in  port,  as  this  would  irritate 
the  Mogul,  who  had  recently  been  victorious  in  Visiapore  and 
.Golcondah ;  but  if  this  fleet  attempted  to  put  to  sea,  it  must 
be  presumed  to  be  under  the  orders  of  the  Mogul,  and  with 

hostile 

r 
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CHAP.  II.  hostile  intentions  to  Bombay,  and,  thereftire,  the  Charles  the 
1687-88.  Second  and  the  Csesar  were  to  attack  them,  in  crossh^  the  Bar 
of  Surat.  In  the  event  of  Captain  Andrews  concaving  the 
force  of  the  Siddee  to  be  too  great,  he  was  to  retire  to  Bom- 
bay, where  he  would  be  joined  by  fire  ships,  which  were  equip- 
ping to  oppose  the  lesser  fleet  of  grabs,  fitting  at  Cambaya, 
for  the  invasion  of  the  Island. 
Mucktar  At  this  crisis,  M uchtar  Khan,  a  nobleman  of  the  highest 

ncwGover-   rank,  and  related  to  the  Mogul,  was  appointed  Governor  of 
an  insidious    Sm^at,  and   as,  on  former  occasions,  he  had  manifested  the 

cx>mmanica-  ^     .  ^  ,  .  i       "■       •«      i»  i_       i^ 

tionwithMr.  most  friendly  disposition  towards  the  English,  he  now  ex- 
pressed  the  same  disposition,  by  opening  a  conference  with 
Mr.  Harris,  for  the  accommodation  of  differences  :--at  this 
conference,  after  expressing  his  wishes  to  restore  the  English 
to  their  privileges  and  trade  at  Surat,  he  desired  to  know  the 
conditions  upon  which  Sir  John  Child  would  return,  and 
re-settle  the  trade: — reference  was  made  to  the  thirty-fi?pc 
articles^  which  had  been  transmitted  to  the  late  Goterliar, 
and  a  copy  of  them  delivered  to  him  :^^— the  result  of  the  con- 
ference was,  that,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Agent,  the  dis- 
positions of  the  new  Governor  were  highly  favorable,  and  it 
would  be  expedient,  that,  accompanied  by  the  fleet,  and  with 
every  demonstration  of  power,  Sir  John  Child  should  appear 

off*  Surat,  and  conduct  the  negotiation  with  the  ne^  Gover- 

t 

OCH*,  which,   as  far   as   they  were   able  to  judge  from  his 

behaviour. 
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bdiaviour^  appeared  to  them  to  be  practicable;  matters  were    chap.il 
left  in  this  situation,  at  the  close  of  the  season  1687-88.(i>  1687-88. 

In  this  state  of  the  war  at  Bombay,  and  while  the  Mosul  Trade  in  Per- 

"  ■  Bia    very    li- 

Tessels  were  seized  on  their  return  from  the  Gulfs,  the  trade  ^^^^* 
at  Gombroon,  or  in  P£bsia,  could  be  carried  on,  in  a  limited 
degree  only : — provision  was  made  of  various  kind  of  gums, 
and  English  cloths  (had  they  been  of  proper  colours  and 
qualities}  might  have  been  disposed  of,  to  the  amount  of  a 
thousand  half  pieces  annually ;  but  as  the  Armenians  had 
brought  cloth  from  Turkey,  in  exchange  for  silk,  it  was  in- 
ferred, that  silk  could  be  procured  more  advantageously,  by 
barter  for  cloth,  than  by  moneiy/^ 

There  is  an  inexplicable  deficiency  of  information  in  the  Deficiency  of 

^       ^  informatioo. 

Company  s  records,  both  from  Fobt  St.  Geobge  and  from  this  leasoo, 

from  Fort  St. 

Bengal,  the  theatre  of  the  war,  in  this  season ;    hence  we  George. 
can  only  Collect  from  the  4etters  from  Surat,  the  state  of  affairs 
at  the  Fort,  or  in  Bengal,  at  this  crisis ;  or  the  Mogul's  con- 
quest of  Visiapore  and  Golcondah,   and  his  menacing  the 

Camatic ; 

(l)*LetterB  from  the  General  and  Coancil  at  Bombay  to  the  Court,  17th  and  18th 
Maj,  26th  September,  and  7th  October  1687— •  Letter  from  the  General  and  Coancll 
at  Bombaj  to  the  President  and  Cooocil  at  Fort  St.  Greorge,  SOth  November  1667.—— 
Letter  from  the -Agent  and  Factors  at  Sorat  to  the  General  at  Bombaj,  a4th  December 
1S87*— —  Commission  from  the  General  and  Council  at  Bombay  to  Captain  Wright,. 

a2d  August  1667. Letter  from  Sir  John  Child  to  the  French  Directore  at  Surat,  8tb 

October  1667. 

(2)-**Letler  from  the  Factors  at  Ispahan  to  the  General  and  Council  at  Bombay,  10th 
October  1067- 
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^w^^*   Carnatic;  events  which  were   mentioned  in   the  Sunt  dis* 
1^87  -  88.  patches,  as  having  created  alarm  in  the  Madras  Presidency,  &nd 

produced  their  application  for  a  reinforcement  of  men^  money, 

and  military  stores^  from  Bombay. 
Truce  con-  The  state  of  aflairs  in  Ben^l  was  not  less  mifavom*able : 

eluded  by  ^ 

Mr.  Char-     — ^Jhc  English  had  retired  from  Hughly  to  Chutanuttee,  and 

Ben^i^^nd^  during  the  armistice  to  which  they  had  acceded,  after  repelling 

mcnTof^hoftl  *^®  Phousdar's  forces  at  Hughly,  a  kind  of  a  truce  had  been 

the' vVoiatJon  ^^^^^^y  ^^  December  1686,  and,  in  some  measure,  a  treaty 

Nab^b^i^Ge^  agreed  on,  between  Mr.  Charnock,  and  three  of  the  Nabob's 

"^^'  ministers,  on  conditions  sufficiently  plausible  j  or  that  a  grant 

of  land  would  be  given  to  build  a  fort,  Hberty  to  erect  a  mint, 

payment  of   debts,    and  freedom  of   trade;    but  when  Mr. 

Charnock  required  that  this  treaty  should  be  ratified  by  the 

Nabob  and  by  the  Mogul,  the  demand  was  evaded,  till  the 

Nabob  could  collect  a  sufficient  force  4o  attack  the  Factories. 

In  February  1686-87^  the  Nabob's  General  appeared 
suddenly  before  Hughly,  with  a  large  army  of  horse: — the 
English  forces,  on  this  infraction  of  the  armistice,  imme- 
diately stormed  and  took  the  fort  of  Tanna,  and  plundered 
and  destroyed  every  thing  between  that  place^  and  the  Island 
of  Ingellee,  of  which  they  took  possession  without  resistance^ 
and  in  which  they  fortified  themselves : — ^they,  subsequently, 
burnt  Ballasore,  and  destroyed  above  forty  sail  of  the  Mogul's 
ships ;  and,  notwithstanding  the  sickly  state  of  the  troops 
on  the  Island  of  Itagellee,    repulsed  the  repeated    attacks 

of 
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ef  the  Nabob's  Genera],  with  very  little  Ion.  It  wbs  «k  this  chap.ii. 
ffira^  tfagy^  tlitt  'Agent  at  Ftoia  informed  the  GeneraLand  1687-88* 
Council  at  Bonbaf  ,  that  the  Nabob  bad  confiscated  tba 
Company's  goods  at  the  Factory  o£  CoBsimbvaar^  to  the 
amount  of  twenty-three  thousand  rupees^  and  had  compelled 
their  debtors  to  pay  to  him  the  money  they  owed  to  the 
Factory ;  by  the  secret  connivance  of  the  Grovemor  of  Patna, 
however^  the  Agent  was  preparing  privately  to  leave  that  city^ 
and  proceed  to  Surat. 

Affiiirs  remained  in  this  situation,  till  the  month  of  September 
1687,  when  a  Perwannah  was  issued  by  the  Nabob,  granting 
permission  to  the  English  to  return  to  Hughly,  and  enjoy  their 
ancient  privileges ;  but  it  can  be  collected  from  the  instructions 
of  the  Court,  and  the  foreign  dispatches  of  the  subsequent 
season,  that  this  indulgence  did  not  form  the  basis  of  a 
treaty,  for  the  renewal  of  the  Company's  commerce  in  the  Bay 
of  Bengal,  but  arose  only  from  the  arrival  of  the  large  arma-> 
ment  from  England.<^> 

While  Fort  St.  George  and  Bengal  were  in  these 
precarious  circumstances,  the  commerce  of  the  Company, 
whether  considered  with  regard  to  the  sales  of  its  exports  from 
Europe,  or  the  purchase  of  investments  for  the  home  market,  was 

VOL.  II.  4  1  necessarily 

(1)— Letter  from  the  General  and  Council  at  Booibay  to  the  Court,  26th  September 

1^7. Letter  from  the  Agent  at  Patna  to  the  General  and  Council  at  Bombay,  25th 

June  1687.—  Copy  of  Perwannah  from  the  Nabob  Shastah  Khan,  dated  Dacca,  4th 
September  l687. 
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CHAP.  II.   necessarily  irregular,  if  not  suspended.    No  aocoui^  iq>pear  to 
1687  -88.  have  been  transmitted  from  the  new  Settlement  at  Bbncoolbn, 

or  from  any  of  the  Factories  in  the  Southsek  Sbas,  or  the 

Agencies  attempting  trade  with  China. 
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1688-89. 


The  measures  of  the  Courts    in  the  memorable  season  chap.  u. 
1688-89^  as  far  as  r^arded  then-  foreign  Settlements,  fiirhish  1688*89. 
only  a  continuation  of  the  expedients  which  they  had  adopted  mine  to  make 
in  the  preceding  year,  but  varied,  from  the  eflfect  which  the  ^£  ^^  ^^ 
disappointment  in  the  Bengal  expedition  had  produced.    With-  ^mer^nnd 
out  receding  from  their   fixed  purpose  of  obtaining  fortified  toaou^geo!^. 
seats  of  trade,  their  Governor  or  General,    Sir  John  Child, 
and  his  Council,  were  ordered,  in  future,  to  reside  at  Bom- 
bay only: — ^the  ships  for  Europe  were  to  clear  out  from  this 
port,  and  not,  as  formerly,  from  Surat  or  Swally : — ^the  com- 
mercial intercourse  between  Surat  and  Bombay  wsusr  to  be  kept 
open,  by  the  residence  of  a  Company's  Agent  and  Factors, 
and  by  small  vessels,  carrying  to  that  city  such  of  their  exports 
as  would  sell  at  this  market,  and  to  bring  off  the  articles 
which  were  collected  for  the  investment,  or  were  purchased 
by  the  Company's  brdiers.     It  was  expected,  by  this  plan, 
that  when  peace  should  again  give  confidence,  or  enable  them 
to  negotiate  sales  or  purchases,  or  to  draw  articles  from  the 
inland  provinces,  which  the  Company  had  been  in  the  practice 

412  of 
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CHAP.  IF.    of  parchasing^  they  might  make  up  fxdl  assortments  for  the 

1688-89.  investment. 

Sir  John  Child  was  directed,  should  a  peace  in  Bengal 
have  been  concluded  with  the  Moguls  on  terms  below  what 
had  been  expected,  from  the  expedition,  to  endeavour,  by  all 
means,  to  get  possession  of  the  Island  of  Salsette,  and  to 
fortify  it  in  such  a  manner,  as  to  render  it  a  barrier  to  Bombay : 
— if^  however,  this  acquisition  should  be  unattainable.  Bom* 
bay  was  to  be  fortified  in  the  strongest  manner,  and  become 
the  capital  of  the  Company's  Indian  possessions,  and  the  seat 
of  their  goveniment  and  trade.  Hie  General  was,  on  no  oc- 
casion, (even  the  probably  important  one  of  negotiating  a  peace 
with  the  Mogul)  to  leave  the  seat  of  Government,  it  being 
considered,  that  his  gobg,  in  person,  to  negotiate  a  peace^ 
would  be  inconsistent  with  the  dignity  of  the  Regency,  and 
not  less  with  sound  policy  ;  because,  if  he  and  his  Council 
should  again  reside  in  any,  but  the  seat  of  government,  they 
could  neither  deliberate  with  wisdom,  nor  oondude  with  effica-* 
cy ;  more  particularly,  as  he  was  now  to  exercise  a  controlling 
power  over  the  other  Presidencies  and  Agencies.  If  the  ur* 
gency  of  the  case  should  require  his  presence  at  Fort  St 
Greoige  or  Bengal,  he  was  to  issue  such  orders  and  instruc- 
tions^ as  would  connect  the  whole  political  and  commerdal 
interests  of  the  Company  into  a  fixed  system,  understood  by 
the  Court  at  home,  and,  with  time  and  practice,  intelligible 
to  the  Indian  Powers. 

The 
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The  Court,  in  the  eariy  part  of  the  season  1688-89,  being  chap,  il 
ignorant  of  the  events  which  had  taken  place  in  Bengal,  re-  1688-89. 
peated  the  order,  that  if  the  possession  of  Chittagong  and 
Mei^ee  had  been  acquired,  those  stations  were  to  be  retained, 
as  seats  Of  the  Company's  power  and  trade ;  and  if  a  peace 
had  not  been  concluded,  the  conditions  prescribed  were, — ^the 
possession  of  a  station  to  be  fortified,  and  the  currency  of  the 
money  which  the  Company  coined  at  their  seyeral  mints  in 
India;  but  should  Chittagong  be  acquired,  and  the  Mogul 
have  acqai^ced  in  the  Company  keeping  possession  of  it,  the 
GeQ^ral  was  to  lower  the  demands  for  reparation  of  injuries, 
if  not  to  rccedefirom  them  altogether. 

As  the  season  advanced,  and  information  arrived,  that  a  Approve  of 

the  Provi- 

treaty  had  been  made  with  the  Mogul  in  Bengal  (events  which  "onai  Con- 
will  be  subsequently  detailed),  the  Court  ordered  Sir  John  the  Governor 
Child  not  to  re-deliver  any  of  the  prizes  which  had  been  taken 
from  the  Mogul's  subjects,  on  the  West  of  India,  although  Mr. 
Chamock  had  imprudently  made  such  a  concession  in  Bengal : 
— ^when,  however,  they  received  intelligence,  that  Sir  John 
Child  bad  negotiated  a  Provisional  Convention  with  Muchtar 
Khan,  the  ne^  Governor  of  Surat,  (to  be  explained  in  the 
foreign  Annals)  on  the  basis  of  the  thirty-five  articles  presented 
to  him  by  Mr.  Harris,  and  that  this  Convention  was  to 
become  the  basis  of  a  treaty  with  the  Mogul,  they  not  only 
approved  of  it,  but  voted  a  present  .of  a  thousand  gui- 
neas  to  Sir  John  Child,   as    a  mark  of  approbation,    for 

the 
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CHAP.  IL  the  wisdom  of  his  proceedings,  during  the  war,  and  for  his 
1688-89.  general  services. 

By  this  Convention,  the  Company  were  allowed  io  coin 
money  at  Surat,  in  the  Mogul's  mint-house ;  but  the  Court 
rather  preferred  acting  on  the  authority  given  by  their  Charter, 
of  having  a  mint  at  Bombay,  because  this  would  strongly  im- 
press the  Natives  with  the  importance  of  the  phice ;  and  they 
trusted,  that,  in  time,  they  should  be  enabled  to  supply  the 
Bengal  market  with  rupees,  coined  at  Bombay,  or  if  that 
should  not  be  practicable,  that  they  might  exchange  thdr 
Bombay  rupees  for  those  coined  at  Surat,  which  would  pass 
current  in  Bengal,  or  in  any  part  of  the  Mogul's  donunions. 
On  this  occasion,  they  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  the 
Genera],  whether  the  coinage  at  Bombay  ought  not  to 
include  gold  mohurs,  as  the  Company  had  the  Mogul's  Fbir- 
maund,  and  the  King's  authority,  by  their  Charter,  to  exer- 
cise this  branch  of  delegated  sovereignty. 

These  instructions  to  Sir  John  Child  were  intended  to 
direct  his  conduct,  in  the  general  administration  of  the  whole 
of  the  Company's  affidrs  in  the  Indies,  on  the  principle  of 
Bombay  being  the  seat,  equally  of  their  power,  and  of  their 
trade ;  it  will,  therefore,  be  proper  to  trace,  in  the  order  of  the 
Company's  several  Settlements,  the  views  which  the  Court 
took  of  the  actual  circumstances,  under  which  their  authority 
was  placed. 

The  views  of  the  Court,  at  this  time,  were  necessarily 

connected^ 
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connected^  not  only  with  the  appearances  of  alliance^  or  war,  chap,  ii, 
with  the  Maritime  Powers  of  Europe,  but  with  the  probable  1688-89 
changes  which  might  take  place  in  the  government  of  Eng- 
land, and  the  eflfect  which  those  changes  might  have,  on  the 
administration  of  Indian  affairs.  TUs  uncertainty  of  the 
situation  of  the  Company,  at  home,  made  them  ccmsider  the 
Convention  between  Sir  John  Child  and  the  Governor  of  Surat, 
m  of  more  consequence  than  it  appeared  to  be,  when  the 
Court  first  received  information  of  its  having  been  concluded ; 
because,  from  the  relative  circmnstances  of  France  and  Hol-^ 
land,  in  Europe,  there  was  a  strongs  probability  of  a  war 
between  those  two  Nations;  and  though  the  first  effect 
of  such  a  war  would  be  ruinous  to  the  French  affairs  in  the 
East-Indies,  the  next,  probably,  would  be  a  war  between 
the  Dutch  and  the  Mogul,  from  which  the  Dutch  might 
obtain  more  favourable  terms,  for  thdr  trade  and  Settlements, 
in  his  dominions^  than  the  English  had  acquired  from  the 
Convention,  or  might  rieriTe  from  any  treaty,  of  which  it  had 
been  the  projected  basis. 

With  the  object,  therefore,  of  rendering  Bombay  an  PMiScaHom 
efficient  Regency  and  seat  of  trade,  and  to  enable  it  to  pro-  be  atrengtL^ 
tect  the  Agency  left  to  keep  up  the  commercial  relations  ties  le^ed  to" 
between  Surat  and  Bombay,  it  was  (»rdered,  that  a  dry  dock  ciiai«e«, 
should  be  built^  and  a  duty  of  one  dollar,  per  ton,   levied 
on  every  ship  that  might  be  repaired,  or  careened,  at  it; — 
that  a  wharf  and  piers  should  be  erected,  for  loading  and 

unloading 
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CHAP.JL  uokNufing  veaieH  and  rates  ettablidied,  to  be  paid  om 
1688*88.  or  shipping  goods ; — ^that^  to  make  the  reveBUfis  halanbe  the 
charges^  a  progressive  duty  should  be  imposed,  of  from  ob& 
shiMiiigy  to  two  shillings  and  sixpence^  on  etery  house  in  Bom- 
bay;— ^that  the  English  inhabitants,  not  in  the  Company's 
serrice,  should  be  liable  to  a  duty  of  consufaige ; — ^that  a  Post-* 
Office  should  be  established,  and  reasonable  rates  for  letters 
imposed,  either  in  the  Island,  or  sent  and  received  in  the 
Compan/s  conmiercml  stations,  and  that  an  Insurance  Office 
should  be  constituted,  on  the  same  principle  as  that  at  Fort 
St.  George  ; — ^that  the  fortifications  should  be  eacreased,  and 
the  garrison  strengthened,  by  recalling  all  Europeans  ¥di6 
might  be  in  the  service  of  the  Native  Powers,  and  ofiering  to 
sudi  men  encouragement  to  engage  in  the  Company's  military 
service,  because,  from  having  CQOS^tutions  habituated  to  die 
cUmate,  they  would  be  of  more  use^  than  recruits  brought 
from  Europe,  <<  one  seasoned  man  being  worth  two  fresh 
^*  ories." 
Factories  on  Under  these  arrans^ements  for  the  seat  of  the  Refireiicv* 

the   Malabar  ^  f  O        /> 

Coast  to  bQ  Sir  John  Child  was  directed  to  be  particularly  attentive  to 

fortified.  "^  '^      ^ 

the  out-factories  on  the  Malabar  CSoast ;  the  station  atBk^ 
torah,  ill  the  Queen  of-  Attinga's  country,  was  to  be  fortified^ 
and'  the  same  privilegei^,  if  possible^  obtained  for  it,  ajs  the 
Company  enjoyed^  at  Madras;  In  the  same<  manner,  the 
Factory  at  TeUiehe^iy  was  tp  be  strabgdbened^  that  die  Com- 
pany 
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pany  might  be  certain  of  receiving  an  investment  of  callicoes,    chap.  ii. 
pepper,  and  ciardamoms.  1688-89. 

The  commercial  views  of  the  Company,  in  this  season,  commercial 
werie  necessarily  connected  vnth  the  plan  of  rendering  Bombay  for  rendering 
the  seat  of  their  government  and  trade,  on  the  West  of  India :  grMraTdep6t 
— all    the    goods    purchased    at    the    subordinate    stations,  pan^^s  goods' 
were  to  be  sent,  with  the  least  possible  delay,  to  Bombay, 
particularly  the  pepper  and  cardamoms,    and  kept  in   the 
warehouses,  to  be  ready  far  the  ships,  that  the   Company 
might  be  enabled,  in  Europe,  to  counteract  the  monopolizing 
system  of  the  Dutch/ 

As  Bengal  goodis  had  lately  been  in  great  demand  at  the 
Company's  sales,  and  as  the  imports  of  them,  from  Hughly, 
were  uncertain,  the  General  and  Council  of  Bombay  were  to 
hold  out  jevery  encouragement  to  the  Armenian  merchants,  or, 
that  they  should  receive  not  only  protection,  but  a  profitable 
market :  any  charges  which  might  be  incurred,  in  giving 
such  encouragement,  would  be  fully  compensated,  by  the 
trade  this  people  would  introduce :  the  reasons  assigned  were, 
that  the  Armenian  merchants  carried  on  trade,  on  their 
own  funds  and  credit,  and  that  they  trava^sed  all  the  pro- 
vinces in  India,  and  collected,  (though  in  small  quantities, 
and  in  a  manner  which  had  not  excited  the  jealousy  of  the 
Natives)  the  most  valuable  commodities ;  if,  therefore,  they 
could  be  induced  to  make  Bombay  their  principal  market, 
the  commercial  effect  would  be  incalculable ;  and  farther,  to 
VOL.  IL  4  K  induce 
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CHkVM.   induce  them  to  accept  of  this  oflfer,  they  were  to  be  allowed  to 
1688-89.  send  their  goods^  on  the  Company's  shippings  to  Europe^  for 

sale. 
Encourage-  As  the  Armenians  were  also  the  principal  merchants  in 

ment    to    be 

given  to  the  Persia^  similar  encom*agements  were  to  be  held  out  to  them. 

ArmeDians^in  [  ^  ,  ' 

Persia.  to  bring  silks  and  Caramania  wool  to  Bombay^  to  be  sent  to 

Emt>pe9  as  part  of  the  Company's  investment^  by  which 
means  they  would  receive  greater  profits^  than  by  sending 
Persian  produce^  through  Tuii^ey,  to  Aleppo. 

If  this  commercial  sjrstem  could  be  established^  the  Court 
concluded^  that,  with  the  large  stock  which  would  be  annually 
sent,  a  valuable  investment  might  be  in  store,  ready  to  be 
shipped  for  Europe,  and  arrive  to  pre-occupy  the  market, 
before  the  Dutch  imports  could  depress  the  prices/') 

nieGoyern-         As  Sir  John  Child    had    been   vested   with   unlimited 

meot  of  Ma- 

draf  blamed,  control  over  all  the  Cdmpany's  Settlements  and  trade  in  the 

for   not    00-  *      "^ 

operating  in  Indies,  he  was,  after  establishing  the  new  system  at  Bombay 
^^^'  and  Surat,  to  proceed  to  Fort  St.  George,  and  to  frame 
r^ulations  for  the  Settlements  and  trade  on  the  Coro-^ 
mandel  Coast,  and,  at  bis  discretimi,  to  confirm,  or  to 
remove  from  their  stations,  their  servants  of  all  ranks. 
The  Court,  on  intimating  this  appointment  of  their  General^ 
to  the  President  and  Council  at  Madras,  condemned  their 

conduct, 

(1)— Letten  ftom  the  Court  to  the  General  and  Goondi  of  Bomhay,  11th  April 
1st  May,  36th  Jaly,  27th  August,  27th  September,  8th  October^  5th  December  168S, 
nth  January,  15th  Februaiy,  an4  19th  March  l688*S9. 
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conduct,  for  not  having,  at  the  time  the  armament  com-  ^^i^- 
menced  its  operations  in  Bengal,  dechffed  war  against  the  l688-8». 
Mogul  and  the  King  of  Siam ;  a  measure  which  would  have 
seccmded  its  operadons,  and  probably  enabled  it  to  fulfil 
the  orders  of  the  Court,  for  acquiring  a  fortified  station  ; — 
and,  farther,  for  having  acceded  to  the  terms  which  the 
Mogul  had  granted,  particularly  when  they  must  have 
known  of  the  spirited  effinis  which  had  been  made  by 
Sir  John  Child,  at  Bombay,  and  at  .Surat ;  and  when  they 
must  have  observed,  that,  after  the  conquest  of  Golcondah  by 
the  Mogul,  Madras  had  become  of  more  importance,  than  it 
had  been  on  any  former  occasion.  .  To  prevent  this  Presidency 
felling  into  a  similar  error,  in  the  war  with  the  King  of  Siam, 
they  were  prohibited  from  concluding  a  treaty  with  this  Chief, 
unless  he  consented  to  pay  an  equivalent,  as  a  reparation  of 
injuries,  and  to  cede  Tenassery  to  the  Company,  to  become  a 
fortified  station,  in  which  case,  it  was  to  be  rendered  as  strong 
as  Fort  St.  George. 

To  render  Fort  St.  Georire  an  efficient  seat  of  power  and  Directions  to 

^  *^  fiirm  St. 

trade  on  the  Coromandel  Coast,  the  President  and  Council  Thoni6  from 

the  Nabob. 

were,  if  possible,  to  obtain  irom  the  Nabob  the  station  of  St. 
Tbom6,  to  be  held  as  a  farm,  in  perpetuity : — a  Factory  was 
to  be  established  at  Vizagapatam,  under  a  Chief  and  Council ; 
—the  licences  given  to  private  merchants,  during  the  war,  were 
to  be  withdrawn ; — ^the  trade  in  diamonds  revived,  and  the 
investment  to  be  as  full  as  might  be  practicable,  in  long  cloths, 

4  K  2  pepper. 
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^SAP'J^*  pepper,  and  cardamoms ;  but  only  one  ship  was  to  proceed 
1688-89.  from  England  to  the  Fort,  the  charges  for  seamen's  wages 
having  risen  yery  high,  in  consequence  of  a  general  impression 
that  war  with  France  was  inevitable ;  and  instead  of  sending 
stock  on  this  ship,  this  Presidency  would  be  supplied  with  funds 
by  Sir  John  Child,  from  Bombay.  (^> 
Sir  John  Sir  John  Child,   after  settling  afiairs  at  Madras,   was 

ceed  to  Ben-  directed  to  proceed  to  Ben  gal,  and,  in  the  same  maimer,  to 
viBor  of  the  excrcisc  his  discretion,  in  continuing,  or  removing  from  their 
Affiiin.  stations,  the  Compan/s  servants  of  aU  ranks,  and  to  endeavour 
to  re-settle  the  Factories  at  Cossimbuzar  and  Malda,  and  the 
new  station  at.Chutanuttee.  If  he  should  find,  that  the  French 
had  got  possession  of  Mergee,  he  was  not  to  attempt  to  dis-* 
lodge  them,  but  to  solicit  a  station  in  the  Aracan  country,  to 
be  fortified ;  and,  if  the  Company  had  acquired  possession  of 
Mergee,  it  was  to  be  fortified,  and  made  a  dep6t  for  their 
Bengal  goods. 

The  conduct  of  Mr.  Chamock,  the  chief  Agent,  and  his* 
Council,  in  Bengal,  was  blamed  by  the  Court,  as  having  been 
dilatory  in  the  extreme,  which  had  been  the  true  cause  of 
his  having  been  obliged  to  accept  of  terms  from  the  Nabob, 
and  from  the  Mogul,  which  neither  coincided  with  the  inten- 
tions of  the  Court,   when  they  sent  out  the  armament,  nor 

placed 

(1)— Letters  from  the  Court  to  tbe  President  and  Council  of  Fort  St«  Geoi^ge^ 
11th  April,  27th  August  1688,  and  15th  February  l688-89.-i—  Letter  from  the  Court 
to  the  Great  Moguls  7ih  September  1688L 
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placed  the  trade  in  a  better  situation  than  it  had  been,  before  9^^3* 
coercive  measures  were  adopted;  for,  instead  of  getting  pos-  1688-89. 
session  of  Chittagong,  and  being  able  to  treat  as  an  Indepen- 
dent Power,  the  Company  would  be  obliged  to  offer  new  bribes 
for  a  station  which  they  might  have  conquered  : — ^the  Court, 
however,  confirmed  Mr.  Chamock  as  Agent  at  Bengal  (not- 
withstanding his  errors)  and  directed  him  to  solicit  a  Phir- 
maund,  for  re-establishing  the  Factories  at  Cossimbuzar, 
Dacca,  and  Malda,  and  for  the  town  of  Uleaburrah,.  to  be 
held  of  the  Nabob,  on  the  same  terms  as  Fort  St.  George. 

The  commercial  orders  recommended  similar  encourage^ 
ment  to  be  given  to  the  Armenians,  as  authorized  in  the  ii>- 
structions  to  Sir  John  Child^x  at  Bomliay,  but^  more  specifi- 
cally, to  oflfer  them  thirty  per  cent,  profit  on  the  prime  cost  of 
such  fine  Bengal  goods,  a&  they  might  furnish  for  the  invest- 
ment, and  to  send  as  many  tafikties  as  they  could  procure; 
bat  neither  raw-silk,  nor  cotton-yarn,  unless  they  could  be 
purchased  from  twenty  to  thirty  per  ceat.  cheaper  than  last 
season.  <*> 

The  only  new  instructions  of  the  Court  to  the  Governor  settlers  at  st. 
and  Council  of  St.   Helena,   during  this  season,   were   to  couraged  to 
permit  such  of  the  inhabitants,  with  their  families,  as  might  Bombaj. 
chuse,  to  remove  to  the  Company's  Island  of  Bombay  (ob- 
viously with  the  view  of  increasing  its  population}  to  proceed 

on. 

(I) — Letters  from  the  Court  to  the  Agent  and  CooDcil  ia  Bengal^  27th  Aogast  1688^ 
the  15th  February  l(588-89. 
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CHAP.  IL  on  the  Company's  ships^  on  payment  of  ^4  each^  for  Uidr 
1688  -  89.  passage ;  the  men,  on  their  arrival,  to  be  allowed  soldier's  pay.  0) 


iDter«tting  "^^  proceedings  of  the  East -India  Company,  during  the 

5^'^^^  memorable  year  1688^9,  as  fkr  as  regarded  their  foreign 
Sn7>  Sring  Settlements  and  trade,  appear  to  have  been  dictated  with  equal 
Ivcnu^ich^P"^*  ^^^P™^^^^^J  ^^^  ^*  ^^  "^  interesting  to  trace  the 
Ih™rwia-'"  conduct  of  the  Company,  at  a  period  when  it  could  not  but  be 
^^^^*  daily  influenced  by  the  important  events  which  affected  the 

Constitution,  and  the  trade  of  their  Country. 

It  will  be  recollected,  that  the  Company  had  acquired 
their  Charter  and  privileges  from  the  Crown,  and  though 
oppressed,  in  the  early  periods  of  their  progress,  by  licencef 
contradictory  to  their  rights,  particularly  during  the  reigns  of 
James  L  and  Charles  L,  when  their  exclusive  privileges  were 
invaded,  they  still  had  preserved  a  direct  commerce  between 
England  and  the  East-Indies*  It  will  also  be  recollected,  ^at, 
during  the  Interregnum,  the  innovating  prejudices  of  the 
times,  first  partially,  and  then  directly,  went  to  deprive  the 
Company  of  their  privileges ;  though,  on  fiilly  examining  the 
evidence  adduced  by  the  Company,  and  by  the  Merchant 
Adventurers,  Cromwell,  and  his  Council  of  State,  confirmed 

the 

(l)-*Letter  from  the  Coart  to  the  Govemor  and  Cooncll  of  St  lUkoB,  5tb  April 
iSsg. 
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the  Charter  and  privileges  of  the  London  East-India  Com-  chap.  ii. 
pany.  It  has^  also^  appeared^  that  during  the  reigns  of  1688-89. 
Charles  II.  and  James  U.,  the  Company  experienced,  from 
those  Sovereign^,  the  most  positive  protection,  at  home  and 
abroad,  and  were  enabled  to  check,  by  authority,  and,  by  legal 
means,  to  punish  the  Interlopers ;  and,  that  the  Company, 
acting  under  this  royal  protection,  had  endeavoured  to  main- 
tain the  character  of  the  E^lish  Nation,  by  employing  force 
to  repel  the  injuries  and  breach  of  grants  by  the  Mogul  and 
his  officers,  as  well  as  by  the  lesser  Indian  Powers,  who  had 
excluded  them  from  the  trade,  or  deprived  them  of  their 
Factories. 

Under  impressions  arising  out  of  these  events,  the 
Court  of  Directors,  (when  the  civil  liberties  of  the  country, 
and  the  -maintenance  of  the  established  religion,  were 
assailed  by  that  sect  which  had  been  proscribed  by 
their  great  founder,  Queen  Elizabeth,)  proceeded,  as 
might  have  been  expected  a  great  commercial  body  would 
do,  whose  rights  had  been  conferred  by  the  Crown,  who 
held  every  consideration,  but  the  preservation  of  their 
trade,  to  be  extraneous  to  their  duty,  and  whose  con- 
duct was  to  be  guided  by  their  obligations  to  the  Pro- 
prietors, and  to  the  public :— on  the  one  hand,  they  partici- 
pated in  the  general  sense  of  national  liberty,  civil  and  reli- 
gious ;  and,  on  the  other,  they  were  influenced  by  the  cau- 
tion of  Merchants.. 

The 
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CHAP.  If.  The  East-India  Company,  also,  were  in  a  more  embar- 

16j88-fi9.  rassed  situation  than  any  other  corporate  body  in  the  King- 
dom; for  they  could  not  but  apprehend,  that  their  ancient 
rival  and  enemy,  the  Dutch,  might  divide  the  partiality  of 
the  Sovereign,  between  his  new  subjects  and  his  countrymen  j 
and^  of  course,  might  render  the  rights  of  the  Company  less  a 
national  oljject,  than  involve  them  in  the  common  in- 
terests of  the  two  Maritime  States,  between  whom  the  trade 
and  power,  in  the  East-Indies,  might  be  divided ; — a  division 
which  the  experience  of  events,  in  1619,  had  taught  them  to 
ccmsider  as  hazardous,  and  exposed  to  periloiis  results. 

When,  therefore,  the  first  intelligence  arrived  of  the  ar- 
mament of  the  Prince  of  Orange,  in  Holland,  the  East-India 
Company  were  alarmed,  and,  (as  appeared  in  their  instructions 
to  their  foreign  governments,)  infiuenced  more  by  commercial 
caution,  than  taking  an  active  part  in  the  general  (pinions  of 
the  kingdom  : — they  only  described  to  their  servants,  that  the 
Prince  of  Orange  was  expected  in  England,  ^'  to  secure  his 
^'^  succession  to  the  Crown,  and  establish  the  Protestant  reli- 
*^  gion,'^  and  that  the  Dutch  fleet  were  very  strong  at  sea, 
and  had  a  great  army  embarked  on  it ; — ^that  this  expedition 
was  reported  to  be,  exclusively,  with  those  objects,  and  at 
the  sole  charge  of  the  Prince  of  Orange,  but  not  an  act 
of  the  States  General,  for  an  hostile  invasion  of  the  realm ; — 
that  the  first  effisct  had  been  to  prevent  the  equipments  of 
the  Company  from  being  fitted  out,  or  proceeding  to  India, 

the 
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tke  impress  of  men  being  so  general,  on  the  King's  account,    chap.  if. 
that  none  of  their  vessels  could  proceed  on  their  royages.  1688-89. 

After  the  landing,  however,  of  the  Prince  of  Orange  and 
bis  army,  at  Dartmouth,  on  the  4th  November  1688,  and  after 
King  James  had  sent  Lords  Halifax,  Nottingham,  and  Go* 
dolphin,  to  treat  with  him,  and,  by  proclamation,  summoned 
a  Parliament,  the  Court  continued  the  same  caution,  divided 
between  their  ancient  allegiance,  the  general  expectation  of  re- 
forming the  government,  and  the  hope  of  reconciliation  between 
the  King  and  the  Prince ; — ^in  tibeir  letters,  therefore,  at  this 
crisis,  they  informed  their  servants,  that  the  Dutch  fleet  had 
abstained  from  war,  and  firom  making  prises,  and  that  their 
army  preserved  the  strictest  ^scipline,  and  paid  for  every  thing 
which  they  required.  <^ 

While  the  foUowii^  memorable  events  were  occurring, 
—or,  that  hostilities,  between  the  King  and  the  Prince, 
were  rendered  impracticable,  by  iSie  greatest  part  of  the 
Royal  forces  having  joined  the  Prince  of  Orange; — that 
Ae  opinions  of  the  majority  of  the  nation  were  favourable 
to  his  eDterpriae ; — that  liis  army  had  proceeded  to  London, 
and  had  taken  possesion  jof  St  James's  ; — that  the  Protestant 
Lords  had  met,  and  agreed  to  address  the  Prince,  to  assume 
the  government,  divil  and  military,  and  to  summon  a  parlia- 

voL.  n.  4  L  ment,  . 


(0-- Letters  of  the  Coort  to  the  Ptetidenc^  of  Bombajr,  8th  October  and  5Xh 
Dec6iDber  1668. 
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CHAP.  11.  ment,  (to  which  address  all  the .  Commons^  who  had  sat  ia 
1688-89.  any  Parliament  during  the  reign  of  Charleb  II.,  assisted 
by  the  Lord  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  fifty  of  the  Common 
Council  of  Lonitott,  ^sented;)  and  that  the  King  and 
Queen  had  fled  to  ^Fram^e,  and  the  Lord  Chancellor,  and 
the  principal  Popi«h  Lords,  were  imprisoned,  the  Court  of 
Directors  of  the  East-India  Company  confined  thcmsclres, 
in  their  instructions  to  their  foreign  Settlements,  to  their 
peculiar  6hject^   commerce. 

A  general  sta^ation  of  trade  had  berai  the  effect  of 
these  etei^ts,  but  the  Court  trusted  commerce  wocdd  revive, 
and  that  they  should  be  enahtod  to  take  such  measures 
as  were  n^cessary^  ;for.  providing  the  stock  and  sfaippug  fw 
the  season ;  but  added,  that  a  large  fleet  and  amy  were  col- 
lecting, to  be  sent  to  Irebuid,  for  the  purpose  of  supporting 
the  Protestant  interest  in  th^  kingdom ;;  that  Ihe  quota  of 
English  troops,  which,  by  the  tr^ty  of  Nimeguen,  had  been 
stipulated  to  serve  in  Holland,  "^mA  about  tx>  embaik;  and 
that  the  City  of  London  hod  advaobed  the  sum  of  ^^ISO.OOO 
to  the  Prince,  to  enable  YmOf  to  pay  Ms.drmy  and  mwy; 

It  was  under  these  circiimstaiiceay  i  that>diq  Court  Ab^cted 
the  General  at  Bomb^ay,  if\he  had^m^feja  peace  with  die 
Mogul,  to  endeavour  to  get  .^possessipn  of  Salsette,  there 
being,  under  the  new  govemmenlt  of  England,  no.  fear  of  any 
intrigues  of  the  Jesuits,  or  Popish  priests,  to  obstruct  his  retain- 
ing it,  and  to  continue  the  war  against  the  King  of  Siam,  till 

the 
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the  CompaDy  receired  full  satisfaction  for  the  debts  due  to   chap.ii. 
thevi,   as  he  eoitld  not  expect  assbtance  from  any  of  the  1688-89. 
SdropeMi  Maritime  Powers. 

When  tibe  ConTention  of  Parliament  assembled^  on  the 
22d  January  1688-89^  and  oflisred  the  Crown  to  Ihe  Prince 
and  Princess  of  Orange,^  as  the  next  Protestant  heirs^  and 
when  they  accepted  it^  agreeably  to  the  conditions  in  the  Bill 
of  Rights,  and  wefe  pradaimed  King  and  Qaeen  of  England, 
on  the  13th  Bebraary  1688*69,  the  Court  of  Directors,  on 
the  15ibh  Eebruary>  dispatched  the  Chandos,  with  copies  of 
the  Pkfielamation,  to  their  teat  of  Go»remment  at  Bombay, 
to  the  Presidency  of  Madras,  and  to  the  Agency  mt  Bengal, 
and  ordered  them  to  be  published,  with  all  due  solemnity,  not 
only  at  those  places,  \pat  at  all  tiieir  subordinate  Settlements 
in  India.  0) 

It  was  !noticed,.on  the  first  approach  of  the  Revolution,  by 
the  appearance  of  the  Dutch  fleet  and  army,  that  the  general 
impress  of  men  ordered  by  King  James  II.,  had  prevented  the 
saJHqg!  of  the  Company's  ship^  Chandos,  Captain  Bonnell,  the 
<mly  vesseLivhich,  in  the  existing  circumstances  of  the  Company, 
they  then  proposed  to  dispatch : — ^the  Court  had,  even  at  this 
time,  become  apprehensive  of  the  re-appearance  of  the  Interlo- 

4  L  2  pers, 

/(l)---Letterafrc«ii  the  Court  to  the  General  and  Council  atfiofAhayilihaad  14th 

January,  15th  and  2»d  February,  and  IQth  March  1688-89. Letter  from  the  Court 

to  the  President  and  Council  at  Fort  St.  George,   15th  February  1688-89. Letter 

Urom  the  Com  to  the  Agent  and  Council  at  Bengal,  15th  February  1688-89. 
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CHAPJ^.  pers,  always  ready  to  take  advantage  of  any  circnmstaace 
1688-89.  or  event,  which,  they  might  apprehend,  would  injure  the 
Company  in  the  exercise  of  their  exclusive  privileges  of  trade ; 
and  though  this  vessel  did  not  sail,  till  after  the  settlement  of 
the  government  in  England,  yet  by  secret  advices-,  as  well  as 
by  the  instructions  sent  by  Captain  Bonnd,  they  warned  their 
servants  in  India,  to  be  on  their  guard  against  the  intrusions 
or  interferences  of  the  Private  Traders ; — a  class  of  men  who 
had,  upon  so  many  occasions,,  be^i  the  means  of  involving 
them  in  disputes  with  the  Country  Powers,,  and  had  often 
brought  great  losses  on  thdv  Factories  and  trade.  Such  ap* 
prehensions  were  most  natural,  as  the  immediate  result  of 
the  first  aspect  of  a  change  in  the  government,  and:  were 
confirmed,  by  the  re-appearance  of  interioping  equqnne&ts^ 
as  soon  as  that  change  had  taken  place. 

The  Court,  thus,  with  a  steady  attention  io^tfaeir  rights, 
and  probably  anticipating  questions  regarding  them,  gave  a* 
commission  to  Captain  Bonnell,  the  preamble  to  which^  enu- 
merated the  diflerent  grants  which  had  been,  obtained  by  the 
Company,  from  Charles  IL  and  James  II;,  with  tlie  actual  cir- 
cumstances regarding  the  war  with  the  Mogid  and  the  King  of 
Siam,  and  authorized  him  to  make  priases,  not  only  of  the  vessels 
of  the  Indian  Powers,  with  whom  they  were  at  war,  but 
of  the  ships  employed  by  the  Interlopers,  ftnd  to  seize  on 
the  individuals  who  might  attempt  to  trade  ib  their  limits, 
without  the  Company's  licence.     The  letter,  furnishing  the 

directions 


Digitized  by 


Google 


XA6T-IKBIA    COMPANY. 

dkeetioiis  for  this  conduct,  takes,  though  a  short,  yet  so' com-    ^^^LU* 
prehensive  a  view  of  the  East-India  Company,  at  this  juncture,  1688-^ 
that  it  forms  a  strydng  example  of  the  good  sense  of  English 
merchants^  as  well  as  irrefiragaUe    evidence  of  t%t  actual 
situation  of  thdr  inteKsts. 

The  Court,  in  their  letter  to  Fort  St.  George,-  of  the  15tM 
February  1688-89,  say: — ^^  that  the  Interlopers  and  other 
^  maligners  of  Ae  Company  ar«  very  busy,    and  pretend: 
^^  great  matters  they  will  doe  shortly,  by  complaints  of  the 
^'  Company's  management ;  a  lightness  and  vaniiy  which'  they 
^'  have  always  abounded  in,  especially  upon  every  ciiange  of 
^^  the  government,  or  lesser  changes  of  ministers  of  state  or 
^^  favorites:  but  their  boastings  have  always  come  to  nought, 
^'  and  so  will  they  now,  all  governments  being  wiser  than  to 
^  be  swayed  by  such  irregular,   and  disorderly  vain  men, 
^'  though  they  may  sometimes  seem  to  give,  them  a  little  ear 
'^' and  countenance,  for  reasons  not  to  be  mentioned,  as  also* 
^*  for  the  inlai^ment  of   their  own  understandings    in  so^ 
^^  abstruse  an  afiaire  asf  y^  of  the  East-Itaidies  is>  to  noblemen^ 
^^  and  gentl^onen,  y*  have  not  been  conversant-  in  busyness  of 
"  that  nature.     We  hint' this  to  yoo^  to  prevent  you,  or  any 
^^  of  our  other  servants,   being  deceived  or*  perverted^    by 
^'  such  advices  as  may.  be  writt  by  discontented  men^  as  some 
*^  windy  heads  of  our  servants  in  India  have  been  often  al- 
^  ready,  to  their  own,  as  well  otur  detriment;  yet  such  is  the 
^^  folly  of   some  unstable  minds,    that  are  uneasy  under  a- 
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CHAP;IL    «<  steady,   righteous    goyernmeiiit,    that   though    thejc  haye 
1688^9.  ^^  been  frequently  frustrated  of  their  expeetations,  they  are 
capaMe  of  being  deceived  againe,  by  the  self-^ame  methods 
as  they  have  often  been  deceived  with  «dready ;  which  cau- 
^^  tion  we  give  you,  for  your  own  sakes,  more  than  for  the 
«  Coropanyes/'W 


Political  and  j^  y^^  \^  necessary,  in  reviewing  the  foieign  transactions 
riraid*Bom-  ^^  ^^  East-India  Company,  to  extend  the  Akmals  bbyond  the 
^y-  season  1688-89,  to  bring  into  view  the  tomplicatod  proceedings 

at  each  of  the  Presidencies,  the  effisct  of  those  jNnoceedings 
on  the  Company's  Settlements  and  trade,  axid  the  measures 
adopted,  on  receiving  intelligence  of  the  Revolution  in 
England. 

When  the  Court  had  determined  to  levy  war  against  Au- 
rungzebe,  to  resist  his  breach  of  Phirmounds  and  grants,'  and 
faa4  appointed  Sir  John  Child  to  be  Generaly  or  superior  of 
the  whole  of  the  Company's  Settlements,  with  the  object  of 
acquiring  a  fortified  statiqn  in  Bengal,  they  were  ignorant  of 
the  conquest  of  the  kingdoms  of  Yisiapore  and  Golcondah, 
and  of  the  decline  of  Sambagee's  power,  r 

In 

(l)— Letter  from  tbeCoart  to  the  President  and  Council  of  Fort  St.  George,  15th 
Febraary  1688-89. -——  Commission  and  InstmctioDS  \o  Captain  Bonnell,  of  the  Com- 
pao/s  iluf  Chandos,  15th  Febroary  1688*89. 
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In  the  Foreign  Annals  of  the  preceding  year,   the  ju-    chap.ii. 

dicions  ftnd  active  measures  of  Sir  John  Child  were  described^  1688-89. 

till  thQ  perio4  M^hen  he  assumed  the  government  of  Bombay^ 

an4  when  the  return  qf  the  Company's  ships  from  the  two 

Gulfs,  with  their  prizes^  convinced  the  Governor  of  Snrat, 

that  hostilities  were  c(»nmenced.     On  the  departure  of  Sir 

John  Child  from  Sueat,  he  left  Mr.  Harris^  as  Agent,  with  a 

Council,  to  preserve  the  Company's  house  and  property,  and 

to  avail  himself  of  any  opportunity  which   might   occur,  of 

opening  negotiations  with  the  Governor ;  but  to  this  precau* 

tiau  of  Sir  John  Child,  which  put  the  English  Factory,  at 

Surat,  into  the  power  of  the  Governor,  as  hostages,  may  be 

ascribed  the  ultimate  failure  of  all  the  plans  for  which  the  war 

had  been  commaKed. 

Undor  these  circumstances,  conferences  commenced  be-  The  Conven- 
tion between 
tween  Mr.  Harris  and  the  new  Grovornor,  Muchtar  Khan,  the  Muchtar 

Khan  and 

result  of  which  induced  this  Ageut  to  recommend,  that  the  ^r-  ^^rm, 

an  artifice  to 

Governor  General  should  come  to  Swally,  to  adjust  the  terms^  fS^^  ^*>"^- 
in  person;    a  copy  of   the  conditions,  which  had  formerly 
hiesk  proposed  by  him,  havipg  been  delivered  to  the  Governor, 
who  had  aflfect^  to  give  them  a  favourable  recq»tion. 

;  Thoi}^  thctte  remmns  no  )  evidence,  in  the  dispatches 
from  Bombay,,  of  the  conibrences  which  took  place,  between 
Muchtar  Khan  and  Sir  John  Child^  who  came  from  Bombay 
to  lay  off  Surat,  for  .the  purpose  of  negotiating,  it  appears 
from  the  letters  of  the  Court  to  Bombay,  of  this  season,  that 

Muchtar 
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CHARii.  Muchtar  Khaa  had  acceded  to  tbose  tarms,  and  that  a  Pro- 
1688-89.  visional  Agreement  had  been  made  with  him,  on  the  bafios  of 
the  thirty-five  articles  drawn  up  by  the  General ;  or,  that  the 
English  shomld,  in  future,  pay  only  two  per  cent  i^ustoms, 
([agreeably  io  thek  old  Phkmaunds,)  instead  of  three  and  a 
half  per  cent.,  which  had  been  recently  exacted ;  and  it  was 
as  a  reward  for  concluding  this  agreement,  that  the  Court 
voted  Sir  John  Child,  a  present  of  one  thousand  guineas,  as 
stated  in  the  iiome  transactions  of  this  season. 

Tills  agreement,  however,  was,  in  a  short  time,  disco- 
vered 4e  be  an  artifice  on  the  part  of  Muchtar  Khan,  who 
intended  only  to  gain  time,  either  till  he  should  hear  of  the  pro- 
gress of  the  English  in  Bengal,  or  receive  instructions  from  the 
Mogul,  to  confirm,  or  to  break  off  the  negotiation.  This 
duplicity  was  suspected  by  Sir  John  Child,  who,  on  the  9th  Oc« 
tober  1688,  embarked  at  Bombay,  and  again  appeared  off  Su- 
rat,  with  a  fleet  of  seveo  ships ;  and  though,  on  this  occasion, 
he  might  have  taken,  or  destroyed,  the  whole  of  the  Siddee^s 
fleet,  he  avoided  hostilities,  both  because  he  deemed  them  im» 
prudent  at  the  moment,  from  the  precarious  circumstances  in 
which  theGrovemment  of  Madras,  and  the  expedition  to  Bengal, 
were  placed,  and  because  the  cqituve  of  this  fleet  might  render 
negotiation,  at  either  of  those  jdaees,  impracticable ;  but 
hq>ed,  that  his  appearance,  with  such  a  fierce,  might  induce 
Muchtar  Khan  to  adhere  to  the  tenns  of  the  Provisionat 


Tills 
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This  prudence,   and  these  expectations,  were  rendered  ^J^^  JJ* 
unavailing,  for  Muchtar  Khan,  in   a  short  time,  threw  off  1688-89. 

Much<ar 

the  mask  of  friendship  which  he  had  assumed,    seized  and  Khan  seizes 

the  Compa- 

imprisoned    Mr.    Harris    and  Mr.   Gladman,    on  the  26th  nya  servant* 

and  property 

December  1688,  ordered  all  the   Company's  goods  in  Surat  at  Sarat. 
to  be  sold,   and  offered  a  large  reward  for  seizing  Sir  John 
Child,  alive  or  dead. 

Sir  John  Child  continued  with  the  fleet,  off  Swally, 
in  the  hope  of  finding  some  means  to  rescue  Mr.  Harris 
and  the  Council;  but,  on  the  16th  January  1688-89, 
finding  all  his  attempts  at  negotiation  ineffectual,  he  returned 
to  Bombay,  and,  in  his  passage,  fell  in  with  a  Mogul  convoy 
of  trading  vessels,  and  captured  forty  of  them  : — ^Still,  how- 
ever, he  endeavoured  to  act  on  the  possibility  of  bringing  the 
Mogul  to  terms,  for  he  detained  the  ships  only,  and  addressed 
a  letter  to  Aurungzebe,  representing  his  pacific  disposition, 
and  complaining  of  the  false  and  oppressive  conduct  of  Much- 
tar Khan ;  adding,  that  he  had  twice  gone  to  Swally,  to  prove 
his  readiness  to  accede  to  any  reasonable  accommodation,  but 
that,  instead  of  meeting  with  the  friendly  reception  which  the 
Governor  professed,  the  Bnglish  Agents  had  been  imprisoned, 
the  Company's  property  seized  and  sold,  and  a  contribution 
demanded  of  five  lacks  of  rupees. 

While  matters  were  in  this  situation,  the  Siddee's  fleet.  Sir  John 

•  x"  i»     1  1  •  1  »•  --^  Child  inti- 

consistmg  ot  eleven  ships  and  seventy  galhvats,  were  at  Danda-  mate*  to  the 

—^    .   _  .  Siddee^    that 

Bajahpore ;    comparing,    therefore,    the    recent  conduct  of  the  move- 
ment of  his 
VOL.  II.  4  M  Muchtar 
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CHAi^u.    Muchtar  Khan  with  the  appearance  of  this  fleet  near  Bombay^ 
1688-89.  and  the  reporty  that  his  intention  was  to  invade  the  Island^ 

ilaet  would 

beooDsidered  the    General    intimated    to    the    Siddee,    that  if  the  fleet 

as  an  act  of 

bortiiity        should  put  to  sea,  he  must  conclude  it  was  with  hostile  in* 

against 

Bombay.       tentions  against  Bombay,  and  would,  therefore,  consider  him 
as  an  enemy* 

At  this  crisis,  also,  the  General  addressed  the  President  of 
Fort  St.  George,  and  severely  reprehended  his  imprudent  appli- 
cation to  the  Mogul,  to  open  a  treaty,  for  that  Settlement,  as 
manifesting  apprehensions  of  the  issue  of  the  war^  unfavorable 
to  its  progress ;  and  that  he  held  this  application  to  be  the 
probable  source  of  the  violent  proceedings  against  the  Company, 
at  Surat.  When  Sir  John  Child  transmitted  the  substance  of 
this  letter  to  the  Court,  he  avowed  his  resolution  to  continue 
hostilities,  and,  by  no  means,  to  yield  to  the  dishonorable 
expedient  of  purchasing  a  peace ;  but  explfuned,  that  he 
would  delay  attacking  the  Siddee's  fleet,  as.  long  as  the  safety 
of  the  Island  of  Bombay  would  admit  of  it,  because  he  found, 
that  the  power  of  the  Mogul  had  been  increased  by  the  con- 
quest of  Golcondah  and  Visiapore,  and  the  probable  reduction 
of  Sambagee's  country,  which  made  it  expedient  to  avoid 
those  extremities,  which  might  render  accommodation  diffi- 
cult, if  not  impossible* 
Courfi  order  In  this  situation  of  afiairs,  the  General,  though  prepared 

Saisette  im-    for  war,  made  several  inefiectual  attempts  to  negotiate  with  the 
aod  the  deli-  Mogul,  and  informed  the  Court,  that  though  he  had  a  force 

which 
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wbich  could  hare  fulfilled  their  orders  for  obtaining  possession    chap.  ii. 
of  Salsette^  he  had  considered  it  hazardous  to  make  the  attempt^  1688-89. 
on  account  of  the  great  power  of  the  Mogul,  and  the  probabi-  letter  to  the 
lity  of  his  conquering   Sambagee's  country : — should  these  pedient. 
events  take  place,  he  had  not  a  sufficient  body  of  English 
troops  to  defend  the  Island  of  Salsette,  or  even  Bombay,  and 
could  place  no  dependence  on  the  native  militia,  who,  when 
the  Siddee  made  a  shew  of  attacking  Bombay,  deserted ;  and, 
in  like  manner,  that  he  could  not  fulfil  the  Court's  orders,  to 
take  enemies'  goods,  as  prizes,  out  of  the  ships  of  the  Native 
States  with  whom  the  Company  were  in  amity. 

It  was  under  these  embarrassments,  that  Sir  John  Child 
received  the  Company's  letter  to  the  Mogul,  of  the  5th  Decem^* 
ber  1688,  which,  though  conformable  to  the  objects  of  the  war, 
he  doubted  of  the  expediency  of  delivering,  to  so  imperious  a 
Prince,  whose  success  had  rendered  him  despotic,  and  who, 
from  <he  dilatory  proceedings  in  Bengal^  and  the  unfortunate 
applications  to  negotiate,  at  Fort  St.  George,  would  be  lessx 
disposed  to  reasonable  terms,  than  at  the  time  when  he  re- 
ceived intelligaice  of  the ^  first  naval  successes  of  the  English^, 
on  the  western  coasts  of  his  dominions. 

From    this  period,  the  English,  at  Bombay,  acted  on  Bombay  acu. 
the  defensive  only,  and,  whether  from  the  sailing  of  part  of  me. 
their  ships  for  Europe,  or  from  other  causes,  did  not  persevere 
in  the  resolution  of  attacking  the  Siddee's  fleet ;  on  the  con- 
trary^ this  fleet  made  several  descents  on  the  Island,  in  which 

4  M  2  they 
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CHAP.  11.   they  had  been  repulsed  by  the  English  troops^  notwithstand^ 
1688-89.  ing  the  disobedience  of   Captain  Consett^   of  the  Berkeley 
Castle^    who    refused     to    co-operate    with     the    garrison. 
If  any  thing  could   add    to  this  perplexity,   desertion  pre- 
vailed among   the  European  troops ;   which  drew  from. the 
General  the  natural  reflection,  ^^  that  the  loss  of  one  European 
^^  was  of  more  consequence  to  him,  than  the  death  of  onehun* 
"  dred  blacks/'  and  that  he  almost  regretted  having  employed 
native  troops  in  the  Company's  service,  because,  in  the  mo- 
ment of  danger,  neither  their  fidelity  nor  courage  could  be 
relied  on.     Hence  his  opinion,  that  Bombay,  from  its  local 
vicinity  to  the  Mogul's  dominions  (where  his  power. had  be- 
come almost  uncontrolled),  could  not  be  considered  of  that 
importance  which  the  Company  had  supposed,  as  they. had 
not  received  from  the  British  Government  the  same  support, 
as   the   Dutch   Company  did    from  the  States  General;    a 
support  which,  in  fact,  had  been  tjbe  true  source  of  their 
power,  and  of  their  prosperity. 
Sir  John  ^^  t^is  crisis  of  afiairs,    a  new  Governor  (Ettimand 

tempts^  nego-  Khan)  was  appointed  for  Surat;  an  incident  which  gave  an 
Ettiman/'     Opportunity  to  Sir  John  Child  to  attempt  another  negotiation, 
newGover-    and,  th^efore,  he  addressed  letters  to  this  officer,  conceiving 
'  that,  from  a  stranger,  he  might  expect  that  impartiality,  and 
those  concessions,  which,  in  vain,  he  had  looked  for  from 
Muchtar  Khan ;  expectations,  howevw,  which  evidently  pro- 
ceeded rather  from  the  urgency  of  circumstances,']  than  from  his 

experience 
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experience  of  the  duplicity  which  characterized  the  Mogul  and   chap,  il 
his  officers;  for^  in  their  late  transactions,  they  had  in  view  1688-89 
one  object  only, — to  bring  the  English  Agent  into  that  situa- 
tion, in  which  he  could  only  oppose  ineffectual  remonstrances, 
but  make  no  resistance. 

It  was  under  these  circumstances,  that  Sir  John  Child,  and  sends 

£nvov8  to  tiiA 

on  the  10th  December  1689,  dispatched  Mr.  Weldon  and  Mr.  Mogai,  at 

Visiapore. 

Navarro,  two  of  the  Company  s  servants,  accompanied  by 
Meah  Nizammy  (an  eminent  merchant,  who  had  lately  nego- 
tiated a  treaty  between  the  Company  and  the  Nabob  of 
Damaun)  to  the  Mogul's  camp  at  Visiapore,  to  endeavour  to 
open  a  negotiation  with  him  for  a  treaty  of  peace,  and  to 
obtain  a  Phirmaund,  for  the  restoration  of  the  ancient  privi- 
leges of  the  Company,  and  the  recovery  of  the  property,  which 
had  been  seized  by  Muchtar  Khan. 

Negotiations  could  not  have  been  attempted  under  cir^ 
cumstances  more  unfavorable ;  for  Aurungzebe,  at  this  period, 
had  taken  Rairee  castle,  and  seized  the  family  and  treasure  of 
Sambagee,  and  it  was  even  uncertain,  to  what  country  Sam- 
bagee,  himself,  had  fled,  though  a  few  of  his  small  fortresses 
still  held  out  against  the  Mogul  armies.  From  the  Mogul's 
conduct  towards  the  Portuguese,  it  was  also  evident,  that  he 
had  (as  they  were  unable  to  resist  him)  determined  to  reduce 
the  pretensions  of  the  European  Maritime  Powers  trading  to 
India,  to  a  positive  dependence  on  his  authority;  and  yet  it 
was  in  this  state  of  afiairs^  that  the  Dutch  obtained  from  him 
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<^HAP.ii.    a  Fhirmaund^  enabling  them  to  hold  Pullicat,  on  the  same 
1688-89.  terms  as  they  formerly  held  it,  under  the  King  of  Gtdcondah. 
This  complicated  state  of  the  Company's  afiairs  obliged 
Sir  John  Child  to  retain,  this  year,   on  demorage,  several  of 
the  Company's  ships,  for  the  defence  of  the  Island  of  Bom- 
bay and  the  Malabar  Coast. 
Death  of  Sir  In  this  perilous  situation,  Sir  John  Child,  who  had,  fot 

Joho    Child^  .  .  , 

and    succes-  SO  many  years^  by  his  firmness  and  mtegnty,  been  the  real 

aion  of  Mr. 

Harris,  at    support  of  the  Compauir's  interests  in  India,  and  who,  alone, 

thii    time   a  •  .  .     '  . 

prisoner  at     was  Capable  to  have  extricated  them  from  the  difficulties  in 

•urat.  "^ 

which  they  were  involyed,  died  at  Bombay,  on  the  4th  Fdl>ru- 
ary  1689*90,  the  office  of  President  devolving  on  Mr.  Harris, 
at  this  time  a  prisoner  at  Surat,  and  that  of  Deputy  Grovemor 
of  Bombay  on  Mr.  Vaux,  who^  from  his  subordinate  situati<ni, 
was,  of  course,  to  take  his  directions  from  Mr.  Harris,  aheady 
duped  by  Muchtar  Khan,  and  from  being  under  constraint, 
obliged  to  yield  to  any  terms  which  might  be  imposed  on  him. 
A  consultation,  on  this  occasion,  was  held  at  Bombay, 
on  the  25th  February  1689-90,  at  which  it  was  agreed,  that 
Mr.  Vaux,  the  Deputy  Governor  of  Bombay,  should,  in  con* 
sequence  of  advices  received  from  Mr.  Weldon  and  Mr.  Na- 
varro, the  Commissioners  at  Visiapore,  proceed  to  Surat,  and 
there  receive  the  Phirmaund  which  they  had  procured  from 
the  Mogul.  Mr.  Vaux  left  Bombay  on  the  6th  March  1689-90 
for  Surat,  where  he  remained*till  the  4th  April-1690,  on  which 
day  the  Phirmaund  arrived,  and  Mr.  Harris,  and  the  Company's 

other 
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other  servants,  were  released  from  their  long  imprisonment    chaimii. 
in  irons.  1688  -  89. 

This  apparent  reconciliation  of  the  Mogul  to  the  Com-  j^he  Phir- 
pany>  was  an  arbitrary  act  of  despotism  towards  the  English ;  S*by^Aut°' 
for,  instead  of  the  Phirmaund  proceeding  upon  the  propositions  a°tibu^riod, 
wliich  had  been  made  by  Sir  John  Child,  either  for  liberty  of  presidency  of 
trade,  in  general,  or  any  specification  of  the  conditions,  imder  mou  d^ra^! 
which  thdt  lible  servant  of  the  Company  deemed  it  expedient 
to  entrust  their  stock  or  servants  at  Surat,  in  which  they 
had  experienced  successive    and   exorbitant    oppressions,    it 
was  expressed  in  terms  and  with  conditions,    more  hmni- 
liating,  and  more  oppressive,  than  any  which  had  occurred, 
fnxn  the  first  settlement  of  an  English  Factory  in  India.    The 
Company  were  now  to  be  admitted,  not  as  the  subjects  of  an 
independent  sovereign,  or  as  having  a  retreat  at  Bombay,  at 
which   they   could    be  protected,  but    as    criminals,  whose 
Chief  had  been  proscribed,  and  themselves  admitted  to  live 
in  vassalage  or  slav^py,  only. 

The  translation  of  the  Phirmaund  of  Aiirungzebe  to  the  • 
Company,  dated  February  27th  1689*90,  is  as  follows  : 

^^  All  the  English  having  made  a  most  humble  submissive 
"  petition,  that  the  crimes  they  have  done  may  be  pardoned, 
"  and  requested  another  Phirmaund,  to  make  their  being  for- 
"  given  manifest,  and  sent  their  Vakkeels  to  the  heavenly 
*  palace,  the  most  illustrious  in  the  world,  to  get  the  royal 
^^  favor;  and  Ettimand  Caun,  the  Governor  of  Suratt's  peti- 

''  tion 
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CHAP  II.    "  tion  to  the  famous  court,  equal  to  the  skie,  heiug  arrived, 
1688-89.  **  that  they  would  present  the  great  King  with  a  fine  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  rupees,  to  his  most  noble  trea- 
sury, resembling  the  sun,  and  would  restore  the  merchants 
goods  they  had  taken  away,  to  the  owners  of  them,  and 
would  walk  by  the  ancient  customs  of  the  port,  and  behave 
themselves,   for  the  future,   no  more  in  such  a  shameful 
manner ;  therefore  His  Majesty,  according  to  bis  duly  favor 
^'  to  all  the  people  of  the  world,  hath  pardoned  their  faults, 
^^  mercifully  forgiven  them,   and  out  of  his  princely  conde- 
scension agrees,  that  the  present  be  put  into  the  treasury  of 
the  port,  the  merchants  goods  be  returned,  the  town  flou- 
rish, and  they  follow  their  trade,   as  in  former  times,  and 
^^  Mr.  Child,  who  did  the  disgrace,  be  turned  out  and  expel- 
"  led.    This  order  is  irreversible.'*  (^> 

This  Phirmaund  discovers,  that  though  the  Mogul  might 
employ  temporizing  measures  with  the  Company,  while  his 
conquests  of  Grolcondah  and  Visiapore  were  unfinished,  and 
though  he  might  continue  the  like  duplicity,  while  he  was 
subverting  the  power  of  Sambagee,  by  directing  the  suc- 
cessive Grovernors  of  Surat  to  affect  conciliation  with  the 
£nglish,  that  their  naval  power  might  not  be  employed 
to  assist    his    enemies,    yet    the    moment   he    found    them 

brought 

(1)— Copy  of  a  Phirmaund^  "  dated  the  asd  daj  of  the  months  JammaudoU  AobaU^ 
''  in  the  thirty^third  year  of  a  Most  Glorioos  Reign/'  27th  Febniary  l689-gO<  (MSS.  in 
Indian  Eegtster  Office^  rol.  xlii>  \6^'l6go,  No.  3973). 
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brought  to  the  humiliating  situation  of  petitioning  for  peace,  ^^^p  "• 
he  granted  it  as  a  Prince  pardons  a  criminal^  whose  labours  1688-89. 
might  be  useful,  but  whose  character  was  no  longer  respect- 
able ;  and,  perhaps,  the  most  honorable  eulogy  which  could 
have  been  pronounced  on  Sir  John  Child,  was  Aurungzebe's 
orders^  that  the  peace  should  depend  on  his  being  dismissed 
from  the  Company's  service. 

At  the  time  when  this  Phirmaund  was  delivered,   the  The  Siddees 

fleet  aod 

Siddee's  fleet  and  army  had  invaded  Bombay,  and  got  pos-  forces  in- 
vade   Bom- 
session  of  Mahim,    Mazagon,   and  Sion,  and  the  Governor  bay,  but  eva- 
cuate the  Is- 
and  his  garrison,  in  fact,  were  besieged  in  the  town  and  castle,  land,  on  paj^ 

ment  of  the 

and  (as  will  immediately  appear)  unable  to  take  any  measures  fine  imposed 
for  carrying  into  execution  the  orders  of  the  Court,  for  the  maund. 
improvement  of  the  Island. 

The  Phirmaund  of  Aurungzebe  was  accompanied  with 
an  order  to  the  General  of  the  forces  in  the  Island  of  Bom- 
bay, to  withdraw  his  troops,  and  to  attack  the  country,  for- 
merly in  the  possession  of  Sambagee^  which  still  held  out 
against  the  Mogul  power. 

Mr.  Harris,  and  the  Council  at  Surat,  expected  a  Phir- 
maund, containing  difierent  conditions  of  peace  from  those 
conceded  by  this  grant ;  for,  instead  of  redressing  any  of  the 
grievances  which  had  led  the  English  to  the  war,  or  defining 
the  conditions  under  which  they  were  to  trade^  it  autho- 
rized them  only  to  return  to  Surat,  on  condition  of  the  payment 
of  a  large  fine,  and  the  dismission  of  the  General,  to  whom 
VOL.  II.  4  N  all 
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CHAP.  ir.  all  their  crimes  were  ascribed ;  and  in  so  arbitrary  a  manner 
1688-89.  were  the  conditions  of  this  Phirmaund  acted  on^  that  the  Go- 
vernor of  Surat  refused  to  issue  his  order  for  recalling  the  Sid- 
dee  from  Bombay,  till  the  goods  taken  by  the  English,  should 
be  restored,  and  the  fine  paid  to  the  Mogul,  at  Surat;  and 
with  these  demands  the  Agent  and  Council  were,  at  last,, 
obliged,  most  reluctantly,  to  comply. 

The  Agent  and  Council  at  Surat,  on  this  occasion,  re-^ 
quested,  as  their  afiairs  on  the  West  of  India  had  never 
been  in  so  distressed  a  situation,  that  a  large  supply  of  ship- 
ping, stock,  and  servants,  might  be  sent  to  them,  as  the  only 
means  by  which  they  could  be  enabled  to  regain  a  proportion 
of  the  trade,  or,  by  d^rees,  the  benefits  of  the  former  Phir- 
maunds  or  grants. 

It  was  not,  however,  till  the  6th  May  1690,  that  orders 
were  sent,  from  the  Governor  of  Surat  to  the  Siddee,  to  eva- 
cuate Bombay,  or  till  the  22d  June,  that  he  quitted  the 
Island,  or  that  the  English  again  took  possession  of  Maza* 
gon,  Mahim,  and  Sion. 
Thererenaes  During   these    public    transactions^    it   was    impossible 

and  trade  at  i    m     ,  i         ^  ^         .  • 

Bombay  de-  tbc^  measures  recommended  by  the  Court,  for  improving 
these  events,  the  revenue  of  the  Island,  could  be  carried  into  effect. 
The  Natives,  it  was  found,  would  not  undertake  the  coin- 
ing of  the  money,  or  managing  of  the  mint,  as  it  had 
been  supposed  they  would ;  and  during  the  period  of  actual 
or  threatened  invasion,    the  revenues  from  lands  or  bouses 

could 
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could  not  be  collected^  or  the  projects  of  establishing  a  Post  ^^^'J^[' 
Office,  or  Insurance  Office,  attempted; — ^hence  it  was impos-  1688-89 
sible  to  raise  a  revenue  equal  to  the  Company's  estimate, 
which  had  erroneously  been  adopted,  in  imitation  of  the 
Dutch,  without  reflecting,  that  what  had  been  practicable  in 
old  establishments,  could  not  apply  to  Bombay,  as  yet  only  held 
by  the  Company  for  a  short  time,  and,  during  that  period,  ex- 
posed to  the  insubordination  of  the  garrison  and  inhabitants, 
and  to  opposition  by  the  Portuguese,  occupying  the  stations 
from  which  suppUes  could  be  brought  to  the  Island,  or  liable 
to  perpetual  alarms  of  invasion,  by  the  contending  powers  on 
the  neighbouring  continent  of  India. 

The  commercial  transactions  of  the  Presidency  of 
Bombay  were  farther  impeded,  by  the  ships  being  em- 
ployed in  the  war,  and  by  the  heavy  demorage  which  was 
incurred,  from  its  being  impracticable  to  dispatch  them  to 
the  ports,  at  which  the  investments  were  collected,  or  to  order 
them  to  proceed  from  Bombay  to  Europe ; — ^the  prospect,  also, 
(even  supposing  peace  restored  in  India)  was  discouraging, 
fr*om  the  number  of  I^rench,  Dutch,  and  country  vessels  em- 
ployed in  the  trade,  which  had  advanced  the  price  of  freight, 
beyond  what  any  competition  would  allow : — mean  time,  the 
encouragement  ordered  by  the  Court  to  be  given  to  the  Arme- 
menians,  would  be  offered  to  them,  that,  by  indirect  means,  a 
remedy  for  the  evils,  under  which  trade  was  placed,  might  be 
found    A  cargo,  however,  of  pepper  from  the  Malabar  Coast 

4  N  2  had 
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CHAP^    had  been  shipped,  and  was  to  be  sent  to  England  j  but  no 
1688-89.  Bengal  goods  could  be  procured,  to  make  up  an  investment. 

As  considerable  difficulties  had  arisen,  from  the  ob- 
jections made  by  the  commanders  of  freighted  ships,  to  ac- 
commodate their  services  to  the  actual  state  of  affairs,  the 
Presidency  of  Bombay  recommended,  that  the  Company 
should  employ  their  own  ships,  only,  because  the  captains 
would  be  obliged  to  conform  to  circumstances,  without  pre- 
tending to  act  according  to  the  strict  terms  of  their  charter- 
party. 

The  instructions  of  the  Court,  to  form  a  Settlement 
in  the  Attinga  Country,  had  not  been  carried  into  execution, 
on  account  of  the  wars  which  had  prevailed  in  its  vicinity, 
and  the  commercial  intercourse  between  Carwar,  Calicut,  and 
Bombay,  had  not  been  open,  either  during  the  war,  or  dur- 
ing the  negotiations  at  Surat.  (^> 
Trade  in  Per-  The  trade  at  Gombroon,  in  1688,  was  less  obstructed  by 

by  theDutch,  the  existing  war  in  India,  than  the  trade  at  Bombay,  or  on  the 

and  by  Pi« 

rates.  Malabar  Coast : — the  Agents  in  Persia,  therefore,  informed  the 

Court,  that  they  were  making  every  exertion  to  obtain  an  exclu- 
sive 


(1)— Letters  from  the  General  and  Council  at  Bombay  to  the  Coart,  5th  December 
1688,    lOth  Febmary  l688-8g^  7th  Jane,  and  l6th  December  1689,   25th  February 

1689-gO,  22d  June  1690. Letters  from  Mr.  Harris,  &c.,  at  Surat,  to  the  Court, 

27: h  February  1689-9O,  28th  AprU,  and  6th  May  1690. Letter  from  the  General 

and  Council  of  Bombay  to  the  President  and  Council  at  Fort  St.  George,  5th  December 
1688. Letter  from  Sir  John  Child  to  the  Mogul,  February  1688-89. 
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sive  trade  in  silk,  by  bartermg  broad-cloth  for  it,  imitating  the  chap.  ir. 
practice  of  the  Dutch,  who  had  formerly  tried  this  method,  by  1688-89. 
exchanging  the  finer  spices  for  silk ; — ^that  tliey  were  making 
similar  efforts  to  procure  the  exclusive  trade  in  Caramania  wool, 
and  should  these  exchanges,  by  barter,  continue,  they  were 
of  opinion,^  they  might  annually  dispose  of  two  thousand 
pieces  of  English  broad-cloth; — ^that  the  Dutch  were,  by 
means  of  imports  of  Indian  goods,  rivalling  them  in  this  mar- 
ket ;  but  from  their  being,  at  this  juncture,  not  respected  by 
the  Persians,  the  Agent  hoped  to  prevent  their  obtaining,  as 
formerly,  Caramania  wool,  and  would  continue  to  resist  their 
engrossing  this  article. 

.  In  the  following  year  (November  1689)  the  Agents  in 
Persia  stated,  that  the  trade  had  further  been  distressed,  by  the 
appearance  of  an  English  pirate  vessel  in  the  Gulf,  the  crew 
of  which  had  landed,  and  plundered  the  Portuguese  Factory 
at  Cong,  and  that  the  Company's  ship,  Caesar,  had  been  dis- 
patched, with  instructions,  if  possible,  to  capture  her,  but 
had  been  unsuccessful.  At  the  close  of  this  season,  however, 
the  same  good  understanding  does  not  appear  to  have  prevailed 
between  the  English  Agent  and  the  Persian  Government  at 
Gombroon,  which  refused  payment  of  the  stipulated  cus- 
toms, to  compensate  the  losses  which  the  Persian  trade  had 
experienced,    during  the  maritime  war  between  the  English 

and  the  Mogul.  (^> 

The 

(1) — Letters  from  the  Agent  at  Gombroon  to  the  Court,  gth  October  1688,  10th 
Maj,  30th  NoTember  and  7th  December  1689. 
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CHAP.  II.  The  Company's  transacticms  at  Fokt  St.  Geoegs  and  in 

1688-89.  Bengal,  during  the  season  1688-89,  and  part  of  1689-90, 
Fort  St.  were  so  hlended,  that  to  iumish  a  view  of  them,  during  the 
Bengal  period  in  which  those  of  Bombay  and  Surat  have  been  detailed, 

the  period  of  it  wiU  be  necessary  to  follow  the  events,  regarding  the  war  in 

the  di^stroas 

Pbirmaundof  Bengal,    in  the  first  instance,    and  to  connect  thos^  events 

AuiuDgzebe. 

with   the  occurrences  at  Madras,  that  we  may  ascertain  the 

situation  in  which  those  Settlements  were  left,  when  a  dis- 
j    astrous  peace  was  the  result  of  all  the  projects  of  the  Court 
,.  f      ^     ;    to  become  an  Independent  Power  in  India. 

It  will  be  recollected,  that  when  the  armament  under 
Captain  Nicholson    sailed,    the  object  of  the  Court  was  to 
obtain  Chittagong,  or  some  station  which  could  be  fortified, 
to  become  the  seat  of  their  power  and  trade ;    and,  in  the 
Annals  of  die  preceding^  years,  the  operations  of  this  arma- 
ment, and  the  timid  and  irresolute  proceedings  of  Mr.  Char- 
nock,    the  Company's  Agent  in  Bengal,  were  described  to 
have  brought  about,  first,  a  kind  of  truce  with  the  Phousdar, 
^    which,  as  soon  as  he  could  collect  a  force,  was  violated,  and 
next  a  treaty  with  the  Nabob,   of  which  the  Court  disap- 
proved ;  and,  subsequently,  had  dispatched  a  large  armed  ship, 
the  Defence,   Captain  Heath,    attended   by  a  frigate,  with 
instructions  to  proceed  direct  for  Bengal,  and,  on  his  arrival, 
to  carry  the  original  intentions  of  the  Court  into  execution, 
or,  to  retire  with  their  servants  and  property  to  Madras : — ^we 
have,  therefore,  to  trace  the  events  as  they  occurred,  after 

Captain 
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Captain  Heath^s  arrival,  that  we  may  perceive  the  real  state  of  chap.  ii. 
the  Company's  afikirs,  both  in  Bengal  and  at  Madras^  at  the  1688-89.. 
close  of  this  eventful  period. 

Captain  Heath  arrived  in  Bengal,  in  October  1688,  and  proceedings 
acted  rather  from  the  impulise  of  his  own  feelings,  than  in  Heath'in  ^ 
concert  with  the  Agent  and  Council,  or  in  obedience  to  the  retires  with 

-^  ,  ,         .  •  the  Compa- 

Court's  commands.     It  is  true,    that  in  recomniencing  the  ny's  servants 

to  Madras* 

war  with  the  original  object,  he  conformed  tb  the  Court's  in* 
structions,  but  by  his  imprudence  (for  it  cannot  be  termed  his 
want  of  courage),  he  lost  all  the  advantages  which  might 
have  been  obtained,  and,  for  a  time,  the  continuance  of  the 
Company's  trade  in  the  Ganges. 

On  resuming  the  war  in  Bengal,  the  Company's  ser- 
vants and  property  were  embarked  at  Calcutta,  on  board 
the  Defence,  which,  with  the  other  ships,  proceeded^ 
en  the  8th  November  1688,  to  Ballasore  Roads: — a  con- 
ference was  opened  with  the  Governor,  who  ofiered  to 
release  the  English,  whom  he  had  seized  in  the  Factory, 
and  to  adjust  all  matters  in  dispute: — ^without,  however, 
waiting  to  learn  the  terms  which  would  be  granted,  or 
to  procure  the  liberation  of  the  English  in  the  Governor's 
power.  Captain  Heath,  on  the  29th  November  1688,  (con- 
trary to  the  opinion  of  the  Agent  and  Council,  and  not- 
withstanding a'  Perwannah  for  peace  with  the  English 
had  been  received  by  the  Governor  from  the  Nabob,)  land- 
ed ike  troops  and.  seamen,  attacked  and  took  a  battery  of 

thirty 
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cHAP.ir.  thirty  guns^  and  plundered  the  town  of  Ballasore.  The 
1688-89.  English  Factory,  on  this  occasion,  was  humed  by  the  Go- 
vernor, and  the  Company's  servants,  who  had  been  previously 
taken  prisoners,  were  carried  up  the  country,  where  all  sub- 
sequent efforts  for  their  release  were  unavailing.  The  troops 
and  seamen  being  reimbarked,  the  fleet  proceeded,  on  the  13th 
December  1688,  to  Chittagong,  where  they  arrived  on  the 
17th  January  1688-89  ; — a  council  of  war,  was  assembled,  in 
which  it  was  resolved  to  delay  proceeding  to  farther  hostilities, 
and  again  to  write  to  the  Nabob,  stating  their  grievances  and 
demands,  and  to  await  his  answer,  whether  he  would  re- 
dress them,  or  not. 

Captain  Heath,  however,  instead  of  waiting  for  an 
answer,  or  making  any  effort  to  have  the  Company's  prir 
vileges  or  trade  restored,  or  endeavouring  to  seize  on  Chitta- 
gong, proceeded  with  the  fleet  to  Aracan,  where  he  arrived 
on  the  31st  January  1688-89,  and  sent  proposals  to  the  King, 
for  a  settlement  in  his  dominions,  according  to  the  instructions 
of  the  Court,  in  case  of  failure  of  the  attack  on  Chitta- 
gong. These  propositions  were  rejected,  when,  as  a  last  ex- 
pedient, applications  were  made  by  Captain  Heath  to  a  re- 
volted Chief  Jn  Aracan,  offering  assistance  to  him  against 
the  King : — this  offer  would  have  been  accepted,  and  might 
probably  have  obtained  for  the  Company,  the  original  object 
of  the  war,  but  the  same  impatience  in  this,  as  in  the  pre- 
ceding cases,    marked  the  conduct  of  this    officer,     who, 

without 
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without  waiting  for  an  answer  to  bis  proposals^  sailed  with    CHARII, 
the  whole  fleet,  consisting  of  fifteen  sail,  (having  the  Agent  1688-89, 
and  Council  of  Bengal,  and  the  Company'a  effects  on  board,) 
from  Aracan  to  Fort  St.  George,  where  they  arrived  an  the 
4th  March  1688.89,» 

The  Agent  and  Council  of  Bengal,  on  their  arrival  at  Report  of  the 

^  Agent  and 

Madras^  reported  to  the  Court,  in  answer  to  their  letters,  cen-  Council  of 

Bengal,  on 

suring  them  for  not  having  attacked  Chitta^ng,  when  Captain  the  failure  of 
Nicholson  commanded  the  fleet,  that  Captain  Heath,  on  Chittagong, 
his  arrival,  deemed  it  unadvisable  to  attempt  the  siege, 
although  he  had  a  force  superior  to  that  which  Captain 
Nicholson  had  under  his  command;  but  could  give  no 
reason  why  sjffiix  attack  had  not  been  previously  made,  ia 
obedience  to  the  original  order ;  contenting  themselves  with 
offering  an  opinion,  that  should  the  trade  in  Bengal  be  re- 
assumed^  Chutanuttee,  or  Calcutta,  would  be  a  preferable 
station  to  Uleaburrah,  about  which  they  acknowledged  they 
had  been  deceived. 

Connecting  these  events  with  the  political  circumstances  Expedients 

of  the  Agen- 

under  which  Madras  was  placed,  at  the  period  when  the  large  cy  of  Fort  st. 

Gveorge,  on 

fleet  from  Bengal  arrived  at  that  port,  we  discover,  thirt  to  this  emergen- 

cy. 

prevent  the  increase  of    expences,     by  demorage  or  dead 

freight,  the  President  and  Council  sent  two  ships  to  Bencoolen 

VOL.  II,  4  O  and 

(1)  -Letter  from  the  Presidency  of  Fort  St.  George  to  the  Court,  January  and 

3d  April  KSSg-Sg.- Agent  Charnock'ft  answer  to  Captain  Heath's  report,  22d  March 

J  688-89. 
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CHAP.  II.   and  one  to  China,  to  procure  inyestments^  and  to  proceed 
1688-89.  from  thence  to  England,   and   had  let  three  or  four  ships 
on  freight  to  Persia,  to  the  Jews  and  native  merchants  of 
Madras. 

During  these  unfortunate  events  af  Bombay  and  in  Ben- 
gal, notwithstanding  the  Mogul  conquests  of  Visiapore  and 
Golcondah,  it  does  not  appear  that  his  army  made  any  attack 
on  Fort  St.  George.  It  was,  under  the  apprehension  of  this 
event,  that  the  President  and  Council  had  made  those  ap- 
proaches to  conciliation,  which  w»e  reprobated  by  Sir  John 
Child,  and  by  the  Court.  From  the  probability  of  a  siege, 
the  Fort  had  been  strengthened,  a  precaution,  which,  con- 
sidering the  Mogul's  conduct,  at  Surat  and  ift  Bengal,  had 
averted  the  expected  attack;  and  so  confident  were  the 
President  and  Council  of  the  strength  of  the  place,  that  they 
sent  a  supply  of  military  stores  to  the  Island  of  Bombay,  when 
it  was  invaded  by  the  Siddee. 
d^^  for  ell  Though  the  Mogul  did  not  besiege  Fort  St., George,  he  is- 

^"^^b'frora  ^^^^  orders  toexpd  the  English  frdm  his  dominions ;  and,  under 
hu  domini-  tjjese  orders,  the  Factory  at  Vizagapatam  had  been  suddeoly 
seized,  Mr.  Stables,  the  Chief,  and  four  Fa<:tors,  killed,  and 
the  Company's  stock  and  effects  plundered: — ^at  this  time, 
also,  the  Governor  of  Masulipatam  seized  on  the  English 
Factory,  though  hopes  were  entertained  that  matters  might  be 
accommodated  with  him. 

Sambagee  During  the«e  transactions  in    the  Company's  ^di£^rrat 

betrayed,  and  -n      •  i        • 

Presidencies 
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Kresidencies  or  Settlement,  aH  event  occurred,  in  the  latt^   ^(ff ^; 
end  of  the  year  1689,    or  eariy  in  1689-90,  wMch,  ih  its  1688.89- 

^  put  to  death 

first  aspect,  promised  to  ct>nsk>lidate  the  empire  which  Au<-  by  the  Mo- 

^  gul,  andsuc- 

vunezebe  had  obtained  bt  bis  congests  in  the  Decan,  or,  ceededbythe 

^  Rani-Rajah« 

the  treaehery  of  one  of  Sambagee*s  generals^  who  betrayed  who  granted 
him  into  the  power  of  the  Mogul,  by  whom  he  wis  crnelly ^^^\^^^^^^ 

*  "^    trade  at  Co» 

put  to  death.  This  barbarous  policy,  instead  of  depressing  nimere. 
the  spirit  or  animosity  of  the  Hindoos,  produced  the  opposite 
efifect ;  for,  ecmtanuing  their  alliance  to  the  faikiily  of  Seva- 
gee,  they  dcM^tared  &r  the  Ram-Rajah^  or  the  second  son  of 
this  great  chief,  who  assumed  the  administration  of  the  Hindoo 
interests,  and^  with  the  remains  of  Sambagee's  army,  took  up  a 
position  in  the.fitroiig  fortress  of  Gingee ;  the  vicinity  of  this 
place  to  Madras  gave  that  Pi-esidenc}!  an  opportunity  to  receive 
authentic  information  respecting  this  apparently  last  struggle  of 
the  Hindoos,  against  Auruagzebe.  Whether  the  Mogul  army, 
which  attempted  to  reduce  the  Ram-Rajah  in  Gingee,  were 
composed,  in  part,. of  levies  from  the  countries  which  the 
Mogul  had  recently  conquered,  or  were  the  remains  of  the 
aipiy  with  which  be  had  subdued  Visi£4>ore  and  Golcondah,  is 
uncertain  j  but  the  fact  was,  that  this  army^  instead  of  prose- 
cuting the  Mogul  cottquest^,  revolted  in  great  numbers,  and 
joined  the  standard  of  the  Ram-Rajah,  whom  they  proclaimed 
King  of  India,  under  the  title,  of  "  the  Gentoo  King/'  By 
this  event,  Aurungzebe  was  in  danger  of  losing  the  fruits  of 
his  victories  in  the  Decan,  for  the  Ram-Rajah  was  preparing 

4  O  2.  to 
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v!!^^^'  *^  invade  the  kingdom  of    Goleondah,    at  the  time  when 
1688-89.  the  anny  of  Prince  Acbar  was  menacing  the  interior  Mogul 
provinces,  from  Persia  and  Candahar. 

Such  was  the  impression,  at  Madras,  of  the  stability  of 
power  which  the  Ram-Rajah  had  acquired,  that  an  Agent  was 
sent  to  him,  on  his  accession,  with  a  present  of  eight  hundred 
pagodas,  to  solicit  his  fiiencMiip  and  protection  : — ^in  return, 
he  granted  a  Phirmaund,  for  a  fortified  settlement  and  liberty 
of  trade  at  ,Conimere.  The  Presidency,  from  Ais  reception, 
hoped  they  might  procure  a  like  Hiirmaimd,  for  liberty  of 
trade  in  any  part  of  his  dominions. 
Stipulation!  Afl^s  Were  in  this  situation,  when  the  Presidency  of 

regarding  "^ 

Madras  eva-  Madras  received  information,  in  February  168i-90,  from  Mr. 

ded    in    the  7  j  7 

Mogul's        Weldon  and  Mr.  Navarro,   the  Commissioners   sent  by  Sir 

Phirmaund.  '  J 

John  Child  to  negotiate  a  treaty  with  the  Mogul,  at  his 
camp  in  Visiapore,  that  a  peace  had  been  concluded,  and  a 
Phirmaund  granted,  with  the  evasive  apology  of  not  including 
Madras,  till  the  ancient  Hiirmaunds,  under  which  that  Settle- 
ment had  been  originally  granted  by  ^^  the  Gentoo  King,'' 
and  King  of  Golcondah,  should  be  ccmsulted  : — to  obviate  this 
difficulty,  the  President  sent  the  two  ancient  original  Phir- 
maunds  to  the  General  at  Bombay.  The  whole  of  this  conduct 
discovers,  that  the  Commissioners  themselves  were  ignorant 
of  the  spirit  or  terms  of  the  Phirmaund,  which,  (from  the 
events  at  Bcmibay,)  reduced  the  Company  under  more  abject 

circumstances. 
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drcumstances  than  they  had  been  placed^  since  the  first  esta^   caAV.u. 
blishment  of  the  English  trade  in  India.  /   1688-89. 

The  Company's  interest  and  trade  in  Bengal  had  been  The  new  Na- 

bob  of  Ben* 

abandoned :  for  after  Mr.  Chamock  and  his  Council  left  Chu-  ^^*»  j?ff«5  5® 

the  Engliih^ 

tanuttee.  and  proceeded  with  Captain  Heafh  and  the  fleet  to  ^p  resettle 

^  '^  ^  their  Factery 

Madras^  and  when  there  was  no  prospect  of  opening  any  com-  ^  Hughiy, 
munication  with  that  country,  an  ofier  was  unexpectedly  ^re- 
ceived from  the  new  Nabob  of  Bengal  (the  one  with  whom 
the  Company  had  their  disputes  being  removed)  to  allow  the 
En^sh  to  retwn,  and  resettle  their  Factorieis  and  trade,  and  to 
grant  Perwannahs  for  that  purpose.  Aware  of  the  deceptions 
which  had  been  practised,  and  reasoning  correctly  from  the  past, 
that,  admitting  the  Nabob  to  be  sincere  in  his  ofiers,  the 
Agent  and  the  Company^s  stock  would  be  exposed  to  vexatious 
mandates,  should  this  officer  be  removed,  and  to  the  avarice  and 
oppressions  of  his  successor,  they  replied,  that  they  could  not 
accede  to  the  proposition,  unless  a  Phirmaund  should  be  pre- 
viously sent  by  the  Mogul,  specifying  the  degree  of  protection  un- 
der which  the  Company's  servants  and  trade  would  be  placed. 
On  hearing  a  report,  that  the  Greneral  had  concluded  a 
treaty  with  the  Mogul,  it  was  intended  to  send  Mr.  Chamock 
and  his  Council  to  Bengal,  after  the  Monsoon,  with  a  stock  of 
a  lack  and  a  half  of  pagodas,  to  re-assume  the  Factories  and 
recommence  the  trade ;  but  this  plan  shewed,  that  they  were 
Ignorant  of  the  terms  of  the  reported  treaty ;  and,  had  their  « 
servants  proceeded  with  this  stodc,  they  must  have  suffered 

the 
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CHAF^n.  the  evik  anddpated,  from  the  precarious  tenure  under  whidi 
1688-89.  the  Nabob  held  his  office. 

Bevolation 

in  siam  obvi«         As  tht  waF  with  SiAM  had  been  one  of  tke  origiiial  objects 

ates  the  ne- 

GCMUyof  the  of  the  Court,  it  only  wpeon^  that,  in  die  course  of  host!- 

war  against 

that  country,  lities^  several  Tcssels  belonging  to  that  country  had  been  cap- 
tured by  the  Compan/s  ships^  and,  during  this  season,  it  was 
understood  at  Fort  St  Geoige,  that  a  revolution  had  take» 
place,  in  which  the  King  of  Siam,  and  Mr.  Hiaulkon,  who  had 
betrayed  tlus  Company^s  intwests,  hi^  baen  put  to  death  by 
the  Siamese  General,  who  had  assumed  the  po#er,  and  given 
expectations,  that  commercial  relations  with  that  country  might 
again  be  practicabk« 
The  com-  ^^  commercial  transactions  at  Fort  St.  Georffe  consisted^ 

^^Geom^  during  these  political  events,  rather  of  expedients,  than  of  any 
ordiMtVliil  ^^  P^^  ^P^"  which  the  trade  oould  be  prosecuted.    The 
S"bJ*S^  Camatic,  as  we}J^a»  the  Decan,  had  been  the  tibieatre  of  war  j 
SrratT^       ^^    connexion    between    Bengal    and   Madras,    so    neces- 
sary for  making  up  the  investments  for  £ur<^,  had  been  in-^ 
terrupted,  by  the  Agents  leaving  that  country ;  and  the  Fac- 
tories, more  immediately  connected  with  the  Fort,  either  had 
been  exposed  to  extortions,  or  to  suppression,  by  the  Mogul's 
orders : — Whence  the  sales  of  Europe  produce,  and  theprori^bns 
of  Indian  investments,  were  equ^,lly  uncertain. 

From  the  political  confusions  in  the  country,  in  the  vici- 
nity of  the  Fort,  and  the  stations  depending  on  it,  the  Presi- 
dency, in  August  1688,  found,  that  it  was  impracticable  to 

collect 
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collect  investments^  agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  Courts  or  chap.  ir. 
to  obtain  that  proportion  of  them  from  Bengal^  vrhich^  hitherto^  1688-  89. 
kad  formed  the  most  valuable  part  of  the  assortment. 

Referring  to  the  dependencies^  which  had  hitherto  fur- 
nished proportions  of  the  investment^  the  Presidency  informed 
the  Courts  that  they  had  been  obliged  to  withdraw  the  Fac- 
tories from  Mudapollam  and  Pettipolee,  but  the '  Factories 
at  Coaimere,  and  Porto  Novo,  continued  in  a  prosperouii 
state;— «^at  the  pepp^  trade,  between  Bencoolen  and 
China,  had  been  improved,  three  hundred  tons  of  that  article 
having  been  shipped  frran  Bencoolen  for  Amoy,  which  sold  at 
a  profit ;  and,  from  this  circumstance,  a  more  extensive  trade 
to  China  might  have  b^en  expected,  had  not  accounts  from 
Mr.  Styleman,  one  of  the  Company's  servants  at  Amoy,  to 
Mr.  NavaiTo,  in  November  1689,  intimated,  that  the  James, 
an  interloping  ship  from  England,  had  arrived,  with  a  very 
large  stock,  the  Cf4>tain  of  which  sold  his  cloth  at  low  rates, 
which  compelled  the  Compan/s  Factors  to  do  tt»  same.  ' 

As  the  season  advanced,  new  difficulties  in  procuring  the 
investm^it  occurred.  The  conquest  of  Golcondah  had  obliged 
the  weavers  to  fly  for  shelter  to  Masulipatam.  The  French 
were  now  fortifying  Pollicherry  or  Pondicherry,  and  had 
resisted  the  Snglish  in  seizing  two  Mogul  vessels,  which  had 
taken  shelter  in  that  port ;  an  event  which  marks  the  first 
opfM>sition  of  interests  between  the  two  nations  on  the  Coro- 
mandel  Coast.     In  September  1689,  from  the  arrival. of  the 

Company's 
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CHAP.  11.  Company's  Agents  mnd  property  from  Bengal^  which  hitherto 
1688-89.  had  contributed  so  largely  to  the.  investment,  the  Presi- 
dency of  Fort  St.  George  considered,  that  the  amount  of 
stock  intended  for  that  quarter  (till  this  trade  could  be  re- 
established) had  rendered  any  additional  supply  unnecessary, 
the  surplus  in  their  possession  being  sufficient,  for  such  pro- 
portion of  the  investment  as  they  might  be  able  to  procure) 
adding,  that  they  would  readily  obey  instructions  t9  give 
encouragement  to  the  Armenians,  in  the  hope,  through  indi- 
rect means,  to  collect  some  part  of  the  investment  for  Europe^ 
which,  from  the  war  in  the  Camatic,  they  could  not  expect 
through  the  ordinary  channels ;  but  the  loss  of  Vizagapatam 
(already  described  to  be  of  so  much  commercial  importance) 
would  deprive  them  of  the  proportion  of  goods  which  it 
furnished. 

These  circumstances  did  not  alter,  for  some  time ;  for,  in 
January  1689-90,  the  Presidency,  from  the  anarchy  in  the 
Carnatic,  (the  effects  of  which  they  stated  would  be  felt  for 
ten  years)  despaired  of  being  able  to  obtain  an  investment :— in 
illustration^  they  observed,  that  so  essential  an  article  as  long- 
cloth  could  not  be  procured ;  and  though  they  had  offered  five 
per  cent,  advance  upon  their  contracts  of  the  preceding  year,  the 
merchants  would  not  ^nter  into  engagements,  for-  the  ensuing 
season : — ^the  French  and  Dutch  had  been  obliged  to  give  an 
advance  of  ten  per  cent,  on  their  contracts,  and  the  President 
could  only  resort  to  the  expedient  of  engaging  about  one  hun- 
dred 
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dred  families  of  skilful  weavers  to  settle  at  Madras;  in  tU?  CHAP.  rr. 
hope,  from  the  protection  held  out  to  them,  that  this  number  1688-89. 
might  be  doubled,  and,  in  progress  of  ti|;ie,  that  the  manu- 
facture of  Coast  goods  could  be  carried  on,  in  the  Company's 
settlement,  to  supply  the  home  market : — that,  however,  the 
Court's  idea  of  manufai^rturing  Bengal  tafiaties,  at  Madras, 
wais  ]]aprac1;icable,  as  it  could  not  be  done  without  incurring 
an  expence  of  fifty  per  cent  difference,  on  the  prime  cost. 

To  add  to  the  commercial  embarrassments  of  the  Presi-  _  ,nd  by 
dency,  new  and  serious  obstructions  had  arisen,  from  the  ap-  anceo^Engl 
pearance    of  piratical  vessels,  of  considerable  force,  under  ja  the^Coro! 
English  colours,  in  the  Indian  Seas :— these  vessels  had  been 
fitted  out  in  the  West-Indies,  and  had  taken  shelter  in  the 
ports  of  Aden^  Muscat,  and  Madagascar.     One  of  them,  of 
twenty-two  guns,  had  captured  a  valuable  vessd  belonging 
to  Madras  (the  principal  part  of  her  cargo  being  the  pro- 
perty  of  the  President),  and  information  had'been  receited  of 
five. other  English  pirates  cruising  ofi^  Adieen.     Such  was  the 
state  of  commerce  at  Fort  St.  George,  and  in  its  dependencies, 
at  the  close  of  this  eventful  period. 

ilisferring  to  the  commercial  dependencies  or  relations  state  of  trade 
of  the  PreaiAency,  it  had  been  ibiind,  that  the  produce  from  ropeln  NUril 
Benoocden  and  Indrapore  had  become  of  considerable  value,  iinheETst-*' 
but  that  it  was  almost  impossible  to  persuade   any  of  the  juncture. 
Gmnp&ny's    servants,  civil    or  military,    to    be   removed  to 
these  unhealthy  sUuations  :«^that  it  would  be  advisable    to 
:    VOL.  II.  4  P  open 
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CHAP.  II.    open  a  trade  with  Canton^  rather  than  continue  that  at  Amoy ; 

1688-89.  — ^that  the  French  trade  was  encreasing  on  the  Coast^  and  that 
they  were  fortifying  PoUicherry  (or  Pondicherry)  where  they 
had  a  force  of  seven  hundred  men ;  bill  that  tlus  place  was 
threatened  by  the  Dutch  ;-^hat  the  French  intended  to  dis- 
patch three  ships^  thi&  season^  to  Eun^^  and  were  forming  a 
Settlement  at  Junkselon ;— thai  the  Dutch  had  been  making 
every  effi)rt  to  improve  their  trade  in  Bengal,  and  had  sent  an 
Ambassador  to  the  Moguls  to  solicit  a  Phirmaund^-^hut  the 
presentB  intended  to  have  been  c^red  by  him/had  been  inters 
cepted  by  Sambagee^s  troops,  and  the  object  of  the  misinon 
disappointed ; — ^that  thdr  trade  on  the  Coromandel  Coast  was 
on  the  decline,  but  that  they  were  fixrtifyiDg  Negapotam,. 
intended  to  become  their  principal  pcMt  on  the  Coast; 
'^^that  their  power  had  been  disturbed^  by  a  revolt  at 
Batavia,  but,  that  they  stiU  kept  possession  of  Bantam,. 
wher«  they  had  lately  boilt  a  fort^  or  battery,  mounting 
one  hundred  guns,  and  that  they  were  at  war,  in  Ceylon,  w&h: 
the  King  of  Caady,  the  issue  of  which  was  uncertain  r— that 
the  Portuguese  trade  on  the  Coast  was  aka  on  the  decline,  andf 
that  no.reKaaoe  could  be  pkioed  on  any  of  that  nation  who 
were  in  the  service  of  the  Cmnpany ; — and  that  tke  Danes,  at 
this  period,  although  they  continued  th^pr  Factory  at  Tran^ 
quebar^  had  scarcely  any  trade. 

Reportonthe  In  describing  the  state  of  Fort  St.  Georae  and  Madras^ 

improviog  ^  '' 

futeofFort  at  this  period^  the  President   and  Council  atbibuted  the 

internal 
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'  internal  tranquillity  which  it  had  enjoyed,  to  the  strength  of  the    chap.  ii. 
fortifications,  and  that,  by  the  arrival  of  sixty  recruits  in  the  1688-89. 

St  George 

Chandos,  the  number  of  its  garrison  had  become  i^espectable;  and  the  towa 

of  Madras. 

! — that  the  revtuue  was  increasmg,  but  the  tax  on  houses,  and 
the  payment  of  quit-rents,  had  been  oppressive ;  hence  it  was 
submitted,  that  a  less  exceptionable  method  of  raising  a  sum, 
api^cable  to  the  charges  of  the  place,  niight  be  devised  ;~- 
fhat  thp  establishment  of  the  Corporation  of  Madras  had  been 
acceptable  to  the  inhabitants,  the  benefit  of  which  they  were 
now  banning  to  understand ; — that  though  the  DuaA  had 
oflfered'St.  Thom6  to  be  fiirmed  by  the  Company,  ^e  offer  was 
rejected,  irom  the  opinion  that  it  would  be  of  no  material  use 
to  the  Settlement; — ^that  the  mint  at  Fort  St  George  was  in  a 
very  prosperous  state,  and  the  Con^any's  rupees  in  consider* 
able  request,  but  on  account  of  their  intrinsic  value,  they  had 
been  melted  down  by  the  coimtky  people,  under  the  idea  of 
deriving  profit,  from  the  side  of  the  bullion ;— ^uid  that  the  pro* 
ject  of  estaUishiqg  an'  Insurance  Office  at  Madras  had  not 
hitherto  answered,  frran  the  benefit  arising  from  it,  not  being 
sufficiently  understood  by  the  merchants.  (^> 

4  P  2  During 

(1)— Letters  from  the  Presidency  of  Port  St.  George  to  the  Conrt,  S/th  August 
ISIS,  January  1688-89,  3d  April,  20th  July,  31st  September  1689,  and  1st  February 
1689-90. Letter  from  the  Presidency  of  Fort  St.  Geoige  to  the  Governor  and  Coun- 
cil at  Bombay,  25th  March  1690.— -.  Prirate  letter  from  Mr.  Styleman  to  Mr,  Navarro, 
dated  Amoy»  37th  November  1689. 
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■  "x        '  ■? 

CHAP^^  During  this  period^  the  commercial  intetcoiffisey  J^vreenV 

1688-89.  Madras  and  the  Factories  to  the  south wards^  was  int^frupted^  'i 

TradeatBen-  ,  .  ,  •    ^       . 

cooien  and     probably  OD  sK)comit  of  the  war  with  Siam ;  but  it  appears^  from 

Indraporein*  ^  t»  i_        i_ 

creased  and    the  adviccs  fVom  YoRK  FoRT,  or  Bbncooi,bn>.  that  howevM 

the  settle- 
ment in  an     unhealthy'  that  station  had  been  hitherto  found,  ,its  coaBB^rotal 

improving  ^  i^      r  r\       t  ' 

condition,  importance  was  oa  the  increase,  as,  in  the  month  of  October 
1689,  the  ship  WOliamson's  ca^oof  pepper  had  been  procured 
there,  and  that  the  Agents  were  in  expectation  of  amiually 
obtaining  large  quantities  of  that  artiple ;  and  hoped,  as  the 
ground  could  be  deared,  that  the.  plai^  would  become  moie 
healthy ; — ^&at,  from  the  Factory  at'lNi>RAPO]W  thempe  ad- 
vantages could  not  be  expected,  while  the.  I>a^,,wiia  ob- 
structed its  trade,  continued  in  possession  of  QaiaUo,  qfr  the  «  . 
mouth  of  the  river  on  ^hich  Indnpore  i&  ai^ted ; — that, 
with  the  object  of  iimproving\  the  trade  of  Benc(K>ien,  they 
had  invited  several  Chinese  traders.  :tO' settle  there,  under 
their  protection;  and,  to  obviate  Aie  difficulty  of  making 
drafts  of  soldiers  from  Madras,:  reconwneaded^.  that  Cafl|ieft 
shduld  be  procured  from  Madagascar,,  to  serve  -i^:  i^ddiers,, 
their  constitutions  bejuog  better  adapted  to  the  cliipate ;, 
— tOu  the  whole,  that  this  Settlement  was  in  a  flourishing  con- 
dition, but  required  a  supply  of  accoustoits.  an#  writers,  to 
complete  the  dvii  establishment.  <^> 

(I)— Utters  from  the  Agentand  Coaocil  at  York  Eortito  the  Court,  ajStfa  Octobo^ 
and  6th  November  1680, 
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If,  m  the  domestic  Annali^  of  the  East-India  Company,    chap.ii: 
in  this  season,  it  was  expedient  to  keep  as  distinct  subjects,  1688-89, 
the  measures    which    the   Court  of  Directors    adopted  for  proceedings 

,  ,        of  the  Com- 

their  affairs  in  England,  and  the  instructions  to  their  Foreign  pany's  Fo- 

.  reign  Settle* 

Settlements,  during  the  first  appearance,  progress,    and  ac-  ment8,onre. 

•  ^  ^     ceiving  intel- 

compUshment  of  the  Revoltitioh,  the  same  arrangement  is  ligenceoftbe 

successive 

required,   in  tracing   the  first  and  full  effects  of  this  great  events  which 

terminated  in- 

event,  in  the  Company's  foreign  possessions.  the  Revoiu*  - 

tion. 

It  was  natural  for  the  servants  of  the  Company,  in  whom 
the  administration  of  their  affairs,  at  their  different  Presiden- 
cies, were  vested;  to  be  actuated  by  the  same  commercial 
.caution  as  the  Cburt  of  Directors  :  They  had  been  trained 
up  in  the  service,  from  an  early  period  of  life,  and  ha- 
bituated, by  a  sense  of  duty,  to  rely  on  the  information 
they  received 'from  their  superiors,  respecting  the  political  re- 
lations, between  the  Maritime  Powers  of  Europe ;  and,  for 
twenty-eight  years,  (or  from  the  Restoration,)  had  consi- 
dered^ the  protection  of  the  Crown,  to  be  tlieir  principal 
defence  against  the  Interlopers,  Private-Traders,  and  Pirates, 
and,  therefore.  Keened,  with  dOubt,  to  the  first  reports  of  a 
change  in  the  government  at  home,  as  an  insidious  project- of 
the  Dutch,,  from  whom  thiey  had,  since  their  establishment 

as 
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CHAP.  II;   as  a  Company,  suffered  so  many  commercial  grievances  and 
1688-89.  positive  disasters. 

This  opinion  was  necessarily  strengthened,  by  the  in- 
structions received  from  the  Directors,  for  commencing  a  war 
^^oinst  the  Mogul  and  King  of  Siam,  of  which  the  genwal . 
object  was  to  raise  them  from  a  precarious  dependency  on 
Phirmaunds,  to  become,  at  Bombay,  at  Madras,  and  at  Chit- 
tagong  (if  it  CQuld  be  acquired),  Regencies,  or  seats  of  power 
and  trade,  which,  under  the  Royal  protection,  might  balance 
the  similar  establishments  of  the  Dutch  in  Java,  and  the 
Eastern  Islands. 

The  foreign  Governments  of  the  Company  had,  besides, 
seen  the  armament  arrive,  bringing  letters  to  the  Mogul, 
desiring  of  that  Sovereign,  redress  of  the  grievances  expe- 
rienced from  the  Governors  of  Surat,  and  the  Nabobs  and 
Hiousdars  in  Bengal;  and  had  felt,  even  at  Madras,  the 
menaces  of  ruin  which  the  Mogul,  after  his  conquest  of 
Visiapore  and  Golcondah,  was  holding  over  them,  but  had 
escaped  from  the  effects  of  those  menaces,  rather  by  circum- 
stances in  thdr  enemy's  wars,  than  by  power  to  WBrd  them 
off,  or  to  resist  them,  and  therefore  were  unprepared  for  a 
change  at  home,  which,  in  a  remote  country,  tfaej  could  as 
little  comprehend,  as  believe. 

In  the  domestic  Annals  it  was  noticed,  that,  on  the  first 
appearance  of  the  armament  in  Holland,  the  Court  were 
prevented  from  dispatching  their  ships^  by   the  crews  being 
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impressed  into  the  King's  service,  and  that  the  ecpiip-  ^JJ^J^^J' 
ments  of  the  season  were  suspended  for  many  months ;  hence  1688-89. 
the  anxieties  of  the  General  and  his  Council,  «t  Bombay,  were 
on  the  utmost  stretch,  fbr^  at  this  juncture,  the  expedition  sent 
to  Bengal  had  miscarried,  and  the  Agents  at  Surat  were 
under  control,  and  e^en  imprisoned,  by  the  Goremor^  who 
had  deceived  them  by  a  pretended  truce,  or  treaty. 

It  was  under  these  distressing  circumstiances,  that,  oik 
the  7th  June  1689,  the  Agent  and  Council  at  Surat  informed 
the  Court,  they  had  received  a  report  from  a  Dutch 
vessel  from  Batavia,  that  the  Prince  of  Orange  had  landed 
with  a  large  army^  and  had  made  a  conquest  of  England : — 
these  reports  they  held  to  be  as  vague,  as  impossible,  and  in- 
tended, probably,  to  add  to  their  embarrassments,  from  the 
calamitous  occurrences  in  the  war  with  the  Mogul. 

This  disbdief,  however,  was  soon  shaken,  by  the  letters 
from  the  Court,  of  the  5th  December  1688,  confirming  the 
report,  that  the  Prince  had  actually  landed  in  England,, 
and  that  aflhirs  at  home  were  in  the  greatest  confusion; 
-^intelligence  which  could  not  fail  to  distract  a  Presidency 
fike  Bombay,  in  a  remote  situation,  ignorant  of  the  conduct 
they  ought  ta  pursue,,  and,  therefore,  they  could  only  express 
their  attachment  to  their  country,  and  apologize  for  any  con- 
fusion that  might  appear  in  their  commercial  invoices.  la 
^s  painful  uncertainty,  they  remained  for  many  months,  for, 

in. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


664  .  AWfALS  or  the  honoaablb 

CHAP.  II.   in  their  letters^  dated  on  the  26th  December  1689,  they  in- 

1688-89.  formed  the  CouFt,  that  no.  ship  had  arrived  from  Ei^land^. 

that  season,  thcnigh  they  had  learned,  that  the  Prince  had 

proceeded  to  St.  James's,  but  they  trusted  the  true  Protestant 

religion  would  be  maintained  .and  established* 

In  this  situation,  another  report  reached  Bombay,  by  a 
Dutch  ship  from  Batavia,  of  the  coronation  of  the  Prince  and 
Princess  of  OraD^ge,  as  King  and  Queen  of  England,  and 
that  this  event  had  rendered  a  war  with  France  instable. 

It  will  be  recollected,  that  the  Chandos  could  not  b& 
dispatched  from  England,  till  February  1688-89,  and  that,  on 
this  shig,  the  Court  had  sent  the  first  positive  instruption^  ta 
their  servantis,  respecting  the  establishment  of  the  civil  and 
religious  liberties  of.  their  Country. 

The  Presidency  at  Fort  St.  George  disbelieved  the  first 
reports  of  the  armalnent  in  Holland,  of  the  landing  of  the 
Prince,  of  Orange,  and  of  the  fsubseqi^ent  eyents*  in  the 
same  manner  as  the  General  and  Council  at  Bombay,  but 
had  been  more  fortunate  in  obtaining  authentic  infor* 
mation. 

In  their  letter  of  the  21st  September  1689,  they  ac- 
knowledged the  receipt  of  the  Court's  letjter,  of  the  6th 
December  1688,  (detailed  in  the  review  of  the  home  transac- 
tions of  this  season,)  and  gave  assurances,  that'the  ord^s  for 
.  observing  the  most  prudent  and  cautious  conduct  would  b© 
obeyed,   under  circumstances  which  were  equally  new,  and 

equally 
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equally  difficult    On  the  5tfa  Norember  1689,  the  C9iandos  chap.  ii. 
reached  Madras,    and  on  that  day  (the  anniversary  of  the  1688-89. 
landing  of  the  great  and  wise  King  William  in  England)  the 
King  and  Queen  were  proclaimed  at  Madras,    with  every 
practicable  solemnity,  and  orders  issued  to  dJ\  the  subordinate 
Factories,  to  publish  the  Prockunation  in  due  form. 

In  January  1689-90,  this  intelligence  was  communicated 
by  the  President  and  Council  of  Madras  to  the  Greneral  and 
Council  at  Bombay ;  but,  whether  it  was  owing  to  the  Siddee's 
fleet  and  army  having,  at  this  time,  invaded  Bombay,-— to  the 
distracted  state  of  that  Island,  when  the  tenor  of  the  Mogul's 
Phirmaund  was  known, — or  to  the  natural  confusion  occasioneii 
by  the  death  of  Sir  John  Child,  it  was  not  till  the  22d  June 
1690,  that  the  Proclamation  of  King  William  and  Queen 
Mary  was  published  at  Bombay,  and  orders  issued  for  the  same 
ceremonv  to  be  observed  at  Surat.  and  at  ail  the  subordinate 
Settlements  on  the  Malabar  Coast : — ^the  date  of  this  Proda* 
mationis,  perhaps,  rendered  more  memorable,  fitnn  its  having 
taken  place  on  the  very  day  on  which  the  Siddee's  army  re-* 
tired  from  the  Island,  and  the  Compan/&  forces  took  posses* 
sion  of  Mahim,  and  the  other  stations  which  the  Siddee  had 
evacuated. 

If  the  circumstances  which  attended  the  Revolution  in; 
England,  as  a  great  national  event,  authenticated  by  public 
records,  be  compared  with  the  efiects  of  that  event  on  the 
East-India  Company,  at  home  and  abroad,  drawn  from  the 

VOL.  lu  4  Q  undisguised 
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CHAP.IL  undisguised  communications  of  the  Court  of  Directors  to 
1688 -fid.  their  Foreign  Presidencies,  and  the  equally  open  commu-' 
nications  of  those  Presidencies  to  their  superiors,  we  dis- 
cover the  caution  of  merchants,  who  had  received  succes- 
tsive  Charters  from  the  Crown,  and  the  upright  sentiments 
of  a  great  commercial  body,  which  had  embarked  a  large 
property,  under  the  authority  of  the  wise  Elizabeth ;  and, 
though  thwarted  by  her  immediate  successors, .  and  de- 
pressed by  the  open  trade  introduced  by  the  Usurper,  had 
been  encouraged  at  the  Restoration,  protected  against  an 
European  rivals  and  been  enabled  to  preserve  to  their  country 
valuable  rights  of  trade  to  the  East-Indies,  notwitstanding 
the  dangerous  opposition  of  individuals,  who,  without  pro- 
perty and  without  principles,  had  been  undermining  their 
best  efforts,  and  aiding  the  projects  of  a  Foreign  Company, 
to  monopolize  the  whole  of  the  European  power  and  trade  m 
the  East-Indies. 

The  Court  of  Committees  judiciously  observed  the  first 
appearances  of  the  Revolution,  without  mingling  in  it ;  acted 
under  the  protection  they  had  received,  yet  were  sensible 
of  the  more  general  rights  and  prosperity  of  their  country; 
afraid,  if  not  in  some  degree  jealous,  of  their  former  rival ; 
and,  with  the  good  sense  of  Englishmen,  still  more  afraid  of 
the  re-appearance  of  those  Interlopers,  by  whom  the  reason- 
able returns  of  a  hazardous  enterprize  had  been  so  often  frus« 
(rated ; — and  thus  exhibited  caution  and  firmness,  at  home  $-^ 

while 
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while  their  Presidencies  abroad,  under  the  caUmitous  events  CHap^ 
which  .had  disappointed  their  hopes  of  becoming  an  Indepen--  *688-89. 
dent  Power  in  the  East«Indies,  mingled  their  commercial  pru- 
dence with  loyal  deference  to  the  enlightened   and  public 
spirit,  which  had  placed  the  British  Constitution  on  new  and 
broad  foundations.  (^> 

(1) — Letters  from  the  Genenl  and  Council  to  the  Deputy  Goyernor  of  Bombay^  7th 

Jooe^  and  26th  DeGember  1689^  and  22d  Jane  1^. Letters  from  the  Presidency 

of  Fort  St.  Geoige  to  the  Courts  2ist  September  IfiBg^  and  1st  F^raarjr  1689-90. 

Letter  from  the  Presidency  of  Fort  St  Oeoige  to  the  General  and  Coondi  at  Bombay^ 
Januaiy  lQ88»99. 
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^^-  If  the  results  from  the  detail  of  events,  afiecting  the 

RESULTS  Y^j^i^  jmii  tr^de  of  the  London  East-India  Company,  from 

ceding  detail  their  establishment  by  Queen  Elizabeth  to  the  Restoration  of 

S'°^^*l^*^  Charles  IL,  afforded  inferences  exhibiting  the  actual  state  of 

th?Rjj8tora?  East-Indian  affairs,   those  which  may  be  drawn  from  the 

J^"^,^5|'Jg  events  which   occurred  from  the  Restoration  to  the  Revo- 

lutiSn^^^^  lution,   will  afibrd,    in  like  manner,  a  succinct  view  of  the 

1688-S9.       j.^  history  of  the  East-India^  Company.     In  connecting  this 

authenticated  information,  it  must  always  be  recollected,  that 

the  Company  had,  by  their  Charters,  been  vested  with  the 

perpetual  right  of  being  a  Corporate  Body,  with  succession, 

and  the  temporary  right  of  enjoying  exclusive  privileges  of 

trade,    on  a  Joint  Stock. 

/. — From  the  preceding  detail  of  events  it  appears,  that, 
from  the  changing  aspects  of  the  political  relations  between 
England  and  the  Maritime  Powers,  having  trade  or  Factories 
in  the  East-Indies,  the  London  East-India  Company  could 
not  adcqpt  fixed  regulations,  either  for  the  administration  of 
their  afiairs  in  Europe  or  in  India ;  but  were  obliged,  accord- 
ing to  circumstances,  to  adopt  broader  or  jtiarrower  commer- 
cial plans,  corresponding  with  the  encouragement  or  depression 
which  they  experienced  at  home,  or  the  encouragement  or 
mpposition  which  they  expected,  or  received,  abroad,  frwn  the 

Sovereigns, 
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Sovereigns^  or  their  Governors,  in  the  countries  in  which  the   chapjei. 
seats  of  their  trade,  or  Factories,  were  situated.  results. 

11. — ^That,  on  the  Restoration,  or  the  re-establishment 
of  the  ancient  Government  of  EnglandT,  under  King  Charles 
U.,  the  great  objects  with  which  he  commenced  his  rdgn 
were,    first,   the  adoption  of  the  Act  of  Navigation,   which 
was    of  so   much  impOTtance   io  the  commercial   interests 
of  the  realm,   and,    next,   the  revival  of  the  former  treaties 
with  the.  European  States,  to  establish  a  Balance  of  Power 
on  the  continent  of  Ein^  ;~rthat  though,  under  this  prin- 
ciple, treaties  were  formed  between  England,  the  States  06* 
neral,    France,  Spain,    and  Portugal^  yet,  very  early  in  his 
reign,    the  King  gave  proofs  of  political  partialities,    and, 
therefore,    excited  political  jealousies ;  for,  at  one  time,  he 
supported  the  Dutch   in   repelling  the  invasions  of  France, 
that  the  States  General,  and  the  north  oF^Germuiy,    might 
not  fsdl  under  the  dominion  or  control  of  that  ambitious 
monarchy;   and,  at  another,    he   depressed  them,  and  af- 
forded to  France  an  opportunity  to  extend  her  northon  fron« 
tier;   and   thus,   though  the  Treaties  of  Breda  and  Nime.« 
guen  partially  promoted  the  aggrandizement  of  Franae,  and 
thou^  iJie  King  still  kept  in  view  the  principle  of  a  Balance 
of  Power,  yet  neither  the  one,  nor  the  other  (^  those  treaties, 
sufficiently  guarded  against  the  encroadbments  of  France, 
or  of  the  States  General,  on  the  cdonies  or  settlements  of 

Rn^and^ 
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CHAP.  II.  England^  particularly  those  within  the  limits  of  the  East- 
RESULTS.  India  Company. 

///. — ^That  though  King  James  IT.,  in  his  treaty  with 
Louis  XIV.,  proceeded  on  the  same  principle  of  preserving 
a  Balance  of  Power,  yet,  when  be  stipulated  that,  in  the 
event  of  a  war  in  Europe,  a  neutrality  should  he  observed  in 
the  colonial  and  foreign  possessions  of  the  two  Crowns,  he 
gave  a  general  impression  to  the  European  Sovereignties  and 
States,  that  his  intentions  were  to  act  in  subservieaoe  io  the 
views  of  France ;  an  impression  w4dch  led  to  the  League  of 
Augsburgh  among  the  German  Princes,  elevated  the  Prince  of 
Orange  to  be  the  head  of  the  Powers  coalesced  against  France, 
and  paved  the  way  for  the  Revolution  which  took  place  in 
England. 

IV. — ^That  though  treaties  were  formed,  to  restore  com* 
mercial  relations '  between  the  European  Sovereignties  or 
States,  and  to  define  the  colonial  or  relative  rights  of  the 
European  nadons,  having  trade  or  authorized  Companies  in 
the  East-Indies,  they  were  often  in  spirit^  and  frequently  in 
conditions,  inconsistent  with  the  Balance  of  Power  in  Europe, 
and,  ki  practice,  led  to  vague  and  undefined  regulations^ 
which  ware  the  sources  of  successive  complaints  and  remon- 
strances of  the  weaker  against  the  stranger  party  (that  is, 
of  the  London  East-India  Company,  against  the  States  Ge- 
neral and  Portugal,)  which  were  uniformly  evaded,  not- 
withstanding the  public  orders  given  by  those  sovereignties 

for. 
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for  the  repai^ation  of  wrongs,  or  for  the  redress  of  injuries  in    ^^^^;^^* 
the  East-Indies.  results^ 

V. — ^That  the  treaty  of  Alliance  and  Marriage,  between 
Portugal  and  England,  by  which  Bombay  and  its  dependen- 
cies were  ceded  to  King  Charles  II.,  though  specious  in  its 
conditions,  was  in  practice  inefficient,  for  the  Portuguese  were 
as  jealous  of  the  English,  as  they  were  inimical  to  the  Dutch ; 
— Whence  the  armament  sent  to  take  possession  of  Bombay  wa& 
obstructed  equally  by  the  friends,  and  by  the  enemies  of 
England;  and  the  Island  of  Bombay,  only,  but  not  its  de-* 
pendencies,  at  last  ceded,  on  conditions  not  less  repugnant 
to  the  treaty  itself,  than  to  the  object  of  the  King,  in  ac- 
quiring for  the  nation  seats  of  trade  and  power  in  the  East- 
Indies.  The  jealousies,  thus,  of  the  Portuguese  destroyed  the 
commercial  balance  in  the  East-Indies,  which  it  was  the 
object  of  the  treaty  to  establish ;  and  rendered  Bombay,  when 
it  was  granted  by  the  King,  to  the  London  East-India  Com- 
pany, an  inefficient  and  unproductive  seat  of  power  and  trade. 

VI^ — ^That,  in  all  the  commercial  and  marine  treaties, 
between  England  and  the  States  General,  though  the  con-* 
ditions  stipulated  by  the  contracting  parties  were  observed 
in  Europe,  the  articles,  as  far  as  they  checked  the  Dutch 
system  of  exclusion,  were  uniformly  evaded  in  the  East- 
Indies,  and  that,  by  a  commanding  maritime  force,  and 
considerable  military  establishments,  the  Dutch  persevered  in 
the  fixed  plan  of  maintaining  their  exclusive  possession  of  the 
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CHAP^.  Spice  Islands ;  for  the  Dutch  Company  obstructed^  by  in- 
RESULTS,  trigues^  the  English  trade  on  the  Coromandel  Coast;  har* 
rassed^  in  conjunction  with  the  Native  Powers^  their  Agen- 
cies and  Factories  on  the  Malabar  Coast ;  prevented  their 
settling  on  the  unappropriated  Banda  or  Molucca  Islands; 
rendered  the  restitution  of  Polaroon,  though  stipulated  bjr 
treaty  in  Europe^  of  no  avails  by  desolating  that  Island  ;  ex- 
cluded them^  by  conquering  Macassar,  from  Siam,  Tonquin^ 
Japan,  and  nearly  from  China  ;  expelled  them  from  Bantam,, 
the  first  seat  of  their  trade ;  compelled  them  to  attempt  the 
pepper  trade  at  Bencoolen^  on  the  unfaeakhy  coast  of  Su» 
matra;  and,  finally,  by  every  insidioits  art,  endeavoured  to» 
exclude  them  from  commerce,,  in  the  rich  provinces  bordering 
on  the  Ganges. 

VII. — ^That  the  period  when  Aurungaebe  became  Em- 
peror of  the  Moguls  (or  1659)  nearly  coincided  with  the 
Restoration  of  Monarchy  in  England,  and  the  revival  of  the 
Company's  Charter  and  exclusive  privileges;  but  the  large 
equipments  and  stock  which  thift  event  encomtiged  the  Com- 
pany to  embaii:,  to  improve  their  old,  and  to  establish  new 
Settlements  and  Factories,  were  affected,  by  the  continued 
wars  between  the  Mogul  and  the  Hindoo  Chiefs : — that  all 
the  Phirmaunds  and  grants,,  which  had  been  purchased,  or 
which  had  been  the  reward  of  services,,  were  either  observed 
or  violated,  as  suited  the  varied  success  or  disasters  of  these 
belligerent  powers  ;—-that^   under  these  circumstances^  the 
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English  Presidencies,  Agencies,  and  Factories,  at.  Surat,  chap.  ir. 
Fort  St.  George,  and  in  Bengal,  were  obliged  to  accommodate  results. 
themselves  to  the  prospects  of  success,  or  defeat,  of  the  Mogul 
or  of  the  Hindoo  Princes,  at  one  time  obtaining  grants  and  ex- 
emptions from  each,  and,  at  another,  having  them  withdrawn  ; 
— that,  in  the  first  war  attempted  by  the  English  against  the 
Native  Powers,  partly  from  the  misconduct  of  those  to  whom 
it  was  entrusted,  partly  from  the  Factors  in  the  distant  Settle- 
ments, though  understanding  the  particular,  not  appreciating 
the  general  interest  of  the  Company,  and,  chiefly,  from  the 
controlling  power  of  their  General  (or  Governor  General)  not 
being  understood  or  obeyed^  the  Company's  officers  were  com- 
pdled  to  yield  to  the  harsh  conditions  in  the  Phirmaund  of 
Aurungzebe,  which  scarcely  granted  them  personal  safety, 
^md  inconsiderable,  if  any  encouragement  to  continue  the 
trade ; — ^that  these  events  led  the  Company  to  an  opinion, 
founded  on  experience,  that  unless  fortified  stations,  yielding 
a  revenue  equal  to  the  charges  of  them,  could  be  obtained, 
and  unless  a  naval  and  military  force  could  be  employed,  to 
impress  the  Sovereigns  in  India,  that  the  English  eould  reta- 
liate the  wrongs  they  were  sufl^ring,  the  trade  and  possessions 
of  the  Company  could  not  foe  preserved ;  becai^ se  the  Native 
Powers  considered  them  as  merchants  only,  who  might  be 
useful,  by  their  contributions  and  services,  but  who  could  not 
bring  a  force  to  redress,  or  to  revenge,  the  injuries  they 
might  sustain. 
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CHAP.  II.    ^        yjll. — ^That,  during  the  reigns  of  Charles  II.  and  James 
^ ' '  RESULTS.  H.,  though  the  domestic  and  foreign  administration  of  the 

■:  p  yy\'^^i    ,  Company's  affairs  were  affected  by  the  treaties  in  Europe,  and 

:. '  by  the  rivalship  of  European  Companies  in  the  East,  they 

were  uniformly  protected  by  the  Crown ; — ^that,  during  the 
wars  between  the  Indian  Powers,  they  received  the  recom- 
mendations of  the  King  to  the  Sovereigns  in  whose  dominions 
the  seats  of  their  trade  were  situated  ;^~that  the  Crown,  as 
a  farther  encouragement,  conferred  on  them  the  Islands 
of  Bombay  and  St.  Helena,  in  full  property,  vested  them  with 
the  power  of  making  war  or  peace  with  the  Native  Princes  or 
States ;  gave  them  authority  to  coin  money,  current  in  the 
countries  in  which  they  traded ;  empowered  them  to  erect 
Courts  of  Judicature  in  their  Settlements,  and  to  exercise 
Admiralty  Jurisdiction ;  erected  Madras  into  a  Corpora- 
tion, under  the  Company's  seal,  that  questions  respecting 
their  authority  over  English  subjects,  within  their  limits, 
might  be  prevented,  and  enabled  them  to  prosecute  Interlopers 
in  courts  of  law  in  England,  and,  by  a  more  summary  pro- 
cedure, to  bring  them  to  justice  in  India ;  —  and  that, 
though  they  relinquished  to  the  Crown  the  Settlements  they 
had  estabUshed  on  the  Coast  of  Africa,  during  their  union 
with  the  Assada  Merchants,  they  were  subsequently  pro- 
tected by  the  King  against  the  Levant  Company,  endeavour- 
ing to  check  their  imports  from  the  countries  within  thdi- 
«/,       limits. 
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IX. — ^That  Cliarles  11.  and  James  II.  uniformly  protected  chap,  il 
.the  Company  against  the  Interlopers^  who,  when  they  found  results. 
that  licences  for  trade  to  India  could  not  be  obtained  from  the 
Crown,  assumed  three  distinct  charact^ti; — the  Interlopers, 
who  fitted  out  ships  in  England,  and  carried  stock  to  trade  in 
India  (as  they  pretended)  at  ports  not  resorted  to  by  the  Com- 
pany's ships ; — the  Interlopers,  who  fitted  out  ships  in  Eng- 
land,  and  had  formed  illicit  connections  with  some  of  the 
Company's  servants  in  India,  who,  in  violation  of  their  cove- 
nants and   their  duty,   engaged  to  aid  in   defirauding  their 
masters ;— ^and  the  Interlopers,  who  fitted  oni  ships  and  took 
in  cargoes  on  English  ciq>ita],  in  foreign  penis,  and  proposed 
to  bring  home  Indian  produce,  to  be  sold  in  foreign  markets : 
— ^that  each  of  those  classes  of  Interlopers  acted,  according  to 
the  amount  of  their  stock  or  equipments,  against  the  Com- 
pany's trade,    and  frequently  occasioned  the  exactions  and 
contributions  to  whioh  thdr  foreign  Settlements  were  sub- 
jected :  — ^  that  the  Crown,    on  discovering  these  ill^al  and 
fraudulent  proceedings,  and  cm  finding  that  the  abettors  of 
the  Interlopers  were  chiefly  Company's  servants,  who  had  vio- 
lated their  covenants,  granted  fall  protection  to  the  Company, 
against  the  losses  and  the  ruin  which  such  frauds  must  inevi- 
tably have  brought  cm  a  Corporation,  which,  by  public  eflbrts, 
end  by  a  large  Joint  Stod^,  had  created,  and  continued,   a 
direct  commerce  between  England  and  the  East-Indies. 
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CHARjr.  X— That  the  East-India  Company,  after  finding  Phir- 

RESULT8.  mannds,  or  grants  of  privileges,  and  exemptions  from  customs^ 
insufficient  to  protect  either  the  seats  of  their  trade^  or  the^ 
transit  of  their  goods,  through  the  interior  provinces,  resblved 
to  commence  hostilities  against  the  Mogul,  and  to  assume  the 
rank  of  an  Independent  Power,  by  constituting  Regencies  at 
Bombay  and  Fort  St.  George,  and  a  similar  Regency  at  Chit- 
tagong,  should  the  large  armament  sent  to  the  East-Indies^ 
succeed  in  obtaining  possession  of  that  station: — ^that,  to  con- 
solidate this  system,  it  was  necessary  to  incur  the  charges  of 
erecting  fortifications  and  maintaining  garrisons,  for  the  pro- 
tection of  trade,  and  not  less  so,  to  havd,  in  the  Indian  Seas', 
a  naval  force,  superior  to  that  possessed  by  any  of  the  Native 
Princes,  and  equal  to  resist  (in  the  event  of  war  in  Europe) 
the  armaments  of  the  Maritime  Powers,  having  Settlements  or 
trade  in  the  East-Indies. 

XL — ^That,  at  the  close  of  this  period,  when  the  Revo- 
lution established  the  free  constitutional  government  of  the 
realm,  the  Court  of  Committees,  or  Directors,  at  home,  ob- 
served the  commercial  caution  and  prudence  which  were  dic- 
tated to  them  by  their  particular  duty,  of  acting  for  the 
interests  of  a  great  commercial  body,  of  whose  rights  they 
were  the  guardians ;  and  as  they  had,  from  their  establish- 
ment, on  no  occasion,  been  parties  in  the  changes  which  the 
government  of  their  country  had  experienced,  they  directed 
their  whole  views^to  the  maintenance  of  their  trade,  and  the 
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preservation  of  their  settlements,  a  line  of  conduct  in  which  ^^^*u. 
they  were  imitated  hy  their  foreign  Presidencies  and  Agencies ;  results. 
— but  when  events,  in  their  native  country,  called  upon  them 
to  act  for  the  general  interests  of  the  nation,  they  united  in 
loyalty  and  in  principles,  in  approving  and  in  supporting,  both 
at  home  and  abroad,  the  free  constitutioQ,  which  this  great 
event  so  happily  accomplished. 
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